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CAPORETTO : ITALY’S DISASTER 
AND RECOVERY. 
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I '.r is not easy to (li.-^ciitaii^^lc aiul set onl 
in its due proporlion- tiu* talc* <»!' the 
(lisastiM* xx'lii(.*li helell Italian arms in 
Oetoher and NoximiiIxm*. HHT. 'riuae 
A ill alxvays, ])erha|)s, be a eonfliet of o]>inii)n 
‘e^ardiii^ tlu' r(‘Iatix'<' importaiiee of the various 
factors xxhieh deti'rmiiied the- siu.’ei'ss of tin* 
‘iieiny. Some important points s(‘(*m still 
.ibseiire, and over certain of thi'sc* thi're xxill 
probably never l>e general agreement. Jbit 
it is possible at hvist to trace the broad lint's 
:)f the story with sutrieient accuracy, to reject 
certain hastily formed conclusions xvhieh 
jbtained ready acceptanei^ at the moment 
jf failure, and to give explanatitms of xvhat 
to a liasty judginent seemed alnuist inexpheahle. 

Tlio blow fell suddenly. In August am I 
September the great effort madt^ by the Italian 
Second Army * liad hit the Austrians very 
lard, and only a dt^speralely gallant resistance 
lad saved the fall of Monte San (Jabriele am I a 
further Italian advance in a xery important 
icetor of the front. Idierc xvas a moment 
vhen the Austrian Army seemed fairly eorucred, 
vhen it appeared to bo losing the cohesion 
lecesaary to resistance. But the Italians 
bad -not the weight of men and guns that 
night have enabled them to deal the last 
• See Chapter CGXXXIIL 
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dccisixi' blows. Ami the (Jerinans realizt.'d 
<piiekl\’ tlu‘ m'cc'ssity of gixing supp<»rt to 
their sorely tric'd allif's. 

TIu' eollnp.^e of Hus.sia, which was to liave 
suelim'rions results for thi' Allii's in tlu* west, 
was brought home tirst, as far as military 
operations weri' eoneeruc'd, to tht' Italian 
armies. It has alri'adx Ix'i'ii explaim'd that- 
tJeiu'ral Cadorua's task in tlu* summer of 
1017 was much lu*ax ii'r than had lu'c'ii fori'seen 
in the Allied councils w hich laid I hi* plans for 
the xarious eampaigns. Om^ arm of tlu* 
pincers xxhieh were to have nipped Austria 
went out of action. kAen under this handicap 
the Italians madi' notal.)le headxvay during 
the summer, lint the transfer of men and 
guns, and (‘spi'eially guns, from east to west, 
n|).set the ealenlations made, and as the autumn 
drew on it bi'came no more a c|uestiou i^f 
pursuing a. x ictorioiis offi'iisive, hiit of preparing 
to hold on to xvhat had been gained at such 
great cost. It xvas about the middle of* 
Si*pti‘ni)icr that the piohahilities of a strong 
enemy reaction began to weigh upon the Italian 
command. The (German decision to co-operate 
upon tlie Italian Front xvas taken immediately 
after the capture of the Austrian positions 
upon the Bainsizza plateau, and xvas duo 
mainly to tlic discouragement xvhieh become 
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evident in the Dual Monaro.liy as a result of 
this defeat. It is very probable that the; 
Austrians alone would haidly Imve attempted 
a big counter-stroke ; that in all likelihood they 
would have contented tlicm.solvcs with stillen- 
ing, and perhaps “ rectifying/’ the line which 
had come so near breaking. It may p<‘rlia[)s 
bo doubted whether thf^ fnond of (leiieral 
Iloroovic’s “ Isouzo Ai iny ” would huxe rt*- 
sponded, without the special stimulus of 
(iennan aid, to an order for an offensive on 
the grand scale .so soon after it.s experiences 
in August and September, In any case, the 
fl«?i’iuan High Command considered that the 
situation was serious, and took action aeeord- 

irigiy- 

The Italian Second Army was not well 
placed for a defensiv'c light. The ])osition has 
already been explained in Chapter CCXXXril., 


f)ut it will be well to recapitulate and to add 
further details. 

When t he offensive of August and September, 
1917, was broken off before the attempt to 
carry out what was to have been its crowning 
phase, “ at two important points it had been 
impossible to make the effort that the situation 
demanded. The threat to Tolrnino and its 
bridg('head remained a threat, and the Austrians 
had b(}en able, by an immense effort, to check 
the movement which had h)r its aim the 
turtiing of tlaur positions east of CJorizia. 
The fact that the Austrian lino north and south 
of tlio Jb\iu.sizza still hold firm detracted from 
the value of the Italian advance , upon the 
plateau. Indeed, the centre of the Ftalian 
Sec.oiid Army was now too far forward in 
relation to its wings, aiul thoijeft of the eenti'o 
in pari ieular was not over well placed, assumin ^ 
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that a halt had to be called. The Ausitruins’ 
bridgehead at Tolmino anil their ocenpation 
of the ].«om plateau placed the Italians at a 
disadvantage in view of the course of the 
Isonzo and the relative pooT*ness of flu*ir 
cornniunications. The actual line fonniMl only 
a slight projection, but owing to tlu? lie of thc^ 
ground it had the disadvantages of a imic]i 
ileeper salient. ' * 

'rhis was the situation, broadly speaking, 
eei'tain further details are necessary to 
a proyier understanding of its diftieull ii^s. 
“^Phe Austrian bridgehead at Tolmino, with 
the flankii^ mountain positions on the east 
bank of the Isonzo, was very strong. Unlike 
som(‘ other bridgeheads made famous by the* 
war St. Mihiel, for instance — but like t}>i^ 
old Austrian Vjri^gehivid from Sabotino to 
!*odgora, it was not a salient. Owing to th(‘ 
right-angled turn made by the river below 
Tolmino thi^ Austrian line ran almost straight, 
north anil south from the grenit ridge of lluileei 
Kob ((5,250 feet) by Mrzli and Vodil \rh 
anil the heights of Santa Maria and Santa 
Lucia to the Jauu platiuiu. The triangle of 
the bridgehead, which was filled by the Santa 
Maria and Santa Lucia hills, w'as well protected 
by the mountains north and soutli. 'Phis 
fact had pri^served it from falling to t he various 
attacks made by tlie Italians, and this fact 
gii‘atly increasiMl its value as thi? point of 
departure for an orfen.sive. Above Tolmino 
the Italians held the left bank of thc» river 
as far as IMi^zzo, their lino running by Monte 
Nero and north of the long Polouiiik ridge. 
The weakness of the position lay in the fact 
that thiTo was littlci- room betwin^n the line 
and the river, whik* coinmuiiiirations w’ori* 
<lifTicult owing to tlu^ steep and broken naturii 
of the ground. 'Phis sector had long been 
peaceful. There had benm no serious attempt 
to captmo the 'Polmino bridgehead since the 
autumn of 1915, while above Tolmino there 
had been no operations of any iinyxatanee 
since Soptoniber of that year. For two years 
there had been nothing but desultory artil!(‘ry 
duels and occasional infantry raids wdiieh 
caused little change in the situation and had 
indeed no definite^dm beyond tliat of improving 
a short sector of the line and w^orrying the 
enemy. Except in the case of the 'Polmiii<> 
bridgehead offensive operations offered little 
inducement to Italian arms. An advance, 
would have merely led into a great wil<lern(*ss 
*Vol. XV.. Chapter CCXXXTTI.. p. 429. 


of mountains, through narrow passes easily 
<lefensible, with the advantage of conununi- 
eations all on the side of the Austrians. And 
tlie Italian defensive lino seemed amply strong. 
If the forward positions were not over w’'(>ll 
adapted to n*sist a resolute drive, the higli 
ridges that lay on tlu^ right bank of the rivcM 
furnishc<l a s(^eond line w'hieh a|)pear<Ml impi-eg- 
nnble. Thi»y were sutlieienlly cuitrc*nehed. 



GENERAL BOROEVIC, 
Cc>mn[i4nd.;d the Austro-Hun({arian Army on the 
Isonzo. 

and though in tiira^ of stress (communications 
e;m ne\'(^r Ix' easy in sneii a sf(>ep and rnggtxl 
country tlit.‘re wca-e a good number of exe(‘ilent 
road.s, most <»f th(‘m eonstriieted since 191.^ 
by the industry of the* Italian troops. 

It has been said above that by the middh'. 
of S('ptembi?r (jJtaiccral Uadorna foresaw' tlx? pro- 
hability of an Austrian eoniitfcr-blow, hut the 
belief to bc^gin with was tiiat it would he 
dir(ccte<l against tlxc iiewly-oceupi(?d posit lojis 
on the. Ilainsizza plat (‘an. Tliis may hav<? 
b(*eii tlie first idea of tlio enemy— there is 
reason to think tliat succh a move was considered 
— but tlio fiorc(3 and jirolongcd Jtnlian attacks 
upon Moiite San Cabrk'Jo prevent ( m 1 an imme- 
diate reaction upon the Hairisizza, tlx^ first 
enemy reserves availaVjle ha\ing to Ixi thrown 
into save? the fall of th(^ bastion which protexited 
the positions »'ast of (lorizia. The time 
gaiiKid (‘iiabled a fairly strong Italian line to 
be establisluxl on the platc^aii, and, more 
important still, allowed a new road t(j be 
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OaporeM o. 

THE CAl^ORETTO BASIN 

inihit*, old ronds to lx* iin[)i‘ovod, 

t he rivt‘i‘ niid tin* liiH*. ( {<*i\t‘nd Cadoi na 
had hai'oly satishtul iiiinsrif as <o the (h'tViisivo 
possihilit i(*s of (lu‘ Ihuiisi/za p<)sitioiis wluai 
it hoaaiia* o\ idanl that a blow was Ixau^z 
])r4*|)artMl farther north, in tlie 'r»)lnuiio- Plc‘//zo 
s(*clor, which had been foi* so long. 

Itv' the middle' ed ()ete>b(‘r the t)iesene(‘ of 
(h't'inaii f r'oops o|j|K»site the Italian S<*e<»nd 
Army >\as suspeete'd. .A few days latej- tlie 
faed was dehnitely asee*rtaiiUM|. Some time' 
f»revioiisly \'t*ry impoitant mo\'em<'nts of 
Ansfrian force's from east to west ha<l lu'cii 
reporti'fl, and though <‘oiita<*t had only been 
oblaiiieil with fotir fr»\sh divisions bv' tJx* tirst 
w e<*k in October, several oth<*rs were “ signalh'd'’ 
as b('ing already in seeoial liiu', or on tiu'ir 
waiy to the front. Tlie Italian Oommaial was 
not unduly preoccupied, though some anxiety 
was eaust'd by a deiubt as to the' sutfieient 
^ t length of the artillery, and ]>y the fact that 
the' iioavy losses from the recemt successful 
oTle'nsive and fi'ean sickni'ss and the con- 
si'fpient filling up by lu'w drafts had diminishi'el 
fen* ii time' the' value of certain units which 
had t'arned a splendid fame. The enemy guns 
began to show unusual activity on October 18, 
aiul places which had leing bei*n undisturbed 
came' under registering fire. The stejrm broke 


Idersko. lltaliu}! official phnt oRr a t>h. 

AND THE RIVER ISONZO. 

eai the' night of OcteDbe'r 23-24. w he*n a tre*- 
mendeais be'nnbardment was e.)pened fiean the? 
I^lerzzo valley to the' northern sector of tlu^ 
Hainsi///a A \'e*ry lu'avy fire' was extende'el 
seuithward eivi'i* the wh<»le* front e>f tho Italian 
Second and Thirel .Xrmie's, but the* main con- 
I'eaitration was eliie-cteel upeai the line's betwe'e'ii 
Ple/.zo aneh the Av^scek valley. 

The we'ather, ae^ceirding te) prt'v ions e\pe*- 
liences, seeineel V'ery unfa\'e>urabk' to e^ffensive' 
ope'rations. A thick mist shreiude'd the inenm- 
lains »mel fillenl thei v^alleys. Little coulel be* 
se^oii, and w'hen the fire died down at clawn on 
Octobc'r 24, the general feeling eai the Italian 
side' was that the attack had been de^layed, 
TIm' Italian Headquarteis’ cot/nHuniqve issueel 
on that morning, after elesea'ibing the bombareb 
ment and indicating the extensiv'o use of 
gas shells, whu'h were employed by tho enemy 
in ipiantity for the first time, closed wfith 
those vvonls : “ Owing to tho Imd weather, 

howev’or, the lutstile fire decreased tow^ards 
<law'n, together with the violent bursts of fire 
of our batteries.’' It seemed a.s though the 
enemy had been forced to grant a truce from 
battle. 

Ihit the lull was according to plan, in 
the litc'ral sense of the phrase, not that which 
was hallowed by frequent use in CJerman 
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FomtruiHtfjHes. While the fire was eoiilmued 
iTi certain sectors there was calm in nlh(*rs. 
Wliere tho fall of aholls had cc^ased the (ieriuaus 
and Austrians, taking full advantage of tlu) 
enshrouding mists, launched heavy <‘ohiuins 
iigainst the Italian lines. The defend<*rs wf^ro 
paj-tly off their guard, believing th(‘y liad l)een 
given a respite from the terrible hail of gas 
sluUIs. Before they had realiy.(‘d it the eiaany 
for<*es were on therm and liad broken through 
the front lines at various points. On the 
north of the battle front th«^ (‘nemy (lri\e was 
held up at the defile of Saga, \\ her*> tlu^ Isoiizo 
turns at right angles roiiial th(‘ long Polounik 
lidge and flows south-east to Oapou-tto, but 
farther south they wert* mor(» siu*eessful. 'riaw 
o\»*rran the Italian pt»sitions on the left hank 
of the Isonzo between Krasji \'rh, the eastern 
point of J\)lounik, and Vodil, north-wi‘st of 
1V)hnino. From the gaps wliieli they juade, by 
tlieir first lu*i»vy tlrives, broUcai through by 
surprise and by weiglit of numlMas, they 
turned right and left an<l maeluju^-gunned 
from tlie rear the troops \\'ho w(*re still peering 
through the mist to their front, awaiting an 
enemy who did not appear. A gn*at eonfusiou 
naturally followed, and thc‘. bewilderment of 
the Italian infantry was inereasv*d by the fact 
that th(‘ir own gims were strangely silent, 
n'he general who commanded the artillery of 
the Fourth Corps, which held th<* line from 
Idezzo to a point about midway ht‘tweiMi <.'ap<»- 
retto and '^rolmino, had given instruct ions that 
the ndurn fin* of the gtins was to d(^p<md 
upon his own ordtas. Ih' iuul not ealeiilat<*(l 
upon the inttaisity of the enemy Ixnnhar'lment, 
still less upon its depth, Jn tlu‘ act ions of the 
previous two years the Austria iis liad in th<* 
main coiiHiied their ai'tilleiy aeti\ity to tlu* 
Italian front liiu^s. ^I'hey had paid r<*lativ<‘ly 
little attention to «connt-ei‘-hattery work, or 
to the disturbance? of communications. Now, 
for the tii'st time a really deep l)ai-rag<‘ was 
laid doun upon the Italian [lo.sitions, with the 
result that tek^jdionic communieat ions }>etweeii 
forwarel observing posts and the guns, and 
between the guns and the central command, 
were almost, entirely put out of gear, 'fhe 
thick mist made matters worse. If the battery 
officers hacl seen clearly how matters wei*e going 
they would doubtless have accepted the r<‘- 
sponsibility of acting w^itliout orders. As 
it was they only caught glimpses of the struggle 
in tront of tliem. Often they knew nothing 
till the eneniy infantry was close upon them. 


It would be dimcult to over-estimate tlu' effect 
of the sil(‘nco of thi^ guns upon the infant ry 
in the trenches. Their trial had already he« n 
severe enough. 1'ho Fourth Corps had not 
taken part in any of the.gnnit battles of the 
prex'ioiis two yt?ars. They had iiever ex'pi*- 
rienced a really intense bonihardment, an* I 
now they had been subjected to the hea\ asl 
tire yet seen on the Italian Front , and to tin- 
t<»r(urc of gas, both asphyxiating and 
“ mustard.” They ha<l botai surprist*d, som»‘ 
by the first rush of ovorwh(‘lining (*olumns. 
somt' hy a sudden tlevasiaiing outbreak of 
maehiin^-giins from beliiial them. And tie 
heartening souml of their own guns \va- 
absent \ grt^at part of the Fomth Coips 



\JtnUan offu ial f>h<»t(tf’raph* 

GORGE OF THE ISON/O AT 
GAPORET TO. 


was broken in pieces. Some f)f the fragments 
fougiit gallanth'^ but Jiopelessly. Others .'^ur- 
renderixl. Others came hack in flight. Confn- 
siou was eomj)l<*te. 

On the right of the F^oiirtli (.V>rps, where a 
])art of the Si?\Maith Coips was in line west of 
'rohnino (the rest of thf? (\)rps was in reserve), 
and farther south, wheie tlu? Twf?nty -seventh 
Corps lay on botli sides of tho Isonzo from 
in front of Santa Lucia to tho north of the 
Av'seok N'alley, the (*nemy attack was no less 
skilfully conducted. Pusliing up from tlu‘ 
Tolmino bridgehead in the mist, the storming 
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columns wont through tho first linos, and at 
various points reached the Italian guns. The 
situation ])ecaino very critical wheii th(‘ heights 
of Oloboeak (2, (>24 feet) were stormed by a 
(lorinan brigade. Not only was (jloljoeak 
a very important gun-])osition It lies <lireetly 
ab{»V(^ Kambresko, dominating the ln'ad of the 



(;enkrai. otto von below. 

(Commanded the E'ourtecnth Army of mixed 
Germans and Austrians at Caporetto. 

Judrio valley and tho roads which lead down 
to th<} Isonzo from Kambr<*sko. It was all 
important tliat (iloboeak should lie rc'takcn 
immediately, an<l the ]<"'ifth Ih-igade of Ber- 
saglieri, which liad beiai lying in reserve* 
uiaha’ a tei'ribk^ rain of gas shells, was stmt 
foiAvard on tho dinicull task, 'riiis brigaide, 
which laid distinguished itself gr<*aitly iii the 
a<lvane(' upon the Baiinsizzai in August 
together with tho First- Bersaiglit*ri Brigaide it 
haul broken clean through the* Austrian lines 
on the rim of the Bainsizza at Fratta aiul 
Semmer, and haul not paiused till it reached the 
lu'iglits of Ossoinoai - was spleiulidly successful. 
After i\ fierce struggle, in which tlao (k'riuans^ 
wIk> were canried back by tht^ first irn^sistible 
iiish of tho B(u\saglieri, counh’r-at tacked 
sevi'ial times with great dc'termination, tho 
position wais retavkt'u and firmly held, though 
tho Gormans still clung to a rulgo near by on 
the kdt front. Fairther north, too, they haul 
gained av fooling in the main defensive lines in 


front of Tolmino, where tho hills drop steeply 
at tho head waters of the Jualrio. I'his was 
tho first tinao that the Bersaglieri met (German 
troops, and it is interesting to record the 
o])inion of their eliaplain, a very gallant ]iriest 
who had been with the Fifth Biigade in many^ 
fights against the Austrians. Ho said that 
the Germans fouglit wdth markedly greater 
fury tliaii the Au.strians, that their attacks 
were driven home with trenu'ndous force — 
until it be(?amo apjmrent that they were 
}i<4d. Once tl lis was clear they desisted with 
startling suddenness, wliere tlto Austrian w^Oiild 
iiavc gone on figliting in his slower, dogged 
fashion. '^I'he Fiftli were more than a matcli for 
llicir new adversaries, and tlu^y w^ero sjileiididly 
]<*<! by tlu'ir* brigadier, ]Major-( Joiua’al Boriani, a 
lion of a man who (*ould have f(‘W' superiors as an 
ins[)iring commander of troo[)s. He had doin' 
great work b<*forf*, and was to do great work 
again. 

Globocak was sav'(*d with its guns, for < he 
moment at least, and farther south th(^ (auany 
<hivc*s <li<l not meet with any such important 
siiee(‘sses as those gain(‘d between JMezzc) 
and d'olmino. 'hhe Italian front liiu^ gave hack, 
as had l)i*(*n order(‘d in ease of attack, on to 
positions pn‘|)ared in the lear. On ih(5 Kal 
plateau the right wing of th(' d\vonty-soventh 
(\)rps r(*f)lied vigorously to tin Austrian attacks 
and took s(*.v(*ral hundred ])risonei*s, wdiile 
sev<*rnl lumdrtMl nua-c* wen* taken on tho main 
Bainsizza ]) la lean. 

At evening on October 24 the ]iosition was 
rouglily as follows. On the oxtremo k'ft of 
tin* Italian Front the enemy driven was still 
held up at the Saga dt^file, and the Bolounik 
ridge was still oeeufiiod by tho dofendors. 
But oast of Krasji Vrh troo])s of tho oiu'iny 
Fourteenth Aiiny, mixed Gc'rman and Austrian 
under General Otto von Below, had hrokiai 
thi-ougli the Italian liru*s on the left bank of 
the Isonzo and driven straight at (-aporett/o, 
snpiiortod by another largo force, belonging 
to the same army, wdiieh had broken through 
or tiirn^'d the Italian positions on Mrzli and 
Vodil Vrh and pressetl up tiro Isonzo valley, 
isolating tho Aljiini in tlie Monte Nero region, 
who had held firm under a remorseless bom- 
bardment and a strong infantry attack. On 
tho right bank of the Isonzo, advancing faiiw ise 
from the Ttilmino bridgelieacl, other divisions 
of General von Below^’s Army had reached 
in several places the system of ridges tliat runs 
parallel with the river. Furious fighting was 
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still taking place at the hainlc^t of Lnieo, 
south-east of Caporettt), which changed hands 
eiglit times liefore its heroic d<d‘onders were 
finally oveivvhchned, very few escaping. Hut 
between huico and (llobocak the main Italian 
re.scrve positions were alrea.dy in the hands of 
the enemy, and betw(*en Luico and Caporetlo 
another wedge was tinust d(M‘[) into th(‘ line. 
Monte Matajiir, on tlie old frontier lin«\ still 
opposed a formidabU* natuial })arrier to an 
advanc;e towards the Xatisonc^ \’alK\v, and 
though the defend<*rs of Holouuik were in a 
< learly untenabki ])osition, tlu' long ri<lg<' that 
runs from Stol (5,407 feet, south-west of Saga) 
to Starijski Vrh (5,2ti‘5 feet, north -west of 
(\tporetto) othned an t^xcellent d(‘feusiv(' line 
for tluan to ftill ba(*k upon across the riv<‘r. 
South of 4\)lmino, east of tlie Isonzo, the right 
wing of thc^ It.alian Twenty sf'vent h Corps wa^ 
corning back slowly, bringing its ])risoners, 
and giving aiupl(‘ time for its guns t<» be 
remov(*d to t.hc! riglit bank t»f th<' riv'(*r, while 
a similar movement was taking placM' on tla^ 
main Hainsizza plat<NUi, 'Tiie i'liemy artillery 
lire in this s(*ct()r had lu'en tt'rrific -ey<‘-wit 
masses described the wholt‘ plateau as l)eing 
‘‘ int'H'ly a lan(lscaj)e of fhrshes ” but tlu* 
steadiness of thci troops was unshak(*n. On 
thc» morning of the 25th it was ck*ar to the 
Italian Higli (’ommand that a serious local 
defeat had been sustained, and it- was obvious 


that the recent gains on the Bainsizza would 
have to be surrendertMl, and a return ma<le to 
a line more* or less resembling that wt)n iii tlu‘ 
May ofTensivc', but ineUiditig Monti' Santo, 
which only fell to the Italians in August-. 
The results of the lighting north of l\.)lmino 
hacl b('('n very disappointing, but there scM'ined 
no reason to those at Udine to <louht that the 
gap in tiu' line could Ix' stoj>p(‘d and the’ I'liemy 
hi‘ld up in front of the strong rcservi^ ])ositions 
which faced him. 

Trom a tiistanec the situation looked serious, 
but not at all d(‘sp(‘i*at e, and th(‘r(‘ was en- 
couragement in tlu‘ fact that tlu^ right of the 
Sei'ond Army and the whole of thtr Tlur<l 
Army had ma-dt‘ the enemy pay very diMuly 
for his v'ain attempt-^ to bri^ak th<‘ir 
lini'.-^. 

Ibit at that moment it was not- possible to 
judge the situation from a distance. I >(4 ails 
were imt yet tt> haial, and until the illustrative 
iletauls r<‘aichi'd 1 1 ead(| ua rt ers it w jis <iitli(‘ult 
to believe t hat tlu' situaitiim ccaild not speedily 
bi‘ repiiiriMl by the ti'oops which wen* falling 
l)a<*k from the- lost ])()siti()ns and hy the I’esi'rves 
whi(‘h weie b(*ing rapidly t)ush(‘d u[>. The 
crisis came when the troops driven back from 
the ( *iipon‘t to-'rolinino st‘ctoi* got out of ia>nt-r(»l 
amd in their disordiai'd retread avlong the de(‘p, 
naxrnnv mountaiin gl(‘ns, o\ erw helm<‘d and 
cau'iied aiwaiy with th(‘m tlx* res(‘r\es who wa'ie 
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b<^ing hastily dispatched to the line in small 
detachments. 

The broach was made, and it widened rapidly 
owing to the failure of the reserves to arrive 
on t he scene in time, and in good oi*der. Those 
who came through the broken troops retiring 
from the front line lost order themselves, got 
jut of touch witJi the commands, and could 
only put up a resistance in isolated handfuls. 
Many of them never reached the fighting line 
lit all, for they became infected by the state of 
mind of those who were pouring back down the 
naiTOW mountain roads. Somehow the word 
was spread (probably by enemy trooxis dis- 
guised in Italian uniforms, for a number of 
these were Caught later and shot) that the 
war was over, and that there was nothing to 
<lo hut “ go home.'* It was a curious case 
of collective deception, spreading among 
weary, dispirited men, who were completely 
staggered by the crushing blow which had 
befallori them so unexpectedly. But it must 
be remembered that this initial failure in 
moral was confined to a small number of trooiis, 
ic^latively speaking. The talk of widc^spreatl 
treachery, or general panic, was quite unjusti- 
fied, though it was natural enough at the 
time under the shock of disaster. A certain 
lipiited number of troops failed badly at the 
outset under a very heavy trial ; the enemy 
made admirable use of the advantage thus 
gained, and in the confusion that followed 
ot her troops failed to find their true “ form.” 
The point will be taken up later. In (he 
meantime it is best to pursue the narrative. 

The breach widened. On the extreme 
left the enemy renewed their drive against 
t Saga defile, and the defenders of this 
SCI* tor, whose right W'as now completely m 
tlie air, were forced to fall back hastily. It 
should be said at once that all along the front 
of the Fourth Corps the enemy had a very great 
superiority in men and guns, for the Italian 
Command, prepared though it was for an 
attack between Plezzo and Tolmiiio, had not 
n^alized the possibility of such a concentra- 
tion as did take place. The difficulties of 
communication and the rugged nature of the 
country seemed all against the employment 
of really large numbers of troops and guns. 
But these ilifficulties were triumpliantly sur- 
mounted by the enemy. 

"I'he breach widened. For the troops on 
the left were becoming disorganized m their 
retreat by the continuous heavy pressui’e of 


superior forces. They were almost isolated, 
moreover, from their corps command, which 
had been carried back by the break in the 
cimtre, so that the telephone system, upon 
which co-ordination so largely depends, hail 
practically broken down and the mist still 
shrouded the battlefield. On the previous 
day they had experienced the shock of defeat 
on their own front and had heard the rumour 
of great disaster on their right. Defeat still 
pursued thorn, and the extent of the disastiT 
at Caporetto was now cle^sarer. 

The broach widened. For south of Tolmino 
the loft of the Twenty -sev^enth Corps w^as all 
but gone, and the right of th(^ corps aiiross 
the river was falling into confusion. On their 
right again the troops on tho Bainsizza, carrying 
out a hurried retirement which had never been 
contemplated, by an insufficient system of 
roads over bn^ken and rugged country down 
into the gorge of tho Isonzo, woi*e finding 
retreat very ilifficult as their fiank becauio 
exposed. 

On tho afternoon of October 25 Ct*noral 
(*apello, who had just resumed command of 
tho Second Army after being on sick leave, 
and was still seriously unw^ell, so much .so that 
he was told by the Chief Medical Officer of 
the Army that ho could not ‘ carry on,*' pro- 
posed to General Cadorna an iiinne^diate retreat 
to the lino of the Tagliamento. The suggestion 
came as a thunder-clap to the Commandor-in- 
Cliiof, who had been confident that the suc- 
cesses of the enemy could very w’ell bo limited 
by tho action of tho reserves in the mountainous 
country west of Caporetto and Toln.inu, 
whore trenches wore prepared, and when's the 
enemy’s advance w^ould be very difficidt. 
General (Wapello’s argument was tliat tho 
entire left wing of his army was practically 
broken, that depression and disorder were 
rai>idly spreading, and that tho only remedy 
was to bring back the bulk of the troops with 
all possible speed, leaving a rearguard screen 
of picked \mi ts, so as to gain time and space 
for reorganization. General Cadorna was only 
half convinced. It was natural that ho could 
not believe in the extent of the disaster, and 
when General Capello liad handed over his 
command to General Slontuori, who had been 
his substitute during his absence on sick lea no, 
the Cominander-in-Cliief determined to make 
another effort to stem the enemy advance by 
the employment of further reserves. The 
effort failed. It wew now, in fact, all but 
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imposaiblo to place reserves on the scene of 
action. The roatls \Aero blocked by crowds 
of fugitives, troops, labour battalions, and the 
civilian population of the valleys down to 
Cividale. By the afternoon of October 26 
the loft of the Second Anny had crinublod 
comi)letely, and the enemy was coming down 
the valleys of the Natisone and the Judrio 
and their aflluerits, and was pushing westwards 
from Saga into Carnia, Gallant isolated 
detachments were still retarding the enemy 
advance. The Fifth Bersaglieri clung to 
Globdcak till their retreat was almost cut off, 
and they turned at bay again farther south. 


same move. It could only retire by tht) 
Upper Tagliamcnto, now not far from tlu' 
enemy force that had broken tln*ough by 
Saga, or into the zone of the Fourth Army, 
the wild, mountainous districts of Cadore and 
the Ampezzano. A general retreat was ordered 
on the evening of 0<*tober 26. 

♦ It now’ seemed, moreover, as though tlu) 
Tagliamento w'ould no longer serv’ti as a liiu^ 
upon which to stand. 'V\w fact that lixf! 
of the eight army corps which inad<' up the 
Second Army were either arlready disintegraite< 1 
or seemingly in process of disintegration, 
coupled with tin* actual loss of many guns amd 



LUICO. 


[Itfilidii offici.tl l^ltittoardph. 


auil backed by a group of six-inch howitzers 
held up tho Austrian troojDS coming down the 
Judrio for another tnecious half daxy. And 
there were other similar instances that lightened 
the gathering gloom 

The Second, Sixth, and Eighth Corps, aigain, 
from the Kuk -Monte Santo I’cgibn to the 
Vippacco stream, were holding firmly, and tlu‘ 
Third Army on tho (^Jarso had smashed up 
the Austrian attack in a manner worthy of 
their splendid record. But in the north the 
line w^as gone, and tho ennny was coming 
Bwiftly down upon the plain, threatening tho 
communications of tho whole Isonzo front. 
The Carnia force, too, was menaced by tho 


the pi'f>bad)]e loss of iiiauiy more, appoai'od to 
impose ai . ra*t to aa shorter line (I<»nci‘ad 

Cauloriiu aat once deciik'd for th«‘ PialV'(^ ’^Phough 
it iuipli(Ml the ad>a\udonment of ( Vidoro and 1 h(‘ 
t^nsterii \’(‘uet iam plaiiii ais w cdl ais Friuli, he 
estimated thatt he woidd not have suHicieiit 
troops aiul guns auaiilaibh^ to hold the longer 
line of the TaiglimiK'uto, mid aic<M‘pt<Ml the* gi*eat(*r 
iminediata* saerifiei* in order to lesson tho danger 
of a greater fw’critual disHstcM’. He resolved to 
“count out” the greaiter part of the Second 
Army for the time^ b<*ing, and fall back in a 
line that could be held by tho Third and Fourth 
till the brok(»n troops eould be reorganized, 
an<l h<*lp could conic from Franco and England. 
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'IMk* (h'cisiim <li(l not iiniiH‘(iinti»ly tMininond 
it-sc'lf to nil conoeriiod. (Jenornl di T^oliilnnt, 
who coinniHiHlod th*' Fourth Army, l>t*^^t‘d to 
h<* allowed to hold on in Cndoro, and promised 
that lu? (jould maintain an indopoiulont rosist- 
aiif(i for thriM* months, without supplios c»f 
aithor food oi- ammuiiit ion. There was a 
f*‘elin^, too, at the head(juarlers of the I'hird 
Ainiy, whieh was eommanded by the Duke 
of Aosta, that thi* position mij>:ht b(* saved 
by a shorter retreat on their part, or even 
by a swinging ba(^k of the line, with Moiifalcoiie 
as a pivot. it is protiable tluit (General tli 
Hobilant could have held out v'ery well iii 


Cadore for the periotl indicated. It is probable 
that the Third Army, together with the right 
wing of the Se(3ond, w^ould have given a very 
good account of itself in the Udine plain, 
but the qu(‘stion was what would haj>pon in 
between, if the Second Army should fail to 
rally under the pressure of the enemy ? By 
Saturday, October 27, the whole line was in 
full retreat. 

The position was critical indeed, for the 
crumbling of the line between Plezz<» and 
Tolmino had opened a gate to the plains that 
let in the enemy far to the west of the Italian 
troops between Oorizia and the sea. Thi^ 
right of the Second Army and the whole of 
the Third Araiy woukl hav(3 to retire along a 
comparatively narrow stretch of [ilain, iiol 
only pressed from behind but menaeixl on their 
dank and threatened by a dash which might 
rc^ach the head of the retreating columns. 
The utmost speed was imperative, speed whieh 
it seemed almost impossible to att ain . W ithoiit 
notiec*, and in a few days, a great army had 
to btj snatchetl hack through a (juickly nar- 
rowing stretch of country, a task which would 
have ordinarily roquiriHl some w’^eoks of pre- 
paration and at the very li^ast a fortnight 
for its accomplishnuait , Nor was this th«i 
worst. The broken mass formed by the bulk 
of (he Second Army and a Imgii (u-ow'd of 
eivilians, the iinbrokim Sixth and Fightli 
Forfis (th<3 Second (-orps hail its line of rctiiuit 
blocked by the throng coming dowui from (he 
north, and had to get baede as best it coulil, 
no longer as a unit), and tlu‘ whole of the 
Idiinl Army, hampered by the eivilians of the 
coastal section of the plain, had U) eon\’erge 
upon the only thi'oe permanent hridge^s 
that, crossed the Lowei Tagliamento, now 
swollen with the autumn rains. Tt was 
not to be expected that the grcMit retn'at 
could be accomplished without furtlnu' 
serious lt>ss. 

Troops of the Sixth and haghtli Coips 
fouglit gallant reargnard actions on the right 
bank <if the Isonzo, and on the Torre, east of 
Udine, and so gave time for the n^tireincFit 
of the 'Third Army to develop without imme- 
diate danger from the north. On the Carso 
the units detailed to cover the retreat did 
splendid work, repulsing tinu^ after time the 
«‘fforts of the enemy to come up from the 
Vallone, secure San Michele and the low 
ridges running dt)wn to the soti, and descend 
upon the plain before the bulk of the Thircl 
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CENERAI. DI ROBII.ANT 
Commanded the Italian Fourth Army. 


H'rftt, h official phnloiirapl'. 


Army could lx* pjt under way. H^'ro, amoiii/, 
others, the. ( Jr(‘na<li<Ms added further to Iheii 
woTideri'ul r<*e()rd. From Ihe bc'giunin^ ol’ 
tlx* war < h(* Southern Carso ha<l b<*eu their 
s|x*cial baf tl(*deld. Many times th(*y had wjhi 
l>right laurels in otfensive a<*tion oi* in i*esisliiig 
herce counter-attacks by the enemy. Now 
they were* factxl by a har<ler task than they 
ha<J evea- known. 'They had t(» tight r<'arguard 
actions most of tlx^ way back from tlx* scene 
of tluar h)rnx*r victories tf) the west bank of 
tlx^ l*ia.vt*, a dislanee cif sonx*. (><t mih's. 'Pheir 
work in tlx; crushing (*on<lit itais of disaster 
was worthy of their vdetorious assaults. Xo 
gn‘ater praisi' <;an tx; given. Aixl tlx* comrailes 
wlx) were at their sitlc; in this lx*art breaking 
duty deserved no h*ss of t h(‘ir count I’V aixl Ilx*ir 
country’s Allies. Tlx; retreat of tlx* d’hird 
Army, in spitt* of the eord’usicai N^hich was 
unavoidable, was a woixl(;rf!d f(*at. d’he 
trilmte of tlx*ir le»\der, the Puke of Aosta, 
may be cpioted as evidence of the men’s 
behaviour. The Duke d('clar(;d that Ix^ would 
'‘bow in salute t<j the humble.st of his soldicis, ’ 
such was his admiration of their eoui-age. Aixl 
the stafT work must have been worthy of the 
men. Of course there was confusieai aixl 
disorder. Of course there was immense loss 


of mat(*rial, sonx* proportion of which might 
(*oncc*! vably liavc; b(‘en saved if ix> mistakes 
had lx*i*n nutde. '^Plr* amazing fa(*t n‘mains 
that [)ractically all the Army and ix*arly all 
tlx‘ guns w(*re safely removxxl. Sonx; h(*a,\ y 
guns had to be blown u[) in tlx'ir positions oi 
tlx* (’arso. ()t!x‘is. which liy incredibk; efforts 
hail bc.t*n manhandled as far as railhea.d, Ixwl 
to lx* d<*s1i*oyed i*\cnlually owing to fix* 
impossil)ility of biinging them along tlx; 
blo<-ke<i lirx*^ or (lx* blocked roads. Ihit 
ne.i'ly all \vei*<* placed in sah'ly by what 
imnx*ns«*, rf*I<*nt hv'-s toil only thosi* who took 
part in tlx* r(treat, oi* in a. similai* retroat, 
can estimate*. 'Po rctiri* in good onler was 
eiiirx'ult in tlx* e*xtrenx*, owing to tlx; throng of 
civ'ilian fugitive's on the ri>ads, and the fact that 
literally all arrangcnx rils had to be* improvdseel. 
d’lxre* was, nx>ree>ver, some lack of motor 
transport. 'Plx* Italian syst(*m, wdd<*h, owing 
to it?^ <*llit*ieix*\ and e-conomy, had (;vok<*<l the 
admiration of the British military authori(i<‘H 
w ho v'isiteel t he Fr<*nt a h*w w(*i*ks pri* vioiisly, 
was not wella,dapted for t lu's sudden movearx*nt. 
For lorries we re* not allott{*d p(*rmanenl ly t-o 
divisions, but to corf>s atx! aimy commands, 
Ix'ing distributed as tlx;y wt'ie* r(*e juir(*<l. ddiis 
syste*ni, wliich was <*c*oix>nii<*al and satisfacteay 
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ill ortHiiary conditions, was obviously not well 
suited to the dt^sperate emergency of the 
moment. Yet the work of getting back the 
guns and men was acc*omplislied sonudiow - 
almost n^iraculously. And tluit much of it 
was done in perfect order is witia'ssed by the 
Britisli Red Cross units witii tlie 'rhirt(*enth 
Corps, These testified that they, and t bo 
Corps to wliicli they were attached, came ba(;k 
punctually to tiinc-tabb*. Their baiting places 
w^erc timed and fixed, and the orders for the 
iu*xt movc^ were always ready for them, and 
w(‘re always duly carried out. Stage by stage 
tlie retreat was accurately pi'rfornHMl. 

Karthei* north the task w'as still niort' dilUcult, 
owing to* the greater throngs i.ai tlu^ roads and 
tlu‘ threat en(‘d ])r(\ssure of tb(* taanny on tb<‘ 
right of the retreat. l''h(^ crowds of fugitives 
began to tr<md south as w(‘ll as west as the 
pursuing Austrians and Cermaris <*ame down 
upon the plains. Th<‘ Klovcnt h Cor[)S, which 
had h(*ld the northern sector of the Carso, had 
a spc‘cially hard time, and (*oiifusion was sud- 
denly incnvisod as they dix^w’ nt'ar the Taglia- 
m<*uto. -Cor a t ragic blunder had taken place* 
at the^ great bridge' that lies nearly due west 

of lJ<.liiU‘. 

'rill* retirement of the troops along the 
•jiorthern pai t of the Friulian ])lain was much 
rnori* comfilicatiMl than that of the Third Army, 
'riie enemy came down very ((iiickly upon the 
Hank from the hills, driving bcfori^ them masses 
of civilians and broken troops ; and very 
s» riously hamiiering the retreat of the right 
wing of the Second Army. A patrol actually 
j-eached Udine about mid-day on October 28, 
but was sent packing by the. small Italian 
Tcarguard still left in the town. J3y that 
^'Veiling, however, Udiiio was in the hands of 
the enemy, v\ho fired on the last train as it 
J*‘ft the station. Troops were coming down 
from the north in force, and it was cleai* that 
they wv)uld aim at cutting off tho retreating 
Italians at the river. The great briilge near 
Casarsa, the Ponte della Delizia, was mined 
in several plaees, to he blown up when tlw' 
enemy should sueceed in ovorcoiniiig thi' 
Italian rearguard and solidly oecuiiying the 
left bank of the river. It was blown up too 
soon. A ilaring body of enemy machine-gun 
cyclists pushed down from the north and gave' 
rise to tho alarm that the Austrians were 
coming in force. Tho ollicer in cljargo of the 
liridge accepted the rumour and blew uj) one 
arch of the bridge, leaving on the left bank 


of the mile-w’ide Hooded river a very large 
numher of troops and a train of guns that 
extended along the main road for several 
miles. 

The error inevitably had the most serious 
results. To a numher of the weary, dis- 
heartened troops, who were })l()ddiug slowly 
to their g«)al, without food and almost without 
aiumunition, the sudden cutting off of their 
retreat was the last straw*. As the enemy 
cami' up in greater force they suircndiacd. 
Many others pushed southward towards tlit* 
hatisana bridges, w hi're the Third Army was 
ciossing, and increaseil the pri’ss and confusion 
there. Of these a eoiisiderahle proportion, 
helpless for lack of food and ammunition, wi'ie 
eventually surrounded and captured. Ahmy 
others attcTuptcd to fort I the rivi*i', whieli was 
now* falling rapiilly, and of these a great numhei 
succeeded in reaching the other side. Among 
them was the lailk of Ihi* Saissaii J3riga<le, a 
maguilieent Sardinian unit whii'h had done 
splendid woik many times ilui’ing tiu* days «if 
victory, and now proved itself under a very 
ilifferent trial. The brigadi(‘r* foirncd a small 
rearguard and hi*ld off the eiiemy wiiile tin* 
greater numher of his men suec'ceded in crossing 
till* river in boats, and by t be help of ropes. 
The rapid fall of tho flood w’at(*r made this 
possible, as tho river was iiow^ approaching its 
normal state a W'idc' expanse of gravel intt‘r- 
sccted by v arious com])arat ive|y mi n ow 
channels 

The loss of men was v^ciy si‘rious, but tho 
loss of gnus was still more important. a, 

wonderful effort of will and endurance Major- 
(lenoral Raistrocehi had sui'ceiuled in bringing 
back forty -six heavy hat t(*r ies all the way from 
tho Rainsizza plateau. Down tho 2,0()() feet 
fall to the Isf)Uzo, up feet again to the 

riilges east of tlie J udrio, dou ii again 2,HOO fi'ct 
to the v*alley, and thence by DO miles of throiig(‘d 
road along the plain to the 'raglianH*nto, hi^ 
indomitable men, inspired by their iudomitahic 
leailcr, had brought their guns to the veigi- 
of .safety, only to tirnl (Im way of retreat 
de.stroyi'd l)efore them. Hdiese guns and others 
liad to bi* abandoni'd after being rendcieil 
useless, for the roads to the south were packed 
with fugitives, strong forces of thi* ene'iny were 
now* close at hand, and the infantry who might, 
have held them oil had no moro ammunition. 

♦ Tlu-- otlicor. General Tallarigo, mih cventiinlly 
woundoil and taken i)ri».ouer, but Im bad -av(‘<l the tjulK- 
of liis brigade. 



14 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


'riio retreat wf^ut on, but for iiiatiy rctrc‘at 
was no longer possible. 

The fall of the Tagliarncnto, which allow^ed 
many Italians to escape who would otherwise 
have bc^en cut off, was of equal a<lvantage 
to the enemy. It had been hoped that the 
floods would hold up the eniMuy to the north, 
where the river emerges into tlu^ plain, and 
a small picked force iin<h‘r (J!en<*ral di (horgio 
had b(H*n sent to defend this important point. 



(;ENKHAL D\ (ilORGIO, 
(Commanded an Italian Force on the Tagliarncnto. 

But, when the Hood watei's subsided, this 
force was not of siifrieient strength to do more 
than <lelay the liostik^ advance. 'J'lie first 
attomjit of Austrian ti’oops to secure a footing 
on th(‘. right bank of the river was a complete 
failure. Tlaiy wer(‘ driven back with heavy 
loss, near Pin/.ano. But the mov^ement w'as 
only retaided. Tiider jiressure of superior 
numbcM’s, (U*iMM*al di (Jiorgio’s force had to 
fall Imek, fighting steadily. Although they 
had to i(*trcat, they rendiaed s]>lendid service 
covering th(‘ line to thi* south fr<im further 
flank ivtt acks. 

Meaiiw’hih' o1 laa* e-oveuing troops east of 
the Tagliamento w'c'r<* winning a great renown 
by thtur hei*oie saerifiee. The Italian eavalry, 
w'hieh had Ikhui chafing under its long inaction, 
now' took the ehance offered by ilisaster. 
(Jreatly i’t‘dueed in strength by the drafting of 
voluntiH is to other arms of the Servkn*, with 
horsi's laully out of eondition owdng t<i sliortage 
of proper fo<lder, the cavalry di\’isions of the 
Second and Thiril Armies did tladr work 
skilfully and gave their lives cheerfully. Among 
them the (lenoa and Novara regiments may >)t‘ 
singled out for speeial mention. l'ht*y fought 


with their machine-guns till their ammunition 
failed, and thesn charged to death — a high 
example which hail its effect. Of the Genoa 
Kegiinent less than the strength of a squadron 
cut its way through to the Tagliamento after 
hokling up the enemy for a time that gave 
})rccious breathing space to the infantry at the 
river. The services an<l the losses of the 
Novara Regiment were not less gt'eat. Others 
wd)o distinguished themselves auiong the 
<‘overing troops were the Fourth Brigade of 
Bersaglieri and 1 he motor-cars, equipped witli 
machine-guns, w hieh operated wdth the cavalry 
iiiuku- thc^ command of the Count of Turin. 

I5y November I the Italian forces were 
west of the '^ragliainentf), and the reti'oat 
slowed down. I'here w^as no intention, for 
reasons which have already been explained, 
to make a k>ng staral on the river positions. 
All that was hoped was to hold out for a time 
sutlieient t.o allows of pri'j )ai-ation and reoT-gani- 
/.ation on the Pi^ve lint*. Owing to the rapid 
fall of the Hood waters the Tagliamento 
firovtid littk^ of an oV^stacle, and its crossing 
Ijy tht^ enemy at Pinzano, on November 4, 
onet* more rostortMl to the ent'iny his oppor- 
tunity of hampering the retrc'at, or tnitiing 
off th(‘ stubborn learguards hy a do’wnward 
thrust upon tlu* Italian kdt. By Novembtu* 5 
.\nstrian patif)ls wtati rt^porttnl in the foothills 
!it‘ar Maniago, 12 miles w't^st of the Taglia- 
ineiitt). 'I'lie time given for i-t'orgaiiizat ion and 
for putting the Pia\ t* line in a state of defiaico 
was littk* enough. But already the men 
who had eomtr hack in crowds were being 
marshalletl in their units, and the task w^as 
going more quickly than had been anticipated. 
Six corps of the Seeoinl Army liad been bn^ken 
in pieces, by far the gn^ater number having lost 
order owing the immense dilliculties of tin* 
retreat, and not through panic or weakness 
in face of the enemy. It is esst^ntinl to repeat 
and insist upon this point, for the impression 
prevailed widely at the time, and still persists 
in many quarters, that the failure in rnornl 
.stigma t-izc^d in General Gadorna’s coinmunUpie 
of OetolK‘i* 28 w’iiv^* not confinod to a single* 
sector, but ran thi'ough tlie greater part of tin* 
S<x*on<l Army. TIk? vornin'Hniffui in <juestion, 
as published in tin* press, ran as follows : 

A violent* attack and the feeble resistance of 
detachments of th<* Second Army permitted 
.Viislro -German forces to pierce our left wing 
on the Julian front. The valiant efforts of 
other troops wi-ve not successful in preventing 
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tho enemy from peiiet ratinp; into the saerocl soil 
of our Fatherland The bravery dis- 

played by our soldiers in so many meiTUjrabh' 
battles fought and won in the past two and i\ 
half yc^ars gives our Supreme Commainl 
a pledge that this time, too, tho Arn\y, to 
which the honour and safety of the country 
are entrusted, will know how to fulfil its clnty.” 

This was the published version, but the 
original wording was much more condemnatory. 
And the unrt^vised version obtained wide 
currency, especially in tho Allied countries, 
(leneral ("adorna's object was clear enough. 
He wished to arouse the Army and tho country 
to a sense of tlie cixtreinely grave situation, 
atul he wisheMl to und<M’line tho fact that 
insidio\is propaganda had been at work among 
his troops. Tie tiaisted in the generous umk'r- 
standing of Italy's Allies, and, on tht* whole, 
it may be said that his trust was not inispla<‘ed. 
But his W(^rds did giv(' a wrong impressicai, 
and led to the veiy <*omm.on belief tliat the 
wholes Second Anny had faih'd in its duly. 
Some hasty critics <.^v(‘n assumed that the 
failure was more wid<*ly extemhul, and involved 
the whole Italian Army. Perliaps tlu^ con<*lu- 
sion was natural. Th(^ simple catulour of his 
announcement lias had no pai*allel in the course 
of the w'ar, an<l as a result it was assumed that 
if Ik* told this much there was far more that he 
withla^ld. R(^gi*etfully it must lx* admitted 
that his open admission was a mistake, in so 
far at least as tlu* efftK-t upo!i Allied <tpinion 
was i-oncc'rned. In Italy, probably, tlu* r(*sult 


was gt)od on the whole. The Army »ji,nd the 
couiitry w*ere stung to a magnificent effort. 
No on»‘ who livx*d through those <lays, on the 
front or in the country, wall forget the gnuit- 
re.sponse that was given to the b'st imposed. 
By tho early days of Nox emlua*, wlien^the bulk 
of the armies wxn? safely west of the T'aglia- 
meiito and l■etr('ating slowiy to the I*iav(», the 
tide of disaster had already turiu'd, thovigh 
there were long days still of cr\iel anxiety and 
bitt4*r sa(5ritice. 

The losses ii\ men and mati'riid weri* t‘nor- 
mous. 'riK're is as yet no published t'stimaUi 
of kilk'd and wounded, or of tiii> store's which 
had to be abandoned. But more than 200,000 
prisoiu'is fell intt> enemy hands, and more t han 
2,000 guns. In regard to the prisoners, it 
should be .said that a very large prt)portion 
(*onsist<'<l of non-combatant troops, chiefly 
labour battalions, who had been engaged in 
hurrying on the i*onst ru(*tion of new roads, 
hutments, and wattu’-supply, which was ren- 
d<*r«‘d iK'cessaiy by the advaiice u])on the Bain- 
sizza. But the numb(*r of combiitants ea|)t uihhI 
was very large, and very nauiy moi'c, who had 
lu'conie “ disbanded," c*ould not he re(*koii<*d 
upon for wt eks to eomc*. d'he loss of guns, 
stoH's, and e(juipm(*nt w^as no less serious, 
perhaps even more serious It has ht'en 
said sevc'ral times in tins Jlistoiy that Italy's 
weakness in guns had alwaiys hi'(‘n i\ grave 
haialieai]) to lier idforts, and now she siirfered 
;i loss wdiieh s(*emed to render Ik r eaandition 
despaa-jite. 'Two-t hiicls of tlu* guns aahnndoned 



HAULING AN ITALIAN SIKGE GUN. 


LIMIT OF THE AUSTRIAN ADVANCE AND (inset) THE AREA OF THE ITALIAN RETREAT. 
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had been ren<lered useless, but the others 
remained to be turned against her, and increase* 
her inferiority still further. For lack of the 
abandoned stores and equipment her men 
had to go cold and hungry and short of the 
necessary moans of defence throughout a long 
and critical period. Kelatively little of what 
was destructible fell into the hands of the ontnny . 
The work of demolition accomplished by the 
retiring armies was extraordinary, and furnishes 
anotlier proof of the manner in which the 
greater part of the rc^treat was handled. TudcM* 
the remorseless i)ressuro of inevitable haste 
everything unessential in the way of orders 


the heart -b?'eaking ext)erit‘nce of the I<»ng 
retreat, wdiich had worn out tlieir bodies as well 
as clouding their hearts ? And if their resist- 
ance did not falter, were their numbers, aial 
their means of defi*nc(% suHicient to cope with 
the oncoming enemy, inspired by successes far 
greater than he had dn'ained ? pause* would 
be granted, for the task of the invadens was 
elitlicult enough. If the* Italians liad not 
pri'pareel fe>r a regre'at, the Austrians and 
(lermans had not pre‘part*d for such a gre*at 
aelvanco. But we>ulil the ])ause be* haig 
(*nough to give* aele*(piate bivathing-spaee* to 
tho \ve»ary tne'.n. and to provide trims and she lls 



llltiliati ojjictal phvt -'^rA^li. 


NETS ACROSS 

hael to bo omitted, but two cle?ar facts stand 
out to the credit of many sorely-trieel commands 
— that the bulk of the troot)s were snat<*lu‘d 
back into safety, and that the spoil le*ft to the 
enemy w^as infinitely less tlian could have lie'cn 
oxpt'cted in tho circumstances. 

For a long w^eek the picture was one> <jf 
deepest gloom, lit only by flashes of hereiism. 
The steadily -burning flame of unw’ca ry in g effort 
and unbroken resolution could not be sci*n 
It was veiled from men’s eyes by tlie gri>ss 
darkness of losses suffered, an<l by the \'ast 
shadow of still greater disaster that threatened 
to follow. Would the troops “ come again 
after tho bewnldoring shock of defeaf , and 


THE BKENTA. 

and wire ? W ith all good will, i*oul<l they 
resist ? 

Tliese were tla* cpic*stions that kniK*kc«l 
at the lu*arts of (iiosi* w’lio \\(*rc awari* ol the 
situation. It sc(‘med viry <loublful wlu^thcr 
the Piavi* line, mid its eontimiat ion to t!ie 
Brenta, where it joined tlu* front of thi* First 
xVnny, i*<»uld lie held successfully against tho 
chives whicJi were sure to c*omc*^ whc*n lh<5 
enemy had marshall(*d his forec*s and brought 
up his guns to the iu*w' front. But th(* lid#^ 
W'as. turning. Thc^ rearguard forces con(inu(*d 
their delaying actions with success, the Third 
Army was coming back in satisfactory ord<»r, 
in good spirits, eager to fight again, and many 
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units of the Second Army wore being rapidly 
“ sorted out ” and re-formed. And the Fourth 
\nny was carrying out a wonderful i*etreat 
from its mountain fastnCHSC’S in Cadore. A 
glance at the map gives an indication of the 
dihiculfcies and dangers of its task. l>ut no 
one who does not know the positions its soldi('i-s 
loft and the region they traversed can form 
a just idea of their magnificent work. Their 
evacuation of (?adore must ho taki^n in the 
most literal sense of the word, for they removed 
everything that was removable and destroyed 
the rest. More im])ortant than all else they 
brought away all their guns except a few old 
hfjwitzers and mortars, which tdiey destroyed, 
and they saved a great quantity of ammunition. 
(k>imting from th(^ day their retreat began 
they had a longer way to go than the Germans 
and Austrians who wore coming from east to 
west and threatening to cut thorn off. And 
t.hf^re was pressure froTU </he north to contend 
against as well. They were harassc^d along 
much of the way, but the covering troops di<l 
splendid service in the mountains they knew 
so well. The Carnia force, a great part of 
whi(;h wa.s surrounded in tlie end, had fought 
many hoj>eless isolated actions in the savage 
regions through which they had to attempt a 
n'tii’omont, and the stubborn resistances of 
th(we troops, condemnod almost inevitably to 
capt\ire or Heath, delayed the j)ursuing enemy 
ill his attempt to cut off the retreat of the Fourt h 
Army. A number of theso men, when the 
way of esca})e was barred, took to tlu^ hills, 
and handfuls of them sometimes found their 
way to safety, through the enemy lines, during 
thc^ months that followed, ''fhe most remaikablo 
instance, however, is tluit of a eonsiderahh^ body 
of men, some 1,4.00 in all, who, under the 
c.ommand of a Captain Arduino, maintained 
thomsoIvt>s in the Cadore moimtains for a w!io|<‘ 
year, continually harassing tho enemy <iom* 
muiiications. There was no adequate record 
of the lonely fights that took place in the 
All )s of (>arnia. and (%idore. Only a stray 
W(u*d brought by a straggler or a returned 
prisoner gave a glimpse. And aeroplanes that 
fiew over the inv^aded territory sometimes 
brought nows of a little, ho[)idess combat *€iv 
in tho rear -of the enomy lines. Of these the 
most moving was the last news that came of the 
Alpini on Monte Nero, \rho had been cut 
off on October 24 by the first onrush of the 
enemy. Flcven days later, when tho invaders 
were on the point of crossing the Tagliainento, 


50 miles away, Italian airmen reported that 
fighting on Monte Nero still went on. The 
food of tho defenders must have boon exhausted 
long since, for they had only a few ilays’ supply, 
but while they could lift their rifles and work 
their machine-guns, they would not yield. 
This was the latest tidings of those men, who, 
beyond all succour, endured to the end. Then 
silence fell. Hut their example set many a 
heart on fire. They touched the higliest- - 
oftort without hope. Some day perha])s a 
cairn shall rise to mark their lost heroism. 
Meanwhile h^t such as liear their story hold 
thorn in reverent memory. For they knew 
despair, an<l scorned it. 

81ow'ly tho picture lighUuied. Italy’s Allies 
had taken the spt^odiest action, and at the* 
earliest possible moment British and French 
reinforceinont/S were dispatched to strengtht'n 
the greatly weakened armif^s of General 
Cadorna. And disaster was bringing, at last, 
closer f50operotion botweon the Western Allies. 
Generals Koch and .Sir William Robertson 
arrived in Italy, and wont to the Front at the 
einl of Oet-oher, and on November 4 Mr. lJoy<l 
George, General Smuts, (Joneral Sir Henry 
Wilson, M. Pairilcv6 and M. Kranklin Bouillon 
arrived at Rapallo. They were mot there by 
Generals .Poerh and Robertson, Signor Orlamlo, 
Baron Sonnino, General Alfiori, Italian Minister 
of War, General Porro, Sub-Chief of the General 
Staff, and M. Barrore, French Ambassador in 
Bonu’. From the discussions which took 
j)lace during th(^ lu'xb few days were born tins 
Suj)remo Council of the Allies’ w'hoh' forces in tike 
Wc'st, which was to meet at VcM’sailles, if ])Ossiblc 
once a month, and tJie Versailles Military 
Council, which was to sit permanently. Ifore 
was a great slop in advance, wliich at tht^ 
time sooiueil to sufiice, until further disastcM* 
in another field showed that still closer co- 
operation in military matters was i^sseutial to 
success.^ As a result of thc^ discussions at 
Rapallo, General (yadoriia was aj^pointed 
Italian representative at the Versailles Military 
(.’ouncil. General Jliaz, the commander of the 
Twenty-Third Army Corps, succeeded him as 
Commander-in -Chief. General Porro was 
relieved of his post as Suh -Chief of tlie Staff, 
and his functions were divided between General 
Giardino, late Minister of War, and General 
Badoglio, the commander of theTwenty-Seventh 
Corps. Tho three men who now took over 
the charge of the Italian armies were all 
comparatively young. General Diaz was not 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


19 


yet 50, and had begun tlie war as a junior 
major-general. Oeneral Giardino was .^>3, and 
had been a colonel in May, 1015. General 
Badoglio was only 40, and he had been promoted 
to lieutenant -colonel only three months before 
Italy entered the war. The appointment of 
younger men gave general satisfaction in Italy, 
whe^re it ha<.l long been urged that the j-espoet 
due to years was dangerously exaggeratt^jJ, 
botli in political and military life. 

The new High Coiiim.aiul took over its 
dutii^ at a most critical monunt. Allied 
reinforeemc'ul s wc;re on tht> way - -some had 
already reached Italy —but it was obvious thuf 


heavy blows would (;omo long bo to it tht‘y could 
come into action, that th(^ fluty of stopping the 
eiKnny would fall u[)on the weaiy and dis- 
heartf'nod soldiers of Italy. I3y the end of tin* 
first w’cok in NovcMuber the bulk (>f the Italian 
a,rmics wtMH*. across the Piave, and the trof)ps 
detaikul to hold the? w<\st(?rn bank were aligiujcl 
in their posilions. Gallant rearguaid actifais 
were still taking ])la( e east of t he river, allowing 
precious t ime for rest and organization. 
By November 8 thtf bulk of the Fourth Army 
had succeeded in filling the gap betw^t^eii the 
First and Third, wdiieh had taken ovi*r two 
corps of the Sc'cond. On Novtaubfa* h ami 10 
the covering troops and rearguar<Js fejught off 
the entmiy for^ the last time, dis(aigag<^d 
themselves and came across the river, from 
Avhere it leaves the mountains down to 


its month. The bridges wore successfully 
blown up. 

The Italian line now followedthe Piave upfrom 
the sea to where it (;omes west, ward from ( ’atlore, 
at a point near M >nte d'ornatico (5,220 foot). 
Thence it rnii westw'urds through wilil niouri- 
taiiLs and across the Val Gismon to the Breutn 
valley, where it joined tlu‘ old line of tlie 
First Aiiuy. But between tlu' Brent a and the 
Piavt' this liiu' was, iiuwilahly, only pif)- 
visional. '^1 he Fourth Army Jiad never heen 
rich in guns, ainl most of its units )iad been 
allowed to fall iniieh below sti'ength in oriler 
that the Second anil '^Phird Armies, which 
harl suff(*rctl so heavily durifig tlu* summer 


should amply supplicf! with drafts. A 

still shorter line was necessary if it vvas to he 
lirmly h(‘ld, and tinu^ was essi^ntial tr) the 
pn'paration of positions. Tin* forwai’d iin<i 
first o(!cnpied was little* siiitofi to d<‘f(*?u*e‘, 
open as it was to pr(*ssnrt*. hoth from nort h and 
(*ast. It was, moreovea*. veay poorly supplied 
with ce)Tnmunicatie>iis, wliile*, e)n his side*, the? 
<*nemy had (?x(;(*ll(*nt main re>a(ls. It was 
clear (hat l)edwe^cn ]Vle>ntc Tomatico anel (lie 
lii-enta o.dy eledayiiig actions e.*onlel be fought. 
Further retreat liad this ael vantage, too, that 
the enemy would finel it more? dilliCult te» 
push he;)me a heavy attuf*k tre)m the*, north, 
through the tangle? of riigge'el inoimtains 
bc(wce?n the two iiv(a*s. As the? Italians fedi 
back their coimmirucalions woukl impre>vc, 
wliile those of the* invaelers woukl become more* 
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C^ominiinder-iti-Chief of the Italian Armies, 
November 1917. 

On tlir IiiiikI, n rtdronl 

wlnrl] had this a<lvantage, and J<‘s.srmMl tlio 
dan;i» I fioin thn fast, gavt' too littlf df|)th to 
I hr nKaintain positions, Tho fX|)oi ion<*f of 
f\fiy hif orh*nsi\'o laid shown llial gn>iin<l 
foidd readily hr jjcainrd at thr outset, lint thn 
disianrr to llir ])laii) was in^t ^reaf, and 
tile hills fall viay abi*iy)tly at the last down to 
the wide \ all(‘> that nnis from J’ossagn<» to th<» 
Piavi* a!\<l th(‘ flat eonntry between Asolo and 
llassano, 

There was littl<‘ lespiti^ granted for the ]>r<'- 
])aratiou of a defensive line. The bulk of the 
Fourth Army went into position on November 8, 
and two days latei* the (*n(*my engaged in liis 
fi?>^t teiitativt^ aetitai on the Aliddli‘ Piave. 
This wa^« meri‘ly a feeler, iis were various 


skirmisht's along the lower reacdios of tho- 
river, '^riie first important renewal of the 
otTensive eaine farther w(‘st, iii the Asiago 
uplands. It soon became evidf»ut that tho 
tmemy would endeavour to re}>eat the marneiivro 
wliieli !md served so \vell between Ple/./.o and 
Tolrnino. His objec*t was not to push <lir<»etJy 
from the east, but to drive dowm from the north 
and turn the new line. 'I'he Italians had 
already withdrawn from llie fartliest poiiit.s 
leachod in their eountta’-offensive of »Jime, 101(>,. 
and it was obx'ions tliat umler strong pressure 
they would have to witlidraw farther still. 
Asiago lies in a wi<le basin, eommandetl from 
all sides, and thi* .Austrians looked dowm 
ujion it from nortli and west. Tlio defeiLsivo 
line was noeessarily the high ground soiitli and 
east, of tlu‘ Imsin. Asiago and (Jallio (about 
tAvo miles nortJi-east of Asiago) fcdl into enemy 
hamls aftt*r a stubborn resistauee, and tliough 
thi*y w< i(‘ ndakiMi by a brilliant eoiintta -aitack 
by d<‘taehments from tlu‘ Pisa and Toscana 
Brigades and tlu* Fifth Bersagli<‘ri, Asiago was 
abandoiicHl the following day. The entany were 
in for<M‘ and it was ch'aily neerssary to take 
up strong d(‘frnsivo posit i«>ns. On tlie niglit 
of Noxembej- 11-12 th(‘ atta{‘k was exteiahvl 
against thr Italian lint' running nortli of Oa'lio 
by Mont(‘ l^ongara tr Moutr ^^rk'tta di Oallio. 
'J’lie first attack faik‘tl, and a s(H*.oiid wiis 
broken up by ai tilliay fire bt‘£ore it (lev<‘lopod,. 
}>ut <luring tlie following niglit th(» Italians on 
Alonte htaigara wit hdn'w nudist urbotl t(> 
eastward of the \"allt‘ di Oam|)omnlo, th(*ir 
line now running from Monti' Siseinol, south- 
east of (Jallio, across tlie V^alle dei Konchi to 
Monte Aleletta di (Jallio. Alonte Mek^tta di 
( Jnllio was subsefjuenlly aliandoiUMl, so that 
the line went from I.'irna .Meli'tta Davanti to 
Alonte Fior, Alonte Oastelgombert o, an<l Monto 
Jasser. But Monte Lisser also was to ho left 
Ijehind. 'Fhc' advance of tho Austrians down 
the Brentn valley, and the certainty that tho 
final line between the Brenta and tlu^ Piavo 
would havi* to he drawn uell to the south, 
eouiiselled (evacuation. And retirement shoit- 
en(*d the line — a noctessary measmx^, for ihero 
was still a relative w^eakness in men and guns. 

On Novc'inbcM’ 12 the enemy succeeded in 
ero.ssing thc^ Lower Piave at Zenson, some 17 
miles from the mouth of the river, and in 
('stablishing a small bridgehead in tJio loop 
formed by its curve. They were immediately 
counter-attacked and held up against the batik. 
On the following day attempts to cross betwe<‘n 
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Cjuero and Foiior, a little abt)ve where the 
Piave reaches the plain, and at San Doia\ 
and Intostadura were repidsed with serious 
loss. Another attemipt to eioss higher up was 
stopped on the island known as (Jraxe di 
Papodopoli, where fioree fighting took plaee. and 
the troops in the Zenson loop, although th(‘v 
still clung to the west bank, weie lu'avily 
punished by Italian eounter-at tacks. X<-ar the 
mouth of the river Hungarian troops suce<‘edt‘d 
in penetrating some way into the inarshts 
betwixin the New and the Old F*iave, but thc'ir 
advance was quickly contained. During the 
next few days tlu*re were several <h‘termiia‘d 
attempts against the river line held by the* 
'Idiird Airny, whieh was now faced by tw«> 
entire Austrian avmic*s. At ^'arious ])oints 
enemy forces suc(*eefled in rea<hing the right 
])ank under cover of tin* hea\ v Xo\ <‘inber 
mists, but they eoultl inakt* no pc'rmanent 
impression on thf* de fence. On November Iti 
an attack in force* faileel cnmple*tely. The 
«*nemy crossed at xarious points above* the 
railway bralge east of Tre*viso, hut afte*r stiff 
lighting the attacking forces we're* ce)mplete‘ly 
re^pulse'd, after k)sing sennet 1,500 kille'd and the* 
same* number e:)f prisont*rs. The^ troops e»f the* 
'Thirel Army were shejwing all th(*ir okl (jualitie*s, 
untai’uisheel by the k)ng trial (»f re*tre‘al anel 
e'xhaustiejii. It was a })k)W fe)r the) e*ne‘my te> 
linel that tile's spirit- anel skill of the? ek*fe'nde*rs 
we*re unimpaired, and feir the* time? his frenital 
id tacks e:)n the? Powen* Pia\'e* we*re* re*lin((uishe*el. 
His principal effort in fact- was eleve'k>ping 
III the? nen-tli, along the menmtain line freun 
the Se*tte' Comuni te> the* ^lidelk* Piave*. 

During a king fortnight the* bidane-e .-waye'el 
unce3rtain in a- ek»s]M*ri\te» struggle-. Kve*n 
afle?r a yt?iir it is impossible* fe)r iUi e-ye?- w it ne*ss 
te) re?call without e‘me)tion the* he*re)ie* e‘ffe>rts of 
these? days whein iqiein sue*e*essful resistance* there* 
hung ne)t only the fate of some? eif Italy's 
fitirest laiiels and cities, but the? wheile? question 
e>f her ability to continue* jilayiiig a principal 
)>art in the? \vt)rkl-war. Furthe*r de*feat woulel 
not have) foree)d her to snhmissiejii - the sjiirit 
of }u?r pe^oplo and he?r j‘uk‘rs was firm and high. 
Hut further dcfe*at w'oulel have? so we^akeiu*el he*r 
military strength that the? cause* of the? Allie‘s 
vveiulel lia->'o \)e)en very grave*ly prejuelieeel. 
The tollow'ing spring was to e;*arry the (k*rmaiis 
near to a crusliing victory upon the Frt*ii<*h 
Frejiit. If the Italian armies had be)en hrokei. 
in November, so that Austria coulel iia\e* 
helped her Ally on a large scale in Marc h, the- 


t?ourso of the 1918 campaigns would e*e*rlainly 
liave htH*n (*hang(?d, either in the east or in the 
Wf'st, perhaps in both. 

Se^rioiis prc'ssnre? on the mountain line be‘gan 
on the night of Xovemher 14, wdien the? 
enemy attaeke*d from Monte* Sise*mol to lMe*k>tta 
Davanti, hut on the following day the* action 
developed Tiiore to the* north, extending a-; 
far as Monte C'astelgoml)e*rto. The attae*ks 
were repulsed with serie)us loss, hut this was 
only the first of a k>ng s(*ries eif <*ffe>rts to re*a.e*h 
tile* Val Frenzela, whieli h'ads down to tlu? 
Hre*nta valley anel re'aehe's it at Valstagna, e>nly 
sewn mik‘s from the plain. Attacks he*twe*e‘n 
l*'risoni (due? e*ast of ( ^as< elgomhe*rto) and (/isme>n 
in the lh‘e*nta. valk‘y w’^e*re‘ broken np by artilk*ry 
fire*, but farf her c’asf , be‘<w e*en the Hri*nta anel 
the* Piave*, the? Italians he'gaii tei fall l)ae*k 
towarels the* lilies they had ehe»st‘n for a de'linitt) 
stand. 4^111? first e?f lh(‘ir fe)i\varei positions 
te> he* gi\(*n up was Motile* 'feimatiee) 4die3 
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enemy was hegiiming to push harel on the? 
Middle? Piave?, ne*ar thicro, sema* f(?w mile?s 
<k>wn the* rive*r from .Memfe* 4'emiat ie*e>, anel the? 
eiange*!* e>f e‘ne*iiele‘me‘iit was fete? gre*at. 'flu? 
extn*me? le*ft etf the- Fourth .Army hung eai a elay 
longer, throwing hack the* <*ne‘iny frean Monte? 
H<nie*oiie, hut on Ne>\e*mher 15 a withelrawal 
was effe*e-tt‘el te? Meaite* I’rassolaii. 'The* wheile? 
front was now' e>n fire* fe)r a eli.stanee of 20 mile s, 
from e*asl, of .Asiagei te? the* l*ia\e*, and fetr a 
fortnight the? ene*my slie>ve* in vain to fine! 
a way thre>ugh the* Italian e|e‘fe’nee. He 
hamme*rc*el with furious pe'r>iste‘iiee*, first at e)ue 
s<*etor. the*n aimther, with ne\ er a [lause? of 
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any length between his strokes. Here aiul 
tliere the lino bent, as men fell thickly under 
the storm of shell and in hand-to-hand fights 
against superior numbers. Hut the soldiers 
of Italy never flinched, and they to<jk great 
toll of the attacking divisions, whicli had to 
pay very dearly for every yard tlmy gained. 
Fighting was general all along fh<^ line, but 
at two sectors in particular the enemy launched 
continued attacks whicli w(*ro even fiercer than 
elsewh<u*o. 'rhcs(‘/ wer<* at the extremis right 
and left (looking south) of the battle — against 
Meletta Davanti and the positions near by, 
and in the triangh; M«)ntc Tomba-Monte 


'^riiough the defending troops were heavily 
outnumbered, and worn out by continuous 
service in the line for weeks, they broke up 
every attack that was thrown again.^t them. 
The Austrian forces increased continually as 
they were joined by troops of tho Tsonzo and 
Carso Armies, and when a division was exhausted 
by its vain efforts to loosen tho Italian hold 
there was always another to take its places 
For the defenders there wore practically no 
reliefs. The same men, who were weary when 
the fight started, held on unshaken through 
tho long trial. One of the Italian divisions 
had been given to Ceneral Roriani, late com- 
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THE ITALIAN FRONT BETWEEN THE BRENTA AND PIAVE. 


Moiifencia- Monte Cornelia, where mixed (Jer- 
man and Austrian forces strove in vain to 
smash hinge of tluj Italian li?io where it 
left tho Fiave and bent westward into tho 
mountains. 

For 1(1 days the taiemy never relaxed his 
(diorts in the Meletta -(/astelgomberto region. 
Till* Italian lino in this sector now formed a 
salient — Meletta-Fior-Castelgomberto-Tondaro- 
car-Hadeneccho, and thence south-east to the 
Rrenta — for thi^ Austrians had pushed forward 
ilown th(' valley till they were held up in the 
narrow glen near the village of San Marino. 


mander of the Fifth Bersaglieri Brigade, and 
his inspiring influence hel]ied to hold his men 
firm under tho relentless pri>ssure of the enemy. 
But most of all it was their own enduring 
hearts that made them stanil the incredibla 
strain. In the bitter cold they fought and 
slept and fought again, unwearyingly, uncom- 
plainingly. It was their duty to grin time for 
the preparation of a new line farther back^ 
and they diil their duty, to their own groat 
honour and that of their country. In vain 
the enemy waves dashed up and round tho 
mountain salient. It held unbroken. 
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Ill the other critical sector the strugjjjle 
no less furious. On November 15 tlu* eiK'iuy 
made a determined atteTn])t to seize Monte 
Cornelia (2, ISO ft.), the ridge which runs north- 
westwarils immediately above Quero. This 
was tlie first heavy blow against tlio Ninth 
Italian Corps, which held tlie hinge' from 
west of Quero to below Cormuhi, on tlie l*iave, 
just abov(’ the Montello, which was occunieil 
by the Eighth Corps of the Third Army (late 
Second Army), and for a week there was no 
respite for the defenders, '^riiroiighout th(‘ 
afternoon of November 15 and all througli the 
next tlay, the Como Brigade maintaiiK'il its 
hold, beating off eight seimiate attacks. But 
attacks to the west and south made the Cornelia 
position untenable, and aftia* a rt'st. the (\)mo 
Brigades was withdrawn slightly to the west. On 
th(^ evening of November 17 strong (MUMuy forces 
moved against the Monte 'romha-Monfenera 
positions, south of Quero, and a d<‘spi‘rat.i* 
struggle follow(*d, which lust<‘d for five ilays. 
At the same time pr(‘ssure was renewi'd fi-oni 
the north, against the line running west of 
Monte Cornelia to Monte l^inlana St'cca, and 
here also the encMiiy werc^ in grc'at forc(‘. 

'rho attack in the south Ix'gan on the eviaiing 
of Novemb(M‘ 17 wdth an attianpt to push 
through bi'tween the end of the MonfeiuMU 
ridge arid tlie river, and so turn tlw^ position. 
It failed, but during th(* night the cuiany 


launched four sepaiate attacks against the 
northern slopes of tla^ ridge fiom the diri'ction 
of Quero. These, too, failed, but the enemy 
persisted, and on the morning of Novemlx'r 18, 
aft(M’ a short but violent artilk‘ry preparation, 
he attacked along the whole line from Monte 
Tomba to the rivt'r, ami succcimUmI temjxaarily 
in gaining a footing on thi' ridgi*. 

The story of tin* nc‘xt fivi^ days is om^ of 
continual attack and counter-attack. Again 
and again tlu' laaMuy gained tlui ridge, at \ arious 
points, only to bo diiveii back, 'riie fighting 
on Novembia* 20 was esjxvially d(*sp(*rate. 
Hitherto the main attacks had btx'n condm'ted 
by the Austrians, ami th(‘ oath Division, of 
IG battalions, se\’eral of which wort' Bosnians, 
had shown the most obstinati* eouragi*. But 
on Novi'inbei’ 20 a (k'rman .liigi'r division, 
which inclndc‘d two battalions of bV/n/r/dyr/', 
was sent in to diivc the Italians from their 
last inoinitain liiu*. 'The result was t hc‘ sami*. 
'Flu* (lermans, liy spUaidid lighting, gaini'd a 
footing on th(‘ e.rest , only to he drivi'ii off hy a. 
magniliemit <*onnter-attaek which r(‘snlled in 
a number of (Jeiinan prisomas Ixang taken. 
But once moie the Italians wc'i’i^ foi'ced to 
r('tire Ix'low the er<‘st towards the river, 
whore a ih'vastating artillery tiri^ trom the 
farllu'i' hank look thcan in tlu^ (lank. One- 
gallant gioiij), liow(‘ver, h(‘ld out on an 
ailvarieed spur, \n here tlx‘y eould obtain some 
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PUKPAUATIONS FOU BAURICADINCJ 

and by ohsiinato inac'hiiK'-jzuii firo 
th(‘ (Mioiny from makiiij^ fiirthrr 
pro^if'ss. Tf»'' ci'ivst romainod, prtu‘ti<‘ally 
speaUin^JC, a no man’s land, Patrols of both 
sid(<s Imng on Ikmv and watcliing oacli 

othor and the main foroc's bolow. 

Novombor 21 was a n^lativoly rpiiot day. 
ddio Italians piisliod forward thoir lino in tbo 
morning, and brokt^ up an onomy movonaait 
by artillory firo. Hut on tho following mornin^^ 
tlio oiK'iny made' anotluM' dotormiiu'd allompt 
to bre^ak tlirongb to t ho plain. 'I’liis was, in 
fai*t, tln‘ oritioal momont, and whothor the* 
e'liomy rt'alizoel it e>r not, he* made> a gie'at e*rfe>rt, 
with fre’sh troe:»])s. The* writer will always 
r<‘na*mb<'r this day. Ho re*aoho<l the* Front a 
little afte'i- two o'e'look in the* aftt*rnoon, and 
found that e>ne*i‘ me>re* the* i*ne*my had oooupu*d 
a L?e>oel part of the* ore*st. The* Italians w<*ro 
hani/inu on yrimly a little* way elow’n the* soutlu*rn 
slope's, aieel the artille*ry lire* e)f be)lh siele*s was 
inte'nsi*. In eu'e'iy way the* atl\'anti»jj;<* se*e‘me^d 
to lie* with the e*ne*my. The* Italians we*re^ 
eentmmnod, anel there* w<‘re* ne) r(*se*!*ve*s. Ilnritij*; 
the* last we*ok the le)sse's liael be*e*n very lie*avy 
inele*e*eb anel the* line* was terribly thi?i. Thlle'ss 
re'infen-e*e*monts came* it seeme'el impossible* 
that resistance could cejntitiue meat* than a 
ehey e>r two. A reserve line hael boeai elug acreess 
the> Pe)ssagne) valle*y te.) the* hills ne)rth e>f Ase>Ie), 


\Ifalitin official photo(*y(il'h. 

THE KOAD IN THE VAI. SUOANA. 
but they're* was no wire*. Two facte)rs lighte*ne*d 
the* glexan* — eaie* n.oral, e)ne' matea-ial. 'riu' 
spirit of the* tre>(.)ps anel e>f the eommanela was 
sple*ndidly re'sohito, and the forwaiel pe^sitie)n 
montioiu'el al>ove still hold out, a thorn in th<* 
sielo of the* e'n(*my. 

The* afte'rne^e^n w'e)re‘ on, and it be‘e*anu^ clear 
that fe)r the* ine^numt the enemy effe)rt was 
e'xliaustcd. The*re‘ weis breathing space, but a 
e*e»nt inuance* e)f the* atlae*ks and the le^sses c* mid 
haw e)nly e)no rc*siilt. The? stiung-out line* 
we)iilel break at last w he*n there w(*re* too few 
me*n te? he)ld it. A elay or two more, perhaps, 
the* ehvinelling nnmbers would suthe'.e. 

d’owarels fe)ur o’clo<*k a te*lephe)iui message* 
e*anie* fre>m the Fourth Army Headepiarters 
anne>iinc*ing that a rf*e(jnst ituteel brigaelo from 
the* Se'cond Army was being sent up with all 
spe*e'fl. And later e*ame* the? news e?f another 
l^rigade e)n the* way. The ge*neral (*ommanding 
the Ninth Corps, Cene*ral Ruggieri Laderchi, 
eliel iu>t wait for his rc?iuforc‘enie*nts. The same 
e*ve*ning he* ce>imter-attacke*d once more with 
his battle-we)rn troe)ps, and drejvo tlio c?nemy 
eill the* rielge*, exce'pt at one point only, where? 
a gedlant liandfid of men still clung to a knob 
e)f hill that had been till-ne'e! into a machine- 
gun re'eloubt. A few hours later the reserves 
arrive'd and the line was establishexl , 

l\vo elays latei*, whe*n the* writer came again 
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to this sector, the iniinecliato <langei- had 
visibly passed. The enemy di\'isioiis had Ix^eii 
broken by their great elYoi t, Their losses had 
been enormous — the imrtheru slo})es and the 
crest were thick with their dead. Fri\sh 
Italian troops had gone into line, aiul more* 
gnns had come up. It was on tliis day tiuit 
the remnants of the ('alal)iia Hiigadc', wlueh 
ha<l faced some of tlu* heavi(‘st (MKany onslaught 
and had taken a great part in the final, sueees-ful 
counter-attack, came down to rest and reform. 
Out of the three battalions of one of its i(‘gi- 
ments there remaiiUMl just over lOh iih'u, and 
the other regiment had fuore than .10 jx'r e»‘nt- 
of casualties. Tlu^ survivors were complet(‘ly 


the call to attack, and crowned their (“i'ldit". 
with victory. 

This was one hriga<lc, hut tlu'r<' wen' othc^•'^ 
which bear c*{)m[)ari'^on both for licroism and 
saei‘ili(*e that wt'it* not vain. 'The days pass(‘d. 
and t he eiu'my did ia)t again Miccc'rd in sca iouslx 
troul)ling the defence, though on NommuIm'i- 2.1 
he made one mort' ('ffort to <-omt‘ up the* eastc'rn 
slopes of Monfent'i a fi om tlu' ri\'i‘r. 'This w a-. 
a compl(‘te failun', and an Italian Alpiia* 
battalion t(^ok a funnher of prisom rs in i 
biilliiuit eounti'r attack. 'rhereaft(‘r in ihi-. 
sector the battle dit‘d down. 

Mi'aiiw'hile theic had lu'en hea\ y tight ing 
to th(‘ fiorth and W('st. and the < nem.\ had 
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worn out, red-eyed, and stumbling as tluy 
mnrclu'd. Hut they knew’ what they had dora* 
and they were proud of it. Think what they 
ba<l done. For 12 days they had marched 
with all their imptaiinaaita, down fr(»ni th<* 
inountaiie; tla'V had held inviolat<*. Tlien 
they had turm'd and fouglU, at once, on 
a new, unprcpar<*d liiu'. Th(*y had slept in 
the opi'ii, with only oia* hlanktd api<*ce. 
The rain had bealett on them and tin* 
frosts lia<l chilled tlaan. When they w<*re 
not fighting tlH*y were digging, and hot 
food leaclu'd them once a day at most. 
But they never flinched. And at the end 
of the long struggle that had so tearfully 
tliinned tlieir ranks th(*y answered once mon* 


gaiiusl somii ground. It was on Xo\<Mnl)er 21 
that he made' his first s(‘i‘iou.s piish against 
tlx- Italian line frj)m .\htnt(‘ Maitafia Seeea 
jwest of C,)uero) to Mont<‘ Spinoneia, about a 
mil'* in a soiit h-easti rly dirt'clion. Tlu* Italian 
line now formed a ])rononn(‘ed sahl'ut, with 
^lonte Fontana Steen it.^ ap<‘\. lor tiw' 

trof)ps tart Iks* west had abandoned Monte 
Frassolafi and taken up a Ilia* that lan fi*om 
San Marino in the Ih-eiifa \ alley hy ('ol (k^lla 
Ilerr»‘tla (4,770 f<M-t ) aial Monte IN*rti(*a, 
(r>,t)77 feel) to a point al)oiil Iw-j miles north 
of llie snmmil of Monl<‘ (bappa (0,821 feet), 
d'he west(*rn side of this sali(*nt lan in a nmth- 
iiort h-<*ast(*rly direct ion from Mo!it<‘ (Jra])pa, in 
a hmg ridge <»\'er .1,00(1 feet high, to Monte 
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Fcjrilana Secca. The apex of the salient was 
only lijrhtly held, and after repulsing tlio first 
attack against Monte Fontana Secca the 
ilefence was withdrawn to Monte Solarolo, a 
point on the same I'idge about a mile to the 
sfMjthwaril. This ridge, with Sjaiioncia and 
the lower spurs which join th(i latter to Monte 
Pal lone (west of and above Monte Tomba), 
still forrncfl a long, narrow salient jutting nut 
into enemy country, but it held firn^ against 
n^peated attacks. 

Throughout a week the enemy hamnierc*d 
against the line from Monte Pertiea to Mont<^ 
Spinoneia, but he met with no permain*nt 
suctress. lie took Spinoneia and its capture 
wiis announced in the (ierman bulletins, but 
)i(i did not announce that it was immediately 
n^talum by an Italian counter-attack. The 
hcuiviest fighting was on November 25, when 
two ]iieked divisions of mountain troops (the 
(lerman AlpenkoriJs and a mixed Austro- 
fJerman division of Kaherjdfjer, Alpine troops 
4md a WiirUardjurg mountain battalion), 
baek(‘d by the Otth Division, also specially 
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trained to the mountains, attacked all along 
the line indicated. In the wc^stern sector his 
attack was promptly ci'ushed, and he suffered 
severely from Italian counter-attacks, the 
Monte Rosa Battalion of Alpini particularly 
distinguishing itself at Tasson (on the northern 
part of the (Jlrappa Jimsslf) by practically 
annihilating an enemy column. Farther ejist, 
against the Italian salicmt, the attacks were 
more persistent. Picked mountain troops 
advanced repeatedly, but the Italian 5()th 
Division, which had done many fine things 
<hiring the war, was tis stcatlfast as the hills 
on which it sR)od. The enemy attacks wore 
repulsed, and more than 200 prisoners w'oro 
left in Italian hands. 

There was a night's pause, an<l th<m tlu^ 
attacks were renewed, but this time^ the main 
effort was directefl against the w’cstern half of 
th<? mountain line from Monte Pci’tica to the 
Brent n. (’ol della Berretta came for the 
first time into the ro7)minh l(/nes as the object 
of a v<'ry tierce attack. The enemy isolated 
th(? dehaidcrs of this point by a h(^avy and 
<*leverly -placed barragi*, and sent forward an 
entire division to overwladm the com])aratively 
small number of Italians in the front lino. 
But the res(u*v<*s, consisting of the Sieiha 
Brigaxk^ and an Alpine battalion, came through 
the barmg(‘ and pusluMi the (‘iiemy back to 
their starting f>oinl. ('ol <lella Berretta was 
saved h)i‘ tlu^ time being, but (ho stnaigth of 
th(^ enemy was continually increasing, and 
Monte Iku’tica was lost, at least th(? summit of 
the p<‘ak. Sovcaal gallant athaiipts to retake 
it failed to c^sbiblish i\ ])(‘rmnnent occupation. 
The enemy fought wdth obstinato courage, 
and wdien lie lost Monte Pertiea, as he did 
two or thr<‘o times, he came liack till he took 
it again. Its possession was necessary to tlu^ 
carrying out of the plans he was soon to 
attem[)t. For the month which lay ahead 
was to sc'.c fighting (jveri more stern and 
proloiigc.il than the month wdiich had 
pa-sstnl. 

At the end of Nov^ember the enemy artillf'ry 
was alrcnidy showing an ev(ai grt*ater aetix it.y 
than l>efore. IJis gun power had <juito obviously 
increased --- time had been given for the trans- 
port of more heavy guns wiiich had necessarily 
folkiwed th<> Italian retreat at some distance. 
I'hese w’ore now’ in position, and tuning- up. 
The scene was set for a further act the last 
in the long battle. Once more the 20-mile 
front from Monte 8iseinol to the Middle Piave 
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was to go on fire, but this time the eastern 
sector of the line, what has been (iescribed as 
the hinge, was less heavily attacked. The 
enemy had concentrated very largo forces in 
the mountains east and west 9 f the Hrc^nta 
valley, and in the valley itself, and his plan 
was to smash right through to the ])lain, not 
at tlie hinge, whore he calculated he might well 
be held up by a flattened defensive lint‘ 
coming down from (Jrappa to the Asolo hills, 
but throtigh the mountain front at a point 
where success might turn the whole liiu* on 
th(' T*iave. 

A great effort was prepared. Marshal 
C^uirad von Ifotzendorf commanded the 
Austrian armies in the Asiago uplands, while 
b(‘tween the Brenta and the Piavo Marshal 
Krobatin was in charge of the mixed Austrian 
and (lerman forces. It appears now that 
(General Otto von Below, who liad conducted 
th<' drive betweiui Plezzo and Tolmino, had 
left the front. Por a time it was belhwcd that 
he was in command of a reserve arjny lying 
bt'liiiid and below Conegliano, which was to 
be thrown in to give the final blow if the 
initial operations should show a suflleiont 
degree of success. However* this may bo, lu‘ 
<lid not, in fact, resume an active part on Uu* 
front. * 

Por a long month the Italian ainiies wen* to 
be subjected to the severest trial, from which 
tlioy emerged triumphant, 'riiey were to 
lose more ground, a gt^od many (uisomr-s, 
and some guns. But they held the front 
\inbroken, and showed always an undaunted 
spirit. T’hcy were right who fell at tin* time 
fliat the really critical days wei*(» those from 
November 10 to 25 ; and if a (U^finite tui iiiug- 
point may be fixetl, the writer would choose 
November 22, wijcn the last big attack on the 
Tomba lidgt^ failed, and the lately broken 
troops of the Second Army began to (*ome 
into line again. By that liiru' numb(‘rs <»f 
new guns were on the front-, and many otiiers 
wore on the way, and in this connexion a- spetaal 
tribute must be paid to the Ansakh) firm. 
Only a few months before the tiini had been 
eriticizcMl for the (^xtont of its preparations, 
and lousiness men had shaktai their heads over 
the commit monts undertaken. But the firm 
had seen far. Tt was working well ahead t)f 
contract, and when the great loss in guns 
followed the disaster of C^aporetto, it was at 
once able to supply some 500 guns beyond the 
number on which the Gf)veriiment hatl calc-ii- 


lated. A great output resulted fi-om the 
following month’s work, and tht^ warmest 
praise is tlu(> to the workiiKai of this and other 
firms, who made an almost incredible olTort 
to repair the loss t)f guns and shidls due to th<‘ 
great retreat. By the <aid of November the 
Italians were still gi*«‘atly inh^rior to tht' 
enemy in artillery strtuigth, but they had a 
fair weight of guns to support their gallant 
infantry, and a nvisonablc^ amount of shells 
to fire frmn tluan. 

On December 2 tht‘ French and British 
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forces which had lM>en hurried to Italy took 
their place in the line, '^riiose British divisions 
under the Fa-rl of (!avan took over the Montello 
sector. A similar Fnaich force occiupaul th<» 
Monte Tomba sector, aiul the sondy tried 
Italian Ninth (.V>rps went into r(\serve for a 
timc‘, roinforeiiig niiotluu* part of the 

line. Oia^ of its brigades, however the 
famous Brufata Alpi, under l5rigadier-( leneial 
“ Pep])i!i() ” (laribaldi — rcanaiiuMl in its old 
positions imm(*fjiatc|y north of th<^ Montello, 
along Ihf? rivia*, and was attacdie-d to thc» 
Fnaich. 'rhis brigade had not suffered lik(» 
fh<^ n •st of t he corps, for the (;nerny had made 
no real edfort against its front, and it was 
fitting that (Jeneral (laribaldi, son of an Fnglish 
mother, an<l commander of the volunteer 
(laribaldian L<‘giori wliich had fought for 
France' before Italy entered the war, should 
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fdi'in, as it wore, a link between the Hritisli 
and tJie Freneli. 

Other Jhitish and Kreneh divisions were 
alioady in Italy, but not yet r<‘ady to go into 
line, and (.Jen<*ral Sir Herbert Phnner liad 
arriv(?d tii taU(‘ (‘onitnand of th(‘ whole force. 

Frcaieh troops in line were coininanded 
by (haieral Duel»(‘sn(s and (h*neral Fayollo 
was in snprena eonnnand. \\ lien Italy’s 
Allies first took their plaet's on the front, it 
was ( xpi^eted that tlu', sectors assigned to fh(*ni 
would 1)0 th<^ object <^>f a luiivy (aieiny blow. 
As it tmiied out, in» iitta(*k eana* against th(‘S(‘ 
positions. I\*rha])S thi’i laiein^ ’s plan did not 
include su(;li an attack, or ])(*rhaps a inoveiiKaib 
in this direction was only to follow a big success 
farther w’est, against tlie First and Fourth 
Italian Annies. 'That succt'ss did not conic, 
thanks to thc! obst inah* couragt' of the di'fenders, 
and the' Ihitish and French forces spc'iit a (piiet 
winter. 

After a pi'olongenl and inte-nse artillery 
preparation, such as the Asiago uplands had 
iH'ver known before. Marshal Conrad launcheil 
his attack on Ihs'canber t against tlie curved 
sevtMi-niile front from Montis Siseniol to the 
<‘ast of Monte Badoni'cche. Keavy firing 
had continiK'tl for a wei'k, every road being 
sysii'inat icalb' seareh<‘d, and <‘very Italian 


position if'lentlessly bombarded. For three- 
days the intensity of the fir<? increased gradually, 
very many gas shells being used, until at 
length, at three o’clock tai the morning of 
Decembt'r 4, tlrum * fire Viroke out along the 
whole line. It ceast'fl aftt'i* a couple of hours, 
broke out again after an hour’s delay, and this* 
alternation of fury and lull continued till* 
nearly mid -day. The enemy’s intention was 
apparently to bring tht' Italians out of their 
dug-outs when the drum-fin? ceased, to repi'l 
the expected infantry attacks, and catcdi thcan 
again by a sudden resumjition of shellfire. 

Towards mid-day tw o main at tacks were 
launchetl, the fiist from the nortli-west, against 
the line Sisemol-Meletta di tJiallio (the south- 
W'estern slopes of Cinia Meletta Davanti), 
the second from the north-east, from Monto 
d’ontlarecar to Monte Haden<?cciu', with a 
special concentration against the saildle betwoen 
these two peaks. The object clearly was to 
“ pinch up the Castelgomberto salient, which 
had defied all attempts at capture during the 
10 days’ struggle in NovemVier. 4’he first 
attack I'lidt'd in a repidse for the eiu'iny, who 
wen' finally <h‘iv(ai back from the Italian 
positions in tlie late afteinoon, with ht'avy 
losses in kilk'il and wmmded, k'aving some 
luindied piisoners in tlie liands of the 
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(lofeiiders. On tli(* nortli-east <»f Mk' saliant 
the attaek was concluetod wiMi considerably 
largci’ forces, and was sucecssfid. Sonic im- 
portant tienrhes weie taken early in tin* day, 
and tlie Italian line had to b<' witlalrawn 



\l’ri'iifh otfii'uil f'hotofOtiph, 

(lENERAL FAYOLLE. 

In command of French troops in Italy. 


in conserpience ; but the taieiny pre.ssnro 
eontiniuMi, and aftei’ a fierei* ami ])rolonge<l 
struggle both Monte Toridaroear and Monte 
Radenecela' fell into th(‘ liands of th(‘ enemy, 
encircled and cut oft by a well-laid seluaiu* ot 
attaek, admirably carji<‘d out. 'FIh* loss ot 
I ht'se positi(»ns was v(a’y serious, for under (he 
eontinuous attacks of the (iieiny the line was 
(tarried back still farther, aiul Mont(' Fior aiul 
Mont/C Casbdgomberto wei*(^ taken in the rear. 
Ily the morning of l)(*eenibei* 5 tlu’tsf* (ino 
inountaiiis were ]>raetieally surrounded by 
the influx of enemy troops from tia* east. 
'The Austrians also pushe<l down vtay (piiekly, 
in large nninbers, towards Foza, and tbiUHiteued 
to make a wide liole in the lino. Ibit tln' 
Italian rearguards near Foza, ehiefly Alpini 
aiul -Horsaglka'i, fought with desperati? eouj'ag<», 
and held up llu! eiuany siiceessfully till tlu' 
tioops on Mehdta IJavanti could b(‘ withdrawn 
and a new lino established farther south, 
covering Valstagna anti the mouth ot (ho 
Frenzola valley. Thi^ head of tlu’! \alley, so 
long and obstinately defended, had to be* lett 
to the enemy at last. 

The withdrawal of tlu^ troops from Mel«*tta 
J)aAaiiti began on the niglit of Deceinber 5, 
an<l was completed by the following morning. 
The enenw followe^l hot on their t l ai'k, and 
attempted to push down the Fnaizela valley. 


but wer(' ijui{‘kly ebecUed by lu'avy ailillery 
firt‘. Another attaek, lioMt'ver, dexelopt'd in 
the afternoon, this time against tin* hills on 
the hither sid<* of Asiago from Mont*' Kaberlaba 
to Monte SisiMMol. The i'immiiv s(H'iiu'd to be 
trying for a l)reak tlii-ougli, ami his lirst rush 
<‘ 4 U-ried him w*‘ll f<M*ward. His main dii\r, 
h<iWt'ver, at tlu' doinimiting p*)sition of Sisemol, 
was iK'kl up wt ‘11 into t ht‘ night l>y tlu* 1 th 
Ikasaglic'ri Hrigade, \n 1 u) gav(‘ tiim‘ ftn* n‘ser\es 
to (‘oim* on the s('iMie and estahlish a lim* 
farther back. Tt was not a good lim‘, liowex lav 
'^I'bt' loss of th»' Melet (a ( ^rst«'lgomb*'rto posit ions 
Jofl (he hills south of (lie \"alli* cl*‘i Koiielii 
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open to infjnitry nftac-k .ukI aililli'iy lii'o on 
t hre<^ side.s. 

Tlieri^ f()llow(‘d a lull, exe**pt tor a slight 
Austria , 11 advance, east tif .Motd«‘ Sisemol, 
on the morning *»f l)('e*anber 7, but it was eieai* 
to all observers tliaf tlit‘ iMaany was only waiting 
till be ha<l bniuglit up ami emplaced th(‘ guns 
which bml beeti eliiefly r*^sponsibl<^ loi‘ the fall 
of the ( ’ast elgf )mberto salient. riie })ombard- 
mtait ua that oeea-sion lia<l Ix'i'ii imm('n.s<‘ly 
dcstru<*tiv<*. Ft must la*, rememhen‘d tluiTi 
had betai little time to pr<‘pare satisfa<*t ory 
dug-«»uts ami tnaiehes *>n tlie mwv part t)f the 
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line, Tondar«?car and lladenccohe, wlu^rt* the 
break carno. And the gas shells had great 
effect upon men who had had little experience 
of gas, and were furnished with very inadequate 
gas-masks. (After this second experience, 
indeed, the comparative useh^ssness of the 
Italian gas-masks was realized, and the Army 
was equipped with the British mask.) The 
fury of the bombardment and the cloiuls of 
gas were the main causes of th(^ large number 
of prisoners (close on 11,000) who were taken 
v\ luui the line on Hadenecche was dri\'en in. 
Many more m(»n might have got away if they 
had not been lialf -stunned and half -stupefied 
by th<^ enemy fire. /\ similar tost would soon 
have to be undergoia^ in a new' salient that was 
in form not unlike the old, and was probalr>ly 
w'eak(*r. 

While Marshal Conrad was preparing his 
iH^w^ blow Marshal Krobatin struck again 
bc^tween the Hrenta ari<l the Piave. Por 10 
days he fought hard to win tlu^ ajiproaches to 
the plain, and destroy Ma* obstinate thin salient 
of Solarolo, whicdi lmmp<a*ed his movements 
lK)th to east and west of it. He opened his 
attack by a push on the two wings of his front, 
against (^ol della Herretta and the Solarolo 
saliiait, anil he made useful progress the 
tii*st day. ITe gained u:round in the (V>l della 


Berretta region, and a strong German force 
captured Monte Spinoruaa and the head of the 
Calcino valley, which together formed the 
north-eastern outwork of the Solarolo salient. 
Next day the Italians counter-attacked near 
Col della Berretta, and recaptured most of their 
lost ground, but in the afternoon the Austrians 
came forward again and pressed the defenders 
back by sheer weight of numbers. So it went 
on for a week, till on December 18 the enemy, 
who had greatly improved their position by 
capturing Col Cnprile on the 14th, gained the 
summit of Monte Asolone, which looks dow'ii 
the Valle della Felicitii (Vale of Happiness) 
to the plain. This was the term of his achieve- 
ment. At great cost ho had thrust a wedge 
into thi) Italian positions, and saw his goal 
before him, but ho could do no more. Dining 
the last three days of the battle he was very 
hard put to it to keep the gains he had won, 
and indeed, he lost ground. In the Solarolo 
region he liad been unable to add anything of 
account to liis first day's gains. In spite f>f 
repeated idforts, especially on December 17, 
when the German Jagia* division, rested anil 
reforiiK^d, took the field once more, the Italians 
still held the line CV>1 dell’ Orso, Solarolo, 
I\)rte <li Saltoii, and Ihiaiec' in a curve to the 
I’ombii ridge. 
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Krobatiii’s hattlo eiidod on December 2L 
by whicli tiihe ho had oloaiiy lost tlie initiative. 
Conrad's new stroke was dealt after onc^ day’s 
interval. On tlie evening of Doc'canlxir 22 
he began a heavy bombardment npon the 
Italian salient between Sisemol and the Fren/.ela 
valley, and next day the infantry attackcMl. 
They wiped out the salient, whi<-h had t)efii 
devastated by shell fire, without much dilli- 
cnilty, and captured both Col del Kosso and 
Monte Melago, with several thoTisaml prisoners. 
They had gained ground on the west also, 
ami th«^ position looked none too favoui*able 
for the defence. But the Italian reservt's, 
among whom the Toscana Brigade and the 
Fifth Bersaglieri distinguished themselves once^ 
more, counter-attacked (»n December 24 , and 
ixitook Monto Melago and a part of Col del 
Bosso. Malga Costaluiiga, too, wherc^ the 
f^nemy had gained a footing by his a<lvanee 
from the west, was letakeii by the defenders, 
and the line w’as re-established on the reserve 
positions, wliicrh were, in fact, better ada-ptiul 
for defence. On Christinas Day the Austiiuns 
inadi? one more elTort betwi^en Col del Kosso 
and the Val Frenzela, but were held up 
immediately near Sasso. The Italians, on the 


.)ther hand, (‘ounter-atta(tk<Ml wit h great- vigour, 
and recaptured both Mu? whole of the Col 
del Rosso positions and those* on Mont-e <li 
Val Bc*lla. 'I’he^y wearer unable^ to hold on in 
the wrecked tr(*ncln*s under a very heavy 
eoiiceiitration of lire. But lua-e, too, tlu* battle 
ended with th(» Italians <-ount(*r-at tacking, 
aial the em*my hard pr(*ssed to maintain the 
slight axivantage lie* had won. Next day 
the snow eanu*, the snow that w'as at h‘ast 
li\e weeks late. 

By the late <*f>ming of wintia- the- Austrians 
and Germans were v«‘ry much helped in their 
elTort to olitain a knock-out blow, d'he stars 
in their ciiurses s(H*mcid to fight against Italy. 
But it was b(‘tter so. Koi* Italy was not .saved 
by the snow, or by any good fort line, but by 
the heroic resistanc*e of her scais. The late 
winter gave the c*lumce to tlu* Italian Army 
to romakf* a shaken reputation. And the 
chance was taken. 

It must always hr* lenuanhered that- the 
advancing Gc*rmans and Austrians werr^ fought 
to a standstill by Italians alone, except for 
the hcifi given liy a hav batt('rit‘s of Allierl 
guns rmd a <*r*rtain number of British aero- 
[ilanes. This do<*s not in any way rkdract 
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I Join tlio very \'olne of tJie British and 

Frt*iK*h support, hut tlu* faot needs emphasis ; 
for thoie was a tendency to believe that thtj 
prf)mpt assistance given by Clroat Britain 
and France^ was mainly or (5ven solely re- 
sponsibh^ for “ saving Jtaly ’’ '^Fill the beginning 
of Deeianber the Italian Armies stood alone, 
as tar as th(‘ front lines wjtc coiieeine(l. The 



ALPINI IN THR SNOW. 


new front was “established" by tliem before 
th(‘ Allied troops came into lim*. ()b\iously, 
the eonfidenee given by the knowledge' that 
British and Fren<*h di\’isions \\’('r(‘ standing 
•on a |■(*s<M•ve line \\as of th<' greatest value 
during those (aitieai days, but the actual 
fight ing‘‘ was done by th(* Italians. ft was 
agreed very properly that the British and 
h’rench troops shf)uld not be sent in tf> the 
front to stiffen it by units, as they arrix'ed. 
When they began to come into Ital^N’ there 
wt're grave f<‘ars as to the teasif )ility of oigani/,- 
ing an adequate resistance on the new front, 
and tlie ]Jossibilities of fuither r<*treat ha<l to 
}>(* eonsideretl. In these eii'cmnstanees it 
was thought better than the Allied forces, ns 
♦ hey arrived, should })e aligned along the 
iXdige, until it became eleaj- that the soiel\ 
fried Italian Annies eoidd pltty tiu' part 
assigned to them. Tin* stubborn resistance 
on the Biavi* and in th<‘ mountains, ♦ogether 
with the speedy recoveay o*' many of the 
“disbanded” troops, showed that the dangia* 
of a breakdown had passi'd, and at tlu* ('ud of 
the thii-d wet'k in Ntutanbei* tiu' Allied dixdsions 
began to move up towaids tlu' fiont. Th«*v 
wen* in liiu* at the beginning of December, 
and t heir presence bi'ought a great relief to the 
4jit nation They were first -class ti'oops, at 


once veteran and fresh. Their arrival onaliled 
a corresponding number of weary Italian 
troops to rest and refit, and subsequently 
to stiffen the line farther west. But, again, 
after the arrival of the Allied forces the actual 
fighting w^as confined to tlio Italian sectors of 
the front, from the Asiago ujilands to the 
Solarolo salient. The British and Kreneh 
w’ere gro.d ly disappointed at the turn of events, 
and they were the first to giv(' credit to Italy 
for the gallant resistance which finally steiimwd 
the advance of the emany. Tliey knew, of 
course, the \aluo of their presence. The 
welcome given them w'as prt^of enough of its 
gn’^at moral value, and th(* ])ra(di(*al assistance^ 
wdiieh they afforded, as explained a})OVT\ is 
sufliciently obvious. It is only because the 
facts of the situation often seemed to bt* 
unknown or foigotteii that they are specially 
emphasized lu'n*. 

The* magnificent rt‘i.*t)\'(‘ry of tja* Italians 
in Xovi'inber and Dt*c(‘mbcr naturally attracted 
far k‘ss attention than the disaster which 
preceded it. (Xaning as it did, aftc'i* a king 
sei ies of victorious actions, tlu* disaster st*emed 
so inexplicable. In tlu* first bewilderment 
t»f the moment the simple (*xplanation of a 
widespread br(*t\kdown in inoml found most 
favour. The truth b(*eame evident later: 
that it was not one eaiis(^ which led to the 
iinc*xpoc*ted failure, hut a eonipk*x of (‘a uses. 
Some of tlu^sc*, hut not all, hav'e b<*i*n indieat(*d 
in the course of tlu* narrative. A short rp.sftfne 
of the ct)iiditions which ajipear to tlu* writ(*r 
to liave been instrumental in biinging about 
tlu* disaster, a restnHp vvfiieh is based upoi> 
miu'h |»ersonal olisei vation and <*ai*<*ful empiii y, 
may hel|» to eleai' away some* t)f the obscurity. 

take, first, tlu* question which for a tinui 
ov <*rshailowe<l all r>t hers- - t hat of tlie failurt^ 
of certain units to do (h(*ir duty in face of the 
<*nemy's initial attacks. There is no (piestioii 
about this failure, hut it must onet* mort* be 
iiisiste<l that it was eonfined to a small ar(*a, 
and to a small numljer of troops. Subsequently 
it extended, and troops k^st oi*der who luid 
begun by showing all their old courage. 
What was the reason of tlu' first bieakdowii, 
and why did the (*ontagiou s])read ; 

The year 1917, which saw tlu* outbreak of 
tlu* Hussiaii Boviilutkai, tlu? snbsecpient eol- 
la[»se of the Bussian Armies, and the beginning 
of the final crumbling of tlu* wliole Empire, 
was, ill fact, a eritienl year, as far as motaf 
is concerned, for more than Russia. War- 
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'weiiHiiess ha(i naturally grown with (he mere 
|)assago of time. As the prospect of early 
victory receded it iiicr(»ased still further, and 
until the futility of Russian dreams and 
Russian talk became generally evident, the 
possibility of “ pc'ace without victory ” had its 
attractions for many. Several of the Socialist 
leaders in each of the Allied countries played 
the (lerman game, willingly or unwittingly. 
In Italy, in France, aial in Great Britain Iherc' 
was a definite growth of “ Bolshex ist ” i<leas. 
It has already been told liow General Gadorna 
protested against the pacifist ])ropaganda witli 
which his <lrafts were infeel ed befoit* coming 
to the Front. It is a fact that a cej tain propor- ' 
lion of tlie troops from the de]K>ts \ver(‘ (^enlr<'s 
of infection. Th<i infection was not wid(‘sprea.d, 
and the majority of the “cases" w(Me slight. A 
nati I rally r< )bust constit utioi i geiua'al 1 y prevailerl . 
♦Still, tln'te ^vere xarious minoi* incidents during 
tho summer, wliic'h gav<‘ eansc for un<‘asin<‘ss. 


attack on the Ghemiii (l(*s Dames, is the mo'<l 
striking instanee. 

But there wert^ otht‘r causes for discjuiet. 
It would not he unfair to say that during the 
summer of 1917 some parts of the French 
Army passed througli a fnontl crisis closely 
r«‘s<Mubliiig that which was noticc'ahlc on tho 
Italian Front. The march events in the 
following y(‘ar showed liow splnididly the 
crisis was o\'ereome in })oth aiinies. But it 
was Italy’s misfortune to Ik* atirielo'd at iIm- 
time of her wi‘akin‘ss and at tlu* place when* 
she was weakest, wliile in Kranei* the difiieult 
moment ])asst'(l Ix'fore the (rial came. Nor 
was tile path of Git*at Britain smooth. If 
the Army never show(*d a f.aihire in morn/ 
then* were times when pai'ts <^f the eountiy 
did, when strikes and general unrest indi(*at(‘d 
that all was not well. K<»r souk* persisti'iit 
tiaeitists e\ en the eold doiiehe of Ih est - Litox sk 
di<i not sulliee, tlioimli in tin* la-ie of others 
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The Malvy trial has shown that the eoiiditions 
in Kranee during tlie same period were no 
Jess disturbing. Just as ( ieneral ( 'adorna 
protested against the ]a)liey which fail<Ml to 
check anti-war propaganda in Italy, so did 
the French High Command prot<*st against 
M. Malvy’s remissness in the matt(*r of similar 
propaganda in Franee, and show' how' it 
reached on the Army. And in Krane e, too, tlu*re 
were incidents which gave cause for serious 
anxiety. ^ The mutiny of May, 1917, aftca* the 
comparativ'C failure of General Niv(*lle's great 


the German mistake* in reading this lesson 
too .-^onn was ii usrful antidote tn iniselii< \’ous 
illusions. 

Pi'opaganda <lid work Iwuin among tlu^ 
i*aiiks of the Italian Army, and B(»lshe\'ist 
arguments were ai<k*d hy the implicit sugges- 
tions of the Pajial Xoto (jf August, 1917, and 
hy tin* iiiter]>retat ions atta(‘h(*d to it hy 
parts of tlie (dcrical p!(*ss This rjuestion 
has already l)e<*n df*all witli in Cliapter 
(’CXXXllT., ami it is minee(*ssary to go ov(*r 
old ground. One a<lditional point, lanveyer. 
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should be taken, in answer to those who 
maintain that the Papal Note had no effect 
uj)on the moral of the troops, and in support 
of their .contention instance the victory w hich 
crow^nod Italian arms immediately after the 
publication of the Note. The troops overcame 
the suggestion for the moment, though some 
of them were temj)orarily shaken. But when 
the heat of the successful offensive was over, 
and, though victory had >)een won, some of 
its hoped-for fruits were denied, the suggestion 
of peace began to work again. Still there is 
no doubt that in this matter the Bed Inter- 
nationalists were much more responsible than 
the Black. 

The fact of propaganda being accep'ted, it 
remains to consider how it was that the soil, 
in (MMiain cases at least, was apt for the evil 
seed. The explanation may be found in the 
fact that the trials and hardsliips undergone 
by the Italian Army and the Italian peo])le far 
exceedexl, in most ways at least, those expe- 
rienccxl by Great J^ritaiii ami Franco. It is 
now generally allowed that the troops were 
not changed often* enough. ThtxV spells in 
the trenches were too long, and theie w^as not 
sufficient change botwetxi sector and sector, 
while certain units seeiiHMl to spend the greater 
part ol their time in reserve. The evil result 
was two -fold. The troops who did continuous 
work were worn out, while those who remained 
in reserve became umuxmstomod to war, and 
bad little to do but w'omUu* w hen the war would 
«xid. One unit would become stale while 
another Vjecame soft. When troops came out 

line, moreover, thert^ was nothing to amuse 
them and restore them. It wxrs only during 
the summer of 1917 that the equivalent of 
Y.M.(-\A. huts Vjegaii to b(? established, and 
the provision t)f phe^x^s of rest and recreation 
had not gone very far. '^fhere was also a 
groat shortage of the type of “ cantecxi ” which 
has been workc'd with su<*h wonderfid effect 
in Franco — the place where the men coining up 
to and going from the trenches find hot coffee 
or hot soup to cheoi- them. The necessity 
for these helps to th»‘ life of the soldier was 
«)nly slowiy understood. It must be remem- 
bered that the idea of such assistance is Anglo- 
Saxon. The wwk in Franco, even wdth the 
h'lench Army, was started originally by 
British and Americans, though the later develop- 
ment was French. Italy had little assistance 
of the kind from her Allie.s. Though oneEnglisli 
w oman, Mrs. Watkins, transferred her activities 


from France to Italy in September, 1915, and 
ran several canteens with great success, as 
w'ell as urging the idea of recreation -huts, her 
splendid efforts and those of her little band of 
helpers could not pretend to cover the ground. 
Far too little was done to lighten the dreariness 
and soften the liardship of the Italian soldier’s 
life at the front. 

* Another cause of depression was scarcity of 
food, both in the Army and in the country. 
The soldier’s ration had to be cut down in 
1917, cut down to a scale which would seem 
utterly insufficient to an Knglishman or 
Frtmchman. And while he had to go short 
of his simple little luxuries and support a 
reduction even of the necessaries, ho was 
further disturbed by the news that his family 
at home was worse off. There was great 
suffering in Italy. In many places there was 
far more than scarcity. There was hunger. 

ill Sir Douglas Haig’s dispatch dealing with 
the retreat of the Third and Fifth British 
Armies in March, 1918, the following passage 
occurs ; “ The strenuous efforts made by t)je 

British forcas in 1917 had left the Army at a 
low ebb as regards training and numbers.’' 
The words apply exactly to the condition of 
the Italian Army after the groat efforts of the 
summer campaign. There was tliis difference, 
how’cver, betw^een the tw^o cases, that in Italy 
the enemy counter-stroke came wdtbin five 
weeks of the exjssation of the second big Italian 
offensive, while the British armies had nearly 
four months’ breathing space after the liuttle 
of ('-ambrai. Owxng to the losses by death, 
wounds and si(;kne8s during the summ<M* 
(the total casualty list aj)proachod 800,00(1 
men), the Italian Armies had a great proportion 
of balf-trainofl men in their ranks when the 
enemy attack w^as laiinoliod. And at tht? 
critical j)oint the Fourth Corps, though it had 
not suffered casualties except from sickness, 
was in effect a poorly trained corps. It had 
betxjrno unused to active war, and the war 
it was suddenly to experience was very different 
from the war it had known. 

To quote again Sir Douglas Haig’s dispatch : 

“ Great developments had taken place in the 
methods of conducting a <lefefisive battle.” 
The Italians had not been on the defensive 
for nearly a year and a half, and it seems 
clear that the Supreme Conunand had not 
fully realized the necessity of adopting now 
methods to meet the modem developments of 
the offensive. This fact may serve as a point 
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of departure for a discussion of the military, 
as distinct from the morale reasons for the 
enemy’s imlookod-for success. For it is widely 
held that the dispositions of the Italian Com- 
mand were not well adapted to meet the 
ofiensivo 

In the first place, it may l^e said, speaking 
generally, that the troops wore still aligned as 
though for a continuance of offensive opera- 
tions, and not for a defensive action. That is 
to say, the forw’ard linos were occupied in 


ss 

the August-Septernber offensive General Capello 
had had over 30 divisions in line or in re- 
serve under his direct command. On October 
24 the army consisted of eight corps, son>e 20 
divisions. It is clear that the task of gripping 
and handling such a number of troops is too 
much for one army commander and one army 
staff, especially on such a wide and difficult 
front. On no other of the fronts was there an 
army approaching the size of the Second 
Italian Army under General Capello, and it 



[OfficJal photograph, 

BRITISH TROOPS POSTED IN A WATERCOURSE ON THE ITALIAN FRONT. 


force, while wffiat would now bo known as 
“ battle positirns ” were thinly held. A largo 
proportion of tho guns wore still far forward, 
in their attacking positions, and the reserves 
were too few and too distant from the threatened 
points. It would seem as though Conoral 
Cadorna had miscalculated the weight of the 
blow that was being prepared against the left 
of the Second Army. Or, porhaiis, ho trusted 
too much to the apparent strength of tho 
positions held by the Fourth Corps. In any 
event, he was heavily outnumbered in the 
critical sector, and the dispositions of the 
troops did not use the natural strength of tho 
ground to the best advantage. 

Another error consisted in the unwieldy 
size of the t^econd Army. At one time dui-ing 


would seem clear that the firmy ought to have 
been divided in two or three, and, if it wore 
necessary or adx isable for tho direction of the 
wliolo Second Army sector to be under one 
commander, tho difUcnlty might have been 
solved by un adoption of tho Gorman gre^up 
system. Tho importance of tho mistake was 
increased by tho fact that tho Fourtli (,’orps 
sector had necessarily lain outside General 
Capollo’s attention during tho summer, when 
he was very busily occupied in hammering 
the enemy farther south. ITe himself fell ill 
early in October, and was actually absent 
from the front till the eve of tho enemy offen- 
sive, while his substitute. General Montuoi*!, 
had bctjii brought from tho Asiago uplands in 
August to command the Second Corps on Montu 
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Kuk and Vodice, and was unfamiliar both 
with the lorrain and the troops of the sector. 

When the blow fell, in a manner almost 
c*xactly paiallel(*d by the lirst (lennan thrust 
atiainst the British Fifth Aru^y,* and some of 
the troops failed, the task of tla* units to right 
and left, largely filled as tli(‘y wen* with untried 
men, was very diflieult inde(Ml. But tliey 
fought gallantly, and when the redreat eanu* 
it was not for lack of ‘tnornl that many units 
lost order and eolu*sion, but for laek of ti'aining 
and (‘X[)(‘ri(*ne(*. Flu'rc* \\er(' failures, too, in 
staff woik, wliieli ine\ital)l\’ inereas<‘d th(‘ 
disorder, failures natural I’lioiigb undei* tlu* 
* Sii' Duiiglii- di'’[)u.ti‘li '-i clioii l.‘l. 


suddenness of the shock and the intensity of 

the pressure. 

investigations ordered by the Italian 
(_}ov(Mnment resulted in fUeiieral Cadoma and 
(JeiK'ial (^ipello following Gc^neral Porro into 
retirement. Neither could disclaim his share 
of respoiisihility for the disaster, though each 
might argue with some justice that he was the 
victim of cirenmstaueea. Fach had done great 
work in his time for his country and for the 
Allied cause. It was their best consolation 
when tluy had left the commands wdiich they 
had long ludd with lioiiour to witness the 
wonderful rt'covery on the new lin<* and the 
spl<‘ndi(l successes of the following year. 
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DAPTEll GCLIX. clonlt wiHi Uio 
posiliori OH tho Wosltuii front in 
the early months of 1918 and lirr)!!^!!! 
tlio namvtivo up to !Mareli 21, \Nlion 
tho Gorman offensi\ ('‘ lH'i?an. Then' had boon 
little coiKM'aliiietit on tlio ('luany's ])art as to the 
iuti'iition to aitaok ; indeed, it was tnmi])oted 
forth again and again. Tho coming offonsivt^ 
was to !)(' ihc battle, tla^ Kaiser’s battle, the 
l-u.*ginning of tho ond of tin.' eoalitioii against 
Gei niaiiy. Tlio sueec'sses in Bussia liad cleared 
the way. Tliero only nanaincil the aimiliilation 
of llie Franco -British Armies in tho West. 

Groat Britain was still the eliief eiii'iny. 
Captain Persius, the well-known Geiinan na\al 
w rit('r, in the l^rcussisrhe Jahrhiirhcr, lo'hruary, 
1918, wdnj(‘ abandoning tln' notitai that JOngland 
could bo starv(*d ont. still looked foiward 
t(* the tinn' when tin' suhniarines wonl«l so 
ha\<* rediU'e<l onr merchant ticket as to ])r(*vcait 
ns going on with tlie war. llindenhmg had 
said in July, 1917, that the (Jeiniaiis would 
will tli(‘ war if tln'ir armies (*onld withstand 
attack till tlie submarines ha<l done tli(*ir wwk. 
Jn tlio s])ring of 1918 tlu^ position on laial was 
plainly niueh more favourable to our enema's. 
As Jlindenburg said, “Tho eliaiii wdiieh was 
to strangle us has been hinst. We can turn 
our entire strength towards the West ” Tho 
Vol. XVllI.— Part 223 


dofeetion of Bii.^sia ii.ul, iud('('(.l, fre('<l so in,m\ 
more tr(.)ops for use on Hit', Westorn Hieatrt' of 
war that it was no loiigi'i* a rjiiesliou of rt'sistiiig 
attack till Iht' submariju's had doin' liieii* jof) ; 
now it was l)t'h»‘\ed that G('rmau\' possf-sod 
tho strength which would t'lialile ht'i* oiiee au«! 
tor all to settle the issue of the eoiitliol in hi'r 
own fa,vour. Ludt'ndoii'f stated oil iVliirt h 15; 
“ Wo can lunv tliiiik of attack. . . . AW' art 
entir**ly uoiifitlont, tliat the liattlo wJiich is 
bursting torlli will ho siieeessful for ns.” 'I'lii' 
Vosairhr. Zvilmuj on Marcii 7 .^aid : “Englainl 
wdll think Hit' cup tg tht> dregs ; sin* waihs 
a military ileeision. FramM* must ettnauit 
suicide to obtain this.” On March 18 th«' 
Jvaiser said, ” W t; stand at tiu' docisivo moment 
of the. \\5)rltl Wai' and at init' of tin* gri.'atest 
inomeiits in (iermaii liistoiy. Ala,\ this fei'ling 
he dt't'ply (‘ugra\t‘d on all liearl> ! All who 
oeeu]»y leailing ])t)sititnLs an; again CitlN'd tin to 
dirt'ct. their uiiinl." to tilt' gii'iit- patriotic l.t^k.^ 
hefta-o which t.*\ ('rythiug of a. jx'i-staial imturt' 
must now' gi\ e w ay ainl (Afryt hing of a partisan 
iiatuit' ho put asitle.” 'This ultt'raiiet', w’fiieh 
was eontained in a ti legram to tlx* lUienish 
JVt)vinfial Council thtfVikiug tliem for tlu*ir 
splenditi worlv dining Hie jiast year, did not 
fome up to Iht' stauthml of perferxiil olotjueuee 
whicli the wiakl iiad learnt to I'xpeet from tlie 
37 
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- and oontainnd no allusion to 
Clod. H indcnhur^, howt'v^M’, supplied the 
omission. For to a tele^rrain from the Pro 
vincial Pouneil of Pos(*n congratuhd ing him 
on the ]a‘ace with Kussia, he replied, “ (lod 
willinji, shall also overeome tin* enemy in 
the West and clear tlu' way to a gc'iieial p<nice.” 

Moltke said w(*ll, wlu'u h(‘ ga\e utterance to 
his well-known renuxrk t)n [dans {)f campaign, 
that no plan can go farther I han the first battle ; 
what can be don<‘ aflerwai-ds depends on tlie 



GHNKKAL VON LUDENDOUl F, 

First Ouarterniaster-CJeneral of the German Field 
Annies. In command in the 1918 offensive. 


result of the collision. So it was in this miglity 
('ueounter ; tlu' ({('iiuan had a General .Idea 
which eiid)rae('d in the lirst inslane« the 
separation of the Ihitish and French Armies 
by pcneti'ating at. llu'ir j)oint of junction ; 
aftt‘rwar<ls tlu" Ih itisli were to be rnlU*d up and 
Palis taken. Ihil, tlu' first sti*]) was to <leal 
M'ith the Pnitish forces which blocked the way ; 
they were the Fifth Army under Gcneial 
Gough on the extreme right fi’om th«* 
upward as far as Gouzeaucouit and the I'hinl 
Army under Pyng to the north of it. and 
these were, therefore, the immediate objective 
of the German attack. 

W'e have seen (Vol. XVIT. p. 387) that tlio 
Fifth Army on our extrena' right had extended 
ita line to relieve the French Third Army 
and now occupied a front wdiieh extended from 


just north of Clouzeaucourt to a point just 
south of the village of Bari.sis. This front 
measured about 42 miles. The latest addition 
to the front to be defended amounted altogether 
to 28 miles. The British CTOvernrnent had had 
the question of increasing the line held by our 
troops under discussion with the French 
authoriti(\s since September, 1917, There 
appears to hav^c b(>en eonsidiM-ablo interohango 
of o])inion between the two parties, the upshot 
of wdiich was an arrangement that Field- 
Marshal Haig was to take over the left 
portion of the line held by the FTench Third 
Army as far as Barisis, seven miles south of the 
Oise. The aidual operation was delayed by the 
severe fighting in the Carnbrai region during 
December and it was not till the end of Jamiaiy, 
1918, that it was completed. 

Faiiy in Decemhiu' it had been foreseen that 
the great increase in the German numbers in 
the W(‘st(*rn theatre of war would compel the 
Allit's to confiiu* themselves to the defensi\’(^ 
until th(‘ ariivid of the Americans in suflicient 
numbers should enable them to enter on a 
more active campaign. The British Com- 
mander*in-Chi(‘f, theiefore, early in December, 
issued orders for immediate ])reparation to meet 
the coming attack. Now’ it will be noticed 
that we had 28 miles of new’ line to deal with 
which required strengthening, and that our 
recent eompiests all along the 125 iiiiles which 
the British lint‘ now^ measured had to )>e put 
in a propc'r state* of defence. The magnitude 
of the task will be best understood by a coui- 
pari.son with a familiar Fnglish (example ; the 
front was 12 mil(‘s longer t han t he distance from 
London to Birmingham. Besides all this, 
there were, in addition, the daily repairs and 
im])rovements to lx* carriefl out. Further, as 
we were dotinitely »>n the defensixe and knew 
we .should be attackerl in numbers considerably 
<»ver those we had availabk*, it was nece.ssary 
to prcpai(‘ as far as possible s(*eond and third 
lines, for it is only defence in depth that is of 
any u.so in modern warfare.* For the devasta- 
ting power of art illery is such that a su[)porting 

* ll is interest iii>^ to ]>oiiit out that continuous lirK's 
without rearward furllier defences have never been 
sueeessful in war, even in the day.s of very inferior 
weapons. Marlboronj^h carried the Ne plus ultra ' Hn<‘s 
< oiistructod by thn Kivaioh with a simple assanll. Th.* 
lines of Weissenbiirg in the Kevolutioiiary Wars were 
not mneh more difileult to force, the line.s of Diippel iu 
1804 offered no prolonged re.sistanco to the Prus.sians. 
Ill all these cases, there was no sufficient depth. On the 
other hand the triple lines of Torres Vedras offered so 
formidable an obstacle to the French in 1811 that they 
did not venture to attack them. 
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line iiuist be sufficiently far back to be fairly 
saft' from artillery fire until the assailants have 
brought the gnus up from their original batter- 
ing positions. We have seen in (^hapter 
CCXXXI. (Vol. XV.) the depth thi‘ Germans 
thought neccssaiy for a proper defensive zone. 
Depth was ecpially nec(\ssary for us in the 
situation in March, 1918. 

The iiumher of mei\ Sir Dongas Haig had 
was insufficient for tlie maintenance of “ tla* 
front line systems of defence and the con- 
struction of new lines on the gro\jnd l•^‘c(‘n(ly 
captiire<l fi*om I lie enemy, an<l preclu<led the 
develo])ment of rear-line systimis to any gn^at 
degree.” . . . “ 'Fhe early construction of 

these latter systems, involving th<‘ employment 
«.)f every availahli* man on the work, became a 
matter of vital iinportanoe.”* Now it must be 
n'nu'inbered that ” in tlie course of the 
strenuous fighting in Ifflti and 1917 great 
develo[)mcuts liad taki'ii place in the methods 
of conducting a d<‘fensive battle.” The con- 
tinuous and ofIcMi bloody struggles of 1917 


conflicting condiVions which can scarcely b<‘ 
described as advantageous. If the men wert‘ 
employed in construction they were not 
available for instruction. Tt was Sir Douglas 
Haig’s invidious task to reconcile' as far as 
possible thc.se opposing claims. 

His ilirticiiltics W(‘re not lightened by the 
orders which the Army (’ouncil had found it 
necessary tti givt'. for tlu' leduction of the 
divisions from 13 battalions to 10 battalious 
apiece. 3’his alteration in sti-c'iigth of <li\'isions 
was conipk'tt'd during t Ik* month of K(‘bruar\. 
‘‘ Apart from t h(' n'duct ion in.stri'iigth in\'ol\'ed 
by this reorganization, the lighting ('ffici('ne> 
of units was to sonu' ('xt(*nt affeett'd. An un 
familiar gi‘ou|)ing of units was thereby intro- 
<lu(‘e<l, ni'cessitating new methods of handling of 
the troo])s and tlu' discarding of old nu'thods to 
which subordinati' commandei s had Imm'ii accus- 
tomed." 3’his may Im' eharaeterizi'd as a vt'ry 
mild and iliplomatic statement of the situation. 
To sum u]), it was known that the eiu'iny had 
\’<‘ry consid('rably i?icreased numlx'rs a\aiiahle. 



[OffiL ml ph()toi'.rat>h. 

DURING THE GERMAN OFFENSIVE: LONDON SCOTTISH DIGGING TRENCHES 
TO THE MUSIC OF THEIR PIPES. 


“had left the Hritislt Army at a low obb 
both as regards numbers and training. Jt was 
therefore of th(? first importance to fill up the 
ranks as rapidly as possible and provide ample 
facilities for training” the men in the new 
methods of deftaisive tactics. The pressing 
ve(juirements of def(‘nsive works and the 
e(|ually ])ressing need for instruction produced 

'Flu? ((untations, unless otherwise are all 

from F’iel(l-Mar'<hnl Haig’s ili^patcli of July -d, 1018. 
first published, after soiito modifications had been mad-' 
in it, oil October 22. 


while ours were diminish('d : w<‘ had a longer 
line to dcfc'iid ; hi'avy task.s of constructing 
new defences, wliich interh'rt'd with thi' ])ro]x*j' 
tniining of (^iir troops ; to crown all, tlu; 
organi/.iit ion of the' inlantiy units was ujisc't and 
the new ari'angcmcnt was only in working 
order- three weeks befoi'i' the ('nemy attacked. 

It is difficult to bring home to those unfami- 
liar with modern warfare the magnitude of the 
work needed on the Hritish ]>osition. ” Old 
system?- had to he remodelled and n(*w systems 

223 -2 
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iToat<'(]. TIk' const! lift ion of now cominunioa- 
tioiis and tho extension of old, inon* especially 
in the area south-east of Arras, which the enemy 
had devastatiMl in his retir(‘inent in the previous 
year, in\ oIvimI the making of a nnmher of 
additional roads aial the buildin^j; of railways, 
both narrow and normal gau^e. Work of this 
nat ni’e was pai'ticularly necessary on tlu* Somme 
buttletield and in the area recently taken over 
from the Frencli.* All axailable men of the 
fight ing units with the <‘\cept ion of a. very small 
proportion imdei’going training, and all labour 
units w(‘ro (*mployed on these tasks. ' Tina* 
vias short in \ie\, of the expeeded ({(*rman 
olTensivi‘, the labour availabl(‘ was insutlicient ; 
but nevertlu'less, thanks “ to tlu‘ untiring (‘iiergy 
of all lanks in the fighting units, t he Transporta- 
tion S('r\ i(M* and tlie Labour ( 'orps,” a great t)arl 
of the w’oik was coinphded befoie the enemy 
began his attack. 

It had, of course, been [ilain both to our Alliens 
and oursidves tliat the closest cooperation was 
requireil to dt‘al with the (Jerinan offensive. '^Fhe 
various probkans involved had all becai <*ar(*fully 

• 'fliis porlioa of our now line luul, of rourso, fonnorly 
obtained its supplies from Kreiu’h })asrs; now they had to 
eonie from ours, which involved a eompU'le change <a‘ 
(iirection in the supply lines. 


considered. “ Plans drawn up in combination 
with th(^ French Military Authoritii's were 
worked out in great detail to meet the different 
situations whicli might arise on different parts 
of the Allied front." All the n(‘C(‘ssai'y arrange- 
ments which were neeih'd for smooth and 
rapid exeiaition had b(‘en carcdully made 
'the possibility of a hostile offensive against the 
lint‘ of the Somme and th(‘ pas.sag(* of the river 
laid been eonsidm’cd a\nd thi' steps necessary to 
counteract it had bi^en drawn u[). We shall see 
latt‘r on that this bore fruit in due season. 

In Fha])ter FFLIX. a full account was given 
of the minor operations w'hich had marked the 
months of 11)18 pro\ ions to tlu (Jennan advance. 
On our front during the (*arlicr |)art of the winter 
raiding activity was deliberately cut to the 
lowest limit consistent with the mainteTuuK^e of 
an adequate knowledge of the enemy’s dis- 
positions ; thia'C w ere far fewer raids than thosi* 
undertaken by the (Jermans, \’i/., 125 as 

opposed to 225 in the period comprised bet wwn 
Decianbi r and t he cmninencmnent of the attack. 
But while the iMicmy succeed(‘d in 02 cases only 
in obtaining any ident iticat ion from our lines, 
w(‘ on 77 occasions w’(‘rt‘ sncci'ssful in obtaining 
prisoiK'rs or identifications. In addition to this 
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GHRMAN HBAVY ARTILLERY (“ A.K.A.”). 
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our patrols inaintaiiu'd a distiiud su])oriority 
over tli()S(i of tlio uiiciny, iriHict ifig rasualtios and 
taking prisoners from tlu* (J(M*mau ])atrols and 
also stTuring like advantages over his working 
pai’tic^s. 

The (lermaii forces had hecai continually 
increased since tlio heginning of November. 
In three and a lialf months 28 infantry di\’isions 
had been drawn from tlu^ l^aistern theatre of 
uai- and six; from the Italian front, and oth(*rs 
were report (‘d to b(^ (oming up. Altogctlter tla^ 
enemy had now available on March 21 about. 
102 divisions. He tot> had altered the consti- 
tution of his infantry divisions by removing 
one infantry I’egimcnt from ('ach, so that there 
otdy nine ivgiments in tlu‘ dixision. Tli<* 
divisional artillery, in addition to its original 
e(piipment of 72 guns, had been stiviigthened 
not only by the addition of guns and trench 
mortars s[)ecially told off to accompany the 
infantry attached to th(' battalions, but- also by 
largo numlx'is of h(‘avy pieces, in some part 
<lerived from th(‘ ca])tures made from the 
Russians, ])rought up against the front to 
be assaulted, with a great concent I’at ion ot 
lieavy trench mortars for more general em- 
ploy numt 

Broadly speaking, the artillery was for action 
organized in two classes. First, the Artillerio 


Kampf Alt illei’ii' count(‘r-bal tering artilleiy, 
usually s])ok(‘n t)f in (lerman oriksN as A.K..\. 
This was intended to destroy our ai’tilkay 
positions. Second, the Tiifanterii' Kamjif 
Artillerii' or infantry at lacking art illery ( I .K.A.) 
the mission of which was the destruction 
of the Ihitish trenches and obstacles. 
The first named was under tlu* Army 
(Vanmander, the si'r-oral, originally under 
th(^ same direction, pass(‘fl gradually under 
the command of Army (N>rps (^»mmander-< 
aial Division (Vimmanders the situation 

re((uired. The total mass of artillery lanployed 
was enormous. In tlu‘ ai’iny ol \’on Hutier 
alone th(‘re weit' about !M)0 guns for countei- 
battering, whik' the lit'ld aililleiy for th(' tiri' 
against oui- p«»sitions numbered some 1,200 
])ieees, with 180 hea\y guns, in addition to 
which there was a light battery attaeh(‘d to 
every regiment and six light 1 icneh-mortar. 
to ev(‘ry battalif)n whi' h aeeompaniiMl the 
infantry attack. In addition then* \v(‘re a 
large numher of t I’eneh mortals, many of v ery 
heavy calibre* firing she lls of e)ve‘i* 200 lb. Ne) 
MC-h mass of guns had e*v'e*r beM‘n brought into 
ae-tion b(*fore, anel the pre)j)e)rtie)n was much the* 
same ale)ng the* wheale* line eif attack. Part of 
the* guns hael beM*n eeait ribut (‘el by Austria. The* 
following e*xtn\e*t is taken from th<i Vienna 
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LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR IVOR MAXSE, 
K.C.B. 

Commanded the XVIII. Corps, Fifth Army. 

Nnue Freie Presse j\ist boforc the attack 
opcruid ; 

“ C^oiint Czerniri’s statoii^ont that our Anny 
was ready, togothor with that of the Gormans, 

doforid Stiassburg has already boon realized. 
This fnrnislms gieat an<l ever-inemorablo testi- 
mony to the firmness of o\ir alliance, which 
protects Knr()])e fioni prenieilitnted revolution 
and has previ^Ued tile partition of the Central 
h]inpires.” 

Sir Douglas Haig had naturally to take into 
consideration the various directions in which 
the (Jcrinan attack might be delivered. His 
\'i('ws are s(*t out as follows in his dispatch : — 

“ In making the necessary dist-ributit^n of 
the forces under my command to na'et the 
threatened Gorman attack, the enemy's pos- 
sible objectives and the rcilative importance of 
ground in tlie various sectors had to be taken 
into consideration. These objectives and their 
b('aring on the distribution of the troops are set 
forth below : — 

“ (i) In the northern portion of the British 
ar(‘a lie the northern (Jhannol ports of Dunkirk, 
Calais, and Boulogne, the security of which 
necessitatod the maintenance of sufficient troops 
in the neigVibourhood. Little or no ground could 
b(^ given up on this front, and therefore the neces- 
sary reserves must bo kept in close proximity. 
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LIEUT..GENERAL SIR E. A. FANSHAWK, 
K.C.B. 

Commanded the V. Corps, Third Army. 

‘‘ .Vlthough, as a rule, tla^ state of the ground 
would preclude a gtaieral olTcnsiv^e in this sector 
early in the yeai’, th(‘ weathe>r had been excep- 
tionally tiry, and preparations for an attack by 
the enemy astride tlu^ Meniii Koad were known 
to be in an advanced stal(\ 

“ (ii) in the (*entral portion lie the northern 
collieries of France and certain important tactical 
feat un*s which cover oui- lateral communicat ions. 

“ Here also little or no ground could be given 
up, except in the Lys \'alley itself. 

“(iii) fn the southern portion of the British 
area, south-east of Arras, in contrast to the cen- 
tral and northern portions, ground could bt^ 
giv'cn up under great iiressure without serious 
consequences, the forward area of this sector 
consist ing chiefly of a wdde expanse of territory 
devastated by the enemy last spring in his 
wdthdraw^al.” 

The course of events rendered it plain to the 
British Commander- in -Cdiief that the enemy w’as 
about to attack our line south of Arras. 

“ . . . An attack on tliis front would un- 
doubtedly have as its object the separation of 
the French and British Armies and the capture 
of the important centre of communications of 
Amiens. To meet this eventuality more than 
half my avmlable troops w'oro allocated to the 
defence of this sector, together with the whole 
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[Mtntstry oj I u format ion. 


LIEUT-GENERAL SIR J. A. L. HALDANE, 
K.C.B, 

Commanded the VI, Corps, Third Army, 
of the cavalry. Tii addition . . arraiigtanents 

had been made for the moxomeut of a Fnaich 
force to tlic southern portion of the Mritisli nr(‘a 
north of the River Oise in ease of iicmhI. 

“ (iv) AiTangements \v('r(‘ made in (h'tail for 
the rapid transport by rail or ’bus of a force of 
such British <livisions as could bt* held back in 
reserve to meet any cim’rgeiK'y on any sector of 
the British front.” 

Tt will be seen from the following narrative 
that Sir Douglas Hai^ and his Staff had gauged 
accurately the Gorman intentions. First to 
separate the British aii<l French Armies and 
secondly to try for the northern French ports, 
which were so essential to onr eon inunneat ions, 
and the capture of whicli would have <;i\'en the 
Germans good torpedo -boat -destroyer, and also 
submarine, bases, close to our coasts. 

Let us now examine the situation at the time 
tla^ attack was abo\it t<^ take place in Sir 
J)oue;las Haig’s own words : — 

“On March 19 my Inttdligcnco Department 
reported that the final stages of the enemy’s 
preparations on the Arras-St. Quentin front 
were approaching completion, and that from 
information obtained it was probable that the 
actual attack would be hmnehed on IMarch 20 
or 21, On our side our dispositions to meet the 
iixpected offensive were as complete as the time 
and troops available could make them. 



f.ViM/sfyv o} I iijormahnu. 


LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR C. FERGUSSON, 
BART., K.C.B. 

Commanded the WII. Ciorps, Third Army. 

“The front of th<' Fifth .\rmy, at that dat(‘ 
(•oinmandi'd by (Jcneral Sir H. de la F. Gough, 
K.G.B., K.(\V.()., (‘Xtend(‘d fi*nm om* jimetion 
with the French just soutli of Barisis to north of 
Gouzeaucourt, a distaiuu* of about 12 mih's, 
and was held by the 111., XVI II., Xl.X.. atnl 
Adi. Corps, eoin]natid(‘d r(‘speel ivf‘ly by l^aut.- 
General Sir B. H. K. Butlca*, K.C.Al.tk, C.B., 
Lieut.-G(*neral Sir J. Maxsc*, K.C.Ib, C.\".()., 
D.S.O., Lieut. -Gcaieral Sir il. F. AVatt.s, K.C.B., 
C..M.G., and Lieut .-Giaieial Sir \V. X. Congrex i*, 
V.C., K.C.B., M.V.O. Over 10 miles of this 
front iK'tweeii Amigny-Kony and Alaineonrt 
were proteettnl by the marslu's of the Oise Kivei* 
an<l (’anak and W(*ro tlierefoii' lield more lightly 
than the remainder of (he lira‘. 'Tlu' III. Corps 
held from th<iOisc upwards; on its left was the 
XATTT., holding both hanks of tb(‘ Somme and 
stretching up to tlif' Oniignon, whieli the XTX. 
Corps took charge of and tla* lino to Roiis-oy, 
where the VIT. Corps carried on tlu' defence to 
Gonz(‘a4ieourt.” 

The dispcjsition made ])y Gi'iicral Gough of 
his force, wliieh numl)ere(l altogtdlier 14 
infautry and three cavalry divisions, was 
such that ho had 11 infantry divisions in 
front line witli three in ic‘S('rv(‘, togetlier 
with the three cavalry divisions. Thi^ .stnaigth 
available was only siifliciont to allow about 
one division to a length of 6,750 yards of 
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front, not much more than one man to every 
yard held. 

“ The Third Army, under the command of 
General the Hon. Sir J. H. G. Byng, K.C.B., 
K.C.M.G., M.V.O., held a front of about 27 
miles from north of Gouzoaucourt to south of 
Gavrelle, with the V., IV., VI., and XVII. Corps, 
under the respective commands of Lieut - 



[Elliott & Fry, 

LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR W. N. CONGREVE, 
V.C.. K.C.B. 

Commanded the VII. Corps, Fifth Army. 

General Sir H. A. Fanshawe, K.C.B. , Lieut.- 
General Sir G. M. Harper, K.C.B., D.S.O., 
Lieut. -General Sir J. A. L. Haldane, K.C.B., 
D.S.O., and Lieut. -General Sir C. Fergusson, 
Bt., K.C.B., K.C.M.O., M.V.O., D.S.O.” 

General Byng had a total strength of 1.*) 
infantry divisions, of which eight were in front 
lino and seven in reserve. Each division in 
front lino held a length of 4,700 yards. 

The general arrangements for <Ud’enee in the 
zone occupied by these two armies were, broadly 
speaking, the same on the other parts of the 
line, viz., a distribution of the troojjs in depth, 
as in the case of the whole lino. 

“ With this object three dehmsive belts, 
sited at considerable distances from each 
other, had been constructed or wc‘re approach- 
ing completion in the forward area, the most 
advanced of which was in the nature of a 
lightly held outpost screen covering our main 
positions. On the morning of the alta<;k the 
trooy)s detailed to man these various defences 
were all in position. 

“Behind the forward defences of the Fifth 
Anny, and in view of the smaller re.sources 
which could bo placed at the disposal of that 
Army, arrangements had been made for the 


construction of a strong and carefidly sited 
bridgehead position covering Pi'a'cnne and the 
crossings of the River Somme south of that 
town. Considerable progress had been made 
in the laying out of this position, though at the 
outbreak of the enemy’s offensive its defence!? 
were incomplete.” 

Above the Third Army the First Army pro- 
longed the British line to the north. 

The position held by the Brit i.sh, coining from 
Lens to Fontaine across the S<*ar()e and S(*.nsee, 
prestmted a considerable salicait, going forward 
from Bullecourt to Fkisquieres and then trend- 
ing back towards Goiizeaucourt, from which 
point it went down to Gonnelieu, and jutted 
out again towards J^e Catelet, behind the St. 
Quentin canal, thcai in an irr(‘gulnr curve* down 
on the west of St. Quentin to Bnrisis, on the 
south side of the Oise. 

The first attack of the Germans was deliverecl 
against our line on March 21 from the S»*nsoo to 
the Oise ; a week later it extended to the north 
beyoiK 1 Ga vrel le. It was at the commoncemen t 
divisible into two segments, the northern 
against the British position from the S ns^'e to 
the Bapauine and (Vimbrai road, the other 
against the .southern side of the Flesipiieres 



[Russell, 

LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR H. E. WATTS, 
K.G.H., C.M.G. 

Commanded the XIX. Corps, Fifth Army. 

salient and thence to St. Qia ntin. Tlu*re was, 
of course, an advance betwt'cn the left of th<* 
former and the right of the latter attack against 
th(' Fle.squieres salient, but this was not so 
much pressed, as the success of the two main 
attacks would iy(^cessaTily cause the abandon- 
ment of the .salient. With regard to the 
more southern of the two attacks, the most 
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dangerous was the part which was directed 
from St. Quentiu westward. Here the Germans 
employed no less than 23 divisions, nearly 
half the force (40 divisions) whicli Sir Douglas 
Haig states were used in this portion of the 
operation against a total length ni\ roughly, 
48,000 yards. Of those 40 divisions no less than 
23 were used in tlio first days of the attack 
over a length of about 16,500 yards. For 
the northern attaerk 18 German di\ isiV>ns were 
detailed, on a front of some 1(5,000 yards. 
Against the Flesquicros salient about 0 (livisions 
seem to have boon used, '^riu' 23 divisions 
formed the Army of von lluticM*. tlio 
Will., which liad been specially con- 
stituted for the purpose. This army had on 
its right the 11. Army of von dor Mai witz, and 
on its left the VII. under von Hoehn. To the 
north f>f von der Marwitz was the XVII. Army 
under Otto von Helow. All these troops had 
been fully trained, flttorl with now equip- 
ment, and i^ere in the highest state of 
elliciency. 

'rhese four •armies numbered by the date of 
battle 64 divisions, of which 36 had been 
brought up to strengthen th(^ oi*d inary garrison 
of the lino from the Scarpe to the Oise below 
St. Quentin. 'J'here is good evidence to show 



GENERAL OSKAR VON HUTIER. 

Commanded the XVllI. German Army, specially 
constituted for the attack. 

that some of them, about 12, came up by march 
route from parts of the German lino close to thc< 
zone of concentration ; others were brought up 
by rail, but had all been detrained well behind 
the front and moved up to their |;)08itions by 
road. Th^ movement of concentration began 


for the more distant units on March 13-14. All 
the troops marched by night and their progress 
was timed so that they reached their assigned 
positions at the front or immediately behind it 
during the night of March 20-21. The artillery 
had all been brought up gradually and before the 
infantry ; the engineers had been sent up some 
weeks earlier to prepare dug-outs and shelter 



GENERAL VON BOEHN. 

Commanded the VII. German Army. 

for the infantry when they arrived. Tho 
greatest care was taken not in any way to 
attract tlu^ notice of the* enemy to (ho <*on- 
centration. No lights were allowed either in 
cantonments or bivouacs an<l no fires in thc^ 
latter. Batteries and supply columns were' 
carefully hidden during the day either in woods 
or villages. No traflie of any kiiul was allowed 
on the roads along which tho (joluinns moved. 
Oflicers and men alike,' W’ero kept in complete 
ignorance of their destination and no letters 
w't're allow’CMl to bo sent back fi*om tho front. 
T..astly, aeroplanes accompanied the troops, 
observing in the direction of the enemy, so that* 
in case of an aerial attack the troops could take 
shelter or hide themselves as much as possible. 

The diaiy of a German officer who formed 
part of tho XVTT. Army and who was killed at 
Ilebutorno on April 6 was published in French 
new^spapors. He belonged to the 26th Division 
which, with the 26th Reserve Division and the 
236th Division, formed the right flank guard 
of Below’s Army and was called tho “ Mars 
Group.” On March 13 he arrived by train with 
his regiment at Villers-Pommerouil at 7 p.ni. 
An hour later he marched to Omxaing through 
Thulin and Qui^vra’n, where he arrived at 
1 a.m. on tho 14th, and halted there for four 
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(lays. Oil the 18th ho recoivtHl seine iiifomia- 
tion as to what his flivisiou was to lie attached 
to. Ho was told it belonged (o the XVHI. 
Army and that it formed i^art of tlie IX. Reserve 
(IJorps, but was not given the name of its com- 
mander. Further, lie was informed tliat the 
German forces were divided into thn^e armies, 
designated as “Michael 1.,” “Michael II.,” 
and “ Michael HI.”* who were to be sent 
forward against three points in tlu^ British 
lines. The day selected for attack (not then 
communicated) was to be called Michaers Day. 

The general direction of the attack was to be 
westerly towards the seaports Boulogne and 


enormous addition to the artillery. Tn his (jwn 
division (the 2()th) th(*re were 1)8 batteries, i.e.t 
over 400 guns, and many hundn'd trench moi*- 
tars of various calibre's. “ Our artillery is four 
times as numerous as the enemy’s ; tanks are^ 
being employed to bring up th(‘ lu'avy guns, i.e., 
to t(m them.” 

Besides the tanks captun^d from the 
British and a few taken from the French 
the Germans had some of tlieir own devising. 
They were constructed, so far as the mode of 
progr('ss was concerncti, more after the French 
patlorn than ours. There wore no largo 
“ caterpillars ” i-ound the outside edges, but 



[Olfu tiH photograph. 

BRITISH ON THE WAY TO THE FRONT. 


.Abbeville, the intention being to separate th(' 
British from the French, when the lattc'i* would 
quickly come to some agreement. 

“ Group Mars ” was on the right of “ Michael 
I.,” which appears to have boon directed against 
the left of the Third Army, a little to the north 
of Gavrelle, on the right of the Fii’st Army. 
“ Michael ITT.” would appear to have been the 
force attacking the right of the Fifth Army, and 
“ Michael IT.,” in between the others, probably 
formed of the II. Aniiy under Marwitz. 

The same officer gives wome accouiift^ of the 

* “ Michael ** ia the Gennan equivalent of “ I’ommy 
Atkins.’* 


under the floor there were three s(;ts ('»' three 
bogi(‘s, with small whi'cls on tlie outer edge of 
the tank, and tlu^ driving “caterpillars* 
eiieireled tliese three hogit's, there being thus 
two independent belts for (hiving the tank 
forward. 'J’lie small hood wliicli rose ab(.)vo 
the centre of the tank covered the lauids of the 
commnnd(‘r and the driver. The armament 
consisted of a quick-firer gun, about equivalent 
to a six-pounder, mounted in the front of the 
tank, and six machine-guns, two on either side 
and two at the rear. It is obvious that the 
caterpillar arrangement did not give the samp 
leverage for overcoming obstacles that our 

22:1-3 
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lar^o tniiks had, and the CUTtnaii tank would n<»t 
pass ovor treiicJirs or cuttiiijrs or rliirib banks 
with anything liko Ibo oaso tliat our machines 
did. It was, indocMl, a pai*t iradarly clumsy 
produclion which had many vulnerable ]joints, 
and was easily stojjped by obstacle's which 
our tanks could lakei in their stride. Its con- 
st Fuel ioii is sliowii in the ama'Xi'd figure's. 

(a'lU'ia! von Iluliei-, who was of Friaicli 
descent (his ^randtatlua- is said to have Ix'i'ii 
arF otlieei- in (he Fi-eneh Aiiny), had made a 
f;n*at rc'putat ion by his deh'jit of the Itussians 



LIEUT. (iENHUAL SIR G. M. HARPER, 
K.G.Ib 

Commanded the IV. Corps, Third Army. 

at Ili^xa in August, 1 1)1 7. him was entruste'd 

the task of ja'iiet I’at injj: and driving back Sii- 
Hubert, (tough’s force in a similar manner. 'TIu' 
front of Ins attack extendt'd from Armand down 
to Liez, roughly about Hi, ,700 yards. At the 
commencenu'nt of ^larch the line from tin* 
Omignon to the Oist^ was held by four 
di\'isions (ounting fi'oFii the north to tlu' 
south, viz., 88th and the lath (a Reserve 
di\ision) fi'oni the Omignon to St. Quentin, 
with tlu^ .‘Uith and llUlrd divisions from 
St. Quentin to the Oise. To these 19 divisions 
were added for tlie attack, d'he concentration 
was eontlucted with th(^ gn»atest possible 
secrexty. Twenty-two of the divisions weri? 
on March 14 disposetl as follows.* In front 
line the four already enumerated. Some fivt? 
to ten mih's farther back w ere tw’o others, one at 

♦ The position of the otlier division cannot be given. 


Neu\ ilette, another at Ribemont. Still more to 
the rear wia'o six other divisions, at an average 
distance of 25 miles, at AN'assigny, Dorengt, 
V<‘rvins, Marie, Montceau-le-\\'ast and i^aon. 
d\*n divisions were about 50 miles distant in (In^ 
neiglibourhood of Charleroi, Maubcaige, Avesiu's, 
Kourmies, Hirson, Rozoy-sur-S(*rr(^, Novion- 
Rorcieii. These wx'ix* all brought l>y the 
mt*t hods already (h^scribed, and by the; moriiing 
of ^Nlarch 21 weax' in position for the advance, 
divided intt) groups as und(‘r. Tin* northern- 
most was foruK'd l)y the ill. Army Corps umka* 
Ceneral v'on Liittwitz, compi'ising six divisions, 
of which thri'o w'crc' in front liia;, one south-east, 
of RontriK't, ainjtht'r Ix'hind (Jricourt, and a 
third behind bhyet. thich of thevse; had 
another division in su|>poi’t bt'hind it. Tlu' 
next was the IX. Army Corps, commanded 
by (JeiKM-al von (Jc'tingta*, who had three divi- 
sions, twH) in front line w'cst of St. (vluentin, the 
third in support to tlu^ noi'th-casl of J hat (own.- 
d\) the south of this army corps was the XVTl. 
und(*i- (h'lKMcd von \V(‘b(‘rn. This had foiii' 
ilivisioiis in fiont, om* to tlu' south of St. 
(Quentin, anoth(*i‘ on thi' load fr*om St. (Quentin 
to La bV'i'c, t he t hiid at Itancom t ; tin* rt'uiaining 
three w't'ic* in suppiut. N<*xt came (li'iieial von 
Conta with the I \\ Airny Corps. 'This had 
IhrtM* divisions in the lirsi lin(\ oc'cupying a lira; 
in front of the St. (Quentin- La Fere road towards 
t he canal joining t lu; Oise* to tin* Sambn* ; th<* 
other div ision was held in rest'rve. In addition 
to the* 19 divisions just ('mmu*rat(*d there were 
four otlu'F's forming an ain\y r<'s(*rv't*, one jit 
Bohain, one* at Fonsomm(*s, one* at Fontaine- 
Xotn‘-l)ame, and jinotli(*r about Drigny-Saintc* 
Bi'iioite, making 22 in all. Ijati'i* on six mor** 
div isions were brought to the battle front of the 
XVITI. Army. 

To the south of the* XVTTF. Army was the 
VH. Army uneier veai Boehn. He had two 
Army Corps, e»ach of thi-eu* divisions, under 
Schole*r anel Wichura re*spectiv e_*ly. From these 
fe)ur divisie)ns te)e)k part in the battle unele*r v'on 
(layl. Tlie^ remiunde*r we>re^ vxatediing tbo 
Frcnc'h line farther to the south. 

W'e have saiel that Marwitz hael the TI. Army 
north of the XVI IT. It cenisist od of some 21 
elivdsie^ns fe)rm(^d in four Army (V^rps com- 
manded, counting elovvri fre^m the north, by v^on 
Stiibs, ve)n Kathen, von Contard anel von 
Heifae*hker. 

CJenoral von Bedow’s XVII. Army was com- 
posed of the four Corps enumerated above 
under von Liittwitz, von Oeting<3r, von Webern 
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\ CAPTUkEI) (iKKMAN IANK. 
and von (V)nta, nnd had 22 divisions. It was 
north of t ho II. Army. 

Tims the total forces iiscmI against ns at tlio 
hi'ginning of tho olTonsivo, or within a short 
t iint^ aft (a wards, was 78 divisions. 

Tho (’onnnand(‘r- of tlu* Kronoh Army, (haa'raJ 
l*(!*lain, had, or] nally with Fit‘ldMajs}ud ftaig, 
oonsidca'tal fully tlu^ (juostion of a ( Jorrnan 
attack wliich both alikc^ f(‘]t svnv was coming, 
amd also considcn'<l tlu^ h(*st means f>f mutual 
support. It was known not only th.it tho 
enemy was likely to attaek thi^ p(ant of junction 
of t-ht^ two arini(5S, d('liv('ring an attack cspi'cially 
against tlie British right, hut- it VNas also cc rtain 
that thcn3 was a eonsidcrablt^ massing of trotips 
round Hirson, and this point(ul t<» an attem]»t 
agairist the Frond) c(Mitr(‘ ab))ut Boims. 'Two 
otlicu* c^\'(^nt ualit ies had also t o he borne in mind 
an adv’anoe in tlu^ rc*gion of \'crdun, wlu‘r<* an 
advantage' woidd liavc^ o])cntMl up great ])ossi- 
bilities. or elsc^ an offensivt^ in Alsace. Both f)f 
tlavse, how(!\'ia% w^or(^ sona'what l(‘ss probabh*, 
because an attack against th(^ British near 
St. Quentin and the French at Kca'ins, if cjirried 
to success, w'ould have rv^siilttMl in ])enc^t ration 
of tho Allied Front on such a wide area as would 
have involveni tho mo.st serious results, if not 
complete disaster. 

The French therefore had to be ready to meet 
a far more complicated situation than thc^ 



{French oUtcial pholofitaphs. 

British. B\it tlH*y nov’cr lost sight of the 
imp(*rativ(' neo'ssitv’ lor succouring their* ally 
if thc( {(■rmarrs succ(‘<'d<‘d in pushing the Bi* (isfi 
l‘ ilt li Ai*my back. Thev know its situation and 
w<‘akne.ss and iVIt this v\as a \t*iy possible 
« \er>t. 'The onlv unfon'secn point was that the 
eiaMiiy mad(‘ the attack on the Ihiti.-li in such 
ovci'whclrni/ig force that I hoy \\<‘r<‘ <*om- 

f>elh‘il to retreat oarly in tlrr* encoi ml in*. It hari 
been ho])ed that Sir llulxal (Jough would lx* 
ablt* to holtl out foi* some few' davs. 

1'he French tJth Armv' was on tin* riLht of 
our h’iftli .Arn»y, while the :ird FrcTich Army, 
having handt'd ov(*r to the latter thc^ line in 
front ))f St. Qucaitin down to Barisis. was in 
r(^s**r\^e. The oth Corps under (haierjil Ikdle 
wa*< about Compiegne. The 0th Army was able 
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to send the 125th Division to the immediate 
aid of Sir Hubert Gough ; CJeneral Pelle ordered 
up troops by motor-ear. 

In addition, we may be quite sure that 
(Jeneral Foeh, who hat! at this time, as the head 
of the Military (V)uneil at Versailles, a sort of 
advisory position with regarti to the Allied 
op(*rations, had not lost sighi of the situation 
and its possibilities ta- i‘ather [>rohabiliti(»s. 
lie knew that the segnuait of the Rritisli Hue in 
the Sr. Quentin neighbourhood had been held 
only lightly by the Freneh troops during the 
winter, and that- the tlefenees there wtae not in 
any way of a formic (able eharaeter and were 
quite nnsuited to resist a eoneentiated and 
determined attaek. 'Jdie line south of tin* 
Oiiiignon liad only bc'en taken ov'er se\ <*u weeks 
before the German assault, and the tiim^ avail- 
able had not sutHeed to make it of due 
strength. All that eould be done had been dom\ 
})ut the ])osition was hampered by the devas- 
tated ground behind it. “ The* roads were' in bad 
eondition, there was no light railway system, the 
broad-gauge system was deficient, and t here was 
a scM-ious lack of at‘eommoda tion for tlu^ troops.*' 
'The amount ol‘ labour at the disposal of the' 
llritish Commander-in ( ‘hi(‘f was so iimitcMl as 
In restrict tlu' work t-o the forward defe)i:-iv<' 
■/ones, and behind tiu'se it had been thought best 
to t'xpend >>hat laboui’ was available' on the 
4*oust l•uctiou of a bri<lgi'}n*ad at l^eronm* whieh 
sxoiild guard tlic^ l)aessage* over the' Somme euid 
facilitate man(eu^ ring against the- (Jeainans if 
( hey penetrated the*, moi-e- forwarel defeiiee's of t he* 
IHitisliliiie. Ihit the) numbers employe'e I for tliis 
])urpf)S(^ had prewiited any atte‘m[>t to ere<*t 
vorks for the' defemce of the lliver Somme' itse'lf. 
All thiswaswell knownto o\ir Ally as toourse'lve's, 
and it is ce'rtaiu had me't with due <*oie.iderat ion. 

Oil Miirch 21, a little before 5 a.m., a im»st 
\ ioleiit bombardme^nt of both gas and liigh 
e'\plosi\'e* shc'lls wtis begun againsi the' uhole* 
front lu'ld by the '^rhirel ;uid Fifth Armit'>- from 
the S(?ar]>e to the Oise, d'he* gas shell liad now 
<*otnple‘tely ousted the gas cloud ; it was inde*- 
pc'nde'ut of the wind and could be tlirown to 
long rangejs, and with tlitJ new mustard gas a 
most eleadly atmosphe're could be cicate^d. More- 
over, great accuracy of fire ^^as not needed. As 
long as the shells fell in the neighbourhooel of 
tla* targe't the air round it would bo poisoned. ♦ 

* TIump is 1)0 tiotila that a oonsiclorahli^ prn]>ortit>ii of 
thf tifrnian guns wero out* of re|mir, whicli resulted in 
of aecuracy. This, tliough dotrimt'ntal to t Ik* 
• •tfoots from the high explosive shell, did not, tor the 
i’« Oisou given, affect so mneh the gas shell fire. 


On the oj)einng day our nu'u in the hattciios 
had to wear their masks ha* Jiours on end. Fh<' 
rain of gas-slif'lls was direetc'd 

against the Ihitish Imttery positions so as to 
put out of aetion the gun detaelimt'uts.* W ith 
it was com!)ined a hurricam* of high explo- 
sive', and tin' crushing uaturc' of tin' heavy fire 
showed how ('iioi'iuoiis was the luiiuher of guns 
aec'umuhited to batti'i* tin' front sedeeted for 
attaek. Nor was the fire limited to sections to 
bc' assaulted by the infantry. Fin' lines hctwc'c'ii 
th<‘ Scarpe and Lens iuid from La Jlassec* to the 
rivc'i* r^ys W(*re ti’C'ated in the sann' fashion, as 
also was o\ir line from the south of V]>r('s to 
^Ie.ssiues. Moreovt'r, the ground behind our 
front lines, and the probable lines of ap])roach 
of rcinforec'iucnts, wvvv subjectc'd to fin'. Thus 
St. Pol, 20 mik's })t‘hind Arras, was shelled by 
some lottg-rangt' g)m ; Dtmkirk also was bom- 
barded. Nor was tin* artillc'ry fire limitc'd 
to tin* Riitish ])ortiou of the (k*fenet‘s ; it was 
c'cpially violent against tin* French both to tin* 
cast and west of Heims agaiiLsI long segiin*nts. 
Stibsidiary attacks or, more ae<*urately speak - 
ing, demonstrations by infantry wen* made at 
many of tlu'se pcjints and also in the north 
against the wdiole fi*out of the Ht*lgian-}icld lines. 
The c'ommunicatious h('re w'(‘re also brought 
\md<*i‘ liie. 

Against tin* Fj'ciich-lield liii(*s before dawn 
on the 21st a.n intc'iisc* homhai‘dMn‘nt 
of the Jim* norlli and southeast of Heims, 
jis W(*ll as at various ])oiiits of tin* (’hampagu%‘ 
front, was eomnn*ne(*d. Jn tin* laitt*]- i(*gi»nL 
tin* ( k'rmans made se\'c*ral infant r\' attacks, 
wdtieh wc*rc*, liowc'vei’, stopped, in tin* se<*tor of 
Hurhis, about Soijain, ami in the diit*etion of 
tin* St. Sou))l<*t road. 

On t In^ right bank of tin* Meuse* tin* bom- 
bardnicnt began with great violence towards 
dusk on tln 3 20t}i, and was follow (*d })y a strong 
attaek In'twecn tin* ('anrieies W’ood artd 
He/.onvaux. A violent hand-lo-haiid eoiitest 
ensued, and the Krc‘neh di'ove ])aek tin* (‘uemy 
from some points wh(*re he had pc*fietrat('d at 
the. first l Ush, and suee(*eded in <*ai)tnring sotm* 
pi*isoncrs. 

In Lorraim* also tin* Germans sustained a 
chock near Nomeiiy (c ast of Pont-u-Moiisson). 
■^rin' attacking detachments, which came for- 
ward about ].:ih a.m., after a lively artillery 

♦ 'J'lu5 ga.s -jIicIIs vvcn* of two kirid.<^ — ( 1 ) those W'hich 
held absolutely poisonous gas ; ( 2 ) those which produced 
hiiee/'i'g ainl eye HUil Ihroal discomfort only. 
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preparation, were repulsed by fire and sustained 
serious losses, without any result. 

During the whole of the 21st the CJorinaii 
artillery continued a violent fire between the 
Miotte and the Aisne throughout the region of 
Reims and on the Champagne front, ijarticu- 
larly between the region of the Heights and 
Ville-sur-Tourbe, to which the French batteries 
replied vigorously. 

In the sectif)ri of Hurl us tlie enemy made three 
successive attacks, which were broken by our 
fire or throwui back hy counter-attacks. To the 
cast of the Suippe some raiding attempts w^cre 
completely defeated. Aitillery fired on aial 
dispersed Cennan columns which wen' advanc- 
ing in the region to the south of Monthois (north- 
west of INhdz). 

On th(^ right bank of the* Meuse and at points 
in the \Vocvre there were also intense bom- 
bardments of tlu? Fr<*nch first lines. 

All these affairs wen*, but diversions intended 
to draw attention from the princijml infantry 
attacks, w'hich wcae throwm against the British 
lino over a front of some 54 miles between the 
Sensce and Oise Riv(as. It was intended to 
drive bock our line from tlie Hindenburg posi- 
tion from Bullecourt to the south of Oambrai, 
nnd from about Ronssoy down to the Oise to 
entei* our lino and thrust it back j\t the La 


Fere end so as to penetrate between it and the 
French. 0\ir lines in front of Cambrai had 
always been a sore subject for the Germans, 
and they determined to carry on the move- 
ment which had come to an end at the beginning 
of .lanuary, when they failed to pinch off our 
salient and hoped by attacking hard on the 
flanks of our line abo\it Bullecourt and Gou- 
zcaucourt to cut off a considerable part of our 
troops garrisoning this portion of our line. It 
was part of their whole scheme of which the 
main oVjjectivo was at first the right of the 
British Fifth Army, of which the enemy knew 
perfectly w ell the weakness. 

The GeriYian advance was favoured by thick 
wdiitc^ fog, anti smoke seems to have been 
employed betw’et^n LagniCourt ami Gauelio 
Wootl. The infantry attacks took place at 
about tlie same time all along the line after the 
preliminary bombardment of guns, howitzers 
aiul trench mortars had lastetl for somti five 
hours, and by 10 o’clock w^ore in full swung. 
Before the infantry started the creeping barrage 
wuus commt*noed ; it was extremely powerful and 
well tlirected. The fog favoured the enemy 
t*normously. It hitl from our artillery and 
machine gunmns the S.O.S. signals sent up by 
our outpost line, and their numbers, which made 
loss of direction impossible, enabled the attack- 
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BRITISH GUNS GOING FORWARD. 
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ing Gorman infantry to force its way into oiir 
foremost defensive zone. “ XTutil 1 j>.!n. the 
fog made it impossible to see more tluni 
yards in any direction, and the inachine-gnns 
and forward field guns wliich liad been dis[)osed 
so as to cover this zone with their fire were 
robbed almost entirely of their effi'ct. The 
<letachments holding the outpost positions were 
consequently overwhelmed or surrounded, in 
many cases befoi-o they were able to ]3ass back 
information concerning the enemy’s attack.” 

“ The attack being expecded, reserves had 
bet^n brought forward and battle stations 
manned. On all parts of the battle front 
garrisons of redoubts and strong points in the 
forward zone held out with the utmost gallantry 
for many hours. From some of them w'ireless 
messages w’ere rt>ceived u]) to a later hour in th<* 
day, giving information of much valuta ’i’l.e 
losses which they were able to inflict upon the 
enemy were undoubte<ny very great and 
materially delayed his advance. I'he ] 3 rolong<Ml 
defence of these different locnlitic's, un<l(a* con- 
ditions which left little ho])e of any relief, 
deserves to rank among thi^ most heroic actions 
in the history of the British Army.” 

The enemy’s bombardment severed all our 
communications at an early hour, ” aiul 
so swift was his advance under the covering 


blanket of tl)e mist that certain of our 
more advanced bat terries found the German 
infantry close upon them before thc^y had 
received w'ai’ning frean th(*ir own infantry that 
the expected attack had be<*n launched. Many 
gallant ileeds w’ore perfornusl by the personnel. 
of such batU'ries, and on nimic*rous occasions 
heavy losses wert^ inflic ted on bodices of hostile* 
troo])s by guns firing ovc_‘i’ o[)en sights at- ])oint- 
blank range.” 

Thc^ first su(*c(*sses of lh<’ (Jcanuin attack w’(*re 
on the left of our line* afid on tlu^ c’xtremc^ l ight. 
With regard to tlie formt‘r it must be i-tanem- 
bc'ic'd that tlic'iv the* opjiosing linens wcirc’! but a, 
short distance a])art, arul that the trem<*ndous 
hostile* artillc'iy tire* had beaten down our win 
c'litaiiglemc'nts afid much fac*ilitatcd the axl- 
vau(.*e of the* (iJerman infantry, w'hich had only 
to push cner a very shoit deptli to be in our 
wcnkly h<‘](i fi’ont line. 'Phis was cpiitc^ in- 
eapablc^ of ie-;isling the* heavy masses llirown 
agaifi'-'t it. On the whole, lira* hc'ld by the* 
Third Army to the Se'usee* Hiver from above 
Gouz(*aucomt, wh<‘re the region belonging to 
the Fifth Army began, therv* was heavy fighting. 
War the Bafiaume-Garnbrni road, the (’anal dit 
Nurd wns firmly he*Id by Major (k'ne^ral P. H. 
r<e 3 }>ertse)n, C.B., with the ITtli Division ; but 
not far from he*ro Doignies and lAiuverval wene 
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tnkfii. Til La^iiicoiirt and to tlio sontli of it 
iMajor-C<»ncMal 1 \ C). Maiden, (\M.(J., with the 
0th Division, ladd on stoutly in the first line of 
the battle positions ; })nt rather more to th ‘ 
north Bnlleeourt, Longatte, Keoiist 8t. Mein 
and Norenil were overrun. 

Urns, l)y 12 o’eloek two eonsid('ral)!<‘ 
breaches had bc‘en mad<' through th(' dehaisive 
line held by the "riiii’d Army. 

Nor was the* situation more' favourable* with 
the Fifth Army. 'Plu* first indication that the* 
< U‘riiian advan<*e was <le*ve‘loping a sia-ious asfH'ct- 
was the nows that at noon (Jernian infantiy 
\N('re entering Konssoy. This nu'ant that on 
the south side of tlu* Flesepiieres salient the* 
attai'k hael edreaely rea<‘hed and [a'liet i-ateel a 
consielerable distance into tfi<* second de'fensivc 
btdt which const itute*d our battle position. 

About the same time the villages of ITargi- 
court and Vill(*ret. attacke'd simultaiu'ously in 
dank and r(‘ar, were* c*aptured. ^Fhe* attack was 
then pu.shed with great \dgour, and a little* Iati‘r 
'r(‘m|>lcux-le>-( lue'*i aril, still faithcr ba<*k in our 
line, fe*ll into (leiniciii lumels. 'This formiMl a 
serie.)u-i bi*ea<*h on a considtM’able* wielth of oui* 
lirst anel se»conel lines ; some three miles hail 
bc*en taken anel only the tliird line* here helel 
good. Dut, fortunately, the aeKance was then 
.sto])ped by our troe>]js. ^Tore'oven-, on the flanks 
of the penetration at the north by lOpehy, at the* 
.south by 1a* Wrguior, we* still helel e^ur own. 
At the? former point, the 2nel Division, under 
the* command of ^Tajor*(Seneral D. G. ^1, Camp- 
bell, C.B., kept up its defence all day in spite 
of repenitod attacks in great strength, and when 
the Germans manage^el to penetrate at Peiziero 


at the northern enel of the* village, they we ‘re 
drivi*n out by infantry ce>unte*r-attacks, aieled 
by some of e^iir tanks. At be Vergiiie*r the^ 24th 
Division stoutly re^ssistcHl the ent*my and kept 
its pcisition iiitae*!. Ge'nerally, at both these 
plants and in betwt*(*n them, our tanks reneleroel 
most valuable* assistance', ami largely contri- 
bute‘d to the* elelay anel arre*st of the* German 
pre>gre‘.ss. 

I'he* attack ageiinst the* Fle*s< juie''rcs .salient 
was not ])ushe*d with so much xigeiur, thei 
Germans ap])arently relying on the*ir attacks 
jigainst our line* on e*itlie*r side*, which, when sue^- 
e*e*s.sful. woulel enable* them to pinch out our 
t roops in it . 

Towards t he* southern e*nd e'^f our line, liet we*cn 
St. C)ue*ntin anel La IA'*rf*. the^ Ge*rmaus cre)sseMl 
the* Oisc-Sambre canal anel the* Oise* Kive*r anel 
pe*ne*trate*d into tlu^ battle-ze:)ne between l<"ssigny 
and Beiuiy. Their aelvanec lieav hail be*eii much 
facilit jite‘el by the fact that the long drought had 
re*nde'ri*il both tiu'se c)bstacle*.- of little value, 
inele*e*e| the* whole line of the Oise was affectoel, 
the marshes on its banks being so ih'ied up as to 
allow the passage e_>f infantry alme:)st anywhere. 
At Maisse^.my alsej the fighting line was pierced, 
but the vigour wdth wdiich the (ilst I>ivision, 
under AFaji^r-General C. J, Mackenzie, C.B., 
and the 24th, commandeel by Major-General 
A. C. Daly, C.B., assisted by Major-Genei*al 
B L. Mullens, C.B., with the 1st Cavalry 
Division, fought, held up the enemy from fur- 
ther progress. 

The fighting continued in great intensity 
without a break throughout the wdiole day, 
without any great gains to the enemy except 
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ill tho southern end of our line, where he imule 
considerable progress. From the Omignou 
nearly down to the Oise there were, as shown 
above, 10 divisions attacking, with 11 divisions 
ill the front line and eight in supj^ort, while four 
more were in reserve at distances varying from 
seven to ten miles farther back. 8ix more 
divisions were also coming up, but were 
too distant for immediate use in the opening 
days of the battle. All these belonged to 
the XVIII. Army. South of this wt're three* 
divisions of the VI 1. Army, wliieh ])ushed up 
the Oise banks. The actual force, ther(‘foit‘, 
engaged in the opening movement- of the great 
attack on the Fifth Army was 21 divisions, 
with five others in immediate support — 

11) from the XVIII. Army, two from the VIl., 
while four .^pported the former and one tlic 
latter Of the.se there attacked from the 
Somme inclusive down to the Oisi*, tw(*l\'<* — 
\iz., von Webi'in six, von Oonta four, von 
( layl two. 

Of tla^ VII. Army then^ were two further 
divisions about 8t. (lobain, to whom thi* task 
was allT)tted of w’atehing the French troops in 
tine from Barisis back to Couvy, and in the 
event of their retreat to ])ress on their real*. 

'To oppose* this mass of divisions Sir Huliert 


(lough had available in tlu* southern portion 
of his line not mon* than thr(‘e — /.c., the (‘iiemy 
was probably four times as strong as he was 
on this front. In front line there were* the 
I8th Division about (^uessy and the* oSth 
below it, holding tla* ground to tlu* Oise, 
and north of the 18th was the ;U>th, holding up 
to the Somme, with the 2nd Favalry Division 
insu])port. Abov'e the river w(‘r«‘ the :K)th, (list, 
and 24tli Divisions, tla* latter at Le Wrguii'r.* 

Tlu^ arrangements for tlu^ (h'rman attack 
were very eomphdi*. Wt* will ik'al in detail 
w’ith those madi* for the assault on Sir Ilubt‘rb 
(Jough, which are typical of those made use of 
by the whole f li‘rman foret*. Tlu* IX Oorps 
und(‘r (leiuaal \'on Oetingei*. was told oil to 
attack the British from the road St. (^uentin- 
Vermand inclusive, tlown to the St. Quentin- 
Ham road inclusive. It had thr(*e divisions 
in front line and one in support. 'Vo the south 
of this and ])resuniably on tlu* south of the St. 

* Sir Dougin.'. IliUii d«K‘s not Lci\i* tlu* inital)(*r of 
dividoii.'., I>nt .stati‘s lliat tluiv \va> onl> an awrai;(5 
of ono <Uvisioii to (>,7r>a yards of front. A--, tin* line oc’cu- 
|>io(l l>y tlu* Fifth Army ac<*t>r<lii\;.': to tlu* sanu* juithoiitx' 
inna- tired t2 iiiih*", it follows tliat thriv w ri* ahold 1 1 
divisions ft»r the front line of tlu* four Army Oorjis. As 
the southern end of the lino was less strom^ly ooewpied. it 
seems <*ortain that thi' part of the line WU'. onl\' lu-ld hy 
1 Invi* di\ i'>ion- . 



{OffittarpJinfnpr.’f^h. 

A WIRING PARTY TAKING INSTRUCTIONS FROM THEIR OFFICER. 


66 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 



Qiiontin Canal and down to and including the 
road St. Quentin- Jussy was the XV IF. Corps 
iindor Ceneral v«ai Webern, with four divisions 
in front line, the left one moving down the St. 
Quentin-Jja Fere road ; two other divisions 
were in support. Next to this came (Jeneral 
von Conta, with the TV, Corps, moving generally 
in a south-easterly direction on tlie left of 
the XVTIF Corps down by th(' west side of 
the Oise (%ma1 towai’ds th<^ Oise Hi\cr. Von 
(^onta had three divisions in front line, one in 
suy:)port. Below this force? came the divisions 
(if von (^ayl, four in all. It is not ])<»ssible to 
stat(? exactly how' these were (Muployed. Two 
certainly wen* us«‘d tc:) delujudi somewhere 
about r^a Fere, and were? in all ])robabiIity those 
w'hich captured '^rtM-gnier and Qut'ssy. The 
oth(‘is wei-(' used south of the Oise to attack 
our defence's running down from the Oise to 
Barisis. l''he British dispatch does not make's 
any nit'ution of this part of the line. 

The Cerman method of attack may now' bo 
briefly d<'scribe<l. The front of attack of a 
division was about 2,000 ye.rds ; each rt'giment 
had usually two battalions in front line, one in 
support. The former were all in several liiw's. 
The lirsi of these was formed by men w’ith 
light machine-guns, which thus formed a fairly 
continuous lino with brief intervals. Here 


it may be remarked that the machine gunners 
carri(?d a special weapon, the “ Parabellum ” 
automatic ])istol (show’ii in Fig. 1). This 
ordinarily contained 12 rounds in the magaziia? 
in the butt ; but, in addition, an extra magazine 
could be fitted, marked A, Fig. 3, whieli 
held 32 rounds. Tho bullet was a small one, 
the calibre being only *28 in., but it was an 
eflicient woa{)on, far in advarare of th<? clumsy 
reveal ver whi(*li is still tin? British regulation 
w’oapon. It was sighted u]) to “ SOO,” pro- 
bably pac'es, or about htM) yards, and could 
either be fired from the baud or fixed to tla? 
pouch as shown in Fig. 2, which formed a 
butt and pci'inittcd it to be fired from the 
shoulder. 

Behind this front line eame a line of infantry, 
and tliea more with other machine-guns. 
B(.'hind this eanu' tht* battalion lieadcpiarters 
w'ith the light tri'iieli mortars. Sometimes these 
were distril>uted among tho liattalions, tw'o t(» 
each. Fartlier liaek, gt'nerally with t lie support- 
ing battalion, eanu? the field battery attached to 
tlv' regiment, which formed up action front as 
soon as possible and opened fire 

'Fhe orders for th^^ employment of the 
.\rtillery were meticulous in (k'tail. The pre- 
liminary bombardment was to last five hours. 
During tho first two the whole of the guns and 
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trench mortars fired against the British bat- 
teries and trenches. At the end of this period 
the A.K.A. continuetl to deal exclusively with 
the gun positions, the I.K.A. with the targets 
laid down for it. The creeping barrage began 
at the time laid down for the infantry attack to 
begin — /.e., at zero 1- five hours — and w^as 
directed 330 yards in front of the British infantry 
line. It was automatically put forward 220 
yards every four minutos. Tins, of course, wns 
liable to variation, hu* whicJi arrangenitnf 
W(U‘e mad(\ 


affected by it that they had been reduced to 
mere ditches rarely more than four feet dee]>, 
while the marshes were almost everywhere 
passable. The gro\md itself on the right flank 
of the F'ifth Army was not w(‘ll adapted foi' 
defence, as the caTial bank afforded very little 
cover. 

During the afternoon at th(^ so\ithern end of 
our position, as indeed along the whole lint', 
the fighting wcnif. on with increased vigour and 
cf)ntiiiuc^<l into tin' evening wdth great, loss to 
the enemy. At Tt'rgnic'r, (hdV'ialed by the 58th 



GERMAN “ PARABELLUM ' PISTOL 
Attached to butt pouch for use as a rifle. Above, 
is the pistol detached, carrying 12 cartridges in the 
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Tlio infantry attacks wei e to Ik* aeeonijmnied 
by low-flying aeroplaiu*s. Haeh division had a 
grou]) of these, known as Srhlachtsfa ffrf, /.c., 
l)attle section, the duty of which was to act 
with the infantry, Imt some little, distance in 
advance of it, directing machine-gnn fire against 
the British troops in the trt'iiches and com- 
munications. 

Wo have se(*u that the positu)n on the right 
of the Fifth Army was most lightly h(*ld. Sir 
Douglas ITaig said it was not considered 
probable that th(^ enemy W’ouM be able to 
('xtend the flank of his attack in any consider- 
n-blo strength beyond Aloy,” a couph* of mil«*> 
below Alaineourt, between wliich point aral 
.-\Tnigny-Roiiy he (r( 3 nsid(*red the Oise, with its 
accompanying canal and marshes, protected tla* 
line between the front and therefore made it 
easier to defend. But, as mentioned a>)ov'e, the 
value of this o})stacle had })oen so reduced by 
the dry weather as almost to be non-existent ; 
oven the canaliseil streams were so Tnuch 


“PARAHELI.UM " PIS TDL 
With magazine (A) containing 32 cariridftes. 

Division, the (icnnans reached tlu^ eastern 
outskirts by 4 and thru press(*d up tbo 

( 'rozat (’anal and loic*ed theii* way into (^lU'ssy. 
Abo\e tin's poiiit. the Ihitisl) battle* liia^ was 
Jield by tin* ISth l)i\ision, nndei Major-(leneral 
K. I*. Lt't*, C.H., J*(‘infore(*(l by part of the 2nd 
('axalry Division. Our ti'oops f)ff<M(*d a most 
strenuous resist an<M*, not wit l)standing the fact 
I bat the thrust of tla* (l(‘nnans down from 
Ik*nay and also up from ()iic*ssy tbreatt‘ned both 
flanks. A smartly e()nducte<l counter-attack 
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FLOODED LANDS BY THE SOMME EARLIER IN THE WINTER. 


also t^nablod tluMii to drive haek the eiiomy 
from Ly-KontaiTK‘, whieh he had eapt\irod 
earlier in the day. But by the evening our 
troops liad been forced back from Benay- 
Kssigny and the 8omine Canal to the rearmost 
of their fighting lines. T)\e success of the enemy 
liad, however, not been complete. Many of the 
strong points our troops had occupied in the 
first lino they clung to, as was the case east and 
north-east of Essigny and other points in the 
front system of defences. Some of them were 
ttomploioly surrounded, but still the garrisons 
fought, and as late as 8.30 p.m. contrived still 
to send back w'ireless messages, and from many 
the sound of rifle -fire ivas heard until the middle 
of the niglit. 

On th<' other side of the Somme the 30tli 
Division, under Ma jor-(ileueral \V. do 1.*. Wil- 
liams, (^.M.(k, D.S.O., held the British line. 
Tla* Oerinaii IX. Corps attaekcnl this ])ortion 
of the front, aided by tanks, some of which liad 
been capturetl from us at Cambrai, but wej-e 
unable to make any material progress. Repeated 
assaults were repelled with very heavy losses, 
and, after several of those, our counter-attacks 
were very successful. 33ie dense masses of th<* 
enemy offered excellent t^xrgets both to fair 
infantry aivl artillery, and tliiy sufTered 
accordingly. ^V(^ lla^•c already seen that 
before noon, higher up the line, the (Jer- 
nuins penetrated and captured Templeux-le 
(Ju^rard, Hargicourt, and Villeret, and had 
thereby made a considerable dint in oin* 
defences. But no further progress was made 
by them, and the 24th Division at Ja* Verguiei* 
hold out witli great tenacity, and with troops 


of the 21st Division at Ep6hy stoppotl all 
further progri'ss. 

North of this latter point the 9th Division, 
under Major-Ocneral H. H. Tudor, C^B., O.M.C., 
maintained the wdiole of its battle position and 
a goo<l part of its forw’ard ])ositioiis. Its 
defence was not. merely passive, for twice* it 
iwaptured the important point known as 
Chaj^el Hill after it had been taken by the 
enemy. 

The Third Army had been a little inort* 
fortunate. Wo hav'o soon that before noon 
{ante, j), 53) the (Germans had made some im- 
pression on o\ir line, taking Doignies and 
Louverval (on the Bapaumc-C'ambrai road) and 
had hurst through oiir front lini' near Bnlk^- 
<*ourt and taken Koreuil, Longa tte and Kcoust- 
St. Mean in onr battle ])ositions. Bui the (ith 
Division, under Major-Gleiieral T. O. ^larden, 
C.M.n., in I..agnk*ourt aiul to the south of 
Norcuil, still held its grouial in its first-line 
battle positions. During the afterni>on severe 
fighting took place round Demicourt, J^oignies 
and north of Beaumctz-lez-C'ambrai, jnst off > 
the Bapauine -Cambrai road and about a mile 
behind Louverval. Hero Major-General G. T. 
C. Caiter-Cainpbell, D.S.O. , w'as stationed with 
the 51 st Division, and he was enabled to stop 
all further enemy advance. Major-General 
G. D. Jeffreys, C.M.G., who, with the 19th 
Division, stood in the line between the 51st 
and the 17th DivisioiiSt ordered a oomitc~ 
attack to bo made with two battalions and a 
company of tanks against the position captured 
by the enemy round Doignies. These troops 
w’ere unable to retake the village itself, but 
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they drove back the Gerinaiis from part of the 
gi’oiihd they had taken and made a few 
prisoners. During the afternoon Lagnioourt 
was lost, and further attacks were made 
against our line from this village up to Croi- 
silles ; Noroiiil was also assaulted. At one tiTiic 
the enemy pushed through as far as Mory, but 
was driven back by a counter-attack. From 
about Kcoust-St. Mein, however, he was able 
to advance and reached the village of St. heger, 
w’here the 34th Division, under Major-General 
C. ]j. Nicholson, C.B., C.M.G., w^as placed. He 
also attacked Croisilles from tlu^ south-w’est. 
But our troops drove back the attack on St. 
I-ieger and held the ground there. A little later 
a pow’erful attack w'as directed against our line 
north of Fontaino-lez-Croisilles, on the left 
bank of the Sons6e (north-east of Bullocourt), 
where w^as the 3rd Division, under Major- 
General C. J. Dovorell, C.B., but it was beaten 
off by machine-gun fire. 

It must be admitted that on the first day of 
the battle the (Jlorinans had made considerable 
progrtiss. The dint in the line from Bullocourt 
back to Croisilh^s and Lagnioourt, fi \'0 miles 
wide, w^as a considerable one, being at parts 
over two miles deep. Along the Hapaume- 
Gambrai road w’e had been pushed back nearly 
a mile. The Flesquicres salient itself luul not 
been affe(?tf'd, had, indeed, not been strongly 
attacked. But south of it a considerable gap 
had been made bf‘tw(?en Konssoy anrl 
Wrguier three miles wide, and extending back 
to Tem])leux-lc-C!}uLh*ard, a de])th of over a mile. 
South of the Wrmand-St. Quentin road wv ha<l 
held our groxind ; to the south again we had 
been forced back, but not far. Most serious of 
all was the fact that the southern extremity of 
our line about Tergnier had been practically 
turned and the line of the Grozat Ganal thus 
endangered. 

The situation at the southern end of the Fifth 
Army’s line was such that Sir Hubcat Gough, 
after consultation with Sir William Congreve, 
who commanded tho III. Corps, which held 
this portion of our position, determined to 
withdraw the troops boliind tho Crozjit Canal. 
This involved a rearw'ard mo\'ement of the 
36th Division, forming the right of the XVIII. 
Corps to the Sommo Canal.* The 30th Division 

* The three divisions, tho SOtli, I8tii, and 58th hcM 
the ground on tho east of tho Somme Canal down to 
Oise. The 2nd Cavalry Division was in support. Tho 
length occupied by the throe infantry divisions was 
about 22,000 yards — t.r., a division to every 7,000 
yards. 


of the sante (’orps w’as jstill holding its gumnd 
at Savy and Roupy. Hei*t^ it ha<l been intended 
by the Germans to break through to Ham on the 
first day of their a<lvaiice, hut they hardly got 
half way to (heir goal. "l"hey made good 
progress, hut nowheae did they attain tho 
})oin.ts aimed at. Our withdrawal was safely 
carried out during the niglit and left the right, 
of the liritish line somew'hat bowed back but 
not materially injured. Most of the bridges 
over tho Grozat and Somme (finals w’crt^ 
de.stroyed, but a few' only imperf<*ctly, and 
still afforded some means of crossing, if only 
for infantry. 

Although the Flcscpiiercs salient had not been 
directly press(?d, still the penetration of our 
linos on either side made it undesirable to keej) 
our troops in a })osition in which they woukl 
have been liable to b(^ cut off. Sir Douglas 
Haig therefore determined to withdraw' the 
V. Cor])s, which held this ])ortion of our line 
and W'as the right-hand eorps of the Third 
Army, fi’ho 9th Division to the right of this 
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corps hclf)iig(‘d to the Fifth Army and formed 
its left fiauk, and being soiiuwhat com- 
promised by the capt■ur^^ of Ronssoy, w'as also 
draw'll back and a iu>w' lino taken up across the 
Highlaiid Ridge and theiujo back westward 
along the Hindeiihmg Jane to Havrincourt 
and Hermies. This movement, too, was com- 
pleted without being interrupted by the 
eiioiny. 

It was now’ clear to the British Conctpiander- 
in-Ghief that tho largo force tho Germans were 
employing showed that tho whole of their 
available striking force w'as engaged in tills 
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l)af tlo. The position had thoroforo ariscMi wliich 
Sir Douglas TFai^ had forosoon, and hu at once 
[)iit into execution the j)lans he had made for 
hringiuK np reiiiforccanents to the threatened 
front V)y wit lulrawing troops which could be 
spared from tlie unthreateiied ])arts of tlu* 
Britisli front. Altogether eight divisions were 
brought Uf) in succession hcdbre the (‘iid of tin* 
month. But this, as is jdain, took time, an<l 
TiH'anwhilo imuKHliate sup[)ort was <‘arnestly 
dosii’ahle. "This \N'as to he olitaiuc'd from tht‘ 
Knaich, and plans foi- doing it liad, as hav(‘ 
seen, betai woiked out by (J<‘neral IVtain. 

Idle nearest Fit iich troops a\ailal)lt^ Ix'longed 
to the 125tli Dixdsion, part of the Krc'iich Sixth 
Ai'iny, which was on the riglit of the British 
Fifth y\iiny. One of the (^flic'crs coiu*ernod 
ga\'e a vivid <leseription of tludr tMitry into the 
batth', : 

W4* in n*s«‘rvr boVuntl British lin<‘}> 1 

I) 'hiful B irisis. which was the end of our liiu‘). 'rh(>r<' 
was talk uf a coiiiiti^ (toriiuin otTonsive, but tliis laid ))een 
so fnaiueidly announced that it wa-; only half bclh‘V»*d. 
On the cvcninfjf of the 20th eatiuou bejjan to thunder 
Old on both sides. mikI tlie following luornin)^ the battle 
tiepin. \\\<i kiC'W it must lie tlie Kteat roup by tlie 
violence of t tie air fi^titin^. 

At daylireak on tlie 22nd wc were called topdlier by 
our eoloiiel, wJio, speaking witli deep (‘motion, said ; — 

“ Mes (Md'ant.s we an* ^iv(*n a liard task to accomplish. 
'The onrush of tlie enemy is formidable and threatens 


to ovorwhelni our valiant friends. Onwards with stout 
hearts ! ” At the top of the jilatoau wo found ourselves 
suddenly in the thick of the battle. The British were 
fit?hting hand to hand, their first lino having boon 
fore(‘d. Tt was a in Iht* open of tlu; u1 most feroeity, 

with machine-guns rattling and grenados raining. The 
enemy eami* on in massed foriuation. 

Ah! If only our artillery had b(‘eti in lino what a 
slaughter it would hav’c; Ix'eii. Thit at whatever cost 
w.‘ hud to cheek that onnisli. Our regiment deploy(;d 
and gradually wi* mingled with the British, who were 
iii'akiiig a liorc<; stand, 'riiero was no word of command 
wanted. Wo sim[>ly Hew to tlu; attiu'k. W<; recovered 
the nUl first, positions, and the enemy were hrougVit to a 
standstill. 

At 4 o*elt>ek the next morning without artillery pre- 
paration tlu' (_T(*rnmn infantry attaelo'd again, hut. were 
cut to pi dV tlu id it 

times ft‘ll ba(‘k lielplcs,>.ly . TwicCj when the fight was at 
its thickest, British cavalry charged in a snptU’h mainu'r 
with the 111 most eontem])t of death autl broke up the 
(‘lu'my mas.'.os. At dusk the batik* died down, and 1 left 
my treneli to take stock of the sit nation when a bullet 
struck me. Wluai T left I lie liisl lino ambulanet* station 
r('s<‘rvcs \\i*ri' hurr\iiig up and tlie big guns were at last 
talking. 

Thi.s, (lit; most iinmctliivtt; succour availahltb 
Wits supplement oil })y some cavalry, imd was 
of the greatest scuvict*. The French (Jovorn- 
jnorit also ordered their First Artiiy to lx* 
brought u]) and to bo ])lac(*d betw'ocn thoir 
Third and our Fifth Army, and it was agreed 
Ixdween the Allied (kanmariders that the front 
(X'cupied by tlu^ latter south of Feronne should 
lx* taken ovt‘r as cpiickly as possibU^ and that 
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ti further strong foreo of Froiieh truops should 
be asst*inblcd on tlio sovith side of our battle 
front. Hy the 24th our Allies had attained 
suhieiovit strength to assist our forces niatei ially, 
and as the innnediate force with which they 
came in contact was our Ilf. Ai-my Corps, it 
was placed under the command of the (Jeneral 
Otlicur commanding the Third Fj*ench Airny. 

]jet us now r(‘turn to the Hritish Army. On 
March 22, tho wi*atlu‘r was again in favour of 
the enemy : a thick mist covered the front and 
t'uabled him to approach fairly near witlnail 
suft’ei'ing from any distant tii'i*, as it was 


number of their light trench mortars aial 
machiiK* guns, and undia- thcii- protection 
tried to cross on rafts which had been brought 
up for the purpose'. K«»r a timi' tliey were 
held back, but their weight of numbers told, 
while it was impossible for us to use' guns 
as they couM not tin* om i* the lu'ads «)f our 
infantry against th(' (h'nnans immediat<‘ly 
attacking thc^ canal, oui* trenches to di'feiid 
it bi'ing close* to it. After enduiing h(*a\y 
losses they inanagc'd to effee-t a passage* at 
t^.u(*ssy, and then forced thoii- way fartlau 
onwards towards \'e)uet. Jhit- ^lajor-( Jcncral 
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impossible to bring artillery to l)ear on his 
pku*es of assembly for tla* assault. l>ut when 
lie came within range of visibility, rifU^s and 
machine guns, with guns filing over open 
sights, caused very lieavy losses to his troops. 
Still the numbers oinployeil wore sc’i great arul 
they wore driven forward with sueh energy 
that they were able to close with our troops 
in their trenches. 

Against tlie southern ciul of our line, the 
attack was made with particular vigour, anil 
the Germans succeeded in rejiching the line of 
the Orozat Canal at Jussy and there a very 
sev^ero struggle took place in defence of the 
crossing, which began in the morning and 
lasted till 1 p.m. The Qefrnans brought up a 


!';///( lui t^fu.lo'irufth . 

A. 15. K. Cator, D.S.O., who commandi'd the 
oSt h Division and stdl clung on to nk'rgiiita’, 
was in a good position on the flank of the 
German advanci*, and managed to hokl his ow'n 
against 7 "(*p(‘aied attacks till tin* cNcning, when 
the growing strength of his opponi'iits obliged 
him to withdraw. 'Two other crossings were 
etfe<-tcd by th(^ Ch-rmans at La Montagiu* 
and Jussy. Here t h(*y were op])osed hy tioops 
of the 18th Division and tlu^ 2nd (’avalry 
Division undc*r Major-General T. Titinan, 
C.B. Those attacked the assailants at both 
places and forced them back again. 

Higher up in the lino of the Fifth Army the 
Germans made consi<lerable progress. Le 
Verguier was taken at 10 a.m. Tt will bo 
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rrjiiuinbored TeiiipIe\ix-Ie-( Jneranl, which rcjav- 
s('Mtc(l a (lint of about a inilo deep in our Jiiu', 
liad been taken on fla* 2lHt. On the early 
iiKjniing of the 22nd, this gap \\iis widened by 
the caj)tur(^ of Ste. Kiniiie to the north and 
Jd(*i*viIIy to 1 he sc^utli. ^flie Jst. ( ‘a.\ airy Division 
under Majord h‘neral 11. L. ]\lullens, (\B., aided 
by some tanks, ])i*omptly re-took th(» latter 
village. Assaults W(*re also made on Roisel 
wh(a-«» \ra jor-( General Aralcolm, D.S.O., eom- 
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Commanded the 58th Division at the Croz.at 
Canal. 

manded the Gtith Division, but Iktc tin* British 
line was held firmly, and l\y noon the (hainan 
pr(^gr(‘ss was definit(*ly stopf)ed. Tlie fall 
of St. Biiiilic and shortly after of Villtrs- 
Kaucon, a neighbouiing and more important 
village, gave the enemy access to thi' ivar of 
Boisel, while the ]>oss(‘ssion of Bonssoy threa- 
t(‘ned tlu* dank and rtMir of EpcMiy. In fact, 
tins irruption in tlie hd’t centre of th(' E:fth 
Army’s line? was a .S4‘ri(^us blow against its 
I'xtreme left, and als(j gave the taiemy a con- 
siderable advantage against the more central 
portion of the line. It was plain that it would 
be dangerous to hang on mucli l(:)ng<n* to the 
front held by the left of the Fifth Army. 

The first troo])s to be withdrawn were thost' 
of the GGth Division and in the afternoon Major- 
(jonoral Malcolm was ordered to fall back 
behind the Third Dehmsive Line lietw'een 
l^i'rnes and Boucly, which was occupied by 
the 50th Division temporarily commanded by 
Brigadier-General A. F. Y. Stockley, 

The retix'at was unmolested. The 21st Division 
was -dso ordered to retire from lOjiehy. This 
moveuit ''t was not carried out without opposi- 
tion, as some of the German infantry had got 


round behind the village. The retirement of 
the 21st Division necessarily involved a similar 
step for tlu‘ 0th Division, which would otherwise 
have bccai left with its right flank in the air. 
It was tlierofore, later in the afternoon, ordered 
to fall back to the line of defence between 
Nurhi and Ikpiancourt. The movement was 
greatly hampered by the Jiostilo troops which 
had sjiread round to the rear, and was only 
eff(»eted with great diniciilty. 

^Maissemy liad, as related, been taken on the 
21st, Le Verguier at 10 this morning (22nd) 
and subsequently our lino ha.d been forced hack 
to t he last line of defence from Bernes to Boucly 
which the 50th Division held. Thus a con- 
siderable breach had been made in our front 
defences. Although our lro(jps were for a time 
able to hold out here, tliey began to feel tlur 
pressure' whicli tlie advance of the reserve 
German Divisions frcuii the west of St. Quentin 
(‘xerted on th(‘ir right flank. For our tiucjps 
uhieh liad ladd tlie strongly detendtMl position 
of Bolnon Wood were now' compelled to with- 
draw, and ftil back through the 20th and 
.501 h Dix isions holding the third defensive lino 
from IIa])peneourt on the Somme and the St. 
Quentin (’anal, tliiough Nillevecpie on tlie 
Oinignon, to Boiiely on the C^ologno. 

It will be nMiu'inbered that the .‘IGth Division 
lield th(^ liiH' from the Somme llirough Roupy 
and Savy. Th(‘r(' was a strong redejubt forming 
an im])ortant ]>oiiit in the front line of (U'foneos 
cl(-)S(^ to Font aine-I('z-( Mer(*s on the Somnu*. 
It was garrisoned by the hirst Battalion Royal 
Tnni.skilling Fusiliers. All through the 21st it 
had hold its ]>ost and on tlu' 22iid, whc'ii the 
troops on thi' other sid(^ of the Sejmme had been 
ordercnl to withdraw, it was surrounded by the 
enemy hut still kept up its resistance, repulsing 
attack after attack. At 3 p.m. the officer 
commanding this gallant battalion sent back a 
small party to give information as to its position 
and it succeeded in reaching our lines. Tliose 
wiio remained behind carried on their bitter 
struggle until aiiniliilated. 

The fighting at the part of the field behind 
Fontaine-lez-Clorcs to tho third line of defence, 
against wdiicli the enemy pushed at many 
different points, w'as very severe Here tho 
50th Division had a line of over 10,000 yards 
to liold and it had already suffered losses. But 
nevertheless it fought on gallantly and not only 
held off the assailants but, wlien the latter took 
Caulairieourt (a village on the north side of 
the Oinignon), counter-attacked and regained 
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it for a period. But as night fell it was 
compelled to give up the village of 1‘oeuilly 
(north of Caulainoourt) aiid had bec'ii forced 
back. The Germans pressing forward on the 
south bank of tho Oinignon had made an 
op€‘ning between the 501 h Division and the 





A CAPTURED GERMAN DOCUMENT. 
Strength of the 1st Battalion 140th Infantry 
Regiment of the 4th (German Division March 22, 1918. 

TEAXSLATIOX: 

'I'horo are pws iit in liiu- : 

Isl Compan.v ... . . 2 4 N.tJ.O.’.'S, Hn men. 

2nd Oompany ,. ... ... 1N.(!.()., ICt nven. 

3rd (kaiipaiiy .. ... 1 G N.t’.O.’s. 2G nn*n. 

4th Company .. ... ... 4 X.O.O.'.'<, 17 men. 

3 Oiliccrs, 15 N.C.O.’.m, 94 men, 1 P'telier Ixnircr. 

2 Onieers, .5 X.O.O.’s 10 Men. 

(Notk. — IVohably represent.s n draft.) 
(Illegible) Lumt. d. Rss.) 

The ortieial strength of a battalion was l,0(Kt rank an<l 
file and 22 olfieers. At thi.s time it did lint ex( i*n<l 8GG. 

(list Division, and the- 2(>th Division fartlun- 
to the south. Through this gap the (JcMinans 
poured and ])enetrat(Hl (Ik* third d<‘tVnsi\'t* 
zone near \hiux an<l lk*au\'ois. By this limr 
Jill the available 1 loops of the Kiftli Army 
had I <*en brought tip into tin* fighting front 


and there were no reserves of any kind at 
hand except on the right near the III. Corps, 
where there was one Frem*h division and sonn* 
reneh eav^alry, and these wc're waiitc'd badl\" 
where thi*y stood. The* only eonrsfi open to 
Sir Hubert Gougli therefore was to retir** to 
tho bridgt‘b(*ad positions on the Somme. Jiul 
before dealing with this retreat, it is desirabh 
to follow’ tho fortunes of the Tliird Army. 

On the right and (*entre of the Third Army 
beyond tlu* Fle.s(|iiien‘s salient, wbieli was not 
put iiiidt*r mueli pri‘ssme, then* liad b(‘(‘ii lu‘a\ y 
fighting w ithout ct\ssat ion. A lit t le before noon 
a strong atta(*k was di'liv(*rt*d against Jh'rmies 
from tile nort h-w’c'st. .Here tlu* 17th Division 
had bec'ii .stalioiit'd and repiilseil the* idfort with 
heavy Joss to the* t*n(*my. The attaek was 
renewed again and again and was extend(*d 
over the ground dow n to lh*ainnetz-lez-Cainhrai 
with considt rtibh* vigour. Om* attaek deliverc'd 
over this ground had its h*a<ling wave crii.shed 
out by our fire. A eonsiderable gain w'as mado 
by the (h*i’mans at \h*aneoiirf/ soutli-west- of 
Noreiiil, w’here tlK*y succ(M*ded in winning right 
through the nmrmost lim^ of Ihe hjittle front 
anti also into the? village*. Bnf from the latter 
they were soon drivt*n out by a eotmt<‘r-attaek 
of our infantry helped by tanks. ]\Ion‘ to tlw* 
northwest onr lint* Ix'tw'een Croisilles and 
Henin-snr-Coj(*nl was jxnt't i-af (*d. 'fhe .‘Utli 
Division its position in St. Legt*r just to 

tin* St ait li-w’(*st of ( ^roisiII(*s, Imt in tin* aftt*rnooii 
retirt'tl (<> a lint* of t‘nf renehment a litt lt* wt*st 
ot (ht^ village*. iMeire* tt> thei north'tlie? British 
peisition was he*lel by the- :h‘d Dixisiem. \\'he*n 



photograph. 

AN OBSTACLE ON THE ROAD NECESSITATES TAKING TO THE PLOUGHED FIELD. 
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BARRIGAUE IN A VILLAGE 


the tr(‘U(!lies on its right wc^re ponetratod, it 
thrt^w back tlie right of its lino an<b with th(‘ 
flofonsivo flank thus made, })oat off by its fire 
a strong attaok. 

The d(*cision to rtdirc* was a serious one but 
was justifiiMl by tlu' situation. "Ilio Itritish laid 
])0(ai st‘V(*r<'ly haudl('(l and although they had 
fouglit with th(' greatt^sf laaAery wen^ so over- 
whehnod by siip<Mior numbers that a. ri*treat 
of siiflieient length to withdraw them as mueli 
as possiblt^ from fin-ther hammer strokes was 
an absolute necessity. Sir Hubert (Jough 
thorefon^ or<ler<*d the X\HII. Coi'ps to retire 
by a niglit 7nareh bt'hind the Somme to a 
]iosition s<7uth of \"ov<*imes, kcH'piiig in touch 
with the 1 1 r. Corps on its right. This involvc*d 
a night march of from It) to 12 mill's or f uther 
by the XXTTI. Corps, at any rate on its left. 
The XIX. Corps above t he X\H 1 1. aJid the \H I. 
still more to thi^ noi*th wi're to seeuri' if possible' 
the IV'ronne bridgehead by occupying a line 
Croix Molignaux Monchy I^agache X’raignes 
— l^kpiaiu'ourt , wht're the right of the III. Army 
now was. 'Phis also involved a. night mai'ch of 
approxinudi'lv' eight miles in the case of the' 
XIX. Corps anel about fh’i' in the* case* of the 
X’ll. The* t'lie'my followe'd up cle»sely on the* 
hi'els of the Fifth Army, which was e*ove're'd by 
rear-guai'ds furnishe'd l^y the 20th, r>t)th and 
39th Divisions.* The Cermans came feerward 

♦ Till' ‘VJlli I^ivisioTi wa*'’ (‘oiainaiulod l>y Maj4)r- 
(lonc'ral Ft'ltham ('.H., 


vigorously and our ine^n hael to tight harel to 
liold thean off. 

On the south the ITT. Corps still clung to the 
Crozat Canal and was assisted by the? Fr(*nch 
troo])s which had ce>me to its assistance. ITut, 
as shown abov^e, the (Germans had gained a 
crossing at (Jue?ssy and wei^e* also v\(‘ll across at 
Tergnie*r. Tn sj>ile of the strenuous resistance 
of the Rritish anel French the ene^my incivased 
his holding on the^ we?st side during the moi ning 
of IMarcli 23. He])eated counter-at t aeks weie 
made against his tioops as the^y trie^d to ad\ an(*e? 
from Tei’gniei*, belt de'spite* small local suc('e*sse's 
bis progivs-! was ste*ady. Moreov^er, higher up 
at .bissy he had secured anot her crossing e)\ ei' tin? 
canal and a little later the passagi* at Me*ne'ssis 
fell into his hands. Thus by mid-day the whole 
ITritish line had beiMi forei'd ba<-k, lighting with 
desperate* hardiness, to the w’oode?d ground 
running from Cugny southwai'ds through 
Friere?s-.Faillouel down to Xore'uil. Long and 
j*e*solute was tlie r(*sistane*e of our troops, many 
and brilliant we're the* gallant count er-st roke?s 
eltdiv’e're'd by the* infantry, and enir (*a\'alry 
charged with I'e'ckless lireive'ry which e'xcite'd the* 
admiratie.ai ejf their Fi-e'iich comrade's in arms. 

\\'ht?n the? Commande*r of the Fifth Army 
lc*arnt'd late in the* e^v’e'ning e)f the? 22nd that the 
Crozat line* had be>t*n force*«l, while the? Tk)euilly- 
Vaux ])ositie3n, w hich eove'reel the St. (Juf'iitin 
Tdani reead hael also be*(*n lost, it be^canu* cvide?nt 
to him it weaild be impeissibk? te) hold e^n even to 
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the proposed Vraigncs Monchy Lagaeho — 
Croix Molignaux lino which was not snnk icntly 
removed from the enemy to give the troops 
time to throw up adecpiate defences. The men 
had fought harfl for two days and had a night- 
march to add to their exertions ; and in 
the circumstances. Sir Tfubiat (ioiigh <lid 
not fool justified in fighting a general engage- 
ment, wlion, if defeated, the conse(|uenees would 
have been disastrous, if rad fatal, to the right 
of his army. fie, therefore, at once issu(‘d 
orders for the continuation of th(' n'arward 
inoverneiit to the west- of the SoTinne. This 
involved further marching but was a ])rudent 
and wise resolution. It was unfortunate 
that it involved the abandonment of tlu^ 
TVa'onnc^ bridg(diead, but there can b(‘ la* 
doubt it would have been v(*ry risky to hav<‘ 
tried to mak(^ a stand lh<au% (specially as 
time had not allovv(Ml th(‘ eompkdion of the 
works. The retrcuit had to be contimuHl, al- 
though not standing at this point “ shorttaa'd 
the time available for ck'ariiig our troops and 
jHnuovable material from the east bank of the 
river, for completing t h<^ nec<:*ssai y final pr<»para- 
tions f(.)r the dosti’uction of th<^ riv(a’ and canal 
bridges, for re-forming wc^st of th(‘ river th<^ 
divisions whi(‘h had suff(*rt'‘d most it^ tlu' 


cr> 

previous fighting, and geiK'rally for sc'curing 
the adecpiate defiaice of the river line.” 

Before ch'aling furth(*r with the events of tlu' 
2.‘lrd we will turn back t(^ th(' pc^sition of the 
Third Army, ddiis too had Ix'tai involved in 
th(_» general backward mov<Mn('nl. On th<^ 
north(*rn (Mid the* forward p(.>sition imnu'diatt'ly 
south of the S(*arpe had to be given up and tla^ 
troops r(*tir(*d to thc^ hindcMincjst- line of tluai* 
battle ]j<^sitions. Idu* same movcmtait- was 
carric'd out in the ecaitrc'. On thi^ right th(‘ 
evacuation of tla^ Kl(\s(piu*r(*s salient was 
(‘ontimK'd and I lu* t roops took Uf) a lin(^ cov(*ring 
Metz-en-(A>uture and Pkpianeourt , where tla'y 
joiiK'd on tt_) the l^^ifth Army, ddie mo\'(“nu‘nt 
on th(* eentr(^ and right- was (*los('ly followed Uj) 
by th(' (kanians and fighting of a morc^ oi‘ k'ss 
(•(intinuous charaetta* wcait- on throughout f h(‘ 
whok* hours of darkness, with tlu' consiMpuaici* 
that Mory in the' (‘aily nuuning fell into their 
hands. It was an impiutant point in the 
(‘(Mitre of our position. At the nort h(‘rn (*nd of 
th(^ line held by tht‘ Third Ai iiiy fh(‘ r<‘tin'm(‘nt 
was conduct(‘d without dilhciilly, tin's (’n(*m\' 
not b(‘ing at first aw'ar(‘ of th<‘ mov(‘mi‘nt. 

March 2:k During th(‘ withdrawal of fh ' 
:iOth and .‘hit h 1 )ivisions, tlu* hist north of the 
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Sornmo about Savy, Roupy and Fontaine-lez- 
Clercs, the second on the south of the river and 
on the left of the 18tli Division, which was still 
clinging to the Crozat (.'anal, a gap was 
formed in our lino. This gap was promptly taken 
ail vantage of by the (lormfins who were follow- 
ing closely after our retiring troops. Ham was 
occupietl by thorn early in the morning atnl 
later on other troops inanagt.’d to pass over the 
river there and at Pithon by some bridges 
which hail not been completely divstroyeil. 
Once these passages W(‘re secured it was 
not ditficult for the (ieiinans gradually 
to increase their forces on the south side and 
then press back the Hritisli until met by the 
20th anvl Gist Divisions near Verlaines, about 
a mile south of Ham. 1 len' sonu^ smart fighting 
occurred and eventually the en(3iny was brought 
to a standstill. Also on the south of the 
Sommo to the east of the Ham — Noyon road 
heavy lighting took ])laee between th<> 3Gth 
Division under Major-( Jeneral O. S. \V. Nugent, 
C.H., D.8.O. (which it will l>e remembered liad 
been on the left of 1 hi' 1 8th Division at the 
dcfi'iice of the Crozat Canal) and the Hermans 
at Aubigny, Hrouchy and Ollezy. At this 
latter point the st ruggle was pai ticularly severe. 
But all these villages had to be given uj) in tlu* 
course of the evening. More to the north, 
where wo had been holding the line from 
Boucly down to the Dmignon, the troops were 
enabled to cross the Somme and blow u[) most 
of the bridges without much interruption and 
th(^ movement was completed by 3.15 )).m.* 
North of the river about^ Ham the sit uat ion was 
fairly satisfactory. To the west of Ham at 
Offoy and bfetheneourt, where roads crossed the 
Somme, sevei*al attempts were made by the 
Hermans to effect the passage, 'fhese were all 
driven off with heavy loss, chiefly by rifle and 
machine-gun lire. Similar attianiits of the 
enemy to come down the slo])es of the eastern 
bank from Villecourt, Aumale and Toulle, in 
the course of the evi'iiing, suffered very heavy 
lossi's from our artillery. Mori^ to the north 
the fighting had been very heavy, the Hermans 
coming vigorously forward against our retreat- 
ing troojjs as they withdrew to the line they 

* Tli'» most ran'fiil proparatioii hud mudt' hy tho 

H«iyal tor the rlestniction of tin' pu<sn;:4.*.>. 

o\fM’ all thk* rivers and canals comprised within the area 
oeeniiied hy the Fifth .\rmy. A list had been compiled 
•nul u party told otf to each bridge. but as a ;^f»od 
many of these arrangements had hei'ii n]»-et !>> the very 
severe artillery fire, “ wtiieh bleu up som‘* of th»' ehargi"^ 
and cut tlu- electric leads to others, the de--l iMietion of the 

■Jriilgi's was in somo ••a-e'- iiic*r>in]>lete.** 


were to occupy on the ridge from the north of 
Peronne to Nurlu and lOquancourt. Between 
the last two places strong attacks were made in 
the early morning and also at Mory, whiidi had 
been taken from us the prtnious evi'iiing, and 
which was within the spheric of the Third 
Army, as were, on the Bjipaumc-Camhrai road, be 
Biicf|uii'M*e ami Beiiguy, whicli wiac also licrccly 
assaulterl. At Hcugiiy was the Dth Battalion 
Welsh Uogiuieiit, part of the 10th Division. 
This hatt iliori stuck doggedly to the dcfeuei' of 
its post ami theridiy enabled the rest of the 
battalions in its bi’igadc, wbiidi were posted 
to tb(^ north of this \ illagi*, to withdraw safely. 
But for this stand they would lia\e bi'i'ii 
I lo pi di'.ssl y com p ro m iscd . 

To the north of Bcuguy lies \5nilx-Vj'aueoui l , 
a laigisli x'illagi'. Our hue at this ])oint was 
maimc.d by the 1 2 Itli Brigade of the fist 
Di\’isiou, wdiich was conmuimleil by Majoi- 
IJcncral Sir S. T. B. Law ford, K.C.B. Six 
re]>eated attacks weri' made by the Hermans, in 
two of which he biought up horse, foot and 
artillery, against our men, who howcvci* drove 
back all alike. Hut they did not give up their 
endeavours to foret^ their way dowai towards 
Bapamne. After 3.3tl ]).m. five more attacks 
were made from the direction of \'anlx-\'raM- 
(‘ourt and five others fi'orn Beaumetz le/- 
Hambrai. lOaeh and all of tliese w'l'n* repuls<*d. 
We gained a further success when thi* IGtb 
Division imdcr Ma joi'd Icncra I .1. Ponsoidiy. 
(ML, ('..M.(J., D.S.O., recaptured Mory and 
Major-Henei'al H. d. Hridgford, (ML, H.M.H.. 
|).S.()., with the 31sl l)i\isinn drove off the 
attacks of two ( Ict rnan <li\ isioMs about St. 
is'gci' w it b hi*a\ y loss. Out be w bole, t herefore. 
the ddiiid .Army lield it^ own. 

Hut at its jimetion with the Fifth .Xrmy 
things did not go so w ell w it h us. d'lie dilhi*ult \ 
eommon to most hinge points between armies 
arose here. 'Idii' \’!L Corps forming the left 
of the Fifth Army bad been withdrawn in 
ai*eordanee with the orders of the Army 
Hommaudei* from the ground about Kipiaue<)urt. 

Xurhi to its tbiid defeusixe to the line of tlie 
Canal du Nord north ot Moislains. When the 
\ ". Corps pi’oteeted by rearguai’ds, who were 
in close eontael with the enemy ami heavily 
engaged, fell back in aeeor<lau<*e with ordei’s to 
its third line of defenee at 5’tri‘s in the direelion 
of Hapaume, it was unawai’c that tli<‘. \H1. 
Corps bad alri'ady gixeii u}» Nurlu. The \'. 

( V>r|)s was forced bai'k triau 5 tr*e.s to tlu.^ e-ast 
of Hoequiguy ami not w it listauding flu* (‘tforts 
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of all concerned to regain touch between the 
flafiks of the two corps, it was found impossible 
to do so. The 47th Division under Sir George 
Gorringe, K.C.H., K.C.M.G., D.S.O., and a 
})rigade .detached for the purpose by Major- 
General C. E. Pereira, C.B., C.M.G., from the 
2nd Division, made many vigorous efforts to 
get in touch again with the VI f. Corps, but all 
in vain. 

''riirough the gap thus made the Germans 
poured in force ; coming down on the flank of 
the VII. Corps they pushed it hack, fighting 
st(^rnly, to the west of Peronne and over the 
l^iver Tortille to the high ground about 
Houclmvesnes and to th(^ south of Sailly- 
Saillisel. Nor did the retreat stop here. For 
the Germans kept up a constant pressure on 
tlie division and, wherever their troo])s found 
a chink, there they ])ushed tljrougli and coni- 
pelled our mc'ii to fall farther back. 

'riius, at the end of the day, all along the line, 
Me had lost ground to a considerable extent 
and our troops had bt*en subjected to heavy 
losses, Mhicii they had borne heroically. 

Tliis date (Saturday, March 23) was marked 
by a ncM' dc'parture in M’arfare. Paris was 
startled by a heavy shell falling in the town 
at 7.30 a.m. It was followed by others at inter- 
vals of about 20 minutes for some few hours. 
The effects of the bombardment were entirely 
without military importance, the only results 
being some destruction of property and the 
killing and wounding of a number of harmless 


citizens, including many women and children. 
On the 24th, Palm Sunday, Paris was again 
shelled, and Good Friday w^as also singled out 
as an appropriate day for the work of destruc- 
tion. On the latter date the churches of Paris 
would bo filled with worshippers, and there 
would be a grand opportunity for repeating on 
land the bravo do('d achieved in sinking the 
Lusitania on tho sen. A church was struck, 
part of the roof blown in, with the result that 
76 persons were killed and 90 wounded, of 
whom a large proportion were women and 
chiklren. On March 30 tho victims numborod 
8 dead and 90 woundcnl, but with these two 
exceptions the casualties w’^erc^ limited to cpiitc 
small numbers, larely over one, for each .shell 
fired. At the beginning of Alay the bombard- 
ment ceased for a time. 

It did not take long to discover where the 
guns w'cro stationed, and within a few* hours 
from th(> tiino the bombardment began it was 
located by French aviators behind t ln‘ St. Gobain 
Forest, not far fnnn J-^a Fere.* A few days later 
the positions of fw^o others were ascertained. 
All three gun omplacoments were on the reverse 
slope of a woodcjd hill known as the Mont de Joie 
between tho J..aon-La Fore railw’ay and the 
T^aon-La Fere road, where they were hidden by 
the trees. It was an outlying spur of the 
hill-mass of St. (h)bain. A line drawn from 
Fourdrain to Couvron and Aiimencourt would 

♦ III the IlluHtration of March .30 — i.c., only seven 
days after the tiring had coiumencod — a map was given 
showing where the gun emplacement was. 
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rim through the centre of the position of the 
thl'ee gun-pits arranged approximately in tlie 
form of an equilateral triangle, the apex of 
which pointed towards Paris. They were all 
well iimler the crc^st line. Kach install nent 
consisted of a concrete pit in the sha[)o of a 
long and deep trench, to which a line of railway 
ran back to the baon-La Fere railway line. 
At the front end of each a concrete iilntform 
was constructed on which the gun carriage 
rested. This was cart^fully covered by branches 


French lines w'as about six miles ; the French 
heavy guns were some two miles farther bacrk 
A range of eight miles is long for accuralo 
practice, but on the fourth day (/.c., March 20) 
a shell foil into oiu^ of the gun cuttings and 
rendered the gun useless. It must be remc^m- 
liered that unless a shell dropped actually in 
the trench or on the gun it would not ilo much 
harm. Artillery fire and bombs from the air 
were continuously directed on the position, 
and it se'cms proliable that the cessation of 



[I'rfit: h of, dal photonraph 

CRECHE IN PARIS WRECKED BY THE LONG-RANGE GERMAN GUN. 


of trees wdiich, combined w itli the neighbouring 
wood, served to protect the position as much 
as was possible from vifwv. W'hcn a big gun 
was fired a number of 17 cm. guns in its neigh- 
bo\irhood were simultaneously let off so as tf) 
cover the sound of the larger explosion, and 
whenevf^r the French aviators were seen 
approaching, the anti-aircraft guns wore brought 
into action and volumes of smoke also dis- 
charged to render observation difliculf. Kxc*cpt 
at the time of discharge the gun was not 
elevated, its long-chase being kept dcnvii to 
avoid iletoction. x\ccommodation for the gun 
crew’s was provided in a bomb-proof dug-out, 
which was connected with the gun-]jit by a 
deep trench. 

The distance from tlie big guns to the 


fire at the end of April was due to all the guns 
being put out of action. 

The counter-battering had been rcn<lered 
very ditlieult by bad wt^atlier, which ma-de it- 
impossible foi- the acroplaiu's to rt^gulate tlu^ 
fire of the Krcncb artilh'iy by observation. 
Put on April 12 a fiiu^ day facilitatcHl matters, 
although the result of 1 b(^ French fire could 
not b(^ definitely asciatained. It was not till 
May that a very clear afmospla're allow^cul 
continuous oliservat ion. It was then seen that 
only one gun was in action and the concentrated 
fire of the Fr<*nch heavy guns would appear to 
have silenced it. From that <lay forward 
no shell fell on J^iris till May 27, by^ which 
time cither the gun or guns had been repaiied 
or others had taken their place. 
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J OSH IONS OF I MF THRHH l.ONO-RANOK GUNS WHICH BOMBARDED PARIS 


It now roiiiaiiis to give somo descaiptioii of 
th<* gun and its aninuinition. Tlio dchris of the* 
t‘X|)lod(Ml shells fuinislu*<| <‘videu(.*o froni whieli 
iIh^ |)roj(‘(*til(‘ eoidd ho r(‘oonstructed. It was 
<l(‘t(‘nnin<*d tlial its calihrc' was 210 imn. 
(8*28 in.) and its weight approxiinati'ly •IHO Ih. 



“ BIG BHRTHA’S ^ EMPLACKMENT. 

Its foi’in is shown in tho aocoin]>anying sk(‘t<*h. 
1 1 w ill bo soon that it ditfors considerably 
from sht'lls which had until recently been 
us<»d. Since th(> war began there ha<l been 
unceasing etforts to in(*reas(' the range of 
proj('etiles, ajid one way of <loing this was by 
making tluau much sharper point €*<k w liieh 
enabh's tlu*m to el<‘a\e the air mtae easily. To 
a\'oid inorilinatoly increasing the weiglit r)f 


tho w’holt‘ projetdile the front part of the shell 
had to 1)0 made of a lighter construction, while 
tho strength retpiirod to resist tlio explosive 
force of the charge made it n(H,*essary to form 
the base in a specially strong manner. The 
shell th(*reforo consisted of tw'o separate parts, 
the sh(‘ll ])roper at the rt'ar, a long elongated 
cap of soft steel at the fore end. The sole 
function of tho latter w as to make the resistance 
of the air less, and it was serew’ed on the head 
of the shell, ft played a purely jmssive ])art, 
as there was no ex[)losivtj charge in it. It will 
be noticed that the shell boily is divided into 
two ])ai*ts by a diM])hragm in which W(‘ro 
holes. This served a. doubl(‘ ])urpose. W'luai 
starte<l on its earec'i- by tiu* combustion of th<' 
pro])(*llant there woidd be a tendency for the 
exph)sive cdiarge to set back on the base, 
which consolidated it ami rendered it more 
likely to burn than explode violently. This 
woidd be to a gi'cat extent avoided by dividing 
it into tw'o ])arts. Tlu diaphragm also took a 
percussion fuse. W ith one also in the base a 
failure to explode was laigely ('liminate<l. As 
a practical fact all did burst.* 

* It h«r> that the oxpiosiva ronsistud 

of two liquids, liai’inU'ss by thcnisrlvc.s, but explosive 
when mixed. Such substanees are known, and w’ore 
suggested many yi'urs back. If Mieb were employed 
in this shell the holes in the diaphragm would probably 
be elearetl by the shock of t'xplosion, and then the top 
liquid wtmld mingle with the bottom one, bo mixed by tho 
rotation of the projectile in its flight, and then explode 
when it >tniek it- target. Xo nnexploded shell was 
foimd, anti f-peculation as tt> its explosive charge must 
ht» la’^gely conjectural. But it is certainly curious that 
no trace of explo-ive was foniitl on any of the fragment. 
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Tho sholl also proseutod other piH*iiliaritii‘s 
It is usual for projeetilos to bo jjjivou rotation 
by a band of copper near tho base. Mut with 
this gun tho projectile had groov(‘s out in its 
surface at the same pitch as the riflinu:.* This is 
sliowii at C in the diagram. The front t?opper i*ing 
was similarly grooved, the base one was not, so 
that when sent up the bore the lands of tho 
rifling cut into it and the band at‘fordo<l an 
‘effectual seal to ]>revent the exploding gases 
rushing over the shell-bcjdy ami scoring the* 
barrel. Tho object of the front uppc'r ring is 
not evident. It had to be grooved because, 
when tho gun was loaded, tho groo\es in tho 
shells liad to be run. ui) tho lands to ensure 
(hem taking the rifling. Ff this were not done 
the shell woukl have jammed and the* gun 
would have burst, it must have Ihmmi a work 
of considerable time and gn^at care tt) Irrad the 
proj(K’:tile, as it would Ixi a very nir-r matter 
to fit the shell exactly into its position to takt‘ 
the grooves. The n'ason for this syst(‘m 
of rotating the shell was that v\ ith tli(‘ ('iiormous 
velocity imj)arted to it the ordinary rnetliod 
of a eo])per-F)and might have failed, 'riio shell 
would have stri])pod -/.r., would hav(‘ been 
bl< wn straight out of the gun without taking 
the rifling. VVlien high velocity riflrvs weiH‘ 
intiorluced the sana; deh^a was found v\ith 

* systotu vvi^s not now. W'lu*!! I'iflod ^uiis wean* 

h- iiiL? intiodiicod, it was tried, but wji-. >(*011 aLuindonod. 


lead hnikds. and it has been the practice* to 
cover* the l(*ad with a thin steel eoating or 
iiickel-eoj^per sufliciently thin to take lire 
rifling and snfliciiMitly thick rrof to strip.* 

To ilrive the .sln*ll over tlu* To-rnile lanm* to 
Paris rerpiir-eil a very high imi/.zle velocitv , ami 
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Siiie elex^aiion of shell, 

210 mm. SHELL WEIGHINt; 330 lbs. 

Fired on Paris. 

At Shell proper. Bt (Copper driving band. B‘, Copper 
band grooved to fit lands of riflinj^. CC, Kibs on 
shell to fit grooves in gun. 

this r<‘ndei*(‘d iiect‘ssary a very lar*ge charges. 
The amount of proprdlant was (‘ertainly mor-e 
than the weight of tlrr*. shcdl, and {rr^hahly 
t‘X(*<MMli‘d it hy one-third. Now a projectile 
nurving thr*ongh tla* air* is greatly ii'taidcd by 
it : the po\\(‘i* of ov c'reurniirg this rt'si^tame 
(b‘pends on tin* slurp<* of tin- head and on tire 
vv'eight behind thr* cross-s(‘ct ioir. d'Jic hr*a\’it‘r 
tlu^ sht'II is for* a giv’cn (*ali))r(’i the nio]*<'. <.*asily 
<lo<*s it ov’(‘rconu‘ the i*csistan<*e of t-hc air*. Ihit/ 
the more the w(*ight is inei(*irscd tin* nrore 
jrowder is i*(Hiuired to giv t' it snlhcir'iif x rdocity, 
the!*<‘foi‘e the longer* th(* grrn hjrrrt*! must. In* to 

* ’ril > rls le ct il,- 
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buffi it and tha stronger to resist the explosion 
The probability is that tho particular shell 
was ('hos(*n because it enabled these various 
conditions to )j(i kept within reasonable limits 
Ihit the result Avas to produce a weapon which 
tired a eoin])aiat i\'ely light shell, one, moreover, 
wliieh hafl to bo made very strong to stand the 
explosion of tho powd(‘r charge, and which 
probably »»nly liad a short life. Thus it was 
that tlin shell w(‘ight was but small — viz., 
liflO lb., and it held lint a small explosive charge 
— \'iz., .SO to 35 lb. 

It is quit«* ])ossihle to calculate tho velocity 
n‘cjuir(‘d for the raiige and, approximately, it 
may }n' put in the region of 4,800 ft., or a little 
more — i.e.^ lu^arly a mile - per second, a far 
higher velocity than laid ever Ix^foro been 
imparted to any projc‘Ctile.* The gun would 
r(iquir«^ to be somewhere about 120 to 130 
calibi(*s long to burn the taiormous amount of 
juopellant employed. As its calibre was 
210 mm., ecpial to 8 28 in., the approximate* 
l(‘iigth of the gun would be between 80 and 
00 ft., its weight would prohaldy be 70 to 
00 tons.t 33i(‘ tir(' ov(“r such a long range* 
could not })(' N'ery accurate ; but Paris was a 
big targ(‘t and couM not Avell be* missed. 

The gieal l■(*ason why the \ory long range 
uas attained uas that its trajectory fuj* a large* 
portion of the slu'lTs flight was at such a 
hcMght abo\e the’ «aith that it p.asse'd through 
an almosph(*r(' so atte'nuate'd as to afford \ (*ry 
lit t le ret ai’dat ion to it . 

The* ticrmans coulel ueet- expect te) do se*rie)us 
elamagf* t<^ Paris uith such snmll shells and 
pie'hahly r(*li(*el cm the* me»ral etfcH't of the* 
bombardme*n( . In this thc*y were* grieveaisly 


* (M’lirial l\oluic, the* ^^(*ll-klle^^^■|l l*rils>i;ili itrlilUTV 
(‘xpe'it. ill nil intiele* puhli.-^licel in the* Vossi.sihf' ZrilnHt/ 
.vlneiit tlu* tiiiK' tile* boiiilmnlmi'iit e*e)ni me'iife’il, gave the* 
iiiei/./le* ill ritia 111 .“ I.r.. about 4,800 fe*e*t. l*\*\v gmi-^ 
gi\c .‘{,00(t t'e'e't, and me)>.l coii-^ieie'ratilc loss, ^'lie* 
Sjiamai-dN bvfeire* tlu* W’ar iiiaele* out* with 3.300, and a 
tt‘\v t'Xpe'fiiufut a! ;^miin hax'e* cxcoe'dod this. 

i li is pra<*t it ally oe iiaiii that tho gnus wore* not 
all e'xaetly alike*; hiil suHicie'iil is not kiieivvii ube»iit 
llifiii to spi'iik willi oorl aiiil y. 


mistaken. The Parisians absolutely declined to 
bo frightened by it. 

The ])o.siti<>n the British Commaiider-in-Chief 
four u I himself in at the eloso of the day on 
March 23 was a dillicult one. He liad fought a 
gooel light, hut iLuiiibea-s had been against him. 
There was no cpic'stion of yi<*lding a yard of 
ground whieh coulel b(^ clung to, but inor»' 
troops were rec|uired to render our position 
soeure and to bi ing tlio (Icrman inroad to a stop. 

tie liad been in close toneli with (General 
Petain, the (Je>nimnrider-in-(3u‘ef of the l<5('ncli 
armie^s, since tlie first indienliotis of a probable 
attack on the Britisli front and, as wo hav(' 
already seen, our Ally had made all the iieces- 
saiy aiiangeinents to lielp in tlie common 
cause. On jMarcdi 23 a meeting between tlie 
two leaders took ])lnce in the afternoon, and the 
arrangements ah'eady described on p. GO were 
made for the succour of tho Fifth Army and 
to meet the general situation. 

Then came the (piestion as to wliat British 
troo])s could be brougld up to help the Third 
and Fifth Arini('s. iSome might be obtained 
from the First anrl Second Armies at the more 
northern portions of ourliiu*. After eonsidtat ion 
with llu* Comma ndi'is of these two forees> 
it was diitei niini'd that each sliould contribute 
what divisions could ])e spared to form a 
(Jciicral Bcm*j\(‘ ti> the* Ihitish Army foi‘ 
use wlu*iv it might lx* requiii'd. 3310 Canadian 
Corps formed part of this force and was 
inlendt'd for count er-attaek in ease the r‘ti(‘]n\’ 
broke through the British front. Its place 
of ass(*ml)ly was in front of Amii*ns.* By 
tho end of Mareii, eight infant ly divisions 
had I>een drawn down from tlie iioi’t lu*i‘ii parts 
of th(‘ lira*, and up to A])ril t) this muulx'f had 
been inert*ased to twelve. 33iis raised our* total 
immlx'r of infantry to 40 divisions against tlu* 
73 w lii<*h till* ( Jei rnnns liad on oiii* front at abmrt 
the same date. 


* Xo mention iiimli* ol (he Fourth Army in Sir 
Doulijii^ ll’iiu’" •H^'pateli. 



CHAPTER CCLXIV 


THE GERMAN OFFENSIVE OF 

1918. (II.) 

Gkhm.\n and Pro-German Comment on the Hatti.e— French Assistance — Position on 
THE 3rd Army Front, March 21— Fighting over the Somme JCvttleeiei.d ({enerai, 
Hi mbeht’s Army Arrives — Kigiit of Third Army withdrawn to Line Pray sur-Somme 
Alrert -The French Fighting- German Advance held i p bv Aeroplanes — (-arev’s 
Force — The “ WiiirrET ” Tanks — Force at Brave withdrawn p.v Mistake — General Foch 
IN SrrREME Control — Fckther withdrawal oe the Fifth Army— ( Jen eral Bawlinson 
S ri’CEEDs General (Jocgh — F ocii’s Instructions to Haig and Fayolle- Fighting at I'or 
OUER icouRT — .M ontdidier Cai'tcred — Fresh Attack North and South of Arras Defeati d 
The (Jerman Offensive Stemmed. 


I N tlio last, oliapter tlio nv^uts of tho first, 
tliiv'p (lays of lli(‘ ( J(‘nium ot'ft'iisivo which 
o|)on(Ml OH ^Farch 21 , 11 ) 18 , were descrihed. 
set -hack to the British Annies, as 
sli(»wn in the iiiajj ^ivoii at p. 41 , was considi'i - 
ahlc. Let ns iunvlo(.)k at tlio Gennau \ icw of tlu^ 
operations on the tlir«*(' opening days of llio 
nioN'einent. 'The follov iii^ aeeoinit is eoiii[)iI(‘d 
from the wireless re])ort.s on .March 23 and 
siip[)leiiiente(l by inforniatirai from diffcnTit 
(Jt*rnia.n papers of that date. 

'I’lu' nrtilh*ry notion liad b('ou JiwJy i.lnriiif^ 1 }k‘ riit.’hl, 
ami -.wt llril at 4 a.ia. +*> a cunt i iim Tdiir. 'I'la* 

(•f lh«« r>.l honi'.’ fiiv wa-, .-ptMidifl. one iMH'iiiy )>att<‘rv 
altar anotliar wa- tlic rlTci-l ol tla- Eiiuli- L 

mills on lh(3 Gl(-‘i'nuin Lack arcc' wa-. weak, 

said the Berliner Toqehlalt of March 23. The 
(Jernian oAieial VVirek'ss added: 

“"Idle inino tlimwers (treneh mortars) at 
8.30 a. in. began their work, whieh was din*eted 
against, the ])ositions to he assaiiltiMl, and at 
0.40 the infantry went forward ; the first waves 
hardly suffered any lossivs, and at 11 the 
Tlai’giconrt -Pontni line Yvas ri'ached The air 
was so thick with fog, mi\'(‘d with gnn-smoki* 
and exhalations of gas, that it was iiii|)ossihl(‘ 
to see ten paces ahead. The losses of tlu^ bra\ e 
English, who strongly defended themselves, 
Vol. XVTII.— Part 224 73 


wore very hea\y in kilN'd, woinuk'd and 
prisoners, while tin* (.Jeiinan losses an' siii’- 
prisingly small. T1 h‘ spirit of the troops is 
sustaiiH'd hy joyful eonlidisiei' of xiefoiy. The 
lOnglish dch'iiee iiKai'asos, count in -at taeks are 
commenced. Tanks clatter forward, d'hi' Faig- 
lish nrlilh'ry protection po.sition is crossed at 
imnK'ious ])oinls. In the Kons.soy wood alora^ 
four batteries were taken. Tin' [irescnl Ijin- 
man thrust lias wncsted fi*om the tw’o f]uglish 
.\rmi(\s tlu'ir strongly tVatified /oik s and williiii 
24 hours has taki'ii from them 10,01)0 prisoners 
and 2H0 guns.” 

TIm' Kreuz Zeilnnff March 23 looked forward 
with justiti(Ml eonlidi'uce to tlie further eoui’si' 
of th(' gigantic, battle in the W(‘st. . . . VV (3 
arc conlidiMit that these* battles will lt*ad to 
ultimati* \ iclory,'’ The \'ossisc/ic Zeifion/ snid : 

Wt* hiO'i* r«ii)L.Ml mil* .)|'iKincM< ot ^rmiml vvlii<‘li lor 
iiioiitii- Lfi-ii pn-j'i.'. ri 'l Ly liim toi' coming liMttlr'i 

itnvii to ‘III- -tii.tlli- i <l'S,iil. . . . Uiir oLji-<-! i-. not. to 
will groiiml ('I* lown-. (Jm- L.iMli* .ii'ii i ,-ol»-ly t lu- 
ll'-'! riicll'iii of i‘ii(‘iiiy forci--; iml liis im-iiti'. lor llii- 
i-oiil 'inmiKi- ot ihi- war. . . . Wlu-n' tin- i-tii-iiiy j- 
L'Jit li.*r»*il ill «?ri-nti*-' 'Iri'iiL'di. an aft iclc olfi-i-' lo mo't 
j»n)'|M-'-t ot 'ii'co'-^. Eioiii llii, point of \n-w, lli-m-ial 
Korli’.-i .\riii\ |{l--•-^\■|- will fniiii oiir liiial Latlli- aim. 

Prophetic uttcranei' ! But tho result was not 
in accordance with Gc*rman aspii*ations. 
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The' German wireless (March 24) stated:# 
“ When the' drum -fire on the morning of 
March 21 had poured forth its thick sheaves 
of shot, the barrels of the cannon were red hot.* 
In the battery positions the powder smoko of 
the shots had thickened the fog to such an 
extent that one could not see from one gun 
to another. The attacking . ai tillery fired the 
number of shots planned in the thick fog, but 
the objectives and the time of the firing were 
so exactly calculated that the attack remained 
independent of the weather. The first Knglisli 


overran the crater-field and are now storming 
beyond the chains of hills west of the captureil 
villages, of which the fields and meadows have 
long since been transformed into desolate 
steppes. The English sought to make a stand 
in the artillery position. The ground favoured 
them ; . . . but their artillery was too much 
overcome to support their infantry cffectiv(‘ly. 
The German batteries, on the other han<l, 
pressed forward. The fire continued to be 
directed on the crater-land, whilst the pioneers 
were building a road througli the wilderness 



GHRMAN SOLDIERS LOADING A “MINE THROWER’^ (MINENWERFER). 


position has ■disappeared, and in its place there 
<*xteuds a wide and desolate crater-field. Every- 
where there are the remains of wire entangle- 
ments, broken-down shaft entrancos, and 
destroyed blockhouses. At most places the 
battered-in trenches were overrun, and the 
survivors came rushing towards the Germans 
minus their weapons and with their hands in 
the air. At other places the English aro 
defending themselves with great stubborncss. 
Near Epehy, for example, they defended the 
edge of the village until the evening. Farther 
south, however, Lerni^r^j Ronssoy, Hargicourt, 
Villeret, and Pontru have been taken. The 
storming troops, with indescribable energy, 

• Tliis is ridiculous exaggeration. The guns could 
not have been loaded had this been the case. 


of mire, and on the first day of attack tho 
artillery followed up tho storming troops. At 
many points the artillery protecting position 
was broken through. Ev(‘n in tho declining 
evening the loftily situated ruins of TempUnix, 
with the whole of the strongly constructed 
quarries, were taken. 

“The .second day also began with a thick 
fog. Its impenctrahlo veil favoured tlu^ hhiglish 
retirement. The Gorman attacking artillery, 
which was brought forward over tho crater 
zone, had at first small objectives. Tho fire 
of the English guns of heavy calibre barred the 
few erossings through the miry field. Bub 
German field batteries galloped between the 
towers of smoke. They were thus able closely 
to siqjport the infantry attack. At 7 o’clock 

224-2 





76 


THK TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


the? firing began against the second British 
position. .Hardly hour Uiter the triple 

wire entangleintaits protecting it were broken 
through. "rh(5 fog continiuHl beyond mid-day. 
The infantry stormed farther into the field of 
mist. Afterwar<ls, in unceasing pursuit, it 
followed the artillc'iy. At mid -< lay eom])anies 
which had pushed forward had a h eady reached 
HoLsel. Fighting eontiniuui desperately around 
the station. Numerous guns wcao captured 
here. At the same time Fnglish detachmc'iits 
continued to hold out on the heights south of 
I'ompleux. Iduar maehine-guu fire struck 
the Oeriiuin advancing troops in the flanks, 
but not for long. Jiel’ore o\ir storming waves, 
advancing ovta* the* (diains of hills, rises the* 


forward. The German artillery fire had pio- 
duced its effect. The strong obstack‘s which 
luul been prepared during many months wt're 
destroyed. The I^higlish trenches were trans- 
formed into graves, which ^^ere fidl of <h*ad. 
Whilst the first lines in places w€*re only thinly 
occupied, the f^nglish offered a brave rt'siritaiue 
in tlMur second position, wliieh was }>roken dov\ n 
in a desperate struggle. The dug-outs had to 
be taken in hard hand -tt) -hand fightitig. 
Here the superiority of the (Jerman infantry 
showed itself in the best light. Fncxpcctedly 
commoneed and extremtdy cfl*(M*tiv'e (Jerman 
artillery prcjparation only allowed the countta - 
etfect of the Kngl ish to be brought into a<*tion 
gradually. Tin* German losse-; were thus 



hJnglish Army. CUost^ bands of prisoners are 
streaming backwards. In the roa<ls field-greys 
are followcnl by chains of resta-ves and columns. 
The enemy retreats tt» his third position. 
North of the Cologne Brook their wire entangle- 
ments were reached (*ven b(*for»* nightfall. 

‘‘ Bright KunshirK* favoure<l the ]jrogre.ss of 
tin* (Jerman offensive bt*tween the Scarpe aiul 
the Oise on the sec’ond day's fighting. On the 
whole front of attack the (Jerman infantry, 
determineil upon victory, unceasingly pressed 


surprisingly light. In the eapture<l stM‘oiul 
Fnglish ])osition many closely -massed counter- 
attacks had to be warded off, two of which, 
supported by tanks, took place in the e\ening 
of March 21 in the region of Doignies, after the 
capture of the village t)f Vaulx-^"raucourt. 
Sixteen tanks were destroyed by artillery aiul 
infantry fire and trench mortar firt*. The English 
suffered unusually heavy losses during their 
fruitless counter-attacks. The booty and num- 
ber of prisoners are continually increasing. A 
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IN MONCHV. 


[Official photog'-aph. 


single German irgiiiu‘iit captured ,‘10 guns near 
Monehy. Tn the advance beyond the heights 
south of Maissemy, (Termaii sioriiiiiig troops 
encountered enemy batteries. After three of 
them had been blown up, an additional one was 
destroyed before our ti-oops passed further on. 

“ On the whole front our battle* aviators 
t)artici})ated successfully in the tight iiig, bombs 
being freely dropped on the railway stations of 
Ohaulnes, Koye, and Noyon. Good hits on 
arriving trains, as well as gi'eat explosions 
at the station of Compiegiu*, were obsei*ved. 
Further strong ex[>losions in tlu* rlirection of 
Uohagnies confirmed the excellent effect of 
our long-distari(*e fire, which was w(*ll supported 
by our artillery av iators. 

“The decision in the Monchy-t 'ambraiSt . 
Ouentin-La Fere battle was brought about by 
a surpj’iso ov^er-runiiing of the tliird ])osition. 
South of Bernes, the Fnglish, on ]March 22, 
had sent forward fr(*sh forces from Amiens 
into these positions. The troops had scarcely 
reached these positions, and their machira'-guns 
had not been fetched forward, wiaai tht^y were 
surprised by the German attack. On tla* 22rd 
the mist lifted earla?r than on the procc‘ding 
days, and the Fnglish gave way over the whole 
front. It is true tliat their n^arguards riefended 
every hilly ridge, but in a short time* tlu'y wert^ 
driven out of every new position they took up. 
The superiority of the Gorman leadtas and 
trooy)s made itself felt to the full. The Fnglish 
artillery sacrificed itself in onler to cover flic 
retreat. Their batteries moved back only a 
few hundred yards befoie the German storming 
waves. In raging, rapid lire they shot away 
their munitions, and then attempt t^d to limber 


up and to drive away. L'nder our shitipnel 
and machinegun lin* nunu*rous batteries 
(jould not b(‘ got away, whilst otliers wcu'ti 
captured with their teams. T1 h 5 counter- 
attacks made by I hi* tanks helped just- as lit t le. 
Gun and mine-thrower lire put most of them 
out of action befoie they had got ])roperly 
working. One tank, which broke out into the 
German infantry line, was rendered harmless 
by Ihi' clever d(*<M| of a non-commissioned 



olhi'or, who sprang upf>n the tank and kiljiMl 
thecr(‘\\ by means of r(‘Vol\'er shots firt*d t hi ough 
the air-hok* in the covering of the tank. 

‘‘South of Peronne, on the Somme, we 
advanced. At the same time olh(*r d<'ta<*h- 
nuaits ])ress(Ml forward towards Pei’onne aiul 
to the* north of it. Here the Fnglish undertook 
counter-attacks from tin* town, 'fheir c*om- 
pani(*s, liowever, fled when th(^ G(*rmans 
stormed towards them. Peronne is in flames. 
What the Fi-ench, after careful work, had built 
up after the evacuation of tlu* town Ijy the Gcr- 
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mans, the English destroyed before their 
retreat. ♦ But the retreat was over-hasty, and 
rich booty remained behind on every hand. 
Automobiles with English staffs left the town 
shortly before the Germans arrived. Between 


brought death and confusion. British airmen 
did not accept battle, and flew away as soon as 
they saw the German chaser airmen.’* 

The Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten (March 24) 
said 



the retreating columns the tanks travelled, 
which no longer dared to make fresh attacks. 
Gorman battle-plane squadrons accompanied 
the retreat. Their machine-guns and bombs 
‘ 'This is untrue. 


The first violent blow in the vast and decisive battle 
has been struck against our most bitter and most 
dangerous foe on French soil. Kngland has suffered 
a defeat whoso magnitude and results cannot be dis* 
regarded. The English defended themselves with all 
the etubbornnesH of their race, but up to the present 
have been unable to bring the fight to a standstill. 
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\Yf) am fimily asRitrcd tliat no powor on earth can snatch 
victory from ur. 

The Ciermaii wireless (March 24) stated : 

“ On the battlefield between the Scarpe and 
the Oise, within a j^eriod of three days from 
the 21st to the 23rd instant, the Knglish Army 
suffered the greatest defeat in British liLstory. 
The successes achieved in the great victory are 
such as have not been nearly approached by 
the Entente since the beginning of the battle of 
positions in the westei'ii theatre. The English 
offensive near Arras in April, 191 fi, was made 
on a front 12 miles wide ; the Anglo-French 
attack on the Somme in July, 1919, was mado 
on double that width ; the French altacketl on 
the Aisne in 1917 on a width of 24 miles. The 
English big attack, prepared for montbs in 
Flanders, never exceeded a space of 18 miles, 
and the whole of the territorial gains of abnost 
half a year’s fighting only amounted to 39 
s(piare miles. In the three days’ battle in the 
\\ est, the Germans made a territorial gain of 700 
square miles.” 

Pro-German pa[)ers in neutral comitries did 
not underestimate the (jlerman effort, as the 
following quotations show : 

The morning (edition of the irague Nieivive 
Coiii'ftnt of March 24 said : 

'Pho po-ition of tlio Kii^li->h troops on tho soclor of 
front from St. QiUMitin, where thoy ar<i rotnuiOim 
oikkI order over the devastated territory, appears to be 
ext Jenady ijrave. . . . Tho latest reports from the \V<*slern 
front inn^t be a iniyUty blow in Idi'vento eoniitries to 
ttic confidenco in the uii'<hakeableness of tlie Knteiito 
front, 'Pile moral support which griws out of lli« 
sncf-'csses hitherto achieved by the Germans .should nob 
b(* iinderestiiiiated, and it may exereis* an incalculablo 
inflnene.vj in tho further course of events. 

The military correspondent of tho Easier 
Xational Zeitung (March 23) wrote : 

Unless appearances are deceptive, a decision is at 
hand. It may bo a terrible oi^^, and may contain ^jreat 
dangei's for neutral neighbours also ; and yet it comes as 
a relief to a world weary of wair ; things are progi’«*ssing. 
Not in the distant Bast with its enoriruHts spaces, not 
on the mountain front with its obstacles, not between 
syjlit up forces in midocisivo side-shows of the theatres 
of war. No ; iii the open territory of tho strongest 
members of the F.ntente, on the Continent between 
Varis and the Hhine, tho massed forces of both laieiny 
armies are preparing for a gigantic struggle. We do 
not wish or expect tts a result of it the decision of the 
question “ to be or not to be *’ of either of them. 

A leading article in Aftonbladet, a Swedish 
paper, discussed the question whether tho end 
of the war was approaching; 

rho first English report showed sulliciently clearly tho 
fear which filled tho English Army Command and 

l*arliament It also Boeins certain that the Entente 

politicians uore completely out in tlWr caletilations 
with regal'd to tho strength and ainw of the German 
attack. Perhaps wo may already venture to inaki* a 


guess at tlio future : — It does not seem too improbabK* 
that Hindenburg will perhaps free England from all 
need of roimage. If a decision is reached on tlie West 
front dining the next few weeks, then tile war will 
iTcrtainly bo at an end, and it is our duty to see to it 
that Swedish tonnage docs not fall into wrong hands, 
in thi» last few moments of tho w'ar which are lost for 
the Kiitenti'. 

The German. Ch’eat TTeadquarters’ ropi>rt of 
Mareli 25, dealiitg with the lighting uj) to the 
24th, stated : — - 

“The Grown Prince Rnpprecht of Bavaria 
has, with tho armies of Generals Otto von Below 
and von der Marwitz, again defeated tht> 
enemy in the tremendous struggle iiearBapaume. 
(Jeneral Kiiliiie broke tlirougli the strong 
]X)sitions of tho enemy to the uorth-east of 
Bapaiime in bitter fighting; the troops of 
(jJeneral Giiinert and Geni'ral Staabs, coming 
from the east and sontli-east, drovi^ the enemy 
back via Ypies and Sailly. Tlu^ stuViborn 
enemy resistance, which had lx‘cn reinforced 
witli French forces, was broken in violent 
battles. Freshly hroiight-ii[) troops and 
iinmerons tanks threw tliemsidves against our 
advancing troo[)s along the roads leading 
from Ba])anmc to Gambrai and Peronne. They 
could not bring about a (l(M*ision in favour of 
the euemy. Tu tho e veiling, ihd'eated, they 
streamed hack again in a wcstiuly din'ction. 

” During tlie course of a night battle, 
Bapaiimo fell into tho hands of the \'ictors. 
Hot fighting developed for tho ])o.ssession of 
Combles and the lu'iglits situated tjo the. west. 
Tho enemy was defeated, kkiglish cavalry 
attacks broke down. Wt? are now" standing 
to the north of tho Somme, in t-lio middle of 
tho formoi' Somme hatt lefield. 

“Tho Gorman Grow^n Prince, wdth the army 
of General von irutior, has forced a passage 
across the Somme below Ham. His victorious 
troops have, in bitter fighting, mounted to tlie 
west of the Somme. Violent counter-attacks 
by English infantry and cavalry broke down 
.with sanguinary losses. 'The town of Xesle 
was taken by storm this evening. 

“ Bidween the Somme and the Oise tlu5 
troops w’hieh peiud rated across the Gro/.at 
canal have, late in tho evening of the 23rd, 
taken by storm the strongly-fortified and 
stubbornly-defended positions on the w^estern 
bank of tho canal. In hot fighting the English, 
Freiudi and Americans were throw-n hack 
through the pathless w"oode<l country via La 
Neuvillo and Villequier-Aumont. The attack 
continued yestoi'day. French infantry and 
cavalry divisions, which were brought forward 



80 


THl'J TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


iav oou!il<T-1 hnist, werf^ tlii'owii back with 
sanguinary losses. In restless pursuit, (xeneml 
von Cent a and (lenei al von (layl pressed after 
the retreating eiaany. GUus(*ard and Cliaimy 
were eaptui-ed in tht? evening. \\’e bombarded 
1 fortress of Paris with long-rangfi guns. 

“ 'rh(3 oraany casualties are unusually h<‘avy. 
d’be tremendous booty wbieli fell iiito our 



GENERAL GRtjNERT. 

Commanded a German Army in the Camhral 
offensive. 

hands since the 21st cannot yet be estimate<l. 
More tl\an 45,000 prisont'is have ])oen aseer- 
taiiiod, many more tlian 000 gmis, thousands 
of machine-guns, tr<ant‘ndous (plant iti<‘s of 
munitions and implements, gre^at stor<‘s of 
supplies and pitM^es of clothing. 

“At Vt'rdun and in J.orraine the aitillery 
diu‘ls <*oiit inue. 

“ Prom tin* otlit'r thi'atres of war |]ii'!(‘ is 
notliing to report.” 

'rh(3 (Jerman Gn'jit I Iea<l<piartei’s ri'port on 
t h(3 20th was as follows : 

“ In (Continuation (»f tlu*gr<'at bati k' in Kraneo 
our troops yi'stt'rday achi('^•ed fresh successes. 
English divisions brought- u]) from KlaiKh'rs 
an<l Italy with the Fnatch thrt'w themselv«*s 
against our troops in dc^spcaatc* attacks. They 
W(*re d(*teat('d. The* ai-mi<\s of Gern'ral Otto 
von Below and General von der .Afaivvitz lia\e 
linally maintaiiu'd tluMuselves in Ervilk'rs 
aften* a hot and fluctuating liattle, and in their 
advance against Achi('t-le-Grand, capture*! 
the villag(*s of Hihueourt, Hii'fvillcrs, aii<l 
Grm illers. Tlu'y (^apt ured Irlesand Miraumont 
and ha\'t‘ (*rossed tla' Ancre. English troops 
freshly brought forward attacked violently 
on a wide fri^nt from the direction of Albert. 


The enemy was driven back after a bitter 
struggle. 

We have crossed the J^apaumo- Albert road, 
near Gourcelette and Pozier(*s. To the south 
of PemniK*, General von Jlofacker has forced 
a passage across tlu' Somme, and has taken by 
storm the hc'ight of Maisoiuu^tte, which was so 
holly contested in tlie Sommo battle of 1910, 
as well as the villages of Hiaches and llarloux. 
Strong ciK^my c(»unt(‘r-attacks wore themsedves 
out before our lines. 

‘“The army of ( {eneral von Hutier, after 
hard fighting, drove the eiunny back near 
^larchelepot and Hat tcaicourt across the 
lV‘ronnc-Roy(' railway. The tenaeiously- 
d(‘fondt3d Ktalon was wrtvsted from the French 
and English. 

“ French divisions brought up from Noyon 
wen» defeated at Freniclu's and Bethoncourt. 
Bussy was captured. 

“ We are on th<‘ heights to the north of 
Noyon. 

“ Our signal service has taken a prominent 
shar(‘ in the successes which wo. have achieved* 
J^abouring untiringly tliey rendered possible 
the (‘ooperation between the units fighting 
next to onti anotlua% and gave the leaders the 
assurance of Vicing able to guides the battle into 
the desired channels. 

“Bailway troops, which first carrie<l (^ut tlio 



GENERAL STAABS. 

Commanded a German Army in the Cambrai 
offensive. 

trenuaidous advance from the beginning of the 
lighting without any friction, and who are now 
co])ing with the traflic behind the front, are 
working ceaselessly on the reconstruction of 
the de.stroycd railways. 
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“ Since the beginning of tlie batth^ 1)3 enemy 
aeroplanes aiul six captive ballooi\s have, been 
brought down. 

“ The booty in guns lias inereasc'd to 003. 
Over 100 tanks are lying in eajitured 

])osi< ions. 

“ On th<^ rest of the West e in front the 
artillery battles continued, increasing on the 
Lorra ine f ront to great st rengt 1 1 . Wo continucM I 
the bond>ni*dment of the fortress of Paris. 

“ From the other tht*atr«‘S of war there is 
nothing new^ to rtjport. 

K IR.ST Qc A R'rKKM ASTKR-(tKN KR A L A ON 

Lr HEN DO RTF." 

I3ut little eomnn*nt is ne(*essary on these 
statements. The ofiicial record of events 


able to hold out for about six <lays, wherc'as 
aid was urgcaitly la'cded on the second ilay of 
tho struggh*. 

The (Vozat Canal had b(U‘n given up, and the 
111 British Army ('orps was, as wo have seen, 
in vi'ry wt*ak C{)nnc*xion with the* rest of the 
Fifth Army. 'I'lie la^^k which h'll on the b'r(*n<*h 
was to o[)pos(* tlu“ (Hainan t loops coming iin in 
very superior nuinluas in this rc'giou. As tho 
Friaich troops arri\t‘d in tlu'ir molor-cai*s and 
Ionics tlu‘y wen* thrown into line* so a.s to 
form a conn(*ct(*d whole with the ri'tiring 
Jh*itish Army. d'hey arrived under disadvan- 
tageous circumstances, for tlu^ situation was 
thought so serious that tlu* troo]is were pusluMl 
on ahiHist without guns or resc'rve ammunition. 



[ /’ tench ofheial photoi^raph. 

NKSLE; THE SUGAR REFINERY. 


futsents them in a specially German form, 
but that must bo oxpect<*d. 

Let us now* turn to the French movtanents 
made to assist the Fifth Army. It may here 
1 h! remarkc^d that, as in the Hattie of Loos, 
tlie present operations showed el<*arly how much 
better it is when troops of ditTeri’iit nations are 
fighting si<le by side that they slioukl all b<* 
undca* one command. Had this biaai th<* case 
at the right flank of the Fifth Army tiaat^ can 
be but little doubt that there would have been 
French reserves immediately beliin<l its right 
flank, which might well have altenal the 
situation and at any rate would havi* slowed 
tiown the retreat. 

Wo know" that the possibilities of t he sit nation 
had been carefidly considered and that stf^ps 
had been taken to reinforce Sir Hubert (lough, 
if necessary ; but unfortunately the assumption 
was made that the British wen Id have been 


and this did not h(*l}> lhi*m in tlu* luu'd fighting 
laecssary in the critical position which hail 
a rise * 11 . 

At dawn on lla 24th, tin* (n'riuans had 
i*<*acheil Bus, Lei'hclie and Le Mc'snil-en- 
Arrouaise, and a little latei- nn Saillisi*!, Ban- 
court anil ( 'lei \ . This madi* it n(‘c(‘ssa,rv to 
draw back tin* right of the 'I’hir'd Army, as the 
Fifth had beiai fnrec-d back beyond f la^ general 
line*; Bertincourt had therefore t.o Im? aban- 
dom*d. NtJitli of this point the situation was 
more fa\’ourable, lor altlaaigh Mory w'as taken 
early in tin* morning after b<‘ing the sci>ne of 
hard fighting tliroughout tlie whole night, still 
the* troops there ]>ract iea liy he'ld tluiir old 
positions, the (biards 3i'd and 31st Divisions* 
threiwing back a. s(*ri<‘s ot strong attacks. I In? 
17th Division r<‘|H‘IIt‘(l theliostik^ troojis in foui* 
succ<*ssiv<* attacks east of Barastre. and the 47th 

♦ Major-(lciieral(}. P. T. iMiii-, (J.U., (t M.( B.S.O., 
<-c>niiiuiin led tlio (Jiiard’-. 
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at Rorquigny also hold tho ground till the 
afternoon, hut when tho Oermans forced their 
way round thoir flank })otwoon Roequigny and 
J^o Transloy, they wore obliged to fall hack. 
To the south of this point the enemy poured 
his troops ra])idly through tho gap which had 
been made in our lin(‘ and cut oif a part of tho 
South African Hrigad<' of the 9th Division near 
Marriercs Wood, north of Clery. They fought 
with the iiK)st gallant bi*avery until tluMr 
ammunition was (‘xha listed and only about 100 
xiien remained nnwounded, ))ut the (h*i*man 
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CZotntnandcd the Guards. 

advance continued. (Nunbh's was captured 
and the high ground n(*ar Morval, and they 
])rcsscd still onward towar'ils J^es Reoufs. Tliis 
continued ailvanee threatened to penetrate 
between the Third and Fifth Armies, and 
tiuae was considerable dangi'r of penidration 
in heavy for ce. 

The V anil IV C^ori)s were then^fore 
ordered to retire to the line Bazentin-Lo Sars- 
(Jr(*villers-Kr*villers. A supr*eme (Tfort was 
necessary to save tho situation. Fortunately 
the leading troops of the :i5th Division, under 
Major- (General ]McJ\ay Franks, C.B., were 
arriving at Bray-sur-Somme, and the miscel- 
laneous troops availablc3 in tho Albert area, 
including some who had been with the tanks 
and were now armed vvdth Lewis guns, wei*e 
collected together and pushed rapidly forwaril 
along the north bank of the Somme to siq)port 
the VII Corps, wliich, it will bo remembered, 
formed the left of tho Fifth Army. 

A little later in the day a portion of tho 1st 
Cavalry Division reached Montaubaii. By 


this time the Germans were past Glory, and 
were pressing hard on the 9th and 21st Divisions. 
The combined action of the new arrivals checked 
the enemy for a time. Two battalions, the 
15th Cheshire Regiment and tho 15th N^otts 
and Derby Regiment, from the 35th Division, 
by a timely counter-attack helped to hold the. 
entany at bay, and a line was now taken up 
from the Somme at Biem past theTrones Wood 
to Longui'val, thus barring the road to Albert. 

The right and centre of the Tliird Army 
fell ba(‘k fluring the afternoon under very 
difiicult circumstaiKiCS. By night, tho V 
Corps, however, succeeded in reaching a line 
from Bazentin-lligh Wood-Kaucourt-rAbbaye, 
Ligny-'riulloy. A few hours later the troops 
f)f tlH» 1 V ( 'oi-ps were in position on a line^ west 
of Bapaumi^ between l^a J^arque and Frvilleis, 
but th<‘ touch bet ween the various divisions of 
these two corps was by no means as secure as it 
might have been. The fighting during the 
retjf'at had l>(>en somewliat confused and the 
country was ditlifuilt. On the right flank bodies 
of t h(‘ (.{erman infantry had managed to ])ush in 
across the line by which our troops intended to 
retreat. Hero 12 machine-guns of tin* .Machine 
(.hin Battalion of tho ()3rd Division wc're of thi' 
grc'atest utility in action near Lcs Buaifs, They 
held up th(‘ (memy’s advance from Morval at a. 
most <*rilical time, firing 25,000 rounds into 
the iMUMuy's advancing masses, and by their 
vigorous action helil back tho German adv^ance 
and enabli'd their Division to reach the ])osition 
assigniMl to it. 

On March 24 the enemy, who had, as we know, 
arrived at tho liianks of the Somme south of 
Peronne, madi' sewaal \'igorous attempts to 
])i()gri‘ss to th(' western bank. At Pargny he 
successfully crossed and maintained himself on 
the west bank of the riv^er, thus passing in 
between tlio 8th i)i\'ision, under Major-General 
AV. C. G. Honiker, C.B., D.S.O., and tho 20th 
Division, but thesis two divisions counter- 
attacked and drove back bodies of the enemy 
which had come by St. Christ and Bcthoncourt. 

The GermaiLs continued their pressure the 
whole day long against the general line of the 
river and also in a wcvsterly and south-westerly 
ilirection from Ham, to v\diich our troops offered 
a determined resistance. Opposite Ham 
a successful counter-attack by the l/5th 
(Pioneering) Battalion Duke of Cornwall’s 
Light Infantry, which formed part of the Gist 
Division, vigorously delayed their advance. 

In tho evening, although the line of tho rivor 
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north of Kpenancoiirt was still 1 h*M by tho 
British, the ga]3 made at i’argiiy had been 
widened and the enemy liad reaehed Alorehain, 
thus forcing the 2()tli Division, the left flank 
of which was now fully ex])used and which luul 
used up all available troops in a seric's of well- 
directed counter-attacks, to retreat <luring tlu^ 
afternoon to the line of the bibermont (^uial. 
The troops on the right of the 20th Division 
had already been pn\ssed back to the' same line. 
Ihd.woen the Somme and tlie Ois(‘, the enemy, 
under cover of a thick fog, had pr<\ssed \ igor- 
ously forward in the t'arly morning. It will 
be remembered that the troo|)s on the rigfit of 
the Kifth Army were a little fartlu'r cast than 
those' in the centre. The left, of tlu' 20th 
Division was south of Morc’iain, the* right ik ar 
Kaucourt, while the* :hit h l)i\ ision was at 
(^igny, the'se twe) eli visions thus holding the* 
line of the* Somme at the e*lbe)w whe'ie* it be'gan 
te) teirn (*astward, be'fore wineling ne)rth-e*ast 
towards St. Qiu'iitin. The* pre'ssure*. of the 
enemy on the right (lank, ce^mbine'el with that eai 
thc'ir le‘ft flank, com])e*ne*el the'se tioops to fall 
back, anei the*y eliel so, (jrst te> \’ille*s(‘lve* anel 
subse'quemtly to ( hiiscard, t he* 20th Divisiem tlms 
beneliiig back te) g(*t tejuch ^^’ith the* re*nueinele*r 
of it-e battalie)ns on the bib('rme)nt Canal 


m 

The retreat was e*e)nehie*te*d unde*r e*iicum- 
stances of givat elilhc-ult y. The* (hrmans 
pres.sed hard on the*ir treie-ks. Among many 
gallant inciele*nts e)t tlie* movi‘me*nt was a 
brilliant charge* e)f a Britisli sepiadron b<‘longing 
te) the* (ith Cavalry Brigade, :hd (Rivalry 
Divisie)n, whie*h burst through the* advancing 
(ierman infantry, sabre*ing a large* numbe*r of 
me*n anel e*apturing ove*r a hmidn‘el prise>iu‘rs. 

rt was inele*e*el a time* at whie‘h well |.*d 
ca\alrv e-enilel de) gi'e'at se*r\'ie*i', anel many units 
e)f both the) 2nel anel :5rel Cavalry l)ivisie,ns 
(the* latte*?* be*ing nnele*r the* ce)inmand e)f iMajoi*- 
Ce*ne‘ral .\. K. \\ . Ihirmeaid, D.S.O.) by time‘ly 
cl?arges givatly re*Iaxe‘e| the* pi.'ssiire* whie h the) 
e*ne‘my was putting e)n onr me*n. Se) e*xe*e*lle'nt 
was the* se*i vice* of tlu* nounte'd me*?? se*en te) ))e) 
that e*ve*n wleile* the* battle* was in pie)gre*ss 
arr*ange*mt*nt s we‘i-e* made* to furnish a l■e*gime*nt, 
e»f Ye'omanry ( avalry, w hie*h liad re*e e*ntly be*e‘n 
e I is? iie HI n1 e‘e I , witli he>rse*s. The* cxpe'riment was 
a. sue*e*e*ssfnl e)ne*, anel (he* me'u on their ne'wly 
pre)viele‘el he)rse*s fought most gallantly, anel it 
may e*e*rtainly he* saiel that the* aetieai of the) 
Jhitish e*a\’alr^’’ on this eie'e'asion ste>ppe‘(i the) 
Ce*rmans from ])e*n(*l rat ing through eiur \\e*akly 
be*lel inlaiitr'v line*, 'riie* e*e>iintry was fa\'e>iii'able) 
fea* the* ae*tie>n e>f small e*a\ahy units, for it was 
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bn)k<;ri and woodrd but with fairly good going, 
ami thiM p<?rinitt(*d th(» rlmniMit of siirprisi* 
W-hicli is of gn'at ad\'aiil in snch ta< tic*al 
aotion. 

On Maroli 2 *bas w i* liav<‘ sooii, ( Iw^ Britislion 
tho right of tlio Fifth Army worn fx ing Imrdly 
<i(^alt witli, bid fortiinatc^ly tin* Froiic-li won* 
now roming up in considrraiilo numb(‘rs, for 
(toni^ral Humbort’s troops, and othors won* 
lu^ginning fo arri\'<*. (;on<*raI llumborl oom- 
mamlod tho Third Krom*h Aiiny wliioli was 
about (.-hamioid w lion tlio atiaolc l)oga.n. ( *h*r- 
mont is about ‘»l) milo^ south of Montdidior. 
Jiut- (^va^nwi(h tlus aooossioii of foroo t lu* unitod 
slnaigtli was in?>ullioiont to withstand tin* 
onsla lights of I In* fai* suporioi* (b'nna.n niimbors, 
a.nd dui’ing Mk* niglit tho tr(»ops at this part 
of t ho liiK> imiiK'diatoly north of tho Oiso wtn* 
w it hdraw’ii t o tho ridgo abox o Orof)ign\ , w home 
t hoy w( 5 n‘ oonn<‘ot<‘d on tla* loft with tho 2 dt h 
Division at (biisoard and on tho Lib<*rmoid 
(>ana.l . 

(haioral llinnbort had ]>oon inforino<l that 
“Supposition ;V ’* wa> to bo laniod out. 'This 
was tho dii’C'ct support of tho light wing of ♦ Ik 
I h’itish. Hut on tho 2 .‘{rd t Ik'io was no st andiuij: 
on tiu* original lino for tho Hrifi'^h riuht liad 


alraa-fly boen forood )>aolv boyond »h(* point 
at wdiicli it was Jiopod tlio united forces 
might liave held, and it had btuai neoossary 
to send in tho Fr(*ncli troops as they 
came up wherever they wer(‘ most required 
to till u]) gaps. The 12r)th Division uiKlor 
(Jenoral Di(*l)old, of the Six.th Army, luwl, as 
\vv liave seen, supporl<‘d dii‘<‘<*tl\' tla* 58tJi 
Division, and Jiad b(‘(*n ('om|.>ollod to fall back 
w ith it . 

On tlie 2.‘lnl tin* lirst of (a-noraf PoIIe’.s 
divisions fiogan to arrivi* in tlu'ir automoliile 
eonvoyanet's.* Tlio tirst to turn up was 
tho lit h ( hiirassiers, aetiiig on foot, and it w^is 
push(‘d into tlu^ fight most opportunely. For 
rusJiing against tiie Clermatis liolding tlio 
wt'storn <*dgo of tlu* Frioios Wood they nauh^ 
tho c‘noni\' hesitate, though t ho\* lost hoa\'il\ 
t lK‘msol\'os. Th(* IH h Fronoh Di\if^ion. undor 
(k'lioral Oam(‘lin, was sent into the tight moi*e 
to tho noith, and joiiKKl on to tlio right of the 
Itritish near ( lolaiieourt , thus t hri'at oning the 
Hank of any (Ic'i inan force mo\ ing against tho 
British right. The lim* this dixision }k‘I<I was 
nearly lt)niil<*s long, ('\t(*nding from Fla\ x do 
Moldoux to Ollo/.w and wa'^. of oour.'.o. too long 

< !« iK*ral I’cllt* coinini Ird I hr I' l riirh ( )i m 1 1 

rh WiO part ot (Srnrial nnih ri‘ aiiio. 
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for siK-li a force, even aided, a'* it was, by some 
British troops. But fortunately the 10th 
Division followed on tlui heels of the 0th, and 
( Joneral Pello, who had come up before this 
portion of tho corps which he (*omniainled, 
ordered it up on left of his tr()oi)s to tin* line 
Fr(*niehes-Betlieneourt. d'his su])port assist t'd 
not only his own 0th Division, but also thos«' 
of the III. Corps falling ba,(*k to tla^ south of 
(Jolaneourt. "Fhese frc'sli troops helped tht‘ir 
British comrades of the 111. Corps to stem 
the Cerman torrent. I’Ik' manner of their 
iiit ro<hietion into the ti^ht had not conduced to 
an <.>rderly lino of battl<*, but the prin<*iple h>l- 
low<‘d had b(‘<‘n tlu* ri^ht oia^ — viz., to tlirust 
thiMU in wh(a‘(n"(‘r re(juired — and liad proved of 
valuable* assistance*. In the? evening, whi*n 
the*re a])pe*ars to ha\e‘ be'cn a little^ 
lull in the* (ij^lit iiij^, (a*ne*ral J*e‘ll«'‘ took ste*p‘. 
to 1 ‘e‘^jjularize the* position of his ihreM* 
dix'isions. 

In ae*e‘ordaneM; with the^ arrant^e‘rne‘nt e*om<‘ 
to U^twe'cn Kie*lel-.Marshal JLaig and (Je‘ne*ral 
lV‘tain, tlie* III. Ann;\' ( 'orps, whiedi had bce-ome* 
(More- oi* le'ss s(‘pa.rat(‘d from tlie* .W'lM. on its 
h ft, as put uneler f lies eamimaiid of ({ene‘ral 
lluiiibe'rl, te) wiiich l\*ll('‘'s e'orps belontre'd. freaii 
mid -e lay e »ii t Jiis elate*. Jt w as dccict'd on .\Iai‘e*h 

that the* French shoulel take* o\ (*r the ^reauiel 
south of l\'‘re»mie‘ hith(*i(e) held by the* b'ifth 
Army as rapielly as t he*ir e()uoe*nt rat ion e)f t re)e)ps 
weaild pe*rmit,thus fe)rniiniJC lo^(*tlie*i‘ a. sti'emn' 
Fl’(‘U<*|j fe)re'e* oii the* soiithe*i'n sale of the* Oise*. 

( Je*ra‘ral 1 1 umbe*i‘t's e'ominaiiel aiH*a tmw exle-neleel 
from Ihirisis to a- line* runuinK frean the* rmrth 
e»f the* (•re)zal (filial tee tile* ne)rl h e*ast , te» the* 
rout h \\ e*st b\' ()lle*z\ -( h)lance)url -Fre*nie*he*s- 
Ax rie euii t anel Be*auvrai^nie*s. 'riie* 12r)lhDivi- 
sie)n (freim the^ t^‘(*n(*h Sixth .\rniy), as \ve*H as 
the* at h Fre*nch (^>rps, Me*re place*d at his 
elisposition, and the*.'-e with the* JOn^hsh troe7p.s 
e>n the* spe>t fe)rni(*d a- r(*spe*ctable’> size*e| fejicf? 
wdiich was constantly be*in^ aueme'nte*el by tlie* 
rapielly comin^J: up Fre*ni'h reinfe)re*e*ments. 
The* 22nel anel (i2nel Fre*nch J^ixasioiis anel 
ihe* 2nel Cavalry Di\'isie>ri hu’rly he*|el the*ir 
ow n. 

It was iuele*e*d full time* for furthe*r i*e*infe)re*e*- 
nu'uts a.nel fe)r ])utting the ce)rps eai the* right 
e)t tlie* Fifth Army uneler the* same* e'einima-nel 
as the Alliens wlio hael ce^nie* to tlie*ir assistance* 
as it was acting in the same ar(*a with a much 
larger French force. It was a foreruiiiwr e»f 
the* big change and improve*ni(*nt which toe)k 
[>lacc a few- days later. It empJiasizexl eaice 


mem* the* ne‘ee‘ssity feir unity eif ee->mnianeh 
Fe>r it must be* adniitte‘el that if tlie* Fifth 
Army hael hael bt'hind it re*infore*e*me'nts re*aely 
at any moment to suppeirt it, instt*ael e)f liax ing 
to wait nearly thre*e* elays, the* battle* on the* 
British right wing might- haxe* boimo a very 



{Olli, iiil '/--'/--/''cr/.'*//. 


MHI D-MAKSHAC SIR DDlKiCAS HAKl 

MHKTS M. CCKMKNCli:AU AT THE 
FKON r IN FRANCE. 

elitfe*re*nt e’eanple'xieai. I re)w e*ve*i’, the** arrange- 
me*nt had iieiw be‘e*u made, and he*ne*e*fe irw a rd 
on our right the*re* feaiglM a mixe el tore*e* e»l I lie* 
Iwei uatienis nriele*!* one* single' anel ablei e*om- 
manele*!'. 

(Je*ne*ral Ilumbe*rt was a man ot the* ph_\sie*al 
class be*st de*scribe‘e I as elappe r, cnde»we*el with 
a gre*at e*ne‘rgy anel ele*e*ision e)t e*ha rae*te‘i . Ih. 
hael S.*e*n a ge.oel e|e*al e )f a. t i \ e se *i \ ie e* in Tonkin, 
Maelagascar anel .Me»roee*o Ce anme*ne*iug the* 
war at the* he*ael of the* Mea*oeean Divisi.ai, he* 
had succe*.ssive*ly passe*d le> tlie* le.aelcrship e>f an 
Army (’e.rps, the n to that ..f the* 'riiirel Fivne-h 
.\rniy. 

The tii.K- n( *1"’ 

of wliiif iiinsi now bo dosorilx-d ns flio Aliglo- 
KroiU'li Cotiiniim-I oii tlii‘ right ol tlu" Kritisli 
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Fiftli Army was indeed a difTiciilt one. The 
XVIII Corps had fallen back somewhat to 
the north t() kee]> in touch with the XIX 
(^;)rps and the VII Corps to its north, and thus 
offered a breach in our line ami a favourable 
opportunity for the Cermans to push in betwf'on 
th<‘ Britisli ri^ht and tlu' Frtaieh left. Vor the 
movement of tlie JIf JJritish Corps l(*ft open 
th(‘ northern si<l(‘ f)f tlie Ois<* to t lu' (h*rmans. 
Xoyon, an important crossing of the Oise, liad 
to be in’oteeted, and tlu^ only troops available 
on tla‘ liUrd were tla^ w'i(l(*ly ext(‘n(l(‘(l Dth aral 



GENHHAL HUMBERT. 

Commanded the French Third Army. 

lOlh French Divisions, wJia h lield the gn.niial 
in front, of the Caumont-Xoyon range of small 
wood(Ml heights, ddu' 125th Division was still 
in front of Tergnier 

But other reinfojcenuaits w'ere coming up, 
th(‘ 2nrl Cavalry Division, uikUt General liobil- 
lot, bi‘ing t h(‘ first. It was sent forward to the 
ground between Guiseard and Xeslt* with tlu‘ 
(»2nd Division, und<*r ( Jeneral Mai’got, aial the 
22nd, under (itaieral Ca})dejJont. On the even- 
ing of March 211 the 22nd had scarcely come u]) 
to Koiglise, on the road from Koye to Xoyon, 
about tw’o miles from the former, wlien it was 
at once sent foiwvard tow’ards Hoinbleux and 
Kouy-le-V('tit, on the west of Ham. The 
(i2nd Di\ ision, after leaving its cars at 
lOrchen, between Koye and Ham, mandied at 
onc(' ti)wards Hoinbleux and Ksmery-Hallon, 
on tlie h'ft of the lOth Division. On the left 
of the ()2nd was the 22nd Division. The 2nd 
Cavalry Corps had, as we know’, been sent on 
t<«)wards the ground between Guiseard and 
Xesle, an<l its coinniander now took command 


of this group of divisions as w’ell as his ow’n. 
The left of his horsemen, with part of tlie 22nd 
Division, w’as feeding for the right of the Fifth* 
Army, so as to keep in contact with it. 

The night of March 24-25 w as one of almost 
continuous fighting, especially about Sapignies 
and Behagnies, at wdiich points the Gormans 
made \'igorous attempts to break through the 
lin(\ This was part of the endeavour to force 
their way on towards Bapaume and beyond 
tow'ards ITebutta’iu^ and Albert. Karly on 
th(» 25th a detennined attack was made on 
our liiu' betweiai Favreuil and Frvillers, but 
here the 42nd Division, under the command of 
Ma jor-Generid A. Solly-Flood, C.M.G., D.S.O., 
<lrove th(‘ (Jormans back out of Sapigiik's, into 
which they had penetiated. To tla* south of 
th(‘ 42nd Division was the 2nd T>i\ ision at 
'fhilloy and Ligny. Attacked with great vigour, 
it still hold its ground and drov(‘ off tlu‘ (Jerman 
assault and, geia'ially, it may be said that the 
liia‘ from h^u reiiil dow’invards was hedd till tlu* 
mifidle of the day, when fi-i'sh attaedvs w’cre 
madt' in grt‘at for(‘e which wore succt'ssful in 
pushing through tla^ right of the* I \" Corps, 
witli whi(di the di\ isions of th(‘ V Corps w’on' 
not in immiMliate touch. Gr6\ illors w as r(‘a<died 
and, to the noidh of it, Bihueourt, thus foiling 
a break in our line at this area, although to 
the noith at Fixillers oui' position was not 
materially injuri'd. Indoc'd, the \ illage itself 
was held all day by th(» I -10th Battalion Man- 
chester Kegiment, belonging to the 42?nl 
Division, which b(*a.t off no less than eight 
d(*termin(*d attatdvs. 

On the noith bank of the Somme, about 
Hem and Id-ones Wood, the repeated attacks 
of the Germans wiae all rejnilsed, and in many 
cases followt'd u]) by counter-at taeks, whiidi 
succeedt'd in taking many piisoners. Th(‘re is 
no doubt that in this ]>ortion of the field the 
enemy sufferi‘d \(ay se\’erely, and although 
thi' left dank of our troops here was quite 
without su])po!-t, still they managed to hold 
tladr own all through the day. 

But the gap between the IV and V Corps was 
destined to beci^mo wider. The troops aliout 
^lontauban and (h'evillers, a distance of some 
six-and-a-half miles, lia<l been unable to gf‘t 
in comjilett' touch with one another in the 
position to which they ha<l retreated on the 
previous day, and the situation was tlu^refore 
a precarious one of a number of units not form- 
ing a continuous line under one united control. 
The lighting was severe all through the morning 
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and aftoriioou of the 25tli, and the (i;3rd Div ision 
(under ^rajor-General V. E. Lavvrics C.H., D.S.O.) 
whicli was particiihirly strongly attacked, 
repulsed all the enemy’s atiein[)ts. Th(' want 
of continuity, howevi‘i\ weakened the British 
resistance, and the divisions coinmcn<*fMl to fall 
hack individually towarils tla' Ancrc, wliich 
added to the gap already exist ing hctwt‘cu the 
IV and V (’orps. In tlie aft(‘j*noon, tht^ 
(ieiinans mad(^ further pi*ogress and <*aptiir<*d 
( 'ourcelet tes, and thtai mov(*d forwaid through 
the gap in tlie direction of Bys and Irles. 

Ties niov’’e!ntMit pra.'*tically turned t he tlank of 
till' IV (’or])s and eomj)ellt'd tiu' 'Third Army 
to draw back its centre to th(“ line of the Aiicre, 
which river had alr(*a ly been crossed by our 
troops lu^ar Beaucourt. E\('ry efidea\om- was 
made to t‘stablish a strong line on the river, 
but ne\(‘i‘t h(.‘l(*ss liostile patrols ]‘eache<l tlu* 
right l.>ank nortli of MirauinonI ami continued 
to push in lH‘tw<‘(‘n th(‘ 1\’ and ( 'orps in th«‘ 
direct ion of Puisieux-au-Mont an<l Serr(‘. 'The 
IV orps th('iefor<* continu(‘d to retire during 
tile night and tlu' (‘ai'ly morning <»f t]i<‘ ^oth 
to the Jim* Biiccpioy- Ablainz('\ ille in touch with 
tin* VI. (.’oi'ps about lk)yelh‘S. 'Tlie divisions of 
the T’iflli Army north of tla* Somme were* on 
this date placed und<*r tJie command of Sir 


Juliati Byng. On tlu* right the remaining 
divisions of the 'Third Ai-my wrvr witluh'awn 
to the line Biay-sur-Somme Albert, wlicnce 
tladr line I'ati back along tlu* right bank of the 
Ancre to thi* iu*ighbourhood of Ih^aumont 
Hamel. 

At this tinu*, although the gap about S<*iie 
was serious, still on the* whole* the* 'I'hirel Amiy 
v\as able to hold off the (h*i’mans. 'J’lu*v' no 
longer e*am<* on with the* same* vigour, and we'ie* 
in all probabilitv' b<*ginning te> f(*el tlu* e*lTe*ets 
of the* (‘ontimu'fl ollensive* which tlu'y hael 
un<le*rt ake*n since the* 21st. More*o\er, the 
light ing was now taking place* on i he* »)ld S< mmo 
bat t l(‘tie*le I, which had b(‘e*n complete*|y luine'd 
by slu‘JI-lire', and afterwarels de*\astat('d w he*n 
1 1 iiule‘nburg be*gan his rl■lrt*a^ in the* e*arlv pait 
of IhlT. Also at this tinu* we* we‘re* ge*tting 
e'onsie lera ble re'infoFccmcnl s, and if s(*e'me‘d 
pre>bal)l»* that the line* of (he* Atie-re* ce)tilel bee 
Ju‘lei aiul the* e‘ne*m\ s Jid\ane*e^ muth e>f (lue 
Se>mine* ste)p])e*<l. ( )n tlu* zenith side* of this 
1 ‘iv’e‘r I he* peesit ie)n wa*^ still ear to e aiise* an\ie*ly. 
Ve* hael l)e‘('n feiree'd hae'k a e’onside i ahle* elis- 
tauie-e*. juul edl hongh the* T''re*neh \\e*re* ceaining 
up aiul tlu ir nmnhe is ine r<*jisiMg si< adily, (he* 
iss’Jie Wiis by lU) nu'iins e'le‘ar, e*sj) *e ially as the.) 
aelvjinee* ejf the* e*m‘mv oil the- lioit ll siele* ot I iu) 



[I- t an h ofjicial photograph. 


FRENCH ARTILLEKV PASSING THROUGH NOYON. 



THE TIMES lUSTOEY OE THE \VAh\ 


S8 


SoiniiH* tilt' left flank ot all tin* 

trnops snuth of it. Wo had no further Hriti'^h 
t i-oops availtihlt* tt> support this ptjition of tin* 
lino, and it ft>llo\vod that tlu^ Krt'uoh must n«>\v 
Ik; lof)k(‘d to to maintain t ht; lino of battk^ mi 
Iht; Jhitish ri^ht flank. As this made IV'tain's 
troo]>s the main fortt* in this part ol the fi(‘M, 
it was plainly i(*asonal)lt to put the o;>in- 
para-ti\'(*ly small numhor of our troo[)s untlta* 
l*^rcn<*h oommaml. 

On this dat(‘, t htat^fmt. tht‘ Krtaich took 
.»\(‘r the diicotion of tin' battle to tht* soutli of 


oapturo of (liiistard, rtaitloroil the situation of 
tlu* Allied troops at thi^ part of the fioM a very 
dangt'i'ous one, and the position of the Krencdi 
and British artillery north of the Oise Canal 
\Nas daiiEjin’ously thr(*atonojL It. was therefore* 
d(*(*ined exp(*dit‘nt to withilraw both the 
Kr(*n(*h and British battc'ries to tlu* south of 
the (3ise, and tlu‘y were takeai aeross at tlu* 
briel^i* of Appily, eovered by French troop- 
aided by tlu^ dismounted men of the Couiadian 
( ^lA'ah'y Ih ipule. Kurtlu*r fi^htin^ e*nsued, but 
the enemy was for a tinu* (*lu*eked, largely b\' 



THE PLAGE I)E L HOTEL-DE-VILLE, NOYON. 

The photograph was taken on the occasion of the decoration of Commandant Fcquani, Commander of 
French Aviation Squadrons, with the Gross of the I.egion of Honour by M. Poincare. 


the Somme and the geneial din'etion of t ht> 
British forces (‘inployi^d there was given to tlu* 
Fr<‘neh Comnuuulei*. Tt \^ as hopcul t hat within 
a short tinu* tlu^ latt<*r would re(‘(‘ivi‘ such 
n infnreenu'uts as would enable him to sto]> any 
l^irllu*!- (h*rman adxanei*. 

I )uring the prexious night the eiUMiiy had 
c*aptur<id tJui'^eard and de\'<*lopr*d attacks in 
great str(‘ngth on the position held by the 
French and British on the (^lumont-Noyon 
Uidge. 'The adx’anee <>f the eiu’iny along the 
nortlu'rn side, ot tlu* Oist*, combine 1 with the 


tlu* act ion of tlu* Fnneb armoured ears, wla'eh 
wrought- gn'at liaxoe on the ( J<*rman infantr\', 
and. Iat<; in the afternoon. troo[>s of tlu* British 
ISth Division re took tlu* villagi* of J^aluriif 
in a biilliant eliarge and captured 1 oO jnisoners. 
But the rSermans still eontinuod to progri;ss 
soutli ami west of (hiiseard, and liy night 
eaptuied Noyon. This eompromise<| the 
position of luitli the bj*(*neh and Bi*itisli troops 
to (he east of this town, and they f(*ll back to 
the south bank of tlu* Oise* duiing the night. 
This nioveiiU'iit was sueeesstully aecoini>lished. 
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As tlu» Kronrh wt'ro now romiinr up in ^ri*at<‘r 
numbers, tJie troops of the Ihitisli TIE Corps 
were giiuhially withdiawn in tlu^ followiiij^ 
(lays anti s(*nl. noi-tli to l■ejoill tlu^ Fifth Army* 
]\h‘anwhile on tlie north(‘rly j)oiTion of the 
Fifth Army hard li^litin^ had Ixmmi ^oing on 
frcan an early hour. The advance at Licourt. 
and to tln*^ sjjutli of it widened tla* ^aps w liich 
alieady existefi hetwtH^n the X \’ I I I and XIX 
(\ups. The en(*my also captured N^(‘sl(\ and 



[i'.Uiott . • Fry, 
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both Fi-ench ami Ihitish ti’oops wen* eom- 
pell(‘d to r('tT(‘at to th<‘ hi^j:h jj:round about IhaTi 
to tlie s(Mitli «>t the In^on river. More* to the 
noith the XIX ( \u ps was ])ushed back in the 
ilireetion of Chaidnes. To the south of XesN* 
the (Jermans crossed the .LilxMinont ('anal 
and Mareludepot was m‘1 oti lire. Our troops. 
ho\>'e\'er, still lu'ld the line (d‘ the canal I'ast 
of \'ill(‘rs-t 'arboiiiiel and Harleux, but lh<‘ 
t lir(‘ateninj.^ ad\am‘(* of the (hafnans from the 
direction of Feronm' alon^ th«' ri^^ht- bank of 
the Somme I’cndered this position nntcaiabh* 
To liav»^ r(‘maim‘d in it woiikl ha\(' beeji to 
lia\e risked a s(‘ver<* deteal. 'The Ih’itish line 
was therefore witlidrawn during the exeniii^ to 
a lu'w position, 1 lat ((‘iieouit - histiees- l*^iis«*, the 
inox ement in t h(‘ ueitThboiirhood of lhaehes 
l)ein^ <*ivv(a-ed by a eountei-at t ack deli\ei'ed 
by tln‘ 31)1 h DivisioTi. 

In tlie ^ap betwcMMi th<‘ XN'III ajid XIX 
Corps w«'st of X('sl(' the (aM’mans had been 
advancing and had rea<-he«l laaiicourl W'txxl 
when tin* l>lst Rri^arle of the 2(Mh l)i\'i 
sion, which had be(*n in eonriexion with the 
3bth iJivision more to the south, fortunately 
arrivi*d iti '})u--(‘s. Although reduced to only 


4a0 ride's in the' s«‘ven* lighting wliieh it had 
just come through, it put ii stop to furthe'r 
(Jerman ])roj/r<‘ss and made' it possible' for the 
remainde'r of the* l^ttth Dixision to withdraw 
without Iiindrane'e through Jtoye on the^ 
morning e)f the' next ela\ \ 

We' hsivei seon the* aiel that, la\e| ))e'e'n r('nele're*.el 
i>y the* arrixal ed' the* I L’at h l)ivisie)n eif t he> 
Trench Sixth .\rmy anel iN'lle's l)i\isie>ns 
(l)th aiiel Ihth) xxith the* 1st ('axah’v ('ea'ps, tlie^ 
hiNt lunueel etn Mai eh 22 . the* e»the*rs on the 
lolloxxing ela\. On tlie* :21th furlhe*r Kre*ne'h 
re'infeirce'me'uts came* up. The* liist. eif the'se* xvas 
1 he* 1 1 1 )ix 4*^1011. 

( k'lie'rid Huinbe*rt i^sue'e! 1 lie* feillowing e>reli'rs. 
<k‘ne*ral IV'lle* xxith t-he* .‘ith Dix isiein was tei slop 
the* (e rman aelxane'e* no malle'i* xxhat might he* 
the* conelilieai e>f his l|•e)e>ps (the* 101, h aiiel 0< h 
Dixisions). ( )n llie ii- le ft the* 1st Caxalry 
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Dixi.'^iem was (e» ke'ep the* road frejin llani te» 
Neiyeui at all e*osls. hftldiug the* sleipe-: of t he^ 
('auineint Noye)n hills from ( 'l ise )Ile*s 1«> thi^ 
Deeis de la ('axe*. ’The 3r»l h l)ixisi»m. x\ hie*h ha.el 
just e-ome* up, x\ a ' te» take* up a line* fre)m Ahbe*- 
ceairl eai the* ()isf* to ( a illeeiM*!. If xvas heipe'el 
that the*s»* two hodir-, with the* !tf h anel 1 Of h 
I )ix isioMs IN he*l we e-n t he *m i , W e »u le I se*rxa* te) ste'in 
t he* tiile* e)f 1 he* ( a-rmau aelvam’e*. I hit imfeirt ii- 
nate*l\' the* e*ne*MiX’ liael be*e*n a))le* le> pe*ne*trate! 
l>e*lx\e*e*n tin* Of h anel I^^l (’axaliy Dixisions ami 
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had won a footing in the Bois do la Cave. The 
9th Division lost Qu(?siny and was obliged to 
retreat to its left towanl Noyon, while the latter 
was thrust baek to th(^ Hill of (Jlrand liu. The 
10th Division liad b(»en on the left of the 9th 
at the Bois do I’llopital (a littltJ to the east of 
1 JbiM’inoiit). HtMo it was attacked by a large 
foiee of tliecMiemy and obliged toretr(*at to the 
line Ki etoy-Cdin})ei(‘ourtontlH‘Hain*Noyourojid 
where it met the reinna»ds of tla^ 9tli Division, 
whieli liad been c*\(*n more si'v'Mely haiidicMt. 

l<"iM'll;er troops W(‘re mgejitly uet'dc'd and 
foitmiatt^l y at hand, foi* the 1st Division 

under ( kaieral ( Iregoiii*, ai i ix ed. 'Fhe Jalt«‘r 
unit(‘d uith Ins nu n what was )(‘ft of th(‘ 
British ISfli Division, wliieli, it will be nanem- 
bered, formed pari of the Biitish 111 Corps and 
had r(‘tr«*ate(l down the riglit bank of tlie Oist" 
w lu ll foreed baek from the ('ro/at Canal, ami 
look up a [lositiojL on the Beluhieourt spur to 
stop the (Mu'iny movfnumt on Xoyon fiom the 
ilirc'etion of Channy. On the noitluan Hank of 
this fore(' tlu* ItMh and 9th Divisions w(‘r(‘ able 
to show a good eount<*nane(' to tlu’ (‘lunny on 
the west of ( ’i‘isoll('s, and, in the eent re, tiu' 
1st Cavalry Division clung obstinately to the 
iii'ek of (1 ram I it n. 

On th(’ 'iLdit front of llriM'ard was the 12.‘)th 


Division, which had been fighting since the 
22nd, and with it wa^tho Soth Division. 
Heavily attacked, these yielded ground and, 
to ensure their retreat, coinmencod to pass to 
the south bank of the Oise at Appily, carrying 
with them the 0th Cuirassiers from Babmuf, 
which w^as (lie right flank I’egiment of the 
1st Cavalry Division. This formed another gap 
in tlu' Allied lino but, fortunately, it was soon 
closed by a counter-attack of the British which 
retook this important point, as already 
dcscribcul. 

But on the left tlu' battle did mjt go so well* 
The 10th Division was obligi'd to fall back en 
Bnssy and Campagm> (on the Dibermont 
Canal north of Noyon) and thus lost eoii- 
tael with tlu‘ <)2nd Division, which formed 
thi‘ right of (lemnal llobillot’s detachment, tlu» 
1st Cavalry .Division, the 22nd and 02nd 
Infantry Divisions. The (.kainans, pushing 
through thi‘ ga|) thus made, took Beamains, 
Sermaiz(‘ ami (Vitigny, all on the \v(*stern sidt‘ 
of the canal. From this position they could act 
against the western sidi' of Noyon and, seizing 
tiu* passages then*, W’ould cut off the Allied 
troops about Behei*ii*our( . But succour was at 
hand, for the ‘loth Division was arriving, and 
tlu‘ 144th, which was tlu' l(‘ading r(‘giment. 
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A 1510 (JUN IN 

its tiiroo battalions ap\inst the tlinn* lost 
\ illag('s and, aftia* sonu‘ sovta'c fighting, l•(‘took 
tlioin. ddiori' was, Ians still a ^a|) l)(‘lw(‘(‘n 
lloanrains and ( liaivry wliicli diiM'ct a(*coss 

to tlio rrai' sid(* of Noyon, and thr^ai^li it cainr 
a powt'flul force of tlio (*n(‘iuy wlucli carried the 
little toNMl. 

This r<'ndercd it useless tooonliniit^ the st ru^gle 
to the ('ast of the town. (Jeneral l*elle th(‘r<‘f<ai\ 
while oi-dei-ing t lie resist aiiet Mil front of Xoyon 
innl by Hehei’ieoiirt to lie continiUMl for a 
tini(% ordered the troops axailabh' to take up a 
line, from Mont- Renaud over Mont Por((uerieourt. 
and a little farther lieyoud. Xoyon itsi'If was 
evaenatiMl and the whole of the troojis, eexered 
by rearguards, took U]) tluar new position 
barring the road toMontdidior. The!)thJ)ivision, 
which had been thrust back from (^ui'suiy, fell 
back under the protection of the oTth Infantry, 
which took ])ost at Vorquericomt, and, when 
the rest of the division had crossed tlu' ()is(% 
gradually retired, fighting a strenuous icarguard 
action in the northern outskirts of Xoyon. In 
the meantime den ora I Rr6car(rs — the 1st Cavalry 
— Division, greatly reduced in numbers, and 
with the 18th Britisli Division in a similar 
condition, crossed the Oise at Varesnes, the 
1st Regiment of Cavalry acting as a rearguard. 
'The river passed, the bridge was blow n up. 


\uiii:iu, rAioiogtat'lE 

DU KICIUTIHS. 

'Phe t'rcmdi V Corps was now in ]>«»silion from 
S(‘inpiguy. on th(' south, throiich Mont Ih'iiand 
and I lie Mont dr l’or(|ueric*oiirt , 1 1ms I hri'ol 5‘ning 
t h(* <lchonchrs from Xoyon and harring t la* I'oad 
to I’aris an<l, s«» far as its right was conciancd, 
wa.s solidly ])laccd. 

Rut 1h<’ left j)f ( Jrnrial llinnhcrrs Army was 
in a vi'ry dilTrrtnt position. Marly in the day 
it had bet'll in )iositiou from lloyi^ to diiiscard. 
As we know, th(' Rrifish Army had hern coin- 
])ellcd to fall hack, and all hough I lu' 'Third Aiiny 
liad fairly held its own, tlir Miftij had hern 
uiiahlc to do so. 'The movi'incnls of I lie Mrcncli 
laid hccii originally designed Id '-.iipp5)ii the 
British ; tli(\v had now to icplacc them ('iilirely 
south of the Somme. Moreover, as tlie Mreiieh 
reiuforec'iueuts arrived it was found more ainl 
iiion^ rieees.sarv to d(‘j>Io\ iIk'tu on a position 
farther back than had originally hern intrndrd. 

All this had ronsidrrahly alf< «-tr<l 1 hr position 
on the right wing, wln*rr tlie (Jennans laid 
sueccM'dcd in passing tla* S<»nmir at se\'cral 
points. Ihnnliert determined to nsc (Jeneral 
Kobillot, with liis eavaliy division and the 
22nd and fi2nd Infantry Di\ isions, to stop tho 
German progress by taking the jilace of the 
British between the Rrcniehes-Ksmery-llalloii 
road and the line ^^()yeneourt-Buv('rchy. Tla^ 
German advance from Betheneourt laid made 
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a gap in the British line between Potte And 
M^?snil-St. Nicasse to the north of Noslo. The 
22nd Regiment wOvS sent forward towards Nesle, 
while the 2nd Cuirassiers, from the cavalry 
division, went forward at a smart pace to the 
east of (yhnulnes to fill in some measure tht^ 
vacant space between the 18th and 19th 
British Divisions. The fresh troops coming into 
th(^ combat brought the German movement to 
a standstill for a time. 

Imjjortant help now came up to aid thi? 
Krcaich infantry. General Petain had af)pn‘- 


soiith of the Somme and the continual accession 
of the French numboi5||. facilitated a change in 
the arrangements of the fighting front already 
arranged between the allied leaders. The 
French on the 25th definitely took, as has been 
seen, over the defence south of the Somme, while 
the British III (IJorps, as it was replaced by 
French units, was gradually withdrawn and 
brought UJ3 north to rejoin the Fifth Ai*my. 
Henceforf h the operations may be divided into 
two parts, th«>sc conducted by the British, 
and tho-je conducted by th * Ficnch. The 



A TRENCH HELD JOINTLY BY FRENCH AND BRITISH TROOPS. 


ciated the urgency of the sit luit ion and, acc*c>rd- 
ingly, ho sent u]) every iU'roplano availabli* 
to attack the advancing Germans. The numbt'r, 
the dash and skill of tlie aviators, were fully 
(Hfual to the occasion. Flying low, a rain of 
machine bullets, a hurricane of bombs, was 
showered on the foe with great effect. On the 
fighting line, on the columns coming up behind 
it, the destruction h^ll, paralysing the movennent 
an<l preventing further prt)gress. 

Fighting went on through the niglit of the 
24111-2.^11, through the fog which again 
covered the earth, the Germans trying to 
press their advantage, the French and British 
to stop them The retiremc'iit of the latter 


neecssify for the change becomes evident 
from what now follows in this description. 

♦South of the Somme on the 25f h the position 
was a dangerous one. '^Fhe British troops there 
were worn out with their c*ontiniious fighting 
since ^larch 21. Behind thcMii were no reserves, 
while* the French had not yet had their full 
strength available to support them. A con- 
ference with various Commanding Officers was 
held at the Headquarters of the Fifth Army, 
ami it was determined to sweep together every 
available man from every available source to 
make a force capable of affording some support 
to the front line. General Grant, the Chief 
Fngineer of the Fifth Army, got together a 



misccllo neons force, including slrn^glcrs, .small 
details, the Staff of Schools, Army Troops 
Companies, Tunnelling Companies, Field Survey 
(\)mpanies, Canadian and Am(‘ri<;aii Engineers, 
and ih<*se weri^ placed on tlu? lines of the ohi 
Ami(‘ns dof<»nces between 1 lamel-Marcelcavi'- 
Mczieros. Then, as Cleneral (Jraiit was sup])osed 
to b<» clifTicudt to spare from his work as Chief 
lOngineer, the command was taken from him 
and given to (General (^arey. 

The position then on the northei n part of the 
Fifth Army, with its thin line anti poor sup[)orls, 
was such that Sir Hubert Cough did not think 
it wise to attempt to hold tlu? liattencourt- 
Frise position, on which it had originally bt^en 
intended to make a stand, but ortkuetl tbt^ 
divisions if they continued to bt^ attacked in 
strc'iigth to fall back, offering all th<^ rcsistanct; 
they c.ould, to a line l.t' Quesnoy-Hosiert^s- 
Proyart. Here the k^ft woultl be in toiieli with 
the riglit of th<? Third Army at JBrayo. 

As was to be expected, on March 20 tlw? taictiiy 
again attacked in great strength from Xeslc in 
a westerly and sonth- westerly direction. His 
object was plainly first of all to capture Mont- 
didior. He w^as perfectly well aware that tla* 
French troops were being brought u]) troin th(' 
south, and Moiitdidier was an important 
station where these troops could deti'ain. He 
also wished to keep ui) tluj ])i*essur’e tc) split 
apart the British and French Annies. \\ ith a 
view to pres.smg westward, attacks wer<^ also 
made about Hattencourt in the neighboiirhoo<l 
of St. Quentin- Amiens road and at Hcibe- 


court. 'These* attacks compelled oiii* divisions 
to fa.ll back before them to the liiu^ above'* 
inentionc'd, vi/., L(^ (h>cstH)y-Jb)sieres-Proyart. 

'The j'(‘treat was earri(‘d o\it slowly. 'The line 
was reache<l atid held, and during th(' afternoon 
an<l eviaiing mnnerous count ei’-attncks were 



BRIGADIER-tiENHUAI. C. G. SANDHMAN 
CAREY, G.B. 

Commanded the miscellaneous force collected by 
CJeneral Grant to defend the Amiens lines. 
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[Official phntoff- aplu 

AN ADVANCED DRESSING STATION UNDER SHELL-FIRE. 


ina<lt‘ tlu* advaiiciiijj; (^‘rmarw, which 

<lr()\’i* thoiii ha(*k. As w(' have alffMidy s<'eii, 
Hie 1 Fic'iicli troops to the south-W(\st of the 
lOiiglisli wort' foi'C('(i ])a(*lv l)(‘von(l Itoyt^ towards 
till' so\Uh-w('sl, tiuis h'avin^ a ^ap l)etwc<ai tho 
'Third Army and oiir Ally's hacc's. Tlio (Jermans 
at oMC(‘ puslu'd forwai’d to ])cri(‘trat<' through 
tho opoiiiiifj: tlms mado. Tla* ordy troo|)s 
a\'ailaV)lo to stoj) it w(*r{» tho :hith and ‘iOt h 
l)i\ isions or., part of tho Fifth Aroiy, wliioh 
had l) 0 (Mi withdrawn from tho lino 4)f hattlo on 
tlu' pro\ions day to tak(‘ a woll-oarnod rost. 
'Tho I !('(*( I wiis so ^roat that thoy w('i*o at ono<* 
broii^ljt ))aok to tin* ti^'htin^ front and on^agod 
in vory lioavy tiji:htiniT ahont Andoohy ami to 
tlio nortli of that plaoo. 'Tho oiuaiiy manaj^od to 
ponotratn l>llnnd tlu' position of th(' 3T>th 
□ 'vision at t lio first-nariKMl plaoo, which iiuiig on 
with tho groat ost gallantry until the afternoon 
of March 27, and those two divisions were 
largely instrumental in preventing the ( Jernmns 
breaking oomphdely through between tho 
Brit ish and Froiieh Armies. 

At Qu(*snoy some 100 men, ufider the 
command of the Brigade -Major of this Brigade, 
Captain B. B. Combe, M.C., of the 61st Brigade, 
20th Division, which had been told off to cover 
the withdrawal of the latter, kept off tho 
pursuing enemy from early morning till night- 


fall, when the few survivcTs (II in nmnb('r) 
managed to withdraw to th<‘ British lino. 

On tho >\ hole, tho position to th(' right of our 
lino was not so \’('ry bad. South of the Somme* 
the British and Fronoh foi(‘es were in contact 
and tlio general line (hierbigny-Bouvroy-en- 
Saiiterr(^-Brt)yart was tieoupit'd. North of the 
Somme our ti'oops eontinuod to take up tho 
Anero lino with voiy little hindrance from the 
( lermans. But botwo(*n Hamel and Puisieux 
thoiH' was still a gap bet-wotai tho V and 1\^ 
(V)rps through which the (lermans sent forward 
a eonsidorablo body of infantry, which suc- 
ceeded in occupying t'olincainps witli thoii* 
inachino-guns. But this inovenumt was cpiickly 
brought to naught : first of all, two guns of 
the artillery of the 2nd Division gallantly 
gallo]>ed into the front and came into action 
against them in tho open. The range w'as 
short, tho shooting ('Hicient ami tho machine 
guns were quickly silenced. 

A little later troops, of the New Zealand 
Division, wdiich was commanded by Major- 
General Sir A. H. Russell, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., 
retook tho village. At the same time a brigade 
of the 4th Australian Division, wdiich latter was 
commanded by Major-General E. Sinclair- 
Maelagan, C.B., D.S.O., filled up the gap 
betw^een Hebuterne-Biicquoy. 
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It WR8 at this part of oiir lino that the light 
tanks (known as whippets) were used for tho 
first time, and they rendered valuable serviee. 

The “ Whippet,” officially known as tho 
‘‘Medium” lank, to distinguish it from tho 
heavy tank which had been used in our service 
for over two years, was a far more mobile and 
lighter machine than its pjodecessor. It was 
armed only with four machino-guns, and was 
especially intended to act as an auxiliary to tho 
infantry. Its armour permitt(‘d Hie machine 
guns in it to be brought U]) sah^ly to fjuite 
close ranges, and so allow a |)ow(‘iful fire to be 


yr> 

brought to bear on its target. For it, affonh'd 
complete protection against shrapnel Jmllets 
ami rifle fire and from sladl splinters, tliough,. 
of course, a direct hit from a field gun high- 
explosive shell would ]mt it out of action. It 
would also be i)enetrated ])y tlu* large-bore 
anti-tank lifle emiiloyed by the Germans. 
Hut these were so i,i munber that tht^y 
could be neglectiMl. 'Phe Whippet was far 
more speedy than the ordinary tank, so much 
so that many stories are told of it chasing 
individuals, and generally bchax ing like a 
whippet (log aft(‘r a rabbit. 



[Ofjicial phoiogyaph. 

BRITISH AND GERMAN WOUNDED WAITING TO BE EVACUATED. 
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Tile ordinary tank, known oHicially as tlie 
“Heavy,” consisted of two classes — “male” 
and “ foinalo,” differing only in their armament. 
Tlie “ male ” tank w as ariiKHt wdth t wo G-pouuder 
ilotehkiss guns and four machine-gmis. 

“ temaJe ” had maehiia^-guns only, six in 
unmher.* 

d'li(‘ arrival of the fresli troops, above 
enumerated, steadied this ])oi’t.ion of tin^ 
line* and all furtlica* attemi>ts of tlie enemy 
to piMietrate about Huefjuoy and to tin* 
noi-th w'ere defeated, l^'aither south at Braye- 



“MALE” TANK. 

'^ur Somnie an unfortimato ineidiail occurred. 
'Tin? liia* from that place to Allx'it had beiai 
su<‘<r(‘.ssfully taken on the night of March 
During tlio inor*nin.g of t hi* lMH h at Aleaulte, 
wh<‘re thi‘ hth l)i\'isiou was, t!i(‘ ( Jci-mans wen* 
beaten bai'k, but on the light (»f this line at 
I »ra\'c-sui'-Sonime tin* local comuiandi'r rcgardisl 
1 lu‘ line then la ‘Id as being me indy a stage on t la' 
line of I’etreat- to the Anerc. and thus it was 
that on the afternoon of 1 la* 2t)t h tia* i-earwanl 
Mioxcinejit was continueil, aral was followt'il up 
b\ the enemy, dda' line of retri'at la\' over the 
high gionnd ])ast Ahalainconrt towards l>onna\. 
.\s soon as tla* higla'r ejunmand knew' what 
liad oeenrri^d, orders weie issni’d to slop an\' 
further retreat, but it was impossible to eonnt(‘r- 
attaek to ri'cm (M* the old position. l loweM-r. 
the n'ti'ogrado movement- was bro.iglit to an 
oral andMlic^ right of the Third Army then 
ri'sted on tlit‘. Somna' about Sailly-le-See, in the 
Va*nd bcdAVC'en the Ancre and the Somme. But 
tins nnhii}>py movtanent c-oiisidt'rably alTe</ted 
tlie position of the Kifth Army south of the 
Somme about Proyart, where tla* left stood. 
It w'as now’^ (‘oinplutidy imcova'rtMl, for the 
rivcM' and canal were no groat obstacles owing 
to tla‘ ilryness of tla* season, and the cross- 

♦ In the Lonl IVtayor*'^ I’l’ocos^ion of Novomhor 0, 
11U8, lliieo t«nk'^, (Uio of or.rh kind. t<K'k nait. 


ings w'ei*(' only held by an improvised force 
of 350 men with Lewis guns aial armoured 
cars. 

March 2C3 saw the inauguration of a great 
change and a gri^at improvement. General 
Foeh was placed in supreme control of the 
operations of the 13elgian, British and French 
forces. Experience had clearly shown the 



“FEMALE” TANK. 

ut‘(*essity for the step, and most- emphatiealix 
the course of (jvi‘nts at tla* o])(*ning of the 
Gei'uiau oltensivc* was a vejy great argnua'nt 
in its fa VO III-. 

During the night of ^Mareh 20 27, the (.ier- 
mans captured Albei t and also won ground in 
Awlny Woofl. On the next morning, atti'mpt - 
iiig a fui't-lier ad \ a nee from .\lbert , the ( h‘rmans 



“WHIPPET” TANK. 

were* driven back witli heavy loss. About 
noon many attacks wen* deli\<*nHl against our 
line from Bnccpio> to I lana*]incourb and tho 
\ illagcs of Ablain/.(*\ ille and Ayette W'cre 
captnr(*d. With th(‘se i*xceptions tho t‘nt*my 
made no ]>rogr(*ss, tla* troops of tla* 02nd, 
42ud and CJ nards 1 )i\ isions rept'lling all assaults. 
Xorth of the* Somme, then^fon*, there w^as no 
material change in the liia* we hi*ld. Here Cxiid 
there small succc*sses were gained by the 
enemy. In otliei* iilaees la* was ilri\f‘n back. 
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the net result of the lighting being thnt we 
lu'Id our own an<i took some prisoiu i^ ami 
machine-guns. 

Kar difTerent was the situation to the >M)Utli 
of the Somna*. I'liere is a limit to tlie endu- 
rance of all troops, and tlie right wing t»f the 
t'iftli Army had suffered stwerely ; fightine 
with tlie gri^atest gallantry, it had been tx- 
pos<‘d day and night to rt^jieatt'd and desperate- 
attacks })y far su])erior numbers. Tin- unit-, 
wi'ie^ severely dc‘plctial, the men worn out 
with the strain of battle during a woek of 
alnaist uninterrupted combats. 'riu-\ we-ie 
lUadiially being replaced by the- b'li-ncli, but 
(he latte'r had not yet eona* uj) in .^utheit-nt 
numlHMs to take* o\e‘r the* v\hol«- of tin- fiont 
eolith of the Somna- and hohl off tin' jxci- 
ad\ aia-ing ( a-rmans. 'Tla- Ihilish St h 1 )i\ i-.ion. 
wliii h was at Kosiere s, r<‘puJst*d* a In-av \ 
:\ltat‘k, but to tia* laath of this point t la- 
abaralonna-nl of Ihayi- had ]iroduc<-d a ver\ 
unhat unatc- situatieai. ( )ur t roops w e-ie- cliiijj 
iriL! eai to l*royart, but na-anw hile- the ( le-rman-' 
ha<l lM‘e*n able to eros-> th<- Somme at ( 'eri>\ , 
which e-ornpletely luria-d the left (lank of eair 
forces. 

It will be obseiwcd that when Hrayo was lost 
it tra\'e tla* ({erman- aee(‘ss to the wln»|e liri • 


of tla* Somna* np to Sailly. Ida* Ihilish 

tr(a»[>s wt*ro not a\ailahle in snlVieient mimhei-s 
to hold all tla* erossings, and et>nld n<»t prevent 
the enemy passing ovn- to tla* south hank. Tl 
W 41 S impossible to maintain <air troops in 

so advaia-(*d a [)osit ion jis Proyart, for 
the (h*rmans were aero>.s tla* ri\ ei- at 

( <'i is\ and Aloreourt', aial tair nren were in 
danger of Ix-ing cut olf. Thry wen- with- 
d I a w n . I I a * ( a *rma ns a little la t cr or i c-a pt 1 1 r(*(l 
f’rana-rx'ille. 

It will tJins he set'll (liU had wc adhered 
to the line wc nad la‘l<l on tin* pre\it)us day, 
oiir troops n<‘\( to I lie Somna* would ha,\ e 

he<‘n <‘nt oft. Nfo i‘es(‘i‘\'es were aA'ailahle 
t'veept the* small foree now' midi'r (leraial 
C .arex , aia I it w'as <|intu iinpossihk* t() <‘(>ntimi(> 
tla* light. A part of tlun British Isl (^rxalry 
l)i\ ir-ion we're hurried aeios>. the* rixt'i* anil 
oecni)it*el I iou'/enceun t , not far- frenn Saill>'. 
l*A’e‘n with t la^ smaJI nnmhe'i-s wha*li wt'i-e* 
availalile- a gallant effort was made to sle-in 
tla* gi'eatly superierr uumhe'is. ddie' Stli Divi- 
sion was liuhl ing at Ibesiei-es, wher*- it main- 
taiia'd its gi'omal all elav', inlli(*.l iiig la'av y 
leesse's on the* assailants. d\\e» hattalieins fi-om 
lhi> divisiein made a sneet'ssful e*e»nn(e-i--at lae-k, 
whie'li was e-xeerite'el with gie'af dash. d’he'.'^tj 



tcil plifAui’A ufHi. 


OBKMAN I'KISONERS WAITING TO HH OUESTIONEU. 
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were tho 2nd Battalion Devon Rogiinent and 
the 22nd Battalion Durham Light Infantry. 
They were sui^ported at tliat time by the 
r)Oth Division, then aonnnandod by ^lajor- 
General H. C. Jackson, D.8.O., and the com- 
bined action of these troops lield the enemy a 
little to the south-west of Broyart. Tlio GOtti 
I) vision at Kramerville r(\stored the fight, 
but the general line of our main front had been 
forced back, so that at nightfall it ran from the 
north and east of llarbonnien's back to 
Bou/cneoiirt. South of Hosiere's as far as 
Arv’illcas, the 24th, JOth and 2t)th Divisions 
lield their own throughout thf» day. Farther 
to th<^ south, howevc'r, the enemy gained 
l)av'(‘nscourt and captunul iNfontdidier. It 
will thus ])(^ seen that our position at- this 
])art of tlui line was a very dangerous on(\ It 
formed a sailient which fell shar])ly back from 
Harbo!mier(‘s to ]iou'/('ncourt, while farth(M* 
south of Arvillers the Germans had also out- 
fiank(Ml it. 

Jn the courses of the niglit, iMareh 27-28, 
th(^ (Mieiny made fresh ])rogress southward 
from the vSonune line betw(‘en (Vrisy and 
Moreourt, capturing \\’arfuse(‘-Abancou?t on 
till*- main j*oad to Amiens, and Bayonvillers, 
just south of it. Cm* troops wine ther(‘foro 
ord(*red to fall back to the line \"rely-iMarceleave, 
tla^ line from the last places to the Soinmi* being 
held by Garey's force and the British 1st Gav alry 
])ivision. These ])ositions were taken uj) 
early in the morning of March 28. The (Jer- 
inans hero do not apjanir to hav’o followed up 
with the same rapidity which had characterized 
the early <lays of the offi’iisive ; doubtli’.ss they, 
like our men, were worn out with th<' st renuous 
exertions they had undergone. Their infantry 
do(‘S not appear to have made any (effort 
against our line, but their artillery fire com- 
])elled our troo])S during the course of the 
(‘veriing to abandon Marcelcave and taki* up a. 
])osition to the west of the village. J3ut from 
( Juillaucourt, the enemy was coming forwani, 
and, farthei’ south, had entered Gontoire, forcing 
back tho Fri'iicli troops at Hangest-on-8anterre. 

It was quite impossible to keep our troops 
in the very jironounci'd salient which was lieing 
attacked on all sidi's. The tilst Division made 
a counter-attack towards VN'arfusce-Abaneourt, 
thus threatening tla* German advance from 
the river, but they were imable to jjush it to 
any extent, and tlie troops fell back through 
the 20tli Division, which was deployed on thi* 

1 i no ezie res - Demu i n. 


When night came the position held wa» 
approximately the line of the Amiens advance 
from Mezieres to Ignaucourt and Harnel. 

A change was now made in the constitution 
of the forces. General Gough coming from tho 
Fifth Army on March 28, was charged with tho 
organization of the defence lines in tho front 
of Amiens, it being necessary, in Sir Douglas 
Haig’s own words, to have “ An able and ex- 
ix^rienced commander and staff to direct this 
work and (‘x temporize garrisons for their 
defence.” He was replaced by General Sir 
H. S. Rawlinson, Bart., G.C.V.O., K.C.B., 
K.C^M.G., who had beini the British represen- 
tative on the Joint (kinncil at Versailles, and 
he, assuming coniinand of the Fourth Arriiy^ 
which he had so long and honourably com- 
manded, was giv^en the conunand of what 
English fowes still remained, independent of 
the French, to the south of the Somme. Sir 
Douglas Haig does not sp(‘cify what these 
wiTe. It is somi‘what conflicting with the 
statement that on the 25111 Our Allies as- 
sumed responsibility for the battle front south 
of the 8omme, with geni'ral control of tho 
British troof)s operating in that sector.” But 
as the III. Gorps “were gradually reliiwed by 
th(^ French n'inforcemi'iits and sent north to- 
ivjoin tho Fifth Army,” it seems that Sir 
Henry Rawlinson ha.d not much of the 5th 
Army to command, a)id that tho force under 
him was mainly, if not entirely, the Fourth 
Army. 

When on the 25th the British troops aban- 
dom'd Nesle, thi'y had fallen liaek in a north- 
westerly direction, l(‘a\ing the 22nd Fniiich 
Division to defcaid the road from Nesle to 
Roye. Wdien the Gerinans attacked they 
pushed back this division, and thus definitely 
broke the junction with the British forces. 
The loth French Division which hail been at 
(Juiscard, had been driven back to Gatigny, 
and only held the ground there with ditTiculty, 
maintaining connexion with the 5th Division 
on its right, while it had lost connexion with 
the ()2nd Division to the north-west of Chiiscard, 
and which had been compi'lled to retreat from 
Liberinont. The line then was in a somewhat 
confused condition, but the worst point about 
it was the gap betw(*eu the British and tho 
22nd Division. Geni'ral Robillot sent up from 
the 1st Cavalry Division the 2nd Brigade of 
Cuirassiers tow^ards the brook Tngon just as 
the enemy approached it. The 22nd Division 
was by this time back at Cremery, whilst the 
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British who had been at Herly and Etalon 
proceeded back towards Le Santcrre, more to 
the west. Then the Germans pressetl onward 
in a south-westerly direction from Breuil to 
Buvonchy, and this hostile movement com- 
pelled the cavalry to retire to the line (Jruny- 
Solente-Gatigny, but not before parties of 
horsemen had regained touch of the British on 
the western side of Nesle. The retirement of 
the latter to JSanterre, which they licld, left to 


Gen€*ral Plumbert, with the force he had at his 
disposal, found it a very diflieult task to do the 
two duties he was charged witli — viz., ktjep 
touch and in line witli the British to face the 
German inroad from the east, and at the samt) 
time to guard Montdidit^r. The troops of the 
First Army had not yet come up in suiheient 
numbers to enable him to fill til these rival 
claims for defence, and it was for a time 
seriously considered wlu‘thcr the line should 



[0///t i;tl i^hotot^raph. 

TROOPS AND TANKS IN A FRENCH VILLAGE. 


the 1.^hird French Army the task of covering the 
whole of the ground round Roye. Moreo\'er, 
if this point were lost it still had to eover tlu' 
ground from Lassigny to Montdidier, a ditli- 
eult task, as the ground was not well suited 
for defence, and Montdidier itself was a very 
imijortant point for the reasons alrca<1y given. 
Montdidier was the point at whic*h Debenoy’s 
First Army, coming up by train from Toul, 
would largely detrain, and the nearer to the 
fighting line the troops could bo brought up 
the quicker could they be utilized in the 
fighting line. It was therefore very desirable 
to keep it. But General Peli6 had been 
forced to fall back to the south and west of 
Noyon, and had been obliged to destroy by 
fire a large amount of stores and ammunitions 
which had been acoiunulated there and 


not bo taken back to CliTmont ^11) miles irom 
Mondidi<'r. But tlu* ( Nanmander-in-Chief 
of the French Third Army was . not a man 
to be easily daunted. Th* didermined to stand 
fast, arifl issiuMl tlie following i>rder to the 
troops under him on the <*vening tlu*! 2i)th 
“ The troops of the oth (N)rf)S, of tlio 2nd Corps 
of cavalry, of the IIT. an<l X.\ilT. British 
Corps are defending the heart ot France,* "I heir 
appreciation of the greatness of their task will 
toach them how to act.” The situation was 
one of groat difliculty and uncertainty. The 
German advanced patrols were m^aring Mont- 
didier, and General Humbert knew very little 

♦ Vho Uistrit't cailo<l l>y Oeiu'ral ITiiriihert ** Iho heart 
of Fouioe ’* waM tl).. old Province known afi tho “ l.lo do 
France” which surrounded Paris, and was tho contro 
of the “Cinq (.iro-se> Fermes.” 
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of tlir po.'tition of tlio (’il(*rinaii.s Jiis 

ooiitn^ or how tlio Britisli troo[js oix )iis )c‘ft 
Mi*n* situates I . 

Mcircli 20 was an anxious time; the military 
situation was uneertain, and was nuale worse, 
hy thf? en^wds of eifi/.ens liurrying back fnun 
the rej^ions whielj th(‘ th‘rman ad\ane«^ was 
1 hr(‘a,tenin<jr, l>ut- in the enurs<r of the day 
it h(‘eaine eJeiU’er. (J(‘nei*al Petain nMloul)!(‘d Iiis 
efforts to bring u|) all the iwserves that eoiihl 
})e Imrried up. l^'leets of wagons eanu' gaily 



CJHNEKAL DHBENKV. 
C^omiTiiinded the French First Army. 


on, <*rowd<'d wit h soldiers eag<M* to join in llu* 
light , railway trains w(‘r*e bringing up the troops 
from the (‘astern frontier, the great Reseiwe 
which was a,eeuniulat iiig (ai tiu' south side of 
the ({('main W('dge. was no^\’ aide to strengthtai 
th(‘ battl(‘ which Frarie^* aiid h(‘r Allies wca-e 
fighting against tlu' common enem^^ and 
would soon be ready to eounter-at taek \\ lu*n 
the appropriate time should come. 

On this da.y Ka\<»Ile, wh<> ('ommaiah'd t he 
fore(‘ known as thi’ (li\md Ai’iny of K(‘s(‘r\<‘ 
ree(‘ived (hdinih* inst i*uel ioris that “he was to 
r(‘gard it as his ehi(‘f dut\^ to bar the road to 
Paris, and at tin* same time cover Amiens." 
He was also infoi-mt'd that “ t h(‘ a|)proaehes to 
Ami('ns iu>rth of th(‘ Somme would be ])ro- 
te'cted by t hi' British .Vrmi(‘s under tJie eom- 
mand of Kit'ld- Marshal ffaig, who wiadd hold 

at all (‘osts th(' lim* Bray-sur-Somm<‘-Albert , 
whik' I h(‘ (Jrand Army of K(*ser\-e under your 
orders will hold t lu‘ dist riet soutli of tlu* Soimiu*, 
keeping in touch with the forces under Fif'ld* 
Marshal Haig at Bray and with the* (iraiid 
Army of the North on the Oise.'’ d’lu* follcwv- 


ing oi’der was issued at the same* tinu* to flu* 
Fnmeh troo])s : — 

“Tiu* eiu'iny is attempting by a supr(*me 
effort to ov(‘rruii us. s(*(‘ks to separab^ us 

from th(^ Knglish to o[)eji the roa-d to Paris 
H(‘ must h(^ strapped, no niatt(*r wliat the* cost. 
Root y<)urs(*lv('s to th(‘ ground aiul lujid on 
like grim d(*ath. Vour <‘omrad(‘s an? now- 
arriving, and togeth(*r you will iiurl yourselves 
on the eiu'iny. 'J’hen* is a gn'at battk? before 
you. Soldii'i’sof t hi‘ Marne, of tlu* Ys(‘r and of 
\k‘rdun, 1 appc'al t(» you; the fate? of France* is 
in the balanei*." .Vnd now' tlu* troops b(?gan 
to arrive* in nunib(?rs from all (piart(‘rs — from 
ALsa(‘e, Lorrairu* and (Mumipagne. Tlu? 4th 
Oa,valry Division, tlu' .‘18th and l.‘13rd, the 50111. 
the 53rd, tlu? 30th and the 77tli came up t(> 
join tlu? FriMwh force*. 

It will be rt*nu?mbere?d that- th'neral P(*lli* 
with tlu* 5th Fn*neh (/(.)rps was holding tlu* 
high ground to the south and I'ast of Noyon, 
atid with flu? r(*inf(a*e*cm(*nts now- arriving he 
f(*lf. certain that lu* Ce)uld not be direetly 
displaecd, and that his position would t(:*nd 
to force* up the? ( h*rman line* of attack in a- 
more nortlu.*rly dii*e'(?tion. This would be favoui - 
abh* to us, as it would eompe*! him to attae*k 
precisely in 1 hi* direction which would (*x[)()se 
him to the* eone(‘nt rat4*d fore*i‘s of tlu? Alli(‘s, 
with the* .Al’my of Re*serv(* able* to act 
against his flank and e*\'(‘n against, his re*ar. 

Pelle*'s posit ie)n was t lu‘re‘fo?e* an inn)e)rtant 
one* ; it stopi)‘‘<l ail ae*tion to tlu* sr.aith so long 
as it eouM b(* held. Tlu* (Jermans w(*r(* un- 
doubte‘dly likely to attack this fofce*, and 
t lu'refore* it was de'sirable to make it as strong 
as possible. Pelh'* theit'fore se‘nl his hth li)i\ ision 
to occupy Mont de* I ’orepiericourt, which was 
foi* the* mome*nt, in the* haste of retrc'at. not 
suflicie‘nt ly garrisoned. In the* de?fensi\t“ 
nu‘asmt's tlu* British troe»ps lu'ar at hand took 
part. A Canadian Brigade* was ])laeeul in 
the Re*s<*rvt* and h’ssarts Wood to complete* 
the line? to flu* Itfth Freneli Division on tlu* 
]u*ight of 4’hie*scourt and the* Ruin(*d ATill Hill. 
Thus (J(*n(*ral Pi'lle* pjcsente'd a conne*ct(*d front 
t(» the* (k'l'inans. Hardly w‘(*r(* th(*se arronge*- 
mt*nts made* than the* aftae*ks began. Tlu? fight 
w hich (*nsue‘d was an arduous one*. 3’lu? Fr(*nch 
(’ommaiider had littk* e)r nothing in the? way of 
supporting ti‘oe)ps and those in liiu* had to i*(*sist 
as we*ll as they eoedd. .Mejre* to the cast was a 
part e)f the French 0th (\>rps, whicAi had held 
the* French litio se^uth e)f Barisis. In the fighting 
sin(‘<‘ th(* 2 1st it had b(*e'n fore(*d back and was 
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thus near at hand to liolp (ionoral J Vila's tn>ops 
It will bo rcnioinbored tliat it had a head y soiit 
tlit‘ I25th Division at tho ooiniiu*ii(.*('nu*nt of tho 
battle to hel]) the J.^ritish lit (V)ij)s ; it iiad 
now no superfluity of troops to detaeh to h('lp 
the Krencdi 5tJi (\n‘ps, but it was a])l(‘ to con- 
tribute some ea\alry scpiadrons, wliich pioxed 
of eotisiderable assistance. 

The (Jermans made a dcdtatniruM 1 attack 
lij^ainst tlie Porquericourt height, and Mont Si. 
JicMiaud, but, i t^eeivcil witli dct<‘r?ninat ion and 
met with local eountei -attacks, they \\cit^ 
ilrivt'ii off in confusion. Tiie lOth Division 
was not so fortunatt*. It had IxM'n sorely tried 
in the fighting of th<‘ last few days, coukl not 
hold the hill abo\’e bagny wlu‘i«‘ it was ])osted, 
and was forcc'd slowly hack, still tigliting l»ard 
till it j*«'a<*he(l the line of IMf'iiiont -’^riiiescourt . 
and here tht^ 77th Di\ ision uas })rought into the 
line and held it tinnly. It formed ])art of the 
French l<7rst Army, which was arrixing from 
the east(‘rn frontier. 

'The situation on the left of tht^ Prencli 
:ird (\)rp8 was, howewer, fai* from satisfactory, 
'J’lie detcMinined rc'sislauce on thc‘ light, wia‘r(‘ 
wastkaieral IN'lle's Division, supportcxl now 
by tiu' oncoming troops of the J<'irst Army, ha<l 
tc'udcxl to dri\'i‘ the ( Ic'rman columns more to t h(‘ 


iKxrth in their endt'avours to pcia^trate ttiwards 
Paris. kMic'h is tlu‘ value' of <1 flank position like* 
that ht'ld by (leiieial Pellc. 'This produce'd a 
bringing toge thc'r oj tlx' (Jeiman forces w hie'h 
enabled th«*ni to elire'ct large r numhe'is from 
Jtoye* towards M«)utdidier. 'riiere* were* no goo»l 
positions in this part »>f the country to covi'r 
.Montdalie-r. rix* A^ rc from lh)y(' to where 
the* Doms joined it at Pierrepont was of little 
\aluc as an oh>>tacle, in the upper part of its 
e'ourse by Ko\e none, and the diri'ctioii <jf the 
ticrman attack at this point t<*nde<l to dri\e the 
French soul hwards. 

It will l)(‘ reitunihcred that the* h’'i-ench 
22nel DixuVion had heeji iiolding as xxe'll as 
it e*ould a. long-‘<t re'tched-out line* against, 
t.hes ( h'rmans. \\ hen tlie olit h Div’^ision arrix e'd 
(it was the first, to dt» ^^o) from tlie e'a.sl it h-nl 
Ix'en sc'ut iij) t o support the 22nd. Ihit thisforce> 
had be'C'ii fighting hard for the* jjast three days 
against far sup(.ait)r h)rces and if had ri'aedied 
t he*, (‘lid of its te't lii'r. It fi'll hack, bringing w ith 
it the <)2ud, xehich stood on its right. 'rh(> 
(.h'rinan stroke had been delixe'red during the 
latter pait of the night of March 20-21) and (‘arly 
morning of t h(' 2tith xvith such deti'rminat ion 
and in gre^at supe'riority of numixrs that the 
t wo di\ isions xverc forced hai'k to t he lira* llox'e- 
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REFUGRBS. 


Avricoiirt-I^agny, aiul s<.) cldse ^vas t!u' enemy 
pui'^suit lliat it was impossible to take up a 
jiropcM* liiK'. 'File <i2iul J-)i\isioii liad its k*f( 
about Ax rieourt, tlie 22n(l prolonging tli(' line 
nortliwards to Hoye. About (> a.m. a strong 
eoluiiin of (iennans adxaneed from .Marguy- 
aux'-Cerises on Avricourt , tlius striking tla* 
(‘)2ud J)ivision at its jioint of juni'tion with the 
light of the 22nd, The (i2nd Division was 
eoinpelkMl to fall baek on Amy, and th('u<*(‘ 
towards Eresnieres. Thus the eeiitn' of the 
Freneh line was piaiet rated and the 22nd 
Division was expost-d to attacks on both 
flanks. The attack against its kdt was very 
strong. lh)y<‘ was piaetieally eut off, for 
Iluiglise to the south was taken. The 
position was a s<*rious one, for lioth tliese 
divisions were so weakcaied that they could <lo 
little moie and might, if the (Jermans Imd been 
abl(\ have lieen practically annihilated. Fortu- 
nately,, however, they too had suffered very 
severely from the strenuous exertions of the 
previous days and could not carry out such an 
enter])ri.se. l^ut still the 22nd J)ivi.sion fell 
back fioin Roye, leaving only a small 
garrison there, and took up a position 
from CrapeauAlesnil to Bouvraignos, where 
it stood at bay, and tho 1st Cavalry Di- 
vision, command etl by General Rascas, came 


up and filled the gap b(‘lwe(‘n it and the 
02nd. 

In the meantime, Hoye was threatened from 
th(‘ north and south. Tlu* Fr(*nch 51 h Cavalry 
Division managtHl to sc nd in a few' scpiadrons 
to lielp t hc' t rc,>ops of the 22nd Division. But 
their strcaigth was totally insulHcient tcj hold 
the town, wiiieh was already set in flames hy 
tlic' German sliells, and the enemy was pene- 
trating into the (outskirts. TJic* Freneh trcx^ps 
were therefore* w ithdrawn, I he* infantry falling 
hack tc» j<.)in theii* division, the 5th CVivalry 
Divisiem moving down the Avre to hold the 
passages at St. Aurin and rKehellc* Si. Aurin. 

The 22iid was still trying to liold on to its 
luwv position, but had not suffieient strength 
to do .so, and, falling baek, it again beeamo 
separated from tho 52nd Division. It will be 
remembered that General Robillot, wdio com- 
manded the 1st Cavalry Divdsion, Jiad been 
given tho command of these two infantry 
dix'isions, and ho now made a great effort to 
fill tho gap. He liad sent the 1st Cav^alry 
Division, uricier Rascas, to connect tho two, 
and had nothing nndcr his oxvn hand for 
the moment. ♦ He therefore got together a 

* Goncrul Hasca.s appears to have had tho command 
of tho 1st Cavalry Division, which seems to have been 
mounted, whereas Broca rd’s 1st Cavalry Division was 
dismounted. 
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miscellaneous force consisting of his own escort, up on the right of the Rrit isl. Fifth Army, h.ul 

a group of cyclists, and other details, an<l sent nrrive<l with little more than tlio arms tliey 

them up from Frosnieres towards the right of had in tlieir hnmis, witliout reserx e ammunition 

the 22nd Division. They were joined by two aiul with gim« still behiml, so here the tJermans 

squadrons of the Ist Cavalry Division, and this had to a large extent outmarehe,! their artil- 

opportune arrival enabled the restoration of ],>ry, and their reserves were hugely us<>,| „p. 

the general line to he more or less establishe<l On the other hand, the French were daily 

from Dancourt—a point on the Uoy(>-Fresnieres getting up fresh troops f.-om the t Corps, 

road back by Fresnieres to Plessies-Cacheleiix. and already niiii> infantry and two cavalry 

Here the 62nd had the valuable support of the divisions had arrived. The staff of the :t.-,th 

left end of the lino about hassigny laid by the Army Corps had also eoim- up. and it was 

77th Division, which had e<aue from the Kii-st given the command of a seel ion of grouml to 

Army, and was completely fr<-sh and inta<-l. the wi'st of KobilloCs force (the 22nd. (•)2n.l 

The position was undoubtedly a dillK ult one. and olith Divisions with the 1st Cavalry Divi- 

the road to IMont didii'i* was almost eompletel_\' sion.) ^Filings W(‘i’e taking a turn for I he Ix'tter. 



[I fi'lti h oftK U(l 

REFUGEES ENCAMPED FOR THE NIGFrr. 


o])Ofi to tlie (Borman advaiifc'. Tho only pnsitioii by nmrnl Xoyoii niid 

favourable point to reconl was tlio fontinual to tin* west was now pioltm^nl, and hr liad to 

evidence all along the fighting line that tlir include IdiirsfHmi-t and hr IMtMiioiit ; hut, on 

enemy was distinctly get f ing exhausted the otlua- liand, hc‘ had an atMition to his 

The next day, March 2H, \Nas tlir (*ighth day original force of tlu' 77th, a vra-y good an«l 

of battle, and on the right of the I'^-rneh line fresh body of men, ])ostf‘d alxait Lassjgny. As 

(General Polle still held his [losition from Mont deseiibed, he already Jiad Iht^ atitli Division. 

Henaud to the heiglit and wood of FMemont '^Phe enemy sliowf'd signs of adxaneing against 

behind Lassigny, and in front of liis left were Lassigny, and tlms renewed liis effort of tho 

the 22nd and G2nd Di\ision, an<l the 77th j^revious day to cut off the 22nfl aiifl ()2nd 

at the last-named place. Thv. ist Uasalry Divisions, and attacked in the direction of the 

Division was still engaged in its hard task of f>2ud Division's right, clearly idming at inter- 

filling voids wherever it was needed. But tho secting the line there*. CJeneral Pelle sent up 

Germans north of this force ha<l nothing to liar all the r<*inforcf*m(‘nts la* could lay hands on, 

them on tho road to Montdidiei*. But just the two scpiadrons from the 1st Cavalry 

as tho first French reinforcements, which camo Division, the 319tli Kt*gnneiit from tho 38th 
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Division, which was just in the act 'of de- 
training. 

On the right of Cciieral Polle’s line at Mont 
Ronaud tho troops hold firmly and drove back 
no loss than five attacks with heavy loss. Nor 
was the Gorman advance against tho line 
Plossier-de-Royi^ -Canny more siiecossfiil. Those 
troop.s of tho 1st Cavalry Division, however, 
which hod on the previous day come up to the 
left of tho 22nd Division had been forced back 
by superior numbers, but ha(l boon brought up axt 
Canny, and here a line was formed extending 
from La Derlioro on th<i kift behind the DivtitttJ 
through PJ6moiit down to the Oise. 

But through the more) open country to the 
north the tide of German success flowed on. 
Tho Germans captures I Le Cossicr (between 
Beuvraignes and Fr(\snieres) and then Tilloloy, 
only eight miles from Montdidier. The 22nd 
Division was forced back through Bus and the 
wood of that name. A detachment formed of 
some infantry, a little cav^alry, end two com- 
panies of ongineers, on the left of the division, 
fought with tho greatest tenacity for many 
hours against overwhelming odds. Still the 
Germans camo on, pushing past tho French 
troops holding them in front and passing other 
units behind tho screen thus formed. Tn 


succcjssion Fescamps, Piennes and, at last, 
Rubescoui*t, on tho main road running south 
from Montdidier, fell, and shortly after the town 
itself was enptured. 

By this time the 38th Division had just 
completed detraining (wo have seen that already 
the 310th Regiment belonging to it had boon 
sent up to Lassigny), and as fast as tho regiments 
could move off they were sent off to reinforce 
the points most requiring support. The 4th 
Zouavos were off to tho high ground at 
Boulogne-la-Grasse to help the 62nd Division 
there. Some units went to Rollot to relievo the 
22nd Division, reduced to a sluulow of its 
former strength, while others sent to Ruboscourt 
and Ayencoiirt came to tho right of Debenoy’s 
Army, where the 50th Division was still fight- 
ing. Tho Staff of the 35th Corps was given 
the direction of the left of Humbe^rt’s troops, 
and with the new forces corning up, including 
part of the 38t}i Division, ‘was able to hold tho 
lino to the soutli of Montdidier and facing that 
town. The forward movement of the Germans 
had come to a j)ause in tho field, on which it 
had been advancing since March 21. 

The fact was that their main attack had 
been stayed, which induced tho Germans 
to follow their maxim of not pressing 
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attm‘k where the movement was held, but 
rather to seek another line. Tliis they sought 
in an extension of their attack to the north. 

Jtorc it is convenient to quote Sir Douglas 
ITaig’s dispatch : 

On tho Tnoriiinj^ of Mhi'cIi 2S of tho iifnio'^t 

iiitcMisity I iviko oiil* of tho iS<»rnnio from l’uisi<'ux 

to iiorfli-c»ist ot Arms. Miuliii}' liimsolf chocked on tho 
northern dank of lus first attr.ck, tho enemy on (his 
day made a detonninoii eITtirt obtain groater freedom 
for tho devolopinont of his offensive, and slniek in gr<.*a( 
force along tho vulloy of the Senrpe at Arras. 

'riio development oi tViu lyiilile, wliieh li vl been 
foreseen ns early as March 2.1, involved tlie ritfht of 
tho XffT. Corps, under c*f.minnnd of f.ii'ut .-Ceiieral Sir 
H. do B. de Lisle, K.0.13., D.S.O., on l.ho right «)f (he 
Pirsfc Army, and rt^presentod a considerable ex(eiision 
of tho oiiginal front of attack, A (lermati success in 
this sector might well have liud fur-re>u;hing elTeets. 
rhoro is little doubt that the eiicr7iy hopcil to nchiove 
groat results by this new stroke, and that its failure 
wa-s a aorious set -back to bis plans. 

After a bombanltacnfc of great violence, tliree fresh 
German divisions advanced to tb'* assault akuig the 
north bank of the iSearpo River against the positions 
held by tho 4th and Slith British Divisions, nmler th.* 
command ro«poctivoly of Majoc-Gonoral T. ti. Matheson, 
O.B., and Major-General F. A. Dudgeon, O.B., and wore 
supported in their attack by the two G*n*man divishms 
alroaily in line. According to eaptnroil documents, the 
enemy’s immedioto objt'ct was to gain tho general line* 
Viiuy— Bailleul—St, Laurent— Blangy. wIkui three 
special assault divisions were to carry the Viiny Ridge 
on the following day. Immediately south of the Searpe 
four German divisions were oi>g»igod, to two of which 
wero assigned the tasks of capturing Arras and th»' 
heights overlooking tho town. This a^-^ault, the weight 
of which fell on the 3rd and 15lh British Divisions, 


Major-Oeiieral TI, L, Reed, V\(J,, C.R., C.M.r.., coin* 
uuiuding tlie latter division, was siipported by powerful 
attacks, in which 11 hostile divisions wore engaged, 
along our whole front sonMiwards to heyoml Ihicquoy. 
Still fitrUn'r south, as far as D(‘rnancoiirt, strong local 
attacks were delivered Jit difTererit ftoints, Die imdhods 
followed by tho enemy on this occasion were (he >iaiuo 
ns those employed by him on Al»n-eh il. hut in this 
instuiico tho tliiek fog which had playt d so decisive a 
part oil that «lay was absent. In conse(pn‘neo, our 
ariillery and machiiio-gun-, were given <‘very opportumiy 
to otenige tho Or-nati infantry both wlvm a^^emblmg 
and while adv.mcmg to tlio atta.-k. ami (ho l.eaviest 


ISSCS wor»* in'licled on them by our nro. 

Tiniiiodiati'ly jirier to the asMiull, m:e. cs of German 
ifantry with* artillery in ivar ot them wor* observed 
rawri up in eloM> fonivitinn m, Greenland Hdl. .in.l 
rvre shelled by our artillery. North ot (h(‘ ^earp.*, 
bout Rreiix, great . xoeulion na-. done at pomldduuk 
aiigo bv Singh- guns, which had been phtoed m forward 
.osition; clo.e up to the front li.io. The enemy s 
d'antry in this s.-ctor an- reported to have advam-ed 
boost shoulder to shoulder m lines, and the 


,hle largids. i . i 

T!«. nn.l of .'...anlt no.l .h« 

oiiriii!.- of hn iiifaiilry. who ~.io,'lil. to <ol. Iliorr way 
hrou.^h o..r w.n. t>v hao.l on.l.r tl,o (hoof ,.or oo.oh.oo- 
o,moo.l lo oa.ry Ih- orooi.y (l.rooKh tho «..,w 

,hirl. his ha.l ...alo io oor outpost hoo. 

Ih.'roaftor, i-ako.! hw tl.o hro of ..or o..t,.osls, whoaa 
.arrisous tur....<l th.ir „o.,l.i..o-uo.„ .u..i shot ax th., 

’npn.v's a.lv.vmit.d; linos fro... Ha.ik nn.l roar, un.l loot. 
,V a,; acooralo ao.t huoio-. fi.o Iro.o all aro.s. h.s I .....ps 
.voro ovorv.v'.oro Soppo.l aa.l Hiowu hack w.tl. tho 
^ieavio -1 before our bid tie poMtions. 

. 0000.1 atlaok laoo. h..! lain io tho affornoon north 
,f‘tho Soaipo. after a forth, r i^-rio.l ot hombar.lo.oot., 
also ro polsoif at all poioK. ^t tho on-l of tl.o .t-.y 
our battle positions aslrhl.. tho Soarpo wore intact o« 
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lAus/ra'tan oJ]]cutl ^hoiograhh, 

AUSTRALIAN FIELD ARTILLERY TAKE COVER IN A WOOD. 


th)' of (ho attack, and in (lie rvciif muvc*^- 

fni ci>'iMtcr-at tacks ns to pu'-h out n new oatpo-t 

line in front of theip. Meanwhile the survivin;^ pirci'.ons 
af oni* ori^jinal fiutpo- t lin**, wlio'-e most, gallant r**M''tance 
ha<! ]«lay<'. I so lartce n pari in hi’taiking up tlie cnemyV 
attack, had fou<^hl tluir any heck throu!j;li (lie (aiemy, 
thou'j;}! a party the ‘ind nattalion, Sf afr>rth H.igh- 
laiulers, -|(h Pivision, remained cut oif at Htciix until 
Miec'^ssfull y witlidrawn during the nif.dit. 

On the southern portion of his attack the enoinv’s 
repulse was, if pos’iitjlc, •'V<*n more complete than on 
1*10 iK-w front oa,st of Arras. Attacks on the Guards 
l‘)i visum iiiul on tile .TIst Division were defeated after 
all -day fiehting, '^I’he 4:?ncl Division drove oil two 
attacks from the dir«*ction of Ablainzcville, and the 
ti‘2nd Divi-don, with an attached brigade of the 4tli 
Australian Division, also boat otT a succession of heavy 
Ritaeks about Bnctjuoy with groat loss to the cnerny. 

r,.es.'’ iriiporfant. altaeks at ditTei<*nt points between 
lf6buterno and Dernaneourt were in each ease repulsed 
jHul led to the oaptnre of a number of prisoners by onr 
t ronp-{. 

Ht'ro for a tiino wo may l<‘ave tlio British and 
Froiudi forces in a ])ositiori in which, to qiiolo 
the words of (i!em»ral Focli, “ the flood had 
b(‘en dammed.” 

It will now bo interestinjj to record Cerman 
and some neutral vit'ws of the fighting. 

The ^dce-Fresident of the Boichstag tele- 
graphed to the Kaiser on ]March 26 : — 

I bog to be allowed to express my warmest congratula- 
tions to your Imperial and Royal Majesty for the great 
victory which our troops, after careful preparation, 
have won during the past few days against our enemies 
in tin West. Tho whole of the Gorman people will 
look with th<^ greatest confidence to the heavy decisive 


<. ngneoinents in wliieh we have been conipolk'd to f'ugngo 
ngaiu'^t tlio bitlorosi, enemy of the Fatbcrland, wbieH 
have succeeded far beyond nil hopes and expc^ct fit ions, 
anrl in which the superirrity of the German Anny and 
fheir lea<h*rs has been shown over tho boastful enemy. 
3\'rmeat<‘d by tbo proud hsdiiig of the, indoinitabh> 
strength of our people and }>y I'vorhisting gratitiuto 
(owanlr^ nil our d»*atli-f<'crlc«s warriors and t lioir leadcT^;. 
we hope and wish that a fimtl victory will soon be granted 

U«!. 

The military correspoudmd of fho TTaguo 
XffUWG Cournnt writes in the evening edition 
of March 25 : — 

Whore are t^ho 100,00t» Americans whom Baker wa^ 
going to send for the early spring of FITS ? Has not tho 
early spring eorno yet ? In spite of tho tonnage which 
the Kntento has brutally taken from tho weak neutral 
eounlrios, it looks as though the 500,000 Amoriean 
soldiers would also bo too late, as well as tho l.HOO.OOh 
Americans who wore to have been there in the la to 
spring. Tho Americans are not in a position to render 
ae-sistanco. Tho German offomivo has been launched 
early enough for that, Tho serious tone of the Knglisb 
communique convinces one that, tho Gorman olTensivo 
will bo impetuously and succos^fnliy carried through. 

German wireless eornment on the offensive 
(March 25-28) ran as follows ; 

The 2()th of March, the sixth day of the great (kTinen 
defensive-offensive, sens r,ur irmioj sis before marching 
victoriously towards Oio \W.t in uninterrupted heavy 
battles. (Strong enemy reserves, brought up from givafc 
distances, could not stop the German assault in spite of 
(be most desperate resistanoo and defence. The casual- 
lies of the Kngli-vh and of the, nations assisting them are 
increasing to tromondou: figure^-. They surnass every- 
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Tiling thf\t. ha^ ever boon b(‘fore. Xoif Iv'r in Ru.^sia n< 
in Italy won- the saeri^ces high. I'his fa*;!, is .'vplnim- 
by tho stubborn resistaneo ut tho. British eua the 
tria^sed com iler-al tacks, supported b> tho h'ronch an 
\mericans. Thereto must bo mhlod tli.it (ho Kiifilis 
iMt’antry suffering undor the t hort-range tiro of the 
own artillery. A largo number of Knglisli lUvisio- 
have boon quite destroyed. Ln ( he nuinnt ime tht* Knglis 
wireless has admitted the slight lessees of the aornuin. 
who are attaching steadily. On necount of tho mi.s 
which pmvails almost daily, they approach tJie Englis 
portions almost unob erved. nnt\ ove„ the 
Biir-au must admit the woiglit of tho tJorniau thriis 
which is not diiuiuisliing oven alter a \vc('k. 

Tho roj)ort of tho 26 th stat os : 

'riic gigantic battle contirmos unintonnptodly without 
(he foiee of the enoiny ilimini.-hLiig appreeiuhly. . . . 

“ The English troops are withdrawing sh>wly and 
destroy overyiluug.*’ Tho Omanan Hiiny rn,„mnni>/u, 
has already announced the destruction of (ht‘ French 
n riitory by the English. Tlic ollieial English hnn an 
nnw aho establishes this fact. The (hrman iu,nty 
. oulinucs to incn'use. Th«' nunibtw of prisoners has 
also incrotusod again. Tlie success of eaeli day of hat He 
is surpassed by that, of (lie next, as the purs. hi of the 
enemy has already conunenced on a wid.* front. . . . 

The h.uity iueivax's irorn day to «lay. Everywhere 
in the wilderness 4 >f the Somme one secs the remains of 
old and new tanks which luwe been shot to j*ie.-.s. 
which are lying hUe aiitedilnvnin monsters in inardiy 
rn-ass hy the crateis. Near Moriiconrt alom- cm* divi-io.. 
capture.l six hig tanks. The numerous- depots of 
munitions, medical stores, equipme.ds, pioneer irnple. 
ments, etc., cannot yot be ojstiinattMl. At j'o/j 4 >res 
took possession of i eentral station h r geuoral .md 1 ( cal 
t.raltvi Lvn.l son.iired a great de.al of rolling-stock, lieM- 
rail'vay engino.s, beu/.ino engines, vorksliops, ote. I'k* 
Kuvrlt-h los-es are on tlm inerea osjiec.ally in r.'-peel 


of tho artillery, vvhieh is sunirt hnt. quite inexp'ri.'nrt-*! 
ill 0. war of ni»ovi>i«*nt. In tilery a whole regiment wata 
smashed up and vedni'ed to 10 mins. . . . 

Tht‘ Englisli losses have been very ln'avy. Up to the 
present. 10,000 uninjunMl prisoners Imve been brought 
in hy (he army of General vt>n ILutier alo»n\ . , . 

'The most serious feature of it 1 tlie position] lies in th<^ 
fact that not only Englamrs n>, serves m Klanders,bu( espr- 
ciallyits auxiliary army on the Italian trout, Iniv’o been 
hel tor-skel (el* wit lid ra wn and havi* been thrown into tlm 
thrcateiiod Bapaume — Alherl--Annens line. 'rh<'''e are 
the eVimts vvhieh show the stale of e«>nfu-ion wliieh tht-y 
hav’i* reaehi'd, as, with n.‘gai<l to t'landers and Belgium, 
only a fow months ago the High Conimaiider lanl 
declared that within a .short 'ime he would I'o 
of the Clonnnii Flarulcts coast and of tho German U-hoa*' 
ba.ses, and that ho would enter Bvu*>seK ns a oom|uen.r. 
And now tho withdr.ivv.d of the English an I K-vneh 
anxdiary corjis from Holy, on tho cv** of (lu* Austnaii 
n'l'iisive. amounts to the ahandonmcnt of Italy by th< 
Allit's, T!i«> Italian Army and people* ! Even if the.y 
inteml bring thi' crushed Salonika army to tin- 
Itaji.m front, it would probably arriv** too lali. Pi^or 
Bt Igiiirn, f)oen- Tla.13 ■ 

('ol. WattcMiwyl writt’S in tlin ZUrfchvr 

(Martdi 2fi) : 

'Hiey oust a.imit In I'kigl.-nal, willi rrgnrl to tin* 
>lu>lti;ig of P.uis by tin' G<*nn in long-rauce giiMS from 
a <list«nee of more fbiri 100 kdnmttp's, (bat Iho inviv bi - 
bility of English soil has imw eli-...pp»*iMed one.* f. r .vll, 
anti this will bo set-n wlit'ii th.* Gt'itn.m gon.s have* been 
worFvtd otit on tho basis of I ho pr -.e-it snoees.-ijs -o as 
to reach the Gh.imiel const 

Ujilort iinatylv for ilu* th'sirrs of lliis Dutch 
c(iloni‘l, tlio (l(‘nnnii guns never gol iMiywhero 
u<‘ur t lie coiVst . 





- L oigrfUt'OJ h'lt 

AUSTKALIANS HNTRENCHINO IN HAIN^ WHATHER, MAR 





[A'tfff Zealand official tholograph. 

A MINE CRATER COVERING 2,500 SQUARE YARDS. 


The niilitary correspondent of the Nievwe 
Cowant writes on INTarch 27 : — 

Tho Eiigli.di nowspixpors, in their anxiety abont tho 
course of the war events, are trying to disguise tl»u 
iorioiisness of tho situation by means of siolo tales. 
In innocent terirus they try to phow their own people that 
the attack loses in strength with every mile of tho retreat. 


and that a pause must occur in order to Ivring roiwarci 
the heavy guns. That is an oli and well-known song 
which wo have heard often before. 

If those were the comments of “ neutral ** 
critics, the more jubilant utterances of the 
Gorman Press are not surprising. 





CHAPTER CCLXV 


THE ROYAL FAMILY AND 
THE WAR. 


TiIK SOVERKKJX and “the KoIK’ES of TIIK ( 
Korkton Affairs — Kino Ce^oroe: in 191 I— Thi 
OF CrEoy — The Houkei of Windsor — Royai 
(.'entries The: Kino and the Navy The J 
I'ntirino Work The: Throne in 191S. 

W IfAT won5 tlu* King iiiid (lu' Roynl 
Kaniily doing dnringiho Groat- War? 
Wlia.t wiH’c t ho rolat ionsbctwc'on K is 
Ma.josl y mid In’s people*, In’s Army, 
and liis Navy? Mow did lie regard liis duly, 
lunv did he p<‘rl'orm it, ainl liow wore liis 
I'lTorts regarde'd at t lie front and in the country ? 
Mow far did the young Prince's do lla'ir share* 
and till' Queen and Princesse's take a lead in 
tliat inultifariejus war-work wliicli, in tlu' 

I lands e)f weniwn, was one of the womk'rs ef 
the* ce>iintry and the worlel ? 

Ih'feire' speaking of King G4*,orge* in liis 
re'latitai te) the Army, it will be we'll l.o le>e>k 
back upon some* of the military anel naval fe*a- 
turi's of the* two preceding re*igns. Ihith vN(*re* 
in the main ]R*rieids of peae(N ])(*rie)ds inde'eel of 
preifonnd peace as eompared with tlu^ p(a*io<.l 
which closeel in 181 a and that whie*h bi'gan in 
1914, though Queen Victoria had to face* three 
se'iious wars — t‘rinit‘a, India in ISoT, anel 
South Africa— while* “little wars’' against 
turbulent ne*ighboiirs were* a fi(Hjue*nt anel 
pe*rha])s inseparable acciele'iit of thei rapiel 
growth of the* tanpiro. Rut neit wit hstaneliiig 
the* unhaj)[)y epiarrol with Russia, in 18.54, 
iMigland anel he*r rulers ].)asse*el safe-ly through 
many foreign storms and eiver many quick- 
sands. The- [leace botwe*e‘n us anei France, 
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’rown " Queen Vk'Tori a Kive; Fdward and 
<: Kin(;'s 1)A^ V isits to the Front — A Memory 
4 Visits to Munition Works and Indilstrial 
’rince of W ale:s as a SemuiER— T he Queen's 

our e>ld antagonist, was iie‘ve‘r hre)ke*n, though 
it wa.s ofle*u s(raiiie*d, and we* hael ne) slmre* 
e'ithe'r in the* Ame'rie'an Civil War ea* in the* 
tlire'e* wars hy whie*h Rismare*k maele* tile* 
Ge'nnan Fmpire*. Still h'ss broken on tlie' 

surface w'as the* re*igu •)f King Felweirel, whom 
tlu* pe)pnlar ve)ie'e^ nanu'el “ I N'ac('nuike*r.” 
Soe)n afte*r his ace*,e‘ssie>n the* Reier Weir e-mne* te> 
an e*nel ; and from the eki-te^ of tlie3 L*e*ae‘.e of 
\5*re*e*niging (May ‘M, P)t)2) tf> that e)f the* 

King's lame*nte'el de*ath in 1910, taiglanel was 
fre-e* from wiir altoge-t li»‘i‘. 

What was tliee e*f)nstitnt ional jiosition e)f 
the* Se)ve*re*ign with re'geird te) tin* Army anel 
Nav^V' ehiring th(‘se* re*igns, and elid it e*e)ntimie* 
une*liiinge*el ? 'L’lie* answe*r is indie*a(eel with 

sulheie'iit ace*urae*y in the* common de*scriplion 
of these* arms as “The; Fe)re*e*s e)f the* Cre>w’n.” 
It is inele*e*el nithe*r curious tlmt, while* we* heal 
feir ct‘nturii*s jujsscssed a “ Ro\al ” Xa,\y, a,ne| 
wiiile* our hite*st armcel body was, during the* 
(lre*at War, e)Hi(*ially name'd (ho Royal Air 

For<*e*, we* liad ne) “ Re)yal Army. 'The omis-sieiri 
e)f the* e*pi(he t is ele)ul)tless te) lx*, tra<*eul to far- 
away histe)rie*til cause's, anel is the* e>nt(!e)ine) of 
thiit jealousy e>f stufieliug Jinnie s wdiicli fonnel 
fornuel ('Nijn'^^sioii in the Rill e)l Rights (1089), 
and re*niain<*el ji e'haraete'ristic of Parlianu'nt 
since* tlie* se*\'e*nte*e*n( h ce*ntiiry. The Rill of 
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Rights declar(»(l that “ tlie raising or kooping 
of a staiKling Army within the Kingdom, 
unless it bo by tho consent of Parliament, is 
against tho Jaw ” ; in other words, ParJiamont 
must authorize the cn^ation of tho Army which 
Parliament was to pay. Still, though tlie 
powf^r of tlui purse always rested with l^arlia- 
m(mt, and though tho organization of the Army, 
especially after Cardwell’s reforms, ultiinat(*Iy 
dependcMl on a Parliamentary S(‘cretary of 
State, no one ever seriously dispuit^d that tho 
titular command b(*longs to the ('rown. As 
Lord VVols(*l(^y wroU' in 1887 : “ From time 
immemorial th(‘ Sovereign lias b<‘on the head 
of our Army, and it- will a bad day for 
Fngland should this ever be changed.” “Com- 
mand, pn^fermerit, and honour come to the 
Army from tlu' Crown,” says a great lawyer ; 
and such remaintMl tla^ legal position. Queem 
Victoria was always j('alous of Jier military 
rights. She was fond of th(* Army. Sh(‘ was 
surrounded by oflicers, all of tliem well scliool(*d 
in military et i(pi<‘tt(*. 8h(‘ Mas fond of n*- 

calling th(' fact that slie was a “ soldier's 
da,ught(*r ” — for the Dukt^ of Kcait Jiad b<‘en a 
Ceneral a.nd Field-Marshal, and had be(‘n in 
military command in Cann.da and at Gibraltar. 
Her biograplier calls her lovc^ for th(^ soldicas 
“a doiiiinant sentiment.” 

In oia^ matter Queen Victoria c*arrietl 
her regard for her Royal prerogativ<^ furtlwr 
than military, or indiM^l national, opinion 
justified. This was in her appointment of 
htu- cousin, the l)uk(^ of Caml)ridgc, as Com- 
man<U‘r-in-Chi(d, and in lun* maintaining him 
in the post— altt'nMl, modified, and extended 
from time to time — for 40 y<‘a.rs. The 
truly scandalous state of the ^\i'jiiy, in 
r('spt‘(?t both of military eejuipment an<l of 
geiu‘ral organization, was cruelly revealed by 
tlu) blun<lt‘rs and failures of tho Crimean War; 
let us do justice to the memory of tlic Queen’s 
husband, the Prince Consort, and freely admit 
that he, perhaps more than any single man, 
lu'lped to bring about essential r(‘f<)rms. Ihif 
neither tlien nor later did the Duke of Cam- 
bridge heartily ix*cognize their necessity. Again, 
when the Volunteer movement w’as brought, 
into being. Prince Allx'i-t actually drafted the 
“ Instructions to Lords- Lieut (man t,” issued in 
May, 1859, which w^ere the regulations on w hich 
tlu' W)luntecr force was raised and organized. 
Tht^ Duke of Cambridge, however, was always 
doubtful as to tho utility of a civilian army of 
this type ; nor, elevtai years later, when in 


1870-71 tho spectacle of the Franco-German 
War stimulated Cardwell’s reforms, did the 
Duke’s anti((uatod principles find it ea.sy to 
give way. At last, in 1895, public oj)inion 
grew too strong and too vocal, and the Duke, 
then 70 years old, c(^nsulted the Queen as to 
whether he should retire. She reluctantly, but 
very wisely, advised him to do so ; and a Chi<‘f 
whose fairness, industry, and devotion to his 
work w’cre univ<‘rsally recognizixl, made way 
for men more alivo to the vital necessities of 
the tiiiKxs. 

'^rhough, as has betm said, the reign of King 
Fdward was a f)eriod of peac(% it was marked 
by consid(‘rable efforts tow^ards the strengthen- 
ing of both the laud and tht^ sea h^rces. N(‘w 
types of ships were built — ^Dreadnoughts and 
supcr-Dreadnoiights, battlc^-cruisers and de- 
stroyers, for‘ the torpedo was assuming the 
im[)orta!ic(* which llu' (In'at War so amply 
proved. Tw’(» gri'al naval r(wi(^vvs in the 
Solent, on(‘ of them ht*ld in honour of the 
Fmperor of Russia, wen* held by tht^/ King, 
and sh()W'(‘d to all (h(‘ world that tli(^ British 
Rl(‘et Wivs more powerful than ever. In 1907 
Mr. Haldan(‘, who, as Sc'cretary of State for 
War, pr(>tit(‘d gri'atly l>y tlK‘ wis<lom of King 
Fdward, brought forward and carri(‘d his 
s(*hemc for the creation of a Ti'rritorinl Army 
on a (jounty basis. In OcIoImm' tlic King 
.summoned tlu* Lords-Li(‘utcnant to Bucking- 
ham Palac(‘, and addrevssed them in an animated 
sjMu'cli, pointing out tliat tlu* rawv A{*t would 
r(n'iv(‘ mueh of the importanet' formerly 
belonging to their oflicc. Tlif‘ T(*rritorial 

Korce was iiittmdcd for borne d(4(‘ne(' ; 
side l)y sidt- with it. tla'n* was patiently 
de\^(*!op<Hl (bat Fxpt'ditionary Force of six 
Div'isious of R(‘gulars wliieh, when tlu* fat(*d 
moment eaine, was transporft'd to Fraiiet* 
“ without a single casualty,” and stemmed 
the first (h'rman rush. Th(*se were the 

Divisions of which Marslial Foch said that 

t li(*y wore “ the tinest troops ” that he personally 
had ever seen. 

King Fehvard died on May ti, 1910, and threo 
days later his only surviving son was pro- 

claimed King iind(‘r the title of George V. 
Tho first four years of his reign hardly concern 
us here, but one cannot ])ass them by without 
tho reflection, quantula sapientia regltur orhls 
lerrarum. We now know^ that wc, our country, 
our Empire, nay, civilization itself, was on the 
slopes of a vmlcano ; that threatening, nnrnis- 
takablo murmurs were clearly audible ; and 
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funeral of queen victoria leavinc; Windsor castle for the royal 

MAUSOLEUM AT FROfJMORE. 


yt‘t wo pass('(l our tiino hvss in proparirm 
^or 1 he storFii than in (innrrollin^ ^^i1h onn 
another. For those ^^■er(‘ tlir \t‘ars of the 
angry disputes b<'tw(‘en I--onls and Commons, 
hi'st. about tlio Tarlianiejit Hill, and then, 
"Jieji it beearne an A<‘t, abouf its appli<‘ation 
fo tlie problem of Irisli ( Jovernment. One 


I’esull \Nas thi* peiMia^inn in tin- min<ls ol t ho 
Kaiser and his (Jenorals J lad ei\ il \\ar in 
Ireland \\as imp‘*ndm/j. ainl that iMigiand 
would at least }ia\e ht r hands full if 1 ho 
(’t'ntral Powers attacked !•' ranee ,an<l Itussia. 

'f'ln- issues of pea*'* and war an* closely 
related to tlie directioii of a nation's foreign 
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policy, and it is necessary to refer briefly to 
the part taken by Queen Victoria and King 
Edward in regard to the foreign relations of 
the country. Both fully accepted the principle, 
which littd been gaining ground ever since tlie 
fall of Napoleon, that the ideal policy for 
England was a policy t)f non-intervention, 
and it is to her desire of safeguarding this 
principle that w^e have to refer many of Queen 



[Downey. 


THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT, K,G. 

Inspector-General of Oversea Forces, 

1917; 

Victoria’s most definite assertions of authority, 
'^rho leading case was her reluctance to be led 
by Lord Palmerston on wdiat she believed to 
bo too adventurous lines ; a rtductance which 
led her to insist upon all the dispatches of her 
Foreign Ministers being submitted to lier 
before they w^ere sent off. Sonietiines this 
w'as to the undoubted advantage of the country ; 


it was especially so in the case of the famous 
despatch to Washington on the occasion of the 
Trent affair, which Prince Albert, already 
struck by mortal illness, strengthened, rewrote 
in his own hand, and easily persuaded the Queen 
to sign. That dispatch, with its combination 
of firmness and sound argument, undoubtedly 
averted the very serious danger of war. Very 
often, however, the Queen was content with 
privately expressing her own opinions, wliich, 
at least in the first half of her reign, had what 
must be frankly recognized as a reactionary 
element ; for instance, in his account of thc^ 
w'ar in Italy, between France and Austria, 
in 1859, Lord Malmesbury reports, “The 
Queen and Prince fool very strongly the defeat 
of the Austrians, and are anxious to take their 
part.” The Foreign Minister, however, had 
no difficulty in pointing out that such a course 
was impossible ; that not ten men in the House 
of Commons w'ould vote for it ; and the matter 
went no further. Why the Queen sympathised 
with Austria is obvious enough; she had an 
hereditary feeling for the Koyal and Imperial 
families of Austria and (;lermany, and, on the 
other hand, she was nervous as to the intentions 
of Napoleon 111. When we remember the* 
anti -English agitation of the French Colonels 
a few months later, wvi must admit that, lf<‘r 
Majesty’s fears were not groundless. Ifowever, 
as wo happily know, things changed altogetlier 
during tlie last tliirty years of lier reign, and, 
though on some occasions, as during the Boer 
War, England had to put up with abuse levied 
impartially by tlie French and (Jcnnan news- 
papers (when indeed tlie German situation was 
seriously tliroatening), there never w as any real 
clanger of a quarrel with France, and the con- 
viction steadily grew on both sides that th<‘ 
interests of the two countries were substantially 
the same. 

This conviction was immensely strengthened 
fluring King Edward’s reign. It may be? 
.said of him Ifiat geniality was the law of 
his being ; geniality which had not been 
extinguished either by the strict discipline in 
which ho had boon kejit during boyhood by an 
admirable but too serious -minded father,* imr 
by his practical exclusion from political life and 
authority during the forty years of his rather 
imperious mother’s widowhood. One special 
outcome of tliis gonial temyierament was King 
Edw^ard’s love for France. As Prince of Wales 

♦ Soo Quarterly Review, July, 1910: “The Character 
of Kinp E Iward VT1.“ 
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KING EDWARD VII. ’s ••CORONATION” REVIEW AT Sl'ITHEAD. 1902. 
H.M.S. “ Majestic” (on left) and other warships of the period. 


he used to be called half a Parisian ; he sf)oke 
French perfectly; lie liked French art, French 
theatres, and French society ; and his private 
visits to France were many. But when he 
bocaino King, lie seized the opportunity of 
giving a more abiding form to the “ union of 
hearts ” which lu^ had so long privately culti- 
vated. With the full assent of his Ministers, 
he planned a State visit to our Mediterranean 
stations, to Italy, and to France, and this lie 
carried out in the spring of 190*1. On board th<» 
Victoria and Albert he steamed to J^isbon, to 
Gibraltar, to Malta, and to Naples, whence lie 
passed to Rome on a visit to King Victor 
Knunanuel. His reception by the [people of 
Rome was enthusiastic, nor was their ardour 
lessened when King Edward, a few days later, 
went to the Vatican and paid a visit to the agf‘d 
Pope, T^o XlJl, then 92 years old. 

He returned by way of Par's, where the streets 
were decorated in his honour and wh(u*(* 
Government and people rivixlled each other in 
the warmth of their vvolcomt?. For some days 
the King was in close intercourse with President 
Boubet, M. Dolcasst^ and other political leaders ; 
the result being not only an increase of mutual 
cordiality between the two peoples, but the 
very important Agreement which was signed, 
scaled, and ratified in 1904. By this were 
settled, on a basis of happy give-and-take, all 
those vexatious questions affecting Morocco, 


Egyf)t, Newfoundland, Siam and oth<»r regions 
where the interests of the two iM)untrios might 
possibly come into collision. 

The Franco- B ri t isli Fntente was a gn>at 
work of peace, clearly dirt^cted against uo Powt*r 
or combination of Powers tliat desired poa(*e. 
Even Prince Billow', then (J<*nnan Imperial 
Ghancollor, acce[)ted it at first, as such, but on 
second thoughts Germany recognized a fatal 
blow to her ambitions, bcjcause tliey nested 
essentially uj>on tin* mainti*nauce of possiblo 
causes of clisscHisic^n betw(*(*n Great Britain a-iul 
the countrii\s that wM‘rt‘ markcnl down as (Jer- 
many's victims in Furopi*. Hi^nccforw ard it 
suited German propagamla -and the Kaiser ' 
t<» identify the person of King Edw^ard with the 
[)olicy that was represontt'il in season a-nd out 
of season as an anti-German policy, a policy of 
‘'hemming Gc*rmany in.” Tn fact, King 
Edward before the war w’as lr<*ated to a small 
measure of the caluiiiiiies t hat in thi’i first stages 
of the war w'ere heap(*d, w'ith eijually deliheratt^ 
mendacity, upon Sir Fdwanl (irey. Happily 
all such attempts to undi-rmiia* tlu^ position of 
Kitig Fdward wia'e defeated, and no l'i*utonic 
guile (!ouId bring a }m‘at h of susjiicioii upon tho 
King’s p(a*f(*ct observance of constitutional 
limits to his authority. Yet it should he 
recorded, aiul even <Muphasiz<*d, tliat King 
Edw^ard, liy tlu? knowledges and judgment that 
ho brought to bear upon tho prolilems of foreign 
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policy that were gra<Iually ripening during his unswerving patriotism that was surpassed by 

reign, rendered an immense service, helpe<l to none of his subjects, The State papers of the 

iiviirt many perils made in Clermany for our time record the King’s oflicial efforts, in the 

undoing, and was indeed one of the chief eommuni(*ations which, always upon advice, he 

architects of the great structure, founded upon had with the heads of other countries, to iiiairi- 



i A’if.SSf//. 

KING EDWARD VII. AS ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET, AND THE PRINCE OF WALES. 
AFTERWARDS KING fJEORCJE V. AS VICE-ADMIRAL. 

justice' and libi'ity, w liich saved the world from tain tla' peace. Tt fell to liim, for it^stauee, to 

Gt'nnan aggression. address to tlu* 'Psar on August 1 a message 

King Ccorgi', ]i(‘tueen his accession in 1910 urging delay and negotiation, to which the 

and th(' outbieak of war in 1014, look a less Tsar could only rt‘j)]y : “ 1 would gladly ha\'e 

]H-oininent share in Kurop(*an affairs. But he acce])ted your proposals had not the German 

was well acquainted with the triu' situation. Ambassador this afternoon presentetl n Note 

an<l was ])n*part*d, when thc^ great crisis broke, to my (Joverninent d(‘claring w'ar. Ln vain, 

to w isely and well, with an it may be added, did tile Kaiser’s brother. Prince 
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Henry of Prussia, stay in Englaiul up to the 
last moment that liis presences could ])c' tolerated 
with a futile hope of c^xerling soiiu' sort of 
influence upon, or tiiroiigh, the Jh-itish Court. 
Then, as afterwards, through all the vicissitudes 
and trials of tho long struggle, the King and 
Qiieon clierishod no thoughts or fei'lings hut 
those which inspired the whole Jhitisli [leople. 

On the afternoon of August 4 tlie King 
held a Council and issued proclamations 
calling out tlie Army Reserve, embodying 
the Territorial Foriic, and bidding all naval 
otticers on tho Reserves and Retired List 
to hold themselves in ri^adiness for active 
service ; and on the following day he and his 
Naval Equerry spent several hours at tho 
Admiralty inspecting the elaborate plans of the 
probable field of naval operations — naturally a 
work of tlie deepest inti^rest to one who had 
bcion for so many years an active naval ofli<*er. 
Meantime, to antieipati* one of the inevitable 
result s of war, tho young Prince* of W'ales put 
himself at- the hc^ad of a. strong committee and 
issued a national ajipeal for funds for tho relief 
of distress. A few days later, when tlie Expe- 
ditionary Force was ready to dispart on aeti\'c» 
service, I lie King sent the following mt‘ssag(' to 
tho troops : — 

Ruckingham Pahici*. 

“You are leaving iiomo to figiit for the 
sah4y and honour of my lOinpire. 

“ Belgium, whose country we are pledged 
to defend, has been atta(*ked, anil Cranco is 
about to be invaded by the same powerful 
foe. 

“ I have implicit confidence in you, my 
soldiers. Duty is your wat(?hword, and I 
know your duty will bo nobly done. 

“ T shall follow your every movement with 
<leopest interest and mark with eag(*r satis- 
faction your tlaily progress ; indeed, your 
welfare will never be absent from my 
thoughts. 

“ I pray Cod to bless you and guard you 
and bring you back victorious. 

Ckok<;ic, K.i. 

“ 9th August, 1914.” 

“ Your welfare will be never alisent from my 
thoughts.” These words w<*r(' not a rhetorical 
expression : they wen^ a proniist*, a*id it was 
nobly performed. Primarily addn*sscd to the 
small body of soldiers which fornu^l the 
advance guard of a nation in arms, the\' 


really <‘overed a boumlless ti<4d, for it was 
not the first Six Divisions only, but the 
millions that followeil them, the Fleet, the 
IMerchant Si*rvice and fishtu'inen, the masses 
of war workers of both >>j*xes, and last 
but not li'ast, the innumerable svjfferers from 
a long war, th(‘ wounded, the sick, and tho 
impoverished, whose ‘‘ W(*lfare was never 
absent from the thoughts ” of the King and the 
Royal Family. 

For wt^A'ks before the outbreak of war tho 
King had been deep in a mass of work. All 
through duly, 1914, he knev\% both through his 
own private information and through his 
Ministers, how critical tho situation was. 
During those weeks ho took, not without 
his Ministers’ knowledge but very much 
i>n his own initiative, a stejj wliich soiia* 
extreme jiarty men denounced as unconstitu- 
tional. Tliey only meant that it thrt»al(aicfl 
their own ptd- scIu'UH's with failure. It was 
to sumiiaai to Hu(‘kingham Palaeis on July 
21, two leading men from ('aeh of the four 
parties chiefly eoneorne<l (Jovernnaait, Brilisli 
Unionist, Nationalist and I’lstcT — and to 
urge* upon tlu'iii t he iK^eessily of at oneo comin|L 
to an arraiig(‘ment on t}i(‘ Irish qiK'stion. It 
became known, though tho ])assag(‘ was omitted 
from th(* ohieial report, that tln' King had 
strongly hinted at his main n*ason the immi- 
iMMit- daiigcn* of a lOiiropi'an war. We know' 
that unhappily no aiTang(aiient was reaeht'd. 
None the less the iiicident is a memorable 
oin' as showing tht' King’s inbaise desin^ to 
j>resent a united front to all possible en(*mit*s, 
and his statesmanlike sense of thi* true iuttavsts 
of the people. 

It lias often been said that a King of Englainl 
who does his duty is hound to be the hanh‘st 
worked man in his dominions. Eviai in p<*a(*o 
time this is not much of an exaggeration, but 
let us lo<jk at King C<M»rg(‘'s i‘outiiu' during 
the long years of the (ireut \\%ir. Even when 
in J.iondon his tasks and engag<*ments com- 
pletely fille<l the day. His Majesty Ix^gan wf)rk 
with onc^ of his s(‘eretaries at 9.;j0 a.m., but 
by that liour he hail read the newspatx^rs. 
Fi*w sovereigns ev(‘r kej)t t hc'inseK c's in touch 
with publics ()[>inioii through the medium ol the» 
Pri'ss more assifhioiisly tlian King (ieorge ; 
if ho was tra\'(‘lling the paj)ers were brought to 
tJie Royal train so llial hi* might see them 
befori* the tlay's programmi? began. AV'ork 
witli the secretaries went on for an hour, and 
was eliietly c*oneeined with eoxTesj)oii<ic*iice. 
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At 10.30 tho first of the interviews arranged for 
the day was given. It was a cornnion thing for 
fivt^ or six people to bo received on one morning, 
and the audituices as a rule were anythirig but 
p(‘rfunetory. They were also extremely varied. 
^JMie King always took the gri*atest interest in 
the stories of prisoners of war who f*seaped 
from captivity, and all but two of thc^ olticers 
who got away from enemy (*ountries, before 
revolution opeu(‘d the (lerman frontier, visited 
tlie Palace. Interesting visitors to England 
were us\ially commanded to go to the Palace, 
and long conversations arose out of the 
audience. As an example of this typ«‘ of 
intervicav'^ it may b(‘ recalle<l 1 lait when Mr. 
and Mrs. Scoresby HoutU'dge returned to 
England after a t hiee y<‘ars' scientific 
expedition in their yacht, they prestadtMl 
to th(^ King and Queen Charh‘s and h^dwin 
Young, two Pitcairn Islaiuh'rs, descendants 
)f Midshipman Young, th<' sole mutinetn* ofliccn* 
of H..M.S. Hounty. His Maji‘sty had a long 
conversation with tlu' men about the conditions 
of th(Mr island home aiul its pc'opU*. in October, 
11118, the King rec<‘iv(*d Mr. (ieorg(‘ Dobson, 
the C'Orresj)ondent of The. Times in P(*trograd, 
who had bt^en imprisoned and suffered gr(‘a.t 
hardshi[)s at th(* hands of the llolshevists. 
If engagements permitt(‘d, tht‘ King likt'd tt* 


take a walk in the grounds of the palace at 
some time in the morning, but usually his 
interviews lasted until lunch. At luncheon a 
distinguished visitor was often present, so that 
the King might talk with him. In tho after- 
noon on at least four days in the w^eek His 
Majesty, geinerally accompanied by the Quo<‘n 
and Princess Mary, drove out to visit hospitals 
and to see and converst* with wounded officers 
and men. Thousands of wounded in the 
hospitals in and around l.«ondon hatl the 
pleasiiHi of seeing hhc? King in this way during 
the war. After tea 11 is Maji'sty got through 
at- least t wo hours of serious State work. The 
early evening was a favoured time for the 
reception of members of tlu* War Cabinet. 
Tile King's daily c(»mmunicat iojis witli Ministers 
were sonadimes m(*rely matters t)f form, but 
v't'ry oft(‘n they involved qu(\stions of higli 
im])orta.nci‘, which it might take hours to 
settle. d'hen there was always a mass of 
(JovermiK'nl documents to be read, and further 
work with the st*cri‘tari(*s. The King din<*d 
at 8.3(1. 

While' something like this was the regular 
agenda paper of Mis Ma jesty wiieii at Bucking- 
ham Palace or Windsor, 1 nvt'st itures had to 
be added once or twice a wc(*k, and he liad to 
carry out a whole sc'cond [irogramme elstuvlu're. 



KING GEORGE DRIVING WITH PRESIDENT POINCARE IN PARIS DURING HIS 

VISIT IN 1914. 
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CHEERING THE KING AND QUEEN AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
(-)n the flight of the Declaration of War affainst Germany. 


Ill otliur words, ji<* luid c*oiistaiitl y to visit 
ftietori(‘s, liospitals. training camps, aerodromes 
iiud ()th(*r scenes of tlr* a.ll-per\’asi\'i* war 
aidivity tliroiigliout t lie <*omitry, and at fn*ipient 
int<*rvals to visit the Fleet in its stations off 
the (;oast and the Army at t Ik* Front. 

'^Fhe Kinj^’s first visit to the front was paid 
after tfie war had lasted four months months 
marked by the devastation of Hel^ium, the 
r**treat from ^lons, and tlie epocli-makiiiiz 
battle of tfn^ Alarne VN'itii regard to this visit 
we cannot do bettc‘r than summarise the 
detailed account providi'd liy an eye-witness. 


which appean-d m '/'hr I'iinry on December H, 
1911. 'This ac(*oiinf, iMdc(‘fl, is typical, foi* 
though tla* occasions and th<- filaces were, 
of i*onrse, dilferent, tlx* work and the daily 
programmi* were mnefi f ho same in all the 
Itoyal visits. In all there were naturally tin* 
Sana* voyage a<-ross tin* ('hannel without- notice 
given, flu* same sik-nt preparations, the same 
rapiil moto?- journt'ys, the same constant talks 
wit h ( Jcnerals, Paiglish and French. 

His .Maj(*st\' arriv(*d on the coast on aionday, 
\ovc‘mbcr .‘9), 1914, and returned on Saturday, 
Decemb<*r a, after a week, unfortunatedv, of 


118 


THE TIMES HISTORY OE THE ITJ//. 


(•(jM arid rainy woatlK'r. He was met hy the 
IViru^e of Wales, wIkj had up tci that time 
given almost continuous service at the front, 
and, after visiting some of thi> hospitals at the 
base, lie firocccdi'd straight to (hH.Q., where 
h<^ was received by 8ir John French, then in 
chief command. It was arranger 1 that on 
three successive days tlie King should make 
tours of inspection round the Army (^)rps, 
should converse with the Divisional (Jenerals 
and the J^rigadiers, and should make acquain- 
tance with tlirar staffs, and t hat the last days 
should be given t() the (‘xamination of thr^ 
Jntelligenoe and other work done at Head- 
<[uart(»rs and to the bt'stowal of certain decora- 
tions. In part tht^ inspection had to do with 
largo masses of trootJs wln^ri^v'cr they could be 
conveniently collected ; these, as well as the* 
srnalk'r boditvs that wt'rt^ gathercMl in villagrvs 
or at th<'. cross roads, welcomed the Royal cars 
in parade, order, and then sent them on thca'r 
way with lusty cher^rs, ofl(‘n aurlible to (hr* 
enemy a few milc'S away. It is notewortliy 
(hat f)n the first rlay, with thr^ Maharajali of 
Rikanir anrl Major-( It'iirTal Maharajah Sir 
Rratap Siiigli in attenriancr*. His Majesty in- 
sj)cc(;erl the large a-nd vi'ry eflerdivt* rnriian 


contingt'iit (hose fine fighting men of whom 
the Cermans iisrsl (r) say that tht*y would nevt*r 
crjnsent tr> fight by t lu^ sirle of t-hr' English and 
for the cause of Englatirl. Germans and 
English alike soriu rliscovered that t he racr's r)f 
Inriia knt‘W wlir'ii tlu\\ wr'jr* wrOI gr)vernt‘rl, 
anrl wr»re nr>t at all anxir)us tr) r'xchange British 
rDrder r'itht*r fr)r dr;>mr*s(.ic anarchy or for the 
tyranny r)f a German ovr^rltird. 

Thr' first rlay's inspecfirin inchuled alsr) a 
visit to a largi* clearing hospital, wht‘rr* some r»f 
thr* patirnits were suffering from frost bite ; anrl 
in thr* afternrnai thr* King met President 
Pt)incarr'', his Prime Minister*!', M. V’iviani, and 
(ileneral .ItifTrr^^ ( lir* French Gonimandr*r-in- 
Cdiief, wliri harl won undying hr)nour by his 
victory on (he Marne. I(. can well be imagined 
that whf*n thr* lying and thr* Presidrait drove 
alr)ng Oir^ linr* in an open niotor-car (hr^y had 
an r*nt hnsiast ic rr'cr'pt ion. '^riiat. rlay’s jr)ijrnr*y 
r‘iiried with thr* b(*stowal r)f thr* (iranrl Crriss 
r)f the Bath rm G(‘lir‘ral .Ir)ffr(‘. The iir*xt rlay, 
which was finer, (hr* King made a circular 
journr'y of no It'ss than sr*vt*nt y milt*s, visiting a 
cavalry r‘orps ainl tiu* ,‘lrd Army, Corps, his 
!Majr*sty walking past tlir* linr's of cav'alry, a 
nmgnincr‘n( and foi'midablr* l)od\ • and aftt*r- 



TfiE KING AND QUEEN VISIT THE CANADIAN WOUNDED AT TAPLOW’, 

AUGUST 24, 1917. 
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wards ho had tlio pleasure of presenting the 
Mtkiriille JMilitaire, granted l^y t Ik' Fn^neh 
Presid<uit, to several Ih’ilisli soUlitTs. Hffore 
the day ended he also V!sit.('<l sonu' artillery 
and engineer units and a detaeliinent of the 
Koyal Flying ("{»rps, l)esi(les insptc.ting tl^o 
eharcoal makers, who pn‘])ared (liareoal for 
the braziers in the trenehes. Here, too. lie 
went tlirough one of those* large* eonvali'seent 
homes or resting-places for nu^n slightly indis- 
posed or over-dotK* which wca'ked wonders in 
the way of quickly enabling such m(*n to n'tnrn 
to duty fit an<l W(*ll. Ih* also witness(*d an- 
other exeellc'iit institution, a vast ))athiiig 
establishment, where multitudes (»f nu‘n eould 
)>leasantly get rid of the mud of the* ti\‘nelu*s 
and go back frc'shly el<»tli(‘d. 'That day (‘laled 
witli the pn'sc'ntat ion of th(‘ (J.CMk to (leneral 
Foeh anil the G.C.M.th to seven other Freni'h 
Ch*nerals. 

Thursilay began uifh t)ie investiture of Sir 
John Freiu‘h witli the Order of JMeril, an<l then 
followi'd visits to the 1st aial 2nd (\>rps, 
U'liieh implii'd not only a long ear ji>urii<'y 
l)ut many eon vi'rsat ions and a. short address 
to the ofiieers of one spj'cially distinguished 
lh*igad<*. After lunelu'ori the King had a 
de(*pl\' inten st ing e.xperienee, J'iie day was 
(flear, a.nd he mounted to a eoiimianding point 
from which he saw thi* actual battle raging at* 
no great, distance. Far away to tin* right 
were Lille a.nd lioul^aix ; tliiai <*ani(' a. ridge 
V here t lii^ fighting hail been territii* — a. ridge 
black wit h ruined villages ; and to the left was 
^’pres, clearly visible with its roofiess Halles, 
'riien the procession turni;d honiewa.n Is, passing 
for more than a mile tlirough a ilouble line of 
<*ava.lry waving their swords a.nd cheering. This 
was the la.st of the motor tours, and Friday was 
st)ent at (a*neral lfcad(|uarters to give Jlis 
^lajesty the opport unity of st udying t hat 
manifold and complicated staff work which 
lew' outsid(‘rs understand and which many 
}i ‘ojile failed to ajipreeiate during the (Ireat 
War. Too commonly it was said that the 
privates w'cre the only ])<*o|.>le who did tlic real 
work, and that the otlieers, <*xeept when it 
ea.me to actual fighting, were purely ornanicntal. 
One wishes that such people eould liave seen 
^^■hat the King saw' on that- Friday as, with 
the Comniander-in-CJhief and tin* (.'hief of 
the Oenia’al Staff, hi* passed slowly tlirougli 
the offices of Headquarters, First hi* inspected 
the motor cyclist dispatcli riders, a branidi 
of the Army Signal Units, an<l tlii'n passed 


to the ei*ntral office of this di'partment. '^fo 
quote the «les<‘ripl ion given by 77/r 7\7ae.v, 
“This spot is reall\' the nc*rve e(‘ntre of thi* 
Army in the tield, for ii»lo it rmliate the ten- 
tacles along which Hash messages from every 
part of till* field of operations, from the base 
and from iMigland. Hy tehgraph, air-line and 
c*able, by wireless, by teli‘phone and motor 
i*yclist. does the information reach this office. 



KING GEORGE AND MR. LLOYD (;EORGE. 

the total number of message’s of all natures 
liandled in oni* day averaging about three 
thousa-niLof which the majority ar’e far longer 
than tlr* average telegram of peaei* time. 
'Idle w'liole building f)ulsat(‘d with t hi^ tick of 
machines of diflVrent kinds. In one room the 
Iviiig watched the opi*rators busily' perforating 
Jong stri[js of papi’r with the noisy ‘puncher’ 
.so tliat tln^ messages eould be s(*nt oif by the 
Wheatstone high-sp«*e<l a.fif uiraf us. In anothi*r 
he saw several of these machines, which can 
send at any spi’cd u|) to a •Maximum of 000 
words a minute, and some dujJex machines by 

225—3 



THE KING DECORATING LANCE-SERGEANT BROOKS WITH THE V.C. IN THE AMBULANCE TRAIN, 
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which means messages can be sent along the 
wires in both directions at the same time.” 

Nearly a year elapsed before the King paid 
Ills second visit to the Front (Oct. 22-Nov. 1, 
1915), a visit which was niaiTod by an unfor- 
tunate accident. Having inspected the British 
camps at Havre he proct»eded to meet the 
French Prosiclent, with whom lie reviewed 
some British troops near Headqiiarti'rs, and 
then \’isited the Frencli Armies, expressing 
himself delighted both with their martial 
appearance and with their recent fine per- 
formances in Cham])agne. Some little time 
before^ his <l(q)arture for Franco His Majesty 
had issued two addresses, one to the Army 
through Sir John French, and v>ne to th<? 
people at large ; in the former lu^ ex[)ressed his 
admiration of the fine work done by both 
Allies towards the end of September, tlu* 
British in the neighbourhood of boos and the 
French in Champagne, where they took 23,900 
{irisoners, while in the second a<l<h*ess ho 
strongly appealed to the (*ountry for renewe<l 
efforts. ” More men and yet more are wanted 
to keep iny Annies in the* field, and through 
them to secure viertory and enduring p(*a<*e. . . . 
1 ask you, men of all classes, to come forward 
voluntarily and take your sharia in the tight.” 
The last words ri'call the fa<*t that conserijition 
had not yet become* the law of tht* land. As 
to the actual tour, it was des<!rib<‘d at the 
tinu^ as “a htqipy mixture of the strictly 
practical with the necessary sprinkling of 
c<*r(*monial,” a notew'orthy incident of th<‘ 
lattcM* being the bestowal of the Croix de (hierre 
on the Prince of Wales, wdio by this time had 
h(»come almost a veteran soldier. 

All went well until October 28, when tla* 
visit, was naturally approaching its end. On 
that day the King had just revieweil two 
bodies of troops from the First Army wdien tla^ 
mare that he was riding, alarmed by a sialdeii 
outburst of cluM^rs at a few yards’ distance, 
reared twice, and the second time failed to 
recover herself, fell over and rolled on the 
King’s leg. The cheers sto])ped with diHiculty 
W’hile His Majesty, who had been lift(Ml into 
a car and was sitting there in grtnit f^ain, mad«? 
his way to quarters where he could be properly 
attended to. F’ive distinguishe{l surgeons and 
physicians wem quickly on the spot ; favourable 
reports w^ere issui'd, and on Nov. 1 His Majesty 
w^as safely transported to Buckingham Palace, 
crossing the Channel on board a hospital shi]^. 
Tt was evident, however, that the acciflent hud 


boon serious, for Surgeon -Ooneral Sir Arthur 
Sloggett had the King conveyed by ambulanci* 
and hospital train all the why to port. Wdiih* 
he w^as in the train there happened a pleasant 
little incident which was much spoken of at 
the time. The King ha<l determined personally 
to invest Laiice-S«‘rgeant Oliver Brooks, of the 
Coldstream C.uards, with the Victoria Cross, 
and the ceremony was carried through without 
mishap, although His Majesty was so weak that 
he could not withoOt assistance drive the pin 
through the thick khaki. On board tlu* 
ho.spital ship Anglia then> were some 50 
(»ther injured nuai, and unfortunately the 
crossing was very rough. But no harm was 
<lone, \"i(rtt)ria Station was reached without 
difficulty, and an ambulance ctaiveyt'd His 
Majesty frf>m the statii>n to tlu* Palaci*, being 
att<*n<led by an Fnglish and a Canadian nurse, 
the Fnglish sist(*r b(*ing by a curious coin- 
cidenc'e the sanii^ nurse who had attendeil 
King F<lw’ard when sulTt‘ring from typhoid. 
The public anxiety was allayed by a chetu'ful 
bulletin, but the staiousuess of the accident 
may be gaug(‘d by the fatd- that the King was 
confined to his rooms for six wei'ks, the latest 
bulletin being issued on Dtu*. i3. A curious 
point in this last report was tin* official state- 
ment of Sir Frederick 3’reves and Sir Bertrand 
Dawson t hat tlu*y had found it ” ne(‘essa.ry on 
medical grounds that the King shoidd take a 
little stimulant daily during his convaU*scenee." 
3’liis, of course, ref(*i*n'd to the si'lf-denying 
ordinance issued a long time before, wherein 
the King announced that no alcohol was to be 
consumed in any of the Hoytd hous(*s till t lu^ 
conclusion of the war, an onlinance that was 
strictly observ'cnl to tln^ i‘nd. 

A third visit to the troops followc’d eight 
months later, and this time the King came 
into c*lose ami interesting touch with the rank 
and file’ *)f the great new^ armies which had 
heen fighting so valiantly ami so cheiHulIy 
on the SomiiK* battlt‘fi<'lds. During a strenuous 
and hard-w’orking w*r'(‘k he saw^ and was seen 
by hundreds of thousaiuls of his spli'ndid 
soldiers. Following out his instiiu't to get to 
know the men, their thoughts and their feel- 
ings, h(* spoke w ith many scores of ” Tommies ” 
along th(* roads, going t(^ or coming from the 
fightingline, on ]>arades,in bilhds and in trench<*s. 
X(jt only did he s<‘e the iikti — lie saw the 
grouml ov(*r which they had fought. Tho 
Special Correspondent of 77fe Tmies at British 
Headquarters said, at the time, that the King 
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visitetl battlffic'Ms vvhf‘rc tnir guns wctc roar- 
ing, am I <)V'<^r whi<*h tlic t‘noiny thri'w shells 
fvery (lay. If.(‘ eliHiVied in and out of Irt^iehes 
which saw dr sperati; fighting in t}u‘ early days 
of tlu* hatll(‘ of th(‘ Somme, and went into 
(Jerman dug-outs and piekc'd up relies of tlio 
battle with }»is own hands. He spent liours 
in eisiixlty clearing stations talking witli th(‘ 
wound(Ml, and he saw (Jerman jirisoners 
coming down from th(‘ scene of lh(*ir eaptim^. 
On his arriv al in France I h<‘ King visiti^d Sir 
l^ouglas Haig, v\ lio sine(‘ his prev ious visit 
had suee(M‘ded Sir .lohn Fn^ieli as Oommandtu’- 
in-(Uii(‘f of tli(‘ FxptMlit ionary l<\)re(*, and in 
the course of the W(‘ek ])(‘ talk(‘d witli i*resid<'nt 
Foineare, (5('‘n(*r.il .loffrt* and (kaieral Koch. 
W'ithoiit actually entering the* Fr(‘neii battle* 
zon(‘ lie saw' gn^al mmdxrs of French soldi(‘rs 
at t Ik* point where tlie two armi(*s touclK‘d. 
On Thursday, August 10, the King sp<‘nt 
soriKi liours on the r(‘al bat t l(‘fi(*ld and in jilaees 
of undoubted da.ngi*r, whc‘n* “few p(*opl(‘ 
can'd to go unless duty callc'd tlK‘m." The* 
sjiot, in fact, was “ unlu'alt hy and it was 
well that the enemy did not guess I Ik* King 
wastln'i’e. 'I'Ik* Prince of W ales aceompani(*d 
t Ik* King on t he lour. 

At (he close of 10*^ v isit, Jlis Majesty issued a 


(k*ri<*ral Order, in wliich he said : “ f have liad 
opportunities of visiting some of tlie scenes of 
d(*sperale figtiting, and of apprc'ciating to a 
slight extent the demands made upon your 
couragt^ and physical end uranco in order to 
assail and capture pcjsitions pre])ared during 
the past two y(*ars and stoutly defended to the 
last. I have reali/.t*d not only the splendid 
work v/hieli lias bec*n done in immediate touch 
with the enemy, but als(j the vast organizations 
b(‘hind tlu^ fighting line, lionourable alike to 
the* genius of the* initiators and to the heart 
and hand of the workers." A cordial and 
c<_»iifid(‘nt UK'ssage (*nded with the assuranci? to 
the troops: "I return home mon^ than ever 
])roud of you." 

Again almost a y('ar ('lapsed before* the King 
was ablt' to visit the Front, but tla^ 11117 visit 
was made* particularly interi*sting by th(* 
fact that tlK' Qu(‘(‘n accompani(*d him to som«* 
distance* b(*yond the port of landing, and 
sp«‘nt a vv(‘(‘k in v isiting hos]>itals and convoys, 
and tlK* newly i^stablislK'd “ AX'.A.A.C." A 
vciy int(*r(*sting t'pisodc* was H(*i‘ Majesty's 
(hiving with (Ik* Prince* of Wales (o the* battle- 
iK'ld ot Fr('*ey, w 1k*?(* “IIk* Prinee* stood on 
th(‘ ('\act s]>ol, as tradition givt's it, vv hi*r(’ 
the Black Piinee* st oo<l, iK'aily (>011 ye'ars b(*for(*, 
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THE KIN(; 

nil tlir rainous day wIk'Ii lia assiinH*(l 1 hn 
in)\v familial* Pi iiicn <»!' W ains' t'(‘at Ik'iimI nrnst 
and mnttn, wliicli had hrlonp'd to tin* slain 
l\in^ John of l^ohnmia,” JinI \vn lui\'n to 
look still farther back foi* a \ isit of a I\in^ 
and Qm‘nu of Knsjland lo the liattin front in 
war time. As Sir Hc'rbnrt Maxwell jioiiited 
ont in a letter to 77n' I'itncs, tin* late>.t occasion 
on vvhi«‘h sueli an e\eiit Jiad oeeiiriX‘<l was in 
the y<*ar 1:504, \vlien (^neen Margaret a<*<*oin- 
|)ani(‘d her lnisl>an<l, p]dwai'<l T., to the sie^t* .'..t 
Si irlin^ ( 'astle, 

ANJiilo Queen Mary made an ev)iausti\'(‘ tour 
et the hospitals and other “ inst it nl ions of 
sneeour ’’ wliieh alniunded in the* rear of the 
Armit\s, aial one(' or twice moto]'(‘d to jioints 
o\ erlookin^ th<‘ Somme ba 1 1 l<*tield, Kin^ (k'or^e 
was with tlu^ lighting men, <’hiefly those of 
Sii* JJertiert Plnmer's .Army, (hiided by that 
distinguishofl (General, lie t‘xplored tht‘ recently 
oaptunnl Alessines Kid^f*, hinclied outside a. 
cottapjo which a peasant w’oman insisted upon 
J^till occupying, tliough tli(' guns boomed 
around Iter, entered a towai and examinert tin* 
hue show of enemy guns just cajitured by th«* 
Knglish, the Australians, and tlu^ Xtav Zl•aland 
troops, and was hcMirtily wtJcoined ])y tlie AFayor 
and his Council and the wholi* pojiulation. 


[ 0 //,( in} n I'lt, 

IN PEUONNIL 

On July 11, in eompanx' with Sir llenry 
Horne, t]i(» King \a'sit«*jl t h«‘ famous \’iniy 
Kidg(‘ ; and at aiLotlua* time In* hi‘ld a ri'view 
of thos<‘ t ri'ineialpus ia*w^ inslruna'iits of lialtle, 
I lie 'Tanks. Afterwai'ds (‘ana* a wisit to t ho King 
ot the I5elgia.ns, with aeroplaia's for guides and 
guards, and to t hat st range, fanf a, st ic out come 
of the war, a cfnHftnJhHfr fa<*tor\', wJa'n* wen^ 
woven “ till* robes of dec(*pt ion for t he h<*uilder- 
meiit of tla* l5och(‘.'’ \ er\' different experi- 

ence's till(‘d the next two <la.\’s a. visit across 
1 la' Ancr<* to the formidable 'Thifpval, which 
had cost tla' liv'cs of so many I'lstei-mcn in 
lOlti, and which, after many vicissitudes and 
much mort' bloodshed, was ia)\\ again ours ; 
and allot her trip jiast Martinf)uich aial I)e|\ille 
W'ood to that. monuna*nf of (lerman harhari.sm, 
onc<' la'autiful IN'ronne. “ Kran<'<*'s Hay " - 

July 14 followed, and tliis the King spent in 
xisiting a hospital, full of T'r<*nch wounded, at. 
a giX'at S(‘a-[)ort, and in once mon* telling the 
sufTerers what- admiration he felt for them, 
their h'llows, and their country. 

lmna‘diat(‘ly aftei* his return from T'ranco 
tla* King took a step wiiich gave* int(*nso 
satisfaction n«>t. unly to liis armies, but to his 
inillions of subji'cts througJiout the Krnpiro 
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At a meeting of the Privy Council, to which 
Dominion MiniHttTs as w’cll as the Duke of 
( ’onnaught, the Archbishop of (Canterbury, the 
Lord Chancellor, the Prime Minister, Cord 
(yurzon, Lord KoseVjery and oth(*rs laid been 
summoned, His Majesty signed a Pro<;lania1ion 
announcing that for the futun^ the Royal 
Ifouse ancl Family should be known as “ ef 
VV^indsor,” and reliiMpushing and discontinuing 



[Official photaiirapk. 

THE KING CHATTING WITH MEN 
WOUNDED IN THE GERMAN OFFEN- 
SIVE. 1918. 

The use of all German titles. 'Fhe text of the 
Proclamation was as follows * 

Hv THK KIN(L 
A PROtLAMAriOX 

Dkclarino that thi<: Namh of AVinosoh is 
TO HK Ror^'k hv Mis Royal Mousk ano 

F'AMrnV AND RlCLlNQUlSHINt; THH V SVl OF 

All (jKRman 'FitIvKs and Dhjnitiks. 
a/io/unc R.i. 

W MRRKAS Me, Imving taken into con- 
sidt'ratioii tlu> Naint' and 'Title of Our 
Royal Mouse and F'ainily, have determined 
that henceforth Our Mouse and Family shall 
be styled and known as the Mouse and Family 
of Windsor : 

And whereas AVe have further determined 
for Ourselves aiul for and on behalf of Our 
descendants and all other the descendants of 


Our Grandmother Queen Victoria of blessed 
and glorious memory to relinquish and dis. 
continue the use of all German Titles and 
Dignities : 

And w'hereas We have tieclared these Gui- 
de terminations in Our Privy Council ; 

Now, therefore. We, out of our Royal M’ill 
and Authority, do hereby dc^clare and announce 
that as from the date of this Our Royal Pro- 
clamation Our Mouse an<i Family shall be 
stylefl and krujwn as the Mouse and Family of 
Windsor, and that all the descendants in the 
male line of (3ur sai^l (iraridmother Queen 
Victoria who are subjects of these Realms, 
other than hunalc! descendants who may marry 
or may hav^e married, shall bear the said Name 
of Wintlsor : 

Anti do h<'rt‘by fuithcr (U^clarc and announct- 
that W'e for ("lurselves and for and on behalf 
of Our tic'seendants and all other the dt\scen- 
dants of Our said ( irandmother Quec'u V^icloria 
who arc^ subji'cts of these Realms, relinquish 
and enjoin the discontinuance of the use of tlu' 
Degrees, Styles, Dignities, Titles and Honours 
of Dukes and Duch(‘sses of Saxony and J^rinces 
and Princesses of Saxe-( ’oburg and (Jotha, and 
all other (German Degret^s, Styles, Dignities, 
Titles, Honours and Appellations to Us or to 
th<*m hen'tofore belonging or appertaining. 

Given at (^ur fV)urt at Buckhi(j}i4nn 
Palace^ this S(‘venteenth day of 
in the year of our Lord One thousand 
nine hundred and seventeen, and in 
the Eighth ye-ar of Our Reign. 

GOD savk thk king. 

The choice of the name of Windsor for the 
Royal Mouse was very popular, for Windsor, 
longer than any other royal residence, had 
been assoeiated with the fortunes and the livcM 
of the Kings and Queens of Fhigland. The 
step was inonMlemocratie than appeared outlaw 
surfa<‘e, for it meant that the male descendants 
of tht' sovereign would be commoners in flu- 
thirtl generation, with a courtesy title as the 
sons of dukes, and plain Mr. Windsor in the 
fourth generation. The. Titnes, commenting on 
the King's action, said ; 

<Vi»ios mtiy regard tlio chanpi ns a matter of in» 
importaiu-e, l>\it they are mistaken. His Majesty has 
better advised. It is not wisdom, but folly, li> 
i^ria^ri^ the influence of sentiniont on the populace. More 
than anythinjj; else it binds the Kmpire together, and the 
war has demtMistrnte<i the strenj^th ot the bond by 
proofs which no man can >zainsay or bolittlo. The 
Kin^ has known well how to >;ratify the patriotic senti- 
ment of ail the Hritish pet>ph*s which centres on the 
Crown, in this as in other things. During the earlier 
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part of Queen Victoria* reij^n, after her ii)arria^»e, the 
(lennan element at court was a standing cause of irrita- 
tion among tho mass of the j>eople of this couiitry, as 
I'veryone who knows them is well aware, l^ater the 
feeling, once acute, abated, and during King Edwanl’s 
r»*ign it died down. It w'as not a personal feeling against 
inenibers of the Royal Family, who w’erc, aiul are, 
{topular, but due to an instinctive dislike t»f Teutonisin ; 
.\nd who shall say now that it w'Os not justifieil t By 
his hist act King George has expunged the memory of 
it, and therein he has done wisely. 

Wo now oomo to tho yoni* 1918, orowtlt'd 
boyoiid all precedent witli events of hig;h import 
to tho British Kmpire, to Kiirope, and to man- 
kind. In the spring oiir armies had to snfYor 
a check which, had it not been retrieved, might 
have Jed tlie way to a disastrous end ; in 
August, as th(5 fifth year of the war was just- 
begitining, it was retrieved, and retrieved w'ith 
a vengeance, Mareli saw tlie worst set-hack 
of the Allied armies ; August, the new" attack 
c)f the forces united undtM’ th(? supreme eoiu 
maud of (Jleneral Foeh, earryiug out with su- 
pr(‘iue success the plan of that great st rat (‘gist, 
and driving back tho oiu‘my from point to point, 
from river to river, from line to line ! Tho King 
was eager to share both his Army's temporary 
failure and its success. W'ith even more 
secrecy than ii ?ual, ho slipped across the Chaniad 
in tlu‘ last. w^(^(‘k of March, sfi<*rit (avo days upon 


his cheering mission to Hi^adciiiartors, and 
ou his return w^rote, on March .*K), a letter to 
Field -Mar.shal Haig, which did much to keep 
lip the spirits of tlu' soldiers and the pt^ople 
at home. Ft expressed thi^ King's gratitude 
for “ the skilful, imsw’(‘rviiig manner in which 
tho formidable attack liad Ix'iai, and still was, 
dealt with," and it procccxled : 

“ 'Phough for th(* mouuMit our troops have 
bet'll obliged by sht'c'r weight of uiimbers 
to give somc^ ground, t h(‘ impression loft 
on my mind is t-haf no Army (*ould in 
ht'tU'r heart, braver, or more confident, 
than that w’hieh you have tlx' lionour to 
command. 

“ Anyone privileged <o share tlx'se experi- 
ences would feel with na^ proud of the British 
ra<*e and of that iineoiKjiK'rahli^ spirit which 
w’ill, ])lea.s(> (k>d, bring us through our prt'st'ut 
trials. 

“We at home musl iiisun^ that the man 
power is ad(‘C[uat.ely maiutaira^d, aud that our 
workers, men and women, will eoiitiniie nobly 
to nu'et thc‘ dennands for all the nc'(‘('ssiti(‘s of 
war. 'Phiis may yon Ix' relievt'd from any 
anxi(d.y as to th(^ means hy which, wufh tlu» 
support of our faithful and brav(' Allie s, yo^r 
heroic Army shall jiisf 'fv that inspiring de- 
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I crriiiiijit ion wliifli \ «li 

Frinks. 

‘‘ Mclicvc im*, very sinccFi ly yours, 

(Si^^nufl) (Ji^DKCK K.l." 

On »liily H faun* tJic happy augury of flu* 
Koyal Silvor Woddiiijj; Day. mail:(‘d hy a «^rrat 
j'al in th<* (diildliall. and I hr dcli\i*ry l)y 

I I is Majrst y of a spii it(‘d and <‘onhdc!it sprocli. 

A month lutur Ih'-n* follo\\«*d thr Anulo 

attack of A'i}zu.-.t S; three da\s l)i t<)re 
it was delivered the Kine \\a'« oni-e more in 
I*'ratiee, de'<tt ined to w it ne-.'-, t lie glorious »)penine 
and tin* iinniistakahle promise oi .sueees--.. 'I'lie 
letti-r w hii h he sent to Sir Dout^las llaifx 
lie fore ret urn mu <lo<*ument <»f miieli inter(‘s(, 
show mu »iot (Mily t he Kinu s <*nnhdenee, hut tiie. 
thorouuh wav' in u hieh lie turned tliesc* xur^ils 
into tours of inspetion of the hiuh<‘st xalm*. 
Ou the one sicle he (‘oiumeuded the tiuhtiiiu 
h»ree as a w liok*, a.nd i‘.\press«‘d the jiridc* and 
veneraf i«>n ” w'hieli he felt towards the men 
on whom he laid hestowi'd t he \’iet oria ( 'rosses ; 
on the other, he U‘ive his hiuk approval to 
I )epart ni(‘nt s so various as the l^'orestry Depart- 
ment, the hospitals, tliose v\ ho ea.n‘d foi* tin* 
horses and iimk's, the oru^>ni/,<*rs of play and 
relaxation, and the ehaplains of all denomina- 
tions. iVnd with the liuhtinu fori'e he naturall\' 
Uroupeil “the t iMuspoiM services hv laial and 
sea, and those vast indust ri<‘s in which tin* 
men and w'omen at home maintain the supplies 
of foo(l aial iiiuuitious of war. 

This laiiiu-^ to III-. Majestv's action with 
reuard to the munition woil<^. It is a trui-m 
to say that if iin'ii are tin* iirsl nei*essity of a 
modern arm\, food and munitions run a e|os<' 
ra<‘e for tin* second place; and with r<'!jr;ird to 
munitions, tin* way in wliieli l^nuland met the 
tremendous demand vxill I'vt'r In* riui>tl\ re 
uarded as a souret* of national pride. 'The 
wonderful story of the development »»f tin- 
niunitmns imhistnes, from the .v.prmu <’t I !M 
on w arils, has been fully told in earlier ehapter.s.* 

d’ln* Kinu. miuht have been expected, 
realized from earlv in I'.Mo tin* imnn-nst* 
importance of munit ions, and did liis best b\' 
I'onstant v isits to dilTerent w oi ks to eneouraue 
both the w oi*kei*s and their <*mplnver.-.. l*Kt‘n 
bt'fore the war the Kinu Queen had shown 
a dt'sire to see for themselves tin* I'onditions 
ami proi'esses of some of the industries of the 
eoLuilrv. ami the\' had ehanu***! the 

Court idea of the [lurposc* and prouramme of a. 

• See e^peeially V., Cli.ipler Xt’III.. Jiiid \'el. X., 

r iiptei- I’L.XI 1. 


Royal visit. Jt is doubtful whet Jior wo shall ev er 
return aeaiii to thi* stiff, solemn and eereinoninl 
oeeasions which serv ed to brinu l^he people ami 
tlu'ir monarch into contact in the days of 
QueiMi Victoria and even of King Edward \dl. 
The event was usually a stone-laying <*eremon\ 
or tile formal opening of a public buildinu : 
|)ondt‘rous addri*sses of welcome wc'n* read and 
there were drives through streets carefullv 
barric*aded to k(H*|) the loyal citizens at a ])ropi>r 
distanci'. ]\Iuch money, pubiii* and private, 
was spc'ut on bunting, Nd'netian pides and 
triumphal arclu's, and, so that th(*re might be 
a show, many peo|jle rode in o}j(*n carriage-, 
in a pro(*ession. 'J'hen* was a%nounted militarv 
band, a sov'ereign's escort of Life (luards, and 
a State landau ilrawn by six; horses to c*ariv 
the Royal visitors. King ( k'orge and Qmeu 
.Mary with thc'ir simple, di inocratic ways laid 
no taste for display of this kind, and the type 
of royal tom* they had begun to dcw^elop in the 
early years of tiu'ir reign i(*diic*(Ml formalitv' 
and circumsta.m*(‘ to a minimum and brought 
them into ri’ally (*lose touch with the <'V'(‘ryday 
liv'es and toil of tliousamls of th(‘ir sul)jt'i*ts. 

'Tin* methods and di'tails of tliese visits 
needl'd little further siiujililicat ion to fit tiuin 
for days of war wlien their usi fulm'ss suddenly 
b(*ca.tm* of national importance. So far a^ 
experience could sugge?.t altei-at ions t h<‘ changes 
took on the form of cut t ing red t ape, am 1 bring- 
ing the King in! o personal cont ail with as manv 
of the workers and their trade union k'adei". 
as possibk'. Some of the tours umk'rtaki'ii in 
I ill 7 ami this were delightful in th(‘ir uncon- 
vc*ntional ineidmits and their entire fri'edom 
from stiltt*<l ceremony'. The writer saw th(*ir 
.Majesties walk along the nariovv cobliled 
sti'i'ets of a Nort h (‘ount rv' town w it h an i-xciti'd 
chet'ring tdirong men, women and children 
pressing on thi'ii* liei'is and almost jogging tiu'ir 
elbows; pass down lanes of w oikpi'ople in 
factories where hundreils of hands could have 
touched them as they' wi‘nl by^ ; and shouldei* 
a way* among a boisterously and embarrassingly' 
loyal crowd i>f lish porters on tlu* <|ua.y at 
( Jrimsbv'. 

On April 'MK llMo, the King, with Lord 
Kitchen'*!*, v isitc'd tin* ( Jovt'rnmeut Small 
Arms work at Enfii'ld and at W altham Abbey' 
and spoke to sevi'ral of the workmen as lui 
went through tlu* factories; 10 (Uiys later 
he was at Portsmouth J>ocky'ard, and asked 
Sir lledworth Meux to ex[)rt'ss to the Admiral- 
Superintemlent , the heads of depait ments. 



THK TIMES HISTORY OF THE IVAR. 


127 


and the workmen in the dockyards his appro- 
oiation of the part wliieh “ by their dinOtion 
to duty they wert^ takin^j in maintainiin^ 
the strength and ettieieney of Mis Majesty's 
Fleet ” In this way there b(‘gan a series of 
tom’s whieli may ]>e said to have oeenpit'd 
almost tin; whole summer. On May 17 tlu' 
King went to t he 01\ do, wh(*re lie reetax (‘d wit li 
great sat shift ion a resolution unanimously 
passtal by the workmen (‘inploytal by the 
b\iirfield Shipbuilding and bhigint‘ering Finn- 
pany expressing tlioir d(‘t(‘rmination to put 


While Mis Maj»'sty's rt*(*t‘ption was e\'t'r\' where* 
cordial, the shipwrights and munition workers 
at Ma-rrow \\’(‘re |)erliaps the most (mU hiisiast ie 
of all. In duly t lu' King went to Ooxentry 
and the Hirminghaui district, \s lu‘r(‘ he saw a 
\ariety of (^perat itais. Mis rouiul iii<‘ludt‘d such 
<'sl ablishn lent s as | hosi* nt tJie Ihrminghaju 
Small Arms (’o., the \\’oIsele\ Motoi’ (’o., and 
Kynoehs, w heri‘ Mi'. Ai'thur ( diamlxa’lain 
showed Jiim tin* malving ot‘ (piiek -tiring IS- 
pounder slu'lls, the capping of cartridge <ases, 
and the ])aeking of eartridgt\s. Me heard with 



WOMKN WORKERS' HOMAOH TO TMH KINt; AND UUHEN ON IHH OCCASION 
OF THFIR SILVER WHDDINi;, JUNK 29, 191«. 

The scene in the Oaadran^Ie at Huckinjtlmm Palace. 


forth their Ix'st efforts to turn out as enieiently 
and ra])idl\' as possibh* t Ik^ ( Jov<*rniuent work 
entrusti'd to them. In it'ply to th<‘ resohiticai 
Mis Majesty said that it wouhl indeed b(‘ a 
lia.ppy faiteona* to his v isit if it had in any way 
t'ondileed to this expression of pati'iotie resnive. 
From tliet^ vde the King passed on t o 'rv neside, 
when* he went ov er t h(‘ W'allseml Slipvx ay a-inl 
engineering ('ompany’s works, and other 
shipyards and arnaiment works. 'I’ln* tcau' was 
then (‘arried to Marrow', where the visit was 
nanarkable for tlu^ long exjuversatitms V}<'tw<*<‘n 
the King and the workmen, some of wliom ha<l 
b('en in the same occupation for over lb years. 


inti'i'est that the (inn w as lanploying four t imes 
as many m«‘n and VNoinen as lll‘•y v\er(* 12 
months previoM^^lv' and that tin* output v\as 
six tiiiM’s greater, 'rin-n* were about S,n(M> 
vvorkpi'oph* on t h«‘ grcanal dining the Itoyal 
v'i.sit. At tlie works of flu* .M<*1 ropolitan 
( ^i.rriage, \\ agon and b’inanee ( 'ompanv'. Salt h y, 
the King made a short speech in which he sai<l 
he had not come to ei'itiei'/.e but to sh(»w his 
interest in the count rv s ettort to mt'cl lli(i 
hi’av'y denuinds for 1 h(‘ na'ans of carrying on 
tie* war. He fully appreeiat<‘d 1 la- eviikait- 
ziail and cheerfulness vsith which the hands 
were working, and he v\ as eonfident that tin? 
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THE KINO’S VISIT TO THE CLYDE: THE ENGINE ROOM AT MESSRS. ROWAN’S 

WORKS. 


output would b(» incnMisrd and that IIkto woidd 
bo but ofi(^ c<*rta.in rt'sult victory. 

Very similar w<*ro His Majesty’s oxpcricnc<*s iu 
Yorksliiro at tho cud of SepUanbor, 1915 : they 
in(‘lud(Ml visits to munition works, to hospitals, 
and to LimmI.s l^nivcrsity, where the utility of 
hi^h sci<*iitifi<! instruction in war-tina' was 
brought homo by tho sight of u ilemonstrat ion 
of tlu^ use of poison gas in warfare. At Slud- 
fit'ld his (aitertainment' was varied, for at one 
of tho gn'at works His Majesty lin'd from the 
experimental rangi^ an armour-pit'rcing shell 
against hard-faced armour, which it pierced 
very satisfa(*torily. 

During 19l() tho King saw little of tho muni- 
tion works, being doubthvss well satislit'd with 
the n'ports that he constantly received as to 
(lu'ir Tineoasing activity. Hut in 1917 ho was 
again busily inspecting factorit's of all kinds^ 
both in Kngland ami Setdland. On all tours 
during tho last two years t>f the wai* nt'wspapt'r 
correspondents were given facilities to ac'coin- 
pany the King, and this led to the piddic 
loiirning how warm was tho weleonif* every- 
where extemliMl to His Majc.sty, how close tho 
interest evinced by tho King in the processes 
he was shown, and how wishful ho was to talk 
with tho workei'sat their latho.s, their furnaces. 


and their toil in the shipbuilding yards. Haid- 
hamlcd rivt'tters, engineers working unheard-o 
hours of c)vertime, wouH'ii shell fillers, and 
even gi*imy boys got an entir(*ly new conception 
of their Sovt'reigji whc*n he came* among them, 
'rhey <liscov(M*cd that tlu' King was very 
human, cagc*r to leairi from workmen as well 
as from managc*rs, cht'crful and j>leasant 
without being condescending, and above alV 
that he was without a trace of the stiffness and 
arrogance asscx'iated with the idea, of militarLsm. 
The setpu'ncc* of tours began in May with a 
round which covered ('hestt‘r, some works in 
Flintshire, taking in Ha warden on the way, 
the great shipbuilding yards at Hirkeiihead, 
a trip on the Mersey, Maiudit^ster and Liverpool, 
then a second visit to Hari’ow, and finally 
Carlisle and (Iretna, where a gretit new 
munitions factory sprawled over land which 
before the war was open country. Kvery- 
where th(*ir ^lajestit's w<*re deeply impressed 
with the extent and variety of the now orgaiiiza- 
tidn of industries, and for thefinst time, perhaps, 
they wen* able to realizes how remarkable a 
part women had come to play in war work. 

At an extensive explosives factory, which 
in less than two years had sju-ung up on the 
borders of Wales, they saw 3,000 women and 
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girls engaged in the production of T.N.T. 
and in the conversion of cotton waste into gun- 
cotton. The welcome given to the King and 
Queen was spontaneous and exuberant. Hun- 
dreds of trousered young women, some in 
brown, with brown or scarlet caps and belts, 
some in cream, with white caps, some in khaki, 
surged blithely along in the wake of the Royal 
visitors as they passed through the chain of 
biiildings, and an attempt by works olheials 
to stem the merry rush was quite unavailing. 
At Gretna they found tliat of the 
operatives aiul staff workers then enqdoyed 
the number wus afterwaiils iiicr(uxs<Ml — -nearly 
10,000 were women. Here again eiitinisitistn 
ran high. At Liverpool the King wat(‘htMl 
500 women at the lathe, converting rough 
forgings into carefully tested shell Inxlies, 
while the Queen was visiting an explosive's 
factory largely staffed by women. On the 
same <lay, as though to show the world -<‘xt('nt 
of the war, the King had been to the (k><*ks, 
visited two American armed liners and talked 
to the gunners gathered in the sterns of thc‘ 
vessels. During the visit to Rairow thc*ir 
Majesties noticed a change highly significant 
of the times we lived in : what had been two 
years bt*fore a private park had been covered 


by a huge howitzer shop, wherein were big 
naval guns, turbines, heaps of shells, torpedoes, 
and a hundred other of the deadly instruments 
of modern war. From iho North-west the 
King and Queen returned to L<^)iuh)n, ami the 
next day they paid an improiuptu visit to a 
fuse factory in onci of the suburbs, quite newly 
installe<l, and Vleverly and cfliciently worked 
in several of its departments by women ami 
girls. 

Three weeks later theii* Majt'sties started for 
the north-east coast to inspi'ct anotht'r branch 
t>f the country’s industries, and more I'speeially 
the shipbuilding yards. I’nresf rict(‘d and rutli- 
less submarine warfare at this j)eriod was 
reducing our nu'rcanfile marine to an extent 
the danger of which was known to the Govt'rn- 
ment but- which the' public had searc*cly graspinl. 
'file King and Qu(*en saw staiicthing of tlu^ 
tireless energy, ungrudging toil, aial witlespn^ul 
activity v\ hic*h was gi\ ing us new ships to sc't 
against, at any rate, a part of our losses on the 
seas. Ghalked in large yellow letters on 
the partly-built Inill of a cai’go boat in a 
VV'earside yard which the King visibid ho 
saw the words, “ \Ve will deliver the ships ” 
'Pho messagt? was miMint as a promise to ho 
fulfilled. 
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During this tour tho King had an informal 
walk tliroiigh tljo str<‘«*ts. Their ^lajesties 
had made a journey up th(i 'l%*es on a steam 
Ing, and for miles had h(u*n getting glimpses 
of the. romanet* of an industrial lix^'r. 'I'hey 
harl sf‘en smoke pouring from a lnindr<Ml 
stai-ks, tlie fier<‘e light of furnaces, piles ol 
pig-iron, weal lua -heaten ships in dock, new 
ships cleanly paint4‘d, an<l the gaunt slo'letons 
of ships re4‘ently begun. 'TlM-y landcMi at th<‘ 
Stockton ( 'orpoi'Jil ion (^)uay. I' rom the (juay 
a stre<‘t sti'iking sl<‘<‘ply up th<‘ hillsidt* wa.*-^ 
|)au'k<‘<l uilh eliei ring m<‘n <md wona*n. Motor- 
<*iirs w<‘i<‘ awiiifiiig (Iw arrixad of the* tug, 
but the Mo\{d paity eh<»s«* to Widk to the 
shipbuikling \aid t h<‘\ to \ isit. As 

the King iUid (.,)ue4ii passed through old- 
htshioned 1 horougl ifai r(‘s the p<‘opl(‘ ga,v<* tlaan 
ai rousing I'cei'pt ion. (’liildi iMi in bright 
clean pimdOrM's wiixi'd tiny (kigs an<l strjiim*d 
tiM'ir \oie<>s to s\n’ 4‘1I the \ohurie of th<*ii* 
gie<‘ting. Oil the pa\'eim‘uts, in the chior- 
ways, aial at. upper wiialows \N'omen ehe<a‘<‘d 
hi'arlily. Ilun<ln*ds of piMipk* tell in behind 
tin* olheiad paxrty an<l elu‘<‘red and eh'M‘r<Ml agiiin 
as they liurrii'd ailong. Tho inei<lent wais im- 
mensely popular. Kour rixcMs \N<‘re iia'Iuded 


ill tho programme of a five days’ tour — tho 
"ree.s, the Wear, the Tyne and the Humber, 
and tlu^ W4)rk the visitors went through may be 
gatliered by the fact ttiat on the first day tlu\y 
inspc‘cte<l 11 bu.sy establisliments in Middles- 
brough, Stockton and West Hartlepool. To 
anyone possesscfl of Uvss mechanical knowledge* 
and a less retentive, memory than the King 
such a task woukl have b(‘en impossible or 
usel(\ss, but Ills Majesty had a minute* 
knowledgi* of t‘vei*y engine* of war, and his 
memory for these things, like? his memory for 
the iletails of })attles and positions of regiments, 
was (‘xtraordinary. The* (experience on tlu? 
north-east* coast was jiractically r(*[)eatt‘d 
three* months late'r, whe'u tin* King paiel a long 
visit to the^ Clyde and saw with niue*h satisfac- 
tion the gre'at improve*nie‘nt tlwit- hiid takeai 
plaeH* in the* epianlity ejf tlie* shi[>-building work 
e.lone* in the W’est of Scotiemd. Meeint ime, 
whik* the* King was <‘xple»ring this important 
i-egion, the* (^ue*e*n and Prinee*ss Mary we'iil to 
Ce)ve‘ntry, where* the* work had not bee?n as 
uninte‘rruple*d eis it might have be*e*n ; eind there* 
siiw many of the* lO.tMH) \\(>me'n and girls \\’he> 
we‘ro e*mple)ye?d in the? a,e're»]>lane* anel e)the*r fae- 
torie's. Similarly, in Oeteehe*!’, the* Koyal lad os 



THE ROYAL TOUR OF THE NORTH-EAST COAST. 
Inspecting Munition Girls ot Stockton. 
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THE KING AT NEWCASTLE: IN AN ARMAMENT FACTORY. 


rnjuh' n c*iir<*ful in.s|)<vt ion of t ho (‘(juipinoiit 
an<l stoiTs at Woolwioli, and of tiu' imihitudt* 
of woiiUMi who sorted and ston'd them. 

Some visits to other ])lares during 1 lie c*on - 
elndinp: montlis of MH 7 ])ro\'i<U‘d tla'ir Maj<*sti«*s 
with ((iiite lunv ('X|)(‘rieiiees. At Hrist ol, for 
<‘xam|)I(', l)(*sides \ai-ions sliell faetoric's, tliey 
Meiit to see th(* buildings \\ hen* ‘‘ sm<»kes " 
W(‘re inaiie for th<^ front. Half an hour was 
spent in an atmosphen* fragrant with the s»*»*iil. 
of fine Virginia leaf, and ])eoph* w<*re 

s(‘en at work making and packing eigar-ettes 
anti jiifH^ tobacco. Jn the Woodbine mom - 
the factory was that of M(?ssi*s. Wills a few 
minutes were jiassed watching machint's throw- 
ing out cigari'ttes at a spei'd of 10 to t lu? sectind, 
with sharp-eyed girls standing liy to detect any 
faulty deliveiy. In other long clean rooms the 
visitors wt*re shown l(‘af tobacco pouring from 
shoots into cutting machines, “ much as 
trusses of corn are d<*vouri'<l }>y thri'shing 
machines at a fai’in,” and saw men handle the 
c ut leaf with forks as th(‘y miglit pitch Jiay on 
a stack. Their ^lajestic's wc*re chc(*r<*d all 
through the works, and the Quc'cn oftc'n spoke 
to the girls at the benches. Scjiia* rnik's away 
nu»re liundr<*ds of “ the invading sc'X wc*n* 


busy working at acroplaiM's, and working 
uncommonly w(*ll. 'khi'st* also the Koyal party 
witn(‘ss('d, and t lu‘n passed on to Hath, where 
“ for t hi* lirst t ime in 2(M) years, if local hist orians 
are eiirreet, a r(*igning King of taigland drank 
t he wat CIS in t he ( I rand Hump Koom.” It was 
natural that the King and t^)neen should first 
satisfy their curiosity as to the details of Hath 
as a water-cure; but after a short time they 
had to go off to the neighboniing st eel foundries 
and rubber works so all -peivading ai*e the 
needs of war. Xor were thesr the last, engage- 
mc*nls of the yi'a.**, for* later*, in No\ ember*, a. 
dei'ply interesting \'isil was paid to the National 
I^hysical Labor*atoiy at 'reddington, w here Sir* 
Richard ( da/.ebr*o(»k shewed his Ma jest y such 
])r*occ*sscs as the minute setting of the gariges 
of shells and similar* oper rilions. f'Jsew her e a 
liltk* later his Maj<*sfy went down to see a \jrst 
tcait facfor*y, tents being a prime necessity to 
ai’inies like onr*s that, were fighting all over* tire 
world in (wnry climate ; and her*e the King 
wiis s])ecially interested to see the pi*ovision ol 
a strange new d(*\ i<*e tliat the erc*mies’ methods 
had im|)osed upon us the making of gas masks 
for horsi*s. 

Idle year 10 1 S w ns also rnai ki'd by a number 
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of tours of the saino kitif]. At the end of 
February eain(< a v'isit by the King to Ifarwieh, 
rsjxH-ially to a \ast nuinlnir of a\ixiliai*y 
whil(? on the sanu* day the Qii(*en with the 
JVinee (»f \\’al(*.s and tlu^ Prinec*sH Mary (ixplored 
tlu^ jjondon doek.s, cliit'fly to sec' for t li<*mselv<*s 
thc‘ huge* stores of giain and the* [)ro(*esses of 
unloading it. 

'Idle Itoyal family took a dc*f*p interc*st in t lie 
food (pn'stion \\hi<*li during the* \\inlc*r liad 



THE KIN(; AT LINCOLN. 

I'akes n trip in n I'onk. 

giv<*ii Jjord Uhondda vc'i’v acute* problcans to 
solve. X’oluntaiy food c'conomy was practiM'd 
in the* Hoyal housc'licjld from the* day wh<*n tlic' 
ncM'd for it was lirst urged by the* Food Con- 
troller, and w he'll e’ompulstuy ratie>ning of 
meat, sugar a <1 fats was int lecduce'd the* King 
anel t^tuc'en lik ■ the' humbic'st e)f t h«‘ir sub jeel s, 
iiad the'ir ration c'aiels and lixed strie*tly witliin 
the* allow’aiu'c' of fooel pc'nnitted by the* cards. 
On several oeeasions tlu'\’ \isite’d towns asso- 
eiatc'd with the* ftcod supplie*s of the* e*ountr\’- 
At Ke'ading the'v .'^aw the manufaeture of 
biscuits at Mc'ssrs. Huntley A' Palmc'r's works 
and the pae*king and distribution of xegetabk* 
sc'c'ds by the' tirm of Sutton A’ Sons. TIu* King, 
like* the* (Jue't'n, spent hours ge)ing round the* 
fe)od ware'liouse's of the* London Docks. During 
a tour through Liiu*e>lnshire tlu*ir Meijestie's 
we'iit to the* tish docks at (himsby, wlu*n* they 
saw lish being slung in baskc'ts from trawlers 
to the* cpiay. iind long line's of eoel. plaiet*. 
whiting and turbot e'X]X)se*d for aue‘tie)n in the* 
slu'ds. As they walke'd tlire^ugh the doc ks the 
King and Qnec'U wc'te almost hemiiu'c] in by 
crow els of elu't'iing lish workt'rs. lait they took 


the })uffotirig and inconvenience with tlx* 
greatest goeixl liuinour. The visit to raneoln 
shire was unusually interesting and vaiied in 
its prejgramnie. fn one day the Royal party 
walked through busy we^rksliops noisy with the 
clang of hammers, and stood in the silent 
cloisters of Lincoln’s noble cathe.*elral ; saw^ the* 
shaping of machinery of war and passc'd 
through the^ wards e>f a sailitary liejspital ; the* 
King held in his hand an ancie'iit sw’ord giver 
te> Lincoln by Kichard 11. and late*!* leioked on 
inveaitions which three yt'ars earlier had not 
be'C'ii thejught about. Linc'oln was the^ birth- 
pkicc* <jf the* '^ranks, jinel the’ir Maj(\sti«\s sawMhc 
manufac't lire of thc'sc' monsti'rs and w^atclied 
thean manecuvre anel gambol over a testing 
groeind. The King added an unscheduled item 
to the pi-ogramme* by taking a trip inside* one* 
of thc^ machine's. The? ride* iiK'liided a fe*ai*som(* 
plunge* into the* ‘‘ 1 1 ind(*nburg Ti-eneh,” I’c- 
garded as the* steinc’st tc'st in the tiials tej which 
Tanks w'ci'c' [)ut. It had not Ikh’u intc'iided that 
the* tre’iich should Ik* nc'gejtiatc'd with t hc^ 
So\'<‘reign as passc’ngc*!*, but the^ King himsc^lf 
dirc'<*te*d the* ('ourse* and ])icke*d out all the* 
stc*c*p<*st places foi* inclusion in tla^ trip. 

The* tour* e*le)se‘d with a visit to a v'ast ru'w*^ 
acroditane* whe're* Lrinc*c* Albe'rt was scaving as 
a Laptain in the' Royal Air For*ce. 

The* next tour, which ])re>\'ed tc'i he the* last 
of its kind be'forc' the* achic'ving of vu’etory in 
the* war, was to the* AN’e'st Riding of Voikshirce, 
w he*re* thrc'e* busy days were* di\ ide'd among the? 
greai]) of towns whe're cloth is madc^ ; towns 
which saw in the' war an almost gre'ate?!* 
transformation of their industry tlmn be*tVll 
any othe'is thr-oughout the* c*ount ry. In the 
diiys of pc'acc* the Army useal lc*ss than one^ 
per cent, of the woe>l manufacturc'd at Rraelfoi'd, 
Leeds, anel the* ne*ighbouring place's ; ufte*r 
thrc’e years of war the* purchases of e*Joth by 
Hie* War OiHie't* hael rcaclied the^ colossal tigiire* 
e)f Lt*>Ot>,t)t)0,0()() ]>ounds' we'ight, of the value? 
of meue* than a hundreel millieins ste*rling ; the? 
cleeth coining largi'ly from this district, altheaigh 
of e'oursc' a gre'at e!e*al was prejvddcd by Sceitland, 
Llste*r, and the Knglisli Alidlands. Again tho^ 
King and Quc'c'ii feiund a large* part of the* w*e>rk 
done* by wome'ii anel girls, said to ameiunt to 
fpiite* til per cc'iit. of the workers; and these 
^’orkshire* women, whose? musical veuces are^ 
famous, e*nliv'c*neel the* Royal visit with songs 
instc'ad of cheers. Thc*re was much talk 
betvve'en his Majesty and the* manage'i’s about 
stanelardizing the quality of the cloth, and at 
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Loeds the King bought a length of standard 
cloth for his own use. 

The intense interest vvhieh King CJeorge had 
alwjiys taken in the Royal Navy was hasetl, so 
to speak, on natural and personal as \v(‘U as on 
public grounds. With the b'leet h(‘ was din'ctly 
associated from boyhood, and ho was in t he most 
literal sense what oifly two of his modern 
predecessors had b(M*n, a Sailor King. He 
enttu'ed t he Navy as a la<I of t hirtc'en, a.nd went 
up stt^adily through all ranks until, in 111(17, 
he was made an Admiral. This would not hav<‘ 
b(H*n possible had he been his fallier's eldt‘s( 
son, for the Ihn'r-.Apparent tr) the Tlirota* must 
be prcpariMi fm* still higher duties and trained 
to a praetieal understan<ling <»f yet wjdi‘r 
interests, i^ut Prince (ieorg(* was a second 
son, and it was o*dy aft<a’ the death of his 
brother in 181)2 that h(‘ eaine into the lin<‘ of 
djn'ct. suect'ssion to tlie Tlirone. Hene(‘forth 
h(^ had to prepare hims('lf for larg(*r r<‘sponsi- 
])ilities ; and yet it was many years bc‘for(‘ 
ho ceaseil to make long f^ca Noyages and <‘V(‘n 
to comnuuKi ships. In the mano'uvres <d’ I Slt2 


he commanded the cruiser Mclamt>us. Six 
years afterwards he took the Prescent on a 
special cruise. Aluch later ht* hoisted his fh^g 
in the lndomitabl(\ and t(H>k her across the 
Athmtie for a visit to Panada, tliat b(*ing t.h(» 
voyage dui’ing whieli, according to an olheia’s 
story reporti‘d in 77u* 'rimes of that date : 
“ W'e all took a turn in tlie stokehole, including 
the Prine<‘ of W ales, who thi<*\\’ in six shovt'lfuls 
for lut'k." 'This aiu'cdote illustrates what is 
provt'd by abundant (‘\'i«lenee on ail ^^ides 
that througliout his !ia\'al (*artH‘r the Prin<*e 
madt‘ hims(‘lf and proved himself a thorough 
sailt>r, knowing his work in e\i‘ry <letail, 
♦‘iijoying it, and <l(‘\’e|(»])ing more and moie 
thosi' tpialities of good (•ompa nionship for 
w hich naval men have always ])t*en r(‘markabk‘. 

'Phis was an exeelbuif training for a public 
position of any kind ; but in a mon.' spiHual 
way the Prince's h)ng (‘an^er with the Kk‘et. 
((iialitiiHl him for the gn^at position that he 
was (k‘stined to hoM. lh“ was to ruk* ov<u' the 
British banpirt‘, and it is no t^xaggerat ion to say 
that- during the thirty y<‘ars that followed 
Irs entering into the .\a\y in 1877 lie visited. 
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[Ofjii'itil I'holmjat^h. 

HIE UUEEN lNSPEC:riN(; a v.a.d. detachment on the western ekont. 


wliftln'r as a naval Mni:*(‘r nr as »v dirnc-t rnpn*- 
scntativn of t Ik* (‘mu ii, almost, t'vrry corricr of 
that lOiMpin*. As boys Ik* a.ri<l his brotlKT \\<‘iit 
rouiul the vvorM in I Ik* Ha(*cha.nt<** bccomin^^ 
juTsonal l\' a,r( jiiaiiit <•( I with (Ik* \\\*st. Jialios, 
tlio Australian ports, ^’okollama and, on thoir 
rot urn, tin* Sun/ Canal and tlu* Holy I-.and. 
Many tinios dnrin*^ tin* noxt twonty yt'ars 
Erinoo (Joor^t' niado lonir \(>\a^os, until, in 
HM) 2 , Ik* saih'd in tht* Ophir ofi a *j:roat Inip(*rial 
Mission, op(*nin.ir tho first l*arlianK*nt of tlio 
Australian ( ’ommonw oalt h. and passing to Now 
/‘aland, to South vVfrioa, and t<» Canada, and 
Now foundland. W’hon Ik* i-t*t iirnod Imnio Jio 
was oivat(*d Erinoi* of W’alos, and on that- N'c*rv 
ovtaiin^, sp(*a.Uin^ at tho (biildhall, in t ho nauK* 
of tho lOmpin*. ho a,ddrt*ss(*d his country in tho 
momorablo W’onh; : “ W'ako up, Kurland ! ” 

ddio last groat \’oyago \vhich Ik* niadi* as l*rinc*o 
of \\'al(*s was at tho end <if HMIa, wht*n ho and 
tht* Eriiu‘<‘ss paid a truly Imperial visit to t lu* 
Indian Kmj>in*. 'Thoy mado tho voyago in 
HAf.S. l<(*nown, i*s(*ortod by a s<|uadix>n of 
«-ruisors, and thoir tour and tiu* public work 
p(*rfornK*d therein m>t only deeply im[)rossod 
the Erinc«*s and people of India, but ga\ o thf* 
King that t*xa<‘t kiunvlcdgt* of Indian charac- 
ter and of ln<Iiaii problems which was of such 
i\*al s(*rvi<*e to him during tln^ (Jrcat AVar. 

'This ri'trospect may incix'ase the reader’s 
intert'st in tin* story of King Ct*4)rg(‘'s relations 
with tiK* Elt*et duriiiiz, and just before, the 


war ; but. first it may b(* wi'll to n*call hi-5 
ea.rli(*st official utt(*ranoo as King. He was 
|)roola.imed on May II, lllltl; next day he 
issued messag(*s to tin* N’a\’y, the Army and 
India. 'PIk* first intimately conc(*rns our 
subj(*cf arnl ma\' Ik'I'i* Ik* (pn»t«*d r — 

“ Marlborough Ibmse, Call Mall, S.W’. 

‘‘ If is m\' (*arnosl w ish, on suc(*(*eding to 
tin* ThroiK*, to mak(* known to Hk* Navy 
how' deeply grateful I am for its faithful 
and distinguished services r*enden*d fi> the 
late King, my belovt*d Eather, who (*ver 
showt‘d the gn'ati'st solicitude in its wa'lfa.n^ 
and t*flicienc*y. 

‘‘ hkhn*a.t(*d and trained in that Profession 
w hich t lovci so dt*arly, retirem(*nt. from activt^ 
duty has in no sense diminish(*d my f(‘(*lings 
of affection for it. Eor thirty-three yca.rs 1 
have had th»* honour of si*rving in tlie Navy, 
and such intimate part icipation in its life 
and w’ork enables me to know' how thoroughly 
T can depend nptin that spirit of loyalty 
and zealous devotitai to <luty of which the 
glorii>us liistory of our Navy is the outcome. 

“ That you will ever contiiuie to be, as 
in the ])ast, the foremost, defeniler f)f your 
Country’s honour, J know^ full well, and your 
fortunes will always be follow’ed by me w'ith 
dt‘ej) feelings of pride and aff(*ctionate interest. 

“ ( Ikorok R.T.” 

There are many demonstrations of this 
‘* pride and affectionate interest ” to bo 
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pothered from thi‘ history of tlw* noxt f«>iir 
yeai^s ; but we [)ass to a memorable date, 
just one fortnight before th(‘ <h'elaratiou 
of war. Oil that <lay, July 20, 1014, there was 
to be seen at Spit head the most marvcOlous 
^^poctacle of uav'al power, orgaiii/.atiou and 
readiness that tlu* eyes of men had ever beluJd. 
It was the largest and strongest fleet that 
had ever been eoneentrated in Hritish watc'rs ; 
a fleet of shii)s of all sizes which, having 
been for some days moored four dt^ep along 
tlu' Solent, steaiiKMl out to sea past the 
Hoyal yacht in a procession 22 miles long. 
With the ships was what was desciibed as 
an '‘imposing array of aircraft,” ]ir<ibably 
tlu^ biggest array setMi up to that time. JJie 
shi[)s sfeaint'd by at II knots, taking exactly 
two hours to pass the King ; and during that 
time his skilh'd eye could s(‘e all types of 
battleships — King Kdwards au<l Dreadnoughts, 
Ihilwarks and Majt'stics — and some fifty 
criiis(M*s, showing, like tht' bat t k'sliips, tn ery 
stage of improN'euKMit which tlu* last few 
yt'ars had madt* ; while aftei'wards, wlaai the 
Kleet laul passed, the Royal saicht mo\'<‘d 
away, taking Jlis Majesty to inspcM't a crowd 
of <lest!‘t>y(‘i*s at S(‘lsev Rill. 'Tlu* weather. 


llVy 

fhr«*atening at lirst, had cleared and b(HH>m(' 
brilliant, so that nothing interferiHl with a day 
which must liave bt^en one of purc‘ t'lijoyment 
to the King as a sailor, and of (Minfident 
satisfaction to Jn'm as head of tlu* State*. 

The war broke out, and tlu* Rh'tt began to 
work in eai'iu'st. St'ctions of it were in ('V(‘ry 
sea ; one was dt'sfiiu'd tt» have* rueh' ex- 
periiMices at first unha|)py, be'ceiuse* a we‘ak 
sepiaeli-on was met by a stremg e*ne*my force*, 
but afte*rwarels gle)rious, wlu'ii the* Kalkland 
lsle*s wipe*el e>ut the* me*mory e)f (\)re)ne*l while* 
the' mass of tlu* shif)s guarele*d our e>wn ce)asts, 
patre)lling tlu> Xeirtli Se*a e)r waiting fe)r the* 
ciu'my to ap])('ar. J'he (*nemy app(*are'el once 
in foi‘ce*, anel the Rattle' of Jutlanel fe>lle>w(*el 
e>n ^lay Jl, JlRt), with one' re*sult that was in 
its way elc'cisive?- that- the* e*ne'my witheli’t*vv te» 
his hieling-place, anel n*maine*d tlu're*. 

'The* bulk e>t om* P'k'et alse) wifhelre*w to its 
base's, the)ugh a. veist nnnibe'r e)f vi'sse'ls, 
<'S]u*e*ially e*i‘uise*rs aiul ele*stre)ye*rs, le'inaint'el 
busily e'ngagi'el e)n lh(*ir mult ifai ions ehitie*s. 
.lle*re‘, he>w’e'\’(*r, we* are* e>nly e*oiu*e‘j'ne*d with 
the* Kle*e*t» at its base's, for it was to the* biise*s 
that tho King for tlu) me)sl- pait e*ontine'd his 
v isits. Tf e)iir re*e*e>rel of the'se is bric‘fer anel 
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loKft detailed than that of Ihh visits to tho 
Army it is becauso, from the nature of the ease, 
Iho affairs of the Fleet in war-time were kept 
more soeret than those of the foret‘s on Inml. 

Accordingly, with regard to most of the 
King's visits, th(i public knowledge had to be 
<*ontin(!d to the barest facts and ‘ to those* 
Messages to tlu' Admiral in Command whicli 
His Majesty was in the habit of sending on his 
return home. For example, (‘tirly in July, Itllo, 
tlu? King wrote to A<lmiral .J(dIieo(^ to (*xpress his 
“delight” that he ha<l at last been abit* to 



THH KING INVESTING ADMIRAL 
PAKFNHAM WITH THE K.G.B. 

visit the Granrl Fleet ; that he had left it with 
fefdings of pride and admiration, that he had 
seen the gre^ater portion of the oftic'ers and 
in(*n ; and he a<l<led : “1 Finalize the* patient 
ami determined spirit with which you have 
faced long months of waiting and hoping." 
Very naturally and with pi*rf(*et sincerity the 
Admiral wrote tendering his “ nu»st profound 
thanks” for th<^ message, and adding; “ Your 
Majesty’s intimate knowletlge of tla* ftM'lings 
which pernu'ate the otlic<*rs and men of the 
K<»yal Navy will t»nable you to ap|)reciate the 
• lepth of tht*ir dt'votion, loyalty, and resfa'etful 
atTection, which feelings your Majesty's visit 
has intensities 1.” The visit in June. HHt>, was 
i'\en mon* ms'inorable, for it follows»<l close 
upon the I^attk* of .Jutland, whieli ga\t‘ His 
Maj(*sty the op[)ort unity of addressing n*pie- 
^s*ntativ(‘s of units on parade in words of <*on- 
grat Illation and consolation. 

The \*isit in June*, 1917, was kmger and 
ps^rhaps more vari<*d, and on this oeeaKsion the 
Admiralty nJaxed their veto on publicity so 
tar that they allowt*d a ‘‘ film ” of the visit tu 


be shown in all yiarts of the country. The 
spectator were introducefl into some of the 
less se(;ret mysteries of the battleships, an<l 
were delighted to make acquaintance with such 
bearers of famous names as Adrn r.il B nilty 
Aihiiiral S r Hugh Ev^jin-Thomas and Admiral 
Sir Doveton Sturdee, the victor of the Falkland 
Islands. During the visit His Majesty had 
not only passed from one great ship to another, 
and examined thc^ cruisers and destroyers, but 
he w'ont on board the Flagship of the mine- 
sw’ceping fleet and mode persf)nal acquaintance 
with the plucky fellows who, having once been 
peaceable fishernifm, now manned a v<^ssel of 
which The Times correspondent said, in d(». 
scribing the scenic : “ Now she sw^ei^ps for 

different lisli, and lier trawls are wire ro[)es, 
and not nets. She sweeps for mines and get^ 
them, and }u*r crew ari' out in gales and half 
gales, making clear (he path of the great ships 
and the litfk'. Without tliese sweepers and 
(lie men (ha( man them (he Fleet would lose 
its power of moveminit.” Kverything went 
w(*ll, and His Maj(‘s(y's telegram to Admiral 
B«*a<(y, aft(‘r (he \ isit, I'xpressed the highest 
satisfaction. As for tla* King's \ isit during 
.July, 191 S, tlu* n(*w fi‘atur(' was that it gave* 
His Majesty an opportunity of seeing, to 
list* his own words, “ the spkmtlid ships of 
the Ignited States in line with our own.’’ Hut 
besides this hi* was al)le once more to take 
special not ic*(* of inanyof (hi* oHieers and men 
who in the spring hail borne their [lart in the 
famous raid on (he Mole of Zeebrugge, an 
exploit which, it need hardly be said, had 
thrilled the King as it thrilled the whole nation, 
and \vluch he had recognized by inessag(*s of 
warm congratulation ami by the bestowal of 
honours. 

Then* came one more xisit, on the e\'e of 
perhaps the most momentous day in naval 
annals. The King, with the Queen and the 
Prince of W’ales, went to Hosyth on Novem- 
biT 20, 1918, and revi(*w(‘d the Fleet before it 
sailed to a rendezv^ous in the North Sea to 
receive the surreriiler of the finest ships of the 
(lerinan Navy. Previously, on the day the 
armistice was signed. Ft is Majesty hail sent 
through Sir Erie (leddes. the First Lord of 
the Admiralty, a stirring message* of thanks to 
the Fleet. “Now that the last and most 
formidable of our enemies has acknowleilged 
the triumph of the .Allied arms on behalf of 
right anil justice, 1 wish to express my praise 
aud thankfulness to the otheers, men, and 
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women of the Hoyal Navy and Marines, with the ironclads, and that when to the normal 

their comrades of the Fleet auxiliaries and Mer- pt'rils of the sea there wc're addt'd the perils 

eaiitile Marine, who for more than four years that came from a relentless ent'iny ariiicd with 

have kept open the seas, protected our shores, scientific device's of every kind, t‘very sailor 

and given us sah^ty. Ever since that fateful round our shores might ht' at any mona'iit 
Fourth of August, 1914, I have remained stead- called upon for acts of heroism. C\>nse(pu'ntly 

fast in my confidence that, whether fortune in the re(;ords of 1914 1918 we Iiave fre(|ut*nb 
frowned or smiled, the Hoyal Navy would once refc‘renc»\s to His Majesty's (*<in> f<>r the men of 

more prove the sure shi(4d of the British the Merchant Service, the trawlers and the 

hhnpirts in the hour of trial. Never in its fishing fleet. Let us take two particular 

history has the Royal Navy, with God's help. instancf's from the years 1 91 a and 19ir». On 



THK KING DECORATES A SEAMAN. 

On the riffht is Admiral Pakenham wearing the newly-bestowed ribbon and cross of a K.CLIL 
done greater things for us, nor better sustaine< I New N'ear's Day, lOI."), the battleship For- 

its old glories and the chivalry of tie' st*as. midable, of lo.tlOt) tons, was torf)e(lof‘d and 

With full and grat«'ful ht'arts the |)eopIes of sunk in the (.9iannel, with th<‘ loss of tidtt lives, 

t h'^ British Empire salute the VV’^hit*, the Red, Four boats were lann<’he<| from the stricken 

aiul the Blue Ensigns, and tho.se who have V'e.s.sel ; one was lost, two got safe to shon*, 

given their lives for tlv* Flag. 1 am pnuid and the hmrtli, a cutter w it fi 7d naMi, was 

to have serv’ed in th(' Navy. 1 am pronch*r reseu<*<i under inerediljle dilli^'iilties by the 

still to be its Head on this memorable day.” trawler Provi<leTn-e, of Brixharn. The fine 

A word shouki be adde<l to show’ that His eonduet and the splendid seamansliip ot tlu’ 

Majesty did not confine his intert^st to the iiiastc*r, William Pillar, aiid his enwv havt^ been 

more conspicnous fighting elements of the fully dc'serribed in this History; W'o only 

Navy. He well knew that we had a great sea- iiK'ntion th(‘m again Ix^eanst* tin* King scnit for 

faring population outside those who manned Pillar to Buekingham Palaee, f)inned on his 
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bnuist Silver for (jlalhintry, aiul 

Hiiifi to him : “I eoiigraf ulat<* you iuf>st 

licuirtily upf>ii your gallant and heroic <^ondia*l. 
It is indiMMl a i^real- feat to liave sa\'ed 71 lives. 
J realize how <liHieult yniir task must have 
he<*n lM‘eaus(! I know myself liow aniuous it 
18 t<» ^ybe a \'(*sse| in a heavy i;ale." d’he 



t Sfyfuicht. 

THE PRINCE OF WALES IN 1918. 


Otlua* instanee is the tra.irieal c*ase of (^iptain 
Fryatt, who, as Mill he rememh(‘r(*d. Mas 
l)arl)arously murdered hy the ( h'rmans at the 
taid of July, llUh, Ix'eause lu* had did’endt'd 
liis ship, a merchant vt'ssvl, a^>^ainst the attack 
of a submarine. 'Flic Kiim, fully sliarin^ the 
iiulignat i<»n of t lu' whole count r\ a;j:ain>t t hi- 
\ iolation j)f t ht^ rules of war, caused a lt*ttf*r to 
be writtiMi to t h»' widow dt'elarim; the ea-ptains 
act was “a n<»bl<‘ instance of thi* resource and 
st'lf -n'hanee so charaet erist ii* of tin* lMei\*antile 
Marine," and addtim that “ His Maiesty 


regarded the outrage with abhorrtuiee and thf. 
<leO[>est indignation.*’ 

Ihdore leaving the purely military and naval 
aspi'ets of the war, \\e must dwell for a moment 
upon the servie(‘s of the Royal Princes, and 
especially iif the Prince of Wales. Th,* 
Prince of Wales joined the Army very early, 
giving up with mucli regret liis last term 
at Oxford- Lord Kitchener insisted upon hi> 
completing his training, and on November 17 
he was gazetted A.T).C. to Sir John French, at 
tliat tina* in chied command. In a dispatch 
issueil in the; middlt^ of A[)ril, 1915, Sir John 
wroti* : “ H.R. H. continues to make most satis- 
factriry progress. During the Jiattle of Neiiv^* 
ChapiJIe he ach'd u[)on my (ieneral Staff as a 
J..iaison Oflicer. Rj'ports from thi* (Jemu-al 
Ollicers Commanding (kirps atid Div'isions tj» 
which he has Ixm'ii attaclu'd agrei^ in com- 
iiK'nding the th(»roughn<\ss witli whicJi he per- 
forms a.ny work tait rusted to him. 1 
myself beiai very favourably im[)n\ssc*d liy the* 
<juickness with which H.R. li. has aetjuired 
know h'dge of I hc! v arious braTi(*h('s of tin* 
servi(‘e, and th(‘ dei'p int(‘n‘st In^ has always 
<lis|)la.yed in the comfort an<l W(‘Ifare of t he 
m«'n,*’ Many opinions eijually fav'ourabk* from 
otlic(‘rs and private soldiers might b(‘ (juoted ; 
and it must ])v naiu'mben'd that it was not iirdil 
Juia* 25 of that v'<*ar that rhe I Vine*' compl(’t(‘d 
his 21st v'car. In (Ictober lie accomj)a.nii*« I 
his father in a toiii* tlirough the front, and f*<‘- 
c<*ive<l from the* hand of the Fn'iicli 1’n‘sident 
tin* ('roix d(* (bn'rre. Soon a.fterwa!‘ds, v\ hen 
home on li'a.va*, lie accepted the ( Jiairmansliip 
of the Slatulory (N)mmittej* h>r di*aling with 
Navid anil Military Pensions, and made an 
excellent, speech, ri'ported in 77n* Times of 
January IS, 1 9 Hi. Two months later, havaiig 
b(*en aiipointi'd Staff (’ai)tain on the Mediter- 
ranean Kxi)editionary Korx*e, lie arrived in 
Egypt, where hi* was enthusiastically received 
by till' Jh’itish and .\ustra,han troops; he 
pri'sently visit imI the Suez (^inal did'ences, and 
on A|)ril 28 the world heard of him riding 
through Khartum, wliere his father and mother 
had been four years bi'fore. 

During 1917 the Prince of W ales paid a visit 
to Italy, and he retuined t heie with Lord Cavan 
wht*n the important Hritish i einfori'cment.^ 
were sent out after the ('a pore! to disaster 
towards the end of the year. The Piiiu*e*s 
action at the hour of Italy's greatest trouble 
vva-. immensely appreciated. 
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During 1918 it htni luvn iiittMidcd that th»‘ 
Viiiu-e slKailil go through tin* two imaiths' 

< i>iirs(' of Highor StafT 1 raining at ( ’ainhi iilgo, 
)>n1 the military doNehipint'nts took him l)aek 
to Krane<‘, where he \\as attaelu'd for ahonl 
li\t‘ weeks to tlie ('anadian ('orjis undi'r 
(Jeneral Cmi’ie. d'lu' ('anadians wore as de- 
lighted with lu’m as lie was with tluin. With 
the Canadians lu' entere<i Lille. 'I'lu* termina- 
t ion of t ht' light ing delayed t he fuliihnent t>f tin* 
plantliat the Prince should serve also for a lime 
with tJie Australians. W'hiMi the (Jerman liin‘ 
broke th<‘ Prince was an early visitor to many 
hist»>rie i*enl i*es among them, as wt“ll as Lille, 
t<» ('am))rai, Douai, \’aleneii'nnt‘s, .Mons. 
Hinges and "Manheuge. 

'The King's seeoial son, Prinei' Alhtat. 
was in the earlier part of the war what his 
fa.tlu'r was as a. youth, a luiv'al oiVieia*, working 
and w'ati'hing just like t h * other midshipiiHui 
and snh-lieutenants on the (hand Fleet* 
'Then eamt* a period of illness, and Pi‘in<‘o 
AIh(‘rt, not h(Miig strong enough to n‘snme his 
<lntif*s with tia* Fleet, was attaeheil to tla* Air 
Serv’iet*. For a time la* was stationed at 
(’laiiwell, in Lincolnshire, ami later, with the 
rank of Captain, hi‘ serves! at Hastings with tla‘ 
training brigade of Hoyal Air Force eadehs. In 
Oetobm*, 1918, he tlew across th(‘ (Miaiua‘l to 
P' rains', and took up <lnty t lu're, 

.\s was to be expe'cted, (la* King and C,)m‘(‘n, 
(.^nf‘en Al<*xandra, and the o(hi‘r memb<*rs <»f 
the Koyal l^'amily toeik a leading part in pro- 
viding and snperint ('laling the* ag(*m'ies foi* 
tla* relie'f <»f im'vitalile sntleriiig, w hieli are* oin* 
of the f('W’ hap])y a<*eompaniment s of mode*ra 
war. h'loiii the (lays of the old Pati’iotie* h'nnd, 
;>tarted during the* (’rimean campaign, tla'se* 
ag(‘n<*i«*s had geaie on ineis'asing in magnitiah* 
and elheieney wit h evi'i y VNar; ihiring theths'at 
W"ar, with tla* H('d Cross on tla* one side*, the' 
Mona* hospitals on the otla*r, ami all sorts 
‘»f priv ate or se*mi- public* organi/.ations, lie*! w e'c'u 
the'iu th<*y assumed imme'iise jiroport aais. It 
is unm'ce'ssary te> spe*cify them, or to elwe-ll upon 
the wide' range* of such organizations, as the* 
^ .M.(\A. and the* .(’.A., or upon the* multi- 

tude' of large private* Jiouse's whie*h v\e*re* give*n 
up in whole* eir in part to hospital work ; e*nough 
to say that it was rare* te) find a family of the* 
mieldle ea* iippe'r c'lass which did not furnish 
one* e)!* meu'c of its fe*male* meinbe*rs to hospital 
Weu’k e_)f one* kind ea* auothe'i*. 'Phe* Heeveil 
Family was from t lie* be 'ginning active* in he*lping 
what may he ealle*el the? twe» bram*lie‘s eif this 


work, that of e*e»lle'e*t ing luom'V ami that of 
visiting the* sie*k eiiid insp<*e't ing the* hospitals. 
Fii'st, within thri'e* days of the* eh'clarat ion e)f 
war, we* had the* .\ppcal of the* Piiiui* etf W’ale's, 
m>t pi'imarily tea* the* bc'iu'lil etf the* sie*k and 
w eaimle'd, lait feer t he* re*! ie f of ( hi* “ e*ousidt'rable? 
elistre*ss ' whie*h would im'V itabl y eome* t o t hej 
pe'eeple* e)f this (‘eaiiitry le*a‘^t ‘abh* to lu'ar it. ' 



I Di).. iir \-. 

PKINCK AI.HHKI IN 1918. 


this A})pe‘al the* (hu'f'u ad<h'd a bi id om* on 
he'i* eewn aecfiunt, asking “ the womm ot our 
e*oun( ry w hei are* ev e*r ri*ady te> lu'lp t hoso in iie'e'd 
te» give* tlu'ir serv ie*e's and assist in t h(‘ 1 ( K’a I 
ae Iminist rat ie>n of the* fund.” Ne-e'dle-ss to say 
that a large* sum was |)r»»rnpll> iai^e*d. while' 
eit he*r f uials more* e lire'et I V' ele'sf ine'e I ha* the* r<*lie*t 
e>f tlie* sie*k anel Weailideel W<*re* at eaice* -e't eai 
fe )f >t ; many e »f t he 'M l e-« »n l i 1 1 ne'e I ( o gl e ew 1 hie High - 
out the* war. 'The* King ami the* Royal 
I'llinjlv' We*re* ge'ijcreuis ce ai I ri but r )rs to lhe*se*. 
funels, ^^'be*the'r bv elire'e*t gitts ot niom*y or by 
se*nelillg valuable* obje’e*ts to those* Re*el (’reess 
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sal(*s at C’hri.st which hocarnc an annual 
institution- His Maji^sty’s own nolilc i^ift of 
1(3 th(‘ nation, announciMl on April 3, 
191 (), was the*! l(‘a(lin^ instance of his practical 
f)cncf jc(‘ncc. 

As to th(*ii- -Maj(*stics' visits to liospitals at 
homt^ and abroad, a coinplct<‘ list would fill 
columns. d'h<*y hej^an carlv\ for durin^^ the 
first week in S(^pt(anber, 1914, th(‘ Kin^< anci 
(^net'll spent four succt^ssive days in visiting 
hospitals in and around London; and during 
th(5 next few months, Ix^sides sujM'rinf ending t he 
\ ast nuiidxT of arficl(\s of clotliing w]ii(4i kept- 
pouring into St. .lames’s 3*alac(' in answer to 
Her Maj(‘sty's Appeal, sh(‘ worktsl inces- 
santly in visiting sucli institutions as (he 
Anaaican W'onaars Hospital, th(‘ Indian Hos- 
pitals at Hrighton an<l in the N(‘W For(*.st, and 
th(^ wounded Hiitish and lielgian seddiers in 
St. Ha-rtholoiiaav’s Hospital. Or, again, at 
other times Her Majesty would spend an aft(»r- 
noo!i in visiting various Nurses '^rraiuing Col- 
l(?ges in Noi'th London, the* I’nion .ra(*k Hostel 
near VVatt'rloo Station and the niarri(‘d cpiarters 
adjoining, or the striud Shrimps in memory of 
falltai soUlicM's which be<*ame a featuix* in South 
Hackney au<l other districts. And, to luring 
home to the fighting in<‘n of all ranks and 


branches the deep sympathy of the wonn i, 
of Kngland, wdth the Queen at their head, H, j 
.Majesty in April, 1918, wn’ote a most touehin;. 
letter “To the men of our Navy, Army am; 
Air Force” wliich could hardly be surpass(f, 
as a clear statement of the objects of the wai . 
and as an assurance of the trust and hope of th<* 
nam’s families at home. “ Our pride in yon,' 
said the Queen, “is immeasurable, our hop. 
unbounded, our trust absolute. You are light 
ing in the ca\ise of Kighteousness and Freedom, 
lighting to defend the children anrl women ot 
our lanfl from the horrors that Imve overtaken 
other countries, lighting for our very Dxisteuee 
as a People at Home and Across the Seas. "S’ou 
are offeiing your all. You hold back nothing, 
and day by day you show' a love so great tliat rm 
man can have greater. We, on our part, send 
forth, wdlh full hearts and unfaltering will, the 
liv'cs w'e hold most dtuir.” 

To return for t)ne moment to some of th(» 
j)raclieal ways in w'hieh the Queen showed 
her sympathy, referenee may be made to oiu» 
or t-vvo visits devoted to t he study of some of tlu^ 
wonderful appliane(*s by whicli modern surge^ry 
was ])rovidifjg artificial limbs. At the end of 
July, 1918, in eoinj^any With the King and 
Princess Mary, Her Majest y went to lii'r. own 



THli PRINCE OF WALES VISITS AEROPLANE ENGINE WORKS. 
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hospital at Roehamj^toii, where they w€»re met 
by a guard “ composed entirely of old 
who, having been fitted with artificial limbs, 
are now employed in tlie instruction of other 
patients.” At Jirighton, a f(‘w days later. 
Her Majesty v isited the Qiu^en Mary Workshops, 
where she saw a largo number of men who, 
having lost at least one limli ofi service, w'cre 
learning electrical engineering, motor met*hanies, 
metal-fitting, shoe-making, tailoring and a 


valescents or gave a little plivisant relic'f to 
our own oflieers on leav<' or foreigners 
visiting London. They were very difTerent 
from th(' State Halts and the (Jardtai Parties 
of long ago, but perhaps they wtM-e not less 
<*njoyable. 1"ake, for exain|)le, their Majesti<‘s 
reception on Kehruary 17, I0I7, of a hundred 
oHieers from overseas, most of them e«)n- 
valeseents fri>m hospital, })ut some on short 
leave from the Front. In the State Hall Room 



PRINCESS MARY GONGHATULATINC A BADGED LAND-GIRL AT THE SENATE- 

HOUSE, cambridc;e. 


se<jr(^ of othta’ tiiides, soinc! of them being able 
to earn two, tbret* and four guineas a 

Mention has becai made of the l*rine<?ss Mary, 
and this account of the Koyal >vork for t lie 
hospitals must not dost? witliouf further n^fer- 
ence to tliis yoimg lady’s admirable s<'rviee. 
All th rough the war slu; was only less busy 
than her nu)ther, and tjventually became fully 
engaged as a ” V.A.I>,” in th<^ Hos])ilal for 
»Sick Children in (h*eat Ormoml Street. It 
should be added that in May, 19IS, sb<* ojaaK^d 
a n(‘w Orthopa* lie Hospital at Windsor. 

'Phis rapid survey may be concluded with a 
brief notice of somi^ of the truly frienrlly enter- 
tainments with which at various tim(‘s <Juring 
the war the King and Queen cheered the con- 


a. .'.tage with a (druMuat ogra|)h ser<M*n was 
er<*cted. Aftt^r the show came the more purely 
fri<Mi<lly part of tlu*. enti'rtainment t(‘a in the 
household dinirjg-room, served by a nuniber of 
gr<*at ladies, with the King an<l QiK'fii, Prin<M“ss 
Mary, and thc^ Duke of Connaught- walking 
about and chatting witli their guests, ddiere 
were several enttadaimnents of a similar kiml, 
and some on a larger sr*ale were given in the 
Hiding School or t lie (^uadrangh* 1 o more or less 
tiisabled soldiers; and with these may be 
cla.ssed the <le(^ply interesting re* view , held 
during the summer ol HllS, ot tin* VNianen’s 
J.,and Army. 

While the final stages of tht; war saw' a great 
sw'r*eping away of the autocratic monarchies and 
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flynasties ol' Kiirope, iii the* grt*at outburst, of 
rojoiring vvhi<*li boucloii for a Xovc'iubiT 

w<*rk, n<^) fjart stoocl out luor** j)roiniric*ritl y than 
thr w(»ri(l(*rfui popularity of tliu King arid 
witli p(*op|c‘. 'I'lio iic*\\s of tho 

Kiguiiig of tin* (lorniaii arniislic*(‘ oii Xoxi inbtT 
J 1, IhlS, had not b<M‘u publifly known for mom 
t ha.u a f<*\v minutes hefon* a. erou d \\ hi<*h 
numbered thousands gatl^’ied in front of 
IbK'kinglia 111 Palaet* to elner, aiai, if possible, 
get. a glimpse of their Majesties. Sev’«‘ral 
times during tin- da.y the King and Quecai 
tiad to appear on the* ba-leeny of the l*ala<*e to 


ami some, eivilians. Motor-ears earned tlirt e 
ami four times their normal number of peoph-. 
Kv<n*y taxi-eab had half a dozen men and 
girls on the roof, and soldiers tried to keep 
precarious ]:)lae(‘s on the steps. Everybody 
seeiiHsI to have a flag, ajid some of these bore 
the words “ VV(*lcome Home.'’ Australian 
soldi<*rs climbed iij) the marbh* carving of th(‘ 
Victoria Memorial, and si'cured obs(»r\nition 
posts in this way high above the heads of the 
f*row<l. Admirals and generals joined the 
throng, wliieh by noon had b(H*ome a wonderful 
surging multitude, streteJiing far up the Afall 



THE KING AND QUEEN INSPECTING W.A.A.C. s AT ALDERSHOT. 


acknowh'dge tht» (Mithusiastic greiding of great 
masses of their subjects, ami also of soldiers of 
the Uiiiti'd States Armies. 't'he 'ritm's, in a <le- 
seription of t he scimu* at mid-day, said t hat- after 
t hc» King had first been out on t hi' balcony the 
pt'oph* turned to go, but as they walkt'd away 
they were met by fresh throngs. Hushed with 
entluisiasm. 'Through the (Jreeii Park eana* a 
pro(‘t'ssion of munition girls in their overalls, 
\\ith a tremendous Union .Fai'k. ^feii with Hags 
tiiMl to sti<*ks and umbri'llas, women who hail 
wreathi'd tlu'ir hats with the national colours, 
Dominimi st>ldi(*rs, oHieers, and men of llritish 
r»‘giim‘nts, troops from the T^nitiMl Stati's, men 
of tlu' Ibyval Air Eorc^e, \Vrtais, W'.A.A.U.’s, 
girls from (lovernment oHices, and childnai 
p(aired into the w iih* open spact' bid'ore the 
INdace railings, ^fotor-lorrii's brought- along 
clu'eriug loads t>f pasr^engiu's, some in uniform 


Patriotic* songs, old and newv, were sinig, and 
at short intervals soldiers IimI staccato calls of 
“ \Vc* want King George'.'’ Indications that 
the King would again show liimself <*am<' when 
sc‘rvants from the* Palace liung festoons of 
cTimson vc'lv^et ovct the ])aleony, but the 
crowd had to suffer a h^ng wait. IMerry inci- 
dc'iits t*nli veiled the intc‘rval. A rollicking 
band of subalti*rns, carrying Hags and blowing 
]a>li<*e whistle's, ])ushc'd into the' massed people*, 
clc'an'd a circle, and romped hand-in-hand 
round a “ Teddy bear ” on wheels decc^ratc'd 
with a tlag. An American cdlicer from the to]> 
of a taxi-cab entc'rtained the crowd with a 
demcaistration of colk'gc' yc'lls. 

Insistc'utly and loudly, however, tlie cry 
‘‘We want King (Jeorgc'” punctuated tlu' 
songs and cheers and laughter. The crowd 
had gathered with a fixed purpose, and as the 
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iriiiint^R sped they became more dotermined paiiie<l with nervous langliter and leers. Vropt- 

to have tlioir way. At last, a few minutes remeinbiTed tlie eaily days of the war, and 

b< ‘fore 1 o’clock, the massed band of tlio Brigade emotion gripped and almost overwIiehu(‘«l 

of (Uiards came in sight playing a triumphal many of them. The crowd shew('d no \visJi to 

march. As they wheeled into position in the dissolve, and men began to call for a. s]H‘ecli. 

forecourt, the King stopped out on to the Tlit^ ])and quietened them with '^I'he Old 

balcony. The Queen, Princess ^lary, and the Ifiuxdredth,” and tlu^ croud n verently took up 

Duke of Connaught were again with him, anti the hymn. Faithusiasm quickly laul ils lliug 

l.*rineess Patricia also joined (lu* grotij). A roar again. American ami Px^lgiaii uatiomd airs 

of cheering wt>ut up such as Ltaidon ha<l not pre^vokt'd great dicers, jind f'verybody sang tin* 

htnird during the pt*riod of tho war, and above “ ^Marseillaise.” Tlu'n the King spoke. lA w 

the upturned faces haiulkerchiefs fluttered, tiould lu'ar liim, bul his messagt‘ was \\r]\ 

hats waved, and thousands of flags, tht* t1ags of chosen. “ With you,” Ju‘ said, J lvjoie<‘, 

all the Allies, fhqiped and shook. 'Iht* strains of aiul tha.nk (lod for tlio victorie s which the 

the National Anthem, playetl by the Guards, at Allit‘tl Armitvs havt' won, bringing hostilitit's 
first were scarcely heard against the (‘het‘ring. to an <‘ml and pi'aee within sigld.” “Now 

f)ut gradually tlio ix> 0 ])lt‘ caught tla^ music, thank we* all eair Gejd” was phiye'd by the- 

and witli the tliird line of the hymn voice's toe »k baml }i.fte‘r the* King’s w'onls, aial an historic 

up tho words. Came* om.*e more* “ ltule» se‘e*ne e‘nde*el with a tiua.l re>uud of du'e*riug, in 

Hriteuinia,” and then aimthc*!* t re*in<‘nelous wlii(*h 1 he* musicians of the* baml and llie* King 

note* of (^hecu'ing, IchI by the* King, while tho joimvl. 

(hicen waved a Mag abov(die*r head. Next the Ka<*h elay during “ armisi ie e* we ek ” ihi‘ir 

hand IcmI t he crowel in singing “ Auld Lting Mait*sl ie*s drove through some part e)f LondiMi, 

Syne,” and after this 10,0(10 pc'eiple^ fo(')k u[) anel <*verywhe>i*e^ lbe*y we'ii* i'<'ce*ive*d with un- 

** l’ipp<*rary,” “ Kec‘p the Home* Fi re*s Hurni iig,” lienmde'el (nthusiasm. 'The se‘ere*(. of the' ele- 

and tlie more stately, but beautiful, “ Lane 1 e)f monstration of loyalty was not to bo found 

Hope and Glory.” ‘‘Tipperary” was aeeean- me're‘ly in tlje^ exeitc'iueait e)f people* in(e)\ie*atc‘<l 



after the ARMISTICE: KING AND QUEFN IN SOUTH LONDON. NOVEMBER 1918. 

Scene in the Old Kent Road. 
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with the ti'iurnph of the Allies against Clennaii 
(^l^'^|)otisln. It was jofited in sineere respect 
and alYeetion for the King and Queen. The 
eoinniori ft*eling cannot he Ijetter expr<‘ssed 
tluui hy (juoting from the speeclies made in 
I’ailiament on Xovemher 18, when it W’as 
resol\(Ml that hnmhle addressi's be ])resented 
to his Majesty congiat nlating him on tli(‘ con- 
clusion of till' Armisticj; and the prospect of a 
viefori<»us peace. Air. .l>onar J.(aw, W’iio mov'ed 
the address in tlie (/ommoiis, said : — 

I'Jiirope S(‘( thini^ with a-volulioa lo-<lay. Even in 
tiui-'e wn ran look forward t<» tile future 

with llojie, j-oiirn^'e, jiiid with eiadideiuv. e hav*‘ 

thjil. eiaitidetiee heeaii-se llie institutions w'liich habit has 
<*ri‘:ite<l are witli l)a'-ed on the stronj.'est of all founda- 
thai-i -the e<iri.s<‘iii of the nation which is subjected to 
them. Of tln se iii-^l it iit ions nono is stronger or rests on 
iiiore secure foiindat ions thnti Iho Throne. Tho 'rhrone 
is f h<* link, as [ believe, which has kept the British Etnpire 
together, which has enabled it to play a glorious part in 
lhi> terrible st rngL'Ie, aial which will make llie union 
cloM'i and <-losiT. lint the Throne as an in-t it nt Lon would 
have bei'n much loss strong hut for the eharaeter of its 
oeenpaiit. Everyone eoniU'etod w'ith any Oovornineni 
knows, und the people know too, that from Ibo first day 
of this war until (his hour no man has devoted himsi'lf 
uau'e whol(‘hear(«'dly or vnorc iinseUishly to tho great 
ta.-k in which as a nation We hav'o been engaged tlian the 
King. And in that work be has been nobly helpi'tl by 
bi> Koyal (.loiisort, 'LMa y have -.bared tho sacrifio«‘s ; 
they ha\(‘ r< joie<‘d in the jov'^, and they have .sympathized 
with (lie sorrows of (heir projtle, and at this (inw, when 
kings like sluulowy phanloms an* disajuiearing from tho 
stage — aixl are dihappeanng so quickly that wo can 
hardly remember their names — our Sovereign is passing 
daily without an I'scort through (ho streets of the cmilre 
of the I'hiipire, and is everywhiue met with trilmle.s of 
respf'ct, of devotion, and of affection. 'J’lu*s«* phantom 
kings lm\'e fallen heemise (Iwy ba^e (heir ehuni on an 
imaginary Divine right. Our King re.-^t-, seenre becaiiso 
tlu* foundation of his Tlirtaie is tin* will of liis ju-opU'. 

Ml'. Asipiilh, ia au ctpuiily gi'accfnl tribute, 
said : -- 

in the eia^h of thrones, built some of them on un- 
righteousness, propped up in otlu*r ense.>j bv a brittle 
framework »)f eonv entioii, the I'liiune ul this country 
st ands unshaken “ broad-ha-etl upon t he jieople’-. w ill.” It 
Ills been I’cinforceil to a ih'grei' whieh it i- iinpos.-ihle to 
m ’asure by the liv ing evnmplo i»t our k:>oN« r<‘ii:n and bis 
gracious Ooiisoi'l, who have always felt and .liown hy 


their life and by their conduct that they arc thorn not to 
130 ministered unto but to minister. Monarchies in thes, 
rlays are hold, if they continue to bo held, not by th.. 
shadowy claim of any so-called Divine right, not as Im 
been the case wdth tho Hapsbtirgs and Hohonzollerns h\ 
any povveiy of dividing and dominating popular forces and 
popular will, not by ptMligroo and not by tradition —tln x 
are hi*ld aiul cun Only be held by the high(?st form i*t 
public service, by understanding, by sympathy witli tb,. 
common lot, by devotion to the common will. 

Earl Curzoii, in tho House of Lords, claimed 
Ibat the King during the war had betut th« 
.symbol and the spokesman of his ])eoplo in all 
parts of the world. 13y constant self -sacri tier, 
by inexhaustible energy, by unfailing sympathy 
with their peofilo, the King and Queen luid 
endeared themselves to millions of our race. 
The King ret.'eived tho addresses in the Hoya) 
Oalleiy at Wi^st mitts ter the following day, and 
in an a<Imirable message to the Empire paid 
waiiu tributes to the work of the Forces and uf 
their Commanders, to the contribution of the 
Dominions and of India, and to the effoits of 
our Allies. Me called for the crc'ation of a bet (er 
Britain and for the preservation of the spirit of 
comradeship which had been shown in the years 
of wtir. 

By g(*ii(‘ral coiisiuit the position of tlui Koyal 
Family wJien the war drew to its dost? was 
stronger and hotter secured than that of any 
Koyal House had t^v'cr been in Europe. Soldiius, 
stiilors and woi'kers gave tlaur loyalty to tin' 
King with a deep siuemity. With a Sovereign 
o[)enly .sympathel ie with democracy, modf'st in 
hearing, uuiiiqieachablo in his privates life, 
gt'iu'i'ous, and devoted to th(‘ welfare of the 
J'hnpiru and the millions of pi'ojile who lived 
within its borders; and with a Foiistilut ion 
f(3uuded on ordeied fri'i'dom and maintained, 
by a broail and uutramnudled franchise', no saiu 
reformer could hope to find gain for his eau>e 
by interfering with tho Throne or tho estab- 
lished form of (jJovernmeut. (beat Britain had 
indeed good reason to he grateful to its monarch. 
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BRITISH AND ALLIED WAR 
FINANCE: 1916-1918. 

Features of British Finance from January, 1010, to Sei'tember, 1918 — Growth of War 
I-X'FENDITURE— Votes of Gredit — K ow Fxpenditure was Financej3 — Hiuher 'Taxation in 
1010, 1017 and 1018 — ^Methods of Borrowing — Continuous Sales of Kxcheoi fr Monos in 
1010- -No War LovVN Flotation — K xi'ANsroN of Floating Debt — Change in Methods ok 
Financ ing - Flotation of 5 ter C'knt. Loan and 4 ter Cent. “ Tax-Coaitounded ” Loan- 
Last Issue of Fxchequer Bonds— National War Bonds — Sales from Octohkk, 1017, to 
Settember, 1018 Borrowincjs Abroad — Conscrittion of Securities— M oHinizATioN of 
Securities Knus — United States’ Financial Ach’oaimodatjon before April, 1017— Cnited 
States’ Jaians to Allies — British \nd Allied Borrowings in Soirrir America, Switzerland, 

Japan and Stain — Mritish Loans to .\llies and Dominions — Colonial Wau Loans French 

Loans in London - Growth of the British National Debt — Becoverable Fxpenditcre 

(’ouusE OF Fxc'HAnges British Overseas Trade — Alteration in System in .Iulv, 1017 

Fffects of AVar Finance Stoc’K Fxc hange Values -Expansion in Ci rrescy- -M ise in the 
Cost of Living — Industrial Combinations — Bank Amai.gamations — Financial Froih.i’.ms— 
Appointment of (Vimmittees. 


F rom the iM'^iiiniiig of 1010 down to 
the end of the fonrlh year of the wair 
was a period long enough to witness 
fundamental changes both in its tinaiiee 
and its tiiiances. These changes contained 
four features of permanent influenee. O'lie 
first of these features was tho great growth of 
e\'pt‘nditiire, wliich in the case of Great Britain 
alone ultimately readied a gross figurt^ of 
approximately £7,000,000 a day-— equal to the 
total pre-war income of the country— and lc‘d 
to tho appointment of a S(‘lect Committee to 
consider ways and means of reducing it or 
chocking its further growth. The sum of 
money expended in tho four years of tlie war 
to August, 1918, was gi*eater than the com 
binod money expenrlitiire for all other wars in 
recent history. In order that tho readier may 
more readily gi*asp the extent of the expendi- 
ture incurred, the following table is given 
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showing, on tho authority of an .Americau 
banker, thc^ aj)proximate rosts of the world’s 
most iiotabJ(i struggles of modern limes : — 


1: 

Xapoleoiiif: Wars .. i‘ 1, aaa.aaa 

(Vimran War :M(),000,ihm) 

Airieriran Civil War .. .. LflDD.aaOjMM) 

Franco -Crcnn a n .. 7(la,0(M»,<Mia 

South African War .. .. .. LMajHia tRO 

KM-so-Japanc^o War . . . . , . r>(H»,aao.O(M» 

The Great War (four venr^) .. .. .'U, 


The last figuro is (‘quivalent to a daily exj)en- 
ditiiro of 121,400,000 for the four yt ars of tlu* 
war to August, 1918. 

The second feature was th(3 diangc in m(4hods 
of borrowing introduced after tlu^ Lloyd Georgn 
Governmt’nt had succeeded tli(< Asquith Ad- 
miiiistration; the new methods resulted in a great 
saving in the cost of Governnwnt hrirrowiiig. 

Tho third f(‘aturo was the entry into the 
war of tho United State's, whitdi gradually 
relieved Great Britain of the task of financing 
145 
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lint only lif'r nwn, ])iit al>o ]if*r Allies' pur- 
chiiscs nhrnad. '^rjie fouith f«*atnr<‘ \\ as tin* 
f^reat a^lvanee in the* cost of livin^r, the oiitcoiiK" 
of the (*n‘atioii of purchasing power I'csiiltini' 
from war* credits, (‘omhined with a diminishiiitjj 
supply of ^oikIs to he purchased. This <-n*atioii 
of purchasing powf-r, terme«l inflation/’ was 
a dc‘vdee of tinanr'c desi^n(‘d to n!amila<*tur(‘ 
inotH*y retjiiiied hy < {ovei iimeiits hy a series of 
hcjokkeepin^ entri<‘s. All t h(‘ h<‘lh^erf‘nt 
countries resorted to this de\ie(‘ to n j^reater 



A BANK-NOTK 1 OK HALF A FARTHINtL 
Issued by the ( ^loininiifie of Weisswasser in 
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or l(‘sser de^i'ce. It, w'as eaiiit'd t() extreme 
limits in l»olslu*\ist Kussia, in Austiia, and 
(Jermany. Not oidy was monoy mannfai*- 
tured hy tin* ( Joxeinment in (hrmany, hut 
eitii's, nmnieipa lit ies, eompanii's, tinus and 
|U*i\'ate indi\i<hials issued th(‘ir own currency. 
In (Jreat ihitain a sidistaiit iai porti<ai of the 
c’ost of tlu‘ war was pro\ i(k‘d hy the appro- 
priation, in t h(' form of taxation, of a portion 
of the eui*rent ])roduetiou of wnalth. ddie ri‘'^t 
was pi<>vi<le<l hy horro\\ in^ money from nu'iio 
hi'is of tin* ^•ommunily. Hut as theie wen* no 
means of eompellinu' memh(‘rs of the Stati* to 
lend their money, and as tlu'n* was no seientilie 
adjustna'iit of ( Jovernnu'iit receipts and di'.- 
l>urseea*nts of money, it ha])p(*iu*d fi'ian time 
to tinu* that tlu* State was tt*mpoi*arily in- 
sullii'icidly supplied with mon»*y tt> pay it-^ 
hills. It was t hert'fon’ i*ompell<*<l to "‘make" 
inoiu'y, and the proi^'css ha«l results of .>.ueh far- 
reaehinir im])mtauee that in the l^'irst Interim 
l\i‘pi>rt of tin* ('ommitti'e on (dirr(‘ne\ auil 
b'tiri'i^n Ixxelumizes ajipointt'd in .lanuaiy, HUS, 
it was deserihed in dt'tail as folltnv> : — 

Supp't-.'. r«>i t'X'unph' that in a t:i\i'n wi'.'k tlic 
< htv I'l nnii'Mt i’ 1 0.OOtl.OUn <>\ ar and al»ti\ a ilu* 

II I*, ipi- trmn lavatuai anil loan”^ i’l'oni th*‘ pnhlii*. d’hf\ 
appls I* tlu* hank <>t 10 ^land, v hn h 

l»y a tuH»k iiaiv pLu-i*^' tlu* anionnt raqnirad tn tlu* 
ilrdit nt rid ln- Hi'iut'e- (/.*.. drpc)--.i1^ i»f tlu* lli>\itn- 
nu-nl ) in tli-* -ann' u i_\ .o inv otlu'f lianl.or < r»*dit ' ihi* 
at*, itiini ni a i ij-ii*n\>'i wh.on lu* i^ianl'N linn it'mpia'aiv 


'n'CMniinodatinii. 'I’ho arnoniit is then paid out 
I'lii't r n t ()r> and otlinr C li»M*j'nnu‘nt nredit ors, and pas^i .. 
wlu n tlu* c h(‘fjiu*s are I'icarnd, tu t ho croilit nl‘ tli. i 
haidii'is ill tho honks nf i ho hank nf Ktmland — in nth* < 
word-,, t> tran.sforri'd from Ikihlio In '()*hor’' HopoNit 
tlu* orh*«*t nf tho who!*' t raiisaotitai thus to incrr.iv, 

hy V Ul.atlO.tMMl 1 ho [mr(*ha''in^ pnwor in tho hands nt ih, 
pnhlii* in the form nf dt*po-its >n tlu* , Joint Stook I^anl- 
and tho hankois’ oa^h it tlu hank of lOn^land hy th- 
samo amount 'I’lio hanlcor-;’ liahilitios to tlopo.^itot 
ha\in;.! 1 1ms inoTi'asod hy 1 10,t)(Mk(10h and thoir ou-' 
lo-t rvo-, hy an ofjiiai amount, thoir prtiportion of oa^!. 
to liahilitio:- (whioh was normaMy hoforo tho war -nmi' 
thiiio nndor iJtl por ot*nt.) is improvod, with tho ro^nh 
tiuit thoy aro in a position to make* advances to tlu-n 
oust nmol's to an amount orpial to tour or live tinus th. 
slim addod to thoir cash rosorvos, or, in tho ahson^-o nt 
dom.uu! tor such aooonuiuulat ion, to in<‘ri*aso 'hon 
!n\ o.st monts hy tho dirforoin-o hotwoou tlu <*ash roorived 
and tlu* proportion tlu-v rof|niro to hold a^ai'i.t t'..- 
moi**as(‘ of thoir di*posit Itahilil ios. Sinoi* tho out hie il. 
ot war It I- tho ^ooond priuoilnro v hioh has in tho mmn 
tu'iii to||nwa‘d, tho si|,j.li|^ c-.ish ha\ in^ hooii iisotl i , 
id'si-riho for 'I’roa nr\ hill- and othoi lh>\'ornn,i n’ 
soouiitios. 'J’!u mniioy sii sid>s« rjhod has a^ain hoon 
'poiit l)\ tlu* t tovornniont and lofiirnod in tlu* ii'.mti-r 

id 'OX o I lose li lint to tlu* ha id<o?s‘ ca ->li fjilanoos, tlu j iiocc - 
hoin .4 lopt'.Hod ay *in and .i!.’ain nntd o.ioh ♦.* H),<Min.n'Mi 
oriyiiodly :idv*mt»'d h\ tho Ikink oi I'iniiliind lia.s oroatnl 
now doposits roprosonl my now pijroliasii<y powor to 
-ovoni! tiino^ that amomd. hoforo tho wai' those pt,,- 
eos-.,*-. if oo'itinnod, i oin])olled tho Ikink of iOnyland . . . 
to r.i!-.o its nito of discount, hid , . . tho nn!in,it)'d 
is-iic ol < 'i: 1*1 ‘iioN’ Not- - ha- now i'oriio\od t hi-, e’a < I, 
upon tlu* oonMinu'd o\p insi«.n ot oiodit. 

’Tliis er« ali(>n ot money or piirehnsinn;’ po\\rr 
at a tinn* when prodin tion of j^oods was n*- 
slri<*ted hy I ht* withdrawal of millions of men 
from that work and shortam* of sliippiii^ space 
to hrin^ ^ooils from aliroad iialurally eansi*d a 
nntrked aiKanee in tla* cost of all eommodit ie.s. 
In fact the condition's wn-c ideal for tlu* proof 
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of tin* r|uaiititat i\ (' theory of money. Money' 
was in gr(*ater su])ply than ^oods, and the latter 
tlna'td’ore rose in pric*e. This provoked denminL 
from w'orkptHipk' for inereasi'd want's to enahli* 
them to m(*t‘t the ini-reaseil cost of li\in^, an<l 
on one occasion — November, HHT — the ^linis- 
try of Munitions liy a stroke of the pen adth'd 
12.\ per cent, to the wages of millions f>f work- 
pt*o})le. InereastHl remiuu*ration for lahotir 
meant largi*r disliursements by the (Jovern- 
nn*nt, which in turn had to resort still more to 
the device of "" en*ating money, and so the 
vicious circle continued down to tlie end of 
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i\n' war. It is iic(*cssor\ to M|)|»r(M*iat i* thr ini 
juataiKH' of this fat'toi* of inflation citation ” 
r»f nioni*y for the ^ro\Nfh of <'\|)(Malit u!'<* 
ami all t h<* oIIut ^roat prohlrni^ of wai- 
finanr(‘ Mcrt' to a ^irat oxtcnf to hr trarrd 
to It . 

ria* pro^rrssi vr rise in \\ ai‘ rxpcmlit urr 
van hr srrn al a ^;lanrr from the follow 
in^ fahlr showinj^ the a^jj^rr^afi* Votrs of 
(’I'rdit ohtaiiMMi hy t hr < Jo\ »‘rnmriit during 
th(' first hair yrars of t hr w ai* (thr fimirrs 
rrlair to tlir financial vrars rnd<‘d on .Mar<*h 
in rarh \’rar) ; — 


1014- ir» (rifjlit inoMllr) 
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hn*i 17 . . 
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J, 0 10 (.00,000 

1.70.000.000 

1 .SOO. 000,000 


'Tilt mI ior lout* \ «*iM 


ts,(» lL’.»»0O 0(MI 


'Tht* Votes of (’rrdit w( 0 ‘(‘ not ohfainrd iil 
I'tignlar int^o’vals, hut \\cr«* arrangcol to suit 
Parliainentary (*on\o‘nirnrr. ( ‘ons(‘(|urnt ly tlir 
amounts varied vi*ry eonsiderahly. Krom tlie 
he^iiiniiig <»f I9h> down to the })e^innin^ j»f 
August, 19 IS, I ti Vot<‘s of (’redit writ* askf*d 
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I.HOnjIOO.DflU 

"riiij V<>t(M)f ( ’rrdit iisked for on August 1, 11H8, 
was tlu' lar^fsf of the* 24. Out of tin* N'otrs of 
(’I'odit 1 1 ,402,0(MK()00 was a<l\aiu‘o<l l»y Oroat. 



I //is/,-,/. 

LOKU CUJNLIFl E. 

(Jovernor of the Hunk of Fn^flanJ, 19l4-l‘H7. 

Itritaiii to her Allii’s in (In* lirst foni- yi'ars of 
the war, while in >\11 was h*nt ti» 

the noininions. 'Tlu' a\<*ra^e expenditure in 
nil 11 r> w as t; I .riOthOlH) a da\'. It ^i’<‘w lo 
a da\’ in I IM. ”»-!(), to in 

ItUti 17, and to a day in HM 7 1 S. 

lOxpt'iidit lire in the thrtM* linaneial years 
ended Mai*eh IhlS. was as follows; 


'l.ir -il. I'US M.ir .!!, l‘.M7 M.ir :tl. UU*'.. 
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I ntrvf^t , .V *• . <Mi 
\V;ir n<*M 
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|{o\t‘rnn' l!il. I , ; 2 . 1 11 ‘J . 7 la 1 I .Vs,;.'; 


But although expiMiditure ineroaseil to sueh 


an enormous extent it was fiuancetl to a still 
greater degree out of rexenue. That w'as an 
outstanding quality of Great Britain’s finanri;d 
policy, which afforded a .striking contrast to tin- 
methods followed by Germany, which elected 
to financt* practi(*ally the wdiole of her oxpensi*^ 
by mortgaging Jaa* future w^ealth. 

The rule was laid dow n by Mr. McKenna, aiul 
rollow’eil by his siicce.ssor, that at the end of 
<*ach Budget yt‘ar then^ should be sutheii*nt 
reviame to meet all normal expenditure and t la- 
war debt charge without new' taxation or new 
boirciwing. 4^his standard se(*im*d high, bn< 
it was scrupulously observ'i'd, v\ith a largo 
margin to s])ar(‘. Thus in tlu^ year t*n<le<l 
Maich ;il, IDH), expenditure amounted to 
t:i,or>h,ir>s,:i77, of which i::i:5h,7()h,824, or 
2ld» per- emit., was eonti’ibuted by the r(W'enue. 
'Fax ri‘vi‘nut‘ amounted to 1^290, (lK8,<MMh i)r 
I8*<i pen* (‘t‘nt. of the (‘xpenditurt*. In tlu* follow • 
ing ytMir t‘xpenditure rosi* to £2, B)8, 1 1 2,7 1 1), of 
which to7‘{, 4 27,582 was raisi'd from rt‘v<.*nue, oi 
2tr0 per ciait., th<‘ amount of revi'iiiie dt‘rived 
from taxation being f 5 1 t, I t)5,(M)(h <.>r 2tldl per 
ct‘nt. of the <‘xp(‘ndit ure. In llu* year enclrd 
March III, lhl8, revenue pi-ovidml t7(l7,234,r>t).7, 
oi- 2()*2 txM- cent, of tlu^ total t‘xp(‘nditur(*, which 
was t2,htM),22 1 , 105. tax revt^nuc ])roN4<liug 
to 1 .4,04 2,t)(M), oi- 22*7 p<M- ccut. A table is 
appcndi'd showing tlu‘ items of rex’iMiia* during 
the thr<‘e yivirs in question : 
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luert'a.st'd taxation was im])osed iii all thi’ee 
years, but though eaeli siiee<‘ssive liudget 
pressed lu'avier upon the tliieet tax]>ayer, and 
«*s]>eeially those with modest iiieomt's, tliere was 
searet'ly an arli<*ulatt' prot<*st. This fact was 
a mi‘asure of tiu* determination of the people 
throughout those trying years shrink fi-om 
no saiM-itiee that was asked of them in the task 
of vanquishing their enemies. Xo doubt, had 
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rireainstances allowed of it, l^otli Mr. MeKonna 
and Mr. Bonar Law would havt^ preferrod to 
adopt soma scieiitidc basis for sproadiii^ 
t'(piita])ly the burtleii of taxation, but tliat 
M'cined in»possible, and ])otli adopted tlie line 
of least resistance that is to say, they screw<Ml 
up the old taxes, sometimes rather violently, 
and avoided as much as possil)h* the impositif)i^ 
•j)f new ones. 

The Kxeess I’rotits Duty, tirst impos(‘d in 
ltUr> at the rate of oO pei* cent., was increased 
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to (id per i*ent. in April, lOKi, and to 80 por 
rent, ill May, 1017, but no change was ma<l<‘ in 
1018. I neoiiH' ta X \\ as ra is('d from a maximum 
of !{s. (id, in the t (on incomes o\’<m- t2,r»00) to 
.»>, in tlie in .\pril, lOKi. In 1017 no chan^i* 
was ma<le in tb(‘ income* tax, lint in 1018 tin- 
maximum rate* was raise*d to (is. in I he t, and 
(be* super tax increased fieaii a maximum of 
• Is. (id, to 4s. (id. in the* the latter also b<*injjr 
inad(‘ to start on incf)me“s of i2,o00 insteael of 
t-‘>,00(). Ine-omes up to toOO a year \\<‘r<- 
<‘Xempte‘d li'om the* inci*i*ase*s made- in 1018 
owin^ to the* ine-i-f*ased cost of living, anel also 
b(*caus(* the* re'cij)ie*nt.s ol tlie-se* incomes had 
suticrad se\(‘re*l\’^ from the* chanj/e*s made* in 
lOL). 4 he* re*duetion maele* in Srpt e-mbe-i-, 
I0ir>, in the* limit e>f e*xe*mptie)n to ineome*s 
be*l{>\v 1 140 invol\’e*d a bi^ addition tee tin* 
tax-paying e*lasse*s, ])rae-t ically e-\e‘r'\’ working 
Tiian ))e‘inj^ re*ndere*d liable* to the- tax. Te* 
na*e*t the* e-eai ve*nie*ne*e* of the* woikin^ e-lasse-s, 
Onarte‘rly assf*ssments we*re int roehice*d, wink* 
owin^ to re‘pre*sentations made* liy the*se* classe*s 
it was arrange*d that in the finaiie-ial ye*ar 
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1018-10 a differentiation sheadel be> made* 
be*t\\e*(*n the' bae*he‘le>r anel tin* marrie*d man. 
This elilTe*rentiatieat took the* form eif an abate*- 
nu*nt of inceime* subje'ct te) (he* tax of i:2.7 ia 
re'spe*ct e)f a wifi* li\ inj^ with hi'r hiisbanel. 4’iu* 
amount of the* abate*me*nt eiiei not satisfy tin* 
aelvoe*ate*s of elifterent iatiein, but it w as ae e*e*pte*e I 
as the* sane'tion ot the*ir prine‘iple*s. 

44n* thllowin^ state*me'nt, issue*el eilVn-ially, 
shows the* amount of tax payable* on ee riain 
income's unele*r the Buelget feir 1018 10 : — 
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an e*\tra Is. for e*\e*ry lOs. i)\< r 12s. (iel. In 
the* follo\ein^ year the* lax was inf*re‘ase*ei bv 
abeait .70 pi-r e*i*n(. ()the*?* ne-w lii\e*s imposi'il 

in 1 0 1 (i ine‘hnli‘ii a e*usloms anel e-xeise* elnty on 
fiiate*ln*s, uliie*li wiis st i ffe ne'e I (wo years late*!*. 
In 1018 tin* stamp elnty ein e*ln*e|ue*s was in- 
ere*aseel freim Iel. (ei 2el., e|e‘spite* fonsielerabl'* 
j>rote'st from banke*rs that it would preHlu(*e? 
more* anneiyanere; than revenue*. A still mejro 
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important made at this period foi* the 

purpose* of obtaining a larj^cM- revenue was the 
at)olition of the pcairiy postage? on Jotters. 'Flio 
niiniinuiu ehargo for letter carrying was raiseei 
to lAd., atnl tJiat for post eaids U> Id., the half- 
penny postage alsf), therefore, be'ing abf>lisluMl 
at tlu? saiiHi tina‘. 

ft may be of intea’est to ])oint out that in 
th(i tJireo financial years ended .March 31, J9IS, 
indirect taxat-itai /.e., taxation on expenditure 
— actually produced I»iss in the last, of these 
years than in the first. In 10 la -lb tJie total 
was 127A niiJIions ; in ItUb-IT, 131'J millions; 
and in 1017 18, IlSj millions. On tla^ <jther 
hand, direcd- taxation, which, in lOlo-lti, pro- 
duced 131 J millions, yi(‘ld<*d 348 millions in 
the folh)wing year, aiaJ 173 millions in 1017 18. 
3’hi •se tigures dcMiionst rate tla? (contribution to 
war (‘xp(?ndit iir<? madi* by th(? direxet taxpayer, 
and incid<*ntally t lu* erieet iv<*iiess of that form of 
tiixation. In tlac 1018 Budg(‘t substantial addi 
tional indiri'ct taxat ion was impos(?d, chiefly on 
spirits and be(‘i‘, and also on tobacccco. 33ie duty 
on spirits was raisi'd from 14s. Od. ])(X’ gallon to 
3()s., while tlu* Imh*!* duty was rais(?d from 2r»s. 
to r)0s. p(M* standard bariHil. 4\)baec(y duty, 
whicdi was iner('ased by Is. lOd. pea* lb. in 1017, 
waa raisc'd from <»s. ad. to 8s. 2d, i?i 1018. 


'riu* m(*thods of financing the war followed in 
1916 w’(M‘(c severtdy criticized, Ratos for mon(*y, 
and therefore for (Joverninent borrowdngs, w^«‘re 
mad(‘ to conform witli the value of money 
abroad, chiefly Am(*rica. Thc^ (jbjeet was to 
attract funds to London and thereby also to 
coiTC'ct thf^ adverse foreign exchanges. Rat(cs 
were- st(*adily raised Iti ]3iirsuit of this obji'ci 
until tht* ( Jov(*rnm(Mit was actually selling 
tw(dv(* months’ 4’reasury Bills at 6 per ccFit. 
discount. Tt was fre(_[uontly poinbxl out by 
financial critics that the ]3olicy w^as a mis- 
tak(‘n one, for two r(‘asons. Kirst, that if it. 
d(csirabl(? to obtain the use of a few hundnMis 
of millions of for(‘ign mont?y, all th^t wa.s 
nc?cessary w^as tliiit a special rate should Ije 
paid for them, but that it was unnect?ssary 
to pay 6 per ciiiit. for the thousands of 
millions oi domestic money when a much 
low(*r rate would sufliec*, owing to the fact that 
0(iY(*.rnmont seciuities wt iu^ thi^ only funds in 
\vhi(‘h moiH‘y could tind employnuait. 3’he 
<»(h(‘r d('f<‘ct of flu* policy wxis that under war 
conditions foreign (‘Xehanges w'^oro afhxdt'd not 
only by an advc'rst* trade balantu? but by fonagn 
(‘stimation of ert‘dit bastui (jn military succass 
or failure, and tlu*r(‘for(? w(M*e not- so sus(?('j)t ibl(^ 
to high mojuy raft?s as th(?y would hav(‘ b(*(‘n 



SACKS OF APPLICATIONS BY POST FOR WAR LOAN, JANUARY 1917. 


THE TIMES IIISTOIIY OF THE WAlt 


151 



KXAMINING Al’PLICA TIONS FOR WAR LOAN AT THE POS 1 OFFICE SAVINGS 
HANK. WEST KENSINGTON. JANUARY 1917. 


uinl(*r piju'c* (‘oiiditioiis. It wns not initil fin* 
rrsigiiat ion of flu* Asquith Adininist rutitui huil 
taken tiuit olVu'ial fceognition was j^ivan 

to tin* soundness of these erit i<*is«ns, and a 
<h1Terent rate* (|iiot(Ml foF' foreign nione\'. 

The year 1910, how^evei', was notable in this 
res|K‘ef that it witness(‘d the int rodn<‘tion <»f 
the ('ontiniions k)an |)rinei}>l(' viz., tin* tiaily 
otT(*rin^ of war seeurities instead of the fIotati<»n 
of fixed pei'iod subseript ion loans of tin' t»ld- 
fasliionecl variety. As (‘xplained in V'ol. \’ll. 
(Chapter t'XV.) a p<‘r c*ent. l^]xeln*([in'r Bonds, 
maturing Dec^einln'r I, 1920, were placed on 
sale tiaily at par on Dt'ceniber l(i, Blla. At 
first these bonds sueeeedt'd in bi'in^iiig in 
subseri]>tions of nearly C2t),00(),00f) a wt't'k, but 
the amount soon deelined, and on dune 2 two 
in*w issues of Exchequer J^onds, bearing a p<*i' 
e(»nt. interest, were substituted for the B»2<> 
bonds. These lu'w^ bonds w’t'n* niadt* repayabiti 
at par on Oe.toVjer 5, 10111, or October 5, 1021. 
TJn^ total sales of 1020 bonds ainount-t'd to 
tI2dT, 820,400, anti t)f the 1010 and 1021 boinls 
the nniounts s.dd down to September, lOlfi. 
when they were withtirawn, were £34,202,004 
and £62,495,027 respectively. E/oni the time 
that these new bontls were put on sale down to 


tlie time of tlieir withdrawal th(*y failt'd to 
bring in the amounts r(*(|uir(*d. In fact, from 
till' middli* of August down t«» thr* end of 
S('pt<*ml>(‘r tiu* W(‘c*kly sales did lua rivse, above 
t,3,.‘>00,0tl0, aial fell to as low a liguie rrs 
€2,300,000. 33u* (*ause of the failnrr* of this 

issue was leally the (>i*eeipit ate action of fh<* 
Bairk of England in i-aising the Bank Kate on 
July 13 from 5 tr) f) pi‘r cent, owing to a (ein- 
poiary “ scprc'czt* ” for it\on(‘,y in New' N'ork. 
As a eonsecpienee the (Jovei*nment had to i*aise 
its dis(!ount rate for y(‘arling 'rre.asnry Bills to 
(» pi*i- cent., and prM)])l(‘ natinaJly [rrehirrc^d to 
in\est their money in these bills than in 
Exehetpaa' Bonds yielding more Iban one pr^r 
cent. l«*ss in intraest. Tlir^ monetary stringency 
in New York lasted only for a few' days, and if 
the Bank of l^aigland had piompfly i’e<bie<*d its 
niinimnm I’ate of rliseoimt when tire |•eason tor 
raising it no longer exist <*<1, tliei*<.; would niwt'i* 
hav«' b(*<^n any ocicasion for the Oovraiimc'iit to 
have issued six per cent. Exehc cpier Bonds 
But the Bank of England, with inort^ steadfasl- 
nt'ss than wisdom, adheie<l to its 6 |)ei- c*ent. 
raU* for months. NTatuially tli«^ lowering «>f 
British credit to a 6 per e(*nt. basis <‘aused a 
hea\ y fall in Sto(*k lOxehange seeiiriti(*s, hut 
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tho 6 per oont. bonds were kept on sale until 
January, 1917, when they were withdrawn, 
sales meanwhile having reached a total of 
£100,909,700. 

A new ty])e of Treasury Bill was introduced 
on June 3, called War Expenditure Certificates, 
liaving a currency of two years. At first (hey 
were sold at 90 per cent., hut on July 14, 
following the raising of the Bank Rate, tho 
price was lowered to 89 p(^r cent. These certifi- 
cates were mostly taken by the int)ney markt't, 
and produced £29,878,500, of wdiich £(>,.‘117,500 
was afterwards converted into the 5 and 4 per 
(•ent. VV'ar Loans. Tliey were withdrawn 


for all maturities, 3, *6, 0 and 12 inontns’ bills ; 
on March 24 there was a reduction to 4J ])rM 
cent, for “ Threes,” and to 4J per cent, for 
“Sixes” and “Nines”; but on Juno 10 a 
uniform 5 per cent, rate for all maturities was 
re-established. Tmmediatoly after the raising 
of tho Bunk Hate to 0 ]>cr (^ent. the rate fui- 
3 months’ bills was raised to 5i per cent., for 
sixes to 5J j>er cent., and for 12 months’ paper 
to () per cent., nine months’ bills at the same 
time being abolished. These rates remained in 
hu’ce up to September 27, when 5J per cent, 
was fixed for all maturities, and there w’as no 
further change during the rest of tlie year. 



A QUIET CORNER IN THE BANK OF ENGLAND: THE FOUNTAIN. 


from sak* at the end of 1910 and were ne\(*r 
revi\ (‘d. 

Owdng to the moiK'tary policy followed. th<' 
financing of war cxpiMidit urt' in 1910, so far as 
it was co\i‘red by borrowings, was to a great 
extc'ut effected by adding to llu* floating di'bt, 
and was unneiH'ssarily expensive. No less 
tlian £720,250,990 net was borrowed in 
^freasury Bills, niul £84,552,009 was borrowed 
in the form of Ways and Means advanci‘s. 
Thus tht' amount of Treasury Bills outstanding 
was ineieas(‘d during the year from £3ft5.50.>,000 
to £1,115,81.5,000, and Ways and Means from 
£S(>, 35 1,500 to £170,903,500. Various changes 
w*en> made in th(» rate at which Treasury Bills 
wei*e sold. At tho outset tho rate was 5 [jor cent. 


novel and im])ortant form of borrowing 
was resorted to in 1910, with the object of 
enlisting the h(*lp of the small investor. A 
type of seeurity was introduced called War 
Sa\ ings Cert ifirates, and tln'sc* wvre ]>laced on 
sale at post olliees, banks, and through assoeda- 
tior.s formed for tlu* purpose of encouraging 
their sale. Later tlu'y wei*e placed on sale at 
shops and stores all over the kingdom. Mdir 
Savings Associations were formed in all jiarts, 
and these did a grc‘at deal of valuable work in 
.stimulating thrift and inv(*stment in Govern- 
ment securities. The War Savings Certificates 
were issueil for 15s. (kl. each, W'hich coidd \)i^ 
jjaid for by instalments. They were repayable 
in five years from the date of purchase at £1, 
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tho increase in capital value being equivalent to 
a yield of £5 4s, 7d. per cent, eoinpouinl interest. 
Provision was made for their t'ncashment at 
any time, but in order to discourage their 
premature encashment no interest was allowed 


per Cent. War Loan, 1929-1947. 
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FIVE PER CENT. WAR LOAN CERTIFI- 
CATE, JANUARY 1917. 


in thi^ first year. The interest on these eertifi- 
ctites was exempted from income tax, in 
view of which it was laid down that they could 
only be held by persons whost^ ineom(‘ did not 
exceed £300 a year. Tn dune, 1910, this 
condition was removed, and anyone was 
allowed to purchase them up to a maximum of 
dOO. Those certificates, which at first used 
only to bring in about £900,000 a w(‘ek, gradu- 
ally increased in popularity when (heir excel- 
h*nce as an investment (the yield on a gross 
yield basis was about 7 per cent.) lieeame mon^ 
generally appreciated. As it was arrangeil 
that the OovernnK’nt should re-purchase them 
on jiresentation th(*y covdd not depreciate in 
\alue, like other war sc'curities. 

In 1917 a radical change was etf(M*ted in the 
nadhods of borrowing. The policy of main- 
taining mollify j’atcs at a high level with the 
object of controlling to soiik^ <‘xt(ait th<* c*x- 
changes, which was the dominant chaiact eris- 
tic of the finance of 1910, was gradually r<^- 
v(a‘sed in 1917. The criticism of th(' ti p(‘r 
cent. Exchequer Pond policy, which had actu- 
ally caus(‘d the British (tovernment to pay 
more for its borrowings than tlu' French 
(lovernment, had so gathered in volume and 
weight that one of tho first acts of Mr. Bonar 
Law, when he became Chancellor of tlu^ Ex- 
chequer, was to stop the sale of the K.xc-heqiier 
Bonds, and to restore British credit to a level 
more consistent with the facts of tho economic 
position. He immediately decided upon a 
reduction of the floating debt. Sales of the 
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Exchequer Bonds wt*ie susj)eii(le(l at the end 
of December, 191(), and on January 4 sales of 
Treasury Bills wert' siispemled. Baidc Rate 
was reduced fi-om (i to 51 ptr cent, on Jai u- 
ary IS, and lurther I'cduci'd to 5 p(*r cc'nt. on 
.April 5. 

On January 12. 1917, tlu' pixispectns of (ho 
third great War Loan, of (he (ixt'd subscription 
period type, was issued. TUo loan took tho 
form of two si‘parate issues ; a loan bcaiing 
interest at 5 per cent., subject to income tax, 
and an “ Income' T’ax (V)mpounded ■” loan 
bearing interest, at the rate of 4 per cent. Tho 
price of issue of the 5 ])er ('C'nt. loan was 95, 
tho yield in inti'rest alone In'ing £5 5s. 3<1. pe'i* 
<*ent. TTie inaximmn pt'rioel of (he loan was 
.30 yi'ars, the j)i*ospeetus providing that “ if not 
t>i<'viously red(*eni('d, (he loan will lx’s ri'paid at 
par on Jm»e 1, hll?.” Applications for tho 
loan ha<l to lu* made in multiples of £50. 
instead of tIlOO, the minimum amount of 
prcivious l«>ans, and (host' ]>aid in full at. once 
carried a first ilh idend of £1 8s. JId. per ei'iit. 
payable on .lune I, 1917, while those jiaid for 
by instahiMxits carried a first diviilend, payable 
on the sana^ dat(\ of I Is. lOil, per cent. In- 
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WAR SAVINGS CHRTIFIGATF. 


stalinents wore payable as follows : — On ap|>li- 
cation, £5 ; on March 2 and 23, £15 each time ; 
and the rcimaining £(‘)0 was ])ayable in (;qual 
.sums on April IS, May 9 and 30. 

Tho i.sHue price of llu? 4 pet coiiu. loan was 
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MR. LLOYD GFORGE'S WAR LOAN SPEECH AT THE GUILDHALL, JANUARY 11, 1917. 

£100 per cent., so that th»* ^vas a straiglU dividend payment on the fully paiil i per cent. 

4 per cent. The iiiaxiinuni period of thU issue loan was for 12s. 8d. per cent, on April 15; the 

was live years shorter than the .> per c*ent. loan, first distribution of interest on th«^ instalment 

the final date of redemption bein^j; October 15, allotnuMits, which were due on the same dates 

1042. In the east' of both issties the Govern- as tht' 5 per cent, loan, was for the full six 

mont reserved the right to redeem the loans, months ended October 15, 1917. 

or either of them, at par on three mi>nths’ The 4 per eeiit. loan was an entirely new 

notice after 12 years nanu'ly, at any time on fypc of security, and was issued because of an 
or after June 1, 1020, in the (*ase of the 5 pei* insistent tieinarui for a Oovernment sc^curity 

cH»nt. loan, and on or after October 15, 1020, exempt from income tax. But the loan was 

ill the case of the 4 per cent. loan. The fii*st not a “ tax-free " security at all It was an 
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issue the interest on which was reduced to a 
figure which reprosen tcxl a compounding of 
income tax at the then maximum rate — 
namely, 6s, in the poimd. Consequently the 
loan had no attractions for those persons whose 
income did not render them liable to the full 
rate of tax. Moreover, the intt^rest on the 
loan was not exempt from super tax, and for 
the purposes of calculating supor-tax, and also 
for the purposes of computing total income for 
purposes of exemption and abatement, it had 
to be assumed that the 4 per cent-, interest was 
the net income after dediiction of income tax 
at the full normal rate of income tax prevailing. 
This meant that th(^ holder of the 4 per cent, 
loan was placed in almost the same position 
as regards super -tax as the holder of the 5 per 
c(Wit. loan, and in a worse position as regards 
exemption and abatement, for no claim to 
repayment of income tax was allowed in respect 
of the 4 jjer cent, loan interest. At the time of 
the issue the income derived from the 4 per 
cent, loan was, for the purpose of supor-tax, 
rt^ckoneil as £6 6s. 8d. per cent., or Is. 5d. 
per crent. more than the incoiiu^ on the 5 per 
cent. loan. When in 1918 the income tax was 
raised to 6s, in the £, the holders of the 4 per 
cent, loan, though exempt from the tax, found 
that for super-tax purposes their interest 
from the loan was reckoned as £5 14s. 6d. per 
cent., while that on the 5 per cent, loan re- 
mained at £5 5s. Ikl. Thus con+siderable 

ingtuuiity was shown in devising the issue, and 
it was scarcely surprising to find that com- 
paratively few people subscribed to a security 
which was certainly not what had been wanted, 
and which, on analysis, was found to be not 
what it seemed. Both loans wcr<i mode 
available for the payment of death dutic?s at 
the issue prices, and British Treasury Bills and 
War Expenditure Certificates were accepted in 
payment of subscriptions at discount rates of 
5 and per cent, respectively. 

The right of conversion into any future war 
loan, which was attached to the per cent. 
War Loan, fioated in the summer of 1915, and 
to subsequent issues of Exchequer Bonds, 
became operative in connexion with these new 
loans on the terms explained below ; but no 
similar convenaion option was attached to the 
new issues. Instead a now provision w*ih 
made designed to effect the same object - 
namely, the protection of the loan against 
depreciation in the market. 'J'he 'Preasury 
undertook to set asifle monthly a sum equal 


to J per iM^nt. of each loan to bo applied in 
purchase of either loan for eaneellation when- 
ever the market pric(3 fell below the issu<3 
price. Down to the end of September, 1918, 
a sum of £50,540,424 liad hc'en expended out 
of this fuiitl, known as the “ Dopretdation 
Fund.” The operation of this fund, though it 
contributed to the inainttMianee of the market, 
failed to prevent the 5 per tent, knm from 
remaining below the issuer price for tlu3 greater 
part of the pc^’iod down to the great Cerinaii 
retreat in the autumn of 1918, and if allowance 
bo made for amount of accrued intc^rest 
included in the? price, tlu' loan, after it wjis 
first marketed, nevc'i* I’eally rose above the 
issue price* of 95 down to thc^ end of the fourth 
year. 

Conversion of the* 4J per cent, loan, tlu’ 

5 por c(*nt. KxchecpicT Bonds, due October 5, 
1919 and 1921, and December 1, 1920, and the 

6 por cent. Exchequer Bonds duo February 1, 
1920, was allowe<l, in wliole or part, into the 
new loan on tlie following basis : — 

£10.5 5s. 156. of C5 cci*!. \V*«r Ijohii for each £100 
Cf>nvor(€*d ; or 

£100 0'^. Ocl. »»f £4 |^K*r c'^nl. W’nr J^oari for cnch £10o 

The subscription list rc*maine<l oj)on until 
Friday, February 16, 1917, and rosulttid in the 
raising of an amount which was till tlu^n (piite 
unprecedented. 'Fho following were the de- 
tails of the Rub8crif>tic)n : — 

5 per cont. T.oaii : — 

Cash SubsfriptionK (iiirluiliruf Trea<^ury 

Bills) ‘ 0416,(M8,0<>0 

4h por cent. Boau Con- 

vorsion*^ . . £82I,00.5,0(K> 

WxohoqiKT Botui Con- 

versioas . . £282,702.000 

♦1,10:1.707,000 

4 por cent. Lr>an : - 

Cash Siib-'criptioiis fincluOiiiL' Tronsury 

Bills) 22.058 000 

41 por Coat, Loan j^arl Kxrbofiaor Bf)a€l 

Conversions 28,720,000 

A ff‘atur(i of th<* in<‘tho<lK adoptee! to incn?ase 
subscriptioiLS was th<^ borrowing of funds from 
banks by customers, aial also from insurance 
cornf)ani(*s by loans on policies. It was arrangc?d 
that acrcoinmoeint iem for subseripf ions to the 
loans should be? given on (jxceptional terms. 
The idea was a great siic*(*c^ss and resulted in 
more considfiralile sums Ix'ing invested in the 
loans than would titlicrwise. have boon forth- 
coming, for it pledged those who borrowc?d to 

• Thi^ total amount of stock converted 
£1,04S,() 12.000, but os the? 5 per C5«ml. Loan was isKuccl 
at a discount the ivsnltiint was £1,103,707.000. 

226 — d 
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mortgage a portion of their ineoine for one or 
two years to loan siibsf*rif)tion8. 

VV’'hen the prospectus was issue<l the amount 
of "rreasury Bills outstanding, though })elo\v the 
high-water mark of £1,148,545,000 touched 
on DfH’tanber 10, 101 ti, was still very large, th<* 
figures Vxdng £1,005,00.’{,000. This was gradually 
rerlueed by tlu^ War Loan subscriptions, and 
on April 7, 1017, the total was down to 

£454,478,000. 

'I’he i*rf(*et of tli(‘ W'ar Loan issiie was there- 
fore inaiuly to reduer* the floating <lebt to more 
manageabh' proport iou'-i, and after the issiu* was 
completed down to tlie begiiining of Oetobtu*, 



MR. BONAK LAW. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer and Leader of the 
House of Commons. 


1017, the war expenditure was financed by 
fresh issues of Ti-easury Bills, by advances on 
the credit of Ways and Means, and by Ex- 
chequer Bond issues. Sales of Treasury Bill* » 
suiipended on .lanuary 4, 1917, were resumed on 
March 80, when, in order to test the market and 
to introduce conq^etition, the tender systeTii was 
rev€‘rted to, the amount sold in this manner 
amounting to £855,000,000. The first batch was 
foi* 50 millions ; these* bills were placed at 
4] pel* cent, for three months', at 4J per cent 
for six months', and at 5 per cent, for twc‘lve 
months’ bills. These rates wert^ high<*r than 
they would have bcM*n for bills sold over the 
counter, the market disliking the return to tla* 
competitive systcun. Intermediate sales at 
fixed [>rices w(*rt» re.sorted to, with the result 
that the Ti'casuiy obtained better te*rins. 

On June 19 a r(*turn was madc^ to tia* system 
of continuous daily sales of bills at the Bank 
of England at fi\i‘(J rat(*s of discount, whic-h 
began at 4.J p(‘r cent, for three* and six months’ 
bills ; but on July 8, as the clearing banks 
showed no disposition to put down tht*ir 
deposit ratt*s, the rate* had to bo raiscxl to 
4} per e(*nt. This rate was maintaiiuMl 
until 1 )i*<*<*mb«*r 27, when it was lowc're<l to 
4 pc*r <*(*nt. 

On April 18, 1917, a tk<‘W off(*r of 5 p(*r cc*nt. 
Exchetjuer Bonds, n‘de«‘mable ('ithc*r in 1917 
or 1922, at the option of the hold(‘r, was made 
at par. These bonds only prtaluccMl £82,248,400, 
and on Oct()b<*r 2 a iu*w form i)f short -term 
bum was issiu'd, calk'd National War Bonds. 
This Bond was a very attractive security, and w? s 
placet I on sak* daily h)r a |H*riod longei* than 
any (>ther loan. J^lu* issia* was atleiitled with 
unqualified suect*ss, whicli, howov(*r, was dut* 
as much to the propaganda (‘ampaign which 
was u!uk*rlak(*n to popularizt* th<* bon<l as to 
its undoubted linancial merits. Another factor 
which contribut(*d powerfully to its success 
was tlu* cleartr rt*cognition shown by tin* 
Trt*asury of tlu* connt*xiou betw<*en monty rates 
in Lombard Street and the rate of interest 
<»n (Jovernment short-term .securities, and the 
nu*asures which it accordingly took to keep 
rates for short loans at a level appreciably 
below the yield on W’ar Bonds. 

Four tlifferc*nt issues of National W’ar Bonds 
wen* placed on sale at par ; three 5 per cent, 
issues, redeemable in five, seven or ten yt^ars, 
at premiums of 2, 8 and 5 per cent, respectively, 
and a 4 per cent, tax-compounded Bond, 
redeemable at par in 10 years. Interest was 
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HUGE WAR-BOND POSTER ON THE PORTICO OF THE NATIONAL GALLERY. 


half yearly viz., on April I aial 
OctolxM* 1. The of tlit^ Depreeial ion 

Fund was not a])pi to the-e hoods, hut 
('onversion ri/Lilits wt'n* /^jiven to them in 
order tt) prevtait inarkot depreeiat ion. A 
donhli^ eonv(‘rsion option was attached 
all <-lass(‘s of }>onds. Xot only w(mi* liolders 
^ivon the ri^ht to <'onv’(M't into any fntun* 
War Loan at jiar, as th<* <Mpii\alent of 
easli, hut tho 5 per <'ent. Bonds \\(*re c*on- 
vertihle into the 5 per <*cMit. War Loan at tlx* 
issuer priet" of Do, and the 4 per ecait. lioials 
eoiivt'rtible into t)i(' 4 [lei'^ cent. W’ar Loan at 
par. The yields on the a jier cent. Bonds’ 
allowing for flu* jirofit on redemption, weie as 
follows : o-ye'ar Bonds equal £o 7s, 2<l. pei- 
cent., 7-y(*ar Bonds c'qual £.5 7s. 4d. })(‘r et*nt., 
and 10-year Bonds equal £5 7s. lOd. p<‘r cent. 
In order to stimulate* the^ sale of th(*se Ihaids, 
arrangi*meiits were made* for their aeeejitauee in 
jiayment not only of death dutie.-, as was the 
ease with the 5 per cent, and 4 per e(*ut. War 
Loans, but also in satisfaction of th<* Kx<*(‘ss 
i^rofits Duty an<l Munitions Kx<*hequer pay- 
ments. Til accordance with the t<*rms of tlx* 
several prospectuses, hoklers of the 4J per cent. 
\Vf»v Loan, the 5 per cent. Exchequer Bonds 
due 1919, 1920 and 1921, and tho 6 per cent. 


Kxc.hc*(pier Bonds <lue 1920 were gi\’en the 
option of conversion into National W'ar Bonds, 
in whole or part, at par. 

Down to D(*eeinber 29, 1917, £29S, 4.71,000 
of the.se Bonds wen* sold. In ih»* subjoined tabli* 
an^ showui the* amount and form of the war 
borrowings in 1917 an<l 19H): 


.■> pi'i* (’(Mit . ;ii)r| I piM’fi'iit. W'ar l,(»!iii'< 
.’} {HTcriit. K\rln (jnrr amiclM. . . 

5 (HTcciit. BomN, llUX . . 

iMTriMlt. ICxrhtMjiicr IXhkIs, IX’je . . 
.'t |K*rriMit l^\Fl|(M|II^r lUunls, U'lil 
ti IKTCl'Ilt. Km'Iifiuht I’.oihI:-. 

W’-iT KxiMMuUtun* eiTtillcj'li ^ 

W'nr Saviiij^H ('iTtilM-iit. s 
( 111‘t ) , . 

WiiNsjunl Mfiiiis .XiImiimts (net ) 

•• OtiHT n**bt ” (lift ) . . 

.National W ar IJond.*. ( i lit)) 

Niitioiiul War I’.oihIn, J’o^t Otlin* 

( |)im-oiiiImt 21 ») .. 


‘)SK.7oa.(Ki)) 

— -Jiii.x-jt), ir.t) 

♦Vi. !').'•» Til 7 
UH),t)t)l».7« M 
ii),s7s,r,Mi 

7l?().2.''>0 (U O 

107,.‘<77..VK) 

♦I.'.(».l7f),:u2 19:{,ttr>,7l)t 

lta-.M’.''i.('00 

1 


This table shows v<*ry clearly the effect of 
tlx* c’liange in borrowing metho^ls initiated by 
Mr. Bonar taiw in 1917. W hile o\ i‘r 720 millions 
was borrowed in 1910 in 'rreastny Bills alone*, 
in 1917 there was act'.ially no borrf)Vving on 
balanc-e in this type* of security, n(*arly 07 
millions being paid off, which more than offset 
the increased Ixarowing in tlu^ form of W^ays 

• Net aiiioiiht paid off. 
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and MeaiiK advanci^H. The bulk of the inoii(‘y 
rcH|uire<l to finarKte the war was obtaii\<*<l by 
eoiiiparat ively lon)^-t(a-m issues, wtiik? the new 
policy of lowerin^^ money lafos saved the 
country millions in interc‘st. The* rate for 
txanporary V)orrowiiij< was rechuted from <> to 
4 p(‘.r e(Mit. <Juring tiic^ year. At. the <*nd of 11)17 
Treasury Hills outstanding w(ire £1 ,058,1 T.'ijOtM), 
and of Ways and Mt^ans advniures £278,781,000. 
At the beginning of 1018 the late rif discount at 
which Treasury Hills wt^re sold was furtlaa* 
rciha-tMl to :U pea* cent., at which figure it 
remained. Hankers reduced their deposit ratt^s 



CHILDREN IN CARDIFF’S WAR SAVINtJS 
DEMONSTRATION. 

to the same figure, and in July it was arranged 
that bankers should fix a flat rate t>f I) per cent, 
for interest on all de])osit.s. This creation of a 
margin of about 2J pea* cent, between deposit 
rates and the yield on War Honds naturally 
atinudated sales of the latter. 

In March, 1918, an i.ssiie of “ Noininafivc ” 
£5 bonds was made. Their chief distinction 
was the facility with which they could be 
Ixiught and sold again, p\irchase being effected 
by the ])ayment of tht^ amount in cash at on<*<' 
and sale by the handing over of the bond itself, 
no filling in of forms being rc'qiiired for idther 
]>urpose. 

On April 2, 1918, the first seiies of National 
War Bonds was withdrawn and a second series 
was placed on sale. Bonds of the .second series 
were in all e.ssential respects the .same as tin* 
first series, except that the dates of intiturily 
were six months later namely April 1, 192J, 
1925 aial 1928 respectively. Following the 
raising of the income tax to 6s. in the pound. 


however, the price of issue of the Tax -com- 
pounded l^omls was on April 22 raised from 
100 to 101 per cent. By the end of September, 
1918, sales of National War Bonds had reached 
a total of £1,125,942,424, a figiire which ex- 
ceeded the cash subscriptions to the war loans 
floated at the beginning of 1917. 

A third series of National V\’ar Bon<ls were 
])laced on sale as from Oedober 1, 1918, on the 
same terms, but- tlu^ period of re'demption was 
exttmded by five instead of six montlis namt*ly, 
to SepUMuber 1, 1923, 1925 and 1928. The 
reason for this alteration was that the issue of 
the.se bonds had become of sucJi magnitude as 
to make it nf‘cessary to avoid having to iriakt^ 
a huge; number of dividtaid payments all »»n one 
day. Tlu> inti^rest dates on thes<i bonds were 
acciordingly made Mareh 1 and September 1. 

’Phe year 1917, but more particularly 1918, 
witnessed a great, dexxdopment of propaganda 
methods, and this was really responsible for t he; 
lecord of fine achiov<‘ment whieli those res[)on- 
.sibh^ for the work \ve*ro able to show in the 
(•losing period of t h(» war. In 1917 no fewer than 
746 iKwv loc,al War Savings (\>mmittees w’t^ro 
set up, bringing the total u[> to 1,619. In 22 
counties local War Savings Committiuvs had 
})oen set u[) to cover the wdiolo (ounty. In 
the saiiH^ pi^riod 20,929 War Savings Associa- 
tions wore affiliated, bringing tlic total number 
up to 37,840, with n membershij) of approxi- 
mately 4,000,000 persoits. The work of these 
bodies in selling Covernmi^nt .securities bad so 
grown that by the middle of 1918 about ono- 
(piarter of sales of War Savings (certificates 
(£l for 15s. 6(1.) were effectc^d through the 
associations. Not- only were the.se certificates 
sold through tlucsi^ associations, banks ami post 
offices, but also through thousands of licensed 
tradesmen and firms, which bought the certifi- 
cates outright theinsehes and resold them to 
their customers and others. Thi^ not vahac of 
War Savings Certificates sold d<jwn to Decem- 
ber 31, 1916, less the value of withdrawals, 
was £41,896,270. In 1917 the figure was in- 
creased to £63,875,084, making the total at the 
end of 1917 £106,771,354. 

An analysis of the contributions of tlu» small 
investor to State securities show'ed that during 
1917 subscriptions of £51,354,000 wore made 
to the P(’>st Office iss\ies of war securities as 
follows : £36,606,000 in 5 per cent. War Loan, 
£4,092,000 in Exche(|uer Bonds, £10,656,000 
in National War Bonds, which together with the 
net value of nearly £64,000,000 from War 
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Savings Certificatos and an increase of deposits 
in the Post Ofiice Savings Bank and Trustee 
Savings Banks of no It'ss than t:5, (>83,000, 
provkied in all £120,728,000. FVoiii the' bt^giu- 
ning of the war down to the' end of 1917 the 
grand total eontributed by the small investor 
was £253, 1 (>l>,000. Tht' extension of individual 
holdings in (loverninent seeurities during the 
war was rtanarkable*. Before the war British 
Ge>verninent seeurities wert* held by 345,100; 
at the end of 1917 the number w^as 10,000,000, 
ineluding ten million holders of War Savings 
Cert ilicates. 

v\ great step forwanl in propaganda an<l 
organization was taken in 1918. Methods of 
publicity were revised, and the poster appc^als 
made more ptusonal and much more ineisivt^. 
“ War Bond Weeks ” and ‘‘ War Weapons 
Weeks'’ were instituted with (extraordinary 
success. ( 'it u‘s and towns vi<‘d w it li out' another 
in tiu' amounts they could raise* in specified 
periods, usually a w t'ck or a fort night. “ Tanks ” 
were employed as eolU'cting oiliees for subscrip- 
tions. 'rh(\y were (^stablisli<*d in public s(juares 
and otlau* places wIkmu* ])eople habitually 
congr»‘gat(‘d, and tourt'd tii(* country collecting 
large* ami small sums from many towns and 


villag<vs. The employnxMit of tanks proved a 
first -rate idea, tor they achif'ved an extra- 
ordinary degree of success as financial recruiting 
agents. The idea of issuing “ Premium Bonds,” 
i.e., bonds bearing a low rate of interc*st, but 
carrying th(^ ehatict^ of bi‘ing diawii for n^pay- 
inent at a substantial premium, was can\'assod 
for a long tiine, but a commit ti e w hich was 
appointed to impure into tin* suggest i<>n re- 
|)orted, in January, 1918, against its adoption. 

33ie extraordinary expaiisioii in the cost of 
till* war, both as |•('gards the expt'iiditure of 
money and the withdrawal of labour from pro- 
ductive Work, r(*ndored it increasingly nec(*ssary 
for the belligeien(,s to raise loans abroad. 
Withdrawal of labour and the scarcity of 
shipping totmage involvejl not only a gradual 
dimitiution in tlui output of goods for ('xj)ort 
wdu'rewith to pay for imports, but, jdso in- 
cimmisikI the; (piantitit^s ol good.s rctcpiired to be 
imported, and thi'si* lact/ors, combimMl with 
tli(‘ (iontinually rising temh'iicy of (rommodit/y 
prices, brought about a radical change* in tho 
posit ion of tlu^ foreign exc]iang(‘s. Tlu* position 
as r<*gards tho Unittid States J0x(*hanue becamo 
critical in 1915, owing to the supply of dollars 



THRIFTY SCOTTISH CHILDREN INVEST IN WAR BONDS. 

Oathrrinil in the second £5,000 from children of the Newbattle School, Midlothian, whose fathers were 

mostly miners. 
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rreatoil by exports being insuflfieient to pay 
for the c*norinous purchases ina(ie by tJreat 
Britain aral her Allies in the United States. 
"Fho Anglo- Kicaieh loan of .S500,0()(),00(> in the 
Ihiitecl Statens, referred to in Chapter (’XV., 
was quickly exhausted, and the Treasury 
liiobilization of American securities which 
lM‘gan in Jamiaiy, MMti, was gradually t‘X- 



SIR (JEOKGE E. MAY. 

Mana((ed the Mobilization of Securities held in 
Great Britain. 


ftaaltMl so as to embi‘ae<* piact ieally all 

which could be s»>l(l in America, or ht* ma«lf 
a\'ailal>lt' th(*i'c as <‘«>|lat<*ral for fui'lhcr loans. 
In IhKithe b'rcnch ( 5o\('rnni<*nt aUo niobili/.t'd 
foreign s<‘(*urit i(’s h<‘l(l iti h’ranc<‘ foi- tin* sane* 
pmpose, hut as a great d<'al <if the French 
piirehuses abroa«l was linaiu'cd by (Jreat 
Bi'itain, a eonsidi-ra))le |)roportion cif the 
French st'curities owin‘d in I"' ranee was s«»ld in 
tin' London market. 

'The great iiu*rv‘ase in the wealth of the 
Fnited State's n'sulting from the i*normou^^ 
purchases of hta* goods iMiabled her markets (t) 
absorb without a ptMt'cptibh* <pii\er hundreds 
*»f millions of her own seeuritii's formerly 
lu'ld in Fairop(‘. It was failure to I’calize this 
inevitabk' ctYeet of war exi)enditure on thi* 
linain-es of the Thiited States whicli was 
res])onsible for tht' tielay which occurred in 
IBlo in raising loans in the United States ; 
though it was obvious that that country’s 


capacity to make loans abroad increased with 
the excess of the goods she exported over 
tl)oso imported. 

The mobilization of securities held in (Irctat 
Jiritaiu invf)lved the setting up of a now' 
de]>artment in the National Debt Ofliee, ealh;d 
the American Dollar Securities Committee, th*^ 
manager being Mr. (afterwards Sir) Get)rgt* K 
May, and the first chairman Sir Robert Chalmers 
d’lie latter a few months later w'as sucect'ded by 
SirW’illiam Turpin. It was a novel finaniaal opera - 
tion of the first magnitude, but it was handled 
with conspicuous success, and with a minimum 
of red tapt\ The (.’ommittee began its opt*ra- 
tions on .January llHti, first by cdYering 
ilaily to ])urchas(‘ .lO of th<‘ >>esl known Ameri- 
can bonds. (Yn the first day neaily £500,tHM» 
was purchased, but this figure was afterwards 
coiisich‘rably cxc(*ed('d as the scdiemt* bt'camc 
im»re widely advei tised. In due courst^ t la* 
Committee extended the! list of seciiritie's it 
was f)re])ared to purchase. A feature of tlu* 
early opt*ratiou of the schtaiie was the system 
of offi'ring cM)uipr<‘hcnsi sums foi' large* 
bkx'ks of s<‘c\irities to such institutions as 
insuran<*e‘ companies. On Mai*eh 27, 191(), a 
sclu'iuc* for the' |e)e\n e)f seiitable securities te) 
the d’re'asury wiis inaugunitenl . It providcMl 
for the* be)rre)wing of se'e'urit ie‘s for twe) yenrs in 
re'turn fe)r a payme'nt le> the' le*?ider of \ per 
e*e‘nt. pe'r annum e>n the*fae*e‘ valu»' of t he' .st'curi - 
tie's. In orele'r te> stimuhde* the* sale* e)r le»an le> 
the* Tre'asury e)f tlu* se*curitie*s re'epiireHl Mr. 
McKe*nni\ impe)se*el i\ pene\l tax eef 2s. in the* £ 
ein the* ince)ine de‘riv(*d fioin se*e‘urit ie's sue*h eis 
we*re wanle*d }>ut we*re* ne>t plae*cd at t he- 
elispeesed of the* 'rre*asuiy. In August, 1 9 1 ti, 
an inipre»ve*el se*he‘mc was int re)due*cel for 
the* be>rre)W'ing of se‘e*urit ie's. 'This sclie'ine*, 
ele*signate*el »Se*h(*me' “ B," was de*stine*e| t<» 
supe*rs<*ele* the* e’aiiit*r sche*me*, c*alled Sche*me* 
A." 'The* main pe>ints e)f elifference be*twe'e*n 
the* twe> sclu'ine's we*i‘(* the* subst it Ut ie>n of ei 
!ive'-ye*ar loein pei-ie)el fe)r a two-yenr periejel, 
aiiel the atteie*hment to e*ac*h se*curity e)f ei 
ele*pe»sit veilue* i.v., a guareiut e*t*el rate* e>f re- 
]mynu*ut to the* hedelt^r in case the 'Tre-asury 
sheailel re'(|uire to t*xe!*f‘ise* the right of selling 
the* st'curit ie*s. 'The latte-r feature prened very 
attractive, and the great majeirity of the “ A” 
<h*positoi*s ac'cepteel an invitatieni to transfe*r 
tlu'ir securities to Scheme B." On 
December l(i, 1910, Scheme “A” was with- 
<lraw,m, anti the power t^f the lender to sell his 
securities under it was c»xtended to Scheme 
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“ B ” in respect of all securities made subject 
to the penal tax, and other American 
securiti€>s. 

A vt'ry large amount of securities was sold 
or lent to the Treasury, but as the war expc'u- 
ditiire increased so the demand for dollars 
trrew. And in January, 1917, tla^ v^oluntary 
phase of mobilization of securitit's liaviiig be»‘n 
exhausted, compulsion was d(‘cidt‘d upon. As 
was the ease with recruiting of men, the volun- 
tary effort accounted for the largest pro]>ortioii 
of the securities which were mobilized, and the 
conscri]jtion of securities was only resort (‘d to 
Ix'cause it b('<*ame necessary to mobilize every 


where temporary ownership only was required 
by the Treasury, it was arrangt'd to pay a bonus 
**f A pt^r et*nt . in dividcaid to lenders the' sain*' 
as to depositors under Seheme “ B." In 
Novembi'r, 1917, a tilth order was isstied re- 
quisitionifig holdings of Hoyal l)uti*h l\‘tio|eum 
shart's, whilst in Maich, I9IS, a sixth ordt'r 
eoinp(‘lIed all holders of riMignay 111 per eent. 
Bonds to lend their stxairit ii‘s to tin* (!o\ern- 
inc'nt. 

I’ndt'r these ik'w r(‘gulations c'onditioiis were' 
also imposed on tlu' mamu'r in which fonagn, 
(‘olonial and Indian s<*euriti<*s (*ou]<l bc' sold 
abroa<l. the main objcM-t ainu'd at Ix'ing tlie 
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SIR WILLIAM TURPIN AT HIS DKSK IN THli NATIONAL DFIIT OM JCF. 


possibh' holding. On January 24 new regula- 
tions (7c, 7d, 7c) W’(M‘e made und<*i- tin* Defenee 
ot the Bt'ahn Aet to rtxpiisit ion any seeurities 
not lent to the Tr(‘asury lieforc* January 2(>, 
1917, as and when they wei'c included in an 
order issiu'd under theses regulations. F«air 
such orders wen* issia'ri involving the ac-qiiisi^ 
tion of some 1079 bonds and stocks in so far 
as they w'ere owned by pei-sons t)rdinarily 
resident in the United Kingdom. (Vanpensa- 
tion was paid on the basis of market v^ahic's, or 


remittance of the pr'ocoods to this countiN’ ir. 
e\ery possibli* case. F< a- various reasons fresh 
rest rict ions on tin* >ale and imf)ortation «)f 
se<*uriti(*s were made by sul>se(jU(‘nt regula- 
titifis. It was estimated that lietweeii 200 and 
*9)0 millir>ns of .sciMirit ie^^ w c*rc* sold back to 
Xew' ^’ork in the earlv' |>art of 1915. The 
American Dollar Sc'ciirities (*ommittee's trans- 
actions werc^ i*e(‘koned by trustw«>rthy authori- 
ties to hav'c involved the a.<‘ceptan(;(' of 
about £900.000,000 wf>rth of securities, of w'hich 
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approxiinately oiir-t hii(J was <a*tlier j)ur<rh{iHe(l in t he aiitiiina of 19 IH wtus secured i>y £5,000, OOo 

or reqiiisitioruH.l, niakiii^ a total in less Hum of British railway debenture stocks, in addition 

three yc^ars of nearly a thousand millions. to dollar securities. The operations of 

JVleanwhile a large numhta* of se<Mjiiti<\s w(‘re the Coniinittee contributed in an important 

sold back to South Atrie.a, .Australia, Japan, <legrc*(5 lo the inaintenaiice of the Airua'ican 

Sf)ain, I Tolland, Scamlinavia., wliich ran into (*xehange at a remarkably uniform level— - 

a grcMit many millions. 'This opcrali<in was namely, 4.7()A dollars to the pound, a figure 

taeilitated by th<; fac^t that a very large fuofit which rtnnained ciaistant down to the signing 

could be iiuuk^ on excluinge by the sal<* of tlui of the armistice in November, 1918. But s«> 

securities abroad, but, IIkj enormous voliinu" of ra[)idly were tlie T 'otnrnit tide’s American secii- 

the selling a.ftord('d an illustriit/ion ol tin* rities used up that, stt^ps were ac^tiially taken 

manrua* in which the war was indire(*tl\' to prepare for the mf>bili 7 .nt.iou of h)r(‘ign 



TMK ROOM IN I UK NATIONAL DKKT OFFICK IN WHICH THE PUKGIIASK 

OF SKGUHHTES WAS ARRANGED. 


tinaiu*cd by tin' former del)t()i's <>t (Jn'iit securitu*s geiK'rally, when the Gnitod States 

Britain and bi*anc«‘. I lu^ great holding ot opportunely d(H*idefl to thi*t)w in lu'i* lot with 

fonagn s<>curities, aceumulatiMl for tlu' most the Allies, thus riMidering any fiuther general 

part in the niiu'teenth century, was of vital mobilization unnecessary. 

uuportanci^ to (li*t'at Britain an<l France in Although tlu^ Unit eil Stab's Oovernment, v'ery 

tinancing, particularly in tlu' early stagt's, thcii* properly, lt*iit no money whattwer to any of 
loit'ign purchases the belligerents before t ht' country t'litered into 

The s('curities borrowed by tiu' Treasury the war, the United Stales people rendered 

wt're usc»l tj»r the purpose ot proviiling col- vtM*y consiilerable financial assistance to the 

latenil for loans in the United States, of which Allies between 1914 and April 7, 1917. 

four weiH' issued. .Vs showing the depth to 'That assistance reiuleretl ]a)ssibl»i tlu^ c!on- 

which the mobilization reached, the second tinuanco <»f the enorntous purchases which the 

British Collatei*al Limn of SJ0tk0tH),iM>tl issued Allies throughout that period ma<le in tho 
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iTnitecl States. The loans were iiunle on a 
strictly business basis, for they were abso- 
lutely necessary for the inaintenanet* of Aiueri* 
can t rade with the Allies. This point was very 
ay)tly illustrated when towards the elt>se i>f 
11)10 the U.S. b\?deral Kes(M ve Board issued a 
warning to the reserve banks, wliieli in elYec t 
was against the granting of banking credits to 
the Allies. At that time Messrs. ,T. I*. Morgan 
Sc (V>., who were the tiuaneial agi'iits of tla‘ 
Ih-itish Governinent, ai-ranged to issue Treasury 
Bills to be replaced as they fell due by fresh 
bills. Immediately contracts for l,lie [Miri*ha.s«* 
of goods in the Unitorl States had to b»' niti- 
(‘t'lled. In consequence the F<Mleral K<‘s<M-ve 
Board witlulrew its warning. 

'Fhe following is a statement, com]>iletl frt)in 
onicial sources, of the loans made by the United 
States to the belligeitaits before her entry into 
the war. 

To (Ikk vt Biotatn : 

Anj^lo-KroTich 5%, thm Uc.tolHT 15, 1020 $ 

(oiu^-luilt) 250,000,000 

Unitrd Iviiipttmx 2-y(nir Collatonil 5%, 

ihin Si'pl<.‘nib<'r 1, 11)18 .. .. 2r»0,00(),t»00 

UiiitiMl Kiiii^doiu 3- and 5-y<iar 5]t”(,, <ln<' 

November 1, 1019 au<l 1021 .. :{00,000,oao 

Bri I isli Banking (Jn'dil , 5%, <lu«‘- fl um* 20, 

1017 .. .. .. .. 50,000,000 

M<*l ropolil at) WaU>r Botvnl Boait, (i%<lis. 

cotmt dll'* S'*f)ttMribor 18, 1917. . 0,100. tHM) 

Wlirat BiirrliiHd CnMlit., dua 1017 . . 25,000,000 

Bmlcd Kin^dnii) 1 an<l 2-yoar Oollaf ‘'ral 

5l^t» dtu« K<-bruary 1, lOlS-10 . 25t»,0JH».000 


51,151,400,000 

To t’jlANOK : 

AiiLfln- 5%, du(' Ocloboi' 15, 1020 

(niio-balf) 250.000,000 

Ani<‘iic,aii St'cMifi 1 irs, Il-yaar 5‘*{, 

Nola,., dll.- AiUOt 0. 1, 1010 .. .. 0 1500,000 

S«’curi’d il)la Bold 2-yojii 

5 dua .\phl 1, 1010 KMMMHt.OOO 

Trvii-;iiry Ikuwls, 1-v t*>ir di ^counl .. 10 , 000,000 

t’oiunv'Tvial 0n*dil , «1 iu‘ lOlS .. .. 50,t»00,oo0 

Traasiirv Bmidrs, 5*’', 1 year . . . . 20,2OO,t0Hi 

Thrao Cr«>dits nmturiiij^ 1017 ir»,ot)0,000 

Tw.. (bodits 15.000.000 

IvOlhsafitld by Cbica^o, 

Milwatikt-n arnl Si. Baal and Bt-nn-iyl- 

vania B.iii.ls .. :;o.ot»o,tnM» 

Oit y of Paris 0%, dn.^ Orlob.T 15, 1021 . . 50 . 000.000 

Branoli Municipal 0%, due NuvMuubcr 1, 

1019 (Bordeaux, Lyon atul .Mar-eilk‘s) 5.».ot»o,0oo 


$7:15,700,000 

f)f the above loan to l^^rjinec $80,200,000 wa-. paid or 
r*‘fundt‘d before the United State', entered the war, 
leaving $050,500,000 outstanding^. 

to IlU3SJ.\ : 

Thri*i**ycar O.pk', Uredit , due .1 line IS, 1019 .lO, 000,000 

Minety day acceptances, 5% - • 2;», 000,000 

Treasury Notes, 5% 1-your, due May 1, 

1017 .. .. .. .. 11 , 000.000 


Ru'^so -Asiatic Bank Oreilit 


25.000,000 


Banking Credit 7,i)00.000 

Five-year 5.p*t, <hie December 1, 1021.. 2. >,000,000 

Loan seiuired by Rus.sian Railroad 

Securities, due 1917, estiuxated at . . 5,000,000 


$l4H,O0O.i)0f) 




Of the abovi', $25,000,000 was paid nr refunded beloro 
the United St at es entered the war. leaving $12:1.000.000 
oiitstaiuling. 

to Ttaov : 

One-year 0% Notes, dvU' Oidobm* 15. 1017 $25,000,000 

O'o Oku MV MV: 

Notes due lOlG (Paid) .. .. 10 . 000,000 

Note.'', due .\pril 1, 1017 .. .. 10,000,000 

.$20, 000. 000 

Of the above, .$10,000,000 was paid befon‘ • he United 
States entei’i'd the war leaving .$10 000,000 on I '•! ,i iidt ng. 

To C.vM.vn.v : 

Dominion l->enr5‘’', Note-' .. .. 25.00t»,000 

Doiixinion 2-_\ear 5'*^ Note-', due .Vngnst 

I. 1017 . . . . . . 2t».000.t)00 

Domiinoii 5'’,,. due 1021. 1020 and 10:11 75,000,000 

I’rov iinaal . Mnmeipal, (k>i'poral ntn ainl 

Railroatl Loans, x’^.stiiiiated at. . 21 t. 000,878 

.$:i:i 1.000 878 

< )1 the ahov’e. $25,000,00lt of the Dominion of Canada 
matured and 820,275,000 of the Prov imial, .Mnnieipal, 
Corporation and Radroail Loans were estimated to have 
heeii paid or n*lunded ln*fi>re t hi' United States eiitei'od 
the war. leaving $280,72 1,878 out si anding. 

'To N K\\ I’OI I N 1>I. VNI> : 

Three -yi ar 5‘‘o. due .Inly L lOlO .. $5,000,000 

'i'lie total loans of the ])eople ot the Unil>cd States to 
other helligercnt government .s, previous to lli<' entry of 
111** Uinteil States into the war, wa- thn- 82.10 1.500.878, 
of whieli .S20,00tt,000 was lent to the Cerinan Umpire. 

'The cutty uf llu‘ Umlcd Slates iut.u the war 
iinxlc a profouud diifcrmit'r to the fiuaTiriiig 
problems of llio Allies. Sin* plaiMMi tit- their 
ilisposal all tin* sums rcijuircd til., or slightly 
}tbo\<‘, lhi‘ samt' rati* of iutcrcsl wlin*h t-lio 
Aiin'i'ictm ( Jovcriimc*!it itsrif pjtid for the 
funds. h'rom April ('». 1017, the date of the 
U.S. (‘utry iiil.o tin* war, the ( iov«*rtmn*!it. made 
advainccs to iior Allies at tin* rtitc of about 
.Sl(M),t)(10,t)lMl a mouth, but befon* a first 

allotiMciit of wa.s cxha.usfiMl the 

tuS, (’ongross authorized an a,d< I it-ioual 
.Sl,Ot)0,0()U,0(hl. By tin* iinl of BUT tin 
United Sta. vs had bait f> t In- 

Allii •s as follows : — 

l.Ktio.ooo.ooO 
1, Uio.ooo.ooo 
500.000 ooo 
:i 2 o, not). 00(1 

)> 5 , 000,000 
,>, 000.000 
:i 000.000 

s:i,88.i nooi'ioO 

As expenditures iiieiea.scd with the higher 
<*ost of <o)miiiodit ies, so tlie advatices ineicnsi'd, 
and it must be ssiid that the (diiled States 
(Jovernment toted on the prineiple not of 
jid\'Jineing so mtiny niilhons to t-he Allie.s, but 
of h*nding wlitilever amount.^, vveie tietimlly 
r<*cpured. B>' the end of the fourth year of 
the war adxtinees made by the United Sttiioa 


< i ri*at Britain 

Ki’.iiiei* 

Itidy 

Kn''.‘-ia . . 

Belgium 

Kimxatna (ihnnigb Uio ri) 
Serbia 
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BANK OF SPAIN, MADRID. 


luul 4*<l tlio graiai total of 

iri'idc up as follows : — 


S 


< (real Hril am 

:{,:u5,0(M>,aaa 

KraiicM) 


Italy 

Toa.aaa.aaa 


(MMi 

hnl^intn 

ir)$.2r»tMMMi 

( I 

IJ.TDO.atM* 

t *iilni 


Srrlua 

12.01 Ml (Mta 


r«i{jii to July :n, mis stj.tu-ijuttjMMt 

Messrs. ,1. I\ Morjrtui also sold |{rittsli 
'Treasury Hills in X«*w ^’ork from tiiiu* to time 
up t»> a maximum outstanding at any period 
of S 1 ,■)(>, (HM),t)(M). Sales Ix'^aii on AujJtust 22, 
11)17, at rjites of discount ranging fidin o{ it) 
t) |)»‘r cent., and wert' eontinuiMi for mor*' than 
a yt'ar 

Hy the beginning of August, I1HS, tin* 
montlily cost of the war in tin* I nited States 
was put at about i:U)(),00(),(M)(l, hut a large 
proportion of this was in the form of ad\anees 
to Allii's. 'Thus, altiuaigh tia* Tnited Statt*s 
t'xpeiulit lire was then C I (),00(),t)00 a <hiy, or 
niNtrly at) fXM’ cent, iimre than (Jrt'at JhitaiiTs. 
tla' real ligiin' was C2,0t>t).<KH) loss, this being 
tht* average daily a<lvtme<\ th-t^at Hritain and 
t lu* United Statics before' the wai* eoIUn'ted 
about t20l>,00l>,t)h(> of reviMiiie, and in Aiigtis:, 
11)18, were both raising ahmit C800,tU)t),00() 
each, hut as the ]>o])ulation of CJrt»at Britain 
was less than one-half of that of the I’nited 
States, the British taxpayta* was actually paying 
more than tiouble as mu<*h as the American. 


'Idle war Virought into optu’ation a new ty})e 
of intc>rnat ional agi'eianent an agnuaiaait for 
a short pei’iod, usually for one year to thi-ee 
yi*ais by which the bclligi rents undertook to 
purcdiase certain goods, or c'xport c<‘rtain goods 
in l•cturn for tiMuporary (inaiK'ial a(‘Coinmoda- 
tion. In addition to the loans raisc'd in tlu‘ 
Uniti'd Stall's, both (heat Britain and Krancc 
raised loans and creilits of this description in 
South America, Holland, Switzerland and 
Spain. Some of thi'se countries, owing to in- 
I'xperiiMice of international finane(\ oi‘ to lai*k 
of politu'al sympathy, wf*re rather slow to 
make tlu'se agreena'iits, but thi' advantiigt' to 
trade to hi* si’cmed by them bt'came (*ventually 
so ])atent that these count rit's ultimatf ly made 
arraiigi'ini'iits of tliis kind. 

.\ considei-able sum was borrow t'd by the 
Allies in .hi|)an. In rluly, IDlti, .lapan placed 
at the <lis})osa.I of the British (lovernmcnt lu'r 
balances in dollai-s in New York up to aO 
million dollars. Five months later the flapam^si’' 
( Jovcrnment arranged to issue to the JapancM' 
public* J^ritish (> per cc*nt. Kxehequer fronds, 
having a curicmcy of thn <* years, the proceeds 
of wdiich wvre converted into dollars in New* 
York. 

In ^Tareh, 11)17, the' .lajianesi* (loverninent 
assisted the French ( Jovi*rninent by is.suiiig in 
tlapan French Treasury Bills up to an amount 
of 20 million yen, and in June, 1917, she placed 
5(1 million yen of Kxchequer Bonds in Japan 
on behalf of the F>eneh. Various issues of 
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Treasury Hills on behalf of Rus.-»ia were floatc'd 
in Japan during the year, but the Japanese 
(Government took nearly all these off the money 
market after the Revolution, so eon vert iim 
them from a loan by the public ti> a direct 
Ittan from the .fapanese CGoveriiment tv> tht* 
Russian ( Joverninent . The amount of bills 
thus dealt with amounted to 221 niillion y<‘n. 
.Fapanese advances to the Allies down to the 
cjul of 1917 amounted to 497 million yen, as 
follows;- To (Ireat Hritain, 209 millions; 
to Russia, 221 millions ; to Franc^', 70 millions. 
( V)nsid(M“able indirect assistance was afforded 
by Japan. At the close of 1917 th<* .lapancst' 
< Jovcrnmt‘nt had invested in Ib itish Trc‘asurv 
Rills in Loiukai €30,000,000. while during fh<‘ 
war Japan redeemed to a very larg<^ i'xtcnt hia 
|(*ans held in (Great Hritain anti Fianct\ Down 
to tlie (*ntl of 1917 she had rt*det*nK*d about 
€15,000.000 of Japanese bonds held in London, 
and €i, 000, 000 tif .Japaiit'st secuiiti<\s held in 
France. At the bt'ginning of 191S .lapan tot>k 
€10.00(),000 of Hritish 'rrt*asnry Hills ait 
.■>J pt'i* ct'ut. discount. Faily in the* sannt* y<*ar 
(Jrtuit Hritain and Friutet* arrangt'd t-o pureluisa^ 
at very largt* (|uanfity of grain in Argt'ntina, 
conditional u])on a crtnlit Ix'ing grantiMl by 


Argentina of £40,000,000 beai'ing 5 [H*r (*<‘nt. 
interest, aiul retiayable in two years. It was 
arranged that the debt shonltl be litpiitlated 
partly by tlu* Hritish and Frtau‘h ( lov’crin mails 
meeting the service of the various Argentimv 
loans held in Furope. riuguay, a few' months 
latter, arrangt'd to givt‘ similar finamial assist- 
ance to (Great Hritain and her Allies for the 
purchase of Fi-ugiiayan proiliux*. It was for 
.SI 5,000,000, bore 5 jier ci'iit. interest, and was 
reileemable in gold in two years. The loan 
WHS si'cured by Fruguayan bonds mobilized 
in FnglamI for this purpose*, and the proceeds 
were used to jiay for rruguayaii products. 
At tlu' same* tim»* the* Hardv of the* ITraignayan 
K.<‘]mblic was aiithorizexl to make* aelvance*s 
up to SS, 000, 000 fell- the* satne* piii'pose*. 

In .A])ril, HFIS, an ag!e*e‘me*nt was inade^ with 
a Swiss tinanc'ial gremp te> make^ monthly 
aelvane‘e‘s ri‘giilate*il by the* epiant it ie*s of 
ine*iehandise* arriving in hairope*an peirts fe>r 
Swiss el(*st inat ieais. Kae*h meinthly atl\ane*e* 
Wiis iieit. to e*x(HH*el 10 million franers, and the* 
arrange*im*!it e*e»ve*re*el the* 10 months e*nele*el 
.binuarv 31, 1919. 'riu* ci*e*dits w’e*re* se*e*urtHl 
by the> ele'jiosit. eif e*ollati*i*al in the* form of 
ne*utral ce>untrie*s‘ s((*nri(ie*s mt>bjli/e‘d by 



[Oftictal photograph. 


A TANK FROM F.UROPF APPEAI.S FOR FUNDS IN NEW YORK. 
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the American Dollar Securities Committee. 
I'he loans wore redeemable in three yeai*s. 

In April, HI 18, Spanish banks, which had 
shown no particular dcsini to (Milage in inter- 
national nnancial arran^<enients of th«^ kind 
imlicated, agrf?e<l to tnake a (;redit to Freindi 
anil United States banks of fit) million pesetas 
(£2,000,000), per month down to tin? end of 
1918, this Ixiin^j^ an extension of a credit of 35 
million pijstdas arranj'eil in an agre€>ment 
signed on Maredj 0 betw(M?n France and Spain, 
'the amount was <‘xtraordinariIy small, but 
thti whcM'Is of Spanisli sympathy worked 


sugar were effected by the British Covernnu iit. 
payment being made in the form of Treasury 
.Hills. 

'J’he British Government' made extensivo 
loans to her Allies continuously during thf^ 
war. From the beginning of the war down 
to the end of March, 1916, there ha<l bet;rj 
advanced to the Allies £288,000,000 and to tlio 
Dominions £88,000,000. In the year end(‘d 
March 31, 1917, the advances wore £539,000,OIM) 
and £59,000,000 respectively. It Imd bem 
anticipated that with the entry of the Unite. I 
States into the war the accommodation rec|uii*'d 



ADMIRAL SIMS (United States Navy) LAUNCHING A MINIATURE WAR-SHIP ON ONE 
OF THE TRAFALGAR SQUARE FOUNTAINS 

In connexion with the War Bonds Campaij^n. 


slowly then, and though Spain re<!oived c'lna* 
mous amounts of gold from the Allies slie 
made little ]^rotitable us(^ of it. Instead of 
utilizing it for loans abroatl, she called in her 
papei* money and n^placed it with gold coins. 
In September, 1918, a secoiul credit w'txs 
arranged for in Spain. It was in favour of 
United States banks. I'lu' initial amount wan 
£3,000,000, to be increased to £10,000,000 by 
monthly instalnxents of £2,000,000. Interest 
was charged at 6J per cent., and the loans wei’e 
repayable in gold at par. Purchases of Java 


from the United Kingdom would diminish, })ut 
the ro(juiremonts of the financially dependent 
nations were on such an increasing scale that 
tlespite the considerable assistance giv^en by 
the United States, there was only a small 
decrease in 1917 in the sums lent by Great 
Britain to the Allies. In the year ended 
March 31, 1918, Great Britain lent to her 
Allies £505,000,000, while the United States 
lent the same countries £450,000,000, making 
a total of £955,000,000, as compared with 
£540,000,000 lent by Great Britain in 1916-17. 
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Hown to tho end of Mareh, 1918, the advances 
to tho Dominions had been increased to 
£194,000,000, the addition in 1917-18 bein^? 
£47,000,000. Tho following table shows the 
?oans made to tho Allies and Dominions in tho 
different periods down to August 1, 1918 : — 

1, 1914. April 1, 1016. 

To |to Maroli .*11. l!)J6.|to March 31. 1017 


about £18,000.000. On November 27 th.' 
third loan was issued, it being in the form of 
4 per cent. Rentes. 'rhe London price was 
fixed at £2 10s. Gd. per 100 francs nominal, 
being the t'cpiivalent., at- the I'xchango of 27.40 
francs per £1, to G9.20 francs, priei* iu 

April I. 1017. April 1, lOlK. Total. 1, lou, 

|to March .11. lots, to Aii^r. 1. lOlS. to An^r. l, i;)|S. 


DonUnions . . 
Allies 


88,000,0(;() 

288,000,000 

376.000.000 


.'I9,00t>.00t> 

539,00t),00t> 

598,000.000 


In addition to thci loans made to the Alli<'s 
by tlie Imperial Covernment, tho Fnaudi 
<5ovcrnm<‘nt issued a portion of its National 
Defence Loans in this country. TJie first isstie 
ma<le in J.iondon was in the form of ])cr cent. 
Ktmtes, and the issue price was £2 4s. per 
100 francs, nominal capital, being the etpiivalcnt 
at tfu^ extdiange of 27. GO to 88 francs, tin* 
price at which the loan was issued in Paris. 
l"his loan, the subscription list for which w'as 
opened on November 30, 1915, was closed on 





SIR VINCENT MEREDITH, 
President of the Bank of Montreal. 

DccembfM* L5, 191.5, and brotjght in £24,000,000. 
On Octobf'r 5, 1916, substrriptions weri^ iiivitcil 
for a similar issue, the price b(*ing €3 4s. Gd. 
per 100 francs nominal capital, being the 
equivalent, at the exchange of 27.50, to 
88.75 francs, the issue price in Paris, 'rhis 
loan resulted in subscriptions airiouniing to 


47,090,000 

605,000,000 

552,00(».000 


14,50(^0O<l 

70,000.000 

84.500,000 


208.r>(M»,000 

l,-102.0(K».0<'0 

l,6lo.r>oo,o(M> 


/.M.- 



BANK OF MONTREAL (INTERIOR). 

Pai’is. I Ins issio* I'i^siiltf^d in subscriptions 
amounting to 67 , 972,900 francs. 

Th<'- fourth issue; also took the form of 4 per 
rent. Heritc*s, hut instead »>f 1)i<* ainoiint oThaed 
Ix'ing (Uiliniited th(; suhsciiptiori was lixed at 

520,000,000 francs nominal capital. The pri< o 
of issue was €13 12s. 4d. pe r 500 fianes nominal 
capital, being the approximate f^piivak'iit , at 
the exchange. 2(> francs to the £1, of tht‘ 
price at wdiich the issue was fnade in I5uis, 
namely, 70.80 francs p<*r 100 francs. Tlu; list 
was opened <ui Nov(*mbcr 12 and closed bcff>rc 
noon on Nov<*mb(*r 15. French 3'i'easury Hills 
WMTc alsf> f>lact*d ht;re, and Italiati credit hills 
wi're for a long time a. regular feature; of the; hill 
market in Lonele)n. 

On the introehje‘tif>n e>f the* 24 th Ve)te; ejf 
(^redit i>n August 1 , 1918 , Mr. Hejuar Law 
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aiiiioniicfd that (h<*at Ihitairi had If^nt to tlia 
AJIk‘s €1,102.000,000 -viz., €.>08,000,000 to 
Russia, €l02,000,0t>0 to Fmu(•(^ €31 :5,00t),0tM) 
to Italy, aii<l €110,000,000 to sinnllcM’ Statvs, 
iiichidinj^ Rolj^iuni, Soi l)ia, Rumania and (;n‘c<*o 
Iwoans to t h(i Doiuinions laid, lu* said, i‘i*a(*)u*(.l 
€208,.’i00,000. 

In 1017 tin* 1 hi t ish ( Joxrrnnu'nt undiatt >ok to 
jiccont Port uma*s<* 'rroasury Rills ha* €2,00t),lHM) 
aial to ^lant ci-i'dil I'oi* all strictly war ex- 
penditure on eofidition that this ere<lit was r**- 
tiinded two yeais al’tei tin* war hy an extianal 
loan. 

In .lanuaiv. 1 0 I S, the Rritish ( Jo\ (‘rninent 
<leeided to aeeepl a “ et'i tain moral responsi- 
hility tor € 1 T.otttt.ttOtt ot' Russian Rills pla(*ed 
in Loialon, ami issue<l in exehan^e therefor 
l2-xear exehocpiri* Ronds carrying .3 per cent. 
inter<*st, involx injz a loss to the holders of the 
hdls <»f 2<t per <*(*nt . These Ronds suhsi*- 

<juenll\’ heearne kn(»wn as moial Olis." 

'rh(' prineipk* was admit te<l early in the war 
that till* I )tanitiiotis shoukl as far as possihU* 
linanee their own war <*xpenditure, and as the 
war pi(>^i*<*ssed thes<‘ Stat<‘s tifianeed their 
re(|uirements t<» an increasing <‘Xtent. 'The 
('anadiati ( iSo\ ermnent , for instan(*e, pro\*ide<i 
eiedit in dollars for the Impi'rial ( Jo\'<‘rnnient 's 
purchases made it» t'anada, whik* oil the 
other hand the Imperial ( Joxeiinru'nt suppli(‘d 
the (^inadian (lo\»*rnment with sterling er<*dits 
for expemliture made hy tliem in kairope. 
('anada. (inaneed to the exti'iit of € 1 20,001 t,0UU, 
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London Manafler, Commonwealth Bank of Australia. 
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out of a total of €200,000,000, contracts plaee.l 
hy the lmper*ial Mimitiotis R oard in the 
Dominion. 'This arrangement (‘lleeted a ^reaf 
sa\'in^ iti exelian^e, for onl\' tin* h ilan<'(‘ of one 
item oxer tlu* otlu*!* lecjuired to he settletl ti» 
obtain a eompli*te adjustmeiit of the indehit'd 
ness on htah sidt*s. In tlu lii-st txxo and a h.\lt 
years of the tl^litine xxai* eoitraets plaei'd in 
('anada hy the Allied 1 iox <'rnnu*nt s xvei*e esi i 
mated at €200,000, ttOO. 1’lu‘se contracts, t..- 

^ether xxith other purehasi's of Canadian f^ood'^, 
enabled ('anada to raist* an a] >pr»‘eiabl(* propoi* 
t ion of her xx ar expx‘ndit \ire out of t axat ioii. Rut 
a.'^ her xxar exp»‘nditure r»'a ‘lu'd about om* 
million <loIlars a day an in<*reasin^ amount had 
to l)o raisi’d by lt>an. Ami ( 'amida's net national 
debt, xvliieh amountiMl to .S32f2,0t> I ,tk3.3 in 
Alienist, lOll, lose t«> S laO.OOO.OOO in dune, 
RMa, t<» Stida.OO hOttO in .Inly, RMli, t<» 

SSOl.OOt.OOO in .Vuirust, l‘M7, and t.> 

.Sl,RH,0(Mt,000 in Aumist, RRS. 

.\ list is subjoined of tlu* xarious xxar loaii'' 


tloateil by Canada durini; the first four x'(‘ai- 
of t he XX ar : — 




Xnionilt. Ititrtr-'l 

tVirii. 

IM M T. 

1 ,1 

.iuJ\ i'u:i 

t •J.’i.ouo nnu ' 

( 1 MJir 

inn 


\ ■2U.UU(J,(MU» •’ 

1 2 yrai'- 

00 \ 

'JikI 

NommuIm I' H>1 .■» 

1UU.(MM).(M)0 

2 .x. (HIO unit 1 
- 2 X, non. nun .'i 

/ 2'> unu.unu ) 

!U y<*:ir'. 

( yt'ar'i 

07 A 
00 XI. 

•.r,l 

M.in h n»l«i 

in vrai" 

( l.X yr.iT'. 

07 r: 
04 04 

nil 

st'ptfinUi i* l‘m> 

tun. nun non r> 

l.'i yi^ar-^ 

07 ( 

Mil 

Man h 1 tU 7 

ixn.uun.onu :• 

20 v<*ars 

ox- 1 \ 

titti 

Aiuriot 11)17 

lun.ouo.unu :> 

2 yt'arn 

( Ti yt'ars ) 
to y»‘ars ^ 
i 2n voar*; \ 

os 

7tli. 

XowmiM'r 1017 

:50s, nun. oiMi "a 

Far 
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•• SUNSET ” POSTHK, 10 ft. by 6 ft. 8 in., 
of Australian Sixth War Loan. 


"Flit* first, tliirtl iiii l sixth 
mtnlr in N**\v York, hut tin* others wtM-e (lojiteil 
ill by the Miiiislei- ot' LiiiaruM' tlnouiih 

the tiaiiks. All the loans isv^in‘(l in the 
|)oinini()!i \N'ere largely o\ ei‘ suh.scrihed. K\- 
eludiiig !)ank suhsei i[)t ion> and efaix (‘rsioii.^ 
tile a|)])lieat ions for t la' Xo\cinh(‘r, Ihlo. tiaii, 
th(* ainonut of wliieh was fixed at S.'itttMHttMMl, 
r»'a(‘h(‘d SThdUkhtHM). 'Tht* whole* amount wa.>. 
;dlotte<k whi<‘h tog(‘th<‘r with S2 1 ,tHM),OtH> 
".nliseiihi'd h^' 1 hi' haidvs, brought the total up 
^o .S |()0,0(>0,(lbt). ddio loan, which was issued 
«ai a liasis yieldinir 5.42 per cent., wa< made 


t*on\ ert il»le into future war loans at the 
issiu' piii'c ot !f7l. ddie foiuth loan (the si'cond 
tioati'd in (Canada) wa*^ I’aised in St‘ptembei\ 
init>. Svdrsci ipt ions amounted t<» Si t.'i.OtMl.tMXI 
but only S H Mt.tM M >,U(M1 wa^^ allolled. 4'his 
li>an, which was i.'^sued on a .*».:>(> po- ccnl. 
yield basis, was couxeat ible into au\ future* 
wai' le»an of 'Jtt ye*ais' e-urre>uu\ e>|- le>imei. 'The* 
(ilth issue (the* thirel in t'anaela) m Mare-h, l!t|7, 
was i*\e*n mein* suee-e'^-ful, f'M- tlioimh the- 
amount a ut he a i/iM 1 wa^ S 1 ;)0.(KKt,U()U. ,,, 

.S.7t»JMMl.(M)(t me>i‘e. tin* subseiipt ieins re*ae*hi*ei 
SlS:htMMt.tM)tt. 'The* numbe*!- eif subse-ri) mm - 
which fen the* lir.'^t anel sce-eniel was 2I,S('»2 an<l 
.‘>l,r»2t‘» re‘spe“it i\ t‘l\ . leise* te) lO.StHt for the* 
thirel e*nussion. 'The* \ ie-ld in inte*re‘.'^t wa'> 
.7.40 per e*e*nt., an<l the* leian was ee>n\ e*rt il)|e' 
on the* same* te*i*ms as the* Si*| »t e*i n be *r, lOMi. 
issue*. Ibit the* se'Xi'lith leiau (the* teMil'tll III 
t’anaela) a(laine*il a e|e*'. 4 ^ie*i* ot sne*e‘e*ss w hieh 
lai‘ out si ri ppe *e I pre*\ ie>us e'lfents. I'his loan 
feieek the* form e»f an issue* ei| li\e*, te'U, aiiel 
t w e*nf \ \ e‘ar bone Is, a 1 1 be*a rinu: •’» pe*r ee*n t . inti* 
re*st , olYe-re'e I at par. Ibit t he* \ le le Is w e*re* .7. Si per 
ee*nl. on the* li\e* ye*ar beniiU, ,7*I)S pe*r eeiit. 
on the te*n-\ear bonels and .7*1)1 pe*r cent. 
e»n the I W i*nt >’ Ve*a r bevuels. dhe'se* bonel.-; we*re* 



TANK WEEK IN SYDNEY: SIR WALTER DAVIDSON Ol'ENINCi THE CA.VIEAION, 

APRIL X 1948, 

In front of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia. 
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THE “TANK BANK” IN TRAFALGAR 
SQUARE. 

A wounded officer buys the first Bond, 
convert iblo into future issues of similar or 
longer maturity. Subscriptions amounted to 
$4) 3, 000, 000. and the amount allotted \va>; 


$398,000,000, although the authorized amount 
had been only $150,000,000. There were no 
fewer than 820,035 applications for the loan 
At the end of the fouiiih year of the war prepara- 
tions were made to float a great loan of 
$500,000,000, which brought the total wai- 
loans furnished by Canada up to $1,250,000,000. 

In the first four years of the war Australia 
raised six War Loans. From August, 1914, to 
June 30, 1918, her war expenditure amounted 
to £184,.598,097, of which £159,895,938 was 
defrayed out of loans, and the balance of 
£24,702,159 was providt'd by revenue. Tn 
the same period the sum lent by the Imperial 


Government was £47,500,000. 

The six 

war 

loans wej*o as follows : — 

Amount 


Date of 



Date. 

Suhserif^ed, 

Ti)tcro«t. 

/o 

Maturity. 

J'rice 

iHt. 

1915 .. 

l:l,:{8‘>.440 

41 Free of 
Taxation. 

Dec. 1925 

l*ar. 

2ii<l. 

Jaiiiiiiry 19 16.. 

21,655,680 

4J Free of 
Taxation. 

Dec. 1925 

l»jir. 

3r<l. 

August 1016 .. 

2:1,587,420 

4 J Free of 
Taxation. 

iMiC. 1925 

Pur. 

4th. 

February 1917 

21,584.020 

44 Free of 
Taxation. 

Dec. 1925 

Par. 

5 th. 

November 1917 

21,213,780 

4§ Free of 
Taxation. 
/44 Free of 
Taxation. 

-j 5 Subject 
to 

Tav.'O'on, 

lX*c. 1927 

Tar. 

6th, 

.4pri1101ft 

42.886,060 

Dee. 1027 

Par, 



THE TANK IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE, 
Which initiated “Tank Week” in London. 
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A DUMMY TANK DOHS DUTY IN THE SECOND INDIAN WAK LOAN CAMPAIGN 

IN CALCUTTA. 


'I'lu* nunihtT of siibsciibors to the first loiui 
WHS 18,748, to the seeoml 28,04'), to fh<‘ fhinf 
102,042, to the fourth 07,472, lo the fiftfi 
41,708, mthI to tht» sixth 212,144. 'The very 


from Will* J^oiins 1 1 44, Til 7, *100, inukiiifr a total 
of t:i40,:J40,547. 

N<‘w /ealaiid rais<*(l thrcM' internal war loans 
in thf' first foui* yiMVrs of the war as f«)lh>\vs : — 


AiiRust 1910 
Srptombrr 1917.,. 
March 1918 


Amount 

Autliori.-«c<l. 

.t 12,000,090 

i:9,r»oo,ooo 


lulorofjl . 

* 


'I’orm. 

1 1 <»r 2."! yi'jiiN 

2 1 yours 
20 yoars 


J.*rioi‘. SiihscriluMl. 

(f)vor) €11.000.000 
fOvi r) €l0.000.00t> 
Kiilly siili c-rihisl 


Kror «»t’ Ni*w Zoaltuul Inconii' 'Tax, 


large increase in the miinbiM* of sub.sc-ribers to 
thf* seventh Canatlian loan and th(‘ sixth 
Australian emission was due to the iinprovcMl 
ond more intensive character of the propaganda 
<*ampaign. Hdie flotation <^f the Australian war 
loans was placed by the (\immonwealt h 
Government in the hatals of the State Hank 
the only State Hank in tlie Kinpirc— viz., the 
I 'omrnonwealth Haid< of Australia. Tlu^ c'ost of 
flotation was extremely low, the figure being 
aV)out 4s. (id. per cent., which inclu<l«Ml coin- 
mission to stockbrokers, printing, adv<‘r( isiiig, 
and a charge of 2s. per c*ent. for flotation and 
tor management expcai.st*s, which covciimI the 
eost of meeting all the coupons, and thi? repay- 
ment of principal at maturity. VYar Savings 
Gertiheatos were also issued in Australia. The 
cash realized from .sales of these certificates 
down to Augu.st 1. 1918, was £.^,023,247, and 


III addition, c-ontimious .sales were ma<h‘ of 
4.i per c<*nt. W’ar Certificates, whieli, like the 
4.J per fMuit. W ar Loans, were exempt, from New 
Zcalanil iiurome tax, and also of .1 piM* f*i*nt . 
JN)st Oflice War Inscribed Stock, flu‘ infi*rest 
on whi(‘h was sul)j<*cf to in<*onic tax, whilst- 
fiirthc^r s)ih‘s \v**rc <*rfect<'«l fJiiviiigh New Xt'a- 
laial f’o.st ()fli<*c. Sa\ ings Hank innds. l)ov\ii 
to St^pt«*mh<M- 30, lOIS^tla- total rai.seil in Ni*w 
Zealand on W^ir Account Irom all sourc*«*s 
amountiMl to £30,2<30,280, made! np of : - 

4 Seeunt ii*s (.Sturk ur llomls) .. €1,712,7.70 

4.i% 22.27:t.:{70 

!! ,, 2,282,100 

loiHl . . €29,200.280 

44ie net crust of raising the Huhlie loans did 

•#* 

not exceed J pc*r crcoit. 

AltogethcM- £70,000, f >00 was authorized to 1)0 
raised in Wtu Loan in the first four ycrars of 
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tilt* war, as follows: — £2,000,000 in 1914, 
£10,000,000 in l91o, £10,000,000 in 1910, 

£28,000,000 in 1917, and £20,000,000 in 1918. 
I’he total war <*X|)(Miditnr(^ in four years was 
£51,400,000. 

All the war loans issued were oxei’suhseribed, 
and it was the praetiee to accept excess amounts 
as subscriptions to th(’ loans, whilst by Section 
40 of the Finance Act, 1917, machinery was 
])rovitled for th<’ com[)ulsory levy of sub- 
scriptions to War Loans. These powers, 
afterwards modifit'd by St'ction 10 of the 
Finance Act, 1918, were put into force*, a?id the 


India made a handsome contribution to tlm 
war. She undertook to contribute £100,000, Onn 
to Great Britain’s war expenditure. I’his 
contributioii was made partly out of loans, 
ami partly by the assumption of liability for 
inter€»st on a portion of the Imperial Wai- 
debt. About £.*15,000,000 was raised by K)an 
in 1917 IS. Meanwhile sales of Indian 
4’reasury Bills locally, an experiment begun oi^ 
October It), 1917, enabled the Indian Govern 
ment to finance an appreciable proportion of 
its expenditure, and to provide exchange in 
India h^r rmf)erial purchases there. 





THK BISHOP OF LONDON APPEALS FROM A TANK IN HOLBOKN. 


sums so rais(*d wcr(» <l(*('mcd to be fully 
authorized although they wen* in exci'ss of the 
sums cu'iginally authorized. 

In I91(i South .Africa floated an internal 
5 per cent. K)an at par, exem[>t from income 
tax and su[)er tax, and repayabh* aft(‘r five 
years at th(* option of th<^ (h>\'crnm(*nt, or in 
20 years, if not previously rcdt'cmed. Niia* 
millions stta’Iing was subscribed to this h»nn, 
of which on<*-half representt‘d the conv('r.siou of 
Treasury Bills ami the other half new money 
Towards the end of 1917 the I’nion Government 
floated anoth(*r war loan on a 5 per cent, basis, 
subscriptions to which reached £5,500,000. 


So successful • ditl the use of tanks [>i(>vt' 
in the loan campaign in Great Britain that 
they wert* introduced for the same purpose in 
all parts of the Empire, and in Allied countries, 
and with excell(*nt results. The fame of th<*st* 
novel engines of war had .spread throughout 
the world, aiut they proved an irresistible attra^*- 
tion. The Ghina and Japan War Savings Asso- 
ciation organized “tank weelvs,” in Shanghai^ 
Hankow, Kol)e, Tokio, and Yokohama, from 
Alay to July, 1918, which result(*id in £1,249,102 
being subscribed throughout the Far East for 
investment in British National War Bonds. 
In Australia, New Zealand and Canada taniva. 
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were also employed, and with conspicuous 
success. 


The following tables show in very brief 
form British finance of the war from August 1, 
1914, to August .‘1, 1918 : — 

Awfttftf 1, 19H, to March :JI, 101.“). 

KxiHMUiiture . . £408,;150,0S1> ItrM'iinr .. .. 1 17 1,77)8.744 

lialanre TH.OOO.r^CU llorrowiiics (nr* ) . . 4(14.001. son 

£r)7ft,7.^>0..'>44 £.')7«,7.')(»..“)4 4 

April 1, 10i:». to March :U. lOlU, 

Kx|)en<lltnrp £1.550.158,077 Kevonur .. .. £.1:01. 7(01.8*24 

IJalaiiw 57.875,006 Borrowlm?- Uu*() . . l,ltu„"»l.").0('7 

£1,. 501 .282.4:1 1 £ 1.. 501 ,282, 4:1 1 

April I, 1010, to March :U. 1017. 

KxiH'iiiliturc .. £2,108,11*2,7 10 Havoiiti*' .. .. £.57:1. 427..582 

JJalam’t! .• 800,85:1 Jiorrowinjjf'i (net ) . . 1,02.5 51.5.081 

£2, 1 08,07:1.50:1 £2. 1 08.07:1. .5tt:i 

April 1, 1017. ff> March til. 1018 

KxpriHlitun* . . £2,000.‘221.40r> Ut*vciOK* .. .. £7o7.*2;U .50.5 

Halaio*-'* .. 5,405,8*20 llorrovviiiu:^ Uu*U . . 1 .08.1,. 581.(111 


£•2.000.8 1 ,5.570 £2.000,8 1 5.570 

April I, 1018. tn Auaasl :l. 1018 

Kx|iciulilure . , £080.118.018 Krvriiin* .. £2:12.008.142 

llahiinH* .. 7,872.011 llorrowiiins ( ncl ) . . 7:10.0:18.705 

£072.246,007 £072,*i40.007 

Awjug*. 1. 1014. to Aui/ast :i, 1018. 

ICxpoiullturo . . £7,0:U.071,:100 Kevenuo .. £2,0*21 .705.857 

ll.ilunc'c .. 8.007,0:11 IWirrowinjj's (iu*1 ).. .5,018.27:1.104 

£7,040,000,021 £7 010.000,0*21 


It is interesting t<» note liere the growth in 
the British National Debt during the first 


four years of tiie war. Tliis can best be doiK' 


in th(^ form of 


Prr-War JK'hl 
March 2 1, 1915 
March 51, 1910 
March :n, 1917 
March 31, 1918 


table, as follows 


£ 

051.009.900 

1.109.000. 009 

2 . 1 10 . 000 . 000 
3 854.000,000 
5,850!000,000 


hoaiiN to Allic'. 
and I 

£ 

52.378 000 
370.000 000 
07 4. 0(40.000 
1,520,00(4,000 


At the end of the fourtli year of the war 
tile gross national dt9)t was unofliieiiilly 
estimated at £9,929,090,000. But this figure 
like f iiose given in tlie table aljovo (whieli were 
oflicial), was no indication of the real debt, 
owing to the largo amoimf of e\pcndit uri' 
which was represented by assets in the form 
of loans to th*^ Allies and Dominions and 
by CSovernment ownership- of enormous (|uaiUi> 
ties of goods of all kinds, including food- 
stuffs, ships, buildings, land, factories and n 
host of oth(‘r assets. 'These assets ucrc so 
considerable that a d(*mand was made tor a 
r(*form of pre.sentiiig (ht^ national aceouiits 
so tliat the assets held against tlu' Statt^'s 
gross liabilities should be clearly shown. 'This 
demand was acceded to, and in his Budget 
speech on April 211, 1918, Mr. Bonar Law set 
out in some detail the assets held against the 
liabilities, while subsequently the Select (Com- 
mittee on National Expenditure reported that 


the War OOiee and the Admiralt y had agreed to 
i*eform their accounts on the lines suggt'sted. 
in his 1918 Budget spet^eh Mr. Bonar Law 
e.stimatcd thi^ National Debt as likely to 
reitch a gross figure of £7,980,000,000 on 
March 31, 1919. Ad\'au(‘cs to flu* Allii's \v(*rt' 
estimated to amount to £L(>32.tM>U,900, of 
which £81 (i, (MX). 000 only was tak(Mi into account, 
this tiguie representing an iillowanet^ of pen- 
cent, in rt'spcct of possible depn'eiat ion in thivst* 
in\ (‘stments. ddu debt due by the Dominions 
lie [)ut iit £244,0f9>,000, and India's net lialaiu'e 
of eontrihutioii at £()4,0(M),(4(M), making a total 
of £1,124,000,00;) of assf'ts. Du this basis 
the ia*t National Dt'ht would amount., to 
£9,8.59,001), OOt). On a vcoy (*onser\ atix'e noIu- 
at ion. Ml'. Bonar Law placi'd flu* \ alu(' of 
assi'ts, in tlu‘ sluipc' of foodstnITs, raw materials, 
etc., at 1!()72.000,000, and arrears nf taxation 
at £.500,000,000. On 1 his i>asis t hi' md Nat ional 
l)(‘ht on March .31, 1919 wjis cstimat(*d to 

reach t;.5,(>84,000,0t)0. 

W'ith th»' (‘onspicnons exception of fle^ 
American, which r(‘maincd ]>ractically constant, 
at ,S4.79.l to th(' pound, aftco* the' flotation of 
t h(» Anglo- Lrioich l.)oan, tiu* fondgn t‘xchangcs 
moved against t hi' Allies with marked per- 
sistency down to fhi' middle' of t lu' great 
(terman offi'iisivc of 1918. But when it wiis 
pcrceiv’cd that that ambitions lilow had faiU'd 
nciitrjds began to purchase Allied cnri'cncics, 
particularly sterling, and rate's hi'gan to move 
ele*(inite*ly, and with a ste-adily growing momen- 
tum, in favoiir e»f the* .\Ilie*s. Mcanwliile' n 
cle'are'i* pe‘re*e*pt ion was ohtaine‘d in the Allied 
e*e)nnt ric.s uf the* xjdiic of a e*|nscr e'o-ordinat ion 
of e'ffort, and this fonnel its meist marked 
e'xpre'ssion, apart fi'om (he stabilizing of 
s1e*rling in Ne*w 5’e>rk, in tin* Itidian Kxeliange*. 
33ie* value* of lire* d(*preeiat(*d \ eiy he‘avily after 
tlie* elisiist(‘r of ( 5i}>e>r(*t t o, as many as 4.5 lire 
he*ing o})t ainalile^ foi* the £1 in.'-.tead ol 2.5.22.^, 
the* normal rate* of exehangt*. 'This d(‘pr<*e-i4it ion 
he‘e*ame' a se*rions matter for Italy, and cause**! 
the* lirst .ste*ps to he* teike*n in the* eliree*(ie)n <»f 
se*c*iii ing an inte*r- Allie**! e-ont lol of the* e*\<*hange*s. 
.\ Xertioneil Institute* of T'xehange* wa.s e*stah- 
lishe'.el in Italy, anel in agi ee-me'iit/ with the* 
Allies it se'eure*el a, e*om[)le*1e* monopoly e»f 
elf'alings in e*xelumge*. I’.xeliinige* ele*ale*rs he*re' 
and in Allie*el eeaintrie*s agie***d to ae*f me«re*Iy as 
age*n1s of the Italian Institute*. 'Tliis in<*asure» 
proved ve*ry edfee-tive, anel e*nal)le*ei Italy tei 
reduce, in August, 1918, tlie* rate* of exc-hange 
to 30.25 te) 30.37 J lire* to tlie^ pound and tej 
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koej:) it at that figure down to the time t>f tht‘ 
signing of the armistice. Below are given 
tablt^s showing by half-y(‘arly pt^riods the 
fliietuation.s in exchange from the beginning of 
IlMfi down to the middle* of 1918: 


well marked features of the year were a 
huge rise in imports and a substantial in- 
crease in exports. In the following tables an^ 
shown tlie figures for imports and expoits in 
1919 : 


KLLICTUAT 10 N.S IN FOKKION KXCII ANOI^. 


Paris . . 

.N«*w York 
\nist>enlaiii . , 
Italy.. 

Madrid 
f.iHlMin 
Swit7<Tlaiid 
('tiristiania 
St fx'kholni 

Prlronrad 
Aloxatidria 
Point »ay 

lloiiK koiiK . 
Sliaiivftial 
Singapore 
YoKotiaina 
IliH'iios AIrrs 
Valparaiso 
Kj<» d<* .lafa*iro 
-MoiitcvNli'O . . 
lama ( IVrii) 


Mptliixl of 
Qintinp. 


Tar of 
Kxchanm*. 


January 1, 
1916. 


Francs to £1 
Dollar'* to £ I 
Floriii.s to £l 
Lin* to £1 
Pesetas ts> £1 
Pen<u» to Fsondo 
Francs to tl 
Kroner to tl 
Kroner to tl 
Kroner to £l 
Kouliles to 1 10 
Piasirt's to £1 
St4*rlinpf to lluftt'e 
St<‘rliiu' to Dollar 
St.^’Tliinf to 'racl 
.Sterling to Dollar 
SterlinK to Vvmi 
Pence to (killar 
Pence to P<*ho 
P ence to Mllreis 
Pi'iice to Dollar 
Frnriisli topenivian £ 


25-22*/., 

12-10 

2:.-22*/2 

25-22*/.. 

r,:>.*/,dr 

25-22*/, 
18-15 
18-1.5 
18- 15 
9t-57 
97*/.. 
If*. 4d' 


27-7:i 

4-7-t*/., 

lo-8:{ 

:u-45 

25-05 

:{4d. 

24 9(t 
17-25 
17-10 
17-:t5 
1 5»r. 
97^/ « 


January July], 

1917. 1917, 


28-1:13/ 
4-763/, 
11-48*/., 
:{o:i 5 ‘ 
2:j-47 
:t5d. 
25-22*/2 
l6-27*/jj 
16-:{0 
16-:i2*/., 
1 55*/2r. 
97*/, 


1h.4'/„<I.' U. 13/^.., I. 

Is. J0’/„<i. 2s. 1*/Hd. 

2s.0'/,d. 2s. Il^/.d. 

2s.43/,...d. 

4«'/,.l. 4K>V„,I. 

12' ',.1. 12>V.,fl. 

*V.% <lix- 


27-79 

1 1 -68 
:i2-7:i*/., 
22-25 

:n*/,d. 

24-or.V4 

17-10 

16-16*/.. 

17-42*/; 

1 .58r. 
^»7Vi« 
Is. 43/,r.d. 
2s. 43 / .jd. 
:1s. 6*/^d. 
2s.43/,,d. 
2s.i;/,«d. 
50Vb< 1. 
n‘V\«d. 
123/.,„d. 
5.5 (i: 


January 1. July l 
1918. 1918.’ 


27-:19V3 

I 4-763/,’ 

: 11-56 
I 34-45 
20-:j2'/, 
:n*/,d. 

22-65 
16-15 
1 5-58 
16-27*/, 

216* /gF. 

97*7, 

' ls.47,.d. 
2s. 6«/,d. 
:ls. 93 / ,d. 
2s.4*/,d. 
2s. 1V«<1. 

50*/,d. 

i2;v,,d. 

’■'‘r./.l,-''- 


27-213/, 
4-763/^ 
10-95 
:*,0-86 
19-50*/- 
303/ j,d. 
20-77 
14-49 

14- 08*/, 

15- 25*/o 
359r. ‘ 

‘-> 77/42 

iH. r>*/:,2d. 

2s. Il3/,jd. 

4s. 3*/od. 
2s. 4*/i„d. 
2s. 2d. 
.52*/,d. 

6I*/,d. 
ft?;, dis. 


27 - 153 /. 

4-76*3/;, 

0-:i3 

4:1-4 8 

17-34 
30* /,d. 
18-98 
15-11*/. 
13-46*/: 
1.5.:i.3>/; 

97^16 

ls.6*/_d. 

3s. :i /,J. 
4s. 8*/^d. 
2s. 4*/,,d. 
2s. 2»/,,d. 
51*/,d. 
IfiVud 
12=*3/;,d. 

61*/„d. 
17% (Ps. 


‘rhf. ollicial figures ef Or(*at Britain’s overseas 
trade in 1919 did not afford a eoinpl<‘t<‘ survey, 
as was usual, of tlic* eouiilry’s foreign trade. 
'I'lie.y w(M-e maimed in I h(‘ interests of national 
saf(*ty and swolltdi by high priet's, an<l tlierefon* 
extreme (‘antion is iu'ee.s.sary in making 
e<»nipiiiisons with pn^vions nr, as will be 
-soen later, with snbse(|nent periods. The 


Imimuits is 1916. 

ATaoiiiit. 

£ 

Foo<l, drink, and tobacco 419. 1()().()24 
Raw iiiatorials and articic.s 

nuiinly unnuinutact nred :i36,79l,7f0 
Articli-s wholly or Tuainly 

iiUiinifaet nred .. .. 1 89, 1 94. ,348 

Miscellancou.s . . . . .3,3.53,780 


Im;. or Df'c. 
£ 

}-38.292.0li:i 

H .50.222.189 

1 7,711.1,30 

4- 3.51.700 


£918,500.192 -! £96,013,112 
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PREPARING TRAFALGAR SQUARE FOR THE ‘‘FEED THE (SUNS” GAMPAICSN, 

OCTOBFR 1918. 


Ill X POUTS. 

(Mas Afuotmt. ■ Di- 

£ 

Food, drink, aiul lohitct'o 29,495, 1 (»8 4,41M,499 

Kaw miitarialM, .. (i4,M 15.098 11,091,058 

Articles wluilly or inainly 

ituuiiifaciurod .. M9.M,M97,751 lOO. 170,0(»(» 

MisiTlIaiK'oiis 19,041,(590 l,5,'{5,7M(i 

'Potals .. .. 1:500,279,707 | € I 2 1, 1 M ,259 

K K- Fx pniiTs (of Fi»hkh;n vnd Coi.omm. 

Mum ii \Ninsi-:). 

(Ma'"<. Amount. In<-. t»r 

t t 

Food, drink, and tobart'o 21,077,44(i l,H21,2.">o 

Haw materials, tdr. .. 19. IMO.OMO —.7,451,217 

Artiolos wh<»lly or mainly 

num n tact u red .. 27,218,230 i .>,230,800 

Miscellaneons .. .. 104,353 4(5.181 

'Polals .. .. 1:97,50(1,178 -Jt 1 ,49.5,.507 

In 1H17, further inllatioii of priee.s was not 
the only disturbing faetor in the trade statisties, 
for in that year elianges vvt»r(‘ also made in (lie 
basis of the aceoiints. From (In; Iteginiiiiig ot 
July, 1!H7, anrl su})st‘(|uently, the o.ec*oiints 
wert^ made tt> include iiKo-chandise. imported and 
• xporled in Govco-nment as well as in private 
owiH^i'ship, except goods for the ii.se of the 
Aj‘iny anti Navy abroad. Ilefort* tliat pei-iotl 
(he figures for imports indudt'd all articles of 
food but did not include other goods irnporttMl 
by the (hiverninent, and the figurt*s for 
exports excluded goods taken from (TOvermn(‘nt 


stort's and goods bought in (Jreat Ihilaiii 
by thi‘ ( Jo\ t*rnmt‘nl and shippt'd boanl 

( e>v<*rnmt‘iii \’essels. 'This albaatitai was 
iH'ce.s.sai'V, for (lie ( lovt'i imu n(> had gra<liiall>‘ 
assumt'd (he position ot an impiat. and eixporl 
mt9t*hant to such a degri^t* as to rendei- tin* 
returns more and more inadetpiat t*. Ihit th<* 
revistMl (igures did not inelinir munitions aiKl 
storcis tor tin* use ot the Army aiul Na.v\' 
abroad. In vi<‘w ot the change's mad(* it was nol 
surprising that (lie ligurcs tor 1917 <‘stablishcd 
a “ recortl." 


Mi'oins IN 1917. 


( 'hi 

Ana amt . 

1 m;. or Doc. 


C 


FiMiil, flrink, a Mil tubaa 

455,31 1.9()3 

39, 1 15,33' » 

H»tw iiuitcruib ami Jir( n-h*- 

miiiiily iiiimumiraict (iri'il 

385,37 1,( 9 

18.582.279 

wliully or mainly 

maiiiilit(*l iii'i'tl .. 

218, 181,514 

29,299. 19t» 

Mi 

<5,985.91 1 

! 2,7 32,131 

I'otab i:i,(M)5, 25(5, 197 

t 1 115,7 19,915 

(Mav-. 


1 m-. or 1 9-4-. 

Food, flniik, ami tola 

19,377.955 

t 

13,1 IS. 1 13 

Haw rnatariab, «•(«'. 

97,3(57, 1.39 

3,022.332 

Articles w’lioilv o»‘ im 

mamifact urcfl . , 

121,599, 119 

28, 198,(589 

^Ii^^<*lIam•o^l^ . . 

19,968,999 

929,379 

’Total- 

f525. 398.99 1 

i 119,929.281 
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Rk EXPORTS (Poreh;n' and Colonial Mkrohandisk). 


Pood, drink, anti tobacco 
Raw niatorials, etc. 
Articles wholly or mainly 
mannfactnred . , 
Misccllaneons 


Amount . 
t 

7,496,007 

4:1,250,708 

18.727.057 

77.5(H) 


Inc. or llt*c, 
£ 

— 13,580.479 

— 5.885,031 


— 8.521.170 

— 26,348 


Tot aU 


£00.552,211 


— £28.01:1,037 


111 onliT to ilhistrato the iinportaiit factor of 
higher prit'cs on the trade tignrcH, a table is 
8iibjoim‘d showing the cpiantity and \’ahie of 


470| millions in 1917, against 344 J millions iu 
191(>, 368 millions in 1915, 170^^ millions in 
1914, and 134 millions in 1913. 

From what has ht^en said it will have ht^ n 
noted that tlie effects of the war on finance and 
trade grew more marked and profound as th(i 
war pi’ogressed and absorbed more and mor< 
of the world's activities. 13ut the method of 
financing also had \'ery important effects. For 
instance, in 1916, when (on July 3) thi^ last of 
the minimum prices were aholishcfl, 387 repir- 



MR. BONAR LAW SPEAKS AT THE CUJILDHALL, SEPTEMBER 30, 1918, 

In the “ P'eed the tluns” campaij^n. 


•certain piiiudpal ariicitvs dc*alt in in 1!M3 and 



iMI'OMTs HU:’. A\P 
Quant it> . 

1017. 

Value. 




— 

— 




UU:i. 

1017. 

HU:i. 

1017- 


'Tons. 

Toms 

t 

1 

Wood aiul 

thiduT 

1 1,01(1. (MIO 

2, 170.000 

20.870,000 

2:1,01 2. OOti 

Haw <*otton . . 

071,000 

725 000 

7(t 571,000 

1 lO 501.000 

slu'cp-*’ wool 

:ir»s.ooo 

270. (too 

;14.277.00(» 

40. 725,01 »0 

Kla\. luMiij'- 
and iv6»‘ 

(iOO.OOO 

111 5,000 

ls,;i 08 .o(»o 

25.7.sn,ooo 

Cottonseed 

(ur» 000 

2l0.(»00 

4 OIS.OOO 

4,002,000 

Kla\ or liieeed 

o:>o.oo(» 

205,000 

7. 1 05. 000 

5,.'i08.0(i0 

'Tallow an«! 

Htearine 

101,000 

.‘12. (MM) 

:t. 41:1.000 

1.081.000 

Hides.. 

7:1.000 

81.000 

5.848.(JO0 

1 1.7.5s. 000 

Hnl>l»er 

70.000 

80.000 

20.525,000 

2:l.8(j«.000 

Iron and 

2.220,000 

407.000 

I5.2:i2,(»00 

10.80:1.000 

Maildnery .. 

104.000 

72.000 

7.282.001) 

8.8«:t.000 

I.ealher 

50,000 

;i:i.ooo 

10.572.000 

10.540.000 

PaiHU" 

tu 1.000 

1 IIO.OOO 

7.674,000 

4,100.000 


The reveaU'd adverse' balance of trade was 


sentative sccurilic‘s deprc*ciated in \ alii(‘ to tin* 
(*xtent of 149 millions, making th(' aggri'gate 
deprec‘iation from tht* outbrc'ak of hostilities 
in August, 1914, down to the close of 1916, 
583 millions. To a very huge c'Xtent this 
depreciation was ca\ised by the mt'thods of 
fiuancing follow(*d in 1915 and particularly in 
1916, when all fixed intert'st bt'aring securities 
hati to hi' markiMl down in adjustment to the 
rate then established for (lovernment borrow- 
ings. This was proved by the fact that in 1917, 
when the high money rate policy was aban- 
doned, there was a distinct check to deprr'cia- 
tion, the decline in fixed interest bearing 
securities being only £26,000,000, against 
£158,000,000 in 1916. If theie had not been a 
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<]epreciation of £100,000,000 in Ainoriean 
sociirities, there would actually have be(‘n an 
appreciation in 1917, despite the fact that war 
borrowings were on a larger scale in 1917 than 
in any of the previous years. Double cpiotations 
(buying and selling prices) were itMiistated in 
the Stock Kxchange Oflicial List as from 
August 14, 1910. But members of the Stock 
Kxchange had a very lean time down to the 
middle of 1918, when business, despite t ht^ ban on 
speculation, increased owing to buying induced 
by the enormous profits which wen* made by 
practically all classics of companic's, t>wing 
partly to profitable war contiacts, to the 
incidence of the excess ]nofits duty, which ))ut 
a premium on extravagancre, and to th(^ inflation 
of commodity prices. The profits of companies, 
))art icularly those engaged in the production of 
war materials, grt'w to an laiormous cxt<‘nt, 
and it becanai the fashi<in for <*om])iUiii»s to 
expand their capitals by distribution^ of 
“ bonus ” shares, in ordta* to make profits and 
dividends look less lai‘g(‘. Tlu‘ iucr(‘ases in prices 
and j)roHts, and the reduction in suj)plics which 
<*aused it, led to (iovernnuMit control being 
<‘stablished to an ever-incrc^isiug exb'iit over 
ordinary trading ; but though this control 
<‘(*rtainly put a brake on tht‘ soaring tend<‘nc\ 



PAINTING A BIG POSTKR. 


of prices it did not prevent the aggrc'gafc cost of 
living from rising steadily or cause any seusiblt^ 
diminution in profits. This was bc'cause inflation 
of the currt'iicy was ci>ntimially for(‘ing tlu*m 
up. As showing the efh'ct of ct^ntrol on prolits 
through prices it may b(' point i'<l out that 
wlu'reas in the year ended .hint' ;{(), 1917, tlu' 



AT THE BASE OF THE NELSON 
COLUMN. 


lU't profit, aff(‘r dt'diiction of dt*ben1un* interest, 
of 918 industrial compaiiies was tH2,9().'),792, an 
increase* of £11,292,989, or Iti p(*i‘ cent., the 
)>rofifs of 1,178 <*onipani<‘s in t lu* following y<*ar 
w(»re £91,571.8(91, an increast? of only £757,229, 
<a' (f*8 ]H‘r cent, Ihil th<* int'reast* in tin* year 
<*nded .June* 89, 1!) 1 8, was largei' t han it appt'ai t'd 
to bt*, foi' in many cast's excess profits duty for 
twt» yt'ars was chargi'tl against tin* piM)fits ft>r th‘‘ 
yt*ar cinled t)n that tiate. 'Tliat [)roflts inci’cascd 
enormously is sht>wn by tin* expansion in 
(?xct\ss prt>fits duty collections and in incomes 
which (tana* up for r(‘\’i(*w for income fax 
purposes. In 191(>-17 tin* exct*ss p?‘ofits tlufy 
yi Idt'tl £189,929,999, ami in 1917-18, 
£229,2 1 4,99(f. Tht^ grt>ss incomes inci’ea>.ed 
f olltiws : 1J194-95, £912,I29,(»89 ; I 9 I 2 I 8, 

£i,l I !,45(i,418 ; 1918-14, £ 1 , 1 (>7, 1 8 f ,229 : 

I 9 1 4 - I 5, £1,288,818.897 ; 19 1 5 1 9, 

£1,822,984,84 8 ; 1919 17, £ I ,(>(>2.72 1,928 : 

and 1917-18, £ 1 ,899,99(),999. 

44it' following t>d)l<“s sln)\\ the mt)\'»*menl ot 
])riccs of commotlit ies during tin* first tour y<‘ars 
tif the war. 48ie first talilt*, cornpilt'tl by t he 
Hoard t>f Tiiult*, slmws the >i\fragi* perct'ntage 
of increase from August, 191 1, tt> August. 1918, 
in retail prices t>f the principal articles of fotxl in 
tht* l’nitt‘d King<lt>ni. ft may be explaint'tl that 
the articles includetl are beef, mutton, bacon. 
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fish, flour, t<‘a, siij^ar, milk, f>utt<*r, 

«jhc( S(*, lOJir^Hiinc*, and j)otjdo(^s. 

AviaiAOE PkIK'KNTAOK rNt’KK.X'-K. 




laoiit fi. 

1011. 

10 la. 

1 0 1 0. 

1017. 

10 JS. 

JarniM ry 


IH 

ir, 

ST 

ino 

Krhniatv 


aa 

17 

so 

jns 

Marrii 


•> 1 

IS 

02 

1(>7 

April . . 


lM 

10 

Ot 

ino 

Muy 


20 

a a 

OS 

107 

J . . 


:{; 

aO 

ln2 

ms 

July 



01 

ini 

im 

Au;iu-.l . . 

la 


on 

102 

IIS 

Srpi 4-rril i):r 

in 


0.% 

pit; 



< O-t oIxT . . 

12 

m 

OS 

07 


j:i 

41 

7H 

mo 

l^t'ffllllMT 

10 

44 

S4 

lOfi 


In tho iK^xt table a (Maii))aris<»u is mad.- 
l>et\vc*en the iis(‘ in prices of beef, bread, Vnitter 
and milk in Allitnl, Neutral and Knemy count rie- 


(tJi(‘ li^ui-es were 

issued 

by thf^ 

Ministry 

Tood) : — 

July, 

July, 

Oct.. 

< Muiul ry. 

1011. 

1017. 

1017. 

I'liilrci Kiii;r«l<>m 

mn 

isr, 

170 

Kraru-f . . 

mn 

170 

100 2n:{ 

IlaK .. 

mn 

140 

Jal 
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I7»ite*(l Stfttea 

1CM1 

110 

118 \.VA 

Sweeten 

100 

100 

1 78 L‘eis 

Switzerland . 

100 

180 

1 80 -j I 

(.le-niuiny 

iOO 

181 

•Joi 2ia 

ria 

KK) 

318 

:U>7 .702 

In both of the*se- 

table-s 

ae‘C‘e)unt 

was take-n etf 


alterations in tlie (quantity aial kind ot‘ (la- 
foods consumed owing to scarcity and otlu-r 
causes. Systematic control of food prici-s wa< 
established in tla* Ihiited Kingdom in duly' 
1917, and on the basis adopted for cakailation 
lu) furtht'r advance on balance occurred within 
the next 12 months. It slu)uld be noted that an 
independent cakadator, the KcoHotnisf, recorded 
a. gtaieral advanct' in piices throughoul the war 
period. Tla' Ecoucntusf's Ind«‘x NuiuIhm-, co\ ei iiig 
all essential ct)mino<lities, moxaal as folk>ws : 


(avri - 


nun-:*) 

tan. 

.‘>00 

.eon 

500 

400 

700 

2.200 

lOO-ll 

.I;m. I 

;)(>.{ 


ei 4 2 

4!n 

572 

2,ei22 

1 10-2 

\ |»ril 1 

:)e;ei 

n 

e»2e>A 

too 

707 

2.707 

ll.->o 

.liilv 1 



siei 

471.4 

77 1 

2.7 40 

1 17<I 

Kiiel .Inly 

aTa , 


ei 1 <>i 

101.4 

77 ; 

2.707 

1 1(4 ei 


eui 

:;aa 

ii2el 

474 

7S,8 

2 .f:os 

1 22e; 


ei 10 

lO.'i 

ei I H 

4 72.4 

0 47 

2.780 

1 20- 4 

.. <)<-l. 

«.7eU 

KKlA 

7(i0 

47.S 

e».77 

2 72,2 

124 2 

N«»\. 

eis:; 

407.i 

7 1 2 

472 

0 .8 4 4 

2.70ei 

127-.. 

Ih-e*. 

711 

mi 

.70 a 

4 7(4 

08ei\ 

2 800 

127-.; 

1 a 1 :> 








Msir. 

sto 

427 

707 

ei4 4 

707 

•{.{07 

170-2 

.Iiiiii- 

MS 

I2S 

(iOl 

02 4 

7741 

;; 2.70 

1 47-7 

.. Si'pl 

soai 

170t 

ei<i7 

OIOA 

7e4<» 4 

2.2, {(4 

171 li 

lli-c. 

laui 


t lei 

751 

71 li 

.8 4.8). 

2,.0 ’,4 

le;7 1 

Mar. 

i aia‘ 

.")(»; *, 

7aei4 

S7 1 

01.2 ' 

4.01 { 

182*4 

.. .lune- 

asp' 

:.2o 

70 4* 

S<47 

1.017 

4.21;; ; 

101*7 

Se-|it. 1 

i.ois 

.720 J 

a:;7 

S7Si 

1,072 

4.42;{ 1 

20 1 e» 

l)‘*e- ! 

i.’iai , 

.7.7 

1,1241 

S2 4i 

1,112 

4.00.8 1 

! 22 I e> 

1 a 1 7 







, Mar 

i.:;a» 

emu 

1 .22ei 

S2 41 

1 ,2.82 

7.2,00 

1 2 40 0 

.liiiie- 


e;72' 

1.14 1 

H4U 

1.27HJ 

7,ei4e; 

2,>ei-e4 

Srpl. 

l.-JLM i 

72e; 

I 7(MU 

.S22i 

I .27 4 i 

7,0.2 4 

' 2.7e; 1 

iK-r. 

i.'iseu 

(ise; 

i.eisii 

S.JOi 

1, {4.8 4 

7,8 t7 

2ei7-2 

lais. 

1 







.. Mai. 

i.uas 

e;a7 

1 .777 

S2(i 1 

l,2H> 

7,807 

' 2ei0 0 

.llllH- 

1.J7I 

7774 

1 .s 1 U 

861 i 

1,280.4 

0.107 

1 277-.. 

Se-pt. 

l.-JleU 

770 4 

1 ,0-20 

.880 ! 

1.2.0 4 

0 22.8 

1 282-7 


ddie Eronomisf figures were a st raiglif forward 
conipaiison t)f ])riees, without any moditica- 
lion in the inetluxl of cakailation. 

"^rhi' advance is to be attribut<*d to the 
incr(‘ase of purchasing power fliat was in tln‘ 
haials of the public as repre.sented by currera-y 
not(-s and Hank of Kngland notes, tli<‘ figui*es for 
w hich W’orci as follows 



( 7irrf*n<?y 

llniik of 

Date^. 

N i )t <--s 

Ko;_djui(l \(»t« 


Dot 'tiiiidiii^. 

( jj reol.'it ictii. 


t; 

t; 

Dee. .30, 10 It 

38,4 78.10 4 

. 30,130.180 

dune- 710, 101-7 

10..77ei.8Ol 

31,030.280 

De-e. 30. 101.7 

07. .727. 100 

. 3.7, 2.7.7 

Jiiiic- 30. 10 10 

112.:{ 10.278 

. 3.7.800,2;{O 

De*e. .10, 1010 

148.770.4 40 

. 30.80.7. 1 lie) 

Jnm« 30. 1017 

103.0.71.001 

. 40.202.70.7 

Dee. 30, 1017 

212. 1.70.0.70 

40, .70 1,020 

June 30. 1018 

2.70, 227, .7 1 0 

.71,002.011) 


i7y 


A total ot t2S,r><>hdfh9 was a(‘(‘umulated in 
gold in th(‘ eurnaiey note ledi-mption account, 
but wlu‘u it liatl i»*ached this figure' the stri>ng 
ek'uumd lor ge»M lor expoid made it ia'»*«'ssary 
to r»‘traiu Imm pla<*ing more of tln' nu'tal 
against tlu' issue* e>f ia)te‘s. anel its plae*«' was 
take*n by ( loN’er'imu'ut st'eurities, tlms placing 
the* issue* to a gre'at e'xte'ut eai a lidea-iary basis, 
d'he* Haid\ of haiglaners !a)te' issue' also siiowe'd a 
ge ne'rally eli‘e*i‘e*asing golel e*e)\'e*r. On .luni* dll, 
nil."*, it amounte*d to td2,091,S9t; e)n |)e*ce*m- 
bei‘ dtl, 191.'), to £.7 I , t7(), 107 ; e)n dune* dO, I91<), 
to to I ,d7Jl,72S ; em I )e*e*embe'i- dO, 1910, to 
tr>4.9.77.101 ; e»n duller dO, 1917, to £.75,242,27*) ; 
eni 1 )e‘eemlH‘r do, 1917, te) £59, 1 t)S,S 10 ; einel e)n 
.lune* .do, 19 IS. to £l)5,d.dd,55S. 'I’lu* expansit)n 
in t he* e*ui‘i*e*ncy was the* i*e*sult of the* e‘i‘e'atie>n of 
ere-elit w lue'li the* financing of the* war involveMl. 
but it is eliOicuh to e*s(imate* the* re*al e*\pa?isioTi 
in the e*uri'<*iie*y t bed oe«*urred. bceaeise the) 
\ e'loe-it y e)f curee-ncy is ji 1 hing ilinicidt to gauge*, 
but some- light eai this is gi\e‘ii by the* ligure*s eif 
the* Leaielon Hanke-rs' ('le-aiing Ihaise*, whie*h 
w e*re‘ as folleiw s : 


1017 

10. 121. 10(4.000 

10 1 (4 

1.7.27.7.0 Ki.eieiO 

10 1.7 

13. 107. 72.7. (leM) 

toil 

1 1, (414.7, e) 18.000 

10 13 

1 (4. 43(4. 10 4.000 

10 12 

1.7.0(4 1.773,000 


4'he* (iguie* for 1917 was e'asily a re-eord. It 
sheeiiM be- ne»te-d that 1912 wus a ye-ai* eif gre*jit 
traele* acli\'ity. l\le)re‘e >\ e-r*, in e-emsiele-ring the) 
greiwth e)f c-urre'm-y it- is iie-ce-ssary to be)ar in 
mijiel that banking ele-pe)sits are* pe)te*ntial 
curre*ncy. The- de-posits e)f 19 l^aiglish banks 
ine-rease-i| as fe>lle)ws : — 


1 ‘H f 

l*Mei 
la 1 7 
1 a I H 


.Miliiore 
7 17 
ait 
an? 
l.aeiH 
l.:{ta 
tan! 


Owing to the; highe-r le-ve*! e)f eommodit ie-s, it 
be*e*ame* a ge-ia-ral practie e* of those- with banking 
acce)unts te) ke*e*p large-i* amounts ejii de-pe^sit 
in e)rele‘r te) finanere* the-ir e-xpe-nelit ure-. 


ddie* meist. striking (‘ff«*e-t eif war aeti\ity on 
industry wets te) fex-us atte*ntie>n nn (lie? ael* 
\'antage*s te) be) obtaine*d by large- scale- we)rking, 
anel by e-f>of)e*rat ion inste-ael e)f e*e)mpetit ie)n. It 
wjis se» appan'iit that thfvse advantages weae) 
seibstantial that amalgamations bee-a,me) ve-ry 
eeanmeiii in the- manufeict uring treieles anel othe-r 
busiiie-sse-s, part ie ularly in the) iron, ee»al, ste-ed, 
anel e-ngine-e-ring tiaele-s, the- e.-hemieal industry. 
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ll»f‘ Tioii-fcrroiis nirtal 1ra(U*s, and in the 
( \[)l()sivc trades. In order to break the prt*- 
war German eontrol of the non-ferrous metal 
markets, tlie Xon-Ferrons Metals rndiistry Ael 
uas ])assed, whieli ])roliibit(‘(l dealings in non- 
ferrons metals without a ji(*enee. A lieenee 
was refus(‘d iiridei- this Ael to a \ <*rv prominent 
linn in London, wliieli before the war was a 
<*oTinexion of tlie Metalgest-llsehaft, and this 
(irm was eom[)elled to go into liquidation. A 
pui-ely Ihitish eoneein was establisiaMl to seeun; 
Ihitish eontr<il of the Kmpire s trade in non-fer- 
rous jiK'tals, lualer t he t it le of the Jhitish Met ads 
( 'ta poration. Aiaather inqiortant develo])m(*nl 
of this ])eriod was the est ablishment of tht‘ 
Imjierial .Mineral Kesourees JUirt'au, an of1i« ial 
organi/ation set u]» t<» a<*t as a. sort, of (.'(‘iitral 
Mines Department for th(‘ haupin*. Th<‘ de- 
\el(»pment of the mineral rescjurees of the 
l’nil(‘d Kingdom was greatly stimulated meaii- 
w hile, as well as its smelting facilities. 

'riie jiinalgannat ion movi'iiaait in iinlnstry 
spreail to insurjuiei* and banking. Ihmkers 
foiesaw that the l)ig units of industry would 
reijuire larger banking accommodation than 
liefoi'e t h<* war, and idl tlie ehi<*f banks in tlu‘ 
kingdom proeee<led to alisorl) oim‘ another in 
l‘.H7 and IIMS, until tluai' \M‘re only ii\e gri^at 
banks left in I lie Met ropolis (uit of elex i'n at the 
beginning of the nnui-. '.riie London and South 
AN estern was al)soi'be(| liy ( Ik' Loialon and Pro- 
\ iiu ial. \Nhieh in tuiii was absoiLed by Har- 
elay's Dank. 'The National Pro\ineial aial the 
rnion of London and Smith's joined forces, 
the London ('ounty and WCst minster absorbed 
Tarr’s, and the Loiahm ( ity aial Midland 
aeipiii'ed the l^ondon v)(»int Stock, A fi*atureof 
the banking amalgamat i»)n moxianent was the 
tj'ndeney of the baiglisli banks to e\t<Mid, for the 
lirst time, t heir act i\ it ies to t he I )ominion-^ aia I 
foieiga etaint ri(‘s, «Mther by tlu* acquisition «»f 
controlling interests in oxersea banks, or by 
t h<‘ c(Uiclusion of xx orking ariangcments. Llox'ds 
liaidv absorbed tfu' Capital and Count ii‘s. and 
ac(phn‘d contrttl of the National Ihmk of 
Scot lain! and the London and Hixcr IMab' IJaidN. 

Danking pra<*tic(' meanw hile began to broaden 


the basis of business. Tlie suppjvssion of thi* 
( Jerman lianks in J.,ondon, xx hieh was com 
pleted in 101 S, caused the I'aiglish lianks to 
diwelop in x ery large measure tlaar accept - 
ance busiiK'ss, and a great <‘xpansion occurre d 
in the dev(‘lopment of foieign exchange. bi 
.Iunt‘, 1017, as tlu' re'sult of recfanmendat ions 
made by a committee, a bank was formed with 
the sp(‘eial object of giving tinanciid facilitit"- 
to trad(‘ and industry of a kind mitsidi^ the 
scope of ordinary deposit bank business. 
This bank was incoi[)oratt'd by Koyal Charte r 
uneler the^ title* of the British Trade* Coi'peiratieui. 

In 1017 and 101 S attention V)e‘gan to be* 
elrawii to the* pi-obleans of rece>nsti‘uctieai. It 
was ])(*reeive‘d with inere'asing e-le‘a!ne*ss as thi* 
W’ar ])rogre*sse*el that these* proble'ins xxeeuM 
in<*re*ase‘ in inte*nsity anei complieat ieui with the* 
tireileuigat ion eif the* war. d'he* substit ut ieni 
eluring the* war of Cox e*i nme*nt fe)i- prixale* 
<*ontre)l e)f tiaele* and inehistiy, the* xirtual su|>- 
jire'ssion of e*e»m|)e*l it iem. and the* (*e>lossal 
magnituele eif war e‘\pe>neht me* and the* linancial 
e*ffe*e*ts of it, se*e‘mcd to raise* ])robl(*ms of 
gre*at pe‘rple*\ity in the* peist-xxar se*t t]e*nie*nl 
<pl(*stieui. Nume rous e-oinmif te*e‘s we*ie* a])- 
pe>inte*d te> inepiiie* into xaiiems phas(*s e»f this 
epie*stie)n in 1017 an<l 1 0 1 S. ()ne* e*ommittee* 
xxas appe»inte*el in lOlS to irujuiie* into the* 
epie*stie>n of banking lusi(>n-. .nid as a re*sult 
e*ve'ry fre‘sh amalgamation had le> re*(*e*i\e* the* 
sanctieen e»f the* 'rre'a-my be*fore* it (*e)ulel be* 
cai’rie'el intee e*lte*(*t. Another e*ommitte‘e‘ xxas 
ajipeiinte'd to inrpiire* into the* ge»ld epicstieui. 
Oxx ing te) t ho ine‘re*ase*el e-u'-.t of pi e>elue*ing goM, 
a numbe*r e)f low-grade* mine*s had let be* close*el 
eieexxn, anel as the* proe I ue*t ie m etf gold be*gan to 
ele'Cie*ase* te) an apjae'ciable* e*\te*nt, the* (Je)\’e*in- 
me*nt ek*cide*<l that an inepiiiy should be* made* 
;is to whe'the*r it xxas ne*c*essary in the* national 
inte*re*st that a prie*e* highe*i' than the* Mint priee* 
sheailel be* ])aid to the* ge)ld pre)due'e*is in orele*!* 
that the* gedel eaitpnt might be* n iaintaiiie*e I. 
I''‘re)m xvhat has be*e*n x\iitte*n it xxill be* se(*n that 
the* feeurth ye*ar e)f the* war xxas ce)in})le*te'e| unde*r 
e*ce)ne»mie* ceine lit ie )ns much me)re* ce)mplie*ate*e I 
than the*y x\e*ri* at the* be*ginning e)f 101 (>. 
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THE GERMAN OFFENSIVE OF 

1918. (III.) 

HosTTfON AT THF KnII OF MaRFH, 1 <♦ ] S KhkNCH KuHCFS OS Till'. Cl'UMW l.l'.ri' Ki.\sk (Ikh^ian 
At'I’ACKs Hkkf 'Puk Aii\ 1’o\v aki>'< Paki.s Sroi’pi'.h (Ii:m:i{\i. I >i:m'\ i-.n s I’lws lii.ocKiNn 

THK to Amiknx Eioutino on rm: .\\ iti:, Ia ok, \m> I >oms Min»)h Ai'pios.s o\ riiK niOTisii 

Front PXnd ok tmk Hattli', ,\imok A ({krmw \m> Fito ( Ji;rma\ Acooi si's 'rm-: STRroiJiJ'; 
i\ THK Air (Jknkrai. Foirsk ok tiii: Ficiii'is*; Xknv (Iiokman ()i'ki:sm\ !•; i\ i’iik North: 
()FKNIN{J OK TIIK liATTLK OK THE LVS. .Vl'RII. D. 


I N Cliaptor CVLXTV. \v(‘ left tlu* Fniicli 
on March 28 in a position which di'harnHl 
(ho (Jcnnans i'l’om piisliin^ south, h\it 
wliicii (lid not prc\cnt (Ikmi' pi-o^rc.ss in a 
westerly direction. 'I’Ik' Hritish held tluir 
ground (jii (ho liiu^ dchiuMi in tJic same Chapter, 
with the newly ai'i'i\'ing Fi'cnch troops on tlu‘ 
lino of (lie Oise and ahov<‘. Ihit the (Jermaiis 
were (‘iiahled t(j pass by the P'rencli line and 
unit(' tlu'ir (dTorls in (lu^ saliiait towards Amiens. 
A glaiKre at the map gi\'en on j). iS2 will, 
however, show that in this the. front was too 
narrow^ (.o admit of a fiuther violent iriuptixc 
effort until it had been wideiu'd. K VNas for 
that reason th(‘ eia'iny had made his ad\ance 
towards Anas on Mai'ch 28. Ibit this move, 
as we know’, had also b(‘(‘n bi-ought up with a 
round tnin. Now, while it was no doubt the 
original (J(‘rmaFi intention to diwote t licit' main 
efforts to p(*ncti’ati(Ui between tlu' Allied 
Armies, follow’e<l by action against llu* Jlank of 
the l^ritish, thi'y probably always boi'c in mind 
the possilality of an aihanee on I’aris. t’or a 
portion of their fore(*s (*mployed in that pene- 
tration W’ould have sutTiced to deal witli (lai 
Hritish, and the reinaindei*, combin(*d witli 
(he (tennan troops coming forward from (Ik; 
neighbourhood of Reims, would have h(‘en 
available to piLsh on thf^ eafiital. 

Voi. XVIIJ.— Part 2ll 


It was known to tlu‘ (J(‘rman supi'eme com 
mand that a considiaabk* mimlxM' of Friaich 
troops w»'re being concent rat (mI south of th^^ 
Oi.-^e. if, tli(*n‘fore. the push on .\miens 
was to Ih‘ eontimu'd with a \ icwv to com- 
pl(‘(eth(' pi'iK't rat ion, and ".ubscM paait ly driv(* 
in lh(‘ dii'ection of I'aris, it was alisoluti'ly 
nec(‘ssary to di'al with the Freiieh forei* now’ 
on tln'ii' l(‘fl Hank, which was being reinforctMl 
cv(‘ry day. It may be w(‘ll hei-e to giv(‘ the 
numbers of our forces as estimated by t he 
( Jermans. I^arly in .March lhe\ considered that 
IA)ch had some (id Divisions under him in tin 
Aim\ of Itesei'M'. Fetain's total fore<> (hey 
placed a( 7(t Divisions. Hut this was distri 
butel over a long line past \’«‘iduu. The 
Amt'i'ican .\rmy was held to bi^ 22d.ddd men in 
live Army ( 'or ps, mostly (‘ast ol La lo re Th(‘ 
Hritish forci* was thought to consist of r>t> 
Divisions.* \\’(‘ are only eoneemeil for the 

monuait with tlie (hand .\imy of H(‘serve 
riic enemy probably would not think the whole 
of this would be lu'oiiLdit up to where (he 

* Eii-ld -M.ir li.il 1 1 rii;_' ;.M \ m In di- |»M( <li ol .Inly IMI 
Clniisi- <»a. tin- Jiiiml)' r f»f di\i lon^ ii'cd nj/niiid tin- 
(n-niuiie Ih1ui-<-m Ararcli lit and .Xptil .'{da - .‘i.'i of uitjinl rv 
luid .*t c»t caxalry. In Elan (-.'jO, paragraph 0, la* -tjUas 
“ UJ iMif »»l' n»y total of r>H divi-ioio had la-cn 

i-niracod in the -oiilla-rn ar»-a.” It would th<-n‘ff)n- .-..i-aiii 
that I ha doti-Uff ot tin- norlhfiu part ot I hr liia had been 
Irtt to 12 <li\ J'lon- . 
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French Third Army was engaged, but it was 
plain that it waa in the power of the (ienoral at 
the head of the Allied forces to bring up a con- 
siderable addition to General Fayolle, now 
commanding the concentration against the 
Germans’ left flank. 

Just as they felt the need for more room on 
their right, as shown by their attacks to the 
south of Arras, so on their left, if their troops 
were to concentrate their efforts against Amiens, 
they could not do this in safety with a consider- 
able force in contact with their left, which woukl 
be in great danger if the French could gc^t in 
behind it. This argument explains why Foch 
felt on March 28 that the flood was stopped by 


south of Montdidier tht^re was a continuous, 
line.* 

Although the Germans had bec'ii diverted in 
the direction of Amk^iis, they had not yet given 
up all idea of pushing back the French force 
on their left flank ; indeed, so long as it was. 
there, it was a danger to them. 

On the 28th Plernont was attacked three 
times, on each occasion unsuccessfully ; but 
it wtis hopcMl by the French leader to do some- 
thing more than play merely a passive part. 
He hoped to attack in turn the (German forces. 
The British had taken the offensive in the 
country between Rouvroy and Rosioros and 
had driven back tlu^ Germans, and Geneial 



RAILWAY STATION, AMIRNS. 


the dyke he had constructed on the south of 
the Oise. Plainly, the next movement of the 
(Germans must be directed to push back, or 
at any rate hold, the new Frtaich forct*, to give 
their troops moving forward into P^'rance more 
space for manoeuvre and to protect their k^ft 
flank. 

Leaving the British Army for a time, which 
was fairly comfortably place<l, let us see 
what pleasures the Germans took against 
our Ally. 

The movements of the last few days harl 
left the F'rench in a strong position on the 
south of the Oise. From the south of Noyon 
to the south of Lassigny, from Mont Renaitd 
to Pl^mont especially, they hcM a strong 
post.' The higher ground about Boulogne- 
la-Grasso w^as well occupied ami to the 


Humbert thought this was a favourable oppor- 
tunity to oxe<*ute an attack against tins latter. 
This movement was entrust<‘d to ( 
Rohillot, and he appears to havc^ had the 
J8th Division and somc^ of th«‘ tro()ps In* had 
recently comman<led under him. The attack 
at fir’st was very successful. Tlu^ 4th Zouaves 
carried Orvillers and Boulogne-la-Grass(*. The 
<lire<;tion of tin* attack was a <lang(‘rous (jiie 
for the Germans, ns it menaced tlu^ communica- 
tions of their troops at Montdidier. ^rhey there- 
fore gathered together the troops immediately 

• At this fliiti*. or a day or f wo lalor, fluT iippoar to 
have be«*ri UO infiintry divisions, incliidiii^ m of dis- 
mountod cavalry, ainl thrff <3iivalry Divisions nctirtg 
under CJoneral I'XvuHi*. Pho First Army CJorps coming 
up from the iiei>/hbourh<md of 'I’oul furnished a >rood 
proportion of the.-«o Divisions ; I Vie rest c-arno from tho 
French Third Army and from Fayollo’s reserves. 

227—2 
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available, made a counter-attack and drov’e 
the French back to a groat extent from the 
ground they had taken, h'njin a material point of 
view therefore the gain tt) our Allies was not great, 
but in other res^iec-tsit had been of considerable 
advantage. In the first place, it was again seen 
that the enc^my’s troops wert^ weary of fighting, 
for thtar movt^nionts no longiir displayed th<* 
vig<jur of the opening days of iht^ operations ; 
and, secondly, it showt'd that the French wen^ 
still ca])able, whenever they cliose, of acting on 
the offensivt*. 

On March 21), tlm (iermans again attacked, 
but with no gi’cater success. Indeed, their 
losses were more sevi're than Ix'fore, Ix'causi^ 
by this time a cfnisidcM’able amount of artillery 
had (!ome up to the French front, and its tire 
had great eth^ct on th(^ (lerman infantry, whicii 
was in the open battlefiiid without the aid of 
any artiticial (!Over. The lesult of this day's 
lighting showed tiearly to (haieral Humbt'it 
the part for him to play. As h(^ was on the 
right of the Frtauii Army, it was his <luty to 
adhere to the defensivt*, to ward off attacks, 
but also to oomhine with it small offensives. 

March HO was marked by a strong attack 
delivered against tlu* vvliole of the French 
Third Army. Felle’s \\ <'or])s had meanwhile 


been actively engaged in improving the defonco>. 
from Mont Renaud to Pl^mont, which nov 
ftirmed a very strong position. At 9 o’clock in 
the morning Mont Renaud was assaulted witli 
c<insidorable vigour. Here the line was hold 
by troops of the 9th Division, who gave the 
taiemy such a warm reception that they fell 
back in disorder, leaving the forefield of battle 
covered with dead, having also been obliged to 
yit'ld a good many pi-isoners to the sharp and 
brilliant local attacks of the 9th Division. 
More to the west, (ieneral D’Ambly, with the 
77th Division, held Plcmont and the park of 
l^le.ssis-de- Roye, wdiere he was vigorously 
attacked. After a fight which fluctuated to 
arul fro, the 97th Hegiment, wdiich htdd the 
<‘hateau and park of Plessis-de-Roye, was 
compelltHl to giv(‘ ground, thus uncovering the 
left flank of tlu^ French line at Plemont. 

H'his position had also bc!t*n attacked on its 
right flank, and here the oHrd Division was 
holding the ground ; but the position was a 
diflicviit one. For the succ(‘ss on tht? left, if 
followed up by success on the right, which 
seemed possible, would compel the abandon- 
ment of Plemont. which fornuMl a most impor- 
tant point in tln^ French linci here. Fortunately, 
howH'ver, tlu' (Jermans, who had attacked the 



TYPES OF FRENCH INFANTRY: 

Left to rijthi : Fusilier-Vfitrallleur, Orenadier-Fusilier, Volti^eur, Grcnadler-i-main, assaulting order. 
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97th Regiiiiont, although far exceoiUiig them in 
Htrcngth, had boon reeoiv-ed with sueh vigour 
that, although successful, they were for a time 
incapable of furtht'r progress. 

A part of the 77th Division had ))een sent oh* 
more towards the west to akl the t)2nd Division, 
then engaged about Orvillers. It appears to 
have been brought back for an attack on tlu‘ 
Park of Plessis. At t o'clock in tlie afternoon 
the (lermans sent an attack dirt*ctly against 
l^lemont, but they wen^ met hy part of the orird 
Division, wliieh took them in flank tai the right 
and drove them hack, and thi‘n the Prench 
laiiuelied a counter-attack against the park. 
After the way had heiai well pn‘paiHMl l>y a 
strcaig concentration of artillcMy (foi‘ hy this 
time the Preneh laid rec(*ived c(aisidt*ral>le 
accession t)f strength in the nnmher of tlanr 
g\nis, which, as we know, had hceii at tirst oiit- 
pac(Ml by th(‘ infciutry coining up in trains and 
in lorries), (Jeneral D'Aiubly scait his troops to 
the attack against tin’s park, in whicJi a- ]n>rtion 
of tin' IlSth Division took pai t. Prom this<*anie 
the Colonial Fnfantry Regiment, whi< h fnrnisiMMt 
one battalion for the assault . It was snpporttMl 
by [)ortions of the 97 th and 2t9)th In taut ry 
Rc'giments, whih' the ritUh Chasseurs made j* 
M'paratt*^ attax'k on tlu* right. Kxtrtancly 
seven' fighting took place. 9'he (Jcrmans hehl 
on doggedly, but the Prench would not hi* 
<leni(Ml and tinally <-leai-ed out their opponents, 
<*a,pturing 800 prisoners, b<‘si<les inf)i(’ting on 
them very hea.\'y casualties in killed and 
wounded. This reliev«*d t he prt'ssure on Plemont 
and the origi lal line held by the Pr<‘ncli re- 
mained intact np to and to 1 he south-s^est oi 
this point. 

Rut while* the battle had giJlu* well in this 
part of tin* fi(*ld, this was m»t tiu* case more t«* 
tin? left At 8 o’clock in the morning, after a 
strong artillt?ry preparation, tin* (lermans 
>ittacUed the Prench line from I \oye-snr-.Mat /. 
to Robot, and drove lia/’k the Prench troops to 
the borders of R.onanee, ()i*\ iller.^-Sorcl and 
Riermont. (ieneral D'Ambly, as \v<* ha\’e se»*n, 
iiad sent- troops to suppoit the <»2nd Dix isionat 
t his yiart of the field, and a great effort was made 
to stay the? r(?treating Prench units, e*v«*ry- 
t hing available, including troops xxhich had 
only just come np, being pnsln*d into tin light, 
aiul a heavy artillery barrage was put <lown 
to tlio north of Orvillers. Tln*se eornbiinel 
efforts brought the Oermaii attack t(» a stand- 
still. 

Now the f)7th Division, wliicdi liad just 


arriv'Cfl at the front, was sent forward towards 
Rtdlot. Again the combat thickened, but the 
(h'rmans met with a. .strong n*sistanco which 
compelled them to pull up, ami the Pri'iieh re- 
coverc'il some* of their K)st ground. As night 
was falling, it was now det(Miniiu*d to put tiff 
any further advance till tin* next day. 



\hrench of'ninl photutiniph. 

(;hnerai. phli.h. 


(Jornmunded the Fifth French (^orps in (jcncnil 
liumbert’s Army. 

Once more taligne put I In* drag <in any 
further (lerman afUanee, and Mmch 90 saw 
the terminati{)n of tin* attempt to push more 
to the south. 9’hat this Inal been intended was 
ejuite clear from orders which were found on 
one of tin* (loi’imm nllircr'*' \\1 h) had lallcn in 
t he assault . 

d'lnis th«‘ atti'mpt ti> p«iH‘t rat i* to tlic lie do 
Pl'Miice was hlocUed. 'The road t'ompiegin? 
was harri'd hs' tin* po'-itioo ot Mont Ih’fiamh 
wliile IMianont '^tood a<*ro-;s the load which lc«l 
t<» SrnhV (the sont lif-rmiio.^t point to which tin? 
( iermaii at 1 .ack had reaefn d in 191 1) hy Kstree-,- 
St . Deni.*^. .Moanw'hik* (lom-ral D(‘l)em‘x' was 
pn*\a*nting the advance* of tin* (il<*rmans against 
(’lermont on tin* soiit h. or .Amiens on tin* north 
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[Frotn a German pnomgraph. 

GERMAN RESERVES PASSING THROUGH ST. QUENTIN ON THE WAY TO THE 

FRONT. 


'riiis himself had arrived on the field of 

ofxn’atioiiH on March 24, considerably in 
advaiKfo of his own army, which did not arrive 
fill some days later. He had seen th(' retreat 
under (lermaii pressures the sjilitting apart eif 
the English Fifth Army, and the desperate 
struggles of the Fnaieh to hold hack th<5 
(jJt'rman flood ; hut, although this had het‘n 
done with some success, still the situation was 
a threatening one. Tluae was a gap between 
Lassigny and Montdidic'r which might be 
widened by a further German advance up to 
INIoreuil, which would have left Amiens almost 
umrovered. Amiens was a most important 
point ; here met the railways coming fnan the 
c‘oast along which the British supplies were 
brought. To have lost it w’ould have left- our 
Army only the more northein ports to rely on 
for their supplies, d'he line of German advance 
from Mt)ntduliiM* to Monaiil across the Avre 
threatent'd the further passage of the Xoye, 
w4uch, once crossed, w’ouUl place the roatls from 
Amiens to the south (*ntirely in the German 
hands and cut two important lines of railroad. 
That from the east by Hosieres to Amiens had 
already been cut. It is evident, t htM-efore, that 
it w’a.s of the highest impt>rtance tt> stop further 
progress of the Germans towards the west. 
The gradual withdrawal of the i^ritish troops 
rendered it all the inore necessary that the 
French should be in suflicitmt numbers to put 
an end to this a<lvanoe. It was only possible 


to do this by the arrival of fresh French troops, 
for those under HumV>ert had now been fighting 
hard and contin\iously an<l we^re nearing thi* 
end of their tether. 

Whilst w^aiting for the arrival of the troops 
necessary for this purpose, General Debeney, 
with those he had availabk', took up the line 
of the Avre from Moreuil to Foye-( iuerbigny. 
At the forriua* point tluaM'. still remained the 
XVMII. British Army Gorps, which thus formed 
the left of the new' line uiuler the orders of 
General Del.ieney.* The orders issued were that 
this line must be held with the utmost vigour. 
Tt was strengthened by the early arrival of the 
I. ‘13rd and 5l>th Infantry !.)ivisions, the former 
commaniled by Cieneral Valentin, the latter 
by General Demet?, and these two divisions 
were placed under the direction of Genera! 
Dimitry, wdio was then comman'ling the 
fith Gorps, which, as we know', had furnished 
the 1 25111 Di\ision to aid the British Tifth 
Army, an<l part of w’hoso troops had been 
pressed back by the CJerinans. This placed 
General Defieney in possession of a coiisiderablo 
force. 1 

Demetz had arrived on March 25 on the 

* Gonoml ni‘h«‘nf*y was an r t>f consi<lt»rablo 

» list inrti oil. When eomniniiding the 2.'»th Division, he 
Imd stopped the German advance at Mort Homme near 
Verdun. In 1016 he had commanded the XXXIT. 
Corps with great success at the battle of the Somme. In 
1017 he had Ix'eii giv'cn the command of the Seventh 
Army 
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railway line leading up the Xoye, and had at 
once been pushed on towards the Avre. In 
accordance with the instructions which Debeney 
gave him at Ktelfay he was also given tl>e oth 
J>ivision of Cavalry, commanded by (h'lieral 
Delatour, which had been employed in kee]>ing 
\ip connexion between the road of the British 
abov^e (luerbigny and the 22nd Division on the 
li‘ft of Humbert, whicli had then just rt‘tired 
from the Oise. The I3.‘h’d Division was 
instructed to hold tlu* lint' of tlu^ Av re bcdwetMi 
Braches and Moreuil. It had just come from 
the French Army in the northern part of the 
Allied Line. The 4th Cavalry Divisit»u was 
also sent, as it came up and <letrained at Morenil, 
to aid this force. This body of French troops 
then, the ohth anti 133rd Infantry l^ivisions and 
the 4th and oth Cavaliy Divisions, with stane 
other units, stood on the line of th(> Av’re, on the 
h'ft of the southern portion of tht* French Army 
under Humbert. 

On the 27th, from which day the influenct' 
of the French reinforcemtails first really bt^gan 
to be felt, the immediate nt»cessity was thi‘ 
protection of Ainii^ns, and for this there was 
available the British XVI It. Corps in tlu* San- 
terru region, which rerpiircd ui’gent suf)port. 
For this ])urpose the 4th Cav’alry l3ivision and 
the 133rd French Division wt*re pushed up north 
to support, the British Corps on the. line Frches- 
Bouchoir, thus forming a nucUais of resistanc'e 
on the northern limit of the French advaiUM* 
towards the Somme. But this arrangement was 
entirely upset by the forwuril mov^einent of t h«^ 
(Jermiins, whose advance thriaiteiied th<* line of 
the Avre. For Frches was cariie<l early in the 
morning of the 27th, and tht^ advance made 
good to Saulchoy-W’arsy-Cuerbign^". .Moreover, 
the British had b(*en pushed back from Bou- 
choir, and the oOth Division’s connexion with 
the British completely severed. On tlu' French 
right, too, (Jrivillers was lost, and ^^hat of th»‘ 
garrison vv^as not captured was thrust back 
towarils Marquivillcrs. On both flanks, theit*- 
fore, the French troops vvia^e turned. 

The net result of all this was that the c*fT<ats 
to save Montdidier w’en^ unsuc<*essful, aral, as 
has been previously related, this town fell into 
Oernian hands on the 27th. Th(*n‘ was thu-* 
left a breadth of 10 miles between British am! 
French forces completely oj)en to the enemy. 
Immediate steps were nec(‘ssary to n*m<*dy tliis 
grave situation, and Oeneral Debeney tel<*- 
graphed to General Fayolle, commanding the 
Grand Army of Reserve, and, after having 


i‘xplained the general situation, aske 1 him to 
st‘ml troO]^s on lorries up to the north of IMoyron 
to offer at least souu* resistanee to tlu' iMiemy's 
cavalry. To tlu' noi’lh things ha<l not been 
improv'ed. Tlu* Fieneh had proposed to 
letaki* Frches, hut the ( lermans, advan<*ing fi’om 
Arnieneourt , held them fast, while the l(»ss 
of Mont didii'r, whieli was reached hy tin* (Ger- 
mans a\t t>.3() p.m., thrusting hai’k the 22nd 
Division, and the fuither i\*t ireinent of the 
Britisli from the north of Hangest, reiuk*i*ed the 
dt‘f(*iiet* of the Av re veiy diflii nit. The ({I'rman 
advanee was eoiuhieted with great rapidity and 



[ Munitcl, 

(JKNERAI. DIMITRY. 
Commanded the Sixth French Army Corps. 


Iarg<*ly unohserved hy the French, so much so 
that a reconnoitring I larly, sent forward hetw'een 
Daveiiscoui'l ancl Saiulehoy, wars <*apt m'«*d. 

The ra^sull of the ilay's tight ing wais v t*ry 
gi-ave. The ."itit h Division and the .'rt h ( ‘arv aihy 
Division haul 1h*c*ii eompc^lled to retii-e, tenarei- 
ously defetiding a*v<*ry foot of gronml, tin* 
Ai'tilh'iy jemainiiig in action till lire hist 
moma*nt possilalc and then moving t'fi’ only to 
take np a fiM*sh position fm-1ha*r lurek. But by 
nightfall tlu*se troops haul all ba-en forced back 
to the west of Mont dida*!- ami without inflicting 
V’ery hetivy losses can the enemy. 

As we kncaw% (h^rreral Himih<*rt’s force had 
held on tc*naeioiis)y in tire [rositicari west of 
Xoyon. Fortunatf*ly, however more and rnoro 
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Fminli troops wt'io coniiiij? up. The IJOtli 
Division was joined on to whal lemained of tlie 
.’iiitli Division and tlie .Oth (’axalry Division, 
and with this support th(‘si* troops wi*re 
ena))](‘<l to off<M' a bold front to tlie tulvatK'in^' 
(Jeritians. A line was taken up behind th«* 
Ddims stream and (ieurnd Deben<*y in 
struetcd tluMU to hold on at any cost. Con- 
in^xion was also made with the left win^ of 
llumb<‘rt at Domfront, at the juiudion of the 
railwMiys eomini' up from Mai^nelay and IMoy- 
ron. There wjis still hope of ati anu'liorat ion 
of the sitiaitinii and, failing' this, (ileneral 
DebcMiey, dt'siriny; to remain immediatc'ly 
behind the new Freneh <l<*fensive flank, installed 
his Head(|uarters at Iheteuil. It was fairly 
evident that a fresh (ierman atlaek would be 
tlireeied against the Doms and the; A\ re, 
on the liiu' ext<M)din^ from MoihmuI down to 
.\Iontdidi(M'. A siuvess lien* would j^ivc* them 
aieeess to Amiens from tlu‘ south, whik‘ th(‘ hdl 
baie.k of the Ihitish to the Aneiai w<aild allow 
ii flirt her success being <lireeted aigainst Amiens 
from the iiort-ha'ast , and tla^ way was fairly 
opiMi to th(Mn along tlu* Vermand-.Amiens road. 

(jeneral Fayolle had replied immediately to 
(Jeneral Di^beiu^v’s n‘<|uest an<l, as has beiai 
already deseiibed, two Divisions of the French 
'J’hird Army had lu‘en siait up to fill the gap 


to the .soiith-weisit of Montdidier, and thus it was 
that on the 28th (Jeneral Foeh had been able 
to say that the Oerinan advance had been 
l»rought to a halt by the dyke wdiieh had been 
erected against it. 

Ihit from th(* point of view of the (lernians 
it must be admitted that they had rea.son 
to eongrat ulati‘ themselves on the progre.ss 
they had made. It is true that (lenejal 
Humbert still held the position west of Noyon, 
but they had ea])tiired Montdidier, and further 
north th(‘ir progress had been considerable, so 
that they now .>-itood in large force threatening 
Amiens. Foi- this purposi^ th<‘y bad eoneen- 
lrat(‘d at the extriMiiity of the salient they had 
ereat<*d .seven more Divisions, which had pre- 
viously be<*n employed farther to the north. 
M’his diversion was a eonsiderabk' augmentation 
of tlu‘ (hu’inan force adv’aneing in a westeily 
ilireetion on the south side of the (lennan 
at tac‘k. 

It was evident that tla* imna'diate obi(‘ctiv'e 
of the enemy was the important point of 
Amiens. Kor the time, thc'icfore, his main 
tdTort wouM be a dirc'ct advance through the 
gap which had b<‘en made facing his left, and 
it was d(*sirabl(^ for him to act with all speed 
possible. For, as the (J(‘rman higher eoinmand 
was aware, a large number of fri'sh Fr(*noh 



I Ftcm h ofhi id/ tyhoumr tf-H 


MONTDIDIER. 


THE TIMEf! HISTOEY OF THE WAN. 


ISO 



I I'UIU h (>lli i,tl fyhi.toiifiif'H. 

I UKNGH REINFORCEMENTS PASSINIJ THROUGH MONTDIDIHR BEFORE IPS 

CAPTURE BY THE GERMANS. 


l)i\ isioiis wore beinj^ l)rouglit up to the cTiti<*al 
])oint and the possiliility of a Hank attack IVoin 
file south could not he iu‘gl(‘ct(‘d. 

It is interesting as a ^ood ('xauipl<‘ of how 
coinparativ(*ly small e\ents may |j:i\<‘ rise to 
important infoiiiiat ion that a. French Staff 
oHicer was killed near I )aveuscourt , an<l on him 
were found papers which showt'd that tla* 
Fnaich First Army, whit'h was tluai^ht to be 
about Toni, was (‘ominii: up and that its head- 
<puirters were already neai- Montdidier. 

It is probable that the total numlK*r of 
Germans ofi the fiont from Montdi<lier to tia* 
north was ov(*r 20(),0()() men, a number con- 
sidered suHicient to ensure success 

It was no li^ht task tliat Debeiiey had before 
him With the troops that he now had t?nt 
tou^ether, or which were immediat t^ly coming 
up arul partially arrived, la* had only two mon‘ 
divisions than tliose [ueviously enumerafe<l, 
and of these some were strung out on tiie south 
of Montdidier backwards, to hol<l the lira^ of 
the Oise up to the divisions of the Fiftfj Army 
facing the (Jerinans to the nortii of the Fn*nch 
line running westwards from La Fere, an<l a 
good many of his troops had been severely 
handled in the hard fighting they had btxMi 
undertaking during the last few days. On the 


ev(‘ning of th(‘ 27th the Fn‘uch lifu^ ran from 
Ayencourt north-W(*sl to Montdi<lier, Mt‘snil- 
St. ( k'orgcs, (iratibus, IMcrrcpont, (Nmtoii’c, 



\Atf,lrttliun o/Jtcial. 

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX. 


Hangest-en-Santerre, and Le Quesnel, wheic. 
the Biitish liiic commenced, running from 
Beaticourt-en-SuntcMTo to llangard ami Vhlk*rs- 
I^retonmaix. 

F^arly in the morning a sciven? artillery fin? 
was <lirecteil against the jmsition. At H a.m. th(? 
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CJ(*rinauH a<lvaiu*iii^ fioin tlio \v<*h( of Moiit- 
(iidior carried Mt‘.snil-St. (Jc(ii’^(‘s and Moiichcl, 
and (il(*rmaii dctaclimcnls wcih' pnsliini' towards 
tlio crrst against tlu* farm <»f Hcllc- Assise. At 
tlu^ ()tli(*r exti'cmity of the line Hangest was 
taken }>y the enemy. At tliis time th(‘ llithli 
Division was just dtd raining. W’itliont waiting 
to fj;et into perfect oi(l(‘r, the tiist ti’oops a\ail* 
id)h’ from it wei(' poshed on lietween Conlle- 
melh' and 'rhoi’V, while the l)i\’isional Artillery 
was br<inght into action on tin* line (Irivesiu's- 
( 'onlh'melle, and its firi* hronj^ht the (hMrnan 
arlvanee westwards to a standstill. At 
(Jrivesnes and Lt‘ IMessita- two battalions of 
tire di\ision wer’c in position. 'I’o (he ri^ht of 
thc'se troops the divisions on the left of (In' 
M'hir-d Ar-my, aidt*d by what remained of the 
Trth Davahy Division, advanced auainst Mon- 
elu'l, L(* Mesnil and h’oritaine. dro\e back 
the (Jermans and eaptuii'd .som(‘ mrreliine-^nns. 
Idnis the sontliern tiank of the (Uainan attack 
was fully lu‘ld and theiv was little (kmbt from 
tlu' it'sult of th(‘ tight inj? that the troops were 
very weai*y. 

More to the north, howe\-ei'. the (Jermans 
gaint'd some succh'ss. At I p.m. (tla* lateness of 
the lioiir was j)i*obably due to tin* latt' arrival of 
some i>f the troops coming dr>wn to join tlu' 
(jlcrinans from the north already alhuled to), a 


s»‘V(*r(‘ attack v\as dt‘\t‘lopc‘d against the Allied 
lira* to tla* nor’th of the Arniiais Koye r’oad, 
( Juillaneour't was eaptur^ed and tlu' po'^itions to 
the south of it at ( 'ayr‘UX-en-Santerr‘(‘ (where 
ther*e v\(‘r(‘ Ibitish troops) wr r-(' also takrai and 
th(* line to thr‘ south Ix'twr'en Daix and be 
(hiesnel jienet rated. At this point tire Frenc'h 
line was comrnandr'd by (Jeneral MespU', who 
had uruh'r him the l*{‘h‘d Infantry Division and 
the 4th ('a\’ahy Division. Ibit no fur’tlier- 
a<l\ance was marie by the eruMuy before night- 
fall. 

"Pin’ next day, (Jooil Friday, March 29, was 
cr'lebrati'd by the bombardment of Paris, when 
the (lerman shells sueer*(*d('d in riestr’oying a 
French rrirhr and killing a considerabit* number 
of wonaai aral chihht'n, and was marked also by 
a viokait attack agairrst the Allieil jrosition, 
for the fresh (Jeirnan troops had now all conn* 
up. Di'beru'y's force was also strr'ngthened. 
'Fla' lt>:ird Division harl la'cn brought up on 
lorries, without its artilUay, but the rt*inforee- 
rirerit r>f infantry thus obtained was u.sed for 
tlu* defence of Moriniil. The 29th Division had 
been Inought U]) fri>in Flanders to the south of 
Amiens and was ready to advance on Hangar*d 
aral Dornart, to thesrruth of Viller’s-Thetonneux. 
Tims on br>th flanks th<' French were 
detinitely strongju* 
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Wluni the Britisli liad been pnsht'd out of 
t'ayeiix they Inul fallen back to Dianuin aial 
lh<* French from Le (^iiesnol retirecl to Me/Jta*es. 
It was in this direction that the (lerir/ans now 
atta(*ke<l. Father tlu‘y were satislieti with the 
|jnigr(\ss they had Fnado to the south, or they 
thou)iht it more d(»sira.ble to di'ive ba<*k th<' 
Frtaieli from the Middle Avre about Mtanaiil. 
Their advance <lrove back tlu' Allit's to 
the Avre line about Fa Xeuville - Sire - 
Bi'rnard. Hut this ^ain was considcaably 
neutraliz(Hl })y tla^ French advance on Fraini- 
eourt aii<l (\)urtc'maiiclie. TIh' r>(Jth Division, 
whicdi carrietl out this iFiovenuMit, were b(‘aten 
back by a counter-attack, but finally hc‘ld tht^ 
position they had occupitul in the morninj^. 
Fetween this point and La Neu\'ill<‘-Sirt‘- 
Ht'rnard the French lint' was forced to rt‘tir<‘ 
over a ftnv himdri'd yards betwetai Pierrepont 
and (Iratibus. Ontlu' winkle, howo\ ca-, the day's 
lighting liad produccsl no success t<» tlu‘ 

(lerJFians. They had pusln*d ba(‘k tla* French 
lino more or less to t hi^ Avi’c, but. tlu'y were still 
held tlieri*. 

They had, 1iow(‘\'(m*, by no mi'ans ^iv(‘n up 
their drive to the' west, and on JNlarch ^50 the 
whole line from Montdidier u[) th(» Avr(! was 
attacked with ^n'at \’iol('nc(*. Assaults w<‘rc 


<lelivered apiinst Monchel, Mcsnil-St. ( leorjrt's, 
Fcuitaine, (hivesm^s and Aubvillcrs. All these 
were rt'pulsed, and wIumi i‘ciu‘\\t‘d, as tlu*y w(.*rt) 
in many instances up to scni'ii times, they wtM'e 
equally unsuccc-isful. Still a little more to 
t h<‘ north, th(‘ (Jei inans gained Mort'uil n 
the twenin^j:, but the Fr<*n(‘h, in rt'tiiin^ from 
it, took up a position a litt !»' farther back behind 
flu‘ Avrt‘. The saint* ft'atuit's wt*ri‘ l•^'t)t'att*ll in 
this day's fighting. Tin* attacks wert* madt' 
wit li <.*t.>nsitlt*rabli* \ i^our at tin* eomiin*ne(‘mt‘tit , 
but sotai tlii*d tiown, and it was plain that, tin' 
f‘in*my s trot'ps wt*ri* b(*et>minL!: w’t*itry of the 
stru^gh*. 'Tin* tt)tal r(*sulf of this day's efforts 
wais some cavalry sueet*sst*s t)f a. local charat*.- 
tt*r, but nothing that was of imnn*diatt* utility 
to tin* (Jt'rmans for a further a<l\-anci‘ tt) tin' 
w <*st . 

'The strugglt* wt*nt on during tin* n(*xt tlay 
with tin* saint* chnriict erist ics in fin* fighting. 
tJrivesnt‘s \\ tis tadvt'ii. but tin* enem\' wais tlrivt*n 
tait by a ctiunf t*i at t ack. Mesnil-Sf. (Jt‘t)rgt‘s, 
which hatl bt*t‘n f‘aq)turt*d tin* tlay bt'fort*, was 
this tlay rt‘fjtken frtnn the <<t*rmans. At Man- 
gartl f hey id fii’st succt*t'<lt‘< I in forcing; an t*nt ry, 
but w’t'rt* st)t)n tlri\ t*n tnit t)f if. 

Ft)!* a spai‘t* flit' attacks on the h'reiich 
ftarccs nt)W' sulisitled. 'I'In* (Jt'i'inans had con- 
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contmtdil all that, they could to the sooth 
without the ri^ht of their attack too 

hare to lie maiiitained, aial their troops ha<l 
.suffered from heavy losses and from the fatigue 
of fighting. It was extremely doubtful if at the 
end of Mandi they could have continued without 
intermission the .strokes thc*v had been fJeliver- 



[Ellmtl t /'Vy. 

r.RNERAL SIR J. MONASH, K.G.B. 
Commanded the Australian Third Division. 


ing ngainst (lem'ral DebiMiey’s army. It simmus 
probaliU* that ovei* 2d di\'isions wercj us(mI in 
what may be roughly deserilx'd as the* Kreneh 
line on th<* Avn*, aii<l although tht‘r<‘ had bei*ii 
sonu' measun^ of sueet'ss they hail not sueceedetl 
ill pu.shing back the right flank of tlu' Kreneh, 
wliieh stopped the I’oad to Paris, and stood as a 
iiK'iiace on t he left flank of t lit' (Jt'rman enlumus. 
nor had they biH*n able ia drivti back the Ud't of 
tlu‘ Prt*neh which ilirtM-tly barri'd the road to 
Ainiiais. 'Tlu' (ontinuous and widt' assaults 
such as those of the last thi-ee days of March 
iM‘ast*d, but loi’al attacks, some of consi<k'rable 
strength and v iolciici*, <*o!it ii\ued. 


!..et us now l td urn for a time to tlu‘ minor 
actions on the Ihitish front. The problem 
towards theendi)f March was to w ithdraw those 
ih\'isions of th(' Ihitish .Army which had ln‘en 
severely handU'd (this sptvially applied to the 
X\'in (%»rps) and sufh'red hea\ y loss, and to 
n'placcthem by the Prt‘nch troops n<iw coming 
up. At the same time it was obvious that the 
Ihitish troops c*ould not be taktai back until 
their placi* was occupied by thosi' of our Ally. 
We have si'cn that the right flank of the Kifth 
Army had been in contact with the left of the 
Frt'uch except for occasional interruptions 
during the reti\‘at. The T 1 1 Army Corps, which 


had been originally on the right of the Fifth 
Army, seems to have btx^n drawn back before 
tlie XVIII Corps, which was left under the orders 
of tlio French Commander. For Sir Dougla< 
Haig states that the divisions of the III Corps 
which had alrcaily been heavily engaged were 
alreacly “ on their w^ay to reinforce our linos 
i.c., this corps was c*oming to aid the right of th( 
Fifth Army. So far as concerns the operations 
from March 29 onward, of which w'e have 
already de.scribed the French part, it may bi 
observed tliat when the German attacks from 
Demuin southwards took place on March 29 
flu^ British, fighting with the French, were 
forced back from Mezieres. 

On March 30, the Germans, who had occupied 
Moreuil W'ood the previous evening, continued 
their attack along the line of the l„uce east of 
Demuin and made some further progress, but 
a brilliant counter-attack carried out by tli(* 
Canadian C’avalry broke and, supported by the* 
'riiird British Cavalry Brigade, drove them back 
out of the Moreuil VV^ood, but they still eluiig 
to Demuin, which they had eaf)tured. The 
J^iicc^ liere appears to liave divided the enemy's 
attacks and although, as we have seen, he was 
suc;ce.ssful to the south, to the north ho was 
hekl up, and towards the evening the advance* 
of the OOth Division and the 3rd Australian 
Division, wliich was (‘oinmand(*d by Major- 
General Sir J. Monash, K.C.B., drove back the 
(hainans. The fluctuations in the front which 
had taken place during the day had as their 
final result that the 20th and 50th Divisions 
south of the hiic(* made good our line there, 
and ill the process c*aptured a number of 
prisotii'is. Above this part of the field, hostile 
attacks on both sides of the Somme were also 
driven ba(*k with heavy loss, our troops here* 
being composed of the 1st Cavalry Division 
and the 3rd Australiau Divdsioii, and with them 
was a battalion of Cnited States Engineers, 
w ho fought oil the south of thi^ river. 

Ilie enemy's attacks, as w-e hav^e seen, w'crt 
continued on March 31 ami again he madt^ 
some progress, hut the British troo] 3 s w’ere not 
force<l far back from tlu* line tht?y lield. For 
after a. contimioiis struggle which lastctl practi- 
<*ally the w’hole afternoon and ev’cning, the 8th 
Divdsioii conn ter-at tackl'd and ilrove the 
(Jermans back, wi'll out of the Moreuil Wood. 
\\ hen night fell, although Alorenil itsi'lf was in 
the hands of the Germans, we held a line which 
rail from Moreuil station, which is outside of 
and to the north of Moreuil but on the east side 
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of the Avre, back through the wood to Haiigard 
on the Liiico and thence tf) Warfus^e-Abaincourt, 
a village about three miles to the east of 
Villors-Bretorineux on the road to V^ermand. 

April 1 saw a still further improvement in 
our lines. The 8th Division again moved 
forward, and in conjunction with the 2nd 
t.’avalry Division pushed the Oermans bac*k» 
and this led to minor but important rectifica- 
tions of tlio line wo held. The next day was 
a quiet one. For the first time since the attack 
had begun there was no attack on the British 
south of the Somme. 

On April 1 and 2, the Gormans were again 
attacked by the French at Domart and, aided 
by some British troops, the valley which runs 
down to the Luce by Hourges was carried, and 
thus a great improvement given t(^ the [)ortion 
of the line south of the Luce. 

These o[)erations gave a definite limit to the 


added : “ Now it is time to act and our efforts 
should be <lirected to the resumption of tht» 
offensive on the line Demuiii— Moreiiil towards 
the Avre and Montdidier. The first phase of the 
great, battle has ended. The secoiid is about to 
commence'. We have a clear objective. Let 
us all throw ourselv^es into (he movement with 
all our might.” 

On April 4 the British front south of th(» 
Sommt' down to Hangard and the French Army 
on its right to the south of Montelidu'r were 
heavily attacked. The weather was lowc'ring an<l 
misty but this was a little bettcM* than the inces- 
sant rain which had been falling since March 27. 
It was, much as it had been on the opening 
days of the a. tick, and greatly impeded oiu 
aircraft as it (hi‘n had done. The violent 
artillery fire, comnu'ncing at dawn, ushered in 
the V)eginning of the fight, and the (Jerinan 
infantry came on about 7 o’clock in dense 



AMKRICAN TROOPS ON THE WESTERN FRONT PASSINC; BRI 1 ISH TROOPS BY 
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French and British forces. They united about 
Moreiiil, and above that the British h(*lil the 
line which ran up past the front of Amiens, the' 
French holding on to all below. 

General Debeney’s report on April 2 was 
that the cormexion between the Frc'nch and 
British Armies was made and the line of the 
twH) Armies definitely established, and he 


formation, which offenvl nn (»x<*en(‘nt taigfd 
VK)th to the artilleiy and the machine-guns. 
On the k*ft of the British line our troops w'tM** 
obliged to fall back to the west ot llanu‘l and 
Vaire W ood. TIk* artilka y of t h(' tlrd Aus- 
tralian Division on the north bank of tli(* Soiniee 
was |>articularly #dlieacious in stopping this 
attack, for it took in flar k the right of the 
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(Jj-iiiwms ,'infl on tlir-iii \crv )i«*a\y 

i( )SS« lilt* iiinjit* lifinjj: sliort and tlit* ^ll^s 
(»\(T o|>rn sj</ljts. Hut on t hf ri^iit tin* <‘ri<‘iny 
w a f ‘\'(*ry wlnTt* n-jailrsfi I, altimu^di latc!' in tiu* 
r|}i\' liosii <a*nrian ^l'^salllf'^ foinpolNd a 
dra\ al i«>i‘ a ^lual di^taiK*** in t Ik* la i^lilxan iiotai 
f*t Ifan^^inl Wn.xl. StilJ niorr to tia* ri^ht, 
iM'l’oro dawn, tin* l*'rt*nt*li had, in a<*t*ortlain*<* 
witii tin* \ i<“ws ju'^t (|U<»trd i>l (a“n(*r‘al |)rln*n<*y 
uilli ro^'ard to IIk* nltrn>i\«*. <*arjit*d tin* farm 
of St . AiLrnan s«Mjth < a-t « f ( Jri\ oniion, cantiirin^ 


(•oni|jl<*t<'Iy suroossful. Cnvosnos, hold by tla 
^atii (diassours, was altaokotl froTii tlio Has; 
with <*tnial lack of suoooss by tho Hrussiai 
(Jiiartls, who also attackt'd Hlossitu* to tin 

south-w't‘st of ( J i'iv(‘snos. A sootind and a thi?( 
affa<*k wt*r(* <‘tiually iinsu(*<*(*ssful, tho assault 
b<*in^ brou^/ht to a standstill by tlu' artillor\ 
bafraj»o and i uaohin(‘-jiun fin‘. At a (|uart(‘r tt 
1 I, a fourth atta(*k was inadt* oti tho saino part 
of tilt* Krt'iioh lint*, hut it mot with a liko fatt^ tt 
thosi* |)i*o\ iously undortaktai. lu aooordant** 
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“ ASSEMBLINt; ” A BKJ 

somo pii^^onors. Aftoi* tho pi’oparat tay hom- 
banlmt'iit lht‘ (a'rinan attack b(*jj;an against 
this part of tin* Kr(Mu*h lino at T.IUt. 'ria* 
(it'i'inan attacks t'Xtondod o\ oi* tho lino fri>ni 
Mansard to tht* soulli of ( h ivosnos.^ As 
atjainst tho Hi'itish li'ont.tht* ( Jorinans i*amo on 
ill dtMiso infantry formations, d’hi* lirst attack 
^^as <lofoatt*d afti'r lialf an hour's (ij^htin<i. St. 
Aij^juan was tlu‘ ju»int which was actually 
a.ssaultt'd. and ht‘i’t‘ tho t>7th Kt'j^imont was 

* In th«' la-t pjiniijfMpli hut mic n! 17 nt rn-Iti- 

M.iishMl lliULr’" «li-.patih «»1 JuK Ja. In* thii at 

til. t l.’-f t.t .ta\ Mil \nnl .‘l. tli.' Unti-h li.-lil tli > Iimm troni 
Mmii ml '-laiiMii tM II aiiL'Mi'd an. I fhiai.i' tn Warlu-M- 
Vhaiiuiiuit. In th.‘ "i.-miuI paiavnaph .K th«- ISth 
t'laic.' Mt tliM di-pn.h h.‘ -tat.>- tl\at the Hnti-h 

t.'in.il th.' t*'a'n. h at 11 .tns.'.ai il . It i" thi'retou' »‘\ultia 
that .ai \pnl I 1 h. I>nii-->i h.atl np the hiu- Iroin 

M.aeiiil t.' Ilaiiear.l wheh t h« \ hail hel'l mu Mar. li .*JI. 


iOt/icidl fyJintiifirdf’h. 

GUN IN FRANCE. 

w ith tho (i(*rman principle of not coiit inning to 
pnsli an attack w’lu‘r<‘ it laid b(‘on h(‘ld, th(' iK'xt 
attiaiijit was ntadt* much more to tlu* north on 
Hill KM iit till* inter s<‘(*tion of I la* roads from 
I )omai t -snr-la> l^ncc to Maisoii ]han(*h(‘ and 
!Slon*nil to Domnin. It was an imfiorttint }>oint 
w Inch dominated t ho country down to t la' laict*, 
aial tho conpnest of it was of ^roat importanct' t<» 
tho (h'nnans. The tUtack inadt* somt' progrt*ss 
up tin* slopt', but did not sncct'od in rt'achin^ 
tho ttip of this sli;jjht t*lt*vation, and was driven 
back in disordt*!*. d'ho ( Jt'rmans fh(*n tri<*<l 
mt>\ in>; ni» tin* shallow^ \ alloys which h'tl tt> this 
point, but tin* k’ii*nt*h and Hritish arliilt‘ry in 
tho nt'i}j[hbtinrht)od of llanpird wt'iv abli'ttitako 
1 hem mort* or lt*ss in (*nfilad«* and tpht'kly ernsht'd 
out tho ad\an(*t* with \ (*r\' hoa\ v casnalti(*s. 
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Onco more tho ]ioint of assault was shift im I 
and tho advanoo was inado In'twotai Morisol 
and INTorouil. Hero tlio wosloiii hank tho 
river affoi’dc'd covoi* ])oth to t Ik* noi’lli-wost and 
th<' soutli-east. ''riio two fii-st assaults wore 
dii\en back, but tJa* om'oi- allowi'd the (lorinan 
t routes to spread bot li in a northerly and 
soutlierly <hiet*tion an<l soon ("astel to tlie north 
was taken and 1 he outskirt s of Mailly- Kaineval 
to the south were ]*eaeht*d. Alonjjc this front 
the ground was lu*ld by tlu* XXX \d ('orps, 
which was on the l(*ft of Deheia'y's Army. In 
tin* eentn* of t ht* French line was t lu* IX ( ’oi ps 
and lK*rt* the (Jerman advan<*e was tpiit** un- 
suee<*ssful, especially at tlu* Mongival Wood 
when* tlu*y suftered \'ery lu'avy losses. d'he 
net iM'sult of tin* (‘iK'iny's attac'k, <‘X(‘(Mit«‘d 
by 14 I)i\isions on a front of litth* more* than 
It) mili‘s, was practically nothing, for tin* slight 
]^i’<igi*ess which had b<‘(‘n inade in the math 
was o\' little vahu* to tluan. It is line that in 
the i*entri‘ tlu'V luid won ha wiird t o S( a ne extent , 
but the c'aptun* of Caste*! <lid not take* 1 h(‘m e>u1 
of t Ik* ri\a*r \ all(*y and at Mailly-lvain(‘\'al tln'y 
w(‘r(' still down in a gull(*y, fnan which it would 
have! bt‘(‘n difli(*ult to d«*bouch. a*e*ov(‘!‘, a 


si'coinl line* hael be‘e*n pie*pare'el ehiring the* elav 
be*twe'e*n Heai\'i-e'l anel ( \)\ille*me*lle*, W’hi(‘h was 
availidik* it the* treent hael tee he* given up. Hut 
(lc*ne‘ral 1 )e*be*ney hael ne> theaight of i‘e*tiring 
biick tee it iit the* n\e>ine*nt . ( )n the* e*ea\trarv, 

he* the)tight the* )>i>siti(>n to be sutVicie*nl ly 
faveairahle* tee pe*i*mit ce)unte*r*at tae-ks on the* 
ne*xt elay, .\pril o. 'The* ea-eie'is he* issue*d we*r<' 
that the* artille'I'V WJis tee ii'e heul ele* its tile*. ( )n 
tile* lt‘fl (le'IK'ral Hobillot, whee, it will be* 
re*me*mbt*re*el, had e*e)mmanele*el the* 2nd Caxediy 
I >i vision and had be*e*n put in e * ha rge* eef t he* t re ee>p>, 
lighting oil the* le*fl eef the* l‘'re*ne‘h I IF ('eerps 
aheeve* Neeyeen, was lie >w plae*e'e 1 a I t he* he ‘ad e >f t he* 
le*ft wing eef the* b^e*ne*h Army lee heeld the* valle*y 
eel I he* A V re* and lejl l* I he* re eae Is W’hie*h le'd I lire e ugh 
I >eemart -surda - 1 aie*e* and freeni Meeie‘uil een tee 
Amie*ns, ke*e'ping up e'ommunieat ie en with the* 
Hi'itish .Aimy. "The* IX ('eerps was tee <‘eeunte‘r- 
attae*k straight lee its freent anel one* eef its elivi- 
sieeiis, the* 17th, was lee pav sp»*e*ial atle*ntieen tee 
Meerc'ilil. 'The* 17th Divisieeii WJis tee ael\'aiie*e* 
treem Iveeuxre*! een (’aste*l. anil from Me*rville* 
teewards the* highe*r‘ groiitid above* Meerise*!. 
4'he* 127th, the* Hetet h and the* .7!)! h l)ivisieens 
we‘re' tee rneev e* against Maillv-Hainev al, while* 
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to till) south of this, the 45th Division was to 
attack on tho liin? Malpart -(Jantigny — i.e., in 
front to the east of (Jrivosnos. 

The progniss of the wiiolo }>attlo was favour- 
able to tlio FrcMieli. ''Proops of th(» IX (^>rJ)s 
rea(*h(Ml 1 h<i fiutskirts of Mailly. I’o the soutii of 
t iiis at Sauvillers-Mongi val,wit h h(4p from t:inks, 
Uie long flat plateau was eaptui-e< I, thus threat- 
ening Mailly- Kaineval on both sides. At (’ast<*l 
in the Seiieeat \\^)od, after se\erc^ fighting, the 
enemy was driviMi baek with a lo-<s of prison<*r.s 
and maehiiie-guns. On tlie whole h'ngth of the 
battkeline of tla* First Army tla^ enemy made 
no r('al progress, and at. nightfall on April 5 
it was plain that the (Jerman advance had come 
to an f'lid on this [lart of the battle-field. On 
the Frt‘nch right, where (Jeneral Humbert eom- 
mnn<l(‘d in the nia'ghbourhood of Noyon, the 
line thence to the south of Montdidier was left 
severely alone. 

The next flay Oeneral Debeney issued the 
following order to his troops ; — 

Sokliors tho First Array, you havo fulfUlod th« 
rlifticult t.ank imposocl on you. Your ohstinatci rosistanco 
iiful the vigour of your countor-attacks have hrukrai 
up the rush of thr^ iuvrwior aiul assured the connexion 
with your bravo Itritinh Allies. 

The great battle has b<*gun. 

At thin ftoUnnn hour the wholo country stands hetiinrl 
you and thru nspi rat ion of pat riot ism strc'iigtheiiN your will. 

Wo ‘'httll conquer. 


On the same day the Oerman attacks south of 
the Sf»mme were confined to mere local efforts 
chiefly against Ilnugard, where the enemy 
ovklently hoped to break throxigh to aid the 
advance up the Dornart- Amiens road. Here 
the fighting was stivere, but gave no success to 
the tiuerny, while more to the north in the 
dirr»ction* of Hamel his attacks wore brought up 
by ^>ur artillery anil niaednne-guii fire. Hut 
these attacks wei’e siibordinato to the inuiri 
ailvanee, which was now being made against 
our lines on the north of the Somme along the 
line Dernancoiirt to b(^yt>nd Hncfpioy. With 
the excei)tion of a ti ifling gain in this village, 
the movcMuent was without result. Heavy 
losses were inflicted on him, and ho made no 
progi'oss on the road to Amiens. Jntleed, at one 
point in the neighboiii hood of Rossignol ^Vood, 
the (lermau assault was beaten back in disorder. 
The 37th Division, under Major-General H. H. 
Williams, C.I3., D.S.O., counter-attacking wit h 
great vigour, captured over 130 prisoners and con- 
siderably improved the positions wo held. The 
fighting on April 5 practically terminated the 
great effort of the Germans to eaptiiro Amiens, 
Tn spite of strong resistance, however, 
the Germans had made 81111*0 March 21 
very considerable progress. They had pushed 
through in strength until they wore .within 
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eleven miles of Amiens, but their inovemoiit lo 
the south had been stopped. Still it must b(^ 
remombered that from la Kere towards the south 
the situation was still not without danger, be- 
cause a powerful attack from the (lenmm lines 
there westward would in turn threaten thc^ 
dank of the Krench troo])s round about Mont- 
didier. 'L'here had been, as alr(*ady related, 
grcvit- artilh^ry activity on bolli sides of Keims, 
and it was known t hat a (S)nsidtMable eonecai- 
ti*ation of (hMMuan troops had tak(*n place in 
that neighboiirhooil. On the othei* hand, t la* 
connexion b(*tw(H*ii tlie Hritish aial French 
forces had b(‘en in no wise int<*rrupted, and 
the British lines of communication from 
Amiens to the south, so long as the enemy 
W'as kept at a fair distance from tla^ latter, 
were sutficiently protected. Baris was not 
so near to the Clermans as it had been in 
1914. 

It must be admitted that the situation ha<l 
been saved by the advent of the French forc(»s, 
which came up to the assistance of (ieneral 
Gough. The fact that tlmso were not available* 
sooner was duo to two reasons. First of all, 
it appears to have been assumed by the Head- 
quarters Staff of both armies that the British 
Fifth Army would have held out longer than 
it did. Both seemed to have taken an unduly 


optimistic vdew, considering tins ov<*rwln im ing 
strength with which th<i Germans attacked it 
and the ailmitted fact that- the Somme and the 
Oise were but slight obstaek^s. See,ondIy, 
was the usual failiiri* when Allic‘d Armies 
aid- side by side, but under difh'rent eommati- 
d<»rs ; eaeb eominandi'r is nion^ engaged in 
lo»)king after his own sphert* of action than 
regarding that «)f his Ally. 'Flu* k^riMich .Army 
of r<*serve, which th(^ (Jermans estimate*! at 
<>t) <li\’isit>ns, was primarily int*'nd<M| for us** *>n 
the Fr**neh fr*>nt. lia*! a, p*>rtion *)f it b'****-n 
n*arer t*) th** juneti*>n lin*> of th*^ tw*) armi**s 
it is cpiite p*)ssibl** that tin* (Jc*i‘man *)tT**nsi v** 
\v*)ul*l have htnai puU***l up much **arli* r than 
it was. 

Bet us now see the vi**w^ lak**n by nenti'al!- 
and also by the (lt*rmans. '^Fh** n**utral pn*ss, 
or rather, to b<» aceiirat**, fh*^ |)r*)-0**rman 
neutral pre^ss, as f*a- <*.xampl*^ t h** Has'rr Anzcitfcr 
of March 28, whili* ex])laining that p<jssibly a 
pause might now tak** plae*^ in the* opeu*ations, 
remarked : “ Such pauses have; neve*r been 

oc*<;asions f*>r laughti*?* to t.he eiu*my. It is 
therefore a heebie consolatif)n wdien in Lorulon 
and Paris they think they can observ^e the 
slowing down or cessatii>n of the German 
attack.” 
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FRENCH TRANSPORT IN A 

Tho S/. (Halter Tagchlatt wrote : 

All tin* pnis wliirli uro writititc arc 

c*inh*a viiiirin;jj in hrlittlo tin* iiiijn'irt uiwm* of tin* Oonnaii 
nfT<‘ii^iv** : tliat is only liiiinari natiin*. . . . Oiu* (‘aiinot 
iiiifni't iitiatrly |»orc(*iv»* from tin* coniiin'iits iihuIo hy 
tin* l*iiit<*nto pn|MTM any clump* in tin* attitinlo inain- 
tiMiHMl liy them tip to the pi*(*s(*nl with i’(*pir(l to tin* 
<'ont i niiat ion of t Ium most horrihlc* of all wars. A <*hanp* 
would ho ^rei'tetl hy all ei vili/.(*<l niankitui as a real 
I'^after niessjip*. 

I'ho only Kasti'r tnossa^i* front the (lerinans 
wan itui Ixanltarclnunit of the l^iris ciV'che ! 

eonimcnts in somt* of the Dutch papers 
arti cotieluMl in similar terms. Tin* Tffd^ on 
March 2S, wrote : 

'The (lennans eontimn* tln*ir attack ainl pnteeed with 
treinondouM dash and do init ^ive tin* lve,'lish and Kreneh 
a nionu'id’s rt'spite. Step hy step tin* latter are hein^ 
driven haek iininli’rniptedly. Mr. Ihiker’s 50(1, (KMt nn-ii 
eoukl havt* >vorketl wonders at tin* present inonn'nt. hut. 
Iht*y an* not there. It will piohahly ho just the same 
with the 1,500.000 Americans promised lat r lai ! 

'^rh(3 hlaaijHche Post of March .‘hi is t*\ t*n more 
effiisivtt : 

With (lermau exact it ud** a (e*nnau offensive broke 
loose alon^ the whole* line at tin* \'ery moment which 
had bei*n laiil ilowii for it many wrecks aj^o hv the (Ireat 
Headquarters'. It w'ill takt* the Kn^lish a lon^ time to 
forp't tlii.s di'feat, which may’ ^•ertainly endanpT their 
proud lmpt*rialism. . . . "I'ln* torpedoing of ships 
annoutii'ed by' the liermaiis .sutVu'i(*nt ly t'xplaiiis (he 
<Iespair of (he hhijjlish and the Americans heeaiise iH»t 
nly-* shi destr *d. hut valuable ids. 

M. (/Ifimeiu'eaii, wdio for a tiiin* has bet*n withholding the 
]']nv;Ii>h Army communiques from the French, declared 
only’ a few* days ap> to a repn*sentati ve that he was 
<lelij;hted with the result of the battle. 'riiLs statement 
Hounds som<*thing like madness. . . . 

It may he remarked that it was a matlncs^i 
slmrctl hy Mar-h.al Foch. 

The Srenska Datjbladcf of Marcli 28, states : 

'I'lie descriptions of the Kn^lish war (*orrespondents 
which ilrip with blood are entirely inventions <i{ their 
ow'u ami are not worthy of diseussit»n. Ci>nlrary Ui 
their o-ssuranees, the English Army is shaken to iii. 
foundations. 


[Frcmh Ojjtciai photograph. 

VILLAGE NEAR LASSIGNY. 

The Dliristiania Pngblad said on ]Mar(*h 2fl : 

One <*annot rleny that lht*(Jormans have reapt»d great 
acl vantages, which arc* firobably the forerunners ot 
(ithers. . . . The idea of coufpiest w'ith which (lermany 
has liet'ii reproached is her guiding st ar. . . . The* flay o| 
reckoning i • at hand, ft btairs the name of Lloyd (h'orge. 

Tlu* (h'rman oflicial a(*e(>unt up to tlu* last 
days of March is es (*ii more characteristic, if in 
a somewhat li^ss (‘xalted strain than the com- 
mt‘nts of t lu* pro-f Jermtms. It runs as follows :* 
“ The reg:ion w(*st of Duisieux jtnd Alhtu t 
is th(* c(‘Titrt* point of tht^ northern fields 
of hatth^. Hen* tin* Knglish ari3 offering 
a st.uhhorn resistanci* in tli(‘ir last forlilh'd 
‘positions whicli are stnaigthened by res('rv(‘s 
from tin* adjoining nort h(*rn front. Kn*sli 
British divisiotis art» continually storming 
to tin* counter-attack, but they art* decimated 
under tin* Hit* of the (h'rnians, wlio press 
forwai-d likc3 a battering ram. The attacking 
spirit of the untiring Cilerman infantry is a.s 
frt'sh as it was on tln^ first day in spitt^ of tin' 
desp4*rat<* (*!u*my resistance, the conHdence in 
victory is In^imdless. On the southern part of 
the battlefi(‘ld the army (jf the Oerinan Ch'own 
Prince has thrown the French bn(rk b<*yond 
Montdidier, inflicting ln*avy losses. This army 
has fought its way .‘IH miles in seven days. 
Several of the divisions which had been fighting 
since March 21 refused to be relieved when the 
offt*r was made to them. On March 27 near 
Popincourt, a gr(*at many French soldiers of 
the 22nd Div ision were captured. It had been 
hurried up in motor cars from the neighbour- 
hood of Paris. They were surprised by our 
line German infantry, which luul worked its 
way foiAvard tlirough fields covered with 
thistles and broom, and were taken prisoners 

* Thi" account is >omowhnl condeii'-ccl. 
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almost without resistance. Farther north, 
the Fifth French Cavalry Division, which had 
trotted up for 10 miles, wa^s repulsed soon after 
its arrival. The feeling among the prisoners 
is dejected and war-weary. 'I’liey complain of 
bad leadership.” 

Further comment deals with the fighting 
round Ai-ras, whicli began on March 28 : “ . . . Jt 
was ushered in by a short hut powerful tire 
preparation. Out of the grey morning mist 
shone hundreds of arc lights, as if the whole 
of the ground was lit by electricity. At 

7.80 a.in. the (Jlermans adv^ancod to the assault. 
Without loss they gained the first high ground 
and secured tlua’td^y a protective position for 
t heir own artillery. Then there was a strength- 
ening of the enemy artillery fire which <hd not 
liold up the (Icrman infantry. As early as 
nine o’clock the first convoys of prisoners 
arrived at the J3i\'isional hast*. They wert* 
Scots. They admitted that llicir trtiops suf- 
fered heavily undta* the (icrman fire. At 

12.80 j).m. a height south-east of '^I’illoy was 
taken. An hour later the sariic troops took 
the Wood of 'Tilloy, which was stubbornly 
tlefended by machine-gun nests bet/woen lk*au- 
rains and Tilloy. In (la* aftt'rnoon 2,000 
prisoia*rs wt‘re counted from all posit it)ns. 
The booty in war material is large. I'lu* 
projected objectives wt're ('ve?\yw]i(*r(' attained. 


The enemy's losst's were h<>avy. The Knglish 
Army, two-thirds of which were* con<*eriiod in 
the heavy defeat, is especially af’fectt'd by the 
heavy losses in kilh*d, wounded and inissinu 
officers. Also, (he number of offici*i\s who 
luive b(^en taken prisoneis is very (*onsid(*rable. 
Thus, the 3 1st Division lost in 1,220 pi isoni'is 
45 offictM‘s ; tiu' fiOth Division, 1,800 prisont*rs, 
51 officers; the 5ls(. Division, l,57t m(*n, 
40 ofiiecrs ; and the 0th Divisiiai, 2,780 men, 
07 oflicers. 'Fhe t'lmnu'ration of tht> guns 
capturetl, up to the present (1,100 have bet‘n 
announced) cannot yet be definiti*ly carii<*d 
out, as many (h‘rman Divisions immediately 
use the captured guns and sh<‘lls in the battle 
against th(*ir forna'r posst*ssors. Kngland’s 
cry for French and American help is therefoi*e 
all the mort^ compreh(*nsihle. The heaviness 
of th(‘ir loss(*s compc*ls tht^ Knglish at sona^ 
points of th(^ front to throw into tla^ battle 
Dt*pot and Labour troops. The t’nglish are 
being badly hit not only by (he loss of in**s(i- 
mabh* amounts of warlike ston's, hut also 
hy tlu^ loss of lu'av'^y artilk‘ry. 4’hn*(^ of (he 
ht*a\'i(*st. calihrt* (.88 c.m.) as well as a com])let.e 
howitzer batltay, fell uialatnaged into the 
(lerman laiiids in Holnon W’ood. The lOnglish 
were* unable^ to blow up those* valuable* guns. 
Further nume‘re)us he*avy guns wea*e' e*apture*el 
n‘‘ar Arville*rs ; in (he* ( ’a.s( riti Wooel (he^ 
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C Jen nans oaptiirail a dozen 24 c.in. 

North of Anhigny tlio (i^Tinaiis found tro- 
inendrniM Hininnriitioii depots, of which the 
motor-traetf>rH an<l inot<»r-lorr'ies for trans- 
])c»rtinj^ shells ari» now trans[)ortin^ ( Jennaii 
iiiunitions on all roads. Als(> many field 
railway locomotives and lorries are Ixanu; 
usetl in flu' service (.)f (Ik* (ierman Muni- 
tion reinforcements. f>nlv a eomplt»tt‘ly 
heaten force |ea\'es suf*h \'alual>le material to 
the (Miemy." 

TIk* account th(‘n dealt with the battlefield 
on the south of IIk* Somme. 


striictive fire frustrated this attempted attack 
in its (‘arly stages. 

“ Th(? English and French on March 30 
sufferf^l heavy losses during their fruitless 
and desperatf^ counter-thrusts, as well a-; 
from the successful continuation of the CJerinan 
attack. The greatness of their losses in 
killed, wounded and missing is apparent from 
the fact, that wlK)le detacliments had aheady 
to be disbanded and had to be used for the coin- 
pletion of other units. Thus, for instance, the 
12th ar.d 14th Yorkshire and Lancashire (sic) 
Rf‘giinents were used for the complc'lion of 



A FRENCH AMMUNITION DUMl 

In the region of \V arfusee-Abaineourt 
(Ita’inan troojis brought in oOO prisoners, 
including a Hrigade Comnum<ler an<l a Kegi- 
mtadal Commander, d'lie booty has been 
increasetl by 100 loei>mot ives, .“lOO railway 
trui‘ks aial a further munition depot. After 
the storming oi Ih*aucourt and Me/ieres on 
March 2l> the enemy by closely massed counter- 
attacks sought to wrest from the (Jernuins the 
villages b(*tween tlu' Somme aiul the Avre ; 
they complett'Iy failed, with heavy losses. 

At the same (iim^ the French assembled in- 
fantry and tanks west of Montdidier for a 
new thrust. The most effective (Jerinan de- 


TF'rcm h ojftcuti f^hftoi^rnph. 

* ON THE WESTERN FRONT. 

the decimatetl battalions of the th3rd Brigade. 
The l.'lth Yorkshire and Lancashire and the 
llth East l.ian<*ashire Regiments had to serve 
the same purpose.* The freshly brought-up 
English and French divisions were again 
defeated in the pouring rain. Even the course 
of the Avre and the Dorns, swollen by the 
rain and with their banks swamped, could not 
stop the (Jerman infantry attaclw. The (Jer- 

* It i** intorosting with regard to this stateineiit to 
tlniw attention to a jihotographed copy of a eupturecl 
tSerinan “ morning state belonging tothe 1st Bat talion. 
I-UUh Infantry Regiment, of March 22 — «.<»., the iuorro%% 
i>f the first day’s fighting. From this it will lx? seen that 
they too had their losses. See Chapter CCLXITI p. 63. 



inau?^, attacking beiwoen Montdidicr an<l 
Noyon, camo upon divisions which had bctai 
l)Poiight up as quickly as possible, a])parcntly 
from Paris, in motor-lorries. They were ngaiii 
driven back towards the south an<i south-wf^st. 
and had to abandon the position which they 
ha<l only just taken up. During the counter- 
attacks on March 30 the English and French 
re[)eatedly made use of tanks, which, for the 
most part, were destroyed on the battlefield. 
On March 25 the Oermans captured 10 of 
these. The further losses of English armoured 
vehicles is so far not even approximately to 
be estimated, 

“ On March 30 the Englisli attacked the 
line of the Avre with considerable forces. 
On their troops the (lerman artillery and 
riiHchine-guiis fired with ilestructivf^ effect. 
About mid-day the Oerman troops aclvancerl 
against the wiro<l woi’ks west of Marcelcave. 
Ill spite of the strong r<*sistance wljic’h tlu) 
eiKMoy offered in his fort-likc^ ]>osifioii he was 
driven back, ddie enemy stornu'cl the villages 
of Auhvdllers and Demuin.'” 

With regard to the captun^ of ^rontclidi<*r, 
t h(^ (Jerimm account of tln^ transaction runs 
as follows : 

“At 10 p.m. the (Jermans ha<l tak(ai Mont- 
di<lier. French soldiers who had fought un- 
successfully since the beginning of the battle 
were repeatedly thrown out of the stiibboj*nly 
defended trenches. The (k^'inan reginuMits 
imijetuously ]mrsucd the enemy for 7J miles 
and pressed forwazxl even beyond Montdidier. 
Tn the end the French retr€?at turned into a 
tlisorderly flight. Rifles, cartridge belts, tin 
hats were found thrown away. Dn the high- 
W’ay between Roye and Montdidier there was 
a large quantity of untouched artillery mu- 
nitions, including a number of shells of the 
heaviest calibre. The pursuit was so rapid 


that the French coidd not [)repai<^ the little 
town [Montdidier] for <lefenc(\ It was there- 
fore spared (Jerman artillery Hr(\ It was only 
on the eastern edgt^ of the town that a few 
shells weri’i used to brtMvk down the short 
resistance. Put when the (Jerman artillery 
firotl on the height c»ast of Montdidica*, the 
PVench suffered frightful losses in (he flight 
over the stream so\ith-west of the town. 
Thei'e th<i corpses of the French, clad in grey- 
blue, we^re lying in denst? masses.” 

In the Norddeutsche AlUjajtieina ZcaIuikj of 
March 27 was given an interesting account of 
an intorvdew accortled by Ludciulorff to a news- 
))apor coiTo q>ondent with the (l<M*man Army. 
Ho said: “The great battle has bo ai fought 
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and a victory has boon won ; what it will lead 
to cannot yet bo said.” Ludendorff acknow- 
ledged the tough resistance of tlie British, but 
roinnrktid that still greater acknowledgment was 
due to what the (German infantry, suppc)rted by 
other arms, had done. “ The Knglish thought 
they could rely on tlu' use of machinery. The 
use of tanks aiirl the superfluous furnishing of 
their trenclu^s with machine-guns is typical of 
their im^thod of warfan\ \N'e have taken over 
2,000 machine-guns.” ♦ 

The various accounts of the number of guns 
and prisonei*H taken in the fighting of April 4 
varies, but on the whole thi* (memy appears to 
have claimed ov<ir 1 ,000 guns ami a large number 
of macliinf^-giins and ov^er 75,000 prisoners. 
Hosiua*, th(' notorious correspondent of the 
Berlin Lokahitkzvitjar^ wrote on tht' 21Hh with 
r(»gar<l to the (lerman attack and the efYoct on 
the Allkis : 

'I’hrir poHitioti boon Mbaken 1o its fountia- 

tioiiH, and iimliT th»' h^adorship <if our Kinporor and his 
Iwii military palladins, toj^»'lher writli the collect ivo 
sl.renv?th of the German national army, which follows 
these lea lers with enthusiasm, we are advanciii);; to fresh 
hlows. 

Attention has often hctui calletl in these 
pagers to the (h^rman plan of reporting every 
Brilish raid, which necessarily withdrew when 
its. work had been accomplish(‘d, as a <lefeat 
for oiir men ; but it- was far <h‘ncierit when the 
enemy undertook similar ojierations. The 
Vossiache Zeitmuj tif March 31 stati'd : “ When 
patrols reconnoitre the territory and return to 
their troops, the Paris writers turn this into a 
heroic French resistance to a ch^spi^rato tlerman 
advance,” 

One of tho.se mythical British oflicors that 
the CJerman correspondents coidd always pro- 
duce was declared to have said : ” Our army 
has been completely beaten, our leadership has 
coiiiplett'ly l)r(»ken <lown. Your (JtM-inan in- 
fantry is the best in the workl and is by far 
superior to our own.” 

There are in some of tlu^ Oerinan aeeounts 
faint hints that, notwitlistandiiig their successes, 
the end was not yet rt^ached. Tlie (lerman 
wirelt^ss of April 2 report eii that ” the victorious 
and confident feelings of the Oerman troops 
hail not suffered any ehange by reason of the 
bad weather, the cokl and rain which set in on 
Maivdi 27. Against the wet and cold they were 
]irott'eted hy the huge quantities of booty, 

* II«‘rr llrrmnn Kutsch, the war c«»rivspundcnt of the 
Tdtjlu'hn’. Hnmischau, wlio probably present at the 

interview, improved ou this statement, for said • 
“ The army of von Hntier recorded the capture of 
-,000 maoliino-guiis Marcli 27 alone.** 


consisting of coats, jackets and canvas, whicli 
they had found, while the rich lots of food 
Gtuffs, which were found everyw'here piled up 
in the British anny depots, most advantageous! \ 
supplemented their own rations. Those ime>. 
pectedly large supplies have enabled many (^\ 
the troops to live completely on what they 
fiiul, so that their own supplies can bo saved 
for a later period.” 

Dr. Max Osborn wrote in the Berlinpr 
Zeilung am MUtag of April 2 explaining the 
reason for the pause in the operations at the 
beginning of April as follows : 

Thu oiiumy ariuy communiquds employ every effort 
to mislead the opinion of the world. ... If a tomporury 
slowiiig-np oetMir.s in the great movement, the offensixo 
is briefly doclanul to liavo failed. The German High 
Command tloo.s not allow it« deliberate i:aImnes.H to hi* 
disturbed by these enemy di.-tortions. . . . Tt is exactly 
in order to avoid the possibility of heavy losses that the 
Gorman military authorities decline any kind of hurry, 
and we are grateftil to them for that. 

The Zrankf^irter Zeitung of April 3 stated 
that — 

the re<liieed speed of the German operations m\ist bo 
ascribed to the great technical difficulti(‘s ; to the neces- 
sity of assuring supplies ; to the need to allow the storm 
troops breathing time ; and undoubtedly also to the 
recent htuivy rainfall. 

It then goes on to say : ” The success of tlu^ 
next stt^p, if it is to succood, will presumably 
be all the grtuxter.” 

According to a statomeiit in the Berliner 
Tagehlalt of April 2, the Chief of the Austrian 
General Staff, Freiherr von Arz, gave out the 
following opinion - 

Among other things, the wound of our enemies in tlu^ 
w^est is so deep to-day that it can never heal again. I 
should be telling a lie if 1 said that the latest Gertnan 
suecosst'H surprised me ; of those victories I was confident. 
'Phe splendid leadership of the great masters of war, 
Himlenb'irg and Ludendorff, who have kmiwn their 
own aim, the depth and thoroughness of the German 
mind, and the high moral earnestness of the German 
soldiers were suflieient guarantee for sinsccss to the 
onlooker accpiainted with the circumstancos. 3’he 
(diange from trench to active warfare makes the su|wri- 
ority of the German Army appear still more conspicuoii-s. 
When the barbed-wire defences are left some miles 
behind, ami the mamouvres take place in the open 
field, then the alertness and experience of the non- 
commissioned otlicers, who have been trained by years 
of instruction during ix'ace, and our thoroughly trained 
General Stall get their reward. Millions of fighters 
can bo raised out of the soil, but it is not so easy to 
obtain even a fraction of the necessary leaders of all 
ranks. The facts we must keep before us when judging 
of the position on the western front. The German 
company and battalion commanders are a himdred 
times better than the Knglish, and in that form an 
important g\iarantee of success. 

If the German accounts of the fighting in 
the air were to be believed, the German avia- 
tors must be credited with a long series of 
successes from the day the attack began ; in 
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reality, from the 2l8t onwards there can 
be no doubt that, speaking in general terms, 
our supremacy in the air was an assured 
fact. At the opening and at tlie cnid of the 
phase with which we hdve just dealt, the 
weather w’tis not favourable for observation, 
but that did not prev^ent our men doing a 
great deal of gooil work whenever a slight 
break in the weather conditions permitted 
it. 

During the middle period of the figliting — 
l.e.. for four tlays between the 23rd and tht' 
27th, the activity in the air was very great. 


but our men brought valuable information 
back as to the concentration of (Jerman troops 
for attack, of which one example was on 
March 27, when tlu^y gave distinct and valuable 
information of the concentration of troops for 
the attack which began the next day. At 
night on that date ]K)ints knowii to be of 
value to the enemy, junctions of roads, tem- 
porary halting placets, dumping grounds for 
foot! and aminunitiou were mercilessly tlealt 
with. Tn the neighbourhood of Ihipaume and 
the roads leading to it, so searching was the 
work of our aviators that tVie enemy was 



[Official photograph. 

THE END OF A GERMAN OBSERVATION BALLOON. 


and especially had the attacks on the (Germans 
behind their front been aggressive and valuable. 
Hundreds of our machines made flights over 
tlie territory held by the Germans far back ; 
their lines of communication w'cre bombed ; 
their advancing columns subjt^cted to machine- 
gun fire. Judging from the reports of prisonci*s, 
the activity of our airmen seriously intei-fered 
with the provisioning of the German troops. 
Inhere had not been so much opportunity fc?** 
working with the artillery because the battk*- 
front had been constantly fluctuating, and 
hence there were few counter-bat ttay observa- 
tions to be niacki against fixed artillery points. 


forced to rpiit the high rt)ads and use the 
country lanes and often, indeed, to send his 
supply columns acu-oss the opcMi country, 
where they wc^rt^ not so likely to be n()ficed. 
Hundre<ls of bombs wt^’c^ k*t go on su<*h areas, 
and, as photographs su})sccpH*ntly taken in 
the daytime proceed, woth disfistrous effect, 
the wreckage being plainly slu)wn in tln'in. 
The (jcrman acroplam^s attached to the 
divisions to giv^e spt*cial support to thc*in did 
some good w’ork on thf? opening day (stM^ 
("ha pt er (X.T^X HI., ]>ag<' r)7), but since th<*n 
they liatl nf»t succeedf'd in harming us rn\ich. 
To >) 4 *gin with, they dis[)layed a reluctance to 
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[ Ol/ic u> I photog aph. 

A CJHKMAN SCOUT AHKOPLANK BROUGHT DOWN OVER OUR LINES. 


th(< sh<*lt('r of thoir own lines, nor <litl 
th<‘ l•<^s^llts of their collisions with oui’ intni 
when llu\v did display itiore holdnc'ss tend to 
h('art(‘n them. Our avi>dors, who were' bolder, 
never hesitated to attack. a!\d many instances 
could b<* (|Uoted in whi<-h (‘vcai individual 
machines f»*arlcss|\' < iijrairc<l (German Hi^ht 
format i<ins and inflict <‘d heavy loss on them. 
Omv low-living plaiuvs rendtaed the ^naitest 
service, tiling <»n rende/.vous ft>rmations, dis- 
ptasing infantry (‘omin^ up to the frt>nt and 
compelling them to scattia* to seek safety, 
tluai ehasinji tluan with their machine-min 
firt^ and inflicting h(‘avy casualtit's. Naturally, 
this jiggre.-^sist* action could n<jt Im* done without 
loss, but it is p<'rfectly certain that the casual- 
ties to the (haanan ata' 0 ])lan*'s were far grt'ater 
than thost' we sufkanal. We can certainly 
say that in these opcaations our airmen ftirmed 
part of our battle lim'. 

The air struggle secans to have intensiticfl in 
the last days of March notwit hstaiuling the 
unfavoiirable circ.ai instances which very often 
limited the activity of our airnaai, especially 
at night. 

(^n March 27 and 2S tlu" French airnaai 
renewed tlaar attacks on th(' tauany. Their 
low-flying machiiu's, acting in groups, sprayed 
with their inaidiine-gun fiiv, and dropped bombs 
on, the enemy's troops in the front line of 


liattle. Ollaa* groups wore directcnl against, 
th<^ areas of concentration of the enemy's 
infant i*y. Many of the maehiia's made tnme 
than one tli^ht, some of them up to three*, and 
altogether they drop})ed aliout 17 tons of 
bom>)s in the Xoyon-(hiiscard-TTam region 
Many w(*rt' their contests with the ein*my's 
machines, seven of w hich were totally destroyi'd 
and six seriously damagtal ; two capti\e 
balloons were also sc*t on tire. 

On March 20 HO some five tons of bomb> 
w’ere dropped hy the French on tan*m\ 
cantonments and railway stations in th<‘ 
ni'ighbourhood of St. Quentin, (duiscard and 
Hoyc*, and the low-tlying mactiines again 

attacked with vigour, both with machine-gun< 
and bombs, tlie CJerman troops assembling for 
attack and <lisp(*rsed them. In these opera- 
tions Italian aerojilanes took an active part 
and carried out with great audacity many 

ra.i<ls over the enemy’s lines. 

Our t)wn men also displayed thoir usual 

ardt*nt capacity in carrying out destructitm 
on the <*nemy. On March 20, althougli tla* 
k^w cloials and rain greatly interfered with 
them, they did much valuable 'work. A strong 
conc'cntration of our air force w’as made on the 
battle-front south of the Somme, as our 

observei-s luul pre\'iously reporte<l long columns 
of the enemy coming up from the rear. Against 
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these our squadrons flew, droppetl many 
hundred bombs and fired thousands of rounds 
of ammunition from tlieir machine-guns on 
them. 

The enemy’s air forces had become a Httic 
more lively and ga\o our men a good oj>por- 
t unity of dealing with them. This w*is especially 
the case with their low-flying machines. Nine 
of these were brought down and two others 
tlriven down out of control, while we had only 
two of our machines missing. During the night, 
over 12 tons of bombs were dropped on Bapaume 
and on the I’oads approaching it and also on 
the road and villages east of Arras, in which 
region our observei>i had noted the approach 
of considerable reinforcements. Many hits 
were obtainefl on ammunition and commissariat 
dumps and on the transport. Tlu^ railway 
lines were also damaged. All this was obtaine<l 
with the loss of one only of our machines. 

After mid-day on Mar<‘h 80 a heavy rain 
fell, but nevertheless our pilots continued to 
play an important part in the battU^ south of 
the Somme, dropping their bombs and t)ouring 
machine-gun fire, up to a late hour, on the 
(‘uemy’s forces. They biought in important 
information as to the location of hostile troops 
aiul in the northern portion of the battle-front 
cont rived to rciuha* considerable^ assist ani^e 


to our artillery in ranging on various targets.* 
Tn the immeiliate area of battle, the fighting 
between the low-flying machines of the two 
(jpponents was much sharpta* than usual. 
Our men brought down 12 (lerman aeroplanes, 
and three othei-s wta-t^ driven down out of 
control, in addition to which two were shot 
tlown by our anti-aircraft guns. (3ne hostili* 
balloon was also destroyed by our pilots and 
these successes w<*rc obtaiiu'd with the loss of 
only five of our own machini's. 

On March 31, the visibility being good, our 
artillery obsei'vation aeroplanes and balloons 
were enabled to do valuable work. Our at*roplane 
activity was mostly south of the Somme. Tlu* 
c'uemy’s movcMuents in this area were clost'ly 
watched and a large numbi'r of hostile troops 
and transport columns vvc'ii* bombed and 
engaged with machint»-gun fire 'I’herc^ was 
not very much fighting in thi' air. Four of our 
machines wc‘re missing at th»' i‘nd of the day, 
against whic*h may hi* st*t- off hair which had 
]>reviously becai reported as missing but which 
now returned. Two of tlu^ (iermaii machines 
vvc*n? shot down and one was <lriv<‘n to the 
ground out of control. Night flyirig was not 
possible till after midnight, owing to tiu' low 
cloutls which sto[)p<*(l all obs<a*vation of targets, 
but aft<'r t hat hour our bombing machitu's did 
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I.OW-FLYING KKITISH AHROPLANHS ATTACKING GERMAN MACHINE GUNNERS. 


woik. 1\\riity-four tons of bombs 
wi'K* ilroppi'd on tln' nniway stations at Ooiiai, 
(’ambiai, Ibipaumo, Kosirn's ami 'riunirot and 
on tlio snbmaiim* docks at Hium's. 1'Iu* 
transpoit and troops moving on tlu* roads 
ni'ar Hapanmc and ('baulncs wciv also boinbcd 
ami tired tui with inachinc-^rnns. All tliis was 
done without any easiialt\' to (^nr own men. 

April I w as nnieh more favoiirabU' to airwoi k, 
and this allowed our men tt» make several long 


<listanee reeonnaissanees and to take many 
photographs. ^Th*' gn‘tit in<*rt'ase in N'isibility 
<*nablt‘d the gnus and aeroplane obs<*rver.s to 
maintain mueh mon* complete contact than 
liatl kiti'ly bt*en ptissibk', and tints onr artilk'ry 
were able to engage with many hostile 
batteries. The warfare between the low-flying 
aeroplanes was again active. Onr machines 
tlroppe<l i»ver 17 tons of bombs and fired a 
\t‘ry large amount of machine-gun ammunition 
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at tho onruiy’s infantry and other grouial 
targets 

Nor wore tlio Oerinans defieaMit in activity. 
On the southern portion of our front, some of 
tlu'ir two-seater machines eaine down to a 
low height and fired on our trot)ps witli 
macliine-guns. In the struggle which ensued, 
10 liostile aeroplanes wtn-e ei*ashe<l and six 
others were driven down out of control. We 
also destroyed two hostile balloons. Anotlun* 
(lermaii ueroplaiu* was brought down in our 
lines ])y infantry tin\ I'lu'sc' 10 sue(‘('ss<‘s w<*r(' 
purchased with a Itiss of 1 1 of oui- machitu^s. 
During tht^ caisuing night our aviators wiai' 
extremely active bombing tlu> enemy's railway 
stations and his troojis in billets and bivouacs. 
His transport was also li})ei*ally tl(‘alt with and 
many tons of bombs wert' drop})ed on Cambrai 
railway station and on a station south-t'ast of 
Douai and on tlit' railway south of that town. 
All our machines it'turnc'd. 

There is no doubt that tlu' suecessi^s alrt'ady 
gained since March 21 had loustvl tla^ (Jermans 
to greater fdTorts. Th(^ celebrated Haron von 
Hichthofen liad been called uj) with his 
‘'circus,” and the publications of (terman 
successes began to g?•ow^ On the 2nd w(» 
were otiicially infornu'd by th<‘ (Jermans t hat . 
the day before, 22 enemy a<‘roi)lan<'s and tiv(‘ 
captiv’c balloons wei'c^ shot down. Luaitenant 
Kroll w’on his 2.*{rd aerial \ict<»ry. It will be 
not iet^d that on April 1, ae<*ording to our 
account, w<* only lost four machines! First 
Litmtenant Fiit‘<'k(% witli Aerial Dt»tachmenl 
No. *J0, is said to have rendereci extraordinary 
service, carrying out long distance obs(*rvations 
fi'om the cf»ast south as far as th»* Somna*. 

During th«^ month of March tlu* record of 
success(‘s on the Britisli front show’cd that 
British airmen (including the Boyal Naval Air 
Servict*) and anti-aircraft guniu*rs accounted 
for 500 (Jcrman machines, of which .‘1SI5 w(‘re 
desti’oyed, i)r ca]itured, an<l 207 driv<*n <lown 
out of control. The nuinb(‘r we lost w^ns 1 o.l. 
The French re])ort givt‘s tlu* numbcM- of (ieifuan 
aeroplanes destroyed or caiitured up to March JIO 
as 1 15. 

The rt‘sults of th(‘ air-fighting plairdy 

in favour of the Allies. 

At this i)oint a few' comments may !)(» made 
on the general courses of the fighting. Seventy- 
three ( lerman Divisions ha<l been engagcul 
against 42 British infantry and three cavalry 
Divisions. In addition to these some 10 


Divisions had been usimI by (he eiuany against 
the French, who up to the end of the month 
had employed a xarving number up to about 20 
Divisit ms ; but it must be reinembertMl that 
during the first hwv days of th(‘ fighting French 
aitl W'as limitt'd. On the w lu>lt* it may be said, 
thert»for(\ that both t lit" Bi itish and Frcaich 
fought for the grt^atta* part of tin* time against 
suptaior numbt'rs, and that the disparity at 
tht' ctmuncMiceiiuMit was vt'rv grt'at, probably 
tw'o tt» oma It is tpiite plain that this tlisparity 
had enabU*(l tlu^ (JiMinans to push back the 
Allieil troops and to mak(* a. considi'i*able dri\<* 
forw'SU'tl up to Amiiais. TIu' extrt'me point of 
their pi‘ogi“i‘ss was about ^15 miles. OOictas 
and nuai alilo' had riscai to tla^ r(‘(|uiremi‘nts of 
the occasion ; all had fought with a d(‘sp<'i’ate 
and d«)gg4Ml couragj* to slop the ( kaTnan inroad . 
A<*c*ording to the ( Jerman a<*counfs w<' lost 
75,000 prisoiaas. This is undjmbtj'diy t^xagge- 
rated, but from the xaay natuiu* of the fighting 
aiul the resistaiaa' our naai of'ferjMl it was (|uit<* 



BARON VON RICIITHOI I:N, 

The famous (ferinan Airman. 

c<atain that prisoners must la* lf)st. .Men in 
the front posit i4ms nested with their machine- 
guns in slu'll (a‘af<a‘s oi‘ otlaa* <*xca \'at ions arul 
wIk) fought ofi to the bittca- taid, w« re certain 
to 1 m‘ tak<ai prisoiaas if flay w^ae ia)t kilkwl. 
(Juniaa‘s who, as tla*y fi‘<*4paait ly fli<l, fought 
their guns in the optai until tla* < kaanans W(ae 
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acfiiiilly amon^ thrni worn hound to lose a 
largo proport if )n of tlioir piooc\s. On tliis head 
it iriay Ih^ wc^ll to quote the impartial evi<leiir‘e 
of (leruM’al voii Anhaim^ in the Herliu-cr Tatjehlntt 
of Mareh 20. explaiimd that “ the great 

nuruher of Knglish guns <*aptured ” was due lo 
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A DAY-BOMBINO SQUADRON IN 
FRANCK. 

Mapping out a ** Stunt.” 

thi^ “great self-denial with whieh the artillery 
tried to <'ovt*r tla^ twiiglish I’t^treat. It eoiitima'd 
firing until tla^ t‘nemy w(*re within easo-shot 
range and tally thtai thought of its own 
snftd-y.” Instaiietjs art* not wanting in whieh 
a hattery, st^vta'i^ly liandliHl, hut aidt'd hy l^tnvis 
guns or part of the gunntM* p<'rsoiui(*l with rifles, 
stopped a (ha'iiuin attack at the last inonuait. 
In one instance, tht' attack t*ast of Arras on 
March 2S, a six-inch howit/t‘r hattt‘ry was 
lieavily sht'lksi hy t ht‘ Oerman artilh*ry. All 
tht« gun detat'hnients had hetai either killt'd or 
wounded and only out* gun remainetl untk*- 
st royt'd. Hut tin* fttur ollicers t»f tlu* )>attt*ry, 
vvlu> wi'it* the only oiu*s left standing upright, 
ctaitiiiiKMl to work thesi* g\ins until two of tht*in 
W(*rt' killi'd and the othi*r two wountit'd. (Juns 
which wen* fought likt' this imist inevitahly 
htt captun*d, as tlu* tt'aius, if brought up to 
take tlu*m away, woidtl nuist ctatainly he shot 
down, 'riiis applied tt> tield-guns and field- 
howitzers. In the case of heavy gtins which 
coidd not he so t*asily mano*u\'red, ht'caust* 
their rate i^f march woidd be very slow, it matlt* 
them still more liable to t‘apture. The v<*iy 
fact, therefore, that tlu* Hiitish did lose a large 
number of guns shows clearly how they fought 
on to the very utmost extremity, 'relegraphing 
on March 28, M. Ulemeiiceau state<l to Mr 


Lloyd George : “ Nevt'r has France more 

admireil British valour and never has sue haH 
grc‘ater confidence in the British leaders. W\ 
are calm, .strong and certain of the fuiiire.“ 
M. Edouard Helsey in the Journal said : — • 

As to oiir Briti:<h friends, we tniist without <iolay 
trumpet th<* truth so as to scatter at once the clouds witli 
whit'h the ciiciuy woulil like to disturb our miiids. All 
wf»o havt* seen the Hritish in the fight agree that tlu- 
British stildier has fought with a c'ourage and a strengt*; 
of soul which the sorrows of tlic hard ret Halt have in n.) 
way impaired. We an* told of a British Gcikum' 
forgetting thi* iialii>tuil phli*gin so far as to fight with a 
rifl»* himself. 'Phis little incident well shows that the 
Briti-h withdrawal is not due to moral weakness, . . . 
Our General Staff trusts them as it trusts our own iiieti. 

'riic Ftfilian Prinu* Minist(*r, Signor Orlando, 
tc*h»graphcd the following nu^ssago to Mr. 
IJoyd George: — • 

We have expe-rienred anxieties similar to yours, hut 
if in this pi*rhaps deeisive hour we eaii nevertheless 
to the future with a stout hi-art anti with an unshakeahif- 
etuifitleneo shnretl hy us in eommoii, we owe it lo your 
Army, whieh on the generous soil t>f France, in brf>ther- 
hootl of arms with their soldiers of liberty, is holding out 
again-.t a terrifie attack by performing prodigii's ot 
bravery and tictermi nation. ... It is tlu? W(>rthi<‘<t 
expression of the noblest couragt* of its people opposing 
tlu* brutality inflamed by violence, a eourage conscious 
of its st rengt h. 

I trust, Mr. Frimt* MiMisf<>r, yon will find in niy words 
not alone the warm ami friendly expre-sion of iii> 
sentiments hut that of the feelings of tlu* whole Italian 
|u*opl«', whieh, united to-tlay mon* than ever with its 
Allies ill hope and resolution aiul ae,tion, greets the 
Howi‘r of the British nation, this magnifieent army t>t 
hero<*s. with the prufoundest symiiathy ami the warmest 
lu I mi rat ion. 

X<*vcr luid Briti.sli troops fought with moro 
doggcdiicss than th(‘y did in tliis retreat ; 
fighting all day, and somc*times all tlu) nighty 
tried hy strennons marchers so that men would 
walk along in a state of s(*mi -sloop, hut with 
no attompt to broak tln^ ranks or loose tlio 
heinls i>f disoiplim*, and always ready to turn 
round and oonntor-attaok thoir advorsarii*s. 
It must ho admittod that tho latter also fought 
well, but they too suf’fc*r(*d from the intense 
and eontinued strain of war, and at the la.st 
then* was very little “go" h*ft t)n either side. 
But it must always he remi‘mh(*red that up 
almost to the t*nd of the month they always 
had tlie a<lv’antage of supt'i ior immbei’s. 

d'lie work done hy the matdiine gunners was 
of a very high order, and showed that the 
maehine-gun eorps was maimful hy skilful 
and resolute men. Tt wtis to them that wa^ 
largely thie the defeat of many of the attacks 
whieh the G<*rmans made against us. Fighting 
as they did till the last ga.s]>, tht*ir wt^apons 
were often captured, but in very many cases 
this capture was due to tho absoluto destruction 
of the men who had worked them. 
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The constant shifting from ]H>sition to 
position naturally the employmeni of 

trench mortars, as the best effc'et cannot he 
got from them unless they can tirt^ against a 
tlefinitoly placed enemy. But they played an 
t‘ffective part on many occasions, es])eeially in 
def(‘nding points which had been hastily 
prepared for defence, and this short-range 
artillery weapon proved, as it had many timt's 
before, a valuable auxiliary to tlu^ more powerful 
weapons of th(^ artill(*ry propi'i*. 

Allusion has been mad(‘ to the action of tlu^ 
cavalry. On many occasions the couragi‘<jus 
and determined charges of small hocli(‘s restoied 
a dang€n’ous situation and inflict('d loss on the 
onemy. A good examplt> of this was se(‘n on 
March 31, during the lighting helwei ii Moreuil 
iind Hangard. British cavalry in a l)rillianl 
counter-attack took a wood which had h(*(‘n 
previously lost-. Sir Douglas Ilaig expressed 
his thanks to the Dav’alry Dorps Domman<l<‘r, 
saying: “I congratiilatt* you on the good 

work done by tlu^ cavalry during (he leccait 
operations. Conv<‘y my congratulations es- 
pecially to the 1st and 2nd Cavalry Divisions.” 
riie days of cavalry action in small numbers 
\v(‘re by no means past. 

The tanks were of the greatest assistance to 
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the British in the retreat. Largely \ised for 
<*ountt*r-a( taek>-, they on many occasions 
stopped the enemy's progri'ss. Sir Douglas 
Haig drew special attention t»> the work of thi' 
Hoyal Kngineers during the i-etiejit. Continu- 
ously employed on tlie di'stnietion of biidge- 
and roads, and in the repair of tlie latter, \ \\ry 
liad done good service*. 'I'liey ba<l also be(*n 
ecmstantly employe'd in the tiling line*, and had 
behaves! with gre*at steaelfastne'ss and e'oinwge*. 

Se) much fe)r tlu* lo.ss(\s of the* British. d’he*re* 
can be little* eloubt that Ihe’i leisse's e)f the* ( Je*r- 
mans we‘ie? infinite'ly gre*aler. All e'stimatevs 
she>w' thiit the‘y ran ti*e)m be*twe*e‘n .‘lb t » 
pe*r ce*nt. Me)re* e'spe'enally W'e*re* they he‘a\ y in 
the* lii*st few elays eif the* fighting. A gri'at 
ele‘al e)f infe/rmatiem wjis ge)t from prisoiu‘rs avnd 
frean “stedi's" uhiedi w e*re‘ capt ure*el bi'leinging 
te) fifte*e‘n elillere'iit elixisions. In tlie^ 1st. 
Divisieai the av'i'iage stre*ngth of the* e*e>mpany 
w'eis re‘elne*e*d te) 4b m(‘n. 'The* .It h Division 
in tlu* lighting round Ham lost .lb pe^r e*e*nt., 
and meire* subse(pie*nt ly. In the* lith Division 
e>iH' <*e)mpany lost, lb p(*r ce*nt. In (he* 12th 
Divisiein the* (»2nd Ue'se'iAe*! Infantry leist 
800 nu‘n in (he^ fighting on the* Arras-Cambrai 
road, d'he* lo.ssevs e)f the* 2bth Division weae* 
a.be)u(. .lb pe*r cent., anel in the* 2()th l<e‘ser\'e 
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Division ono roriipany was anniliilatcMl. ''riio 
41st Div'isitm lost lM*tw<*oii 4(1 aii<l 50 por cent, 
of its stroii^tli on Marcti 21 aIoiii‘. On March 28 
one f‘oin[>nny the 20th Kcscrvi* Ih^^iiniMit 
was reduced fi*oni 150 to <>0. O’he 8St h Di- 
vision lost pel- e(*nt. of its strentrth on the 

first day atal 40 per cent, of t hi* reinain<li*r hy 
March 20. OOh* llOth Di\ ision wiis redui‘i‘<l to 
40 per i*«-nt. <»f its fi^litin^ fore#*, and the 2Ht h 
.Division to 50 pt‘r e»*nl. One of th«* most 
striking <letails was tiial of th<* 1st Dattalion of 
tin* Moth Kej^iment of th<‘ 4th Division. A 
<*aptur<*<l menmraiKluni sho\Vi*d that aft<*r tlu* 
first <lay's fl^htinj^ th(‘ Ist Company luul iinly 
2 oll[i<ers, t non-eommission(*d ofliec'rs aral 
55 men left, the 2iid Company no o0i(*i‘rs, ian* 
N.t'.O. and Ki m»*n, tin* 5rd Ccanpany 1 of1ii*i*r, 
ti \.(\0.*s an<l 2<i mi*n, th<‘ 4th (.‘ompany no 
<*(llieers, 4 X.C.O.’s and 17 nuai. Thus tht* 
total left fi)i* th#' whoI<‘ hattidion was 5 oOicers, 
15 N.f’.O.'s and 04 men. 

So far as tlu* Mritish were coneerniMl the 
fi)^htin>' ni)W' di<*d dtiwii <»n tlie old front of 
hattli*. tlu'n* Ix'itig nothing hut a few affairs of 
out posts. 

'The (hainan advane#* straight on Ainiiais 
had l)<H*n hrouglit t<» a fidl-stop, or at any rati* 
so far hiiahaiMl that t hi' i'hanees of a flirt hi*i* 
adv'auci' in that ri'gioii had lu'iMi vi'ry much 
iiiminishi'tl, ami it imw' hi'eaim' a {]Ui'stit>n as 
ti) what Atailil ht* th«‘ next (h‘rnian mov*#' to 
peiM'trate through the Dritish liiu's aial i'ontinue 
the WM'stern irruption. 

It hail l)i*en km>wn from tiu' miiklli' of Mareli 
that troops had Ih'imi i*iau*i'nt rati'd in thii 
(h'l'inan liiu's noit h of thi* l.,a Massei* ('anal, 
and i*arly in April tla* signs of imminent 
attack Ix'eanii* iim)!#* ami more i’vident. It 
must not hi' fi»rgt)tten that, although the 
(k'rman a<lvam*i* ti»war<is Amii'ns still li'inairn'tl 
a danger, tin* knig projeetiiJii into the .Mlicil 
aii'a was idso not without risk to the i*m‘my. 
Its |i*ft flank, as has hi'i'ii hefoii* f)ointi*d out, 
was always opi'u to a Cri'm*h ci^unti'r-stroki*. 
It is the weak point i»f all salii'Uts that t lu'V 
are open to attai’ks on thi*ir (lanks which if 
sueci'ssful i*ut t)ff thi' troops in tlu*m. Dtaiht- 
k'ss thi' ilirt'i'tion i>f tin* origimd (Jerman attai-k 
WM'^, i)n the whi>]i*, tlu* mi>st hivourahle ti» 
them, hut the grouml they 0 (*i‘upit'il at tlu* 
tu'giuning i>f April Wiis not ttu) favonrahk* 
to lhi*m heeause tlu* lim's i>f i'oinmunii'at ion 
liaek ti) thi' rear passi'il, to a larg#' exti'nt, 
thningh the di'vastatt'il regitiii which hail hei'ii 


reduce#! to ruin in the Hindcnhnrg retre.o 
!Mor<*<jv'er, every day gav^e the British addition 
.strength heeanse it enabled them t<j iinpro\, 
their ch'fi'iices. If, therefore, the line 
(It'rman advance could now be carried foi*wai i 
outside this pronounced salient in such a w;n 
as t#) give gn'ater breadth to it, it was plaint 
advantageous. While the French lu'ld tlun 
position on the Oise it was impossihk* 
broaih'u tlu* salitait #_)n the south, and thi- 
k'ft tlu* only alti'rnat iv e to try the enlargi'ment 
of tlu* ni)i*tlu*rn sidt*. d'his might nu'an th. 
abandonment for a tiiiu^ of the* advance on 
Faris, but tlu* object of parting tlu* British 
from tlu^ Fri'tich could still })e atfaiTU'd by n 
more nortlu'rly n.>ute, aiming at Ha/.t'bi*ouek, 
which wauikl also threaten the northt*rn Fn'm h 
poits, important bases for the British Army. 

But lu*re it may be remarked that if tin* 
(h'linans meant to continue the adv'anct* it 
was iu*<‘essary to umk'rtak#* the operation a', 
soon as pcjssible. American n'inforeenu'iit 
w#*n‘ d#‘v I'loping, and if tlu* brt'ak-through was 
to be* a<*<*omplislu'd it lu'cam#* a (question #)f 
#ioing it within a eomparativ’t'ly short tiim*, or 
else abandoning the id(‘a. It was no long#*!- 
a cas#*, such as arose in tlu* #*arly days of the 
campaign, when the (lermans e»)uld afford to 
r<*tr#*at from tlu* Marm* to tlu* Aism* and halt 
tiu'rc*, b#*('aus#* as tiim* went on the Allies were 
g(*tting stronger wliik* they, uud<‘r tlu* strain 
of continuous tight ing, were lu'coming w#*idv«‘r. 
If they w#*i*#* c*ompi*ll('<l to n‘t!(*at it would 
be im[)i>ssibk* t#) say wlu'r#* the i<'ti*#‘at might 
i*ml. 

'^rhe British Army had be(*u s#'V(‘ri*ly straine I 
by tlu* fighting since Maj’cli 21. It had lost 
heav ilv’ in im*n and mat#*rial. T<i r(’infor<*#‘ it 
it had been lu'cessary to withdraw 10 divisions 
from tlu* uortlu'rn [)ortion of tlu* lim* to the 
immediate area of fighting in front <->f Ami#*ns, 
timl t lu*se <livisions t‘ould only b#* rt*plac#*d by 
wit lulrawing thos#* of tlu* 'riiird ami Fifth 
Armies that ha<l been rec<*nt ly engag«‘d in 
withstanding tlu* (a*i*man off»‘nsi\e.* Thes#* 
troops ha#l b#*en s#*v#‘r('ly handk'd ami had 
#)idy just been made up to strc'ugth by newly- 
arrived ri'inforcemi'Uts, which would take sonu* 
time to si'ttk’ d#nvn into the «*tbcit'ncy re# p died 
of tr#)ops t#) lx* useti in battl#* action. 

Xow it is tr#u' that on tlu* northern #*nd of 
tlu* British lim* tlu* ground comlitions w#*r<^ 
.such (hat a#*tive operations against it could 
not well b#' umlt*rtak**n on a large seal#* before 
* See p. 1U2. 
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Mfly, for in what we may call the Flaii(lei*s 
section the water-level is so close to the surface, 
very often being within a foot, that shell-fire 
and the movements of the troo|3s soon tiirnetd 
it into a sea of mud. This alloweil Sir Douglas 
Haig to leave our trenches there comparativt'ly 
weakly held, and thus enabled him to reinforce, 
as we have seen, the troops on his right. 

The enemy’s attempt to force an opc'iiing 
in the neighbourhood of Arras, and thus 
enlarge his area of operations, had Im'cii stop])ed 


couKl he yielded up without pn'ssing danger, 
because strong lines of defence* wore available 
there (it eouUl in part be eovt'i-eil by inunda- 
tions), but this was not tht> ease in tlu* eentn*. 

'riie very dry spring also fat'ilitated the 
<Miemy’s most nortlu'ily attack. 'This was, of 
eoui‘se, known to Sir Dcnjglas Haig, who was 
also (.piite well iiwart^ of tlie preparations madt^ 
by the (lt*rmans for an otfensixt* north of La 
Hasseo. It was imu*li faeilitateil bv tl\e 
exe(dl(a\t railway system la' ha<l available. 



at the end of March, and it therefore In'cami* 
probable that ht^ would seek to makt^ a fresh 
advance more to the north with the l<*ss 
ambitious view of moving against the (’hannel 
ports ratlu'i* than on l^aris, \vhile if successful 
woiikl still cut off a larger portion of nortla*i*ii 
France and with it probably a eonsiderablt* 
])art f)f the British Army. Hetw’(*en La Jhissee- 
and Arras — /.c., in the eentr<’ of tla^ Hiitish 
line — it was necessary for ns to hold on grimly, 
because a break-through about \’imy woukl 
have been almost as bad as one at Amit*ns 
For it wf>uld have involved the sf^paration of 
our forces from tlie French and would have 
enabled the Hermans to move down fai Amiens 
and further develop their atta<*k on I'aris. 
Above La liassee a certain uiuouiit of ground 


which <*nabled him cjuiekly to eonei'utrate 
troops for t h(^ intendt*d inoveiuf'iit. 

d’lu*i’e was allot hc*r element which i'i‘(juired 
eonsidc'rat ion. Tla* Port uguesi* div'isions which 
were in line in tla* neighbourhood of Hois 
(lreni<*r liad bt‘(‘n continuously in tla- front 
for a long period and ncf'ded rest, and it was 
arrangi*<l that they should be r<*lieved during 
the first week of April, and the change was to 
Iw^ completed by tla* HKh. 'The liia* from 
- the north of this |)oint to the 'S'pres-t Vanines 
(’anal was now held by the 4()th, *{4th, 2rith, 
Hlth and (tth Divisions, whicdi had lieen 
brought Uf> fi*om tlar light flank, where they 
had bef*n sev'crely handk^d and considerably 
shak(*n. Other n*infon*einent s ha<l also been 
brought uj) from tla^ light and to the greatest 
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rxirnt | unct iciiFli* wKlioiit < oo iiuich rlciunlinjl' 
that portion of t hr hiir w Ikmi* it was still 
iirri'ssary to inaiiitaiii a strong front to stop 
tin* still possihlr ( h'linan advanri* on Aniiriis. 
Sii' I )onglas llaig had also ai'rangrd for t hr 
adiandonnirnt of t hr salirnt position wr hrid 
north of ^’pI’rs at I *assrhrndiirlr, which ronld 
1 ) 1 * ahandonrd without dang<'r to our line on 
account of the ph\siral <hflirultirs of n (Icrnatn 
ad\anrr o\rr the limited front iwaihihlr ba- 
it in this dii-ri*tnai. d’hr dryiu'ss of the spring 
acted in tin* cncin\'s fa\our. as it cimhU'd him 
to adxancc up the low lying ground of tin* 
Lys \j\.iU*y. 'Thus tlic l\>rlugucsi‘ ‘Jinl l)i\ ision. 
the lirst o))ji‘ct ivc of the < Iciinans, w a'> alt ta**kcd 
la fort* tin* n'licf could hr caiiricd tait. 

On A])ril 7 tiu* lirst opening pha'•^^• t)f tin* new 
atta<‘k commcnccil. During the night t he 
whole ari*a from Lens on the south to Armcn- 
licrcs tui tlu* math, a distance of 20 mih*s, 
wav contimmusly and l»ca\ ily Ixanhanlctl with 
gas shells. During the vSth, although it di<l not 
et)mpleti‘ly reaisn, the sexerity dinunis|n*d. 
Hut at 4 ai.m. i>n .Xpiil 0 it was renewed in the 
hiiilast intensity with both lniv and higli 
explosive* shi'lls. riifeirt unately llu*re' was a 
tha k mist, ami w h(*n the infantry atta< k 
eomnu*m***el abt>ut 7 ii.m. it w*as im[)ossiblt* l«,» 


.s4*<* the enemy’s troops until they were elos. 
on the? line of trenehes. The attaek wa 
iininediatt‘ly directed against the left brigad* 
of the 2nd Fortngiiese Division and wa 
epiickJy suc<*essful. Ft then developed both 
north and south of tla* point at wJiich our 
line laid bc*en pem*trate<i. A little lat<*r tin 
40th Division reporti'd that an attack had b(*eii 
flev<*loping on their front and was being held, 
but that to tlu^ south of their lim* ( where tin- 
JVirtuguese w»‘n‘) the enemy had penetratc*d 
through the deft*m*e line of machine-gun posts, 
"rhe atinosplu*ric c<)nditions xeiy much intei 
fc*red with the ordei* of the light, and (he c*om 
muni(‘ations between the diffen'ot dixisioii'^ 
s<*em to have b<*en soim'what interrupt(*i I . 
In the eoursi* of tin* mor-ning. how'e\’r*r*, it was 
po.ssibit* to foiin a judgim*nt as tf> tin* actual 
extent of tin* (a‘rman attack. It extcndt*d 
fr<nn the Ha Hass<'*e (’anal to F>ois (Jrenier, a 
l(*ngth of about 2H.I miles. Hen* t he 
ground was ln‘l<l. fi-om the south upwards, 
by the oath Division, under Ma joT*-( Jeneral 
II. S. .leudwine, tin* 2nd lV)rtugin*se and 
the 40th Divisions. Ih'tween 8 and 0 o'clock 
the front posts of the right battalion 

i)f the 40t[i Division wen* capturc*d, and the 
em*my ])ress<‘il his attack noithwards along the 
Km* IN*t illon and tin* Km* <le lk)is. 'Tin* nnu'hine 
gun posts put up a (im* fight against vastly 
superior n\nnbers and greatly dc'layi'd the 
<*m*my's mlvanee until all but (an* of tln*ir 
imichine-guns wen* destroyt'd. 

Hut while in parts tin* ( lerman advance wa- 
ln*ld, in other’s tln‘y had suect'cded in making 
considerable progr(*ss. 'Thus at 10. lo a.m., 
alt hough t In* h(‘a< hpiai t »‘rs of t In* right bat t alio n 
of the 40th Division was still holding out at 
Hetillon, ( a*rman troops had already pusln*d 
thi’ough to Kougi* de Hoiit . ddie pr<*ssure was 
continued and later on the whole division, 
which was attacked in front and flank, was 
pusln*d back to a lim* at right angles to its 
original position, running from Hois (benier 
thi’ough Kleurbaix to Sailly-sur-la- Lys, aft(*i’ 
consideiablt* lighting, the largi*r part of whieli 
fell to tin* right liiigade. lk*lnw the 40th 
Divisitai the line was lield by tin* Hortugm*se 
and to t he sout h of t ln*m w as the not h I )ivdsion. 
d'he V ig(au’ of the ( a*i’man attack overwhelmed 
the l*ortugm*st* troops and tin* advance was so 
rapid that the ari’angements made f<_>r manning 
the si*eond line with Hritish troo])s could only 
In* partially carried out. The oath Division 
was also heavily attacked and by 10. MO a.m. 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


its left brigade had l)eea foreod back from its 
forward position to its first line of defence, 
'riie position, therefor(% wtis tliat the M)fh 
Division had been coini)elled to wheel back- 
wards on its left, the 55th l^ivisicin had been 
thrust back on its left, while in between them 
the Portuguese had been diivtMi compU'tely 
V)ack. Fortunately the 55th Division was able 
to liold its main defeiisiv<' line and also to form 
on its lc‘ft a deft'iisive flank, facing noi*th 
between Festubert and a strong point just 
south of Lt'i'rouret. where it was in connexion 
with tta^ 51st Division (see />o,s7), which had 
come \ip in sup|)ort. The 55th Di\ isiini maiio 
tained its original position, exct*pt as just 
desciibed, duiing tla‘ whole of (he <iav and 
did not confiiK^ itself mertdy to the defensi\(‘ ; 
for, making s(W(‘ral eo\inler-strokes, it captunMl 
o\tM' 750 (h*rman pi-isoiuas, 'Tlu' strength of 
this tl(‘fenc(‘ was du<' to the det<‘rmin(‘d manner 
in wliich the ad\anee«l posts held ti> their 
ground. Five paaitly sui’rouiide'd hy the 
adv'ancing wave's of (h'rmans, th<*y clung 
le'uaciously to their posts ami thus prexente'd 
any considci’ahle de\ (‘lopna'iit of the* enemy's 
attack on t lieii* front . An instance is r('cor<led 
which (‘xcanplities we‘11 tla^ de^sperate* nature 
of the stiuggh'. 0"h(‘i(‘ was a nau’hinc'gun 
cnsconctMl in a “pill-box’'; the* (h'rmans 
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surronmh'il it and (‘nt(‘r«‘d the* n*ar (M>mpai‘t- 
im'ut, but the t<*a.m hehl them up with rex’olve'i* 
fin* from the' inne*r e*e)mpart na*nt ami all t he» 
time' the* machine‘-gun ke*pl on its fire* 

\\ he'll it be-e*ame* e*\ ieh'iit that a se*rious a(tae*k 
was in preigie'ss, ri'se'ixe* treiops we'ie se'iit up te> 
suppeirt (lie* t hie*al e'lM'e I portieai eif the* line, 
'riu'se* weie' the* 51st and 50th Di\ isiems, whie*h 
had re*ee*ntly e-eane* up from (he* Somme* are*a. 
'The* line* the*y took up was be'liiml It iehe*} loiirg- 
St . \5uist anei La\e*n(ie*, in the* position pre* 
vieaisly alle>t1e*el te» the'in in the* sche*me* ot 
d-*fe*nee*. 'To eove*r the*ir ad\ane*e the* 1st King 
Kelwai'cl's Horse* anel (he* I Ith (’yelisf Ihittalietu 
we'ie* se*nt on ahe*ael. 'The'se* twee oe'cupie'd 
Laeeiuture*, \'ie*lle* ('hape*lle* ami Unit Maise»ns. 
Il<*re* the*y put up such a s(re*nmais re'sisi an<*e* 
that the* 51st ami the* 55th Di\ isie>n>, we*re* able* 
te) e*eane* iule) ae*tion e*ast ol the Lawe* ltl\e*r, 
be‘twe*e*n Le* Toure*( anel h]s(aiie*>.. 'The* 5ls( 
Divisieai maeh* geeod t*e enm'x ie>ii witli the* 
r»5t h Dixision, hut the* 5(Mh Dixisieui, e*ast eif 
Kstaire*s, feaiml the* (h'rmans he*|el the* 
light bank e)f the* lixe r anel eeaild m>( ge t intei 
teiueh xxith the* lOth Dixi^iem. 'The* hitte*?* 
ce>ntinue*el tei be* hi*ax'ily attae*ke*<l ami its riglit 
was piishe'el ba<‘k to the* Lys ami eihlige^el eiarly 
in the* e*\'e*ning to withdiiiw ae*i*e»ss that, iix'e*r 
at Jiae* St. .Maui-. '^I'he* remainele*r of the* 
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<li vision was compelled to give up its position 
about Hois (Jrenier, hut }H*ing supported by 
troops of the .*{4th l)i visum was enabled to 
take up a line eovc‘ring tlie approaches to 
Krfjningliein and Ai inent ier<*s between Fort 
Kotiipu on the Lys and the old front line north- 
east of Hois (Jrtaiiej’. Not witlistanding the 
sev'»*i<‘ [pressure brought to bear on them 
by the enemy, tlu^ <hvision held out with great 
courage. Kspt'cial miaition may be math' of 
the 1 2th Hattalion Suffolk Kegiment, which 
held out in Kk‘urhaix until th(‘ (*v(‘ning, thoiigli 
heavily attacked on three sides. 

Meanwhile tla* (Jermaiis had heav ily attacked 
I la* fdst and aOth Divisions on the east of tht‘ 
Lawe Hiver and gradually puslusi our troops 
back to it, liringing their artillery up to <piite 
close range to support the attack. In the 
evening the enemy maruigcal to effect a crossing 
at Kstaires and Pont Ri(jueul, but in both (*ases 
c()unt(‘r-at tacks drove them back again and at 
tla* <*lose of the day tla* crossings w<‘re still held 
by us as far (*ast as Sailly-sur-la-Lys. During 
the night our troops W(‘re vvitlah'awn to the 
left banks of the Lawe and Lys Ifiv(‘rs, after 
(*onsiderabl(^ fighting about I*ont Kifjueul. 
'fhe bridge's of both rivt*rs \v(»r(* blown up, 
although in some instance's not completi'ly. 


When the left of the 40th Division fell bad. 
the enemy had followed closely on its hc?els , 
the bridge at Hac St. Main* had been blown up, 
but by means of an emergency bridge, defended 
by machine-guns, tlie troops wen* withdrawn. 
During the late aft(‘rnoon and ev’oning the 
CJermans prc*ssed forward and reached Croix 
du-Hac. Here they were counter-attacked 
by a brigarle of the 2r>th Division and compelled 
to fall back, but it was not possible to clear 
the (Jerman infantry completely out of the 
vdllagt* and this alloweil him to come on during 
the night and establish himself on the nortli 
bank of the river. The next day the enemy 
at an early hour assaulted in force the river 
crossings at Lt!strt‘m and Kstaires, covered hy 
a v'cry lieav y artillery fire. The riv'er crossings 
wcrc^ oaptinvd and the left bank icached at 
both places, but determined counter-attacks 
made by the 5()th Division thrust him back 
again. The (jca'iiians eontinued to attack 
Fstaires in gri*at fortre, ami very obstinate 
tighting took place in the village in which 
gr(*at numbf*rs were lost on both .side's. Hen^ 
Hritish maehine-guus had been mounted in 
(he uppea* floors of the houses, and caused 
heavy lossc*s to the (Jerman infantry until 
they \v(*re kno(*k«*d out by the* (Jerrnan artillery 
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PORTUGUKSE IN THK TRENCHES. 


\()(/u lal fthofnutit i>t 


firn. During thn ^veiling it was tlioiighf. 
botinr to withdraw tlio 50th Division to a. 
position ]>rovionsly preparr-d north and wost 
of tho town. Dn th<' cast sid(^ of Kstaircs 
hostih* infantry and artilli^ry crossed ( fio hys 
in strengtiv and ])nshcd hack onr troops to a 
position noitli of Stecnwt'rck. Here they wert* 
sn|)portod })y fresli tioops coming np and iield 
th<‘ir groiinci. 

ddie segment of line ladd hy us hetw<‘C‘n 
Frelijighieii and 1 1 ill tit) laid also hei*n the suliji'ct 
of hc'avy attacks, which commenced at 5.:{t) 
in the morning. Tlu* outpost (lositions of tlie 
2r)th and 19th Divisions in the line north of 
Armentiercs aral east of Ah'ssines weie tliiu^t 
hack, and under the eo\^er of tla^ mist I ho 
en<’‘Tny was (aiahled to move along tlie valleys 
of tlie Warnave and Doiin’c I<iv<“rs and r<*ached 
the flank of «)ur ])osition in JMoegstf*ert. \Vo«>fJ 
and Messines, aial in the aft(‘rnoon tin* attack 
was extended to the noith of that \'illage as 
far as the })anks <if the Yf ires-CVanines Canal. 
Til the neighhourliood of the* latter the (ierinans 
stormed our foi wanl positiein as far as FIoll(*h(‘ke. 
pushing back our line to the \Vytscha<*te^ rielge. 
Tn tho afternoon IMf*ssines was retak(‘u by the 
South African Brigade* of the? 9th Divisieai, 
which during the night cleared Wytschaetf* cif 


the (^nomy. North of I roll<^l)i‘ki\ wlu*r(* our 
positions crossed the Y])r(‘S-Cnmin(*s Canal, 
the lin<' was practically nntouch(Ml, an<l h«*re 
the 9th Division succei'dc'd in killing great 
numbers of the (aierny. 

Tliis advanci* of the (h*rmans, which ])raeti- 
eally turned Armentierc*s on the noi*t.h, tliriMil- 
en<*d our position there and made it, impossible 
to hold on, although it had not yc't lMM*n 
frontally attacked. But then^ W(*re no fiirtln'r 
reser\<‘s avflilable tf> r-einforee the position 
lK‘re and r( nder it mor<* s(‘cure, and it W'as 
therefor*^ de(*ided to withdraw to tlu* kd’t bank 
«)f thi* Lys. 9die mo\cmt‘nt was eomna'iiced 
a little after nocai and was compk'ted by 
9.‘M) p.m. witlaait t,h«* enemy lieing able to 
interrupt it. All the V)ridges ovta* the ri\’er 
wen* destroyed. 

On A])ril II tlif< Oerinans renew'**<l f))f‘ir 
attacks along the w hok* front and mark* 
c(msider-able progress. Belw<*en the Lawe 
Biv(*r and (li\enchy the* British lield out 
against rep<*at('d assaults ; but lk*tvv<*en Locon 
and Kstaii-es, wdrer’c thr* r‘ra*frry haci improved 
his footingof the pr*e\’iorts (‘vening, la^ continued 
to pn^ss w'cstw'ar'ds and northwards towards 
l.,(*strem. not withst anding th«* eudi*avourH of 
our troops to stop him. At Kstaircs the 
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[Ofhcial photo^raf'h. 

HEAL TEA FOR THE GERMAN WOUNDED. 


5tli Division (whicli it should bo roinoinborod 
liad boon oiii])loyod on tlio Somme theatre), 
boin^ tlireat(‘iied on their right flank by the 
enemy’s advance soutli of the Lys, wore com- 
pelled, after lighting hard during the morning, 
to fall back in tho direction of MerviUc. In 
these attacks the enemy employed large forces 
in close formation, and the losses inflicted on 
them by onr rifle and machine-gun lire were 
very severe. Mut our own troops were not 
in suflicieiit numhors to hold out. against the 
dermans’ continual olTeiisivo, and us they 


fell back breaks were made in their front \n Iiicli 
were gradually increased during the retreat. 
Through thi'so tho ( {lU’rnans pushed bodies of 
their infantry forward and at 0.15 had reaiiluMl 
Neuf T^erquin. Th(\y also advanced along the 
nortli hank of tla* Lys Canal and oiitered 
Merville. Hen' no furtlior fresh troops w(‘re 
availalde for counter-attacks, without which it 
was im])ossihle to ch'ar tlio town. Our troo]js 
were then'fore M'ithdi*nwn behind the small 
stream which runs just wt\st of tlm town, and 
this was etT(*(!te(l in good order by tlie evening. 



CHAPTER CCLXVIII 


FROM JERUSALEM TO DAMASCUS. 

St in r.v of Opf.rvtions, Dkt fmbku, 1917-0('to»i:r, lOIS — Frkkinc .louin from IMikssfri: 
Fine Work of Scottisk Troovs- Knemy Attempt to F intake .Ieri salem (\\i*tfre of 
•Iekk’HO Heavy Fkjiitino on Siiechem Hoad Front Hritism Officers with the Arvrs - 
The Kmir Faisal's Dead Sea (\vmfaion (’ihtssino the .Iordan Haid on Amaian In Praise 
OF THE T-.ONDONERS Til E Hs SaLT 1 T\ I D ; a'I't’RKIsH ScccesS -F\ ENTS \T .1 ERCS \LEM AlLENHV 

Sends 'I'roops to b'Rwt'E Heortjanization (»f the Force Turco ( Jerman .Vitack Astride 
THE .Iordan- 'ruE Ai tc.mn Offensive Maih h of the Arahs from Akvha I)kfk\t of the 


URKS W EST OF THE .IORDAN IIRI'I'ISH AND . 

SCRRENDERS -FnEM> HoCT OoMFLETE I’'aLL 
THE (‘ity -Arar Claims. 

T ill', lii’st ])luis«* of Allrnj>y's 

(•{mipaign of 1917 IS in S^mthurii 
l^alc^stiuo, (Milnunal iiijr in tla' snr- 
nai<i(‘r of .l(Tusaluni, was (IcsciilxMl 
ill V'ol. XVa (Miaptcr (H/XXVl. liiHlo iiioir 
than a fortiiiji:ht lal<T tli(‘ 'Turks niadi* a dutrr- 
iniiK'd atlcin|)t to roca|)( urc t la* city, alt hoiij^li 
tlicy, or the (Jcnuaiis for ilium, had du<*lar<Ml 
that it possussi'd no military \'ahi('. 'Tho 
attack, made ou DccfMiiher 2t)-27 (1917), failcMl 
complctcdy ; the Hrilish lines were |)ushe(l 
farther north and I lie security of .h*rusalem 
assured. \ few <lays ])re\’i»)usly the enemy 
had Ix'cii driv'iai from the neij^hhourliood ol 
.loppa (.laffa) and the western front- of Alleiihy s 
army freed from mt*na<'('. 'The oeenjiiit ion ol 
.h>rk*ho on Fehiuary 21, 1918, seenn*d the 
eastei’U flank of the ainiy. 'Transport and 
supply diflieulfies reiiderc'd, howi’ver, a eon- 
timiation of opi‘rations on a. Iarjj;e seali* im 
possible foi- the time. Oeiieral Allenliy tliere 
foi'e nndertnok a raid on the lledja/. rail- 
way. with the object of aidinji: the .Xrah 
Army under th.e Sherif and Tanir T'ai^al, 
which in thii r<^j/ion .south and east of the 
Dead Sea was faced by a immerieally snp(*ri«M' 
body of 'Turks. 

'To carry tint trans*. Iordan raids it was 
neee.ssary fir.st to deny to tht* enemy the uso 
of the roads and tracks leading from .Jialea to 
Vol. XVlll.— Part 228 


ARS.IOIN lIVNDS ICRKISII .\ R M N' r> Xs'l’ O F .1 OR D \ N 

OF Damxscl’S — 'The TAiir I''\is\t,’s l''\Tin' into 


the .Ionian Valkov, and Ihii-. pr<-\enl I he 'Turks 
east of I ht' i‘i\’(‘r lieing l em lil\ )•einforee(|. On 
.NrarehS-12 opcM'ations to this rial were iinder- 
tak«*n anti I her*' was very lighting 

ast ritk* t he ,reriisalem-She**h**m and f lie .h‘ri**ho- 
Ih'isan roatls. 'I’he 'Turks w*‘re driven ha*'k, 
hut this diti not d*'har them frtan sentling 
trtiops aert)ss the .hatlan hy r*>a*ls .-till fartluT 
north. 'The 'Turks w*'r*‘ from this lime, 
March, 1918, under Ih** supiciru' command 
of tin* (it'rman general. Liman von Saiah'is. 
Hut having seenre*! a ,snl'ii*'i*'nl ly wi*!** has** 
tor aetitin .Alh'idiy. on M.nch 21 22, h)i*'ed a 
ei*)ssing of th** .h»rdan. an*l t InTcafi * 1 ' fairly 
st.rtmg ctiliimns, liiongh \\**<ik in artillery, 
pnsh*'<l on t*> Amnam, a. stat i*)n <>n the llcdja/. 
lailwjiy. *9) miles **ast. Iiy north of .h•ri*•ho in 
a straiirht fin**. Heavy i.iin eaiis*'*l *h*Iays and 
gav** tiiiH' tor tin* *'n*'n:v i*> bring up r* info'**** 
nwiils, anti though a *'ertain amount *if *l«‘ino- 
lititui wa.s (‘fleeted <*n the railway near .Amman 
ther<d*l was not a.s -nee*'s-fiil a,- had l>e*'n h*»|)*‘*l. 
h had iiev'crt heless drawn 'Turkish tr*j*)ps from 
the south to .Nmmaii and had giv*‘n th*' Ivnir 
Fai.sal the ofiport unit y of inflicting nmeh 
damagt; to the ein-my eommnniejil i*>ns with 
Medina. A seeoinl 1 1 iUis .lorflan laid was 
planned by tin* Hritish ainl an advame*5 begun 
on .\pril *9), partly in reliance on Iht* help of an 
.\rah tribe which in tin* *'nd w^iis not ahl*^ t*) 



218 THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


nrcr>®5 


'Homs 


r. 

CYPRuf 

«>»I 

3 ale m 

\ I" 


:JSE] 




X 



Sidoi 


. ;V '- 




>) 


Acrei 


. 'K^FrHjuwa^ ^ 

MjhI Ashajr a ' Sa’sa^" ^ ^ ‘y‘ ;/ V /7^/r /I /y 

' -^ElHadh- 'rr>/rpn.-,fc;.- 7 \ 

HarFeh . 

q/ 

: 0/?/7^n/ ^TcllUuhben 

.'OEiKhurcibeh lu / 

. GhHbs^hib / , . 

pEI Kuneitrah f yJ^^ab 

\ X /9 " Vuscr^ ^f<^Abch j'^Fyunamen 

f ifVflnih^-}fi'/n%)M r - n i.\y I u ^ L, KJ3^o\A/eh 

' --- «■•/ uBrofJHLobiiljauqhtP.rb) 7 

Safoir" ^ ^'1 / 


ALj^y^J \ -: MJMHsnajro sa’sa^' '‘"J 

XVrejP ^ V„ ,-i-^'EIH3dhr /^oKenakn 

^ T ■ ' '■ HarFeh/’ 

RasftlAin] 




'L/HA5TA. 


Athlitji'- 


Kaisaheh; ? El Marsh 


Arsuh 





/ / Bethsaida Nawa 

Capernaumjsv^ 

^hcihh Saad o r^o3iy(kh Miskin 
Cf'AZAL£5TA 

eraa 


TAQOR 




I r bide. ErRemte 




I . Beisan) J 

’ yPJenin GILBOA 7^^ 

''•^V ! pX; 
'^‘'‘'f^AiLVKLV rs 
fiate*.' "■'•SHF.r.UKAf. if 

iXf ”o' 


o 


'V' 


\-^^i:Jrr [ <^bidieh ' 

flW. ,' /. 

PjnlichL OU NT^';ifX/.-,</ 

^ ^oFtJjrfbr " 


fj/sr edOamiEh 
.^r: (^EsSalt 


Jrnn ps 


^Ludd\ teuasukX'^'X 

/ErRamlrh^f .>s, ' ' X; .o ' 'f 


' -tz^Kdi:' ' I r 

JERUSALEM ■••-- •■■• ■- ' 'X/X-' r 


' NlBO 


Kiadebo 


/ 3/ nrlt Miles. 


jmEW 

i/zs/va ; 



llHi c;oUNrKV BUrWKtiN .IBHUSALEM and DAMASCUS. 




THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


210 


do anything. Tho troops had to ho witlulrawn 
without acliieving thoir objoct- ; a mount i“.i 
brigado whieli was guarding a crossing of ihr. 
Jordan abovo Jorioho was (irivon baok (May 1) 
by a force of tho enemy which had crossed tho 
river the pr(‘\ious niglit, and had to abandon 
nine guns. 

At tliis peikxh to metd tho ne(*ds of tlu' 
situation in France, wliore the gn^at (Jerman 
<»tf(‘nsivi^ opeiK'd on ^hirch 21, (|(‘n(‘ral Alhaiby 
was called upon to send a veiy considerabk^ 
part of liis foi-ce to Kurope, tluar plac*os l)eing 
taken by Indian troops -largt ly untritMl bat 
talions. 'This i-taKka-ed the adoption of t\ 


ifordan weie also in flight, menaced alikt* by 
tho Ih'itish and by tlu' army of th(‘ l']mir 
Faisal. "Flu* collapsi* of th«‘ 'Furks wa»s aibsolute ; 
of a fighting foi’ce of some 1 lfl,()<H) 'Forks anal 
10,(100 (IciTUJins over SO, 000 wert^ caplurt'd 
and most of tlit* rt'uuuialt'r killetl. Damascus 
Wiis entered by British aJiid Aiab troops on 
September ,‘10 -Oct obta* 1, and tlu‘ rest of Syria 
ft‘ll without further serious opposition, t h(‘ 
campiugn praicticidly ending it h the occupa- 
tion of Aleppo on October 2(). 

(haierid .MN-nby's army — th<' FinyptiiUi 

biXpedit iona r\ t'ln’ce' ^^^ls its tafliciad title— had 



DRAGGING FOR GERMAN MINKS ON THE FALESTINK COAST. 


policy of jictivc d<*f(‘ncc ikmm'ssjii'V, and if was 
not until September tluit (dcncial Alicnby 
resumed the (»ffcnsiv<*. 'Flic chief inent of 
the summer wais tiu* complete defeait of ai 
'Furco-( Jermam aUtaieli on t he British lines on 
eith(*r side of tin* .lordam (July 14). 

It Wtis on Se|)tcmbcr IS (halt (hauMaal 
Allenlay's n(*w (‘aunpaiign opeiK'd. 'Fh<- infamtrv 
haixing i*auri«'(l by aissaiult- the taiemy piasitions 
on the (‘oaist plain, (aixadry aiiiTl aiinioun*4l cans 
swept round Isdiirul tin* 'Furks, who weie 
tpiiekly fhiown into confusion aunl b<*gaui a» 
disorderly i-etri*ait. Outllamked o?i tla* eaisl 
from tlu* air by scpiadrons of th<‘ K.A.F. aind 
the Austradiam F.O., wlio bomix'd I1 m‘ "^Furks 
si*(*king to eseaipe by flu* roaids l<*auiing («) tin* 
Jordan, the rout of th(‘ entany wais complete* 
by the night of Sept(*mber 20. A elaiy or two 
laitcr adl the Turkisli gairrisons eaist. of the 


been dividiMl inte> two maiin striking foreits, 
of whie-h om^ under Mai joi -( k'lnaad Sii- K, S. 
Bulfin haul aidvaUK't'd adong the (‘oaist to Joppai, 
fh<‘ otlu'r, uial4*r Mai jiaJ.h'neaad Sir Fhilip 
(Jiet.wode*, haul aidvauM^ed tf) J»‘i*usad4ni. Fhe* 
mount(*d tie>ops, ^’eomamry, Austradiam Light 
Horse, X(nv /a-adaunl Mountcjl Itifla-s amd 
liifliain ('ais adry \N<*r4‘ un<l<*r Mai jor -( ileniaad 
Sir 11. (’haiuvi‘l. Mai jjir -( hau iail Sir L. .). F»ols 
wais child of staifl and so remained to the close 
of tile e*ampaign. 'Fo Sir Louis Hoiss in\’aluable. 
aid ( lenerad .Allenlry bore gem-rous testimony. 
In the. di'seription of the post Jeriisadem 
operait ions ( 'het woele's force lieeaime. the X X t h 
Corps. It included the .^a.Jrd (W elsh) J)i\'ision, 
the tifMh (jjondon) Division (both distinguished 
in the figliting whiefi laegain with the, attack on 
Beerslu'bai), the 71th and 10th Divisions, 
Bulfin's force, becaunc the XXTst (\>rf)s. It 
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iuciudeci tho famoiw 52ncl (Lowland) Division 
which had walked tho whole way from Egypt 
to thci Promisotl Land, and also from Gnza to 
Joppa, tlie 54tli Division, and tho 75th 
Division. To noitfior corps did the eaptnro of 



A BRITISH CAMP IN THE JUDEAN 
HILLS. 

♦Foriisalcin nfYord any respite from figiitiiig ; 
nor to Gonta’al (’hanvc'l’s forego, of which a 
considerable section was then brigaded, dis- 
inonnttHi, with the infantry It was, indee<l, 
n«»t until soint'' ilays aftt'i* ♦JerusaltMii ha<l 
fallen that the news reacdusl sonu‘ of the 
solitary outposts in the .hidean Hills, where 
thf' weather w^as both wtM and bittc'rly eold 
and eases of frost bitt* not nneominoii. But 
tht^ monotony of their life' was soon to be' 
broken. (Jeneral AlU'iiby’s rapid advance had 
bi'onght him on the etiast to the' month e»f the' 
Nahr e'l Anja, thre'e' mile's mirth e>f Joppji, and 
on the east tei a line' in tiu* hills four mile's c'ast 
ami mirth of Jernsale'm, astriile' the* roads 
k'evding respectively tei Je'rie-ho anel Sheidit'in 
(Nablns). From the Nahr ed Anjev to the' 
tre'reisalt'in ])ositions the British line e'overeel, 
rather inse>enrely, the main Joppa-Ramleh- 
tfernsalem road. The feiroe' opposing Oe'iieral 
Allenby hael be't'n split into two isolateei parts. 
One part, that which had snlfercel most severely 
in the previous operations, had halted in the 


hills overlooking Joppa and Ramleh. The 
other part, the remains of six battered divisions, 
was stationed close to the British posts around 
Jerusalem. On the w’est the lines of this part 
of tho Turkish force extended to Suffa, from 
which place there was a gap of several miles 
between it and tho Turks by the coast. Tho 
country between tho wings of the enemy army 
was rugged and roadless, deep valleys 
.separating bare and rocky spurs. No opera- 
tions were possible here until roa<ls fit for 
wheeled transport had been made. The only 
lateral cornmimications possible for the dis- 
meinberotl sections of Djemal Pasha’s fore** 
lay JO miles to tho north. Yet in one respect 
the Turks were w^ell situated. Both disjointed 
segments jctained free communication with 
their bast* and their transport w^orked with 
sufificient smoothne.«s to enable them to be 
quickly rt'infortred from Damascus. From that 

1 


i 



PILLAR ERECTED TO COMMEMORATE 
THE CROSSING OF THE NAHR EL AUJA 
BY THE 55th BRIGADE, DECEMBER 20-21, 
1917. 

city a railway ran through Gilead, crossed the 
Jordan at the southern end of the Sea of 
Galilee, and was continued to Nazareth, where 
headquarters were situated. Going thence 
south-w’ost and passing near Samaria, the 
railway ran parallel to the coast. Thus the 
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Turkish force near Joppa had a railway service and XXIst Corps to corry out certain op(>ra- 

to its front lines. To reinforce the Turks tions designed to put eight miles between the 

about Jerusalem troops were detrained at enemy and Joppa and 10 miU^s between the 

Jeba, near Samaria, whence they marched to enemy and Jerusalem. The task entrusted to 

the front by the Shochem high road. By this the XXth Corps was accomplished with 

route General von Falkenhayn, then the complete success. Sii* Kdwai'd Bullin’s chi^'f 

<3eriiiau general in virtual command of the difticulty was the crossing the Nahr el Auja 

Turkish army in Syria, at once sent rein- an<l the ca|)ture of the high gromid at Sheikh 

forceitients, 'fiirkish and ( Jerman (and some Muaunis and Khurbet Hadrah overlooking tliat 



|,'I mcruun Colony photo. 

GENERAL ALLENBY AND STAFF AT JERUSALEM. 

Austrian gunners), towards .lerusalein. lie river. It was deciderl to c*ross tla^ Auja by 

belicvt‘cl thiit by a bold stroke the* Holy ^ ity night in rafts aial small boats, arid by ff>i*ds. 

might be recov(*red, and its reevipture was 'I'he work was entrusted l.o t la^ .')2nd ( Lowland ) 

desired by the Germans even more eagerly Division. Preparations had to be made with 

than by the Turks. great secrecy, as the l'’urks wer«* v<ay miic-h on 

Mc^anwhile the positioiL of tia* British force t hi' alert. It was impossibli^ t(» riHMumoitre 

was not nltogethiM* enxdable. It had yet to the; enemy positions by day ; one night two 

make secure the fruits of its great advance oHicers swam the river near its mouth and 

from the Beersheba-Gaza front, “ In order to criicping within the eni'iny lines asi^ertained the 

provide more effectively for the security of exact position, d(*]:>th and width of an ifii])ortant 

Jerusiilem and Jaffa,” wrote General Allenby, ford. The difliculties of the Scots wi'ro 

” it was essential that the line should be increased by heavy rains, which had turned 

advanced.” He accordingly ordereil the XXth the approach to the river into a dangerous 
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fnuH swamp (into which .soni«i imfortunatfM 
worn buried to their armpits before being 
cescMied). Witli the help, however, of a Lanca- 
•ihin? pionecM* battalion <.olerabl(‘ tracks to the 
Heleeted crossing plactis were made, anti all 
b<‘ing ready th<‘ night of f)t*cember 20 21 was 
fixed for the t?nt<*rpris<‘. On tlit^ four or five 
prect^ling nights artilkay and machine-gun 
lire w'as <lii*eet.f^d agaiiist the! ent*my at the sanu^ 
hour anti ft)r tht* saiim* lt*iigtlit>f timt\stithat t)n 
th(? night of tht‘ tiperafioii they inight think 
that t)nly tht^ usual btimbardment was in 
progress. This rust' sueeei»d(»tl, ft)r fht* enemy 


patldlod acro.-.rt with mulTled oars. A line was tower! 
hehinr!, and thi^ bein^ matle fast on rithor side of th** 
riv'^tT f!io rafts en>s.st‘<l and rccrosscd by tmulago on the 
rope in order that no distiirl>anco on the siirfatte on 
even Hindi a wild iiii^ht shonlt! eansc* an alarm. 

When the bridges of rafts had been swungand anehorod. 
Iilankets and c-irpets wiTe laid a»*ross them to tpiiet tin* 
fall of martdiinji ftad. Down by tho ford there was a 
nioroentary stoppage. .Vs the river rises and falls the 
ford shifts, anr! the high level of the water had obliti'rated 
eerfain giiiile-posts. Thr* olUe ’r eoinmandii g the leaihne 
f<allalion at once went into water up to his iie(d< to 
search for the ford and, finding it, led liis ini'n ovi'r in 
column of fours, each sect ion of fours linking arms tn 
prevent the swirling waters from carrying them out to 

SI 'a. 

Ord<‘rs w'*re that, excepting the guns and mnchin<>. 
i/nns makiriL; their nightly noiso, not a shot was to h*' 



MOSQUK OF OMAR, JERUSALEM. 


wc*ft> taken ei)mj)letely by surprise. 'The 
division cro.s.stal the Auja in t liree cofiimiis. 
'rimt <ni the Udt forded tlu* river nt*ar its 
inoiitb, at I bat point four bad dt'cp, and 
ea|>ture<l a position over two mih\s to thi* north, 
'riie centre and right columns erossetl on nd'ts 
and rushed Sludkb Muannis and Kburlnd 
lladrah at the jtoint of the bayotud, without a 
shot btdng tired. 'Three htmdred and sixteen 
'Turks, iiKdudiug two batttditiii commanders, 
aiul 10 inaeliint^ guns were cai)tiired. Mr. 
\\". 'T, Massi'V, the Prt'ss corrtvsponilent with 
the Expeditionary F'orce, thus dt'serihes tin* 
crossing : 

'The three columns got to the water's ed^it* aiul, working 
to a w’ouderful timc-tahle, the first rufllond of men wu> 


[Ofjiiial f^hotu^Kiph. 

tiretl. Jt speaks well ff>r the Scots' discipline that not .i 
single round of rifle anininuition was used liy tluaii I ill 
ilayliglit, wlien, as some k*-«‘n marksmen tell you, t liey 
had “some Ljrand ninuinu-man ])raetiee.” d’ho d'urks 
w»*re ahsoliitely siirpri-^t'd. 'I'renehes w’cro rushed, and 
the b«*K» men won with e*»l<l ste«»I. 'I’wo nfllc'crs found 
sleeping in a boat resi.sted .:nd ha<l to he killed, and two 
miles behind the river in a fmst near the sea the Low'- 
lainlers captured the wh ile garrison, none of whom had 
file smallest itlea of our approach. 

In one ]>!aee sonu* 'I’lirks btang attiwikecl wath th«* 
I'ayonet shoiU«*d an alarm, ami one of thi» crossings w'r.> 
shelled, hut its position was immediately changed, and 
the passage over lhi‘ rivm* ev>ntiniie<l unint*-i nipted. 
.At daylight all the objectives had been W'oii and tlie 
tniops wen? w'ell ilug in. 

The next day was spent in hridge-hnilding 
anti by dtisk the whole of the Divisional 
Artillery of the 52ntl Division w’as across tht* 
river, and on the 22nd the objectives assigned 
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ONE OF THE BRITISH AEROPLANES IN PALESTINE. 


to tho XXLst Corps luid boon gainod. On 
tlio right (oast) tho r)4th Division hod somo 
protty fighting in tiio orchards whicii surround 
Muicbbis (with its Jowish colony) and captured 
Enntieh, thus depriving tlio onoiny of th<* us(‘ 
uf another soctiori of the railway. On tho 
<'oast tho 52nd Division, advancing two miles 
l)cyond its given objectives, occu])ied the little 
port of Arsuf, fanH)Us as the scone, of a grc‘at 
\ictory by the (h’usaders under Itieliard (‘<eur 
dc* faon over tho army of Saladiu (Septemlwr 7, 
M91), Tn these coastal oj^erations shi]>s of th(^ 
Royal Navy under Rear-Admiral T. .Jackson, 
C.R., i^Miderotl effective help, wliile airmen 
aid(‘d tla^ ."idth l.)ivision by machine-gunning 
♦ ‘nemy (Columns at short rangt> and by dropping 
two and a half tons of bombs on rolling slock, 
transport and troops. This success of the 
XX 1st C\>rps ri*udere»l .Toppa and its haiboui' 
M‘cure, and, as (hMa*ral Allenliy wrot<*, “gained 
elbow room for tJie troo|)s <*ov(*rirjg Ludd au<l 
Ranileh and fht' main .loppa-.JcrusakMu road.’’ 
M( ireov’cr, positions had betai sec^uicil from 
wliich an advance along tla; (;oast might bo 
made when op|)ortunity arose. 

Meumwhik^ the preparations for the operations 
inte'iidctl Uj give? “elbow room” tc) tin* Rritisli 
around .Jerusalem were hindered by f fa* 
persistently wet weather, and at tJie same time 
signs that the enemy intenckMl to attack b<?gan 
to be noticed, Christmas Day ( 1 917), however, 
passed quietly, save for the usual gunfiio fn^iii 
the neighbourhood of thi? Mount of Olives 


and the hills on the Slu'chem n»ad. ServiiM's 
were held in all the chinches at .leriisalem an<l 
Rethlehem, the singing of thc^ customary 
Christmas hymns by choirs of soldiers being 
a great h'ature. For the first, time, too, the. 
strains of ‘‘Land of My Fatln*rs ” echo(*d 



l.l fnrri( ( nltmy p/ioto. 


CJENERAL ALLENBV LEAVES JERUSALEM 
ON IRJRSEBACK. 

After his formal entry on foot. 

tJirough the sfrec*ts (»f .Jerusalem in Welsh. 
'I'he next night th<? Turks attacked, before 
the advanct* planned by (General Allen by had 
dcv<*lop«‘d. 

It was at 1 Lift) p.m. on Dc<cmbcr 2fi, 1917, 
that the ’rurc<)-( Jermans launched the attairk, 
TIm* ff*rct* empkiycd was the Third Turkish 
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THRKAGHD HILLS AND A TURKISH TRKNCH NORTH OF JERUSALEM. 


C’oips, oiitirriy of frosh troops, who, 

not haviniJ: Immti in tho lU'troat from litMa.slioha 
and (jaza, had c.‘sc*aj)od its doniorali/Jn^ otfoots. 
Oik* division had coiik* dir<*(*t fiom tho (’au- 
(•asuM. d’lu* first blow vsas d(*li\'('r(‘d ai^ainst 
t ho <)Oth (l^ondon) Division, wlioso adx ancMMl 
posLs (»n (‘itfior side of the .l<*iusal«Mn-Sho(hom 
roiid W('rc* <lriv«‘n in. Ry I.IIO a. in. the m‘xt 
morning flu* division was (‘n^a^t*d along its 
w’liolo trout . '^riu* i.iondon '^l\*rrit orials wrro 
oipial to t-hoir high r(*putation. For eight and 
a. half honi*s, with scarcely a pausi* lu*twccn 
the waves i)f attack, thc'l'niks filing thcms(*l\ cs 
against the <li\ isioiTs lines; at one point only 
<lid t Ik'V snccecd in reaching the main fine of 
deft‘nee, and t ht*n wei*e at onei* dri\’(*n out hy 
flu* kx-al r«\serv(vs. 'The heax’ii'st fighting was 
foi* posst^ssion of Tell el- Kill, a eonspiiaions hill 
ovt'rloeking .h*riisalem. Against it attacks 
wc*re made hy ])iek('d bodies of (Germans and 
Turks, and were prt*ssed with gri'at hut un- 
availing gallantry, the t*nemy easualti<*s being 
se\ frt*. Mt'iinwhile the 2flth 'rurkish Uorps, 
reinforei’d from .lerii'ho, had attai'ked the 
exil'd l)i\’ision (which, besides Welsh, eontaiiu'd 
t'hi'shirt*, I b*reford. and Honu* Uoiinties troops), 
'riiest* attacks east i>f Jerusalem failcMl. One 
ineidiMit on this front is specially reeordetl 
by UiMieral Alk'uby. “A eomfiany of Middle- 
st*x troops was surrouiKltHl by 700 Turks 
supfiorted by mountain artillery. Although 
without artillery support it ofTereil a most 


gallant resistance, holding out until i*(*li(d' came 
on the morning of tlu* 2Sth." Tht'se Middli*se\ 
nu*n oeeupii'd Deir ibn Ob(*id, fiiuling shelter in 
tlu* ruins of the old monastc'ry {deir). 

As soon as tlu* attack on the tiOth Division 
IiikI developed. Sir Philip Clu'tw'odi* orilered a 
counter-attack on the (*iu*my right (west) wing, 
and this was begun at O.Jf) a.ui. on Di'ciMiibt*!* 27 
by the 74th and 10th Divisions. These 
divisions iiu'luded Irish troops and dismounteil 
yeomanry. Kor the moment th(*ir counter- 
attack dill not affect tlu* position arouiul 
Jerusak'in, where, how tw'er, there was a lull iii 
the fighting about 8 a.m. 'Phis lull continue«l 
till just bi*fore oni* o’clock, wlien the enem> 
launelied another attack “of un(*xp(*et(*il 
strength ” against the whole front. In placi - 
the Turks n*aclu‘d the main line of defence, 
but were unable to maintain their Jiold. Ai 
one point tlu* Loiuloners, after raking the 
ailvancing wavi's of the enemy with tlu*ir 
machint'-guns. sprang over th(*ir breastworks 
and met the 'Turks with the bayonet. 'The 
line was everywhere restored, and tlu* enemy 
fell back. It [irov'cd to be his final effort, fi>r 
]>y now ht* could no longer ignore the advaiu'c 
of thi* 74th and 1 0th Divisions. He wa- 
obliged to divM*rt his reser\’(*s to me«*t the 
thrc*at to his right flank, and the danger ti^ 
Jerusalem passed. The 74th and 10th DivLsions 
hail eneountert*d a stubborn resistance, while 
the character of the terrain rendeiwl all move- 
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merit slow. The rough and broken ground was 
boulder-strewn, providing excellent positions 
for machine-guns; ideal country for the de- 
laying action the enemy fought. Moreover, in 
])laces the hills rose so precipitously the 74th 
Division, having started from Beth Moron Upper, 
was crossing the Zeitun ridge — that the only way 
in which the troops could get uj) th(‘ terraecMl 
slopes ivas by men standing on each other's 
shoulders. Bidiind the front lines tla* resc'rx es, 
dragging up the guns, had a hard job ; some 4)f 
the guns dangled in the air whih* being hauh‘d. 
Xotwithstanding all diflicultics, by nightfall the 
Yeomanry and Irish had gone forw ard over tW4> 
miles, t-he 74th Division reaching the t^astia n <‘iid 
of the Zeitun ridge by Beituuia, w hich at a height 
(d‘ 2, <>70 fec^t overl(u>ks the* Sh(‘(*hem rea l. 

Following u]) his a(lvan<agt‘. Sir ICdmitnd 
Alk'iiby on December 28 ordtaed a general 
advance, and by tlu^ t'vening of the .4(Kh tlu^ 
tMiemy had been drixen back t(» a <leplh 
varying from three mik‘s on the xvt^st to six 
niil<*s on the east, xvith the result, as a War 
Oflice repoi t put it, W^* noxv hax<^ four strong 
positions b(‘.txveen the (‘laany and ,h‘rusalem 
instead of one." On the 28th th(' 74th Dix ision 
captured Beituuia, xvhic'h, as covta ing t lu' 
Shechem road, the (‘many defended with much 
4 )bstinacy ; further west th(' lOth Dixision, 


after some wonderful hill -climbing in face of 
concealed machine-gun hn\ (captured Kcfr 
Shiyan, on the north side of the Ain Arik 
x^alley. On the east the .5:ird Division extended 
its line northxvanl, thus protecting the advance 
of the Londoners (xvith xvhom x\ere some 
Australian dismounti'd tionps) in the eentn\ 
'riicse met with consideial>l(' rt'sist aiau' at Kr 
Bam the Bamah of tlu* Old TeslanaMit, a 
small toxvn t*losely associated xvith tlu* pro|)h«‘t 
Samiit*!, and to xvhich the Babylonians, after 
their capturi* »>f .lerusal<*m, brought the pioplu t 
Jt*remiah. Ph* Bam was <‘aptm*(*d, the 'rurks 
r<’tiring to Bin'll (Beeroth), tlu* Fit Taliuneh 
ri4lgt' just noi’th of it, an<l Shah Saleh, a. 
pn'cipitous hill l,(M)0 yards south 4)f liirt'h. 
At all tlu*s«* ]>lae(*s tlu* eiu*my on tlu* 21M h 
fought x\ith dett'iininat ion, hut xvas diix'(*n 
out by tlu* hot h Dixision at Shah Sjdt*h by a- 
fiiu^ charge in face of lu'axy machin(*-gun tire, 
'riiroughout these two days (December 28 29) 
the airmen gavt^ the infantry much lu'lp. 'riiey 

not tally gaiiu'd x aluahlc* aiul tinu*ly informa- 
t ion, but repeatt'diy at taekt'tl tlu* (‘lu'iny's 1 roops 
and transpoii with lu)mhs and maehin<‘-gun 
tin* from low all it udi's."* On the IlOth the 

* A few' tiriiiotireii ears WM‘re uIno iiseil. One e.ir whifli, 
nil the 27 t.h, was ahead ot the line overt nrneil, hut the 
erew got. away with tlaar gnn. aiul n* \t day ihi- ear was 
rt*eovere<l. 
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A WIRE-NETTING ROAD ACROSS THE DESERT. 


opposition had collapsod, the liritish line being 
pushed forward in the centre to Bcitan, the 
Arabic form of Bethel (the House of God), this 
biding the place wherc^ Jacob had the vision of 
the ladder joining earth to heaven, upon 
which angels ascended and descended. But 
almost every village captured had some 
i^iblical or Crusading connexion, and it was 
noted that the line now held by the British 
corresponded roughly with the northern limit 
of the Kingdom of Judah. 

In tliis fight the total enemy casualties wore 
put at between 4,000 an<l 5,000. Nearly all 
their wounded and many of their dead they 
carried away, but over 1,000 Turkish corpses 
were left on the field ; while 760 prisoma-s, 
including 39 officers, as well as 24 machine-g\nis 
w^e captured. The British casualties were 
under 1,000 all told. Among the prisoners 
taktm by the Irish troops were a number of 
Germans. They seemed amazed to find them- 
selvt^s opposed by white soldiers, and declared 
that they had been told they would only have 
to fight “ Indians and the scum of Egypt.” 

There was no further fighting of iinportaneo 
for the next six or seven w'oeks. and in tlio early 
days of January, 1918, General Allenby paid 
a visit to Cairo, where he tliseussod the difficulf ies 
of supply and transport which beset him. 
His base was still the Suez Canal, for Joppa 
and the other ports in Palestine which the 
British held, tliough useful, could not give 
great help, owing to their limited accommoda- 
tion and exposed positions. At least 90 per 
cent, of everything required had to come 
by the railway from Kantara across the Sinai 
Peninsula. The continuation of this line 
into Palestine and the reconstruction and 


adaptation of the Turkish narrow-gauge lines 
from Gaza northward took time. The work 
was taken in hand early in November, 191 7t 
but it was not until February, 1918, that through 
communication between Kantara and .Jerusalem 
was established. Equally important was the 
construction of roads in the hills of Judea 
capable of taking wheeled traffic, and the 
accumulation of stores and ammunition in 
forward areas. All this had to be done in an 
exceptionally wet season and mainly with 
imported (Egyptian) labour. The excellent 
service rendered by the ]tlgy]:>tian Labour Corps 
has been noted in a previous chapter, and its 
work in 1918 drew a well-desorvod eulogy from 
General Allenby. Even with the difficulties 
indicated overcome. General Allenby was not 
free to continue the main champaign, that is, 
the conquest of Northern Palestine and an 
advance into Syria proper, until he ha<l made 
his right flank secure. For the time that 
flank was ” in the aii-.” The Northern Army 
of the King of the Ilodjaz, under the Emir and 
Sherif Faisal, was oast of the Dead Sea, but 
Turkish forces lay between the Arabs and the 
British right wing. A Turkish ” fleet ” (motor 
launches and armofi dhows) still .sailed the 
Dead Sea, and from its shores raiding parties 
wer® sent out. The enemy likewise held the 
lower Jordan and Jericho, and was able by 
means of the Hedjaz railway to reinforce his 
troops there almost at will — not quite, because 
of the Arab raids on the line. Troops sent by 
the enemy to the lower Jordan detrained at 
Amman (Rabbath-Ammon), once a stronghold 
of the Ammonites and the Philadelphia of the 
Ptolemies, a town 30 miles in a direct line ea.st 
by north of Jericho. From this place, over 
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the plateau of Moab by Es Salt and by the 
pass at Shunet Nimrin, the Turks had built a 
metalled road, and at Ghoraniyeh the river was 
crossed by a bridge built since the beginning 
of the war. Obviously, General Allonby’s 
immediate task was to secure the right flank 
of his army by driving the enemy across the 
Jordan. This General Allenby determined 
to do. 

As has been indicated, while the Jordan 
Valley campaign was being planned only 
minor enterprises were imdertaken elsewhere. 
The air service was, however, very active, 
constantly bombing the enemy communications, 
and in January twelve enemy machines were 
brought down. Early in January Horton 
Pasha, the Governor of Jerusalem, was com- 
pelled to resign owing to ill-health ; he was 
succeeded by Mr. Ronald Stores, ('J.M.G., 
Oriental Secretary to the British Agency, ('^airo. 
Mr- Stores proved an able governor, winning 
the esteem of Moslem, Jew, and Christian alike. 
Convinced by the result of the battle of 
December 26 -30 that the Turks were no longer 
to be feared, provided by the energy of the 
Royal Engineers with a good water supply, 
connected by railway with Egypt, the citizens 
of Jerusalem began to recover from the apathy 
and despair into which they had fallen. Steps 
were taken by the British to relieve distress, 
a police force was organized and the law 
administered with indifferent justice to all. 
Facilities for trade were given and enterprising 
firms gained much profit from the troops in 
occupation ; not least from the thousands of 
soldiers who visited the Holy Places of the 
citv. The demand for tlu^ Scriptures among 


' \ 


ofTicers and men was probably unexampled in 
the history of an army ; the agent of the Bible 
Society in Jerusalem, a worthy American wlio 
had at great personal risk remained in the city 
throughout the war, sold out his wdiolo stock 
within a w'oek. As was natural, it was the 
historical books of the Bible that the troops 
mainly stiidicnl ; ofiicers holding one or other 


MR. RONALD STORRS, C M.G. 

British Governor of Jerusalem. 

of the “fenced cities” of Judah tried to 
reconstruct the campaigns of Saul and David 
against the Philistines and found the task 
difficult. 

Amonji lh« cmtpostH (wroto a corr^Hpondmit) our timn 
of waiting woa varioil by patrols at»<l raids, uo occxipa- 
tion in which tho onciny also took a hand, Hoinotinios 
with surCfWH. The British posts an» mostly on hill-to|>H 
wlioro a “fort** is built, of ^nuit stones, or the mon 
lodged in oaves, t>r in mined buildings of Orusading or 
still ourlier tiiues. Oenonilly the etmnlry is hiiPe save 
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f<ir patc hes of olive trees, hut in places the ground is 
ear|K*tecl with ercK*iisc*!-i, jonquils and other flowers whose 
nuir>c»s I don’t know, and sweet 'smelling herbs. Freun 
many of thci hill stations there is nothiii>'to bec seen save 
tiuuhlcMl hills, with deep, dark, intervening rav'ines, 
except westward, where one gc'ts a lovc'ly view of the 
MeditcTraneari, and from fieri’* we c•au make out Joppa 
iiud it^ orange grov«*s [at .loppa the price of oranges w'Us 
about TiO a shillingl. 'I’hc* howls of jaekals make* the 
nights hideous. M’he villages an* very pocjr, as are the 
]><*oplc-, though W'<*ll dispo'^ecl. Many of the ahic'-hodic'd 
i:i<‘n had hcHui carTied off by fh»* Turks h«‘fore we 
eamc‘. At Christmas it pourcsl with rain and the 
wadis were in flood. Ft lias searei^ly left. olT raining 
aiiKMs and it is hiltc^rly ecjld. Our battery keeps 
the tuuuny busy, and from his side* of the W'adi he is 
not idki. Indeed, liis shooting is too accurate^ to Im> 
plc*asant. 'rh«*y say his he^t gunners are Aiist rijiii*». 


the east and the VV^adi el Auja* on the 
north.’’ 

It was not, as far as opposition from the 
enemy was expected, a large enterprise, but 
the obstatdes offered by Nature were most 
formidable. From the hills round Jerusalem, 
many of them 2,000 or more feet high, to th<* 
Jordan, which lies 1,200 ft. below the sen level 
- a distanee of 17 miles — the tleseeiit is steep, 
but not continuous, being interrupted by series 
of ridge^s. The banks of the chief wadis are 
mostly precipitous, tributary strt^ams flow 
from every tlirectioii, and from a little west of 



[0//IC Icc/ phvtr.craf'h, 

CHANOINC; UUAKU OUTSIUK THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE. 


was hi'i'i*, and told us that he* had h«u*n hoinhiiig 

luials 4tn till* l)i*ad Siai. ft schmus strange', flying hnn- 
dreak t)f fiM't hc'low tin* lc‘Vi*l of the* sea, hut l*aWstin«* is 

a quci'T* country. 

(leiieral Alh'uby's plans iuc*luded the gaining 
of sutliciiMit t'lbow room west of the Jordan to 
allow him later tai to operati* east of the Jordan. 
M’o attain this object tiu' enemy line w'otild 
have to he driven back not only in the •Iordan 
Vallt'v itself, lait on tlie roa<l to Slu'elu'in. 
Vrepara titans for an advance northward being 
still inoomF»lt‘tc' in mid- February, (ieiu'ral 
Alleuby tlecided “ to carry out the atU aiiee 
to the Jordan as a separtUe enterfuise, !h»' 
limifs of the iid.\a!ire being tlui Jordan o?i 


flerieho the ground falls sharply in stt'e|> elifi > 
to t he sw altering miitl Hats of t lu* .Iordan Valley. 
‘‘On no preN'ious occasion," said Oeneral 
Allenby, “ had such diflieiilties of ground been 
eiieountt'ie<l," ami he tells of a battery of field 
artill(‘ry taking J(> hours to eovei* a distanee, 
as the crow Hic's, of eight miles. 

For this exi^editiou the troops einjiloyed 
wt'ie the tiOth and ."»*lr<l Divisions and the 
Australian and New /calami Mounted Division. 

♦ 'rh.*' Wadi »•! Auj.i shcniid nut !><• ('onfnundt'd with 
the Nahr cl Nnja. which enters the* M''ditcrrnnc'H»i a 
little* north of Joppa, and had alrc.*ady been crossc'd by 
flu* XXlst tk'rps. The Wadi cl Auja enters the Jordan 
eight miles north-ciist of .lerichc*. 
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Otjcutl phntoftra/'Ii. 

A COKNEH OF THK M AHKHT Pl.ACF, JERICHO. 

Prisoners beinil brought in. 


The a<lvance began on Febrvuiry 19. I'lie 
I.iondoners had previou.sly taken nv^er the liin's 
east of Jerusalem, and tlie J.‘h*d IJivision was 
now further north. 'Phe Londoners thereft»re 
were in the cen(n< and the 59rd Division on the 
left Hank. The general plan was for tlu‘ 
l-ioialoners to advanee direct to the cliffs 
ovH*rlooking Jericho, while the Australians and 
New Zpalan<l(‘rs were to strike south to N«*bi 
Mu.sa, four miles from tlu^ Dead Sea, tlieiu'e 
turning north into the Jordan V^alley. JJie 
Turks, whose force opjiosite the (iOth an<l 
oJrd Divisions numbered somt* rifles, 

h(Jd K1 Muntar, Kummon, Has cl TawiI, and 
other commanding heights, but all tlu'se hills 
w(u*<* captured on the 19th, Rummon by the 
o.‘lrd Division. A night attack was r(‘pulsed 
after shar]> fighting, and th(* advaiuM* was 
continued on the :20th. AiiotluM* hill, Jebcl 
bjkti<*f (ov^(»rlooking the road of the “ (hxxl 
Samaritan’'), was climbetl and stoi*nnul, and 
by evt'iiing tin* Londoners were only hair 
miles from tin* cliffs above .Ierich<». While 
tins direct approach to the Jordan as being 
made, the Australians and New Zealandeis, 
with the H.A.C. and J’erritorial field batten<*s 
brigaded with them, adxancing from Hcthle- 
hc‘m, hail be«*n much hamp(*red not only by tin* 
diHicultit'S of the ftrntfn, but by the (*ncmy. 
The Turks held two high hills south of Xebi 
Musa, and as on Feljruary 20 the mounted 
troops, compelled to move in single file ov(*r 
the rough tracks, came within range they w<*re 
subjected to a hea\ y machine gun fire. 'Die 
two hills were nevert lude.ss taken. Tlu* New 


Zealaml Hrigade fhtai advanced dircit on 
Nebi Musa, but. was clHM*ki*d at the Whidi 
Mukelik the position of the only crossing 
having bi'en accurati'ly n^gistiaed by th(» 
t'liemy's guns. Lat(*r in the day the Australian 
Brigade* discov(‘red a. foril ovt*r the Whnli 
Kumran, north of Nebi Musa, and crossing it 
entered the .Iordan Valley and movc*d south 
so as to cut off the 'Turks’ retreat. 'The eni*iny, 
howt*v<*r, realizerl his danger in tinu*, an<l with- 
drew his garrisfins both from Xebi .Musa and 
from .lericho, retiring to thi* Jordan briilgehcad 
at (Ihoraniyeh. At 9 a.m. on February 21 the 
New Z(*alanders and a battalion of the 
Loiidoni'i's oc(*upied Nebi .Musa which, in 
contradiction to the Bible record, is believed 
by Moslems to be the burial place of Muses, 
anil is hidd by them in much venei-at ion.* 
At 8.90 thi* same morning the Australian 
Mounted Brigadi* canteied into .lei icho ( Ta iha ), 
tla* modern and mis«‘rable villagi* occupying 
n(*ithcr tin* exact site of tlie city which .loshiia 
ra/.cd to tin* ground nor that rebuilt, in the 
time of .\hab, and outside whose walls ( Jii-isl 
restored sight t*) blind Bartinaeu^. 

In retiring from Nebi .Musa the 'Tiiiks also 
abandoiM'd Kujm <*1 Bahi*, the poit on the 
north w’i'st shores of the D<*>id Sea, setting fire 
to their stores and repair shops, scuttling sona* 
of their boats and fleeing in the others. In 
the Jordan V'alley the c‘nemy dn*w back to the 
northern bank of the Wadi el Aiija. 'The 

* III tin* .Mmv tollow injj: tin* niiiiuni .Mo.-lcni piL'riMiai,'e 
trum .jiTii'.aIrMi ti> .\<‘tn Mien aa- iiuid«* with rran‘li 
ran-iiiotiy aiai with thf runlial la‘l|> ei tlid iSritish 
ant horlt i<*'. 
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prisonerfi taken during the three days numbered 
only 14h, and thc^ enemy easualtic's were prob- 
ably not great, but it was a fine achievement, 
Hpecially U(;te worthy being the manner in which 
both the Londoners and the mounted troops 
gt>t their guns into “ impossible ” positions. 

AI)out a fortnight later Ceneral Allenby ]nit 
info e\(»cution tlu^ second part cif his plan, 
that is, he attacked witli th<i object of driving 
tiH» cauMiiy sullici<*ntly far north to render it 
dinicLilt for his troops west of the .Ionian to 
interftae with opt‘rations east of tiio river. 
Two things were neticissary : (1) to secure f lu* 

high ground north of thc5 Wadi el Anja covering 
th(^ approacla^s to the .Ionian by tlu* Roman 
road running nr)rth from Jericho to Reisan ; 
(2) t<i advance sulliciently astride the Jerusalem- 
Sheehem road “ to <lcuiy to the t'luany all 
trac^ks and roads leading to the lower Jordan 
Valley.” 'fo onlookers, General Allenby’s 
action app(^ared to bo a resumption of the main 
adviince, an atttanpt to force a way through 
the hills to Hheehem, and on this assumption 
there \vas criticism of (h^rKa’al Allenby because 
he did not striloj north along the coast ])lain. 
It is doubtful if the enemy Higher Command 
was deceived. Tt was at this tim(^ (March, 


1918) that General von Falkenhayn, who had 
failed to save or to retake either Baghdad oi 
Jerusalem, was recalled and General Liman vou 
Sanders, who had been with the Turks at Gal- 
lipoli, put in his place, and from this perio«l 
Djemal Pasha, the Vali of Syria, seems to ha\ *; 
taken no further part in the direction of military 
affaii*s. 'J'he enemy by now was fairly well dug in 
along the wdiole west- Jordan front, and he 
sec!m<Ml confident of his ability to hold his own. 

General AllcMiliy’s scJierne was for Chetw'odeV 
and Bulfin’s corps to advance, from east of 
the Sheehem road to west of the coast railwaw 
on a 26-mile front to a fiepth of seven inik's. 
in addition there w’^as a se]iarato and minor 
advance in the Jordan Valley undertaken on 
the night of Marcli 8 9 by a brigade of the 
6()th Division. In this minor operation tlm 
Londoners “ experienced some difTiciilty ” in 
crossing the Wadi el Auja in the tlark, and 
Hubsecjuontly mot with <*onsiderable opposition, 
but by J p.m. on the l)fh had occupied tlu‘ 
commanding hill of Abu Tellul, and later in 
the day by getting across the .lerieho-Beisan 
road attained their objective. In the main 
theatre the fighting was of a more art! nous 
(character. Th(» 5Jrd Division w^as on the 



THE PILGRIMAGE TO NEBI MUSA. 

Pilgrims from Hebron approachinil the Mosque FI Aksa in Jerusalem, April 26, 1918. 
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right, the 74th in tlie centre, astride the 
Jeriisalein-Shecheiii read, and the lOtli 
Division on the left. Tlu‘so divisions all 
belonged to the XXth Corps. Next to the 
lOth Division was the T.lth Divisu»n (XX 1st 
Corps), and still further west, in tlie cotist 
region, was the 54th l)i\'ision, 4''he greater 
j)art of the groiiial which now hocanie the 
scene of operations was, as usual, ruggiul and 
tliflicult. The chief feat\ires vvorc5 terraced or 
precipitous hills, cut tran.svorsely by doc'j> 
wadis, with various higher hills, all garrisoned 
by the , enen\y, dominating the few fairly 
dec<int roads and tracks. Bettor country for 
defence could not bti desired. 

Sir I’hilip (^hetwode’s corps moved to the 
assembly positions on the ixight of Mare.h 8, 
ami attacked the next morning. It found tlu' 
enemy ready and obstinate, especially in th<‘ 
region of the Shechem road. Advance along 
the road itself was impo.ssiblo as it was fully 
commanded by heights on either side. Of 
these heights Tell Asur (3,318 feel) was the. 
most conspicuous.* By the evening of the 0th 
the 53r<l Division liad e.stablished itsc'lf on 
'r(4l Asur. The Turks nuule many attempts 
to recover the hill, but in vain. The divisions 
further west made corresponding advance.s. 
All <lay on the 10th and far into the night the 
battle continued, tlu? enemy tk'fcnding each 
succc^ssive ritlge, while on the extreane west liy 
Nebi Saleh the 10th Division had to meet 
.soviiial heavy counter-attacks. Yet by the 
evening of tlie 11th, notwit hstamling the 
natural difliculties and the st-ubborn 'opposition 
of the enemy, th<j XXth Corps had attained 
the objectives set it. 

The capture of Toll Asur was the work of 
th(? Middle.sex men of the 53rd Division, 'rho 
t(»p and southern sides of the, mountain were 
scored with trenches, and the Turks had many 
machine-gun^. In face of heavy fire the 
Middk\sex troops scaled tlie height and eje<?te,d 
the enemy from the tnaiches on the st^uth, 
leaving thci crrest-line between them and the 
Turks. Both sides started bombing with hand 
grenades, but after a time the British paustnl. 
This misled the Turks, who swept over the cre.st 
towards their enemy. But met by a very hot 
fire they hes fated and finally fell back. Tins 
Mifldlesex men sprang after them, .seeijred 

•Toll Asur, tho Baal Jiazor of llio H'*brows, was th« 
MCOfiu of OTHi of thtj dramatic storic'^ in tho Old TeHtamoiit 
— the slaying of Ainnoii by order of his half-liroOuT 
Absalom, who thas scjught to a«'’cng»» his sister Tamar’s 
honour. 


the crest and held it against nil later attneks. 
Thus from the entst thi'y eonnnanded the 
Shechem roail, which here by a vt'ry rocky 
tlescent entered the Wadi el llaramiyoh- the 
Bobbers’ \ alley. But north of 'Tell Asur and 
little inferior to it in height was Idsaneh, 
erownt‘d by a mined twelfth-century easth» 



GENERAL LIMAN VON SANDERS, 
(icrraan l.eader with the Turkish 
Army. 

(hence Burj el Lisancdi — the Tower of the 
I'onguo). Hero in former tinu's a sinnll 
garrison used to be maintained to def(;nd the 
pass from brigands. lasanoli was captunul 
by the 53rd Division after a sharp tussle. 
Westward of the Shecdiem road, on the ridges 
north of the Wadis d Niiiir and K1 Jib. the 
fighting was erpially j-ex cac* : 

'rh<’ dnscMMit t)f tbn slojjt-s down to 1h«* VViidin 

«*1 Ninir and 101 .lib iui<l 1 bo iisoi-nt on t bf‘ lar mdo pio- 
Honted jjrroat rliflb-iiltioH (said (Jonornl Allc'iiby). 'I’lio 
ilowiiward slnfios worn oxoopt ionall y stc-op, ahno^'t jirn- 
cipitoiiH in pbuu*‘4. It was iinpos-iblo for oonipanioH and 
platoonH to iriovo on a widt) front. Tbo sb)pcH wem 
swept by maf*hino-K»*»i >'tlo fin*, and tb«* bottom of 
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DOl.MHN AT AMMAN. 

iIh'WjkIiv hy Hi«*. 'rh»* mm t Iu' tnr 

sti‘4>|ily N'ITjm-miI. Mi-ii h.-id ah «‘rn,i(4'ly to hoist and 
laiP rach 4 >tln r iip, nn<l«T fin*, iiiui finallx to llu* 

•iH'iny from lla* sMinmit'< in hnial-to hand i iiur. 

Ill till' tOotilills iiiul (M)tist Sffliii* Sii* Is. S. 
l>\lllin's 4M)ips NMis (Mjiuiliy surcrssfiil in its 
anl\ iiin-(*, Hio < d> jr< t ivt's Indiio nttoiiitMl 

l»y Mm-fli 12. 'Tlu* t roops (‘iijjcamnl won* niiiiiily' 
l^aist Aiioiimi, South Aiioliam and Indian. 
'I’lioy -;<*cun‘d tlio l idp* ovrrlookinj^ t hr \\ a<h 
Uallnt on 1 la* noi l h. Ihi> rl Ain (an old ( h'lisadrr 
stl•on^llold 4>n I hi' roast railwaNd, and tin* 
\ illam's of Mrjilal \'aha aiul h'l Mirr. At 
Ih'iirt l^urri, north ot' tlir W’adi Ihilhit, tlu* 

I .i/or-rdj;:rd ri'rst w as found to hr hoiiryi ondird 
Mith ‘axrs with rntranrrs on hoili sidrs. 
Itillirulty w as rxprrirnrrd hrrr, hut i*\ rut uall\^ 
a )datoon of (Jhur]<as w»>rlvrd to tl\r rrar of t hr 
ridjj:r and hrin^in^ a Lrw i^; ^un to lirar -^rrurrd 
llir surrriah'r of tin* j^arrisoii of t hr i-aNrs.* 

riii‘ Inilian t roop', \\»'rr enaUly ilMliki'd by th 
r\n‘L'-. A t«‘\\ Mi'^h*'. pivvioM 1\ altrr rnshinL; a hiP, a 
party ot liahan-' had riopt Mnp4Ti**«i\ od thri>ii^li tha 


RUINS AT AMMAN. 

In thrstMipiautions, apart troin t lir ad\ iuitagr 
irajird in thr roast srrtor, fhr htn’^hts ovrr- 
lookin^ Sinjil and thr ctoniparativrly^ low 
rountry to thr nortirrast liad falirn into 
Rritish hands, ddu* ])risonrrs takrii w’(*rr fow 
2S.‘{ in alh hut rht^ XXtli ( 'oi*ps had “ a 

linr with ^rrat natural farilitirs for tirtrnrr," 
and (h'tirid Alkaihy now (‘onsidrird hiinstdf 
frrr to c*arry out (*rrtain trans-Jordan raids, 
'riiat thr (‘iiriny susprrtt'd liis drsip^n had h(*rn 
shown in thr ahtindontni'nt of thr hridgrhrad 
at thr Jordan hy .Fri-irho. On Marrh i‘> 
till* 'Turks had withdrawn tlirir troops arross 
thr Jorihui and on thr following nii»ht Miry 
hliwv up thr liridjzr at (Ihoraniyrh. 

Sir Kdinund Allt*nhy*s ohjrrt in priirt rating 
into Kastrrn Pairstinr was to rut thr Flrdja/. 
railway at Annuan and thus aid tlir Arah 
army undrr thr Kinir Kaisal. 'Tlir iniportanrr 
which attached to thi* surrrss of thr Aral> 
anus was not ^I'lirrally apjirrriatrd in (drat 
Britain, hut was thoroughly nndrrstood ii' 
(Jrriuany and in thr Near l^ast. It wa- 
drsirahir that th«‘ .\rai>x ihrinsrKrs .-should 
take a larm* shari* in firriui; all thr Aral) laiaU 
lirld by tla* Turks. In prr\ ions chapters* I hi- 
story of thr Arah uprising and its politiral 
si^nitiranrr ha\'r hern told in -*(>iur detail, ami 
thr Tanir KaisaTs advance to thr TFrad Sea 


hrii'llv rhronirlnl. Th*’ 


forrrs wni 


thru based on Akaba ( w hirh had b(*rn rajiturrd 
in July, 1*JI7) at thr head of thr rasti'rn j»uir 

rear Inu*-'. blown up an »)lmo\iou-, ot U mh 
po-t aiul rotiinifd un-fat Is-d. 

* V.>I. XVn., (’bap-. (’(’XL\ 111. amt (’(MAT. 
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of the Red Sea, and his army had come nnder 
Sir Edmund Allenby's general control. Tiie 
Emir had had the advantage of the lielp of a 
few British and French officers, and some were 
still with him. Captain George Fdoyd, M.P. 
(VV'arwickshire Yeomanry)*, after th(‘ rt'volt 
of the (Jrand Sherif of Mecca, laul helpt'd to 
orgjinize the Hedjay. army, and he was with 
tlu^ Emir Faisal in tla? operations against the 
'rurks from Akaha. Anotlier Ihitish oflicer. 
\\ln) was with the Arabs from !U‘ar tlie begin- 
ning to th<* end of the campaign, was Colom*! 
'\\ E. Lawrence, a young Arabit* scholar frtan 
()xfo?‘d wht> tnrneil s»>ldiei‘ anti ])rt»\'tMl a great 
It'atler of men. Col. Lawi-enci*, vht) adopted 
the Arab (*ostnme, acted as Stall' oira't’r to the 
lOmir Faisal, and rt»ct*i\t‘d high honours from 
King Hussein. llt^ provt*d such a thorn in tht‘ 
side of the Turks as a raitler that they put a 
pri(‘e on his lu'ad. It was ht' uho bh'w up tin 
train in which Djemal L^asha was travelling to 
Jerusak'in in Xov'csmber, 1917. Part of tht‘ 
ImpiM'ial Camtd Cor])s under Li(*ut.-( V)l. K. \\ 
Iluxton, D.S.O., in civil life a wt^ll -known City 
man and a. dirt'ctor of Martin's Bank, jointnl 
Faisal during 191 S. At one time, too, some 
.Australian airmtMi W(‘re with the Arabs. 'Tin* 

|m Octoher, laiM, (Jjipt. Llny<i wje af)|)(niitea < 5n\'« 
ler of Jit>ial>n v. 


Emir Faisal, a man of remarkable intellectual 
gifts, a great \varrior and a great <lifiloma.t ist, 
liad accon\plished a miracle ; he had wtvn all 
the Beihiin from Mc<*ca to Damascus to his 



[I’.liittll Kr I'ryu 


CAPT. (;ec)R(;h a. li.oyd, m.p. 

Who helped to or)tani/.e the Hedja/: Army. 

.'^ide, notably Sherif Nasir, a good stra,tc*gist and 
a notabh' figiirt^ in the nort Ihm’ii lledja/,, and 
Sheikh Aiida, abu Tayi “ thii leadifig spii’it. of 
till' llowcitat and tht'^ (inest fighting man of 
the <h‘sert." Faisal’s forces nnmlxa'cd 4(),()<)9, 
but his n‘gular army, drawn from flu* Arab 



THH EMIR FAISAL AND THE FLAti OF THE HEDJAZ. 
The F'mir is tlie tall mounted figure on horseback seen in profile. 
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peasantry of Syria and Mesopotamia, was only 
a few thousands strong. This regular army 
had been formed specially to help as General 
Allenby’s right wing and to conform to orthodox 
tactics. It had its first engagement about tho 
time of the battle of Beersheba, when 

fivo hundn‘d inon with two tnoutUain and four 
machine-gun-’, holding a soloctod po«^ition on tho hoight.-^ 
round Potra, tho “ ro^c-rod city half as old as time,*’ 
h«>ld them against four Turkish infantry battalions, a 
cavalry regiment, half a mounted infa?itry regiment, 
six mountain guns, four field gun*^, and two rnachino-gun 
companies. 

This quotation is from an account written 
by a correspondent of The Tirnes who was with 
tho Arabs and shared in their campaigns. 
Writing of tho formation of this regular army 
ho says : 

'I*h(i abandon of the early days, when each man ha<l 
his camel an<l his littlo bag of fionr and his rifi<% was over. 
Tho force had to bo organized and become ri’isponsible. 
No l(»nger rnuld Peisul [Faisal] throw himself into Iho 
thickest of the doubtful fight an<l by his magn<‘tic leader- 
ship. andstill more wonderful Hriap-shool ing. t urn t he day 
in our favour. Nt) long»'r could the JSlu'rifs in glowing robes 
hurtle out in front t>f their tnon in h nidy tM\m >l charges 
and bring ha<!k spalia opima in tluar own hands. Kvcii 
our wond*Tful Arab bodyguartls — Oentral Arabia 
eamel-men — <lniKs<»d in all the colours of the rainlmw, 
only one degn‘e less gorgeous than their <ram<‘l-trivp|)ings, 
had to h<» saerifKM'd. 'Pho Sherifiim army now stood ou 
the threshold of Syria, an<l its work was hmioeforward 
with tho townsmen an<l th<' villagers — excellent people, 
but not tile salt of tho earth, os are the Arabs of the 
<lt»serfc. 

That “ tho abandon of tho oarly <lays ” had 
not quito vanishod is cloar from tho corro- 
sfiondcut’s account of FaisaPs first orforts to 
coop orat-o in tho Jordan Valloy and J^oad Sea 
op(‘ratinris : 

Feisul triefl (ln» wrote), by means fif the local tribes and 
p^'a-antry, to shares in th«^ Pritish desiienl t«> the Dead 
Sen and Jonhin Valley. Sherif Na-ir again led tlm 
hu’lorn hop<*, ami again Aiida ahii Tayi joined us. Tlmre 
catmi also sf>mo the Berni Sakhr elan from IVIoah. 
'Phe force moved about the desert eu'^t of Mann, uneasily 
for a time, ami then siuhlenly, in the first <iays of January, 
made an attack on the third railway station north ol 
Maan, eajlcd .faiif [Jauf ed Derwisli], Tho 'Purks h<*hl 
the station buildings strongly, and a eov<?ring knoll 
abov(‘ it ; but Nasir had with him a little mountain gun, 
which knock's! out the first TurkisVi gun, and so en- 
couraged tlu» H<sluin that th(?y got on their eainels and 
again repeated tla^ camel charge that had won u- tho 
fight for Akaba. Bullets have little immediate ctTcct 
on a camel that is going at 2.'5 miles an hour, and before* 
tho 'Purks could «lo anything the Arabs were ov^cr the 
trenches ami among the statirm buildings. The sur- 
vivors of the garTi-:on, some 200 in number, surrendered 
at <liscrotion. 

From Jauf Na-ir marchofl to Tafile and siiinmoned 
it to surrender. 'Pho 'I’urki.sh garrison of 100 laughed 
at us ; but Auda gallnp<*d up under their bulli*ts to the 
cast end of thi town, where thts market optais on to a 
little green place, and in his voice, which at its loudest 
carrie.s above all the tumult of a calhsl on tho 

dogs of villagers to hand over their Turks. All the Arab 
world knows Auda, and while they regard him as a most 


trying friend, love him iis a national ini>nument ; so 
without mon> ado they bUiToiiJt'red themselves and their 
Turkish garrison, 

riio ilofoat of tlio Turks in tlioir attempt 
to retake Tafilo has alrt'ady bccti told (Vol. 
XVTI., Chai)tor CCXLVlir.), but it camo near 
siioces-% “Tho flashes of tlu^ Turkish rifles 
at tho «ro-t of tho groat gorgo in whi(di Tafilo 
lies wero vory vis i bio, and f hero ousiiod a grt^it 
panic ia tho town. All tho womon si*roamod 



THE EMIK FAISAl.. 

PhotOf$raphed in London m December, 1*^18. 

witli torrt>r, and throw tlioir liousidiold goods 
anil children out of thoir liousos into tho 
stroots, througli which oaiuo plunging mouiitod 
Arabs, shoe)! ing busily at uof hingiu particular.” 

After thoir brilliaut suooossivs t-lio Arabs wore 
in good s])ints, “ ainl wo fori^saw oursolvos 
mei'ting tho British shortly at dorioho ” ; 

However, things went wrong. It, was partly the ro- 
aelion after a great elTurt , juirfly th*’ slimulus we had 
given to the 'Purks, jiartly tin* awful wj*athi*r -for just 
afU*r th<^ tunl of January the winter h uke for good, and 
wo ha<l days drenelmig rain, wIik'Ii made the li*vel 
grouml f>m» vast, mud--lirle, lai wliieh m'ithnr iiiaii m»r 
c’aTncI could pass. When tins eleared we had smiw, atifl 
snow, and snow. Tho liills rouml 'Paflle aro 5,t)t)tl ft. 
high, and r>pen on tlie (“ast. to all the wnuls tlial .Arabia 
e in send, ami ef>mlilions het-atmi impossible. Snow 

lay on the LU’onud for tliret^ wei-ks. . . . P incroase<l 
one’s misf'ry to M’e below one, in Wadi Arabah, llie level 
laud of tho Doafl S'a depres-io/i flooded with sunlight, 
and to know that down there wa- long gras-, sown with 
flowers, ami the fre^h milk ami eouifort. «»f spring in the 
destTl. 'J'he Arabs wear only a cot ton shirt Jiml a woollen 
cloak, winter ami summer, and were iilt oget her unfitted 
ftir weaf her like t bis ; very tiuniy oi them di'd ot the 

Kaisiil’s doings hud indood “ stitnulufod tho 
Turks.'’ They oonoontraf od a oonsidorablo 
force, iuoludiug a haltulioii <jf (lorinaii infantry, 
at the railway stutious nearest 'rafili? and 
advancing in March rooocupio<l Tafilo, tho Araba 
being coinpollotl in face of superior nurnhora 
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to withdraw Horno 1/) miles to the south, (o 
positions north of Shobc^k. “ The situation 
east of the Jortlan," said General Allenhy, 
“ thus prest^nted a favourabUfl o]»porf unity 
for n raiil on the enemy's eommunieations wdth 
the Hedjaz.” The raid was expected to draw 
the Turks from '^rafile and the whole Keruk 


district, and, possibly to induce the enemy to 
weaken his garrison at Ma*an, the stronghold 
Oil the border of Arabia which was the Emir 
Faisars main objective With Ma’an in Arab 
hands the Turks at Me«lina would be completely 
isolated 

T'he c*rossing of the Jordan, the first step 
in the raid on Amman. wa« made on March 21 
(1918). it was the day the Germans opened 
their great offensive on the Western front, 
an event which soon had a marked eff<*et on 
the Palestine campaign, but did not interfere 
with this first enterprise — since the times of 
the Crusades -of British troops in the Land of 
Moab. T'he force t^igagod was* composcul of 
the 60th (J^ondon) Division ; the Australian 
and New Zealaml Mounted Division (still 
popularly though not oflicially known as th<‘ 
Anzac Mount 6^1 Division) ; an Imperial C'amel 
Brigade ; a Mounted Artillery Brigacle ; a 
heavy battery and the IJght Armoured Cai‘ 
Brigade with the Camel Transport Corps to 
bring up supplies.* Near Amman the Hedjaz 
railway crosst^s a viaduct and passes through 
a tunnel. T'*h<»se were the objective's of the 
force. Viaduct and tunnel destroyed, the 
troops were to fall back to the ilordari Valley. 

* Tho ilrivors of tht* Transport (Jo p.s wrro 

K^yptian- (Ji*m*rnl Alli'iiby wroto : ‘ JJu in^ the 

opc'rations in tho hills of Jvuloa ami of Morth tho troops 
ofleti tic'periciod h)r thoir supplir.s on tho C/I .C. 'fho 
<lrivors displayed steadiness under firo and otion l«» 
duty in the face of eokl ami rain, whic*h they 1 
I'Xperienoed previ<ni'-ly." 
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The first obstacle was the Jordan itself, which 
in the spring is nnfordablo. Moreover, the 
exceptionally heavy rainfall had caused orn^ 
of those sudden floo<ls to which tlu' river is 
liable, and just at the time fixed for t he crossing 
it wjis a swollen torrent with boggy banks. Tht? 
original intention was to ta’oss at Ohoraiiiyeh, 
near the destroyed bridge, but tlie effort 
failed. Throe of the strongest swimmers 
among the Londoners tried in vain to breast 
tla^ stream, and pontoons and rafts were torn 
away by the swift flowing current. Four 
miles lower down, a little above? the ceaifha'mre 
of the? river with the Dead Sea, and at the? end 
of the Pilgrim Roacl to the Jordan, is Makha<h*t 
Tlajlah (the Ford of the Parti‘idg<*s), ami it 
was hci’o w’here the eurj*ent was somewhat 
sU)wcr - that the crossing wa-s effected. 'I'lic 
watei'logged valh?y w'as trtH'-covered on cith<*r 
side, a dense? undergrowth extending to fht; 
water’s (‘dge. In the darkness of the night 
of March 21 troops moved (piic^tly down the 
Valley of Achor to the “ford ” and sheltered 
in the und<;rgrowth. An officer and six men, 
towing a rope, succeeded in swimming across 
and then hauled ov^er some light rafts. The 
first passage was matle by 1 .20 a.m. on March 22, 
and by 7.4.1 the leading battalion was on the 
east bank. Here the ground, after a few 


[OJfictat pHofotifat'h, 

NEAR JERICHO. 

hundred j’^ards, rises in tiers, and in the scrub 
mid along tlu? tiers consulerable bo<lies of tin? 
enemy were posted. But so skilfully had the 
crossing been made that it was not until dawn 
that the Turks w(‘i'e aware of the pr(?s(*nce of 
the British. From that timi? thi? troo|)s had 
to be ferrii'd ovcm’ and a bi idge built under a 
vi*iy harassing fire. Owing t.o this fire?, and t he 
thick scrub, only a small bridge?head could be? 
formed— about *100 yards in k'ligth by 200 
in elepth. Two mountain batte?ri(?s west, of 
the .Iordan helpenl to kiM‘p down tlu? (*ncmy’s 
fire. The troops waitc?d in a fearful moist 
heat (tlu*y wcre‘ 1,200 f<?(?t 1 m?Iow' si'ji-1«?v’<*I ) 
for darkness tt) fall, wluMi if had InuMi resolved 
to wielen the* hridgeduMid. 

Soon nftor (wrote* Mr. Miishey) <l«*t<*r- 

iniiK'tl \vi*l! aiiu'«l rii.'.li wn- imut* l»y o«ir troop-* 
tliroii^li tin* thorn htishfs iinti 1 n*(‘s 1r> a (h*pth 

nf ii 1 hon^atnl t la* flank-* hi'in^ 

till lin y tormeil n hri<lj;« lii afl l.atXt yanls vvi*k-. Mi an- 
while tha •‘n^iiM'«*r'> ha«l Ihm'Ii «*on.Ht mu* 1 in u a serrl 
pontoon hritljji’, nn*lf*r I’oni-i^lcrahl** slu*ll ami rifle 
fin*, ami wi* ^v^•n ahlt*, to < ov*‘r an ontin* nionntml 
ri'Kiaiciit hy »lawn. 

(Jrtviilry [ii w Z<*Mlaml n ;:iim*nt j moving* .silantly up 
I hr left bank nnd ov«‘r th.* ililT-*, -mlih-nly nm-r^rd on tin? 
plain, ovrr whirh tiny ^:ali.>p<<l t*>wir<h (ihoraniyrh , 
I’iilinj^^ ihnvn and ( apt tiring 7t» 'I’lirk-* ami ^onir nutrhim- 
mins, and inukin;/ tin* rmany opyio^iti* Ifaihih foot it as 
hard as In* ronid. .\s f hr strriun hrrann* Ir-.- v^wift 
bridges wrn* built, and tin* ( ilioi aniy(‘h passum* ‘>f t h(3 
rivrr was as.snrrd in tw«> plarrs. 
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Anotluir oxcellorit pioco of work down south. It 
df*nid«iel to thr»^aleii tho Turks* flank at Hajiah, and 
ofTicjjrs and 45 m ui volunUierod to inako a march 
from tho Jordan's mouth strai^lit tip tho loft hank of tho 
riv This little party, jocularly called “ Socio 6 

Ai tymo Maritime,** was rowcfi across: tho IX*ad S«'a in 
th< lark and landed oast of the Jordan. Tlicy had an 
Arab K»»ido with thorn, hut ho was lost in tho darkness. 
However, the yoiiu)/ oflieor pu-^hed on and inmio his way 
towards the ford and attacked a small em'rny po>-'t, 
takinfi^ prisoners, but, tlndin^ lietween him and tho ford 
a much superior force f>f tlui <‘uoiny, he hid tho party fill 
ho could elTofJt eornmunication with the body at Hajiah. 

By 10 p.m. on tho 21}r(l thu wholo of the 
infantry of tlu? 00th Division and most of tho 
rnountofl troops wesro across tho Jordan. Yot 
much vahiahio time had boon lost, time which 
enabled tho onorny to bring np reinforcements 
to Amman. It was Oonoral Allonby’s hope 
tliat th(* encuny would do this, but not before 
ho had raidcid tho railway. Jlowt)V()r, all wont 
well at first. 'The Londonops, on March 24, 
drove the 'Furks from their positions at Shur.et 
Nirnrin, |)ositions which cov(irod tho entrance 
to th(^ pass loading to Ks Salt. One battalion 
capturotl throe guns, shooting down tlie teams 
by th(^ fire of Lewis guns. Following liard on 
the ho(4s of tho tuiomy througli thc^ pa,ss, then 
carpeted with beautiful flowers, along the 
wild and picturesque^ Wadi SJiaib, a pass 
which might euvsily have boon an impassable 
barri<*r, the OOth Division o<!CU[)i(ul (March 25) 
Eh Salt, a pleasant mountain town of 15,000 


inhabitants, with houses rising in terraces and 
abundantly supplied with water. Here were 
found, and rescued, several hundretls of 
Armenians. Here also wore discovered a 
number of German motor lorries, and among the 
prisoners wore membcr.s of the 703rd German 
Infantry Regi intuit. The progress of the 
Londoners from Es Salt to Amman, in a direct 
line little more than 12 miles, but 20 by the 
road, was painful and slow. The rain, which 
fiad ceased the day tho Jordan was cros.sod, 
began again on the 27th and continued for 
four days. The “ metalled road ” was one 
mass of deep sticky mud; it was so soft that 
it was found impossible to get field guns along 
it, and abandoned enemy motor lorries and 
cars had to be destroyed as they could not 
be hauled out of tho mud of Moab. T^ut 
by March 28 a brigade of the division reached 
the plain surrounding Amman — an oasis, strewn 
with the ruins of many once prosperous cities, 
extending two 'miles west and four miles 
north-west of the town. As soon as they 
reached tlu^ plain the Londoners went into 
action. 

Meantime the Australian and New Zealand 
Mounted Di\usion and tho Inqiorial Camel 
Brigade hatl been crossing the mountains south 
of the lin<^ of the LondoiHU's. It was anything 
but cavalry country, as the foilo\\ing extract 
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PONTOON BRIDGK OVKR THK JORDAN AT GHORANIYKH. 


from (ieneral Allenhy\s dispatcli of Sc‘pt<nrib<‘i* 
18 will show : 

"Early in tho <l<iy [Mar<*h 24] all whoolorl transport hml 
to he sent hat'k. Even so, Iho tracks Inul heeri reinler(*ii 
so slippery hy rain, which h'll continuously on tho 25th, 
that progress was slow. Fn many pkuH's horses Inwl to 
move in sin^i^le file, and had to he pulhsl or puslu'd up the 
slipp4*ry sloj)es. Naanr was reached late in t,h«^ evening 
of March 25. 'Tlwi rain coiitiniuMl to fall on Mar<*h 20. 
At 5 a.in. tlu' Xcw Zealand and Australian I5ripidcs nu?t 
at Ain cs Sir. 'I'he Australians moved on to Snw<uh*li, 
north of tho Es Salt -Amman road, capturing 170 Turks 
there. RcUh men and hoi>es were, however, too «*x- 
haiLsted hy their exertions to admit more than 
demolition jiarties sent, on t<i th<' railway. On 

March 27 the aflvanco was resnme<l. The jjjrouiul favonnwl 
the enemy, tho roc'ks and scrub on t lu^ hills alfordtn^ 
cixcellont cover t<i his riflemen. I’ln. wa<lis could only he 
crossed at a few places, and then only in single file. 

lly the evrniii^ of the ^Tth <l<MnoIitK»ii 
parties of Now ZealarKlcrs wcuo working south 
of Ainiiiaa, hut not at tho itiiportatit tunnol 
and viaduct. On fho same day tlu3 ('arnol 
Brigade, which was in tho centre, advanetid 
direct on Amman. They mot witli strong 
opi)Osition, and wtu'o chockt^fl 1,500 yards w'c^st 
of the town, while the Australians, on thr^ left, 
were heavily counter-attacked. The? Ihirkish 
garrison, alrtiady rtnnforced, numht^red 4,00<» 
rifles, and held strong positions. 

On March 28, with the arrival of tho 
doners a general attack was macki on the 
enemy f>osition. 'J'he Australians, as behm‘. 


w<3re on tho left, tho brigade of the (iOt h I )i\ ision 
was along tho Ks Salt- Amman roa<l, with the 
(%imel Brigade on its riuht. '^Fho Nt*w Zea- 
larulors attacked Bill just south of 

Aminan.* Kightiiig e,orit iiuiecl till tlu3 after- 
noon of tho 30th. Tho combat-, which w(<fit 
in favour of tho Turks, is thus devserihed hy 
GojK^ral Allenhy : 

Lit flu pruf^rc‘.ss was inivdu [on March 2Hj, 'Plin muuny 
iiiadu Kovcral uoimtcr-at tacks, cspct-.ially against thei 
Australians, who wcrc» forc:cd haerk a short distance. On 
Marc’.h 2W 'I’urkish nunfortiomeiits jirrivisl, imd the 
euunter-attaeJes wen) renewed, hut without siicmm'Hs. 
During the afterriuun tw«» Uion) hat f alif>ti.s of the fJOtli 
Division and a battery of Koval Horse Artillery arrived 
after a lon^ and iirduoiis mareh. 

'The alta^jk on Amman was reiifvved iit 2 n-.m. on 
Men'll HO. d'he Mew Zeelaiulers eaptuml a portion of 
Hill H,0Hy, hut wen* imahl>' to driv«* the enemy from the 
imrtherii and eeslc'rn ends. I'nrties of Mew Zisihind-Ts 
entered the ville^e, hut were fired on from the house^. 
Elsewhere the attaek met with only .slij.'h‘ -ueccss. 

It wjts apparent that without jL^reaier artillery support 
further attai'ks could only sueeeed at. the e«»^t of heavy 
losses. Moreover, 'rurUi.-h troops from Ji^r ed Damieh [a 
hri<ljj;e over the .lordiiu Hi miles north of the (ihoraniyeh 
cn»s int^] anil from tho north [i.r., tn*op- brought hy rail 
from the DamiLscus dinelioiij had hemm to make their 
presene.o fell at E-i Salt. Orders were therefca'e is.siied 
for a withdrawal to take place during tin* nij.dd. 'Phis 
was carried out without interni[)(ioii, after all the 
woundeil law! been evaiuiatetl. 

All tilo troops cngagctl had done well, hut 
th<3 Londoners had liad ih(3 hardc.st task and 

* In Kak'stiiie hills were known hy ilieir heij^ht in feet 
— not in metres, as in I'runcc. 
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■won tho groatOHt credit. An Australian who 
took part in the raid wrote * : 

We siiw therp [the Londoners] eoine through the mud 
to Amintin, their packs sodden from the rain, thc‘ir big 
boot'^ carrying pounds of the stiek^^ soil of Moab. Our 
Liglit Hoivtt fellows were used up when we got to Amman 
4 ind thfjr advance across tho pitilf.sf-ly bare boggy 
sltipes to th{» oonct‘alod Turkish fmsi lions wtvs dan- 
gerously laboured and shiw. Hut they had ridden to tho 
ball leground, and they went into action relatively light 
to tli‘‘ infantry. 'J’ho LoinhJiicrs had conm up by forced 
luarclu*^, extending ov'er days and night'*, acro.ss country 
un.sficakably n)Ugh and heavy. They seemed nf>t to have 
n kiek remaining. But it was no time for a rest. Straight 
off their terrible struggle in the mud they were led on 
towards the enemy position, aenes a regist^Tcd zone 
which the Turks ha<l turneil into a hell with artillery, 
inachiTie-giiii and rifle fire. We watched them go, wav’o 
after wave, now eri''.hn)uded in the smoke of the barrage, 
now r rnerging again, the thin lines still thinner, but tho 
shiw pare no slow'or and tho direct irui nnehange<l. [It 
was .snitl of the Loiuhiners that they had a hobby of 
getting lost, ami that only road they knew was that 
wliieh led to tlu* enemy.] (iallant little Londoners, the 
gr«>at wa<lis swallowed them up ns the roll r»f the ma<‘hine 
guns , . . heeame nit>re excited and sini-^ter. 

Oil tho rotroat (»f tho Briti.sh tho Turks 
fc>IIu\vi‘(l up, arid on April 1 tht* TtMrguartl was 
attaoketl by a small force, 1 1 sily btiatiui off^ 
^riiis was tho only interforouct' by tlio oiieiiiy 
with tho rotiroinout, although the Turkish 
vornmuniqu^ of April 3 a.sserte(l that “ roiiifortro- 
iiieiits which the enemy brought up iu hastt^ 
wen» caught under the very efft^ctivt^ fire of 
our artillery, and after attacks by our cavalry 
were compelhMl to tlee in disorder.” Jiy the 
(^vtuiing of April 2 the whole force, except 
Iroojts left to hold a bridgeluMid on the east 
bank, lia<l reerossed tho Jordan, liriiiging with 
thtun over 700 prisoners, including many 
(iermans, as well as hiur guns and several 
machine guns taken from the 'rurks. Willi 
them also were some thousands of Armenians 
ami I'opts from Ks Salt and other ])laces. 
A third of the townsfolk of Ks Salt are Christian, 
and the majority prefcrnvl not to stay when 
tlu' British retired. 

Kssad Bt'y, tin* Turkish commander, did 
not, however, regard the affair as ended. Ifis 
first care was to rcoccupy the key positions 
at Shunct Nimriii, wheit‘ lie placed a garrison 
of 0,000 or more men. He fu* his (lerman 
advisers next undertook a rather ambitious 
opiu*ation desigiietl to reeovtu* possession of the 
(ihoraiiiyeli crossing, and possibly Jericho. 
Oil April 1 1 simultaneous attacks wen^ made on 
the Ohoraiiiyeh hridgclicad, and, west of the 
tiordaii, on the positions covering the Jericho- 
Beisaii road. Bressud with considerable deter- 

• In tho Kia Orti Coo-ee (Juno, 19 IM), the sprightly 
ollicial magazine of the Australian and X'nv Zealaiui 
forces in Vigypt, 1‘aUvtine, ct<*. 


in illation both attacks failed with heavy loss 
to the enemy. 

West of the Jordan the enemy began about 
4 a.m. shelling Musallaheh, by the Beisan 
road, anti the line north of tho Wadi el Aiija. 
The British lines were held by the Imperial 
Camel Corps, who for two hours were subjected 
to very heavy gunfire. Tho Turks then 
advanced, but though they came on several 
times they were unable to reach the British 
positions, each successive wave being torn 
by cannon, rnachine-gun and rifle fire. Finally 
they gave up the attack, and were not pursued. 
Many dead wen*, left in front of the Camel Corps 
positions. Fast of the Jordan, where the 
bridgehead was defended by a brigade of 
Australian Light Horse, the fighting was still 
more bitter. The Australians were dismounted 
anti had dug themselves in on the mud cliffs 
and mounds parallel to the river, with machine- 
gun nests and artillery support, the whole 
position being prottH.;tod by wire The ©iiorny, 
among them numbers of Gorman infantrymen, 
again and again advanced, but, held up by a 
eoncent rated fire, failed to got within 300 yartls 
of the wire tuitanglements. Outranged by the 
heavy artillery of the British from tho west 
bank the foe was now etiught between two fires, 
anti could neither adv'anco nor rt.'tiro. Anotlier 
brigach' of Light Horse, crossing tho river farther 
south, tried a flank attack on the assailants, 
who countered by throwing out maehino-gun 
detachmetits, and lield of! tht* “ Aussies.” 
But under cover of night tho Turks retired to 
Shunet Nimrin. Throo lumdretl and sixty- 
.sevH*n Turkish and German dead lay unburied 
iu front of tho Australian lines, and many 
newly dug graves were found. The enemy 
taken prisoners mimbered 121, a figure greater 
than the total British casualties in tho action. 

The oxptMlitioii to Amman had given tho 
Fmir Faisal his opportunity, which he had 
not failed to utilize, though the capture of 
Ma'aii proved beyond liis power. Tafile was 
reoccuiiied, and on April 7 Iverak, with its 
memories of Moabites and Israelites, Crusaders, 
and Mamelukes, was seized (see Vol. XVII., 
pp. 15 -18). Thus the whole of the fertile region 
east of tho Dead Sea fell definitely into Faisal’s 
hands — the local commander being his brother, 
the Kmir Zeid. Tho main Arab force moved on 
towards ^Ta'aii. The railway was cut both 
north and south of that place, 270 Turks and 
three machine gnns being captured. On 
April 13 Senna, an eiii'iiiy post two and a half 
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miles south-west of Ma’aii, was capturoil. 
Four (lays later the Arabs raided Ma’an 
railway station and socurt'd another 100 
prisonci’s. A gallant attack was made on a 
Turkish position provided with (Minerete gun 
omplaceinents and 400 yards iiortli of the 
station, but it was too strong to bi‘. carried, 
especially as the ammunition for the Arab artil- 
lery gave out. The Arabs then retired to Senna. 
Meantime another of Faisal's columns had gon<» 
farther south and destroyed ov'^or 00 miles of tlu' 
railway in so thorough a fashion that at li^ast a 


First Mounted Division was bring roorganizod [iho fall 
to send tronps ti Fraiu f bad fomo] and hoinlonors 
wfr«' net at full > nnigth. And aftor tlif raid had s(artf<l 
tlif i nrks got t h< r cavalry atTcss the •fortlan in the dark 
—a clever perfo ■iiiaiifc -and took (he Australians by 
surprise. Tt is tli only time i»i the wln>Io (‘ainpaign in 
which wc lost gu' All (he sanu' wt‘ gave the 'rurks a 
great fright and they arc very jumpy about their railway 
to Damascus. 

(Jeneral AlltMiby originally intended to 
carry out the opt'iation iu the middle of May, 
and a ])rincipal objeet was “ to ent olT and 
destroy the enemy’s force at Shiiiud Nimrin,” 
which sin(‘t‘ thi' fight of April 11 had diligontly 



GliRMAN AND TURKISH PRISUNKRS. 


month's hard W'ork by largo gangs of labourers 
would be needed to rci>air it. From all this it is 
evid<‘nt that if the Amman raid had not iiu?t 
with the success d<‘sired, it had materially ladped 
the Arabs. And (Jeneral Alleiiby shortly 
iiftcM'wards undertook aiiotlaa* raid, a raid in 
which he hoped to recapture Ks Salt and to 
hold it until tlie Arabs could rtdieve Jus troops. 

Tliis .second j’aid into Moab faik*d to achieve 
its object, hut not through any lack of gallantry 
on the ]>art of the force engaged. 

Th^ 'Turks were nn^ro eie<‘rprir-ing nnd more stubborn 
than might have been anticipated (writes a correspon- 
dent). Then too, the affair was carried out at an 
awkward tiino and partly in reliance on help from 
an Arab tribe whicli w^as not given, though they 
woro hardly to blame. Just when the raid started the 


strengthened its defenet‘s. Ihil Slieiklis of 
the Deni Sakhr came in and said tht\v could 
h(?lp provided the advaiifc t H>k plat‘e htd'ore 
May 4, by which datt^ tlK‘ir supplies would lie 
finished, Jttnl they would In? oliligecl to disperse. 
They then gathertMl round ^ladeha, east, 

of th<^ nortlunn «Mid of tla^ D<*ad S<’a, wh(‘nee 
they could threaten the (‘ommuni(‘at ioti s 
between Shunet Nimrin and Aiiinniu by the 
track through Ain es Sir, south of the main 
road by Ks Salt. Sir K. Allenby thertd'ori' 
advanced operations by ti fortnight, and they 
began on Afiril tlU. 'I’he plan was for the (U>th 
Division (which was a brigade sliort) to advanet? 
direct to Shunet Nimrin, while mounted tr(aj[)H 
w€*nt nortli, and then turned (*ast, making 
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AUSTRALIAN MOUNTED TROOPS IN ES SALT. 


flin'ct for Vjh Salt. With Ea Salt occupied, 
and the trtu!k by Ain oa Sin exposed to the 
attack of thoB(‘ni Sakhr, the garrison at Shunet 
Nhnrin would bo iaolated. “ It would bo com- 
pollod to retreat in very difficult circumstances 
and there would bo a fair chancre of its being 
captured.” Such was tho plan. 

In the <lark hours before dawn on April 30 
tlie Londoners tdimbed out of tho Jordan 
dopi'ossion, and early in the morning captured 
tho outer works at Shunet N iinrin. 'fhe mounted 
troops, who had started about tho same time 
as the Londoners, carrietl out the first part of 
their programme according to plan, and by 
(> f).m. were in Es Salt, capturing 31 Germans 
and 317 'Furks. As they began their ride the 
Anzacs had passed the infantry columns. 

It wiw just aftor (said tho Australian writ«»r 

alrt>ady q\u»todl. Thoy woro haltod in tfioir fours, their 
ptwks \ip, wnitinp for the ordor to march cast across the 
plain to tlu' attack on Shunot Nimrin. As our horses 
walkt'd swiftly past in the darkness, rej?imcnt after 
n'l^imcnt, an<t hripido hillowiiijjj brigade, wo smothered 
and Imlf elmked them with tho fino white clay dust of 
the Valley. There was im exc'han^o of preetinps. We 
rode >»y iii sih‘nce. lint we were thinking hard, ami we 
thoufjrht that, althou^rh onr >;;alli)p n]> the plain under the 
Turkish fjnns at dawn would ho no joy ride, we were 
lucky not to ho those little (Jockney infantrymen. Amt 
a few lunirs later, as Nhorlly hcft>re tl»e ilawn we ch'ared 
our liivouac. we heard, miles away on our ri)*ht, a splutter 
of rifle fire, and then a wtM »>ut hurst of hoinhin^ and 
shafts of the sound of iua»’hine-mins. The Londoners 
liad a^ain ^ol h >nu‘ with hoinh ami hayonet. Man-hinp 
all tuKht.and with no artillery preparation, they had, with 
all their had sensi' of direction, once more found “ Jacko,’* 
and this time they had surprised him in his hlanket--. 
'rh*\v killed lit> or 70 before the Turk was fully awake, 
and hy sunrise they had sent hack aht>vt' 2.10 prisoner?.. 
And carryinvr their ^n^at packs and only tlieir le^s to ride 
npoti ! Then tlaylijjht exposetl thom» and for days they 
hutted at successive enemy popitions, flin>i;ing away 
their hrave Oockney lives so that things might Ik* made 
as easy as possible for us up at Vis Salt. 


Tho mounted troops (the Desert Moimtod 
Corps imder General Chauvel) in their ride 
north parallel to tho Jordan soon passed tho 
point whore their friends hold the opposite 
skle of tho river, and it was, therefore, necessary 
to guard the places whore the enemy might 
cross to attat^k them in flank. Precautions 
ha<l also to bo taken to guard the northern front 
whence also tho enemy might descend upon 
them. An Australian Light Horse Brigade 
was tlotailed for this duty. Two crossings 
hod to bo guarded, tho one Jisr ed Damieh, 
already mentioned, the other Umm Es Short 
(“ Mother of the East ”), between Darnioh and 
Ghoraniyoh. The brigade took up a position 
listride tho Damioh-Es Salt track, with patrols 
a little farther north along tho Wadi ez Zerka 
(the river Jabbok), which enters the Jordan 
at Damieh. A detachment was also placed 
on high gi'ound two miles north of Umm Es 
Short. 

During tho night of April 30 tho Third 
Turkish Cavalry Division and part of the 
24th Division cros.sed the Jordan at Ji.sr ed 
Damieh unpercoivod, and at 7.30 a.m. (May 1) 
attacked tho AiLstralian Brigade. The enemy 
penetrated between the left of the brigade and 
tho detachment near Umm Es Shert, and the 
whole brigade had to fall back. “ The Horse 
Artillery batteries supporting this brigade, 
ill most fUfficult and broken country, wore 
obliged to abandon nine guns, which could not 
be extricated, though the detachments and 
horses were safely withdrawn.” This bold 
enemy move, attributed in the Turkish com- 
muniqiiia to the leadership of Essad Bey, left 
the mounted troops at Es Salt with the track 





THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


243 


to XTmm Es Short as their only means of 
communication with their base, but reinforce* 
meats sent to the detached Australian Brigade 
recovered the lost ground during the day, and 
General Allenby arranged for a combined attack 
on the Nimrin position — ^by the Londoners 
in front and the mounted troops at Es Salt from 
the north-east. This attack was to be made the 
next day (May 2). What happened may be 
told in the words of Sir E. Allenby’s dispatch : 

On May 2 the mounted troops in Es Salt were attticked 
by two Turkish battalions which had arrived from 
Amman accompanied by heavy guns, tis well iw by 
cavalry from the north and troops from Jisr ed Datnieln 
Those attacks wore driven off, but the force intended to 
attack SViuiiet Nimrin from the north-east had to be 
weakened and was checked at El lleweij, five miles 
south of E-» Salt. The (iOth Division was also unable to 
make any substantial progress, in spite of determined 
efforts. 

As the assistance (jf the B*ni Sakhr tribe had not 
materialized, the Ain Ei Sir tra(5k was still open to tlio 
garrison of Shunet Nimrin. Further Turkish reinforce- 
ments were known to be on their way. It was evident 
that the Shunet Nimrin position coul<l not bo captured 
without losses which 1 was not in a position to atTord. 
In theso circumstances I ordered the mounted troops to 
withdraw from Ei Salt. 

For the second time in five weeks the British 
recrossod the .Jordan. Before leaving Es Sail 
the mounted troops destroyed the material 
they had captured, motor cars and lorries and 
29 machine guns. The Turks followed up 
closely, but wore held off without difliculty, 
and by nightfall on May 4 all the troops, save 
those loft to guard the bridgeheads, wcu*(^ west 
of the Jordan. The “ bag ” of prisoners was 
considerable — 50 oflicers and 892 other ranks, 
a good proportion being Gormans. For tlu^ 
rest of the campaign there were no mon? 
raids over the .Jordan, though the army of Uu* 
Emir Faisal, which already had with it units 
of the Camel Corps of the Egyptian Army, 
was strengtliono<l by detaxchments from the 
ImpaM’ial (^axmel Corps under Colonel Buxton 
Faisal continuetl his raxids on tho Uedjaz raiil- 
waxy, and during the summer of 1918, with the 
help of the Imperial Camel Corps, sueoeoded in 
permanently soveiing connexion between Max’ tin 
and Medina. (At Medina the Turkish garrison 
lived almost entirely on dates.) 

There had been little alteration in the posi- 
tions of the opposing forces west of tho .Jordain 
in the period of the raids to Amman and Es 
Salt. The most notable operation was on 
April 9-11, when the British line was advanceal 
in the coast sector on a 12 -mile front to » 
maximum depth of three miles. The main 
attack was by West ('Country and Indian troops 
— the fonnor captured Rafat, and Ghiirkas 


rushed El Kefr. The Turks had been rein- 
forced by a division from Mesopotamia, and 
stiffened by a battalion of German infantry. 
They resisted stoutly, and on tho evening of tho 
10th there was a strong counter-attack by a 
Turco -Gorman force near tho Wadi Lehham. 



L.^ . . 

GENERAL SIR H. CHAUVEL. 
(Commanded the Desert Mounted C^urps. 


Making their way through a grove of olive 
trees tho oncuny penetrated the British line. 
A barrage was put down, n'inforceiiients 
collected and thi^ foe driven out. Other 
attacks were n^pelhul aft(*r s}iar[) hand-to-hand 
fighting. Tho enemy left ov(‘r 800 d(vul on the 
fkdd, and sonu? Gormans were among tho 
prisomu’s tak(ui. 

Kvonts of rtonsidcM’ablo and varicMl interest 
marked this period uf comparativi^ inactivity. 
In th(^ latter half of March t.lu» l)nk(^ of Cnn- 
iiaught, Grand Masten* »>f the Knights Tfunplars 
and Grand Prkw of thc^ Fnglisli Onlcu* of St. 
.John of Jerusalem, enrm^ to thc^ I loly ( 5ty, and 
on tho 19th ludd an investiture on Mount 
Zion, presenting (J(‘neral All(*nf)y with the 
insignia of the (J.f^M.G., end a Kniglit f)f 
Grace of the Order of St. .fohn, and other 
decorations to Sir bouis Bols, Sir Philip 
Chetwode, Sir Kdward Multlri, Sir 1 hairy 
(Jiaiivel, and Sir Walter (’ampliell (Deputy 
Quartermastcr-Gtaieral) as well as medals to 
many officcjrs ami rmai. The Tjondoii Irish 
(who had played a gallant ])art in tho ojiera- 
tions which led to tla^ surrender of .Jerusalem) 
and tho Dublin Fusiluas furnished guards 
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of honour. From their housetops the people 
of Jerusalem looked on at the ceremony.* 
Two days priniously there liad been another 
eeremony. Dr. Ma<dnnes, the Anglican 
Bishop in Jerusalem, beinj^ enthroned 
at S(. Ceorge’s (’hureh, i)Utside the Damascua 
(iate. Itepn‘sc>ntativt*s of other Protestant 
f*onii»iuniti<*s, oi the (Jrec'k, Ai’mc*nian, Coptic, 
Syrian, and Abyssinian ('hurehes were present, 
as w(‘II as the (band ICalibi nn<l th<; Mufti. 
Pd^id ruUvs piev»‘nt(‘d the attendance of any 
K<>man (^itholic pn-late, but tmder British 
prot<*ction all reli^rions an<l sects worked 
in new foufid toleranee.f 

Shortly alter these eseiits the Zionist Com- 
mission, h(‘a<hMl hy Dr. \\'<'izmann, arrive*! 
(.Api'il 10), and had an oflieial and conlial 
w»*l**om**. JJu're was a J<‘wiKh public holi<lay 

♦ riw nuk<‘ vi>4iti‘d iimny parts nf th»' front niul wtiH 
with tlm troops rust of the .lontini twti <lays after the 
fir.'l j-rossiiiL? 'vai^ nnuh*. 

t For esaniple, at the ei reniony of UiinUin^' the Holy 
th(‘ (Jhiireh <»f tfi<' lh»ly S(‘pul<hre thethfek anal 
Arnu'i an inlheri'iitH haul usnailly he restratineal tro 
• loinj' ioK'nee t< ainotfier hy a lar^je body of Music 

troaaps hnl on May t, lOIH, the ceremony took place 
withoit any distnrhanee and without tho presen<*e of 
any ar »ed ;^uar<t''. 



on April 11, when on Mount Scopus^ — 
in July the foundations of a HeVtrew University 
were laid — Dr. Weizmann expressed the gratis 
tilde of tho whole of Jewry to the Britisli 
Government. Major Ormsby-Gore replied <»n 
behalf of the Government and Major James d»' 
Rothschild spoke of “ the new era of fulfilnient 
and of hope for Jewry.” An account of the 
work undertaken by the Zionist Coiiimissiott 
<loes not fall within the scope of this chaptiu*. 
but among the Jews wiue many whose gratitude ^ 
led them to fight for the freedom of Palestine. 
Jewish units, reeruitod in Kngland, in flu' 
United States, in Kgypt, and from tho Hebrew 
community at .loppa, were f*>rmed, apd in tlu* 
later phases *)f tlie campaign these “ New 
Mac*‘abeens r(‘nder(Mi good servdeo. A fully 
<‘quippe<l Zionist Medical Unit w'as also sent 
from America. Armenians, too, formed a 
hattalion, which <lid useful work. “ 1 am 
[>i**nid of tb(‘ fact,” wi-ote (Jt^neral Allenby to 
Bogus Nnbar Pasha, ” tliat your compatriots 
luive taken an active part in tho fighting.” 

^ 'fhe ” comparative inactivity ” which ensued 
after the March-April operations was not the 
free choicer of (h*neral Allenby, although the 



PRESENTATION TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF BY THE ZIONIST 
COMMISSION ON MAY 25, 1918. 

(general Allenby is seen 8tandin|( prominently near the left of the photograph. On hi* ri^ht, behindi 
the boy in white suit, stands Dr. Weizmann ; on the General’s left (the spectator’s right) 
stand Major J. de Rothschild and the chief Rabbis. 
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DINNER TIME BEHIND THE LINES. 


smniuor is not in Palestine^ the idc'al oan\- 
paignip#** season, espoeially in the deep gorge 
of the Jordan, where (he heat, is excessive, and 
(lust, flies, inalaria, and snakes arc^ eoininoii 
plagues.* It was tlie situation er(Mited hy tlu^ 
German offensive on the West(a‘n Front which 
disarranged t\u'> Gommander-in-Ghief’s plans. 
The need f(Ji* reinfoiv-einiaits for Furope was 
urgent, and Geiu'.ral Allenby stait away the 
greater part of his British infantry and a 
considerable part of his yeomanry. 'The 52iid 
Division sailed for Franco in th(^ first week of 
April ; the 74th Division left tlie following 
wet^k. Tn addition, before the end ot the 
mouth nim^ Yeomanry regiinertts, five aial a 
lialf siog<3 batteries, U*n British battali<»nK, 
jmd five machine - gun companies had be(Mi 
withdrawn from the line to be sent to Kumpe. 
In May 14 more battalions of British infantry 
sailed for France, w'hile during July and the 
first w'cek of August a furtlua* 10 British 
battalions were withdrawn. Thus while only 
two divisions, the 52nd and 74th, had b<‘.en 
sent to France as com[)let(^ units, all the? other 
British Divisions had b(H*n greatly deplet(3d. 
To replace his lost troops General Alkaiby 
received, firat, the 3rd (Lahore) Division from 
Mesopotamia ; second, Indian Cavalry llc'gi- 
m€*nts from Franco (as substitutes for tin? 

* A highly successful campaign against malaria was 
waged by the mcKlical servnecs, hut the dust was uncnri- 
quc:*ablo and the heat well nigh unemlii table. “ 'I’hci 
shade tomperaturo for months.” wrote one of the 
sufferers, *' was never below 100 and frequently rose 
to 120.” 


Womanry) ; third, Indian battali«»iis direct 
fr<»m India, 'rhese last had not- setui st'rvico 
during the war. They thus lacked the expe- 
rience of tlu‘ battalions tiuy replaced, and 
lis not enough Indian battalions were available^ 
six battalions were fornuHl by withdrawing 
a company from 24 ot the Indian battalions 
a-lrc>ady in the h\)rc.e. 'Tlui perioci ot reorganiza- 
tion was, it will be sc^cn, spi’ead ovia* four 
months, and many of tlu^ newly arrivt^l troops 
iHMpiired — and I'eccavetl — streninais training. 
The AiLstralian and Ntav Zealand mounted 
troops wert^ tht' only whiti* part of tlui a.rmy 
which was unattecte<l ; tlu^ First Mount*Ml 
Division, formerly a Yeomanry Division, was 
now a mixed British and Indian Division. 
It included inilian Lancers an<l thi^ Gloucestci*- 
shire Hussars, the H(‘rtlord, LaiuMishirts anti 
ot h<u* Y(H.>manry n*gim(aits. All t lu^ units 
named gaintMl distinction in the ativance on 
Damastais. ( J(ai(»ral Alltaiby s loree si ill 
r<Mnain(Hl cosmopolitan ; th*u*e wert^ with him 
the French and Italian dctachnaaits, t he 
British West Indies Ih^giment (which gaiiunl 
honourable intuition), Fgyj)tian infantry, South 
African Fi<4<l Artillery Batteries (undtu* (JoloncI 
S. Taylor, D.S.G.), tla^ Hong Kong-Singapom 
Artillery, thtj raavly raist^l »Jewish and Armenian 
contingents, ancl battalions of the (^vpo Corps 
men belonging to the ctoloured ptipulation of 
th(» Cap*?, who had already done excellent 
service in Fast Afri(;a. But it wax now V(*ry 
largely an Indian force. 

With the disiiatch of troops to Franco and 
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I ho noct^ssity of reorganizing his force the 
adoption of a policy of “ active defence ” 
lK‘crarni* nec(»ssary. The troops, infantry and 
cjavalry, earriod out many (Jaring rai<ls by 
day as vv(dl as ]>y night, hut bedween May and 
Septt^TTibcT them wt^rt; few actions of any 
size.* On June 8, in tliii coast stjctor, a bat- 
talion of tlu* Hlack \Vat<!h and a battalion of 



TURKISH OKI ENGHS. 


tile (Juides captured an important observat ion 
post togethei’ witli f<»»ir 4)tlieers and KM men. 
'Phe next ineideiit note, in which Irish and 
Indian t I’oops euoperal «*(l, was in tli<* <*e!itre 
along the Slu'clu'in ina<l. "Idi<' story may be 
gi\nii in (h'lieral Allenby’s own words: 

A uikI on a srnii*, cMiiiiMl out «»ii An'ju-vf 12 by 

<li«* f{«'LMnionl, Tilili Sikto, mix! 1-t fkittnlion 

lai'-t ( 1 lonjulicr-, Wii-. <ro>\!H'(l uitli • 4ini|*I«'l<' 

'I’ho obji*cli\«> Nva-i Iho < lotoiu’i*-, «*n itic Vll Hiirj- 

(lliniiiiM'li inlj_x-. noil li-w'i- -1 o1 Smjil. Tlii rnttr** is 
xoiiu' in Iohl’IIi .md lio- 2. ana yard’ Ml li'ont 

«»l’ tMir liiH-. |l wu-. liold l»\ Saa iitk'M and rixxdiino 

f'lin . 'I'Ih' ili ti iiii -- <’on-i’ii «I ol -tunn’ly hmll anc.ir’, 
|>i’ot<'«-t »'il li\ 1 hii’k \\ir«' i*nt <1 nidt 'I I M'lt t d’lu* 
to il an- HM-kN' Mild liidki n, in\4ph'inir m « lind> ol aaa Iri t. 
M'lio po itioii \\ M’ jitiMi-ki'd I'roni hoi h ll.inlv . I’lx* «iu*n\y 
AVM ’ 1 1 1 'l )n rt I . Ill- lo’ I- wi’i't' hoM\ N . and itu* 

hr«Mi«^hl h.nk 2*ia |iri-.om-i'’, inrlndini' n hatlidion 
xoiiiiumimI' I' Mild 1 a otlixci- Mini 1 .'t niMoliint'-mni (Jn-.il 
<1 m-Ii wjo how n hv mII iIm* I ido]i- Inkiinr p.irl in il 

Ihit the most notahli' mgagi’mcnt of tlic 
siimmci- w as on dul\' I t. Liman \ on Sj\inlcrs 
was w ell aw ai<‘ t hat tin- Kgyptiaii l^xpcdit lonary 
Korc<‘ had lost the greatt'r pait of its llritish 
troops; Iu‘ knew that reorganization must Im' 
a t rouble-^iane t>roeess : he had l.'iJUltl (lerman 
troops witli him, and he may ha\e sought, 
on a small sfalo. to emulate the ac'hiex oment 
of the IJermans in Lranee. At any rat«'. on 

* Ik'twiMMi th ' ''iinondi'r of ,hTn'>f\h'ni and Max 21. 
la IS. t ho ]iM'’Onor’ taki'U hy t ho ih‘iti'>h nundxTod 
2IU i»tVK or- Mud IkaSS othor i.ink-. 


the day before the last German offensive on 
the Western (or any other) front, ho made hi- 
little tiemonstration, an attack on the British 
forces on either side of the Jordan. West oi 
the river the British line formed a m"arke«t 
salient — the tfordan on the right, Musallabeh 
liill, the apex, in the centre and the slopes of 
Abu Tcdlul on the loft. 

It w^as the western side of this salient th»‘ 
enemy, at .‘l.no a.m., attacked. The attacking 
force was, as to over two-thirds, German. 

Thn onoiriy (xvroto Sir K. Allonhy) pnnetrafml botwoon 
tlu' adx'iincoil posts ami soiznd Abii "rnlliil, thus fuiltiii:^ 
o(T flu* po-.ts fiirfluT norlli at Ml Musallabeh. At 4.20 a.m. 
t ho Jst An-t nilian Ligfif Ipirso Itrigado c*ountor-al t aokod 
R.v 5 a, in. Ahn "rollnl had l)(*on rogaiiiod. ddio oiioiny, 
<lriv'on again-t onr adx'anood jinsls. which, with om* 
oxooption, ha<l hold th«*ir ground, '-ufToU'd hoavdix. Two 
huTidrod and .‘-•‘vonty-'^ix (r«*rnians, including 12 ofUoois, 
and 02 'I’lirks wore oafitiirod, in addition t<> 0 machine 
gniiv. and 42 anfotnatic riflt*.-,. (.Ino hundrod wouiidod ami 
many d«*ail won* li*ft tin Iho ground, (iroat credit is duo 
to tile Au''l ralians for thr* (piicknoss of their counti*!- 
ellaok arui for flu* dot orininal ion ihsplayoil by (ho 
garrison-, of the mlvaiiood po'.ts in holding out, although 
surrounded. 

W'liilo this figliling was in progn*ss a Turkish foroi* oi 
coioidorablo strength was obsorx’oil to bo oonoontrating 
to the east of the Jordan, ojiposite Ml lleiiii Kord, which 
is innhvay betw<*en the Ml (ihoraniy<*h bridgelioad and 
the Dead Sea. .\ eaxalry hrigade niox'od out. to eounler- 
attaek. 'raking a<lvantage of the ground, tile cavalry 
arrived within eliarging distance lud'ori* they w'ore 
ob'^t'rveil. In tin* charge thnt ensiu'd some ‘.Ml 'I'lirk^ 
were sjM*an‘d, and 01, inclmling six otUeers, in arldition 
to tour mm hine-gniis, wore eapturoil. Ft was only hy 
reaching ground iinjiMssahle for eavalry’^ t liat. the 
reiiuiinder of the 'Turks etTeeted their t'^eafie. 'The 
.Todhpnr Lancers jilnsed a di-.t i ngni -hod jiMit in thi- 
charge. 

Ignominious failiifo listd atteinlcd this attack, 
and its result t‘4msiHl much f rict ion hi't.wecn 
Gernum and J’urk, each hlaniing tlio other for 
leaving: him in the hireh. 

bi lh(' minor operation.s of the* summer of 
lUIS the Indian t foops wen* eonspienoiis. 
In till' swM'ltering lu'at of tlu' Jordan Valley, 
whii'h alfi'eti'd tliem l(‘ss t hati it. did t h<^ Veo 
maiiry, Anzaes, and 'renil oiial Artilku'y also 
s(ationi*d there, the Indian eaxidry on se\'<*ra.l 
oeea'sions snriirised and rode down einuny 
patrols and seouts, using the lanee witli good 
elYt'ct. In the hill districts, as already indi- 
cated, the Indians made themsel\*es a tei‘rer 
to llu' 'Purk. One of the most during raids 
xxa-'^ on .Fuly IJ when a party of the (Juid**s 
eiiteri'd the enemy trenches in the mhldle of 
thi* day, bringing hack 15 prisoners and a 
maeliine-gun, Tn the same month a l*a.than 
company of tlie AJrd Sikhs in a night rai<l 
killt'd or wi>nii<led stunt* H)t> '^Pnrks and brought 
in pristuiers and fxvm machine-guns. I^ut 
the eouimon task, if not the trixisd ronnd. of 
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the niori in tho troiiolios ciid not turnisli all thoy 
askc'^l. Tlioy diil not rolish sitting still for 
wooks to 1)0 fiivd at. 'riu* onciny had tlu‘ 
i*xact ran^^o of the positions, and his dail\' 
hoi n hard men ts were uiiploasaiit ly aeenrate. 
Tliis pood piimiery was attributed mainly to 
the* Austrians in the Turkish ranks. Although 
apart fix)m artill('i*y tirr and spasnicuhc air 
attac'ks the (‘iicany, with the one exception 
notinl, was not apprcssi\(\ there was little to 
indii*a1e that Jiis moi-al was markiMlly weaktaied. 
ddie ifcfxirlc whieli followed tlu' initial success of 
(Jeneral AHenliy's autumn eaitifiaipn was not 
ant ieipat i'd hy (haieral Liman \'on Samlers, 
not w it hst anilinp his suhs<'(|ueuf assert ions. 
Hut th\' a.ri*opa.net‘ of tho (Jermans towards 
tlu* d\n*ks, llu'ir (‘ompleto inditlerenee as to 
their wt‘ll hoiiip, whilii seeurinp for theinscKes 
ample rations, the host ([uaTters, an<l the best. 
trans[>ort, bri'il a spirit of hostility lM tw<‘<‘n 
Ottoman and 'reuton, au<l was oiu* (jf tlu* 
iH‘asons wdiy in tho oikI tlu* Turks suri‘endt*re«l 
by thousands ratlua* than lipht- to the last. 

ddu* (‘iKMuy was expect inp a new oi’fensi\ o 
by (Ji'iK'ral Alhaiby in tlu* autumn, and he 
had neai’ly six moiitlis in which to prepart* his 
dt‘ft‘n(*<*s. Wdion tlu* attack would lu* madt' 
was a s(*ei*(*t lit* eoukl not put‘ss, but as to 
wlu‘i*(‘, tlu^ eharaett*!* of flu^ frrntiH and tlu* 
reeortl of military liistory indicated that ii- 
would be altinp tlu* I’lain of Sharon. In this 
sector, t lu*r<*for(‘, tlu* tlefeiiet's had bi'i'u made 
part ieulai ly st ronp. Tlu* dhirks appt art'd to 
hav'o no anxi(‘t,y as to their position east of tho 
Jordan. Aiab raids of lat<* had been m.nnly 


in tlie Northern ll(*dja/., south of .Ma'an,’'^ 
and sinet* .\pril no Ih'itisli troops had left the 
nai'row emilines ot t he tlordan \ alli*y. Amman, 
Shunet Ximiin, and otlu‘i* places had, it is 
lriu‘, been ri‘peati*dly bombi'd by airnu*n 
lm[M*rial and Australian but air raids I'taild 
1)0 i‘ndui*ed, ami (*ommunieat ion bi'tween 
l)amaseus and .Ma'an was maintained. (Of 

I lu* air raids referrt*d t o oiu* of t lu* mo'^t success- 
ful was i»n Kut rani, ea^^t of t he sout li I'lul t)f t he 
Dead Si*a, on June lt‘», when <hre<*t hits w<*r«‘ 
made on a tiain full of troo])s, and »ui enemy 
shelti*rs, and the station bmldinp set on liit*.) 

0(*neral Allenb\'s plans w(*re complete in 
Aupust , althouph some tinu* hail yet to i*lapse 
beloie the orfensi\e opt*ned. Sir tulmund 
AII(*nb\' attribute*!! imu*h of the nu*rit e»f the 
preparations to his ehi<*l t»f Stall, Sir Louis 
Hols, but the inspiration and <liri*elinp i*iH*rpy 
eame from the (\anmander m ( 'hie*f himself. 
Aiul a elistinet shares in t lu* aehi»*\ enu*nl was 

* biinn'j; Vii'Mi-'l lln> I'liDit* l*'iM-nr-> InMip , iiml lln» 

I I ( I.iiiM’l ( Ii u p . ji 1 1 (iclh'ii 1 1» I Iwrii, \v rri' \ rry .n 1 1 \ •*. 

On fill* SI h ini lln' r.nlw.ix’ li.» tiiil<'-. 

-Mul li < >1 -M iM »i . !i . «*i /.«■! I, .‘{."V I ’ink • I M‘i lie ki I iri I .mil I :*a 

nml. liie.Mhrr wUh two j-'im- ami Hiirr niaihmo 
^'im . Jt r- IK >1 i‘\vni 1 hy that tha ^■l‘|)n^1 mI ihi- lanl, 
i-'-ihmI on Anen l It. w.o tin* Iii*.->1 piihln- iniiiiaini'i-iiii-nt. 
I>y till* War 1 Mtira ni Lonilon that Itnli h I mnn . 
ailina wilh 1 hr ,\rah iorri"^. hi .Inly .mil Ani.net. 
IIk* Viah- l.ulhi r soul h, imili r 1 hr liimr- Ahilnlla .mJ 
Ah, hail al-o hrrn vrry iiil r iju et up. I’lir llril|a/. 

( Jov'crinn-'ni Arrnr\ annoiinml tli.it m I hr luo inonllo 
riifimr Si plrmhrr 5 nimr I hail .'UMI Turk, hail hrrn 
klllnl or 4‘a [>l iiml, whilr 1 hr hoo(\' inihlilrii 7lM> hrrp 
• ir-tinr«l lot' Ml lima. SO rainri- iiikI C.r.a.UIUI in roiil. 
Soinrwtiat railirr (in May) l hr Minir .\h IkhI roiinilnl 
up iiinl rjiplntfil two )ar;;r ronvoy. in I o| Mnlnia. 

I on I line «'t oUilanil lUUIminrl- ii' prri i \ i I \ . 



AN ARMOURED CAR AMONG THE Hll.I.S or SAMARIA. 



21H 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 



1 1‘iili Ain,- ojjn ml phohnRnf'h 

BKITISH VKOMANKY IN SYKIA. 


ilu<‘ to lhi‘ I'jusjil, \vhos«^ army was t ho 

first to fno\’(*. It ha<l hy far tho loti^'st way 
to jzo, for tin* Aial» force that inarclicd to 
.Damasciis started frcao Akaha, which was left 
on August 111, two and a half w<‘eks h(*foi-e 
Alleid)y struck. Ihit neither Liman von 
Sanders, nor Ali N'erhi I’asha, the eommandca* 
at Ma'an, jznessed tliat t lu* Arah force th(‘n 
moving across l']d<Mii laid started to keep 
rende/A'iais with t h(' liritish at Damascus. 
It was not until tlu* Aralis reaeh«*d the nei^h- 
laairhooii of Dei'aa that their presence eaii.st'd 
any mis^ivinjz. Of their wonderful march 
llironeh the hi*art of the deceit tally those who. 
Iik»‘ (\ilonel Lawrence, took part in it eonkl 
t ell t he t roops went four days wit hont passing 
a single wateiing plaet', and that niareli was 
followed immediatidy hy another march of 
lwt» <lays to the n<*\t water supply, 

l-'rom Akaha the road tt» Dama.siais hy Ma'an, 
Amman, and Dei-’aa, N\as for the most part 
in eiaany oeiaipation, and as h'ai.saTs ohjeet 
was tt) rtaieh thi‘ Dia'aa region without attract- 
ing attention he made a wide (uittlanking 
movement through the Syrian Dest'rt. 'Phe 
scanty and had watia- on this route wouM have 
previaited the jiassage of a large numher of 
tnx'ps, hut Laisal's foi’ce was small It was, 
howt'V ta-, as ellieitMit a body as any leader etaild 
ilesire. There were about atttt iredja/. Regulars, 
eveiy man a taoved warri<)r and highly dis- 
ciplined, two armouit'il (*ars, four French 
mount ail', guns, a demolition party of :k)t;urkhas 


a.nd a didaidiment of the pjgyptian Lanu 1 
(^aps. A fi‘W Pairopean oflic’ers wit h Lolont I 
Lawri'neo as (diief of Staff vvia’c with P^u’s.il. 
As, pa.ssing (‘ast of Ma'an, Faisal turniNl dir(u;tly 
northward tin* trilx'smen Hocked to his standard, 
and his force gnwv till it was fully IO,(IOt) 
strong. 'The Sheikhs of the Ruwalla came in 
with :k(M)d horsiMiu'n ; from thi' Hauran the 
Drii.si* elansmiai, eagi'r to avengi' unnumhered 
cruelties pi'rpi'trati'd hy the hati'd Ottoman, 
joinetl th(* standai'd of a U'adiM' vvlu) promised 
tiu'in deliveraiK'i* and respi^et for their religion,* 
on(‘ who was moreover an ally of the Rritish, 
with whom the I)rust‘s had a traditional 
friendship. II is was tlu ri'fori* a foi-ee to he 
reekoni'd with when j>n Si'ptemhei' 1.“) Faisal 
established himself at rmn et Taiyihe, a lava- 
strewn valley t>f the W adi Zi‘i«li. stait h-east of 
Der'aa. b'ai.sal had kept to his time-taVile, 
and at once Ix'gan to play havme with the 
Iledjaz Railway at its most sensitive point, 
for I)t*r'aa is tla* junction of tla* hraneh liiu' 
to the Joi’dan and W'l'stern Palest int>. Ry the 
IHth the Arabs luul eom|>leteIy .severed railway 
eonununieation with Amman, the Palestine 
front, and Damascus alike —a tine achievement. 
'Phus one jiart of Oeneral Allenby's plan was 
disclosed ; the Turks liammered oil' the main 
front were not to be left an I'asy mean.s of 
retreat east wan I . 

* Th»' DniM' religion Ls a “vtM*ret faith,” vvhiehin some 
res|X‘et'j approaches 0110-1 ianit y more nearly than 
Ishen. 
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It was while Faisal's army wtis eiigaginl in 
t;ev(*ring railway eommuuicatioii betweni 
Damaseiis and Palest iiu' that (_h‘neral Allenl>v 
t)|)ened his offensive. As antieipated, tlu‘ 
piineipal blow was tlelivered in th(‘ coast 
sector, (leneral AlU'nby's |)lan was as < taring 
as it was snccessfiil. 'The (*ncmy [iositinns on 
tlu' coast ])lain W(‘n^ to b<* assaulted by the' 
infantry, and when a sutlicient gap laid been 
iiukIc (‘avaliy were to pour tiuough it, gel 
behind the main enemy forct* and cut off retreat 
northward. Fast of the .Iordan \\cri‘ the 
Arabs, l)ut they (‘ould not In* expeiUed to stem 
the '^Purks should t lies' succeed in (‘lussing 
the ris'cr in strimgth (JiaiiM-al Alleuby, theie 
for<‘, directed his right wing, stalioned betwi'en 
the Slu'chem i-oad and the .Iordan, to adsanee 
and l>Iock all roads lea«ling south-east fiom 
Samaria to tlie ri\-er. 'Po prexent tlie 'Purks 
j-etreating by the rout(' •through the \ alley of 
.lezi’et'l to th(‘ northern .Iordan fords the 
eonunander in-chit'f ri'lied on the Air Service. 
'Pla* airnuMi vvi'ri* to, and did, out (lank (he 
enemy in this diri'ction. .\s soon as possible t\ 
mounted forct^ was to follow up the airmen, 
cross the .Iordan and join (he .\rad)s near 
Der’aa. TheiKM* British and Arabs w(‘rc to 
j\dv<mc(‘ north on l)}unjiscus. 'Pheri* was 


still another factor to consider: the d'urkish 
Fourth Army statioia'd jdtmg the 11 e( Ija/. 
railway from south of Mii’an to north of Amnum. 
Against it a sepairate force (c»>mposed of 
Anzac nuMinted troojis, (he British West Indie. 
Kegiment. and i\ .lewish contingiMit) was to be 
sent. It w»is to iuhance liom t la* .hudjin jit 
(diorjiniych by the welMroddm road to 
Amman, .s<*i/e (hat plaee amd cut off the 'Pork- 
alt Mai am. Agaiinst Mai am itself pant of l*^nsa^^'^ 
army was reauly to opaaaite. 

d'he general! aittaiek opened on (he niLdit ol 
September IS. f'aist of t ht‘ .lerusa lem Shechem 
roaid British amd Indiam troops aidvaiiit'ed 
and seemed all the roaids il•ilding south-eaist 
fi<»m Sheclaan to the Jairdam. 'Phe maiin 
attack, \* Inch wais pri'cedial by ai short bombaiid 
mcnt, was laiimched at l..‘{(( ai.m. on Septernbei- 
III, the front as.saiiled extaaiding fioin Baifait, 
on (he cilg(“ of the hills of Mount hlphraim, 
across the Plain of Sharon (o the Medita'r 
I'aiKMin. 'Ph(‘ infantry. British amd Indiam 
aind French, “ maide raipid piogiess, over 
riiniiing the entiri' hostile delensiva* system 
on this frontaigi' b\ S ai.m., amd penet railing (o 
a maximum depth of (iv(‘ mih‘s before swinging 
eaistward.” .Meantime the cavailrv (British 
eaivailiy and ^’^'omamly leginnaits, Indian 
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ravalry and Aiistialiari I^ight Iforse), which 
had bcM^ii wailing tlicir opportunity, gallopect 
through tlio onorny lira's, hrokjui up for thorn 
by tho infantry, aial by inirJday had covered 
19 iniU'S', ships of tho Jloyal Navy 
giving help by shrilling tli(i (;oast i-oads. On 
tins s(?ctor th(^ progress of th(' Hiitish continued 
iinchcckrid, tuit the right wing still met with 
stiff resistaner; in tlu‘ hill country resistance 
wliich was ovr*rcoin(‘ by th(^ evi'iiing of Sr^p- 
teriilMU* 20. ddie cavalry, crossing the Plain of 
Ksdi’aclon, or Piehl of Arnmgrvidon — wh<*r(^ th<‘y 
rn(‘t with some opposition *-had swr^pt farther 
north, Indian |jancci*s and (j!Iouc(*stei*shii’e 
Yr-onairuy (*ntcring Xa/.aicth, whciu*c (Icncral 
l.iintan von Sanders had tied in hot liasto. 
Py (he next eveniiiL" the cavalry Irad rr'acherl 
th(‘ Sea of (hrIiaM' (Lake of Tilrei'ias) and had 
s(‘i/(‘d t h(* r ailway ami road cr ossings ov<‘r tlu* 
.Iordan south ol thi' lak(‘. 

Ki*om till' moment tho Hritish cavali-y got 
well to their’ rear* panic had si’ized (he 'rur’kisli 
hosts. U’ith some exceptions thi^y rro loirger 
sought ti) light but simply to esi'ape or, an 
alternative eh<»sen by a larger proportion, to 
surr’cnder. In an\ l ase escape nort hwar-ds t hey 
could not ; any movi'rnent in that dir-ection 
meant falling into (ho hamls of the u()i<juitoiiv! 


Hritish cavalry. Those of them who h i i 
fought stoutly on the front west of th. 
main .Toritsalom- Shoehorn road found thei., 
.sclve.s willy-nilly shepherded by the advanciii: 
infantry into tlio arm.s of the waiting cavali \ 
Those east of the Jerusalem road, as well 
the defeated troops in the coast sector, had hut 
one hope loft, to escape east over the Jordan 
They had not reckoned with the Air Fon-. 
Impei’ial and Austndian airmen had paralys. J 
( he enemy airmen by “ sitting ’’ over their act’d 
drome at Jenin and bombing it so effectually 
(hat not a single d’urkish — /.e., (jerrnan - 
machine v(*ntui’ed out, and now as the Turk> 
poured along the routes to tho .Jordan they were 
incessantly bombed and machine-gunned, 
till the roads were tui-nod into sharnbli*^. 
'riio occupat ion of .Jisr ed Damieh on September 
22 by a cavaihy force, completed the div^- 
comfitui’e of tliii enemy west of the Jor’ihui. 
On th(^ 2.‘lrd (he ports of Haifa and A ’k* 
wereoecupied, wit bout opfiosit kai, by Yeomanry 
and other mounted troops. 

No tirni' was lost by (Ji'neral Allenby in 
])ressing his acl vantage’. .\s soon as tho eioxs- 
ings of (,h(^ .Jordan south of the Sea of (lalil»‘<‘ 
had been si’Cui’i'd, tho Desert. MounU)d Column 
under (lener’al (Muiuvel ousheil forwar’d into the 



CAVALRY PASSING THROUGH HAIFA. 


\Ofbctol photograph. 
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\(>it> ut' /‘linli'>:r/if'h. 

KFSTING ON THK HANKS OF THF AHANA, WUFKF THH UIVF.U FN I KKS 

TIIF FI AIN OF DAMASCUS. 


nf toll<»\\in;^ thr line of (Ik N'ki - 

Mink N'alkiy. Jt Jnct with o|>j)osi(ion at lu<» 
points only, and (.ai S(‘p(<Mnl)rr 28 jtanod haiwF 
with (Ik* Uinii' l^'aisaFs forao i»i (ho nri^hhonr- 
liood of l^cr’aa. Karthor sonth (Ik* J^ritisli 
< «)lnnni from ( Jlioraniy<‘h had airrady occupirt^ 
Aioinan and was in <*on(act with (Ik* 'rnrki'^h 
foi'iM* from \Ta'an. \vhi<*li, too lat(‘, \\as srrkiny 
to c^capi*. And in yortiK'i-n (Jaliloc (Ik* Ihitish 
well* hot oil (hr hrrls of the rnrm\‘, who hrr<- 
”a(lK*n'<l somr <*oma; 4 (* and, with troops hmrird 
from Damasrns, put up a drfrncr at di.'^r 
l>“na( Vaknl)(thr Kiidijr of tlio J)an^litrrs of 
.laroh), (hr Jordan oiossin^^ south of (hr 
W'atiMs of Meroni, lra\(*rsrd }>y tin* main road 
from .h'nisalrin to Damascus — (I k* roa«l taken 
hy Saul of 'I'ar^us. d'lii.*-. crossing was foiccd 
hy a briuaik* of Australian Light- Horse on 
Srptenihri- 28, the same day which witnessed 
the jufK'tion <if ('hau\ers and luusal's <*olunins. 
I’"r<»m Jisr Henat ^'akul), the Aust ralianSj 
j-i'inforei-d, ousIkmI direct tow.uds Damascus. 
It Ix'came a l•af'^‘ as to w)ii<*h force sJiould get 
tlici-f* iiist., for Sir Henry Chaiurd ami tho 
Kmir F’aisal, in parallc-l but, distiiK't columns, 
also turiKKi tliei»* faces towai»ls Darnasc-n-. 

'I he remar kable a<*luovemeuts of Fa isaTst roops 
b<‘twi*en Sep((‘mber IH aiul 28 , together with 
a reel a d of ( a*n(‘i al Allenliy s utfeiisive, hei*r 


only brielly outlined, fall nalmall\' for (h'sciip- 
(ion wilh I Ik* succ»‘edim.’ phase (tf the cam- 
paign, t lie oeeu pat ion of 1 »e\ flit , Homs, Alepp< t, 
etc. ,\s the surrend«*i‘ of .h*rusalem was not 
the end of (General Alleniry’s (ii*s( camp>ugn m 
I’alestine, neither was Hk* ahandonment of 
Damascus by (Ik* Turks (Ik* t‘nd of his s«*<*oud 
campaign. Hut the occupation of Dama>«us, 
tla^ ol(k*st living cit\: ot tho worki thou;»h it 
retains no monument of great anli<|ui( \’ 
was oral of the most- important lainlmarks ol 
the war; it was (lie jaitwar*! and \ isihle. sign 
of Ihe downfall of 'ruike.y, w liic*h siirrriKlered . 
< ai t enns did at ed hy ( he . \ Hies, exact ly a. mont h 
after tlie Hr*itish and .\rah troops entered ( he 
«ity. 

'Phe d’urks, who ha<i aliea«l\' lost 00 , 0(10 men 
in prisoners and !}(‘»o eons, ollercd no stremioii- 
opposilion to the thron eolumns marching on 
Damascus, while on Septemher 20 (he Ith 
d’urkish Army coming from Ma'an surrendered 
at «lis<’rc(ion to tin* Ihiti h near Amman, 
anotln*!* 10,000 men hemg thus a<ldc(! to the 
total of [Kisoii'is. Still allot Iki- |0,0(r0 were 
gathere(| in at the gale-, (»i J)amaseus on 
Sopti'inher 20, h\’ w hi<-li day the ,\iisl raliaris 
from tlie. Jisr Henat ^ akiih had go< round to 
the norlli of Hk* city Dn the same f)a\*lhr* 
Desc-rt ( oiiinm wa^. immediately we.-l and (lie 
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Aral) forc»‘ at tho southern border of the city. 
Most of ih(j Gomians and Turks in Damascus, 
after a violent quarrel, in which “ satLsfactoiy 
numbej’K on both sides lost their lives,” luul 
eva<*iiated the phu*e earliei* in the* day, taking 
tile Aleppo road. During tlie night of 8e|)- 
tiMober *10 troops of the. Australian Mounte^l 
Division an<l the vanguard of tlie Kniir Faisal's 
force? both perictraUid into th(? city, and both 
(?lHiin(?d to be the tiist to ent(‘r Dainasciis, 
Both were welcornt'd by tlio I )ainnseenes. tlu^ 
vast majority of whom aro of Arab !uc<‘. The 
formal entry of the Allit'd troops was mad(‘ 
at six o’clor k in tlie morning of October I, a 
British force and a part of tho Arab army 
marching through tho stnsds. Some 7,h00Turks 
still in I )amascus. M ho had preferred captivity 
to flight, smTonder»?d and a number of British 
wounded wen* found in hospital 

Damascus was ti’eatod by (leneral All<*nby 
as wliat it was — an Arab city whicli lie, with 
Arab help, liad liberated. After the formal 
oeeupat.ion tin* i\llie<t troops wen* withdrawn, 
the administration being left in tho hands of 
the people. Fniiii a. cornwpondent of Th> 
V'/mr.s we get. tho following picture of the city 
immediately after its lilxMat ion ; 

Our ol tlu' lir't uris ot ihi* Anih .\«tniini^trntion wn-' 
1 1 ) n'slDi'f t Ilf f if< t rif iiif s^'stf m in I )anmi''f ih. 'Plii^ 

in wnrUing mtlfV l>y thf fVfning of Orlohrr 2. 
nltlion^li llu' pliint liinl lifon ftn- wfok^a nn<U r 

till' 'rtaU<. Phf tramway ''fivicc, ’.topjifil by tiu* 
iiwapahlf rnrUi-h ,\<tmini^t rat ion in lttl7. \vn'' rf.^umfit 
on Oftnlifi’ o, A lurtlifr nfff'*'»nry Hint appropriato mS 
wii" I lu* ifinoN ill, liy (lii'fft onlf r of thf Amh ('oiunuiniif r- 
in-t’liifl'. of (Ilf hron/f wrfutli w hii-li the (Jfinuin 
Mnipfi'or III IS'.IS Innl •'ffii fit to impo.xf upon llio ‘oinh 
ot t Ilf Uiiijzlit ly SiiliKlui. 

All (lironuli (Ilf iiftfrinion ol Oftolirr J jin iiniiKMi'f 
ninnhfr of si ^ht -fans -l)nts-'s, UiMtiiin. iinil pfiisjuit" 
from (Ilf tlainran iiml tlif iifiglihamriiur ilfsort — canif 
swiii’ininir into llu* fit\'. In 1 lif al(»*ino»»ii ot Sfpl»‘in 
hrr .'ta i fi tnin niiiinl liori/fil pfrsoiis liad f inlf!i\ onn-«l to 
.ft up M form of ri\il {niniini>l I'nl iani.ainl sHowimI n-voiil 
iiifiit uIhmi nf\l inoriiiim (ka sfiiior t|osi’iMi<liinl ol 
SMluilin. Slinkiy I'liaia K1 .Vyynhi. wn*. appoinifil Inaal 
ot ftif Arali A«linmis|i-.if ion ot Damascus. Thf m.ilifc 
of tlii'sf people li'd to some ilisonlfT liuring the nielli ot 
Oftoln'T- 1-2. alisoralefs made eiisier hy the pn-some <it 
slranufis win* had pnnuli\(' ideas as to (he hflia\i«Ma' 
proper when in a rieli, populous <ity whiali had just 
fallt'ii before a \ietoriains army. OonsiH|uenf ly «-arIv in 
the morning of the 2nd tin* Arab Kei^nlars turned out 
ami re.stored order. 


On October li the Emir Faisal made hi* 
ollknal entry into “ the .splendid city which ha 1 
once again pa.ssofl into the power of his race. 

A car had been placed at his dispo.sai, but the wi-.- 
Shcrif, with a strong .sense of tho historical fiino'S ,>i 
things, preferred to rnako his entry into Damascus imi( :i 
in tho same way did tho Emirs of those Arabs wh,. 
took l)aina.sciis in tho .soventoonth century, the Ainovir.. 
.Arabs who returned to it in the nirvetoeuth century, ilie 
Araniean Arabs who set up their kingdom in Damaseu- 
(luring tho fourteenth century b.c., Aretas, King ei 
Arabia, when he occupiial Dama.scas in 84 b.o., and 
Khalid Ibii VValid when he carried part of tho town h\ 
storm from its Byzantiiio garrison a.d. 034 

The fSherif, on horseback, at tended by .some twehc 
liftoen hundred of his kin.sfolk and adherents, filtered 
DamiisGiLs at full gallop and rode furiou.sly through th*- 
city to tho accornpaniTnont of a crackling /cm de join and 
>^hrill .sert'ams of victory — a method of procedure which 
undoubtiHlIy impros.scd tho inhabitants with the ri*alit\ 
of hi.s arrival far more vividly than would have ati 
orderly proees.sion of innumerable ballalions followiiiL' 
upon lh(' unimpressive passngt* of hig h pnwi*red motor- 
ears. 

Later in tho day Faisal gatbeivd round him 
llio notabk's of the eily, and in stirring u’ords 
declared bis policy imd his Aiab I’aitli. 

I miiki* iKJ distinction, he said, bet ween m«*inhcis ot 
tho Arab nation, of wluifin'er (iri'cfl or rt>ligion, I am ih 
a. broth»*r to the man who exleiah it) nu* tin- hand of 
friiaulship, but i am impartially -<.*vfrf oii tlioxo lli.iL 
roV(.)lt and disohry tht* orders of the < love riiment. I 
shidl iK*vi r bi'tray the Arabs, and 1 trust (hat (hi* Aiahie 
l.ingnagf will attain the position it desriAi’s. It \- tin* 
•nfferiiigs of (hi* Syrian nation and llu* atrocities wliieh 
t lu'y have siilh'H'd frotii the Turks wliieli liiivi' brought 
ibmit t his day. 

'Tho sword of thi* Aialis, addc'd tin* I'anir, 
could not l)e sheuflu'd until the otlu'i* regions 
held by Ibt* 'riirks were fie(‘d,aiid, in a senlei>.ei? 
'signilieant of the edaims of bis lacr, bo inidiided 
Aleppo ill “llu* Arabian eonnlry." Somi* few 
wi'cks later tlie Idmir left Syria on a sisit to 
FraiU'o and England, bis purpose being to lay 
the Arab claims befon* 1 be Boaee t ’onforenee 
Before* bo r(*aebed Europe not only bad ibo 
IFoly Land b(‘eu eompl(*tel\' liberated, bnf the 
'Turks bad Ihh‘U drivi*u from llm whole of 
Syria and bad agrei'd to surr(*nder the places 
they still lu*ld — notably Al(*diua -in tlie 
Arabic V’^ilayeds. None knew l>ette*r I ban tlx* 
Emir Faisal Ilow' gieatly <h*neral Allenby and 
bis army had i*ontiibut(Ml to Ifii- triiimpb of 
I lie .Arab i*ause. 




CHAPTER CCLXIX. 


AMERICA’S SHIPBUILDING 
CRUSADE. 


American Meriwntilk Marine I^efore the War- Tonwge Dolhled Hefoue Deuemher. H.MS 
— I'liE Ol’Tim'T for IDIS Ni'mher OF Siiii'VAHDs Im reasei) Creation of I^mer«:i;n< v ri.;:ET 
('ORVORATION KxTENT OF Sh IIMUJILDING 1‘ROGRAMME CoST I^Rn’lSIl \M) NoR\\E<.*l\\ CON- 

TRACTS — Reqcisitionino of 'Ponnage- -Training of Cnskilled Worki.rs Services of 
Li.oyd’s Beiosteji - Amerk’an Hi reac for Classification Mr. Sgiiwah as I)ire( tor ( :i:\i’r \l 
— Work OF .Mr. Pirz and Dr. IOaton - Hog Island Scheme Schmarine Ho \ p ( oruor \ tion ■ 
'The Harrimav Fahricating I’i, ant —Origin of Shu* Kaihuca pion Si eel Corpor \'i ion's 
KNTER rRTSE -Yards on Tirii: Delaware —Baltimore ani> Boston Plants B.\cii ic (‘oasp - 
Independenc e Day Launcmiings The Steei. Proiu.em New Yards in Soi riii:i{\ C\i,ikou\ia 
— S iifATTLE— W ooden Siiiimu ilding- Oc ean Ve.ssels Buii/r on the J.akes riii', Steamer 
(.'rawi. Keys — A (Bie at Ac hiea ement. 


I X an c>arlic*p c-hapIcT cU'scpibiii^ tlu* first 
ypai’ of tlici United Status at war (Cliaptur 
C('XIdV’) a liriof ac*c’oiiiit was ^i\'c*ii of 
tlicA bc^giiiniiigs of tliu great Ainc‘iic*au 
war sbipbuilcliiig c^ffort. ddiis eulerpri.se* was 
so extraordinary that it merits a spcH-ial 
description ; and the prc*seiit eliaptc*r, whicli 
opens with some striking statistics, inehides 
ac'C'ounts of tlu* metfiods by wliieh a grc*at 
shipbuilding eriisadc* was inaugurated and 
maintainc*cl at fevea* heat during most of 1918, 
and of the shi^iyards at flie various <*c‘ntres. 

The United State's was not a maritime nation, 
and Avhat she set out to do was to build a 
great mercantile marine Avithin the* spac'c^ of a 
few moiitlw. On .Inly J, l9Ui, tliere was imdc*r 
the American flag a total dc*adwc?ight tonnage? 
of 2,412,000 tons, of whicli approximate'Iy 
80 per cent, wtls e.*mployed in eoastwise? and 
Great Lake trade. Urom the beginning of 
August, 1917, when the first ve.ssels we*re 
elelive?red to the Emergency Fleet CorjjorafieAii, 
to the end of November, 1918, about 2,130,000 
tons of steel shipping were delivore?d, or more 
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llian the* teital temnage ouiumI in M.ilO, whit*, 
iiU’luding wood and coinpn^ito acsscIs, llii- 
amount e*ompl('l(Ml w'as 2,791,000 ions. In jin* 
ye*ar <uul(‘el July 1, lOIT), Ibc sliipA.irds in llie 
United StalA?s built 180,700 elcinlwi iglit. Ions 
of .'-»le*.e‘l v(\ssels of o\(‘r l,."»00 Ions dead- 
AVi'ight, wlie.?re!as in the inoiil li of May, 1918, 
the lomiage produce'el was grratei’ by 5:1,000 
tons Ilian tliat Inhli in tlu* whole ol' 1915. 

The? produeJion for .Ma\ , BBS, was the Ix jjin- 
iiing of a gi'catly iiierease*(l oulpnl, siner* new’ 
yards wliieh had heuTi built XA'ere llieai eoniiiig 
into ac'tion, and tlie? montlily output advanced 
to nmre? tlinn 300,000 tons in Oedobor, 1918. 
'riiere was a further* advanc e in .Novembe*!*. Cor 
the? elewc'u monilis e-nded XoAe inlxT, 191 S, tlu* 
total miinbeu* of vess<*Is laiilt was 495, anel tlie 
e*arrying e*apae*ity wa.s 2,795,<iOO tons. It. was 
thus edear that the total output for 1918 
would eonsidc'rahly e‘Xe;eed 3,000,000 tons 
deadwe.*ight. T’lu? Ame*rieaii authorities, on 
the basis, prc’sumably, tluit the? ships were? 
mainly designod for flic e?arriage of cargo, wcmo 
ill tlie? habit of calculating in deaelwedglit* 
253 
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ulji*reas llio 'British practice was to measure 
in gross tonnage. Without entering into n 
technical explanation of the two fonns of 
ineasiircinent, it may be assumed, for tlic 
[aesent purpose, that gross tonnage represent- 
about 00 pt*r cent, of thwl weight tonnage. 
On this ])asis .‘1,000,000 tons of deadweight 
tonnage, a total whicli was at least produced 
by the luiited States in 1018, eorrespoiuhd 
to l,80(),000 gross tons — curiously enough the 
estimate* of tlio maximum production of 
m<*rehant tonnage by tlie IJnib^d Kingdom in 
1018 made* by tlie First bonl of the Admiralty 
in March, 1018. 'I’his tigiire, for various 
r»*asons wliich were jnit forward by tlio 
autliorities, was not achieved in the I'nited 
Kingdom, ai\d the United States had the 
distiiicti<ai of (‘asily leading the world in the 
production of mereantih; tonnage. This wa> 
a truly remarkable* aehie‘\'<*ment wlu'n it i> 
jem<‘mb<‘i‘(‘d tlait the* United Statens had little 
e\p(‘ri<'nc (3 of shi])buililing, and liad to Iniilrl a 
gr<*al many iu‘W yai’ds. 

Wlaai the Uinb'd ‘Stales e'ntc'red tla* ^^aI• 
there*. w<‘i’<‘ .‘17 ste'ci s]iij)y{\rels in the* eemntiA. 
By the* sununer eif 1018 the* numix'r hael b(*e*n 
inei«*ase‘d to 72, eered the* eapae*ity of the* e>ld 
yarels hael be'e'ii iue*re*ased fre)m 1(>2 slip\\a\’'- 
te» 10,7. As ce)m])are*d with 24 we)e)elen sliip- 
yeuels in 101 ti. the'ie* we*re‘ SO twe> ye‘ars lale i. 
In all, the'ie* we*re‘ 102 shipbuileling ])lants in 
the* Unite*el 8tale*s in 1018, e)f whie*li 118 we*re‘ 
jireie tically e*ennplete*el. Vifty-thre’e* ne*w yarels 
were* eeeiistruete'el afte*r the laute'el Steite*.- 
elt*clare*el war, anel the'ie* was a total eif 810 
sli]nvay.s in the TbiiteMl State's, of which 751 we'ie* 
devoted te> mercantile tenmage for tlic Kme*i- 
ge'iiey Fle'et Cori)onitie)ii. 

During the few ye'ars t)rceeeling the Fnrope*an 
War the'ro hael l>een in piugivss a movcme'ut 
for a eoiisieh'rablc mercantile marine, but the 
war terenideel the motive for tliis ext rae)i*dinary 
eleve'le)j)me^nt e^f shipbuileling. To carry end. 
the veest ])re)grammt^ of eoustructioii the* 
Shipping Be^arel was autheirize'el hy Ae*t eit 
Parliament te) create the Emergency Ple'e't 
Ue>i'])e nation, with a capital stock of 850,000,000 
( i;it),000,000), an unelertakiiig which weis 
organized iii Ai)ril, 1017, luider the Laws eef 
the Distrie t ed' Ceilumbia. 

'I'he piugramme ])rovidcd for the building e)f 
LSati ships, iiu'hidiiig ])assenger, cargo, refi ige r- 
ateel anel oil tank vessels, of from 5,000 te> 
12,000 tons eleaelweight , with an aggregate 
eleaelwe'ight tonnage of 13,000,000 tons. Besielers 
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ihrsf' vessels, steel, wood and eonerete tugs aiul 
bargt's building for, or eontraeted for, the 
ijoveriiinent amounted to a total deadweight 
tonnage of 850,000. In addititjii to the vessels 
to bo built to the order of the thnergeney Kleel 
Corporation, thert‘ were* 245 vessels then under 
const I'uetion for Aine‘i iean and foreign eiwiu rs, 
averaging 7,000 tons eaeli and represeait ing 
1,715,000 tons. Tlie'se, whieli wi're suhst‘- 
epUMitly r<*(pusit ioiuMl by the I'niteel State's 


wt'gian owners. Oia^ oi‘ two Ihitish enviu'is 
saw the* jH>ssilality e»f se<‘uiiug tonnage in tla^ 
rniteel State's whie'h eeadel neet be' sevureel at. 
lieaiu' ; ebii'f e>f them was Mr. Allan Hughe's, 
whose e'eempjUlie's we'ie' associate'd with t)ie> 
I*. iV ().. anel it was een hi^> be'bidf t hat Mr. .lame'S 
Ksple'ii, a Ih'itish neivjil are*hiteM‘t, \i>it e'<l t be^ 
I'nite'e! State's. On the' Ibrmatiem e»f the Ministry 
of Shipping at the e'uel of lOlti Me'. IV'ple'iTs 
M'r\ie'e's we'll' re'e | lusi 1 ione'i I b\ Sir .loseph 
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< Io\'e'rmue'nt , ga\ e* a total nuiiibe'i- eef 2,101 
\e'sse*ls, exelu.si\e* of tugs and barge-s, with a 
tonnage' e)f 14,715,OOt) tons, for tlie' Mme-rge'ncy 
Ble'e't ( Verporeit iein. 'The' cost eif e*e>n»ple't ing 
the* progi'amme* in lOlS, 1010 jind 102tt was 
estimate'd at S5,000,()(M),()UU ( 1 1 ,00t),00n,(M)t») 
'The e'xpe'iieiit lire of t his vast sum w as to pre>\ ide* 
a inc'rcliant tle-i't of 25,000,()()(» tons, e*(jui\ ale'iit 
to 15, (too, 000 tons gi'eess, an«l almeist pre-ci.sdy 
the* same* figure* eis the' toted eimount ol the- 
worlel's me'rehant tonnage* lost through e 'M'I iin 
and marine* risks eluring the* weii'. It (*om|)aie (l 
with 21, (too, (too tons gross owrie*tl in the* I>riti''h 
Cmj)ir(' before' the^ war. In the* e'july month- 
of the war a tine' new stait was gi\e*n to 
Ameriean shipbuileling by Ihiti'.h iinel Xoi- 


Mae-lay, the* Shipping ( 'out rollei', anel in con- 
j.ine-tion with .Mr. AshU-y SpeerUe's, ot thei 
('unarel Line*, ceaitrae ts we re* jilae*e'd teir a. large* 
numbe*r of \e*sse*ls in the' name' of t he-i (auairel 
Conijeany, but in re-ality for t he* Ihitish (Jeive'in- 
mi'iit. liyan I*]\e‘e*ut iv e- oreler e»t .Inly II, l!tl7, 

idl the' Ste'cl ve"^scls miele'r e-oii -t I’Ui't ion of niore^ 
than 2,5(t() tons de'adwcigbl were- roi pii^it loni'd, 
.Old the* fnite'el Sleite'S ( .\ ci nnant. (hi'ie'ley 

be*e*ani<* pels'll I ot ! 15 '•hips in \ a rieeiis st age*s 
of e-onst rue-t ion. le pri'se nt mg 2,‘.).57.(t(t(t tons. 
'I'he*.-e* ships ai-e-ountcd for tin- gre-at majority 
ol the' ele'li\erie'' to ill*' I'lli icigi'ia-y l*'le-e't. 
Corporation until tli'- ■'Uinnie'r of I!)IS. 'I’li • 
buiMejr'i througlieaU tiie* e e>untry tre‘(*ly ae*kne)W - 
Icdge-d the* gre'al a -^-I'-t anci' and i'nce>urjige*me'nf. 

220 2 
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GHOUP AT THE DRIVING OP THE HIRST RIVET IN THE KEEL OF A 10,000-TON 
OIL TANKER AT THE MOORE YARD, CALIFORNIA. 

The rivet was driven by Mr. Schwab, who can be seen in the centre of the photograph with Mr. Piez 
and Mr. George W. Dickie, the Emergency Fleet District Representative. 


thoy had rcocivt'd from (lu*s(‘ qontracts, and 
spoko in ^nilifyin^ torms of Ihc’ way in whicli 
thn bu«inosH had Ikhmi placod. 

Thronjj;hont 1917 and 191 S tiu* American 
firms won' lepealt'dly nr^i'd by British 
statosmcMi to build tonnafrc to n'placo that 
which was bcin^ destroyed by (*nemy action. 
In tlu' spring and sumnu'r of 1917 the crisis 
at sea was acute, and tlu* efforts which tlu* 
American peo])Ie were making were extremely 
<*ncouraging to the Allies, while the t*flect 
on tlu* moral of tlu* enemy peoples of 
the accounts of what the Tnited Stat(*s was 
accoin])lishing must have been serious. Mr. 
Balfour's Mission in the spring of 1917 asked 
for the construction of (i,t)()(),t)()t) tons dead- 
weight by the end of 1918, a total which it 
later became ck*ar was impracticable of achieve- 
ment. There were <lelays and discussions in 
the early days during which agood deal of time 
was spent, aiul these clirti<*ultii*s culminated 
in .fuly, 1917, in tlu* dismis.sal of the two nu‘n 
who were then responsible for the shipbuilding 
programme. Mr. halward X. Flnrley was now 
appoint enl Chairman of the Shipping Board, 
and a fresh beginning made. To those who 
knew the enormous amount of spade w«)rk 


w'I’.ich had to h(* done*, the ^^■onder at the c^nd of 
1918 was not that tlu* original |)rogramme 
failed to lx* rcali/.c'd, but that it was 
possible to build half the* amount. Yards 
were const lucted out of inorasst*^*, sli])ways 
had to b(* built, machineiy had to lu* 
supplied by firms which had never undertaken 
such woik befoiH*, sti*i*l mills had to be adapted 
to the rolling of shij) |)latt*s, stationary engine 
works to the building of marine engines, and 
new engim* anrl boiler simps built, and last, 
but not least, men had to be taught the i-udi- 
ments of shipbuilding. 

On duly 1, 1917, tlu*i-e wi‘re not (piite 4.‘),(>0(> 
men in the shipyards of the country ; within a 
year the number had be(*n raised t<» .*1()(),000, 
while there wen* 2.’)(),999 men engaged in the 
allied trades. Tlu* vast increment was com- 
posed of men who knew nothing of shipbuilding, 
aiul their training, facilitated tho\igh it was 
by the use of the most modern labour-saving 
devi* cs and pneumatic tools, was oiu* of the 
tine outstanding features of the shipbuilding 
effoit. The course ailopted was to train 
skilled mechanics to learn shipbuilding in order 
that they might become instructoi*s to tlie 
** green hands ” at the training schools in.sti- 
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tilted at all the important shipyards. The 
>\holo achievement of building the new yai*ds 
and protlucing so large an amount of tonnage 
witliin so short a space of time was only made 
possible Vjy inaugurating a great crusade in 
which the whole nation was inspin'd to taki‘ 
a ja^rsonal and direct inti‘i«'st in the grc'at 
und(M*taking. This crusadi' received much c>f 
its driving force from tlie t'Uxpuncc of Mr. 
Kdwnrd N. Hurley, the (’liairmaii of the 
Shipping Board, and the vigour witlj hi<‘h it 
was maintained was much increased when, 
through the insti*uinentality of .Mr. HurUw 
and at the direct re(iU(‘st of PresidiMit Wilson, 
Mr. Charles Schwab Ix'cana*. in tht^ spring 
of 1918, the Director-th'iieral of tlu l^anergency 
Klec't ( Corporation. 

In allotting credit for what is accomplisluMl 
in a great und(*rtaking it is l asy to overlook 
the services of many who contributtwl to its 
success. All interest(‘d in American ship- 
buikling wouhl wish the assistanct' givc'ii by 
idoyd’s Register to bi‘ acknowledgi'd. Mt“n 
highly trained in the British shipyards and then 
l)y the Register itself in tlu* Cniled Kingdtan. 
were sent to th(‘ Cnited States and estal)lislu*d 
at all the leading ceiitrc^s. 'Tlieir assistance 
was frankly and geneiously acknowhslged liy 
builders throughout the country. It was only 
natural that the cooperation should be close, 
sinc(* th(* British and .AnuM-ican peoples wck* 


fighting side by si<U' and re.M>ui*ccs of all 
kinds were pooled, as in the instance of tlu* 
v’ast amount ot Bi’itish tonnage div»‘rted from 
ev'cry sea for the trans|)ort of the American 
troops. M'he ing«*nuity and adaptability of 
the Anuaican buildtas. coupled with the long 
1 ‘xperience and training of tin* Lloyd's sur- 
veyors, madt* a strong combination. On the 
one haial, the .Amiaican huiklers r«*specte<l 
th<‘ traiiH'ci minds of the sur\eyors. and tin* 
lattta* admirt'd th(' iMithusiasm aial energy of 
th<* AuKM’ican business men and backed it to 
tlu‘ utmost of tluMi* ability. \o British ship- 
ping aiithoi‘ity was l)ettei‘ likt'd among th«' 
.Aineriean shipbuildeis than Mr. .lana's French, 
tlie Chii'f ^ur\ eyor of Lloyd's in ihi* Cnited 
Statt's, who set a spleialid example of happy 
and untiring servict* to the Mirxeyias in the 
yanls thi'oughout the country. 'Thr* value of 
his serx'iees was assess<‘d w hen he was askt*d 
to undtatake a missiiMi on behalf of tin* Ship- 
ping Board to Japan, whiac a number of ships 
wei<* building for* the CnitiMl Strdcs (JovrM*ri- 
ment, work which he glarlly uiulertook, alt hough 
it meant his jd)senee from th(* I’nitr'cl Statt's 
when his oi*gani/ing abilities were uig<*ntl>’ 
needtMl. A strong and not unnatural move- 
iiKMit was staitcMl to eneourrrge the growth of 
the Anaaican BuitMu foi‘ the classification of 
ships. Much pi'ogiu'ss was made by 1 his body, 
wbich |•('ccived every assistance from the 



ELECTRIC CONVEYOR CARRYING TIMBER, GRAY’S HARBOUR MOTORSHIP 
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( J»ivorninent, but naturally it had not Imd th'‘ 
(•x|)(‘iieiK*(; of the older undcTtaking. 

In the following table, which was |ireparetl 
by the Statistical Division of tlu^ American 
Shipping Mission, is set out the numlxr 



VUE HON. EDWARD N. HURLEY, 
Chiurman of the U.S. Shipp!nf{ Board, 


\ esse Is and I he (|uantity of tonnage <*oni- 
])h*te<l in the period from August, 1917, to 
December III, aial tlien tlie numbers and totals 
loi* each month to tlu* end of Xovenibei*, 191S : 


Statistical Division on a telegram received 
from the Shipping Hoard. A striking fact is 
that in spite of a largo amount of tonnage 
c(jmpleted during the first ten months of the 
year there were at the end of October .'j, 000, 000 
tons deadweight, ecpuvnlent to 3,000,000 tons 
gross, under <!onstruction. In a jn’ophetic 
speech Mr. (’harlcs Piez stated that 8,000,00(» 
tons di‘adwcight shoultl be coinpletcfl durieg 
1919. 


Stvtkmknt SKACiciNti Stkam Mkuchant V’fsski.s 

rsDKH (JoNSTRCCTlOV FOR THK KmkROKNCV KlKKT 
(^OUroHATlOV DURfVfJ OCTOJIKR, 1918. 


Oil .stoi'ks at hcgiiiiiiiig of month 
Kt'ols laid thirin}^ mouth 
liaiuicht'd (hiring month 

On stocks at end of month 

Niiniher of 
Vcsst'ls. 

De.'*d\wiight 
Ton nag , 

t)99 

ni 

stt 

751 

;k469.5(»;{ 

087,291 

400,975 

.9.75t;,4l9 

Lamu'hcd, hut not coinjilctcd at 



higinning of montli 

271 

1.927,405 

Launch(‘d daring montli 

80 

400,975 

(’ompl(‘t(‘(l during month 

75 

901,100 

l.aiiii(‘lu‘d, hut not completed at 



end of month 

270 

1.990,0SO 

'Polal imd(*r const ruction : 



At higinning of month 

9()1 

4,790,908 

At end of month 

L(»27 

5,093, 099 


'Phe conclusion of thi‘ Armistice, to which the 
pri'sent chapt(‘r biings the history of tlu^ 
American shipbuilding crusade, nat urally meant 
an easing of the <*rfort. but af a eonff'renee of 
shipbuildeis iadd at Washington in the niiddl(‘ 
of X’ovemb(“r and attendetl by th(‘ gieat shipping 
leadi*rs it was aiinouiu'iRl that tlu‘ ship])uil<ling 
])rogramim‘ would be continued, ddie ])ro- 
gramme, Mr. liowar<l Coonley, a Vice- l’l•esi^h‘nt 
of the haiau’geiicy .Fleet ( 'or])oration. aniiouneed. 


(’nMi’i.KTiuv DF Vkssui.s, (’i,\ssiKn:n mv M \ti:ki,m,. reu tiik KMiarnKsev I' J.kkt (Inurnu \tion kkum Aimjcst, 1917 . 

T<i K\ii MK X«»vi:mhkr 1918 . 






Steel. 

\V..od. 

Oompo-ite. 

I’.Oal. 


Month. 


No. 

1 l)(’ad\veighl . 

- 

No. 

j 1 )ead\veight . 

No. 

l)ciid\V ('igllt . 

x„. 

l)('ad\veighl . 

'rotai Aug. 

1917 Dee. 

91, 1917 

,')0 

1 915.829 





5tt 

915.829 

damiarv. r 

US 


1 1 

i .SS.90tl 





- 

il 

88,90t» 

K('hniar\ . 



hi 

!29.tD2 


1 


. - 

Jti 

12.9,0 42 

March 



20 

h;i. ISO 


, 



L»n 

lOl.lSti 

April 



1 91 

171 tl9 





91 

171.4J.9 

.May 



fj 

2.">0.9l 1 

1 

j .9,.'»tMt 



19 

254.411 

• Ima* 



Ui 

270.091 

5 

1 17.005 



51 

299.1199 

.Inly 



1" 

2t9.Ol0 

.7 

' 17.005 



15 

20tt,08l 

.Viigu-'t 



1 1 

2t»(», 189 

19 

; tiO.OOo 

.9 

11. tout 

0f> 

998.148 

Scptcndx I 



Ui 

2t»ti.T05 

20 

! 9LU»5 

.9 

I1..70t> 

75 

909,970 

( )ct oher 



IT 

901,178 

28 

UM».2t)0 

2 

7..”>tMI 

7 7 

408.878 

.N o \ 1 ' m 1 »c 1 + 




291.029 

9 

90..7t9» 



(io 

925,129 

Total .I.in., 

1918 \(.v. 

90 1918 

•tut 

2.f9t».89l 1 

-1 ^ .. -.J 

99 

927.9tit> 

8 

1 

1 90.000 ' 

1 __ 1 

495 

2,7t»4 251 


^ Ni)MMnl>. r rcnini«. iw*f ruiitiriniMl ami ilu^ li.:iucs pros i^ional. 


Phe part iculai-s of \ (\s.scls b\iil<ling, launched, would ket‘p e\ cry etlicient .‘shipyard working 

aial eonipleteil during tlu* nu»nth i>t ()<*tober at any rate throughout 1919. Ships, he 
art* shown in a staitt'nu'nt ha^cd by the eonfimied, must now* bo built for commercial 



THE TIMES HISTOnr OF THE IV AH. 


•2.V.t 


purposes. The necessity for fee(iin>^ I'hin^pc 
and bringing the army back to llie rnite»l 
States created an taneigency that was only a 
little less urgent than tlie t‘merg(‘ncy of war. 
There was no danger that the L’nitc'd States 
could build too many ships during 11)19, aiul 
he thought the new vess(*ls woukl he of a largei- 
type. What was to be done with tlu' ships 
after the immiidiatc* needs had been met was a 
question, lie added, to be decided by tin* j>cople 
and by Congnvss. 

With the appointment of ^Ir. Charles M. 
Schwab, the steel “ magnate,” in the spring of 
1918 to be Direct (>r-(lcneral of the Kmt'rgj'uey 
Fleet Corporation, shipbjiilding in th<5 IbhlfMl 
Stat<*s ('ntered iijjon a new, a more* vigorous, 
and a fascinating phase*. As a gr(‘at (‘aptain 
of industry he occupied an imicpie jjosition in 
the country, arul none' was i»H>re respected. 
Fve'ryoia' kiiew him to be a. man witli a. (piito 
extraordinary jxa’sonality, wlu) had worked his 
way u|) from tin* liumblcst position to be 
probably tia* greatest l(*ader of industry in 
tlic United Stati's. In (Ik* jirocess la* was 
known to hav^c^ acquir(*d gr(*at wealthy but 
that iK‘ver told against him among the shipyard 
“ boys,” as he was accost onK*d to call lii.s 
friends thci manual worlvcrs. Ife was tin* 
lK‘a.d -th(* controlling and magnetizing spirit 
• — of tlu* pow(*rful lk*tlil('hcm vSt(*el (?or 
porat ion, which, at the time of his a<‘C(*plamc(‘ 
of a j)ost in thc» (lovernmcnt, was dealing, 
for the United Stat<'s and thi' Allied P(»\\<‘rs, 
with' war work repre.senling SlM)0,t)(M),tMMt 
(€120,000,000). His cx|!)crience- of such work 
in tlie (jJreat War w(*nt back to the <'arly <lays. 
when he paid liurritMl \ isits to London and 
cfirried back contracts for \'ast (piantitics of 
.slu'IIs from the Hritish War Ollice aial for 
many submarines for tlu* l.hitish .Admiralty, In 
politics, in which Ik* had for y(*ars taken no 
active? part, Ik* was a. Ke*publi<*a?i, and wlaai, at 
the dirc'ct re({uest of Creside-nl Wilson, Ik* 
joined a JJemocratic CoverniiK'nt, it was clear 
that he was animate<l liy his strong patriotism 
and the? irre?sistibl(* call of duty. J)nring (Ik^ 
months in which Ik? <h*vot<*d liimself to the 
task of incrf?asing tlu? rate of jinul net ion of 
tonnage? he diel not spare* lu'mself, but we»rke*e|, 
in his e)wn characte*ristic way, at. h‘ast. as hard 
as any man engaged ijt slii[)building ; and his 
many fricnels could ned he? seirprise*d whe*n, 
after the conclusion of the Armistice, he con- 
sidered that his task had boe*n done*, aiul he* 


desire'el to hr* re-lie-ved of his e'xacting (}ove*rn- 
nK*nt elutie‘.s. 'The' Shipping Hoard iie'n? Ie)th 
te) lei.se .se) valuable* an a..sse'(, and his r»*sig?nition 
was te*iKlc're*el in Dt*e*e*mb(‘r, 19 IS, by \\ire*le'ss 



THE HON. CHAS. M. SCHWAB, 
I.ate Director-fJeneral of the Emergency Idcct 
Corporation. 


te*le*graphy te> l*r<>siden( Wilson, who was IIk'ii 
<- ro.ssing the? Allantie* oti his I0urop«>an ini.ssion 
in (he line*r (h*oF’ge Washington, and vias 
i cgre't full>’ eU'ce‘p( ed. 

Mr. Schwab pr,ss<*ssfd e\<-(*p| imuil powe*r.s ol 
organ i /avt ieai, but his gre-ate-st gill was his 
unfailing ability t(» put and k«‘cp nK*a with 
vhean he* had anylhing lo elo in (he he'st ot 
(eni[»e*rs anel inelue’e* them to elo their vovy b<*s( 
work. The* ge‘ne-nil vcrelie-t was lhal ne) iiieere* 
suitable* man e*f)nl«l lune* bi'en loinal tee e!ire‘e*t 
the* ae*ti\itie‘S e»f the- iMneuge-ne-y h’le*e'l (*orpe)r- 
atieni. ^ .\ej man laul eAer ueakesl tor him,” 
lie was fe)ne| ot .-^aying, ” but theuisanels liael 
wea‘ke*el v\ifh liini. " Ih* hnnse-ll e|efine*el his 
fiine-tions as Diree t «»r Ceneral as Ix'ing !•> 
arejuse* anel elire*e*l a spirit eif e-nt hiisiasm ameeng 
the me*u which niiule* for siK*e’e*ssfiil eice’ean- 
plishtne*n(, anel to s»*e‘ tej it (hat e*ve*rv ounce* e>f 
material tliat was neede*d for the* shipyarels 
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was procured; whether it were steel plat(*s, 
origiriOH, boilers, or wliat not. It was announced 
that he would have full charge of the building 
of ships and that he would speiid most of his 
lime actually in tlie yards. 

One of Mr. Schwab’s first actions was to 
rc‘move bodily the wholes organization of the 
J^hnergency Fleet Corporation from Washington, 
where it was housed in 21 buildings scattered 
throughout thc» congested «‘apital, to Fhila- 
h‘lp}iia. At first thc‘rc seemed a f)rospect of 
housing the whole otfic'f^ organizatioti in one 
large buihling which had been secured in a 
<*(^ntral position ; but incrc^ased accommodation 
soon bec.ame n«H*.essary. Within a few’ months 
the Corpf)ration was occupying in Philadelphia 
t.hn*e buildings, with the exception of the 
ground floor of (‘ach, and part of two othc^r 
buildings; n*pres(‘nting a total arcai of nearly 
4(10,000 fe^^t of floor spac(». Put in making the 
<‘hatige, which W’as pra<*ti(ailly (‘ompletcsl 
within a day and a night; .Mr. Schwab was 
know'll to liave bisai actuates I larg<*ly by the 
fact that, whertais VX’ashington, II. (^, setaned, 
in its se<hiteness, far removtsl from (he liiiin 


and bustle of the shipyartls,' Philadelpliia w^a? 
in the centre of a great shipbuikiing zono; 
about four times as large as the District of 
(J(jluinbia, w'here In per cent of the ships for 
the Fleet Corjioration w’C're then being built. 

Mr. Schwab, with a fine and trusted 
«>rganizatiori at his back in the oflices at 
Philadelphia, at once put into effect his 
promise to visit the shipyards, and he established 
the Ix'st of relationships with the workers 
wherever he went. V'isits followc'd in rapid 
.succe.ssion to the Cr(*at Lakes and the Pacific 
(‘oast, on which he was accompanied l)y 
Mr. (.‘bark's Piez, \^ice-PiTvident and (General 
Manager of the Kmergency Fleet Foifioration, 
ami Dr. (‘harles A. Fat on, heaii of the Xational 
Sc'rvice Section of the Shipping Foard, and 
Siibsei|uently to tlie (tulf ports and the Xew 
Fngland district. In the (*arly days of his 
ilirectorship he was present at many of (he 
laimchings on the Atlantic (‘()ast, disfributed 
medals for notably Hia* work, inspected the 
plants, talk(‘d with the' men, ami in other wavs 
I'licoiiraged them to ■ incn*ase the rate of 
production. Fverywhen* In* was thought of 



Mr. St’hwah. 

LAUNCH OF A VESSEL AT SAN FRANCISCO, JULY 4, 1918. 
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MR. CHAS. A. PI HZ (Vice-President and C>enera1 Manajier of the Hmerf^ency Fleet Corporation), 
MR. W. H. TODD (President of the Todd Shipyards Corporation), and 
MR. CHAS. M. SCHWAH. 


jis “ Schwali " ainl lit* was not int’rc*- 

(Hieiitly adtlrt^sstai , (<► liis ^n^at plcasuro, l»y 
tlio grimy toilers oii (lit* slipwtiys simply as 
CMiarlit*.” Ho tit'olarod tlia-t t la* nn‘ii wla» 

wore Holua-lly builtiing (la* ships t|osor\'t*<l (la* 
orodit for whal was doia* atal (lad la* \\as 
going to st*o that tht*y got it, a promist* which 
lio kt*pt to the l(‘ttor. K\'(*rywhor(* ln^ wi*nt la* 
jiroaohotl inti'iist* patriotism All his app<*ais 
to tla* workers wen* l)asi*d on I la* gromal that 
they wort* fighting (h*rmany as t*ff(*ol i\'i*ly, in 
their own way, as t ho sailors and sohliers. H«‘ 
gav'o iittoranot* tt> many maxims which w(*ro 
doscribod in tla* lhiitt*d States Press as 
“ Schwabisrns.’* In a typictil spt*cch at 
( 'hicago h(* dt*ola.rod tiait “ Presidt*nt Wilstai 
tried to ket*p this country out t>f war, but tla* 
(lerman ( hi'/ernnaait ’s Ja'ad was too thick to 
kd the knowlt'dgc, in that wcM figlit like a bf*ar 
cat if they didn’t let us alone. \N'e ctaildiri 
g(*t the itiea in by |)re.s(*nting it reasonably, so 
now we’rt* tlri\'ing it in witli bull<*ts and rivets.” 
Again, “ "Ida* bridgt' of ships w<* art* throwing 
acToss the Atlantic will Ih* the Jiridge of Sighs 
for the Kai.ser,” and “Shoot ships at (Jermaiiy 
and save Ana*rica.” Scores of striking sayings 
might bo rooall<*d, if spaci? permitted, f<»r on 
liis tours Mr. Schwab would make many 
speeches at tla* <lifferent yards in the course* 
of a day, and address one <jr two great public 
meetings, invariably closing witli calling for 
f*he<*rs for the President of the United iStat»*s. 
Hr told stories which amused and eheere<l the 


workt‘rs. uhile his geniality and his happy 
smile and laugh captivated th<*ir hearts. Mo 
was always ready to give* cr<*dif not o?dy to 
tlu* ollic'ials of the (’ompanies and the workers 
in the yards, but to t host* with whom he was 
asso<‘iatef 1 p(*rsonally, from Mr. Hurh*y, tlio 
Chairman of tlu* Shipping Hoard, downwards. 
He describe*! his <*ompaiiion, ^^r. (diaries Pi**/, 
the* (J*>n**ral Manag**i‘ of th** Kl*'*‘t ( '*)rp*a*ati*)i>, 
as “ 111 ** man who , i‘**ally *li<l th*' w*)rk.” 
Mr. Pi**/, })**for** l)*‘ing eall**d to Jiis p*).st, at tlu» 
l"hnerg**n*\y Kl****f. ( ’orp*)rat ion, was a> (diieago 
**ngin<*<*r. H** had a*lniit t**<lly fin** busiia^ss 

abihti**s ami w*»n th*^ conli*l*‘n»*** *»f tlu* ship- 
biiil*|**rs by th** fa.**i!ify w itli whi**b h*^ gra,Hp*‘d 
tla* intrieaci**s *)f sliipbuihling an*l flu* k**rn**l *>f 
flu* many n**w' pr*)))l**ms to b** fackh**!. H*' 
W’tis ess(*ntially »i]aisin**ss man, but, enc*>urag**<l 
by bis gr**iit- chief, ma*I** many **xc*‘ll**nt. 
ad*lrcsses t*> th*^ m**n in tlu* shipyanis, 
**arn**sl!y **mphasi/ing f h*^ n*** *1 for st(*a*ly 

w'ork aii*l th** iidinil** wr*>ng *»f d< laying, **v<*n 
f<ir a nuaneiit, on a**er)nnt of any p**tty **a.nH**, 
tJi** e*aist ru**tion *>f tonnag** n**ef|cd to win th*^ 
war. Maehin**ry, h** was ne<*ii.st *>in*‘*I t*» insist, 
ha*l b(***n *l**\is«‘d. und was in exist**n<*e at, 
c'very <*<‘nfrf*. f*>r tli*^ lu'uring an*l seltl**m*ait *jI 
any f|u**sti*)ns at issn** b**tw<*<*n tlu* ofTicials of 
f h** <*omf)ani* H an*l tla* shipyar*! A/ork<*rH. 
Tlie fjfiicials, h*^ w*ail*l <*xplain, w**re tlui 
repr**sentutives of or th*; si** war* Is for the 
(;ovt*rnment, a.n*I the fixing of the rat**s of fiay. 
working hours and <ith<*r conditions, were all 
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tnaitors sottlod by a Board on which the variouH 
interest M wen* reprcHentod. II in intense 
<3arnestn('ss was apjin*ciato*d by the men. 

The strain f)n th«^ cluefs of the Kmergency 
Fleet Coq>oration during tliese tour.s of the 
shipbuilding cc^ntn^s was considerable, since tho 
<listancos covcjn'fl were great, and besides 
getting into direct toucJi with ilie workers in 
l-h('. yards, they were in the liabit of going into 
important business questions with the com- 
pany oflicials, and placing large contracts. 
On one occasion when Mr. Schwab was a little 
late for a luncheon appointment at San Fran- 
<!isco, it was explained that he liad waited to 
com[)l<^te a (‘onlract with the Moore Ship- 
buflding (Company for 10 cargo steanicrs of 
0,400 tons deadweight, and six oil tank vessels 
of 10,000 tons, involving an extension of tla* 
plant. On his tours of tho Great Lake and 
I'acific yards Mr. Schwal) was accompanied 
by Mr. C. W. ('Uthell, the^ young (leneral- 
Counsel of the Kinergency Fh‘<^t Corj)oration, 
whoso duty it was t() .sc^e that the contracts 
entered into were h^gally in order. Incid<^ntally, 
Mr. Cuthell took his share of speechmaking at 
tho many mootings with the? enifjloyers an<l the 
workmen. More than onccs to the satisfaclion 
of the business nu^n, he rc'ferred to the fact that 


the Government had created a busiTiess cor- 
poration “ to do a big job in a hurry,” and had 
thus at one stroke, by the use of a legal device, 
enabled a large part of tho Government rc»tl 
tape to bo cut, and ho emphasized “ what a 
wliale of a job it was to organize to build a 
hundred shii)yards, three thousand ships, and 
spend §3,800,000,000 (£700,000,000) ” at tin* 
same time that they were actually building 
tonnagtj. 

A leading member (^f Mr, Schwab’s party 
wa.s Dr. Charles A. Eaton, Head of the National 
Service Section of tho United States Shipping 
Board. This Section arranged for aildresses. by 
speakers, including many returned soldiers, in 
the shipyards, and organizt>d meetings for the 
women, so that tht) wives and sweethearts 
might understand the need for steady and good 
wf)rk on tlio j)art of their men. Even tho 
teachers in the schools were approached, with 
a view to instructing the children on the im- 
port ance of the work on which their fatliers 
vvi*ro engaged, and showing them that they 
were doing their jmrt in hel|)ing to b(»al Priis- 
sianisiii. A steady stream of pamphlets, 
booklets, circulars, and posters was i.ssued tt) 
(»nt*ouragc the “soldiers of the .second line,” is 
the workers in the America.n shipyards were 
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termed. All these publications taught that 
every rivet driven in a ship was a nail tlrivt*n 
in the coffin of Kaiserisni. Dr. Katon was born 
in Canada, and, before joining tlie Shipping 
Boanl, was Pastor of the ^fadison Avenue 
Baptist Church, New York. Tb‘ was ap- 
pointed to his Govcrninent post, in drainatie 
circuinstanees, at a dinn(*r at which builders 
from different parts of the country had been 
speaking gloomily of the attitude of the ship- 
yaril w’orkors, who wc^re earning so nnic*h 
money that they were disinclined to work a 
full day for a full week. German propaganda 
had found a rich field for its subtle activities 
among bodies of vv’orkers of various nationalit i('s. 
Dr. Eaton refused, however, to take a j)essi- 
mistic view, but declaicMl that no one lunl 
taken the trouble to tell the truth to tla* m<‘n, 
many of whom, in the far-distant shipbuilding 
centres, never rea<l the newspapers and did not 
know what the issues involv<'d in the war really 
were. If the facts wen‘ brought home to the 
men, and they realized that tla^y w(*re actually 
part of th(^ fighting army in a splendid cj\use, h<i 
had no fear of the result. His challenge* was 
accept(Ml, and lie was re(|uisitioned on the* spot 
for Gov^ernnu nt servic(*. T1 h 5 (*tTect of Dr. 
Eaton’s oratory, whether he was addressing a. 
gathering of intellectuals or thousands of grimy 
M'orkers, was fref|iiently (^lt*ctri tying. H(* 
j)rea(*hed ev(*rywh(*re a sturdy (’hrist ianity 
whi<*h sent the nu*n back to their jobs with 
r(*iu*wed eiaagy and in b»*tt/<'r lK‘art. Ih* ma.<le 
of shipbuilding, in tlie crisis of th<* war, a 
religion, and was oik^ of tlie most influential 
lead(>rs of th(» shipbuilding crusade, among 
whom W’ere tcj be numbered such men as Mr. 
Hurley, Mr. Schwab, Mr. Pi»*z, Mr. Bainbri<lg«^ 
Colby, a Shipping Boaird ( Vanmissioiier and 
one of the most brilliant orators in tln^ Ciiiteil 

States. 

The Ilog Island s<*heme, an outstanding 
ft*ature of the whole gr<*at shipbuilding **nter- 
jirise, really seemed a miracle of achi(‘V(*ment. 
It attracted universal attention b<*cause of 
its vastness, and of the rapidity with 
which it was carried out. In a s<aitence, 
it reyiresented the cnnversitin of a mosfjuito- 
infestt'd marsh on the Delaware Hiver into 
a city and a shipyard with 50 building 
ways. No shipyard with any number 
of building ways approaching 50 liad ever 
bec*n built before. ’’riie Hog Island idea 
indicated signally the large view with which 


the people of tlu* United States faced the pro- 
blem of building ships. They wi're determinetl 
to build on a huge scale, but if it were only be- 
cause of tlu^ attt*ntion and publicity it caused to 
bt? directed to shipbuilding in the United States 
the scheme w’ould have been effect ivt*. There 
could not have ]iet*n anv imagination in tho 
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whole nation that- was not stii*red hy the id('a- 
of hnilding a shipyard with 50 ways on 
marshy, clc'reliet land, siiicf* an ordinary ship- 
yanl l)(‘foi<* the war contaiia'd fr^mi three to 
ti\'<* hnilding heitlis. In reality, the Hog Island 
seheme provirled hir ten sets of fi\e hnilding 
ways. SoriHMif t hes^^ w»*rc built for permanenee; 
ot]H*rs, of wood, were clearly intended to meet, 
the nnpF'<‘CM*<lented war emerg<*ney. It was 
nnderstotid that- tin* great work had been hh 
planned that part of th(^ shipyanl <*ould 
eoiivert(*d later, if desired, into a large terminal 
port to the lasting benefit of IMiiladolphia and 
thf* whole rich maniifael nr ing distriF-l of renn- 
sylvania, at whose gateway to the sea, it lay. 
Xevt*rth<‘lf*ss, tin' eon.'^t ru<*t ion of ships was 
always the primary aial immediate object. 
Uonf raet'< were known to ha\e been accepted foi* 
tin* (xanpletion, before the; enel of MHO, of ISO 
steel stf*ameTS, of w hie h I H) were to btj of 
7, .500 tons deadweiglit each, aial 70 W'crc to bo 
of 8,000 toiLS deadwe ight and of gie*ater spexsd. 

229 — 3 
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HOG ISLAND AFTER EIGHT WEEKS' WORK. 

Xn tho early autuiini of 1917 Hog Island shipping oflicials and many important political 

still consisted of waste, marshy land. A men being [)resent. Altogetla^r some 70,00n 

terrible winter followi'd, during which gn*at hard- persons attended tho launching, 

ships wM?re sufha’ed by the worln^rs engaged in I'hc^ l’^nite<l States ({overnment acted a> 

filling in the ground. Still, alt hougli operations g<slfather to tlu^ Hog Island scheme, \vhi<*li. 

wero necessarily handicapped and delayed, tin* apart from its magnitude, n‘pn>sentcd a new 

men kept gauntly at tlieii* pioneer w'ork, phase in shipbuililing, sinee the yard, or seiles 

The work of redtM'ining the waste land of yards, w^as intended to provide assembling 

and preparing it for the new city and plant w’h(*n* plates and shapes fabricabvl in 

that was really what the scheme inv'olv<»d to t he shops iii the intJvior were to be put togethei*. 

to be erected upon it, was started in Septembei-, Somewhat similar schemes l)acked by the 

1917, niul during the preceding months of the (Jovernment , although on a much small(*r scale, 

year tho ravages made upon Allied an<l neutral were instituted at Newark, New^ Jersey, and 

shipping by enemy submarines had been very llristol, P<‘nnsylvania, to which reference will be 

severe indeed. The attac'k had risen to made later. The vast work t)f construction at 

alarming proportions in the, spring and early Hog Island was carried out by the American 

summer. Whik* it was being held in cheek. International Shi])building Corporation, under 

there w'as no sign that the menace had the auspices of the Hnited States Shipping 

becai mastered, so tla'ie w'as good rea.son Hoard, and under the direct management of 

then for the belief that t he demand for tonnage Ut'ar- Admiral Francis T. Howies, Assistant 

in the next few yt*ars would be unliinited. ( Jeneral Managia* of the Kmergeiury Flet^t 

Although work hail only been started late in Corporation J'he origin of the scheme can 

1917, by the follow ing June the keels of 27 really be traced back to 1914, w hen an extraordi- 

large ships had been laid. On August 5, narily strong combination, known ns the 

1918, the first ship built at Hog Islanil, the Amt*rican International Corporation, was formed 

Qui.stconck (the Indian name for the island used for tlie express purpose of developing American 

more than 200 years ago by tho Indian tribes), cversea commerce The Corporation was 
was launched by Mi-s. *\V'oodrow Wilson, the credited with having many liiore millionaire.s on 

Hi*esident of the United States, all the leading its Board of Directors than any other company 



HOG ISLAND AFTFR THIRTY WKRKS’ WORK: THR WHT DOCK HASINS. 


ill 1 hf* world ; in any faso, oN'ory naino on 
tla* largi^ Hoard was a Ixaiseliold word anion^ 
l)iisii!oss nu^n in tht* l"nit<*d Statos, aii<l 
was well known in Hritisli tinaiK'ial cindos. 
'riio founders ot this ( Virporat ion realized that 
to c*arry out tliidr ohjoot sliips wore* r(Mpiir<*<l. 
( *ons(*(piont ly they pnrtdiasod the l*aeifi<* 
^lail Steamship Company an<l, dnrin^z IDHe 
bought tlirei' larue stt^amers in Holland, whieh, 
n»l<led to the tlex't, eiiank'd the d'l'ans- Cac-ifie 
stM’viee, whieh luni Ix'en ahan<loia‘<i owin^ to 
the effeet^ tlu' new S<‘amen‘s Aet, to be 
na’nstated. 'The (‘ompany also arMpiir<‘d a 
eont rollin^j: interest in the iinp<»rtant fiiin of 
AW IL (Jraee «.V Co., shipowiu'rs and mercdiants, 
and in the Cniteil Fruit i'o. Further, they 
seeured control of the New A'orU Shipbuilding 
T’ornpany at Camden, New .lersey, whieh had 
one' of the' Ix'st e'epiippt'd pe'iinane'iit plantr^ in 
the Cnitexl Statens, anel was able to builel <'\e'rv 
type of ship, from supe'i- 1 )re'a<lnou^^ht to 
eollie'r. In April, HUT, whe*n the* Cnitc*el 
States de>elare‘e| war auainst Ce'iinany, the* 
American Fnte'rnational Corporation approaeh«M| 
tlu^ ( love'rnnie*nt and oftere'd its ser\'iees in 
any capacity. Ttu* su^g<*stion was made that, 
as the exist iner shipyards of the country we‘re 
already fully occupied, mainly with naval 


work, the* Corpeiration ceadel assist in the 
c'eaistriiction of nc'w shipbuilelin^ fai'ilit ie^s. 

Thc^ powerful corpeiration weis uneleaibtt'dly 
well fitted to <‘arry out the* jjjre'at sedu'ine*, 
which was compare'd in magnitude with flu* 
<*onst riict ion of the* Panama ('anal. It. liad 
at <*all all the (*apilal that, eeailel be* re*epure*el. 
and liad at its (*ommanel the* eiij^iiK^rring iniei 
<*ons! met ieinal eir^anizat ieai e>f Me*ssrs. Steine* tV 
Wt'bster, eiiu* e)f the^ lai’^^e'st orpinizat ions e»f 
the kind in the* Cnife*el State's, anel kimwn freim 
flu* Atlantic fe» the Paeilie ce)aKt. I inmeMliate'ly 
afte*r the* si^nin^ eif 1 he^ ce>ntrae*t t hi> e*n>jine*e*r.'- 
e»f this firm we*re* elrafte*el frean elifte're'nt parts 
e»f the* country anel ^^e•re* harel eit vve>i*k eai the* 
marshy islanel.' It also had at its se*rvi<*e' the* 
<*xp<*rt kno\\le;d^i* anel assistane*e* e)f the* eifhe'ials 
<»f the* Xe'w A"e»rk Shipbuilelin^' Ceunpany, 
whic'h prov'cel e)f imme*nsr \jdue* in the» 
ae*!ual layini( enit. of the* yard anel e*e)nst r*ue*tieui 
e»f the? builelin^ way*<. 

Hei^ Islanel was re*ae*he*d fre)!n Philaefelphia, 
anel, aftei’ pi‘e)ce*e'din^ se>me* elisteme*e* alon^ the* 
fine*, eilel bremd hijihways e»f Pe'imsyl vania, 
appreuich was nniele* by a roael fuel miles in 
leiiKth which liael te) la* built by the* (*ne 4 inee*rs 
for the* serlu me. It was alein^ this track that 
all matf*rial refjuire*el feir the* e*e>nstrue*tiejn of a 


266 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


city and a huge shipyard had to bo carried. 
The wliole plant cc)vere<l a total area of approxi- 
mately 900 acres. Kor general construc- 
tion purposes throughout the yard ovc*r 
105,000,000 feet of Imiiher were nefnlcMl, 
which represented 350 schooner loails, each 
of 300,000 feet. These facts were puljlished 
in an article in the Philadelphia (3ianil»er 
of Coinmercc^ Ihdletin, contriljuted by Hear- 
Adiniral Ilowles, who estimated that this 
amount of IuiuIhu' woul<l bt* su0ieit‘nt to build 
a footway a foot and a half in width around 
the world, '^i'here were installed in the island 
nearly 85,000 teet of high-pressure water- 
])i[)ing, reprc^sent ing about 10 miles, and 120,00(> 
fc*et of domes! ie water-piping, covering 23 miles. 
In the hiiiMing of the? slipways, fitting-out 
basins, and other struct tires approximately 

145.000 piles w't‘n^ usc‘d. 

From an t'nclosed glass tower on the roof 
of the Administration offices, a w^onderful vie-w 
was to b(^ obtained of this hive of industry 
stretching away on all sides as far as the eyc> 
could scan. TIutc was to be seen a large group 
of shops wheiH^ repairs to machinery could be 
<*arried out, and any ni'cessary corrections 
made in the fabricated material. The plat«‘ 
and angle shop, desigiuMl for th(‘ pur|>ose of 
making any such ne<*(‘ssary alterations, was 
700 f<»et long and 200 f<»et wide. A<!joining the 
Administration OOices was the* Kngineers’ 
Hiiilding, where some (iOO draughtsmt'n were 
tMiiployc‘d on plans and drawings. From the 
glass obseivatitm room the tall denicks of the 
slipways, with t he accompanying warehouses, 
the fit!iiig-out basins, th«' vast ma<'hin(*ry 
shops, couhl all be m lent ifii'd, as w(‘ll*as tlu- 
large numb<*r of buildings where provision 
W’as made in one form tir another for the accom- 
modation of the workers. In tin' summ<*r of 
1018 tluat* were being use<l in tlu* island .some 

20.000 shovels and 10.000 jacks. Thert» wi're 
t‘mploye<i 70 locomotix t' cranes, 10 locomotives, 
20 j>assenger cars and about 45!) freight cars. 
It W’as estimatf'd that wluai tiu* plant was 
fully at work 10,000 |)neuma!ic tools would bi» 
reejuired. 

Spt'cial trains were prtn'idetl morning and 
evening tt) take the wxa*kers t<.> and from 
PhiUnleljihia, while, throughout the day, 
shuttle trains gave (M)mmunicat ion every :!0 
minutes with the tram-cars to and fnaii 
Philadelphia. Jiarrack aceomiiUHlatioii was 
}>rovi<UMl in the island itself for about ♦l.tfOO 
men. 


A.S already indicated, the 59 building 
slipway.s really represented 10 groups of five 
w’ays each. Kach group was practically 
tlesigned as a complete shipyard, wdth its ow’n 
warehouse buildings, air-compressor, etc., 
although all the operations were directed by 
a central tirganization. 'fhe 50 w’ays 
extended for a mile and a quarter along the 
river front, while sev’en outfitting piers of 

1,000 ftM't long, each capable t)f berthing four 
vessels, extended over another mile of the 
river, allowing 28 vessels to be fitted out at 
lb«^ .same time. To enable tlie material for 
the, ships to be handlefl properly as it arrived, 
a system of railways was provided, aggregating 
.some 83 miles. As the material reaehod the 
island it was taken, first, to the elassifying yards 
and from there the heavier materials were 
ilistributed to the stoi’age yards or direct to 
the ships, while the lighter inati'ria] was 
transported to .storehouses specially situaterl. 
4dicsc^ storehouses vvi'rc^ divided iq) into small 
sections, with brick fire walls between so as to 
minimise the* tire hazard. Soim* 20,000 separat e 
pieces of matiMial were recjuirtMl for <*\’ery ship, 
these b(*ing iiuunifaetured by 3,500 eompanies 
in flu» Fuited States and ('anada. On a ])artly 
<‘om|dete«l shi[) adjoining plates wcm’o to be 
fouiul with th(^ iianu's of firms whost^ plants 
w'<‘r(^ tlu)iisands of miles a|)art from each 
other. 

'rht‘ feeding of the* vast number of workers 
was a st‘rious jirohlem, hut was tackled succe^ss- 
fully in the big American way. The wages of the 
wui-ke^rs, as througlu)ut the* Fnited States, were* 
high. Ht*staurants, howe*\'i*r, we*rt* built whe re 
the* e*mployei*s we*re .se*r\’e*<l with temjiting m<*als 
at what, e‘\eu ace.*ordiiig te) Fnglish iele^as, 
we*re* low ])ric<*s. Fe>r 30. e‘e*nts, which was 
<‘<pu\’ali*ht to ahiHit Is. 3el., the men couM 
seeure* large jjortions of roeist me*at, two V’ege- 
table's, swe.‘ets, anil e*of*ft‘e'. .At the^ cafeteria, 
which was we)rke*d on the i)rinciple aele)pte*d 
in Fngianel at the* Natienial Ue^staurants, 
the' plan was that e)f j)ersonal .selection, the^ 
w’eirkeis having the ehoie*e of ajipclising he)t 
and t'old me*ats, salaels, \egeteihle\s, fish, anel 
peistry. As e'ach mem e*e)mple't('el his se*le'ction 
.iiid passed the eashie*r with the tray loaeltMl 
by himself, he j>aiel fe*r the* cost of liis meal. 

'riie' islanel was preivieled with a eeunplctely 
e'quippeni hospital, with a larL'e ward room, 
tvvei smalle*r vvarel rooms, and an o]>eratiiig 
the'ativ. Docteu-s v\ere in atteiielance elay 
ami night. Four motor-driven amhulaaces 
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were placed in service. For inf<*ctioiis 
cases there was a floating hospital in 
the river, but it was found that IM) ])er 
cent, of the case^ treated by the doctors 
were caused by slight accidents and the men 
returned to work without loss of tinu*. A 
dentist was available at all hours of the dav 
and night. Naturally arrangements were made 
for guarding the island thoroughly. Anyoiu* 
wishing to pass through any of the entrances 
would be challenged by one of the armed 
guard, of wliom there were (>00 on the island 
Each man was sworn in as a Deputy -sheriff. 


it starnls. Oi\r nation indivisible, with l.iberty 
and flustice for all.” 'rhr^>ughout the working 
(juarters mottoes wen* chalked up by the nuMi, 
such as ” (;et 0 !i with those ships and tinish the 
war,” anti “ Ft)r (Jod's sake, hurry up.” At 
conspicuous points w»‘re posted (he wt*ckly 
hullt'tins issueil by tht' Shipping lloai’d, with 
stimulating messages and cai’totais drawn by 
th(‘ most famous artists in (hi* rniit'tl Statt‘s. 
Inti‘r<*s( in tiu* work was alsu maintaiiu'd in a 
wi‘(*kly issut' ui the /{otj /.s/u/a/ A’ra.v, cli'\t*ily 
writtt‘n and illustrati'd. ddie island had its 
own l)ank and its own post-olli(‘t‘. Ilhist rating 



THE SEATTLE. 

A car^o steamer of 8,800 tons deadweight, built by Messrs. Skinner & Eddy, of Seattle, which helped 
to set the pace for rapid construction. The photograph shows her just after launching, and Hying the 

Shipping Board flag. 


The ndatious between these men and the 
W’orkers was excellent, and any malefactors 
and enemy agents would be fjuickly ainl t*IYcc- 
tively dealt with, d'he island had its own 
Police Court. 

The spirit of loyalty was very strong in 
the island. Every day at noon the Hog 
Island band, numl)ering some instru- 

mentalists, w^as to be heard playing in one of 
the restaurants. As the band ])layed ” d'hc 
Star-Spangled Banner” and “My Ciamtry, 
’Tis Of Thee,” every man, whether he wi*re cook 
or shipyard worker, would come to attention. 
At 5 p.m., as the flag outside the Administration 
office was struck, again all came to attention. 
Inscribed in large letters over the AdminisI ra- 
tion building was the motto, “ I pledge Alle- 
giance to my flag and to the Republic for which 


the spirit prevailing, Mr. \\'. 11. Mlnod, inn, 
one of ( hi* I'liief e!igiru*c? s, once said, in a lei-t ure 
on the schi*m(*, that the postmaster had told 
him he had five letti'is wliieh, if ih*livere»l 
in time, would win the wa»*. d’hese were 
S II 1 E S. 

A training school w h(*rc ” green lumds ” w'»‘ie 
taught the dillcrent trades of the shipworkers 
was one of the- cssi*ntial features of tla* si;hemf\ 
bi till* yai’d was a full-si/ed midship si^ction, 
where the newcomers who had been lauglil the 
rudiments of riveting vveie l(‘steil before they 
were definitely allowed to pa.^n out of the 
training seliool to the slipways to work under 
the superx ision of instruetors. 4’he usual time 
oeeupic*d for a course of training in the simpler 
arts lif shiphuilding, snirh as riveting and 
caulking, was from three to h)ur weeks. 
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S()in<< spM<Mi has hern (Irvotrd in ( his chaptiM- :^iiico noiio other could compare with it in 

to a. <lescription of the Mo^ Island selienas not magnitude, but tlierc were to be found in it 

only because of its vastness and its own merits, sevta al features common to otlier yards, multi - 

but alsf> because^ it eontainc'd many of the plied several times. Both on the Atlantic aial 

f(;atur(‘s w'hieli w(‘re to b(‘ found in tla* new yards Pacific coasts, it was usual to find largt* aiul 

established throughout therriitjd States duriie.' well-e(piippe<l plants built on land which, only 

IIHT aial lOlH. Tin? Holt Island shipyard a few months previously, had been marshy 

could not he desci-i})e<l as a repn*sf'ntat iv»* <aa*’ nr act ually many feet nnd(‘r water. TIk' gradual 



THE AGAWAM. 

1 he first fabricated steamer to be launched by the Submarine Boat Corporation on May 30, 1918, 

about to move down the wavs. 
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ovolutioii of thoso ?ic*liemos was traood in a 
series of frequent jirogress pliotogi-aphs, siuiwiii^ 
)iow the ytirds had gradually come into exis- 
tence. To th(3 layman, tlu‘ wmk looked like* 
wizardry. In reality, it was the rt‘sult of 
the j^taiius of the American eoiist riictural 
engineers, mtai wlu), hefori' the war, were eon- 
slrncting '' skyscra|)(M' ” buildings, vast hot«‘ls, 
and the like. W'ith th(’' entry of the l'mle<l 
States into the war, the (k'niand for tlu‘ir 
><‘rvic('s in thest^ dirt'ctions dt'clined oi- eeast'd 
altogetiier, and they found themselves fr«‘e t«» 
tackle new problems, \\ hieh appealt'd to them 
all the more b(‘caus(' th(‘v had not had any 
previtais oceasiou to deal \\ith them. 'I'ht* 
ada|)table AnaMiean mind preferi-ed to faee 
something new, .rather than to go on doint: 
things which hatl been (haa‘ to irkson\e 
n‘petition by many othei’s befoi<*, aial found 
imm<‘ns(‘ <*njo\'ment in the task an<l in the 
aecoinplishment . In th(‘ii' work t h<* engine«‘is 
W(‘r<* ('lit hiisiast ieally suppoi tf'd by t he w<u'k(‘rs, 
who, in view of the war (‘iiK'igeiiey, found 
something much moi*(' inspiiing in their labours 
than ordinary bn'ad ('arning. 

Krecpu'iitly roads had to lie liuilt to conn(*<*t 
fh(* TH'W’ shipyai’ds with t Ik' lu'ai’est town, and 
railway (MUinexions and tram si'iv iet's had to b(‘ 
sp(‘(*ially p!*o\idiMl. House's sometimes whole* 
towns -\v(‘i‘(* built for t hi* aeeommo(latie»n of t Ik' 
workers, whili.' ('very yard of any si/.c* had its 
own restaurants or its eafeteiia where meals 
wer(‘ s(*rv(‘d to th(' men at very reasonable 
])rices. In every >ai'd there was an ena'rgeney 
hospital, foi‘ I'ven in tlie ine»st earefully- 
managi'd plants accidents would oeenr, altrienigh 
th(* great majority of th(' (*asualtie's were slight. 

Again, it was common for the shipyards to 
have t h(‘ir own bands n'crnitt'd from t Ik* w’orke'is 
t h('mselvt*s. Pi’aet ieally all th(' yards published 
tlicdr own illustrated maga/.iia's, wi-itten in a 
s]3rightly n^annt'r and describing the* daily 
ineid('nts of tin* work and n'cording tin* intere'st - 
ing and amusing doings of tin* worke'rs. All 
th(*se magazines, wdiieh \v(‘ri‘ edited by the- 
(‘inployiM's, br*(‘at hod tla^ spirit of l(»yalt>' an«l en- 
thusiasm, and t hey w en' suppen teMl by thi' A /z/r; - 
ffcncij Fldf'f A’r?/*.v, a vi'ry bright anel ele\ (*rly 
[irodiKM'd illustrat('d w'e(‘kly paper, issuf*e! by 
th<' Km('i'g(_'ncy Fk'ct Corporation and editeel 
by Mr. Robert D. Ifeinl, an able joeirnali^t, 
and by wt'ckly bulletins post(‘d in conspicuous 
places throughout the plant. Hog Islam I, 
then'fore, had by nf> nunnis a monopfjly of 
wonder work, and it was iliflicult, amid such a 


profusion of I'xamples of fiiu' aceomt)lis]nn('nts^ 
to singlt' out particular plants for detailiMl 
not ii*t\ 

Allot b('r ni'W' .scIh'mk* which rightly attracti'd 
wide atti'utiou was that of the Suhmarine Re)at 
Corporation at Newark, .\e‘w .h'isey, w hieh was 
also backed by tlu' ( le)vei*mnent . As in 
t lu* ea.st' of 11 e>g Islatnl, the' pione'i'i* work was 
.sta'-t(‘d in Si'pt e'lnlu'r, IIH7. tln' sit«' heiiig a 
.salt meade)W. on a <l«'lta ft>rme<l hv the Haek«*n 
sack anil Tassaie livers, which hail to Ix' tilled 
in. 'I'his new yaid oeenpii'd 1 1 1! acre'... Cnde'i* 
the.se eonelilions Xe'wark Ra> , w hich was 
lati'r e'asily ri‘a<*hed frenn N('W ^^)|■k l)y rail 
iindi'i' t h(' Hudson I’ivt'r, could at first onlv' he 
a]>proach»'d hv hc»ats; atui railways, house's, 
slipways, ele'riii'k.-, and cvcivthing cUc hail tf> 
be' built. Sne'h was the coniiition of tlu* site* 
that the* pione'e'i's we're* dcsenibe'il })V' their 
Irie'iul.s as the inueilarUs. ()n tlu* tollowing 
I )e*e‘cinb<*r 2tl the' kce*l of the* lirsi stcanu'r, 
ebrist e*ne*( I the Agawaim, jin liidam name 
meaning ‘ Cre'jit Sadi Laiki* .Me*aiele)ws of the* 

.Altamtie* ('oaist," wais laiiil, bn( ehiring the* 

feallowing six we'cks httli* weak eeaalel be* eloiu', 
owinig to tlu* inti'iise* severity e»f I he winte*r 
anel e)th(‘r cMnse*s. It wais thus live* months 
laite*!', on ( \>innu'morait ion I )ai\ . Maiy .*lh, IlMS, 
thait tlu^ Agaiwaim wais lainnelu'el in tlu* pre*se*nee* 
e>f mamy (list inguislu'el guests, including .Mr. 
anel Mrs. 'riu)mais A. haiison. At that lime* a 
hull Wais he'ing huih eeii eae'h e>f the* 2S ways 
wliieh liaid be*e'n pi'e>vid(*d foi‘ in tlu* sclu'uu*. 
Ceaitnu'ts we*re* lu*ld fen* tlu* eompl(*tion of I fid 
sliips, eaieh e»f \\ hie*h was to he* identical, and 
w'as te» b(* built of mat(*i'jal faibrieal(*d in sliops 
which had pr(*viously b(*en occupied with tlu* 
mamifaeture of maf(*rial drsigned for Hu* 
const riiet ion of bridge's, oHiec* builelings, etc. 
'The principles was establislu'd at- thes oiitse't 
t hat the eaflieials of t he* eeanpainy must, approaich 
no undertaking which wais alre'auly engugi'il in 
producing ship maitcriail, the imelealying 
ideal bi'ing lo “laip * e-nlrre'ly new seairccs e)f 
supply. Skilful eugamizal ion wais rexjiiircd for 
this vvoi'k of se'curiiig tlu* ili ITeriait ile*ms, as 
fe)||owe*d fre>m the- faiel thalt ai p| ale )X iirUlt e*ly 
27 sti'cl mills, .7(> f.i I u u ail ing plaints, amd 2dd 
fonndrie*s, maichiiu*, pip'*, joinery and e*qiiij) 
ine*nt shops wer e^ e-ugaigi'ii in t lu' preuhicfion of 
the pants ree|nire‘d t<> I'lziiif rk t e* the* ship.s. 

The originail \ cs.sels were, elesigneal for a 
displaiee*Mu*nt of aippreaxirnaitely 7,800 tons 
wlu'ii loaele el to tlu* Plimseall mairk, and a d(Mul- 
weight caxrrying eaipaieity of uhout ai,.^00 tons. 
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MR. HHVKRI.V I,. WOKDHN, 

The (Jeneral ManajJcr of the Submarine Hoat 
(Corporation. 

TIu' loii^th of tiu* sliips was :M!> left <»ii dcrk^ 
t ho tnoiihh'd l^rradtli \\as 4(1 and tiu* 

inouldiMl d(‘|)tli of tlio iniil, LkS tent (i iia lif-. 
'^rho nunidainod spi'rd of I hr \rssr|s at si‘a 
fully loaiii'd was to hr at Irast IdJ knot.-, on a 
no, Mill draught of approxiinat rl y 2.4 frri . 'I’lu* 
iiiaiti niarhiiuny ronsistnl of a W'rst inghousi' 
stoam tiirhino oprratiiig at rrxointions 

a minute*, driving a singk*srrrw proprlli*r 
at 00 r(*volutions a ininnte* throngli a WCstinir- 
hoiiso hahinrod float ing type* rrdnrtion g«‘ar. 
Tho stipply of ste-ain to thr turhiiu' was fur- 
nished by two Ihihrork and Wilcox wal<*r- 
tiibe boilers, whirh wnc- installed in llir ships 
befort^ lauiK'hing. Kurl oil was t<» he* used in 
the boilers for the gt*nri*ation of sl(‘am. the fuel 
being carried in roinpait inriils of thr douhir 
bottom of thi* ship in snlfirirnt cpiantity to 
enable thr \'t‘ssrls to make tin* i-ound to bairopr 
and back. As tin* ri'sult i>f good t>rganizatii>n 
it was foiiuil possible in thr late summer of 
1918 to lauiu'h two hulls a wt'i'k. aiul the 
innnageinent wi‘re aiming at thri*r a wt*ek, 
while ditliculties whit*h had been eneonntt*n*d 
in the securing of the ma(*hinery weie being 


overcome sat isfac*torily. Xinety-fi\'e per cent, 
of thr work in manufacturing the different 
parts and |)unching tlie rivet holes was done, 
from drawings furnished by the company, at 
sliops widely se])arat<‘d fiom each othrj- 
throughout tiu* c*ountiy. These drawings wen* 
liaule w ith surh precision that w lu*n they wt*rr 
brought together they fitted exactly, and tht* 
quality of the work won the res|)eet of the 
Ih'itish experts who visitifl the plant. In th<* 
const met ion of each hull more than 400, OUu 
riv<*ts had to be dii\'<‘n, and by the method 
c‘niployed ()n(*-fourth of tlu'se ri\ t*ts were dri\'i‘n 
at t hi* disl ant shops. 

Ml* llenr\^ \i. ('arse, formerI>' \dee- 1 *i-esi( bait 
of the llanov rr National Hank, and later Hrrsi- 
fleiit, bt*eamr I*n*siilrnt of tie* Submaiiia' 
lioat ( ‘or*poiat ion. 'The \'rr(*dh‘esid<'nt wa^ 
Mr. lb‘nry H. Sutphen, who, w la‘n associated 
with the* ICIc'ctrir Boat ('om])any. had gain<*d 
«*xprric*nrr of standardization in the constiur- 
tion of a large number id' submaiine chasers 
for the Hritish A<lmi!*alty. Tie* (icia*ral 
Manager was Mi-. lh‘\orley L. WOidi*!!, a \er\ 
abb* ei\ il engine(‘i- aid pn‘si(b'nt of tin* 
Lackawanna Bridge ('ompanw of Buffalo, 
aial of the Worden -.Mien (’ompany, of Mil 
wanker. 'The Assistant (iem*ral Manager wa- 
Mr. (b*orgc“ 4’. liorton. formerly pre.sident ot 
the (’hieago Bridge and Iron (’ompany. Asso 
ciate<l with lla* eompanv was Mi-. Theodore T. 
b'erris, a na\al arehiteet, who designed th«- 
ships. Xalurall\, in \ ii*w of tin* fact that tin- 
great majority of the axailabb* workeis weie 
ipiite unskilled, a huge school foi- the training 
of new men was atta«*h«*c| to the yard. 

A third assembling plant was established, 
with till' support of the ( iovernment , at 
Bristol, I Vnnsylvania, by the M(*i‘c*hants' 
S^iipbuilding ( ‘or])or-ati<)n. 'The yard, w hich 
was on the direct line between Bhiladelphia 
and New Voi*k, included 12 building ways, 
and iiu'olvc'd the const I’uct ion of a complete 
towmship, named llarriman, with 40 streets 
containing bri(*k and w'ood house's for families 
and bat'helors. 44ie (’ompany held <•o^(rac^s for 
tlu* completion of (>0 if|entic*al \'essels, of about 
<),000 tons (b'ad weight, by <*arly in 1020. 
.\s in the ease of the* othei* two (Iovernment 
schemes already desciibed, work was started 
in Septi'inbei*, 1017, and by the fi>llow'ing 
sumnwr vesse'ls wt*re ben'ng built on all the 
12 slipways, and the liousing accommoda- 
tion was lU'arly eon\plete. \ Hiu* example of 
quick construction woik oarric'd out at this 
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centre was the in the van I <u‘ a reifi- 

forc-ed concrete warehoust*, witli two fltHH*s, 
300 feet long hy 200 feet hroatl, witliin 
40 days. Tho Chairman of the Merchants' 
Sluphuihlinj? Corporation was Mr. K. Avtaill 
Harrim vn, a son of thi‘ grc'ut railway huildm .who 
took intenso interest in tin' wta k, and oetaipied a 
hons(^ adjoining tlie plant in orti<M- tliat Ih‘ 
might always hia\ailahle. 'Tliis yard employetl 
])lans which hatl Ihmmi used hy the Chester 
Shiph\nlding Company, at whose yard the 
principle of ship fahrieation was lirst intro- 


duei'd in the Cnitejl States.. The e\pt*rimenl 
wax due to llie initiati\t' of Mr. t’liailes 1\ M. 
tTa<‘k, a S<'t>tsmjm, wljo l eali/.i' l lhal t luae 
wt‘r<‘ many merits in tlu* .-«\xleni. He found 
himself al>lt‘ to mak«‘ a nninher of eontraets 
with llie sti‘el manufa<-t urerx f»»r the delixery 
of the \ari«ms paits. aial he eould tlien extimate 
\ fry eloxely lhi‘ t*oxt »if the (MUnplelcMl xllip. 
Mr. .lack wax fortunate, at tho <iutxet, in 
enlistimz tin* aeli\e interext in the xelieme of 
Ml-, .lames Carrel!, pri'sident of the I’niled 
Slat»‘s Sti'el Coi pt>i‘at ion. 
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The impression made ijpf)ri the Steel Cor- 
])oralioii by this, its first part ic*ipatiou in ship- 
building, was (Evidently favourable, for the 
St(*el ( V)r|)oiation afterw anis built a vtay liiif' 
nssemblin^ yard eoverin^ an urea of I So aeres, 
at Newark, New .hasey, with 12 building 
ways, wliieh was known as the plant of the 
K<‘deral (’ompany. 'The familiar story of 
r(s|e<*minjJC waste land was rejieated hens 
iiiva»l\dn^ an expenditur(‘ of .S1(K0(H),00() 
(i2,0()0.()(K)). On Aii^mst I, lhl7, th«^ site 
was a Is ) a salt meadow, e.o\(a‘e<l with a rank 
^rowt h <»f s\ e(*< Is, and it was necessary to fill in an 
av ei-a^e of four feet, ov(*r th(‘ whole area. The 
tii'-t pile was dri\en on Aueiist h, 1017, and <ui 
June 10, I tl I H, t lie liist ship of JO eont?*aeled for, 
named IIm* Liberty, was sueeessfuliy laiiiKdasl. 
'The vessiO was eonstrueted of stisJ rolle<l by th<* 
I’nited Stat(‘s Stf'el ( ’orporat ion. Koi* the 
fillin;^ of tin* land material was obtained from 
<lnM!aiim the outfitting liasin and frtun tlie 
live*!', wliieh was tlredi^ed for a. distance ot 
about lialf a. mih* from the plant. Alto^iMlnu’ 
700,000 cubic yards of sand, dirt, and ciialers 
W'ere used, and approximately *52,000 wooden 


piles, from 45 to 00 feet long, were employed 
tf> support the buihling ways. The plate 
and angle shop of two storeys was 920 feet long 
and 180 feet wide, while the boiler and machine 
shops were each 500 feet long and 140 feet 
and 125 fet‘t wide rc*s]jeetively. 

JJiese four plants were especially interesting 
bet*ause of the adoption of th(' new fabrication 
prinei])le, but in many yards throughout the 
Lniterl Statens new’ mc»thods of shi[)buildiiig 
were put- into pra(*tiec* and some very fine ex- 
atiif lies of rapiil ship pi'otiuctioii w'i*re produced. 

JJais, at Camden, on the Delawai-o 

River, close to llog Island and Phihidelpiiia, 
tlu‘r<*. was built, at the yai'd of the Ntwv York 
Ship))uilding (’omjiany, th(‘ 5,5t)0 tons steamer 
J'uekahoe in ** record " tinax WJiiai the k(‘el 
was lai<l on April 8, 1918, the numagement, 
by a system of scheiluk* charts, <\stimated that 
the Tuckahoe could b(* built in 27 days 4 hours 
and 50 minutes, and tlu‘y infornu‘d the oflicials 
of tlH‘ Kmergency hJetJ Corporation tliat tht\v 
<‘xpect<‘d to launcli lh(‘ vessel in that timtJ. 
JJie woi'kn u‘n, catching the spiiit of cut liusia-sm, 
diti th(‘ir utmost, with tlu* result t fiat tlie vessid 



MESSRS. DU I HIE S YARD. SEATTLE : WORKMEN ENTERING IN THEIR 

AUTOMOBILES. 
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S.S. VVKST MAN(;A. 

(-ar^o Steamer built by Skinner A' Hddy in S5 days, one of tliiriy similar vessels completed since ^Iround 

was broken on b'ehriiary 14, IM16. 


was laiiiicli(‘(l on Sunday, ^lay a, llllS, just. 
27 days 11 lioui-s and 10 inifiutcs al’t(‘r t h<‘ layiuji; 
of tlio kool, or I liour and 10 niinulcs alioa<l of 
iln‘ schoduh' 'Tliis rrally woudorful 

achiov’cmont drew forth a let tor from Pr<*sidrnt 
Wilson to lh(‘ workiiKM) and oxooutivo staff 
of th(' (^nupany, in which he expressed the 
feeliiif^ he had that tlr(\v were “all eomra<les 
in a >];r(‘at enterprisr*,” and that th(‘ men ha<l 
playerl their* part with ext r*rmr*di nary devotion 
and skill, eliciting imt oidy my a<lmirat ion 
hut, 1 am sur*e, the! admiration of all wlio will 
lear*n of what you ha\e aeeomplish(‘<l.’' 'riii* 
'ruekahoe was su})sefpr(''ntly tilled <Mrt in 
10 days, which also n'jrresent <‘d a “ te<M»i-d,“ 
enahlinp lira* to srd- out on lier maiden \'oyaij:<‘, 
fully^ ladr'ii, witlrin 37 days fr’om the laying ol 
tlu* k(*el. The vrdue of 1 h(^ ixaformarree lay 
<*hi('fly in the impetus it gav<* to the spirit of 
ranulation. ^^dlell the ])ro^iamna' of the 
bam*rgeney Fkad (Corporation was first irrmi- 
gurat(‘d, fi’om six months to a year passod 
l)(‘t ween tin* laying of the keel and the launching, 
'Fhis tinie was gradually r*edueed, notably wh«*n 
in the spi'ing of 1018 Messi-s. SkiniH*r and Kdfly, 
of Seattkx launelied a shij) tire \N Cst Lianga 
within 0.7 working days of the ke«*l-laying. 
Suhserpiently tr)the completion r)f the 'ruckahoc*. 
feats of record construct ion waa e accomplished 
on the Atlantic! and Pacific coasts and on the* 
(Ircat Lakes, hut the d’uckrdioc' .still held the? 
blue ribbon for ra(>id construction f<a* lua* 
particular type. Tn June, 1018, then! was 
launchcul at the tine yard of the Haltiniore 


Dry Dock smd Shipbuilditrg ('ompany, Haiti' 
more, tin* rc‘friger*al ei 1 s1(*amer S«ailh Hok*. 
<tf <J,200 tons d<*a.d w cighi , williiu lU d.iys of 
(hi* laying of tin* keel. 'This pr'rfoiinauce \\i\-i, 
achieved by 1,001) m»*n working m two shifts 
of nine and eleven hours r‘r‘sper‘t i vely , 

'The Xew Yor k Shipbuilding ( 'ompany owned 
Ota* of the leading yjrr<ls in e\isl>‘uee befewe 
the war, but very gi«'at extensiorrs vvc're made 
srfter tla* autumn of 1011. aral (*sp(*einlly 
since* the Ihiiti'd Slates deelari'd vvar*. 'The 
ecanpany possr‘ssr‘«) a most extensive and a, 
eompl(*te plant, where all luachinery lor the 
ships, inchrding turbirn*s, was built. The 
yai’d was in complete eonti*ast !«> the fabri 
<*ating |)lant at Hog Island, controlled by tla* 
same irrierests, v\}a*re material was assembled 
int.o ships. In dune, 1017, the number <»l 
men e*mployr*d rrt t'amden was 1,0UU : within 
tw'<*lve months this force had been iin-reased to 
ia*arly 11,000, an in«li<*a1 i(Hi of the develop 
na*nt of the work. As in the ease ol ever\ 
other yar<l, the bulk of the new men were 
unskilled and ha<l to be taught their trades. 
It slaaiid be rernemlxaed, however, that the 
utmost use was made in all the American 
shipyard.s of piaumatie t«>o|'- >m<l labour- 
saving rievices, enabling the amount of instruc- 
tion necc-ssaiy to be reduced t<» the minimum. 
The ext(*nsive use* of ingenious ecpiiprnent- 
was nndonbtedly I'c.'.pon.'.iblc, to a lai'go 
extent, for the srrece.ss of the American ship- 
buildr-i's in producing tonnage within .so short 
a time* and witii so little pr*c})ai*ation. 
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Another example of the redemption of land 
for shipyards was to be seen at Chester on the 
Delaware Riven*. In Au^ijust, 1910, the laud 
on which the yard of tlie Sun Shipbuilding 
Company was to bo built was absolutely 
imdev’eloped. The first piles \v(?re then driven, 
and at the end of the following March the k<*el 
of the first ship of 10,000 tons deadweight was 
laid, and on Oct«)btn* Hi), 1917, sh(^ was launcht^d. 
This yard was beli(*ved to luiv<3 Ixnni the first 
(iompleti^ shifiyaid to have been built in the 
Unitetl States during the war. It included 
five large ways served by fiowerful overhead 
cniiies on gantri(\s, anil had several extensive 
engine and })oiler shop'^. 'Fho founders of the 


in the fabricating yards. In the case of u, 
ordinary large cargo carrier, such as was buiit 
by the Sun Company, from 800,000 to 900,n(r 
rivets were required to be driven in eai i, 
ship. 

Fine new yards were also built at Gloueost' i 
on the Delaware Riv-er, by the Pusey ami 
Jones Company, in which a controlling inten'-t 
was acquireil by Mr. Christopher Hanriiv^eg. ;i 
Norwegian, wfio was re[)orted to have madi- 
much money out of ship selling and ship 
building in the Cnittid States during the eatl\ 
years of the war. The yards at Oloiieesti i 
were of the most modern character, and 
(‘onstituted com]i]ete plants. A feature wa.s 



FOUR WOODEN SHIPS IN COURSE OF CONSTRUCTION AT THE YARD OF THE 
GRAY'S MOTOR SHIP CORPORATION. ABERDEEN, WASHINGTON. 


company — Messrs. J. Howard and Joseph 
N. Pew, jun.- were, until tlu* war was well 
advanced, interested mainly in the oil trade, 
but after the eoiitlagratiou began tlu*y realized 
that th(? need for tonnage woulil become acute. 
First, they eonei'iit rated on oil-tank steamers for 
tlu'ir own business, but they soon tiinied tlu*ir 
attention to the constrneti«ai of large cargo 
vessels of betwi*en 10,000 and l.*J,t>00 tons 
deadweight. Mr. Robert Haig, who had hi*ld 
one of the chief positions with Lloyd’s Register 
in the United States, was appointetl Vic4*- 
President of the Company. The amount of 
work actually done in such a yard as this was 
obviously very much greater than that done 


the eoiLst ruction of vessels on evc‘U keels 
resting on piers built parallel to the water 
front. The ships were consequently launched 
siileways, a practice which was adopted from 
that always in vogue on the (beat Lakes 
and was followed in some of the other new 
yards. At Gloucester, on July 4, 1918, tlx* 
steamer Iiulianapolis, of 1 2,00(1 tons deadweight, 
was launche<l sideways, this being nmeh the 
largest vessel which had, until then, been 
lauiiehed in this way. 

ShipbuiUling liad long been cairied out on tlu 
Delaware Riv’er. The Harlan plant at W'il- 
inington, a few miles from Philadelphia, 
originally owned by Mes.srs. Harlan and 




LIFTING INTO POSITION A LAR(»K FABRICATED SECTION OF A STEAMER. 

Holliii^swortli, and (*()iitroll»‘(l ))y tin* inm upon wlioin tho inoiu'liant sliiplaiiMorM 

Dothlohoin Sliip})uil(iin^ (\)rporation, a had to roly in tht‘ ^^ivat d(‘V(‘loprnout of 

sidiary of tlu^ Hot lilchoin Stc'cl ( \)rporat ion, l>uiiding. In tho (hdf ports \\(‘r»‘ yards wlu'ro 

claiint'd to hav(5 l)uilt in lS4Ii tin* first scrow woodcai ships \vor(‘ licin^ built. At N(‘\v N'ork 

sloanior in tln' 1. nitcd States. In the heart then* \V(‘re se\(‘ral eoiiipanies doiii^ ii;oor| woi’U, 

of the eity of Philadelphia tln'ie liad loii^ b<*en notably the X(*\\ biiiidi Shipyards (Ine.), whose 

establislied the plant of the William (’I’amp first ship, tin* Newburgh, was lannelied on 

Shipbuildiinr ('ompany, w liieh y»‘ars a^o built l.aboiir l)ay» ItHS, in lla* prest nee of Colonel 

the Atlantie liners St. Louis and St. Caul, Roosevelt, who sei/.«*d the oeeasion to make a 

and many othei* \v(*ll-know'n .\ineiiean vess'*ls, stirrinji patriotic speech, tlr- Sb\l< ii Lland 

sueh us th(? Atlantie liners Kroo?dan<l and Shif>buildin^' Company, and the Payli's Ship- 

Finland, and lli(» Paeilie linei’s (lr(*at Northern yards. 

and Xortlu’rn Paeifie.^ It built a lai'^e numbei* North of N<*w' ^'o!•k, in Massiielmset 1 wa'*^ 

of de.stroyers and some men*hant ships during theohl establislu'd Fore P»i\er yard, at Quira y, 

the war, and eai’ned a, reputation fnr hiuh- of the ih*thlehem Shipbiiildin;j: ( 'oi-porat ion, 

class work. In view of all its developments one of I hi* laivest complete plants in I In* Cnited 

the Delaware ber*ame known as the “Clyde* of Slates, which concent rat»*d mainly on the 

North America.” (*ons«ruetion <>f warships. Kvleieive <level«ip- 

South of Philad(*lphia was the fine plant of nH*nts oc<*urrc«| t here during l la* war, t he labrau* 

the Haltimori? Dry Dock and Shi|)buildin^^ force rising from L<;()0 to lti,i)0(> men. In 

Company, at Baltimore, and at Newport addition, the .Mana^jennnt provided (i.bott 

News the old established yard of the Newport men t(» work the new (iovernmenf Naval 

Nt'vvs Shi{)buildin^' Company^ It was at the Shipyard at Scjiiantmn. in if^ way there was 

latter city' that a school was first starte<l for i oth njit more remarkable in the Cniff*il 

the training; of mechanics wh<i were subNc- States than tin* Sipiantiim plant, which was 

quently to become instruetors of tht» unskill«*d built on land that on October h, PHT, was 
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uiultu’ wuUm*. ft must bu suflicierit to record 
jiow that tfic “ lay-out ” was consi(lere<J by 
experts to rcpro.soiit tlioii the last word in ship- 
))uilding, or, rather, siiif) manufacture, and to 
rival, or, in (he opinion of soun\ to eclipse, as 
an (example of skilful organization, the extra- 
ordinary plant laid down by Mr. Henry Ford at 
Oelroit f(»r the construction of submarine 
cluisers. 'Tlu' (Jeiieral Manager of both the 
large Fore Uiver [)lant at Quincy and (he 
S(pian(uTn plant was Mr. S. \V. Wakeman. 

\Vful(‘, however, much fine woik was done 
on the Atlantic coast and there were many 
remarkabk^ individual performance's, it was 
]a'rha])s (ht' Facifie coast tjuilders who, as a 
body, most distinguished thems<‘lves during the 
strenuous summer of 1918, wIumi all the com- 
])anies were being iirgc'd to [)r<Khic(^ tlmir utmost 
and so la»lp win the war. Fv(*rywhere tlu' 
Shipping Hoanl authorities preached that a sh p 
])roducetl at once was worth many ships delivc'red 
a year h<Mu*e, and, in delivering ships rapidly, 
the J*aciti<‘ coast un<loubt<Hlly set tlu* pace. 
'Phe \V<‘stcrn builders, both those engaged on 
stt'cl and woodt'ii v<*ssels, carried off tin* majority 
of the pennants which were intnxlueetl by 
Mr. S<*hwab as ])art of his scheme for stimulating 
enthusiasm and friendly rivalry. The pace st*t 
by tlu* buildiM’s on the Far W'est seemed at fii*st 
all the mort' praiscavorthy since the Atlantic 
yards were eompaj*ativ«'ly close to the great 
steel mills, wht'reas the Wt'stern yartls were 
separateil fnau these works by some 3,000 
miles, in\'t>Iving a railway journey of at least a 
wet'k. Yet, this ap[mrently obvious advantage 
was offset, to some extent, at any rate, by the 
fact that the journey from the steel mills to the 
Atlantic coast was sometimes a broken one, the 
change of railway being a cause of delay, whili* 


THE AMES SHIPBUILDING AND 

steel could be loaded from the Chicago and 
other steel districts direct to the great cities ot 
San Francisco and Seattle. 

The securing of sufificitint steel was one of the 
chief difficulties with wdiicli the .shi[)yard 
managers luirl to contend, and it was not at all 
surprisiixg, in view of the almost sudilen atal 
extraordinarily heavy demand for steel ship-pla((‘s 
front the shipyards in all parts of tln' country, 
that it should bci so. Few of the steel mills had, 
before the great shipbiiilding schoin*^ was put in 
mo! ion, been rolling ship-plates, and their 
machinc'ry had, accordingly, to be adapted to the 
new cotiditions. This itself took time. More- 
ovt'r, while no ste(*l was permitted to be used in 
the construction of buildings, exce[)t of couise 
for those which w’oro considerc'd essential by 
the (lovernment authoriti<‘s, th(‘ demand for 
steel for munitions of war was vci-y lieavy, and. 
further, in th<; summer of 1918 it was found that 
the railways, wdiich w’ert^ performing vital 
transport services, werc^ in nc'cd of larger cpian- 
tities for n‘placing dcderioiated rails. Tlu* 
shipyard managers attached so much importance 
to obtaining suflicient steel supplies that maii\' 
of them arrangetl for theij* own representa- 
tives to bt* ])iesent at the rolling mills and do 
everything ]>ossible to expedite the consignment 
of plates and sliapes to the. yards, thousands of 
miles aw*iy, w hich wcmc anxiously aw’aiting them. 

It may be .said, gt'iierally, that the actual 
construction of the new yards w’as the least of 
the ])roblems of the shipb\iilding ofliicials. In 
some of the yards everything was available 
exce])t steel and engines. SometiiiU's vessels on 
the ways would be found in an uncompleted 
stage with the riveting gangs idle and tin* 
managers figuratively stamping their fc'et with 
impatience because the stc^^l was not being 
delivered in suflicient quantitif*s. This wa^^ 
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DRY DOCK COMPANY’S YARD AT SEATTLE. 


undoubtedly duo, partly al least, to the tn*ineu- 
iloiis pace at which tlie men were workinu. 
The whole of the coast st^'ined to he 

aflame with zeal, which mi^ant that the huildtMs 
were far more hungry for steel tluin if circum- 
stances had permitted them to ]jr(H*ee(l with 
their work in a cool, kMsvjrely way. It should 
bo said, however, that whiMuwer tlie chi(*f 
oflicials of the Kmergency Kkn't Corporation 
went and heard that steel was not being 
<lelivcrtH.l in siifliciently large (juantities to 
satisfy the eneigy of tlie workers they did tlu'ir 
utmost to liasten (k'liveries. In certainly one 
case on the J’acific (;oast. Mi*. Schwab, on luMiring 
during his tour that the l)uilders W(‘r<‘ waiting 
for steel, immediately t<'!egraphed to tlie Kast 
for consignments t-o ])e forwarded at once by 
express train, to the immense satisfaction of all 
c oncerned in tht; shipyard. .All th<* more credit, 
was due to the Pacifle coast yards because they 
were able, in spite of th<‘ (^verwlielming demand 
for steel, to produce so mu<*h toniiagi* within s<) 
short a spac.*e of time. In one instance, the 
oflicials of a company which was earning foi- 
itself a fine name for rapid |)roduction or<lere«l 
by Uik^gram .six hundred railway ti'iK*ks to be* 
bouglit rather than, as tlie alternatix'c, allow 
its supplies to be delayed at the steed centn^s. 

Climate was a strong ally f)f the Pacific et)ast 
builders. Ft has already been shown how work 
in the great new .shipbuilding plants on the 
Atlantic coast wa-; dtdayed by th<‘ terribly 
severe weather t)f (he* wintcM* of IfllS. Such 
oonditions wert^ unknf)wn on the Pacific, coast. 
TFiere was, for c*xample, little, variation belw«*e!i 
the pleasant coot weatht^r of suinmca* and wint»*r 
at San Francisco. I'he winter })rought a certain 
amount of rain, but hanlly ever in suflicient 
•quantities to hinder work for an hour, while in 
the summer rnontlis rain was (juite unknown. 


So hard put to it were' tiu' people of San Fran<*isco 
to find a cause for the usual popular grutnbU* 
at tlie weatlu'r that 1 ht*y were disposal to nuiki^ 
a victim of a “ high fog," which riMideri'd misty 
parts of th<^ magnilieeiit harbour in the tairly 
morning but, ilriving in from tiu' st'a, performcMl 
the' most valuabk' st'rvict* of dnaKdiing the c*ity 
daily with ozone and kec'ping it fn*sh a.nd 
lundtliy. In Southt*rn California bad weath(*r 
was such a n<‘gligible factor that the only 
protection against, tlu' eUaiaaits in sonu' 
of tlai sliipyards was a roof to the machine 
and boili'r shops to protect thi' nu'chanics 
from thc‘ burning rays of the brilliant 
sun. “ Ihiildings " e(|uipp(Ml with tin* latent, 
machiiu'ry but without walls would, at first, 
strike tlie visitor as iiHMimplidi*, but after he 
had spent a day or two in the balmy southern 
atmospheiH' tiny seianed thf» most natuial thing 
in the* woi’ld. riay looki'd just as natural as 
the beautiful littlc' homes, uith gard<‘iis ablaze 
with luxuriant and vi\’id cok)ui<*d flowers, in 
which th(‘ workmen lived. The visitor <*ouM not, 
fail to woihIi’I* if shipbuilding <*ould be carried 
on inidc'r healthier or more' coiigiaiial living 
conditions. 'riiere was Ihm’o no cramping of 
buildings togi'ther, no nai*row sfri'cts, no dirt, 
but lai’ge expanses of land bordering a. blue sea, 
under an azure sky, on which building berths 
and the ac'companying (^cpiipnaMit of tin' most 
modern chaiacter had Ix’en erectisj, whik' 
wit hin easy n‘ac‘h of th<' plant \\'<*ri* t he at t ract i vi' 
lanises wlx're the families lived in etaiifort, 
little disturbed by the fuiious (‘lashings of 
peoph's in lOurope, <),Of>fl miles away across a 
vast (‘ontiiaait and ocean. It was no wondia' 
that th(' authorities found the jiace w'as always 
acceka-ateil aft(*r the visits of tlui stirring 
speakers sent by the Shifiping Hoard to empFia- 
size the urgent ikhhI of rapid construction iu 


278 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


view of what was happening on the oceans and 
the battlofielfls of Europe, Nor should it be 
forgotten that the creation of the great army 
of the United States and the rapid dispatch of 
the troops overseas during the sunirner and 
autumn months of 1918 was a most powerful 
incentive to maximum effort. Nothing really 
ai)poaled to thc^ shij>yard w'orkt^rs so strongly 
as the thought that they were directly provkling 



LOWHRINO THK KERL PLATE OF THE 
ECLIPSE AS THE DEFIANCE LEFT 
THE WAYS. 

th(^ means of fettling and sueeouring their 
“ boys across th«* st^a. T«>iiiiage was needtMl to 
fetnl their sous and brothers, and the knowledge 
that tht'ir best labour was urgi'utly wantt'd to 
j)rovitle (his tonnage st‘t a spirit burning uithiii 
tJiein which eiiabli'd them, although far away 
from th<» turuKiil, to tackle their daily task with 
i*xct'pti<aial and inspired tauagy and strength. 

Wf'st Coast laithusiasin seemed to find its 
utmost (‘Xpression at San Francisco on Indepen- 
dt‘uei> Day, duly 4, 1918. At ^Ir, Hurley’s 
suggi'st ion, a uniipit' effort was made to launch 
the gi't'atest ])ossibli' number of ships on 
that day throughout the United States, 
ihi' principle being that the launching 
of no ships should be deferivd in order 
to make an extraordinary ilemonst ration, 
but that the construction of all ships approach- 


ing the launching stage should be expedited. 
In all 95 ships were launched at United States 
ports, of which 42 were steel ships and 53 w^ore 
w'ooilen steamers. The contribution of Sail 
Francisco to this total w^as 17 vessels, 
and no doubt it was the magnitude of this 
effort which determined Mr. Schw’ab to spen<l 
the day in that city. There was no shipbuikL 
ing centre in the United States wdiich would 
not have welcomed him wanuly as the visitor 
of honour at the proceedings, for every port 
was striving its utmost to launch the greatest 
possible number of ships. Mr. Schw^ab and 
his party arrived at San Francisco from 
Chicago on July 2, and on the following <lay 
made a rapid tour of the yards in advance of 
the great ceremonies of July 4. Of the 17 
vessels launched 14 W'l're witnessed at close 
(juarters by the Director-Ccneral and his jiarty, 
an accomplishment wdiich w^as only made 
fiossible by the liberal use of motor-cars and 
motor launches, since the vessels were sent into 
the w’ater at iliffcrent }iarts of the great San 
Francisco Bay ami at various hours from early 
morning until late in thi‘ c'V’cning. Of these 
17 ships, 12 weri^ launched at the three plants 
of the Ikdhlehem Shipliuilding Corporation, 
known as the Fotrero, Hisilon and Alameda 
\\\>rks. These yards wis’c umku* the managt*- 
iiieiit of Mr. “Jot'” Tynan, a man of strong 
personality aftiu* Mr. S(diwab's own hc^art, who 
w’iis able to inspire everyone working with him 
with the utmost loyalty and enthusiasm. The 
patriotic decoration of tht‘ yards for the gieat 
launcliiiuz ceremony afid the obvdous pri<le of 
tilt* na*n in what they liad accomplisht'd, wt*n* 
not to be forgotten by any who had (‘xperienct* 
of tht*m. Each slipway had btsai gaily hung 
with Hags by the men themselvt's, and in 
soint* instances lai’gt* poetical ins(*ript ions, 
comjM>setl by the workers, wert' tlisplayetl. 
At It) a m. on July 4 tla* steaimu- Deliaiict*, 
of 12,000 tons deadweight, was lauched at 
till' Alametia plant by .Mrs. Schwab ainitl 
the playing of bands, tht* hooting and 
screeching of syrens, and t*\'t*ry other sign 
of joyous celebration, and was folknved into 
the wati'r at intervals of a few^ minutes by th<* 
sisti'r shi])s Uhnllengi'i*, Independence and 
N'ictorious all good ol<l English names. Th<» 
Dcfianct* had been built v\4thin 38 calendar 
days, and befort* the launching Mr. Schwab 
aimounctsl to the assembled thousamls that 
this ptafonnance had been compared by tlu' 
chief of the Bureau of Nav’al Construction at 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


279 



PATTERN SHOP. MOORE SHIPBUILDING COMPANY'S SHIPYARD, OAKLAND, 

CALIFORNIA. 


AVasliiiiKtoii with tlu* const riiot ion, already 
d(‘sc*ribe(l, of the d'uekahoe, of A, 500 tons 
fleadvvei^lit, on the l)elawai'<^ river. Th<< 
vcM'diet was that, after an analysis of the two 
ease.s on thf‘ basis of the tons of ste('l fabrieattMl 
into the ships each flay, the building of tin* 
Defiance was a better ])erforinanee by 30 per 
cent. Naturally, th<^ only value of such a 
comparison lay in its eontribntifjn to the 
furthering of the friendly eonipetit ivt^ spirit, 
and it was with this idea that the compai'ison 
was made. A specially dramatic! incident in 
the launching at the Alameda ])lant was the* 
lowering of the keel plate oi a n<!W' vc^ssel on 
eacfh way befcire the ways had barely bcnai 
vacated. As each great hull, bearing the flags 
of the United States and the Allied countries, 
with streamers flying and confetti ]>ouring 
from the hawse pipers, and with its <!r<!W^ eheua-- 
ing in the bows, sli<l smoothly into the Hay, 
a keel plate, draped with “ Old Glory,” was to 
bo seen being lowerc‘d by a crane on to the 
building berth. This was no mere spectacular 
piece of bluff By the ev’cning of July 4 the 
vertical keel of the Invincible, one* of the 

f 

succeeding ships, was in position, and on 
the following day the first rivet was driven 


By July 8 all the flexors ha»l bc*<*n put in position 
and the first platc! lai<l on the lank top. Hy 
July 12 the frames aft and the aflc*r ])i*nk 
bulkhead w^cm’g c«.)ni])kd-c'<l, and so on, until 
August 4, when thc^ vc'sscd was suecivssfully 
launchc^d an<l was suc’cuMxled in turn by anoth(‘r. 
In the result tlu^ lnv'ineil)k*, a cargo vessc‘1 of 
12, (too tons dc^ad weight, with a kaigth of 
457 ft. 0 in. overall, a beam of 5ti fec't and a 
ck»pth of 38 fcM!t, w'as built within 24 actual 
working days from the date of the kt'cl laying. 
During thc! plating of the vessc‘1 more' than 137 
tcais of steed w<!r<! fabricated into t h(! shij) daily, 
and about 40,000 riveds a *lay were <lriven. 
With such a spirit ])r(!vailing among all ranks 
as cau.se<l these f(‘ats to be. ac!hicv<‘<l, it was 
no w'onder that attainments repn*scnting extra- 
ordijiarily rapi<l work b(‘f‘ame rpnt(‘ common 
on IIh! Pacific coast. 

Not satisfied with its <-iirrcnt ]»rogramme, 
which providcsl for the (;onstru(!tion of ships 
at San Francisco valui!il at 8350,000,000 
(£70J)00.000), the Hethlchem Shipbuilding 
(.\>rporation was planning furtln'r d<!velopm(‘nts 
in its plants (jji the Hay. Plans wi*re f)repared 
for the construction of a ikiw Government yard 
at Alameda estimated to ef)st 820,000,000 



THE SOUTH WESTERN SHIPBUILDING COMPANY’S YARD AT LOS ANGELES. 

The photographs show (Ij the site, photographed on April 3. 1*^18, (2) the progress made by May 16, and (3) the plant at work in September, 1918. 
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(£■1,000,000), to be managetl by the oorjxmition. 
It wa-i oxpoc*t(Ml that 30 largo vc\ssols of tlu* 
transport type would at first be built at tb ' 
new plant, each costing between S3,o00,00(> 
(€700,000) aiul .S4,000,()00 (€800,000), but after 
tlio eouclusion of the arinistiee tliis scheme was 
dropped. Nevertheless, important though its 
position was in shipbuilding at the port, the cor- 
poral itin bad by no means a monopoly of (iiu‘ 
yards and equipment and cut husin'-UK ()iu» of 
the leading yards in the Tnited State's at the* 
time was the Moore Sbiphciilding (Vanpany, of 
Oakland, facing the city of San Krancis(*o, across 
the Bay. The' plant of tliis company was ex- 
tensively de\'eloped during 1917 and 1918. 
Within 10 months, lOsttM*! vc'ssc'Is, rc'presenting 
about 92,400 tons, werc^ launehc'd. 'Two bc'rths 
were being addc'd which wo\il<| give tlit‘ com- 
pany a total of 10 building- ways, The' (‘ontribu- 
tion of this ecanpany to the' celebration of 
July 4, 1918, was thive* refrige'rated steamc'rs of 
9,400 tons e'aeh — viz., the* ^’amhill, ^’aepiina and 
(iuimba. 4110 conqamy had previously dis- 
f ingeiishc'd itseJf by double* and triple launehings. 
but Mr. (Jeorge A. Arme*s, the pre*side*nt. 
siibse'quc'iitly pointe*d out- that the*re* shoulel be* 
a limit to the e*xte*nt to which the*s(' e*rforts 
wei’c made-, am I that the're* was a good de*al to 
be^ said for laune'liing at re*gular inte‘i*vals. 
44ic com])any"s programme providc'd for the* 
comple'tion of at le'ast 30 ships a ye*ar. It was 
kfiown to hold e*ontrae*ts for 52 v(*sse*ls, 
iiu’luding three cargo ve*sse*|s of 3,100 tons, 3(i 
e>f 9,400 tons, and 13 oil tank ve*sse*|s of 10,000 
tons. Tn 1918 Mr. lloliert S. Moore*, who had 
hael a dist inguishe^d e*ngine*e'ring care*(*r, r'e*signeMl 
the* pre*sidency of the* e*ompany and be'c'ame* 
(’hairman of the^ Thiard, while liis two brothers, 
Andrenv and .Joseph .A. Aloore*, leeiig a.'^soe*iated 
with the* undertaking, wliie*li was originally 
known as the* Moore and Se*otl Shipbuilding 
( ompany, e*ontimied to take* an active part in 
t he* mamage'inent. 

An inte*re*sting new plaint 10 mil(‘s south ol 
Sam Fnincisce), with four slipwaiys, was built 
by Me'ssr.s. Schaiw'-Baetchcr cV: Co., whe*re 
vesse*ls wnre* being eonstiucte*(l on even keels 
to be launched side‘W'aiys. In this waey the* 
steel steami*!’ Nantaluilai, caf 8,800 tons, was 
lawinched em .July 4, this be*ing the* only lamneh 
of the kind on thcj: J'aieific coaist on t halt day. 
t)n .July 4 the steamf'r Major Whe<*le‘r, <»f 
.5,.500 tons, the first vessel to be built by tlie* 
Hanlon Dry FJoek & Shipbuilding Company, was 
sucee*ssfully launched. The firm had thc*n four 


building-w*ays exanplc'ted, amd e<aite‘mpI:Ue*d 
big developments. Work was proce'cding on 
four ve'sse'is, each eaf 9,000 tons eU'aldwe'ight , alt 
I he^ Pacifie* Coaist Shipbuilding Compainy s ne*\v 
yard ait Suisun Haiy, while elrcMlging ope'rations 
were* jiroe*eH*ding for the* const ruct ion of two 
ne'w yairds to be* w'orke'd by the* Cnion Con- 
structieai Company aiul tlu* PairrMe-Cormaick 
CompaUiy. I‘]alch of the*se» yairels wiis In haW’e* 
four slipwaiys amd was to c*one*e‘nl raitc on tlu* 
builtling of ste‘i*I sti‘aimc*i*s of 9,400 t«>ns ele'ad- 
we*ight. .\m|)le‘ e\ ide'nce* e*xiste*d, the*n*fore*, 
tliat the* e'lithusiaism of the* pe'eiple* e>f Sam 
Fi‘anc*isce) was being translavte'el into aie*tion. 



MK. J. i\ DUTHIE. 

Head of .1. F. Duthie & Co., of Seattle. 


In the* e*ity of Ke*elwe>oel, iH*air Sam l*'iame*ise*e >, 
I he*re* wais built the* faiinems e)e*e*an-geang fe*rre»- 
e*oncre*te* ship Kaith, e>f l.-'aUO Ions, whose^ 
e*aii-e*e*r w aes folle>we*d \\ it h the ele‘e-pe-s| iiite‘re\st 
by shipping rne'u thi’ougheaut the* wen-M. She* 
wais am ungaiiidy leaoking e*raift, but fi’om he*r 
e*airly \'e)yaige*s on the* l'aie*itie* e*e)aest gaive* |)romis(* 
e»f be»ing se*r\'ie*e*alb|e*, e*spe*e*iadly eluiing the* lime* 
of e*me*r-ge*ne*y. 4'he* buile|e*rs helel coiitraie'ts 
freim the* ( h>ve*rnme‘nt fear the* e*euisl met ion e>f 
e*ight fe*rre>-e*one*re*t e* ships, eaf 7,501) tons de*aie|- 
w'e*ight , line I se*e*ure*e| aiut luaity tea I am hi a numbe-r 
of ve*sse*ls on lhe*ii* eawn aie*e*ouiit. 

In Soul he*rn ( 'adifeu-niai the* husin<‘ss me‘n eaf 
Los Ange*le*s e*nte*re*d lu*airtily iiitea the* spirit e>f 
the* time*. ,\ fine* yairel uais lau’d out by the* 
Seaith \\'e*ste*ru Shipbuile ling Ceunpamy ait 
Sam Pe'elre), the* weaiks mamaiger being .Mr, 
David Hollyweaod, who had se*r\'cel his aippre*n- 
ti<*e*ship with .Me'ssrs. Ifarlamel & Wolff, at 
Belfast. 'Fhe* chie*f hull draughtsmaui amd the* 
fejreinan joine’i* ailsea came* from Me*ssrs. Harlamel 
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& WfilfT’s, thf naval arcliit<.*ct aial 

s!if)C*riiit<*iicleiit lunl workc'd at Messrs. W'orU- 
jiian, Clark & Co.’s J3clfast ynnl. It was by no 
nn-ans urKMiunnon io find im^n o<*i.-u|>yinf.c 
important positions in flic^ American yards who 
had li‘ai ned theii* hiisinc^ss in < h ea< Hrit.iin. 
'rhis was s|)eeially true of the Ciieilie, Coast, 
which eiaiincfl that its a<l\ ant a;j^es <»f <'limat<^ 
and living eonditi<»ns diew to it ;ind 

retairifsl a finc^ type of worker, ddie South- 
Western yard was luiuinally lai<l out with 
six l)uildin^ ways, and two inort* W(‘i'(‘ a<lde<{ 
later. d'}a‘ work of pr<‘par*inj' th(‘ ^r*oiind 
for* the plant was startrsl on April 
ItM S, and the first k<‘el was laid on tlie 
following' duly 1. d'h(‘r<‘ wer-e four slipw*ays 


arranged for the construction in tin* rlistriet 
durinjj: the* (*nsuin^ ei^ht inouths, of oO ship> 
at a <*ost of S10<k000,000 (€20,000,000), and 
that, if the* faciliti(*s of the yai’ds coul<l In* 
increased sufhtie'ntly, the Cov<*innrcnt wa>s 
pre*pared to pla<*e contracts for elortbh* that 
amount. Still farther south, the city of 
San Diego, to whicli shipbuilding was an 
entirc'ly new iridusti*y, was ar*r*anging *to (*on- 
eentiate on tin* c*onst riret ion of eoner’ete 
vessels. 

St‘attk*, t(» the* nf>rth e)f Sem Fr*ancise*o, in the* 
State* of Washington, soon earned a remarkable* 
|•e‘])utat ion of its own for reipid cernst ruction. 
\*ei*y gre*at ele*v(‘le)pnu*nts eK*euiT*etl there. In 
J)e'C(*mbe*r, 101 (», the* eit;^* e*e)uld claim three* 



TIIF LAlINCHINti SIDHWAVS OF TUF STHAMKK NAN FHALA 
At M esNrs. Schaw-Hatcher's yard at South San Francisco on Independence Day, lOlS. 


at the* line* ne*w yeir'd erf the* Los Arige*le*s Ship- 
buileling iV Dry Dea-k Corujnmy, w he*r’e* the* 
weirk erf brrileling t he* plant starte*el in duly, 1017. 
anel fertir at flier plant erf the* Lerng lk*ae*h 
Shipbnile I ing ('ompany the* emly shipbuilding 
e*one*e*iti in the* rcighberurhoerd in e‘\iste*ne*e' 
be*ferre' the* war*, ddii'n w he*n Lers Ange*le*s 
ele‘e*iele*el to add shipbuiKling ter ils erthe*r 
inelust r ie's erf fruit gi'ow ing atiel canning, t he* 
manui‘ae*l lir e* of e*ine‘mat e rgr aph pie*tur‘e*s. anel 
the* e*nt e'ltaimne'iit ot \i>itors, the* shipyarel 
w jis |•e*snseitale'el. All the* \<'s>e*ls ter be* built 
in the* elisiriet w e*re* erf S.SOI) te»n> e h*ae K\ e*ight , 
anel it was e*st iinatt*el that erne* ship wernlel be 
e le'li\ e'le’e 1 e'\ e*r\' thie*e* months, which me*ant a 
tertal eaitput for the* 12 niernths freriil the* III 
buileling w ays erf trt ships. During the* visit 
of the* chie*f erlVu'iiiN of the l‘a ne*rge*i ie'\' h'le*e*t 
Ceriperrat ierii ill »luly, lots, the* steite*me*nt was 
iiiaele* that contrae*!,*^ had lre*e‘n eh*linite*lv 


ste*e‘l shipbuilding plants w it h nine* buikling w ays 
anel twer wererele*n shipbuilding [riants with fi\ e* 
building ways, a tertal erf five* ]rliints arnl It 
ways. In .luly, 1 0 1 S, li\ e* ste*e*l shipbuilding 
plants weaer in e*xiste*ne*e*, while* the* list erf 
buileling ways had bt*e*n raise*d ter 20. The* 
nunibe*r erf w eroele*n shipyarels had be*e‘n ine*re*ase'd 
ter KL anel the* ti\'e‘ ways ter 4.“), making a tertal 
erf IS plants and tr.7 ways. Six mem* weiys ferr 
ste*e*l ships anel three* fen* wererel we*re* un(!e*r 
ceriist i-ue*t ion. 'The* iiumlre*!- erf me*n emfrlerye*d 
in the* plants rerse* fremi (r.fOtl in P.Hlr ter Sl,00t> 
in lOlS, while the* \aliie* erf the* cerntracts 
ine*re*ast*il fremi S42,000,000 (€S, 400,000) ter 

,s2a0,000.000 (€.■>0,000,000) in the* same* 

pe*riere I. 

ddie* le*aehng persitiern at vSe*attle*, as re*gareb' 
si/.e* erf yards anel erutput, was he'lel by Messrs. 
Skinne*r cV" I'alely. d’he* grerunel erf ther site* of 
tht'ir erriginal yarel was brerkt*n erii February 14, 
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A NOTAHLK (JROIJP AT SHATTLK. 

*^avid Rodgers (General Manager of the Skinner A Hddv Comptiuv), 
Mr. Skinner, and Captain RIaine (representative of the Shipping Hoard on the Pacific North-West). 


MM(i, 111(1 l)(‘t\v(M‘n tlu'ii jind XovtMnhci-, P.IIS, 
:M) stcaiiKM-s of S,S(M) tons ( Iojk I w ciulit . and f Iihm* 
oil-tank st('ani(i‘.s of IHJMHi t<»ns d(‘adu 4 ‘i^ht 
\v('r(‘ hnilt and d(‘liv('i(‘d. Dminu tlit‘ vnai 
niid('d August last l,o27 nuai wrvr cmiiloMMl. 
and tilt* a\'(‘f'aLr(‘ production per* man was on** 
ci^fit h per ton (h'adwt'i^lil ptM- da> , or the (M|ni- 
Aah'iit ot toils per xcai*. 'Tlic niana^tainait 

cst in la t cd t luit , assm n in^ 1 1 ic a \ c» ajj;c nun ii)(*r of 
iMt*n t‘inploy(‘d din ing t lu* \car tMidcd Auj^ust. 
IHIS. in the shipyards of tlic Tnitcd States liad 
l)e(‘n L»:»0,00P, and tliat t lu* product ion of all the 
yards liatl ht'(*n at tht* same I'att* as their own. 
tiu* total output of toima^t* would have l>een 
about ll.uab.OOh tons d(‘ad\V(‘i^rht . d'he 
jnana^(‘ment delib(‘i‘at(‘l\ set itself out to 
r(*due(* tin* time taken tor the building of tin* 
ships, and deser\(*d \ ei y ^reat ei’edit ha- what, 
it did. On May 2, MM (I, the first kiv*! was laid, 
and (ai Si'ptember iM , MM ti, tile liist \css(‘| 
was launched. (Jradually the lime taken 

t < a* th(* iunhhn^ iil the ships wjis re(hie(‘d 
until the linn was able t" slat(* in the late 
summer of MM S that the lime taken to brinu 
its last It t ships to I Ik* la unehin^ si ai;e had been 
reduced f(» .>.> da\s, while the a\4*ra|i:e lime for 
fitting out had been «»nly 22 da\s. 'These 

avt*rajz(‘s the e«.mpanN- (*asily l>eat later in 
individual eas(‘s. As from .lime I, MM H, I he 
company took oxer the mana^(‘m(‘nt of the 
S(‘attle ( 'oust met ion .V 1 )rx Dock ('(aiipanv, 
an(| on .lulx' f om* xcssel was launeiied, tin* 
W (*sl <Iand>o, from lhe<a i^unal Skinner A hKldy 
plant and (an* friau the plant of xvhieh <iailrid 
had been aefphri“d. Tin* W'e-t (iambo xNas 
(piiekly eoinpk'tf'd and was eommissioiiet I «ai 
July 2<k or 1 4 workinu: daxs after* the launehine:. 
Anothi*!' x(•S'^(‘l lauiielK'd irom the Skinner tV 
Kddy plant on July 17, the \\ ( st (edfamka, 
was eommission(‘d on August It), (a- 2t) working 
(.lays after the daf(* ot launehin^. U'he e(an[>iiny 


xvas tort unate in s(*eurine as manager Mr. 
I>axid lb)dec*r s, a riatix t* of ( 'arriekfureus, x\ ho 
"'oon a(‘(pm-(‘d a reputataai thr(ai^hout ihi* 
I nited Stales lor shipyard i nanaet^ iK'iit . lb* 
intro(lu(‘(*d on I Ik* slipwax s a(*rial eonx(‘yors. 
which xv(‘r(‘ built ol I Ik* ]>l(‘ntiful I )oue|as T'ir 
and wer(* haind x ('i x’ (*nieienl for 1 ransport in;^ 
mat(‘rial, and Ik* also employ(‘d a numb(‘r of 
inL!j(‘nious lalroui -sax ine (li‘\ ices, in(*hidine a, 
n(*xv searphini^ ma(*hin(*. lb* reei*ixi*d a ^old 
watch trom Mr. S(*hwab, “in appr(‘eiat ion (*f 
his s(‘rx ie(‘s to his count rx, ’ and in August, 
MMS, x\as i*on^i'at iilat (*d on his success by 
Mr(‘sident. Wilson at the White lb»use. 'I’Ik* 
company's ])ro^ramme xx as to d(‘lix’er IJJMM) 
tons d(‘adwei^ht p(*r slipway in M.MS. Muring 
lh(* summer months of that yi'ar it was 
delix'crin^j^ X(*ss(*ls to t Ik* l‘a uer; 4 (*ney T’k'ct 
( ‘orpor-at ion at IIk^ rale ot three ex(*r> 

tour W('eks. Including" t Ik* plant of the 
S(‘altl(^ ( 'oust riK't ion iV Dry Dock ( 'oiu 

jiaiiy, ,M(*ssi's. Skinner iV TkIiIx’ had axailabk* 
It> buiIdinj..C ways and emplox’ed 12.otMl 
m(‘n. 

()th(‘r important xukU at Seattle weri* tlK^-.<‘ 
owned by .M(*ssrs. J. T'. Dutliie A ( O. and the 
Ames Shi))buildin^^ A. Dry Do<k Companx 
W'ork on IIk* sand dunes xx here tin* Duthie 
yai'd xxas to be creeled wa-< started (Ui .\uJ.^u^t, 
27, MMti, and pist. ox'(*r a year lat(*i-, on Sep- 
t(*mber 1, M.M 7, tin* lit>f x es-,el built at the 
(ilanf xxas launched. ( )n Jamiary 22. MMS. .^Ik* 
xxas delixK'i'ed to 1 Ik* l‘]me*eeiie\' T'leet (\»rpo- 
rat ion. .\lti*i‘ this he^nuun;/ the tiine tak(‘n 
lor buildim; and dehx < rmj,' 1 he ^liip- w a^ -teadily 
r« cl Jeed, and betwej.n Jaimai x' I and \(*xi iii- 
l»er 2, MMS. twelve \oe|-; o) S.-SiMl toil- d'iub 
'Xeij^hl were e* a 1 1 plet • f | . I he X a I'd (»rieinallv 
had four buildin:/ wax-, to wlueli tliree more 
xx'cn* athled, aral, betore the e\j>ansion, ^axaj 
oin[>l()ymenl to about .■»,0IH) men. TIk* eorpi). 
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PART OF THE SOUTH WESTERN SHIPBUILDING COMPANY'S YARD. 


nitidii (if J. K. Dutliie & Co. wiis organized in 
Ot*to>)(*r, 1911, with n capital stock of .$50,000 
(£10,000), vvhicli long remained at- that figure. 
On April IJl, 1918, Mr. J. F. Diithie acquired 
almost complete ownor.ship of the undertaking 
and full control. The firm was then known 
to hold coniracjts for 10 steamers of 8,800 tons 
deadweight, representing a vahi<» of approxi- 
mately $17,000,000 (£3,400,000). 

'Fhe ground for th(' sih' of the Ames Ship- 
building & Dry Dock (‘ompany which was to 
own an (‘xcellent and eomidete shipyard, was 
broken on Di'cember 10, 1910. Four ways 
w(Te built. Th(* k('el of the' first vessel, the 
Westerly, was laid on March 2, 1917. The 
vessel was launched on November 24, 1917, 
and was deliven'd on the following February 17. 
hike TiKwt of the other vessels built at Seattle, 
slie was of 8,800 tons dtnn Iweight, TTere again the 
t ime taken in construction was steadily redact'd. 

.‘\ magnificeut lanv yard was built for the 
'rodd Shipbuilding iK: Dry Dock Company at 
'racoma. Marly in March, 1917, the ground 
on which the yard was to Im* built was 20 feet 
under water. The layout of tlu' plant, which 


included a dry dock capable of accommodating 
a ve.s.sel of 12,000 tons, was admitted by experts 
to be admirable. At first there were four 
building ways, which were increased to six 
anti subsequently to eight. The keel of the 
lirst vessel, the Tacoma, was laid on September 
17, 1917 ; the first launching took place on 
March 28, 1918 — only just over a year after a 
start had been made with redeeming the land — 
and the first delivery on July 1 1, 1918. The 
area covered 105 acres, and an immense amount 
of filling work had to be done before the site 
was made suitable for the plant. The head of 
this undertaking was Mr. W. H. Todd, who 
was interested in a numbei* of other concerns 
and especially in repairing work at New York, 
wlu'ro l)is companies had teamed a name for 
very t>flicient and expeditious work. 

Nor could the steel shipyards of Portland, 
Oregon, overlooked in any review of ship- 
buihling in the T.^nit^'d Statt's. Some fini^ 
feat.s of reclaiming land wen* accomplished 
here. In the summer of 1918 the largt^ new 
plant of the (J..M. Stanilifer (Wistruction 
Company, covering 73 acri's in the neigh 



FOUR BUILDING BERTHS AT THE TODD PLANT AT TACOMA IN JULY, 1918. 
(Sec the photograph of the site on p. 254.) 
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bouring city of Vancouver, was being built. 
Work started on January 21, 1918, and in- 
volved the filling up of the banks of the river 
to an average of 15 feet. By July, 1918, there 
liad boon erected a complete shop 400 feet 
long by 400 foot broad, and a storehousti 
300 feet by 100 foot. The ]>late shop was 
described by British authorities as ono of the 
finest in the world. TJie first hole in the keel 
plat^ of the first vessel, of 9,800 t(ins, to In* 


in July, 1910, and within two yeais nine 
steamers of 8,800 tons deadweight w(‘r«' 
delivered. The first k<'el was laid at the wt»rks 
of the Albina Engiin^ and ^laehine Works t>n 
April 18, 1917, and between then and tht* 
middle* of July, 1918, fonr ships o. 3,500 tons 
deadweight weiv launeluHl from the four ways 
and were <leliveivd. Tin* steel shipbuilders of 
the Portland and Seattle <listriets ha<l the 
advantage of being brought togi'ther for mutual 



THK C:UAWb KEYS: FIRST DAY AFTER THE LAYING OF THE KEEI-. 


built there? punehed by Mr. Schwal> on 

July 13, 1918. TIu’ same kind of work, 

including dredging of tin? river and filling in of 
the land, had been earritul out in tin' <ase of 
other yards which were aln^ady at work. A 
fine record was achieved by the Columbia 
Kiver Shipbuilding Corporation. The work 
f>f reclaiming the land was started on 
December 1, 1916, and on March 31 following 
the keel of the first ship of 8,800 tons dead- 
weight was laid. With its three ways the 
company, between then and the inifldle of 
July, 1918, launched seven .st-eanK?rs and 
<lelivered .six. Two more slipways were then 
being added. Again, the first keel in the new 
yard of the Northw'est Steel Company was laid 


discussion and assistance in tin* .'\sso(‘iation <•! 
Nortli-western ShipbuiMers, a body whicli was 
ably presided nv^er by Mr. C. It. Hamilton. 

In the ])ro(lu(;tion of engines and ])oilers 
much good w'ork w^as done on the l*a,citic coa.-^t 
by the Willianadte Iron and Ste<*l Works id 
Portland, Oregon, an<l by the Llewellyn Iron- 
w’orks at. Los Angeles. 

The (l.M. Staiidifer Cnnstnict ion Corporation 
had originally eoiieent rat«*d on the laiilding of 
w'ooden stc'amers, an^l it (*ont rihuted as many 
as six wooden v'essels, repres(*nt ing 21,000 tons, 
tf) the great lanncliing demonstration of July 4, 
1918. The«se ves.scds were the Alvonia, Monte- 
ziiiiia, Umatilla, Melding, Mossabt'e, and Ben- 
zonia. The Paeitie eoast was, inde(*d, the 
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natural homo of the wooden 8hip. Wooden 
whips wore also built at the Gulf ports on the 
Atlantic coast, but this involved the transport 
of lumb€u* across the continent from the Pacific 
coast. Within a fcjw miles of the Western ports 
c^norrnous supplies of fine Douglas fir were 
available. The annual cut of the States of 
Oregon and Washington alone, for all purposes, 
was estiinatcMl at a value of approximatcily 
» 1 7.5,000,000 (£:i.5,000,000). Until the year 
1917 the Portland (Oregon) district ha<l built 
nothing larger than a small schooner typo of 
vessel, but wh(;n, in the spring of 1917, it was 
thought that use should bo made of tho extra- 
ordinarily fino facilities available, preparations 
for builfling a larger typo of vessel woro made, 
and on May 1, 1917, tho first keel was lakl. 13y 
tho Hummer of 1918 there wf‘ro 14 yards 
in existemeo iix tho neighbourhood, and 50 
vessels had b<i<^n launched since the work of 
constru<;l.ing tho plants was begun in tho 
previcjus year. With labour available and 
unlimited supplies of timber at hand very 
little time was ex[)ended iix tho construction of 
t Im^ yanis. Most of the vt'ssels built were known 
»is tho Perris type, and were of 3,500 tons, with 
a Icmgth of 281 foot. All burned coal, woro 
ilriven by re<*iprocal.ing engines, and, as a 
general rule, wca^e fitted with single scr<*ws. 
After the original ult‘a, fostered by Mr. DtMiman 
in tho early days of tho Unito<l Slates ship- 
building effort, of employing a vast iiumbca’ of 
wooden ships in the) Atlantic trade had been 
I'xploded, it was thought that tho vessels would 
bc! vtu’y suitable for coasting servie(\s and 
rt'lieving steel vesst'ls for ocean trade, Tt was 
w'ith this i<lea in mind that a largo wooden 
shipbuilding programme was continued. There 
was <linic;ulty in securing suftieient engines, 
whi<*h wert' supplied by, among other concerns 
on tht^ Pacific coast, the Astoria Marino Iron- 
wca-ks autl tho Pacific ^larino Ironworks, whilo 
other engiiu>s were brought from tho east, 
'riiis difficulty, no tloubt, explained largely 
why, in one yard on the Columbia Hivor in 
July, 1918, as many as 13 new wooden 
ships could bo seen berfhetl or waiting to bo 
fitted out. Kight wooden ships were being 
built on the ways in this yard, so, to tho 
observtM*, there scMMuetl to bo woiiden ships in 
every ilirection. 

Honoui-s for rapid pro<luction of woo<len 
ships in the summer of 1918 were secured by 
tho Grant Smith-Porter Shipbuilding (Com- 
pany, which was delivering ships complete 


within 92 days. Other yards producing 
wooden ships in the neighbourhood were the 
Foundation Company, engaged on work for tho 
French Government, with 10 ways, and tin* 
Peninsula and Coast Shipbuilding Companies, 
each with four ways. At the Supple-Ballin 
Shipbuilding Corporation’s yard on the Willa- 
mette River comiiosite vessels of 4,500 tons 
were being built, tho wood being reinforced 
with steed bracings. 

The Seattle and Tacoma districts were alst> 
busily occupied with wooden ships. At Tacoma 
there were yards owned by the Foundation 
Company, with 10 building ways ; the Tacoma 
Shipbuilding Company, with four ways ; the 
Seaborne (Jompany, with four ways ; Messrs. 
Rarbaro Brothers, with two ways ; and tho 
Wright shipyards, with four ways. As an 
t^xample of tho progress made in construc- 
tion, tho work of building Messrs. Wright’s 
yard was started on Aijril 1, 1918. On May 1 
following, tho first ship was launched, and tlii^ 
second, tliird and fourth ships followed on 
Juno 9, July 4 and August 20, 1918. This firm 
secured lumber from a largo mill at Ashford, 
50 miles in the interior, and had contracted 
with this particular mill for 10,000,000 board 
feet. The c«^nsumption of lumber by tho yards 
was large, for tho quantity of lumber required 
for each ship of the Ferris typo was about 
1,750,000 foot. 

Besides another wooden yard ovvuotl by the 
Grant Smith-Porter Shipbuilding Company, an 
exc^eptionally fino wooden yard was owned by 
tho Grays Harbour Motor Ship Corporation at 
Abercleen on tho Pacific coast, 140 miles 
south-west of Seattle. The ships built by tho 
latter company were known as tho Grays 
Harbour or Ward ty]ie, and w'ore designed by 
!Mr. M. K. Ward, the general mantigor of the 
Corporation, a man of 28 years. There wore 
eight ways •on wliich vessels of 4,000 tons 
deadweight wert) built, to bo fitted with two 
reciprocating engim^s, each of 700 h.p., and to 
be driven by twin screws. Tho company 
plannotl to build vessels of increased size, and 
of at least 5,000 tons. Tho president of tho 
company, Mr. A. Schubach, expressed con- 
fidence that the company could deliver, at the 
current rate of construction, 30 complete ships 
each year. 

This shipyard was uniques as being tho only 
one in tho Uuitofl States where the complott^ 
operation was carried through of converting 
hugo tree trunks into finished .sliips. Within 
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15 minutes from the time that the log had been 
picked out of the river, down which it had been 
floated from the forests of the interior, the 
timber was cut, planed, shaped and carried 
by electric conveyor to its appointed place at 
the slipway, and was ready to be fastened into 
tlie hull. Logs measuring 120 feet long and 
() feet in diameter were drawn up out of th(‘ 
water on endless chains, caught up by great, 
iron teeth, turned on to carriages and whizzed 
]jast circular saws, whicli stripped oft pieces of 
xarious thicknesses, just as the breast of a 
cliLcken is cut by a sharp knife. Kverything 


enormous holds and engines aft, but the firms 
at the Lake [lorts Iiad never built vc'ssels for 
ocean service. Th(\v had been precluded frcun 
doing so by the restrictions iin])osed by tho 
25 locks of the \Vt‘Iland (^uuil and the leeks 
of tho 8t. Lawrence riv<»r, tbrougli whieh all 
vessels built on the Lakes must pass before tlu\v 
could reach the Atlantic Ocean. In 11115, 
however, it. was realized that there would he 
a great demand for ocean vessels of small size, 
such as couhl saf(*ly make the jourm>y from 
the Lakes to the ocean. Tho maxinnim length 
<if these v^(*ssels was 2t>l feet, and tho maximum 
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THE LAUNCH OF THE STEAMER CRAWL KEYS AT ECORSE. MICHIGAN. 


possible was operated by electrical machiner3'^. 
Eacli little electric conveyor was capable of 
picking up a load of os much as 1 .5,000 foot. Tho 
direction of oveiy “ stick ” or bloc^ of tirnljer 
was controlled by one man w'ho, by yiulling one 
of the 20 levers, switched off the piece into 
whichever part of the plant it was required. 

The fine enterprise of the shipbuilders on the 
Great Lakes was one of the many <listinctive 
features of the great American shipbuilding 
war effort. The traffic on the Lakes had been 
expanding for many years, and the shipyards 
on the I^kes had developed a special economical 
type of liull for tho transport of the vast 
supplies of wheat and ore which wore brought 
down by water from the centre of the Continent 
to the East. Some of these “ Lake freighters ” 
were of 11,000 tons deadweight, with 


beam 43 feet H inches. The first series of 
V(%ssols had a moulded d(<pth of 20 foot, and 
a later series onc^ of 21 feet 2^ inches ; and tlu'ir 
dimensions gave them a deadweight carrying 
capacity of 3,000 tons rnsf)(*c1 ivdy. “Long- 
legged ships ” were being ljuilf in the sumnaa* of 
1918 and cxptjditcd so tts to 1)(^ able to reach 
th(^ coast hed’oro navigatiorj was closed for 
the winter, with a nunildetl depth r>t 
28 f<*et 2 inches, arul a carrying capacity 
of 4,100 foils. The most powinfnl company 
on the Great Lakes was tlie American 
Shipbuilding Company, a coiLsolidation which 
controlled tlie Siqicrior Shipbuilding (Com- 
pany, tlie Chicago Shipbuilding Company, 
the Detroit Shipbuilding Company, the Mil- 
w'aukee Dry Dock Company, tlu» Huffalo Diy 
Dock Company, and also owned fine plants at 
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Clovrlaml and Lorain, Ohio. As an illustration 
r)f tlio growth of this concern, the jiaront 
company employed in 1915 fewer than 1,000 
men, of whom 500 were employed at Lorain, 
Fri 1918 the number had risen to 19,000. In 
July, 1918, the company completed an«l 
delivered to the Kmergoncy Fleet Corporation 
12 ocean cargo ships of 42,000 tons rlead- 
weight, and was responsible for 00§ of the 
tiumber of ships built on the Clnmt Lakes, 
and for 35} of tlio total nuniher of ships l)ailt 
throughout the Lnited States. Between 
duly 22, 1018, and the end of the following 
()etoh(*r, it compl(‘ted and <lelivered 46 oe<*an- 
going vc'SHcls, representing over 102,000 tons 
H(*arlweight. ddie cfmipany was known to have 
entered into contracts with the Kmergoncy 
Fleet Corpoi'ntion for the constriietion of 176 
ocean stt‘ain(‘rs. The ])resident of th(* consolida- 
tion was Mr. !M. K. Farr, eerlainly one of the 
most far-sighted and able buildtss iti tlio United 
States. In the course of jin important adtlress 
on American shi[)huil(ling at tlu* National 
Foreign 'rra<l<‘' (Vmncil (^)nv^‘nt ion, h(‘l<l at 
Uineinnati in April, 1918, lu' urged that 
Anu'riean shipbuildc'rs must, in order to prt‘j)are 
for sti’ong competition, etpiip their plants with 
the most mo(l<‘rn tools, machinery amd 
<*(pupinent, and <*rea\te teehnieail and operating 
orgauii/.aitions of the highest- etlieieiicy, and la* 
carried out this policy thoroughly in the yards 
nndt*r his own control. 

idle Clranit Laikes haigineering Works, Detroit, 
^liehigan, owned three jilants, of which the 
largest was at Keorse, near Detroit, and in- 
<inded eight hnildiiig l^caths and two .sectionad 
tloating dry docks. The second yard was at 
Ashtabula, on Lake Krie, with four ways and 
two tittiiig-ont hanths, while there was an 
exteiisiva' engine-building plant witli niaehiiie 
works at Detroit. The company was determined 
to ih'liver 34 ships of the standard Lake type 
in tlu* year (‘iuh*<l December 31, 1918, and 
expected to eomplete 54 .sliips in 1919. A 
notable record was made in the summer of 
1918. On August 15, the steamer (iawl Keys 


belied her strange name, since the entire tinn^ 
taken for the construction and completion of 
the ship was only 29 days. From the time of the 
laying of the keel to the launching only 14 days 
passed. This rapid production ea-sily made, a 
record for the type of ship. When she left 
on her maiden trip, the vessel bore below the 
bridge a large placard w ith the words, “ I am 
29 days old — look me over.” The preskh*nt 
of this company was Mr. .John R. Russ«‘l ; 
Mr. John Ubsdell was general manager, and 
Mr. C. K. BaLsley was .superintendent of tlie 
Keorse yard, where this remarkahle ship was 
built. Undoubtedly the amount of fabrication 
done on the quay, and a fine system of organiza- 
tion, backed by enthusiasm, made ])ossiblc 
the splendid feat. By the methods adopted 
bulkheads, large portions of deck floors, and 
deck houses wc'it* rivet(‘d and otlieiAvis(* pn*- 
pared on tlu* (piay, and were hoisted compt te 
on to the ways by cranes. 

In the Chicago district excellent work was 
done, in addition to that of tht^ Chicago Shi])- 
huihling ( 'omj)at)y, l>y tlu* Manitowoc (A.anpany, 
th(' ])residc‘!it of which was .Mr. JO. (hiimcll, 
one of tlic pit)j)ocm of ])ncinua(ic* ri\t*tiug. 
At Bul‘fal(.) soitic i-xi raoi diiiary pieces of work 
were carried out of oitting largi* Lake ves.M;]s 
in tw'o, in ordei- to t-nahlc* tin.) two halv('s to he 
towed through the AN'ellaiid eaual and joined 
togetlu*!* at .Montreal for ocean service. 

Nowlieiv, not evoii at any of tlu* Faeilic 
ports, was the working >j)irit belter and the 
enthusiasm ke(*uer than on tho (Jreat Lakes. 
The company olh(‘iaL and the shipyanl w makers 
were eomincod that they juust not rest until 
the great cause for which tlu* United Statt*s and 
the Allies were lighting together had he<*a 
placed out of jt*opai*dy. They had thorouglily 
dcveloj)ed t he enthusiast ic spirit whieli rendered 
praetieable4grcat achievements, and mad(* it 
possible foi* tho United States always to look 
back with jtride to the stirring period w hen the 
great ship])iiilding crusade, organized jvs a 
contribution to the tight against autocracy and 
niilitarisin, wa> at its height. 
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The Lys Battle — Situation on Avrtt. 12, HUH -Oermans enter Haili.elil -Biutisii with- 
draw ON THE Left — Cermax Ac counts of the Battle Defence and Loss of ^Iount Kemmel- - 
Extent of the Northern Advance: — (Vintinceu Lighting hefore Amiens - Intervention 
OF THE AmERH’AN ArMV — A lR WoRK (IeRMAN C’OMMENT ThE AUSTRALIANS — “ ()l R BacKS 


to the Wall — Lessons ok the Allied Defi 
Germans Twk’e Checked. 

C HABTKR CCLXVTT brought tlic iiar- 
rativo of tlio (Jcriiiau offensive on 
tlie Lys front up to April II, 1!)IH, s<> 
far ns the figlitiiig at the extremity of 
tlie Britisli riglit was ecaiecMiied. On the soiitli 
side of Arnieritieros there iiad also been heavy 
fighting during this day, but laie w<‘ 
M'ere more fortunate than in the imrthern 
segment. 'Pimely reinfoi'eements had been 
reetdvi'd, and the .‘list l)i\isi(»n, airiving 
from th(^ Somme liat tletield, n-took tlu‘ v illages 
of Le \'errie.r ami La Beecpie, v\hieh tin* 
(h rmans had captured from us earliei* in tlie 
day. 

North of Armentita*i*s, the (aaiuans con- 
tinued to make vigoions attacks in the direction 
of Xieppe and Xeuve Kglise, and in the aft<*r- 
noon fighting was renew(*d about Messiiu*s, 
which tliey earned, but wore then brought 
to a stamlslill hy tlie South African Briga<ic. 
Tlie ])art of the tlth Division on the south of 
ITollebeke was also attacked in h»ree, hut 
drove back the (‘many. 

The 34th Division at Xie])])0 had rejnilscd all 
attacks during the morning, but the pi-ogress 
of the (‘iiorny in the Blo(>gsteert directitai 
thnaitenod its left flank, and this madi^ it 
desirable to witlidraw th(3 troops. In tla* early 
part of the night, therefor<», tla^y were taken 
Vol. XVJII.— Pan 2.30 
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back to Pont dWehelk's. d’his made soim'what 
of a break in tin* line, and to obviate this mil* 
troops lutween Pont- (rAehelles ami Wyt- 
selmet(‘, fell baciv positions ad)ou(- 1,000 
Viirds east of Xeuve I'^.glisc amd Wulv’('rglu‘m. 
d’his withdraivvad iiiv'olva‘d in its turn av r(‘(ira*- 
ment fr«nai Hill 03 anid the 1reneh«\s li(‘Id ad)«>nt 
Messines. 

We hav<‘ seen thait (he (.h'linams haul sne- 
aMM'ded in panel l ait ing oiir lim‘ ais fair ais 
Mei v ilk’, vvlu'ia* lin y Jiaid ha jmi sla)ppa'al by 
vigoraais ra*-<i>tanee on tin' lina^ of tha^ Boiarra^ 
;md Laivve ; ana tha‘ extrema^ right of tln^ ai.ltaieka‘d 
pa>sitioii about (liv anehy ami La st nha-i t , vvha‘in 
(he atta<*ks haul nut h(*»n so viga>fonsly pa’(‘ssa*ah 
mil’ tr<»o|)s hi‘ld 1 heii* |)osilia»ns, aiml this enad)l<*al 
ns to restaai’c in a a*a*i’taiiri meaisnr«' aaur liiaa* in 
1hi'> pai’t a»f lha* hail 1 la lia^lal. As t I’oop.s of (lia* 
anl, Itla. oth, 31st, 01st aiml Ist Ausliadijiii 
Divi'>ions lu'gam taa airiva', tha* lim* vvais to at 
eon.-Hiderahla* a-\(cnt “ tii im’il up," adl hough 
tin- situaitiani vvais still hy m> ma*ams sa-eni’e. 

On Api’il 12 tin* (ieiinams deliva‘i’a*d, just 
liefoi’a* alayhra'aik, ai sudda-n adtaiek on Paeant 
aiml Bi<'/.-<lu-\’inaig(\ which forim''d the h-ft 
(•»*ntra- of tha- ."list Division, l>ut tin* sti’anmaiis 
la-si'taim-e of twa) haitta-j’ies of tha‘ 2r)r>th Brigaidaj 
B(»yad Fia*ld Artillery pra-vcuti'd tha* emniy from 
ero.'^.>ing the Cainail. ICaeh of thfisa? batteries a.s 
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they retired loft a single gun witiiin 500 yards 
of the canal bank, which, aided by a party of 
gunners, who held the drawbritlgo with riflc»s, 
poured so strong a fire on the eiieiny as to 
stop his advance. On tlie riglit of the Slst 
Division was tlie 3rd Division about Locon, 
which inflic t(Hl heavy casualties on the enemy, 
but was nevertheless gradually forced back. 
On the Ic^ft of ilie 51st Division, the Gist 
Division now eaino into action on the Clarence 
Hiver. Both it and the 3rd Division ha<l pre- 
viously been engaged in lhi‘. figliting about 
Arras at the end of March, whc'it' thi*y laid 
suffered consitlcrably from tlie strain of con- 
tinuous fighting; but tliey formed, ho\v(‘ver, so 
bold a front against tlie (Jermans as to stop 
completely their further advance. Mi'aiuvliile 
our ])osition at Merville had been again 
attackt‘d, but although the troops hert' were 
compelled to fall back a little in th(‘ morning 
houi-s, tliey subse<|uently held their ground. 

We may say, therefon*, that from La Basstk* 
round to Merville our liiu^ was holding out 
fairly well, although to the north of this point 
this was not the case. The 0(»rmans attacked 
in gn*at force on a fnait wliich exteiukul from 
Kstaires to Steenwcrck at 8 o’clock in th<^ 
morning, and V^y the afternoon our Iroojis 
about Doiilieu and La were* thrust 

bac*.k towards the north -wc'st. Merris and 
Oult(‘rsteene wc're reached by th(' (‘iiemy, ami 
thus a considerable gap was made in our line 
to the south of Bailkuil. On the north of this 
gap, troops of the 25th, 34th and 49t h Divisions, 
tl>e last eominande<l by Major-deneral X. (1. .1. 
i’ameron, (ML, (’.51.(4., though attacked with 
great vigour, held their ground to the scaith 
and south-east of Bailleul. 51ajor-(leiua'al 
K. d. l*inm*v, (ML, sent a brigade from the 33rd 
Division with a body of cyclists, a Pion(H?r 
battalion and every available man from sehools 
and reinforcement camps, etc., against tlm 
advancing drcrmau troops, and thesr*, favoured 
by th(? sn|jport of the troops on th(‘ir left, 
count<‘r-attac*ked, drove the enemy baerk and 
rt^-establisliod our line f^arly in the night. 

Jn the morning of April 13, the (Germans 
again attacked with grc;at vigour. Tlu* 29th 
and 31st Ih visions were holding a position north 
of M(?rville up to Vieux Berquin in front of 
the forest of Nieppe. On thrar left, it will be 
remembered that the enemy had already 
entered Merris and Oultersteene. The lengtli 
held, some 10,900 yards, was long and th<* 
troops had been sorely tried by the severe 


ayi 

lighting of the previous days, 'fhe position 
was very critical. The 1st Australian Division, 
under 5rajor-(4onoral 8ir IT. IL Walkc'r, K.(ML, 
D.S.O., was at this time tletraining on tlie 
railway-line coming up from Hazchrouck, and 
it was necessary for the two divisions to hold 
out at any cost until the ari'ival of thesi' troops 
to prevent a complete' breach in our liiu', whicli 
would have allovvctl the cniMuy to move down 



[Offu t(tl phtflofint/ih. 

USED SHBLL-CASKS ON A ROADSIDE 
IN FLANDERS. 


on the important, railway juiK'tion of Ha/.»*- 
hrouck, from which he was less than live mill's 
distant. Attack after attack was dcliveie*! 
against our troops, but aJ| wen^ j'ef>elio<l with 
great loss. Kiold-gims then were hroiight up 
to quite close ranges and coiiconi l at cmI against, 
the British position. With their jiid, V’ii'ux 
Bcrf£niri was captured, but nevertheless our 
troops rc..-.isto<l in their vaiious posts with gri'-at- 
gallantry. The (Germans stoinied round them, 
attacking Diem in reai-, but still our men fought 
on, and t4iis gave time f«)r I hc^ Australians to 
di'plcjiy and dig themsi4\^es in on a line just iti 
front of the Nieppe foi’cst to cover the advance 
to Ha/.ebrouek, and although at. various points 
th<^ enemy succeede<l in ficnet rat ing, (hero 
was no complete sueeess on his part in driving 
l)a<*k the general line thus held. 9’he lighting 
was of the severest rlesr-rifit ion, constantly at 
handy-.strf>k»'s, hut (^v^crdnaily the (ierrnan 
efforts ceased, tlu ir losses having apparently 
exhaustiMl the offensive effort of their troops. 
On the right portion of our line the 4th 
(hmrds Briga<lcs holding a line i>f some 4,000 
yards, was attacked with special vigour, but 
licit] its own with brilliant courage throughout 

230 — 2 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


fh<^ <iny. Who?i it is ioin<*nib(!ro(l fiiul tlio 
wholo of Die ti*o(.>|)s in tliis lii^roie 

Ht ni^^lo had coiric' up stmi^ht frf)in fia* Sonimo 
})an loficld, wiirff Uioy ianl h»*<*ri son‘ly triad 
and sidlai'i'd }a*a\'y lossas, arai iliat tliasa liad 
h(i(ai inadi? /^ood liy fresh na^n witli no exj)eri(‘iUM^ 
of war and only lialf assiniilat <‘<l hy tia* iinils 
into whi(‘h they wrie drafted and, inor(*o\'er, 
that they wfie at larked hy \'astly sii]aa‘ior 
ninnhia-s, it must he a<lmitl(*d that the* fi^^lit 
tla^y put, up was as jialkmt as any reeorded 
in Ihitish military lii^toiy. 

Nortli of t h(' at ta(‘k on Mtirris and OuIIcm*- 
st.eeaie? the enemy’s assaults in the? direction 



of Xcuvo Ej^lise had not made much progress, 
althougli st^v(!r(‘ figliting had taken place in 
its n<*ighhoarhood during the afteirioon of 
Ajnil 12. d’he stiuggle continued throughout 
the night, and hy tla* na_)rning of April K1 the 
(h‘nnans had forced tlu*ir way into the village. 
A little h(‘foro noon, a counter-attack was 
delivered hy troops of the *j.‘h*d and 49th 
Divisions, which dro\e the enemy completely 
out again and eaptur(‘d many prisoners. 
Sevjaal heavy atta<-ks wen^ also made hy the 
(jiermans ahout Mf*terc*n and also against. J^a 
(’recho, hut these wei-e rej^ulsed hy the 33rd 
and 34th Divisions. 

In the <*vening tlu'tlermans renewed their 
attacks against the line Eglise-Jsi 

(’re(4ie, and succcH*ded in forcing th(4r way in 
})etween thesis two points, thi‘eatening the left of 
the 34th Division to the north an<I east of 
J>a <.’rc3cho hy an outflanking movtancait . 
Although our troops h(‘ld their giound liei'e 
during tht^ (iarly part of t)u‘ night, th<^ diroedion 
of tiui attacik was such as to rtMuhn* it impossihle 
for them to maintain the ])osition, ami they 
wtae thendore. withdiawn during the night of 
the 13-1 4th to the l<avc‘lsherg, a range of low 
hills hetweeii DailleuI and Ntaivo Eglise, 
unhindered by th(‘ enemy, who had come to 
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the. i‘n<l of his offfusivt* spirit, for tlio <lny, 
owiiip: to ttio hotiv’y lossi's h<‘ hod siistuiriod. 
Oil tho loft flank of tlu'si* lu‘i^li(s at Ximivo 
K^liso oont innous fi^ht ing took placo t hroughoiif 
Iho wholo ni^iht Hero tht> ‘h'lrd Division was 
oiipigod, and th(‘ 2iid Uattalion Worci^storsliiro 
R<‘giinont liolon^iri^ to it hold tinnly on t<» tho 
Mairio until 2 p.in. on April 14. 'Pho tid(' of 
battlo ohlx'd to and fro, but. by midnight on 
this dab' \ou\(* Dgli.sc* was oouiph'b'ly oafiturod 
by tho o^<•nl 3 ^ Botwoon Nouvt* Dgliso aial 
Bailloul and south-oast of Mi^t^aoii, tho (lorman 
atta(4\s Wf'ro all ropulsod. 

On April 111 and 14 tluM'i' had also boiai somo 
smart fighting at a numbor of jilaoos hotwo<*n 
(livonohy and tho i\io])j)o Wood, in whioh tho 
tJormans wore uniformly unsuooi'ssful. On 
oui- sido tho 4th Division on tho ovoning of 
April 14 attaokt'd and i-o-oa|)turod Hioz-du 
Adnago, and took IfiO prisonors. 

April IT) saw frosh lioavy Dorman attaoks 
against Bailloul and tho Bavolsborg. Thc^ 
st rugglo was s(*voro. "Fho ononiy oapturoil th<» 
oastorn ond of the heights, but was driviai out. 
Ho thoii ronowod his attaoks, and gra<hiallv 
worked along tlx* ridge* until, liy 7 p.m., tho 
whole of it was in his possession, and our lu)I<l 
on Bailloul thus liooanio very pn'oarioiis. By 
9 p.m. the Dormans had forced their way into 
the town, and thus compelled our troops to 
abandon this part of tho field and to take up 
a position botwoon M(‘toron and Dranoutro. 
It will thus be soon that tho (kainans hail 
forced us to retreat over a considerable length 


of <‘ountr\% and ha<l, index'd, made a great 
broach in our lini'S, oxti'iiding from Dnmouiro 
round through Morris and \honx BiMcpiin to ttio 
west of Morvillo, and thence through boi’on to 
La Bassoi*. 

From the tliiU' this lighting hail begun Sir 
Douglas Haig hail borne in mind tho ]>ossil)ility 
of liaving to give up tin* position liis left flank 
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hoUl on the heights to the north-east of Ypres. 
This rearward movement had been bogtin on 
tlio night of April 12-13, when the British 
posilioTirt on the J*assehendaelo ridge were 



! Kus^flt, 

MAJOR.GBNBRAL R. J. PINNBY, C.B. 
Commanded the 33rd Division. 


left only to ho ludd by outposts. On the 
night of April 15/10 a still further retn*at 
was aoeoniplishod. our troops retiring to 
positions along the lin<' of the Steenboek 
river and the VV’^esthoek and Wytsehai^to 
ridges. Our lino \vas thus brought con- 
Hi<lerably iiean^r to Ypres, an<l the pronoiinciHl 
salient hitherto »)eeupi(*d towards I’assehen- 
daele was abandoned. 

We have jdready seen the severe strain 
that luul bt'eii put on the British Army 
owing to its numerical inh'riority to the 
(Jermans. 'PIk' heavy fighting betwt'cn the 
Somme and tiu' Oise juid north of the 
St»mme to Arras had sondy tried th<‘ British 
troops. 'riu*v had been engaged again 4 a 
force which exceeded them in tlie ]>roporfion 
of 7 to 4. Tht'y iiad «‘onn* with cnnlit out of 
the battle, but with cn*dit which had been 
obtaineil by a sad diminution of their strength, 
though with the satisfaction that the casualties 
they had inflicted on tlu* enemy were even 
more severe than those they ha<l sufYereil 
themselves. Many British divisions had taken 
part in both the northern and southern bat tit's, 
while ot hoi's had been engaged almost con- 


tinually in opposing the German offensive. 
Sir Douglas Haig felt that help was ne€?defl, 
and none was forthcoming from England. He, 
therefore, pointed out to General Foch, tla* 
tV)minandor-in-Chi<‘f of the Allied Foreivs, the 
urgemt need of giving the British troops aonn* 
relief and affording them some rest so as t<> 
bring the various units into good fighting 
trim again. General Foch at once eumplit'd 
with the Britisli Commander’s rocpiest, and 
French troops were moved up to the nortli, 
and l>y the middle of April wc^re already in 
position elos(^ bs'hind the British front in 
Fla niters. 

On April 10 a number of strong local 
attacks w(TO made by the enemy on the 
Motc.ren-Wytschaeti' front. For the most part 
these were rtipulsed with heavy loss by the 25th, 
34th, and 49tli Divisions, but at the villages 
themsidves tla* (Germans succeeded in peia;- 
trating after a good deal of strenuous figliting 
of a fluctuating character, (^ounter-attaclvs 
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were made during the evening by both British 
ami French trot)ps, hut these were unable t«> 
turn the t'licmy out, although at Wytsehactc 
a battalion of the fltli Division at one, time 
reached the eastern edge of the village. At 
night our line w’as established dost* to its 
vvf'stern and northern boundaries. 
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The next day the enemy moved forwaril 
from the Bailleul-Neuve Kglise lino against 
Kemmel Hill. This was an im]>ortant position, 
as it gave command of view and fire over the 
whole of the flat country iowar<ls Poperinght^ 
and Ypros, and thus completely cut the roads 
leading <lown from the latter. The preliminary 
boinbardnioiit was of a very severe description, 
and the assault made was delivered with great 
intensity, while at the saiia^ time attacks were 
maile in the Meteren and Mei-ris direction, thus 
prolonging tho Gorman assa\ilts to the left. 


resulted in the Germans being clefeated with 
heavy losses, leaving over 700 prisoners in 
Belgian lumds, besides a field gun and 42 
1 1 lac hine-giuis . 

Tho (ierman version of this affair was tliat 
on April 18, Belgian troops made a deter- 
mined attack fromlVIerckem against tho German 
lines, but without obtaining any noteworthy 
result. 

Tho same day also saw a fresh attempt 
of the Germans to gain further ground on 
the southern flank of their main attack. 



f Brleuin offciat 

ON THR FLANDERS FRONT: BELGIANS STRENGTHENING A DAM. 


Thc^ defence of the Kemmel pcisition was in 
the hands of the tl4tli, 49th an<l 19th Divisions, 
and these completely defeated the enemy's 
attempts. Here and there points of our line 
were occupied, but counter-attacks always 
succeetied in re-establishing it. '^Phe left of 
the German attacks (Meteren-Merris) was also 
beaten back with heavy loss by the 93rd an<l 
1st Australian Divisions, tho result being that 
at the end of the flay no material gain acenu^d 
to the Germans. 

At the northern end of the Allied lino the 
Germans attempted to capture Bixschooto, 
and to force the Yser Canal, the line of attack 
being directed along the Ypres-Staden railway. 
Th(» attempt was a complete failure and 


Givenchy was Viombarded with f'xtraordinaiy 
vigour and, afti'i* this w'as eonsitl»*red to hav'o 
attained thi? desired effect, inraiitry attackeil 
along the line from Givenchy to the; wH*sf. 
of Mc‘rvill<\ At the former plaee and at 
Festubert our trenches were pc*int rated. 
The strugglf> was intense and continued 
throughout the whok^ <lay, but the 1st Division, 
under ATajor-GenfM*al K. I'. Stricklarul, (.?.B., 
C.M.G., D.S.O., by vigorous c*ounter-attacks, 
practically regained our original positions. 
Along the rest of tlie lin<‘ attacked the, G(M*fnans 
gainful no suf*cc‘.ss w’hatc*v'<‘r, but were bf^atf^n 
back with (exceedingly heavy loss at all points 
by the 4th and 61st Divisions. 

There now (rame a pausi^ in the fighting, which 
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[Of/ictal pkuloyiaf'h. 

SCENE ON THE FLANDERS RATTLEFIELD IN APRIL, 1918. 


<lio(] down to inoro local collisions, few of 
those being of any inoincnt, exc<‘pt ait Kostubert, 
where a strong (joint known as Koiito “ A ” kec|) 
was taken and rtstailo'n s(5V(a*al limes befon? 
being finally scuaired by ns. Fart her west, tha* 
4th and hist Divisions caxrried out a sf'ries of 
succossfnl minor affairs north of the La Bassc<‘ 
Canail, in wliich some hundnMls of (arisoiaa s were 
taken and a considcaabk^ im])rov<'ment in 
our positions bartween the Lawe an<l the 
Clarence Jlivers was <4T('(d.ed. jMeanwhilo the 
rronch troops haid been coming up and had 
taikc'U over the liiu^ in the na»ighbourhood of 



GENERAL VON QIJAST. 
Comnianded German troops between Armenti^res 
and La Hassle. 


^Tetercn and S])anbr<jekmol(»n, and by the 
moi’iiing of Ajjril 21 bad rc*lieved our for<*es 
over the whole of the Kemna'I segment. 

Lot us now see what the German views w<a(‘ 
with regard to tlie fighting just di\scribed. 

The fact that the llritish Commander-in- 
Chief had been obligt'd to call upon tlie northern 
portion of his lino to suj)|)ly reinforcements 
the troops fighting from Cambrai to the Oise 
ha<l not escapiMl German observation, and ii 
therefore soeniod to afford a favourable o|>|)oi - 
tunity for an attack in the dire<'tion of Armen- 
tieres. The o(jeration<, from the German [joint 
of view, wore di^dsible into three periods. 'Tlw* 
tirst, which began on A|>ril t)th, allowed \(>n 
Quast to push forwanl with his army to the 
lino Festubert-Arm(‘nt ieres. On the next da\ 
Sixt von Arinin attacked between TTollebeke 
and Armenticrc'S, and tlu' following day th«\s<‘ 
two armies continued the forw ard inovemcTit . 
From April IG— 18 tin* ailvance of these troo|)> 
was continued and had as a consequence the 
gradual abandonment of the forward position 
at Passchondaele. The direction of the (k*rman 
attack lay across the valley of the Lys, over 
the flat ground wliich lay south of the chalk 
ridge which extended from .Mont <les Gats to 
Kemmel towards Hazebrouck. The ground 
w'as exceedingly marshy in character and 
covered with hedges and plantations which 
liinderod the view. It w^as iKJt possible to 
construct such doo|x and strong entrenchments 
as had been made in more favourable ground, 
and the only set-off against this wiis that tho 
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niiniorous farms and gi’oups of buildings allowed 
the construction of many favourable supporting 
points. The river lines of the Lawe and Lys 
formed fairly favourable lines for the defence, 
some three and a half miles behind the front 
line of trenches. The Lawe joined the Ly.s at 



GENERAL VON BERNHARDI. 

Commanded an Army Corps, 

l^iStairoH. Rehind the Lawe was the Clarence, 
l^oyond the Lawe and the Lys the ground was 
first Hat and then, beyond the forest of Nioppe. 
rose gradually until the heights to the south-east 
of Hazebrouck were reached. It was therefore 
desirable from the Gorman point of view to 
push forward as ra])idly as possible across the 
riveivs and attain the bettor ground, 'J’lie 
condition had not been made more easy by tlie 
fact that heavy showers in the days that 
imiiKMliately preceded the attack hud incr(*ased 
the dillicultics of movetnent. Craters and 
tiH^nchcs, and oven the open country, were 
largely under water, while tlie few roads which 
lay across it had been destroyed by artillery 
fire. The assembly of the Gennaii troops w as 
but little disturbed by the British, and at 4.15 
on the 9th the preparatory bombardment 
opened, the infantry assault beginning at. 
8.45, under cover of thick fog. The Gorman 
attack was divided up into five colnrrins. The 


southernmost of that was the weakest and 
was to play, chiefly, a defensivi' part. Of 
the remaining four, the right was intended to 
pass to the south of Armontieres, and tlio 
tliree central columns constituted the ]>rincipal 
attack. The Gernum troops to the south of 
La Bassee, without leaving their pt).sitions, 
w’oro tokl off to pour a lively fire against the 
opposing British liiii's, while the corps of von 
Kraevel attacked on the line through Givenehy, 
La Ba.ssee, Festubert, and Richobourg I’Ax laie. 

The attack at first was very succes.sful, and 



GENERAL VON CARLO WITZ. 
Commanded an Army Corps. 


by 10 o’clock tlio KiiKlisli tliinl lino Imd boon 
piorcccl. tho dillicultios tbo 

began to liavo (lioir II uii.! iinpos- 

siblo to iiiako fiirllnr pn.aicsH williout tlio 
support of artill.-iy. and this wa- aln.oMt 
impossible to bring np. l-A.iy <ialei- in Ibo 
gronn.l was full of ual.T. ’I'lif' roads wen. useless, 
and it l■e(plired the most siremions exertions 
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of men and horses to bring any guns up to tl\p 
front. But the exertions of the German 
engineers, however, allowetl some to be brought 
forward, notwitlistanding the British Field 
Artillery, which liad arranged beforehand to 
sweep the ground with its fire. 


GENERAL VON KRAEVEL. 

Commanded an Army Corps. 

'I’ho British rosistanct^ on both flanks by 
Arinentioros and on the south bank by Givenchy 
and Fostub(‘rt stopped the Oorrnan attack, 
an<l although lliehobourg TAvoue was taken 
there w'as n(»t mucli further progress on 
this flank. Annentieros was not seriously 
atbu^ked. In the centre the (aennans made 
better progress. Th(‘ British artillery does 
not appear to have had so much effect 
liere, and this (Miabled the Gormans to bring 
their guns end inine-tlirow«M\s farther forwiird. 
'rhe troops of G<*neral V'on Bernhardi stormed 
Biehobourg St. Vaast and Lacouture, and by 
evening reached tht' neighbourhood of the 
Lawe. The column on the right of Bernhardi, 
undt'r General von Carlo witz, captured 
Laventie and pushed on to the Lys, where they 
found the passages Viehiiul Sailly and Estaii'es 
blown up. The right rolumn, under von 
Stettin, taking Bois Grenier in flank, moved on 
Flevirbaix and then reached tlie Lys at Bac 
St. Maur. 

In the meantime the British had brought up 
their i*eserves«to the far side of the Ltiwe and 
the I..ys to positions which were to be found 
behind those natural obstacles. Strong con- 


centrations of machine -g ms poured their fire 
on the passages where the bridges had alrea<]y 
been destroyed, and swept the opposite bank 
with their fire. But towards evening Hofer’s 
Brigade managed to pass over the Lys at the 
lock by Bac St. Maur and threw up a protective 
bridge-head at Croix du Bac. During the 
night further passages were won oast of Estaires, 
west of Le Marais farm, and to the south of 
V’^walle Chapelle. This allowed a further 
advance of tlie Germans, and especially per- 
mitted the south flank of Sixt von Annin's 
troops to advance. The task of this portion of the 
more northoni German Anny was notsodiflicult 
as the Lys was quite close to the German trenches, 
either before or behind them, and was easily 
passed. But to the north the ground towards 
Mossines and Wytschaete was more difliciut 
of approa(;h and was strongly defended. 
iVTessines was surrounded and taken and 
])owerful counter-attacks wore driven back ; tbc 



GENERAL VON EBERHARDT. 

Commanded the Prussian 10th Reserve Corps. 

Germans were equally sueco'^sful in the attacks 
on the wood south-west of Hollebekt', and they 
pushed on farther towards Wytschaete. South 
of this part of the field, PloegsttMud and Le Bizet 
(on the road from Ploegstcert Wood to Armeu- 
tiib'es) were taken, b\it the Nvood itself was 
successfully held, which compelled the Germans 
to pass by on the other side of it. Hoiiplines, 
near Armentiercs, was taken, though the tow’ii 
itself was not touched, but connexion was 
mode with the army of von Quast. On April Ifl 
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lighting was renewed, and met with opposition 
from the newly -arrived British reserves. Von 
Hofer, however, was enabled to push foi-ward 
from Croix du Bac and captured Steenwerck, 
and thereby facilitated the passage of German 
troops over the Lys at Erquinghem. Moi-e 
to the south, in the neighbourliood of Estaires, 
the Germans met with strong resistance, 
especially by Sailly. South of Estaires the 
German engineers managed to tlirow a bridge, 
and the troops coming over it attacked Estaires 
in flank and rear, and eventually eaptxired 
the village. General von Bernhardi’s right flank 
attacked the passage over the Lawo at Le 


On April 11 Wytschaeto was for a time in 
the Germans’ possession, but was ovontually 
lost by them, though the German lino was firmly 
established on the eastern edge of the village 
and moved forward about 1,100 yards to the 
east of Wulverghcm towants the south. Bt^twoen 
the Doiive brook and the (nxstt^rn edg«» of 
Ploogsteort Wood von lOherhardt followed up 
the retreating British, broke through with 
their left wing by Komariii and joined on 
by Pont do Nioppe tlu* southern assaulting 
column. Von Stettin on April 11 had pushed 
his outpost line as far as La Cha])olle 
d’Armentiores, and on the night of April 1 LI 2. 



[Offu Mi photograph 

AN OUTPOST IN OUR FRONT LINES IN FLANDERS. 


Gorgiu*, ami also beat back the British counter* 
attacks from the direction of Lcstrcin and 
Vieille Chapcllo. l^iater in the day the Germans 
were able to penetrate between tlawe two 
points and secure a further passage over the 
Lawe. 

The Germans found the greatest opposition 
in the region of B^dhune, where the Britisl) 
were defending the mining grouml in t hat neigh- 
bourhood. Hero General von Kraevel's troops 
bravely resisted the counter-attacks of their 
opponents, but were obliged to content them- 
selves with a moderate advance anti a concen- 
trated artillery fire to stop their enemy’s progress. 


ativanced towards llouplincs. Kurtlun t>ro- 
gress was inadtj between Ariri(*nticrcs and 
the Lys. 'I’htj river was erossed and 
iNieppe taken. Arnientieres itself was 
surroiinth*d, and the garrison aftca* a bitter 
|•esiKtam':e siirrendered in the afternoon of the 
1 1th. In tla? rm^antiim^ tlie (harnan fones 
which had been pnslaid forward towards tiu) 
north-wi'st, afl<*r a lluctuating fight, captiir«*c| 
tilt* station of Steeriwt rck, and thus guardt'd tlui 
right of the nioNfinent against atta(;k, ami put 
them in a position to advance on the line 
Bailleul-Nciivti Eglise and the Keinrnei Heights 
Uj the north of it. 
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HAZBBROUCK : THR GRANDE FLACK. 

Aa it was at the beginning of the war. 


Moro to tho Hoiith the ri^ht wiiijr of (joncral 
von Carlowitz after sevtan' fi^j^htiiig, took 
Donlion, while hia k'ft wuag |)(au*trato<l into 
Xcuf iJeifpiin aa far as tlie church, (h'nernl 
von lhaiilianli, after ])aHsiug tlu^ Lawo at l..a 
(Joi‘g\H\ won forward fo Mor\ whih^ tlie left 
of Itis f#. lee took Lt^strein and th(*n I’neant, and, 
wlu'eling to the right, moved on Ah^rvilk*. 
whieli >vas taken aft(M- a Mtnhborn dehaiee 
between 10 and 11 o’eloek 

'riu^ advanet^ IndwtMMi I.estr«Mn and \'i«'ille 
C'hapolle led to fiirth(»r enemy progress towards 
T.a 'l\)mbe— -\\'ilk»t and Hoir/.<*tiMix. ^^>nKraeveI, 
in spite of a vt ry dc't(*rmin(M| l•«'sistanee and 
th<' lepiilsr of many eonnter nt tai Us, oveutnally 
siiecM'eded in <‘aptnring tli< \ illag<' of Les Lobos. 

On April 12, the Oermans made but little 
furtluM* j»rogress. In local fights jibrait ^Vnl\er- 
ghem and to the north of Komarin some ad\ ane(‘ 
was made on tla^ line Mailleul-Xeuvt^ Kglisi*, 
whieli cleared tlu' way foi thi' advance on 
Kemmei The right flaiik of von Qiiasl'.s 
army t-ook Les 'Frois Pipes, while von Carlo- 
witz's troops after taking Djiulieu pushed 
forward to the south of Vieux llercpiin. 
Hernhardi improved his success of tlu' 
previous tlay by the capture of the north 
})ortion of Calonne, while Kraevel took Cornet 
Malot anti T^oeon : they thus reached tlie 
limit ©f tlioir task 

In the next few days the CJorman efforts 
wore direetcil against the lino Bailloiil-Xeuve 
Eglise, with a view to tho capture of the 


Ivemmel heights, which wore necessary to 
protect tho further advance westward of their 
t loops €:>ver tlio lower ground. 

On A])ril 13, tho left of Sixt von Annin’s 
ai*my, supportefl by the right wing of von 
(^uo.«t, took Non VO Rgliso and tho heights to 
the left ftho Kavolsherg). 

There was practically no change on Ajiril 14, 
but the next day further sncco.ssi's were gained. 
Til the early morning Sit»ger’s Corps, aftor a 
sliort artillery pr(*))arat ion, captured the 
troiiehes east of Wulverghem, and then the 
village itself, advanced over the Wytschaete- 
Wiilverghem road and seized, after a hand- 
grenade tight, three of tho great craters 
matle by the British in the previous 
year’s fighting round W'ytschaote. Late in 
the afternoon troops of \oii Kberhardt and 
Marseludl captured the commanding heights 
west of Wulverghem and east of Bailloul. Over 
the rest of the front tlie (lermans contented 
themselves with consolidating the ground 
gained. 

Oil April 13, Carlowitz took ^lerris, Vieux 
Berquin aiul the village of VerteRue, and beat 
oft seviaal strong counter-attacks, and, follow- 
ing some of thes(> up, took many prisonei's. 

The result of the fighting up to April 15 was 
that the (lOrinan front had been pushed so far 
forward as to threaten the line from Hazebrouck 
to Poperinghe and Ypres. It also interrupted 
the roads leatling from the south by BaiJleul 
aiul Nouve EgUse to Ypres, and thus threatened 
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directly the British linos in front of the latter 
point ; the result was the withdrawal of the 
British from the Passchondoele salient. The 
Germans pushed forward and on the evening of 
April 16 occupied a line from Maiigelaare- 
Langemarck - Zonnebeke-Veldhoek. On the 
same day General Sieger at 7.30 a.in. captured 
Wytschaoto and the heights to the north-west 
and west of tliis point. General von Eborhardt 
advanced to the valley of the Doiive and th(^ 
Keininel brooks, and Bailleul was also occupied 


flooded state of the ground in places, tlwy now 
drew i*ein before their strength was used up. 
Put in colloquial English, this moans that for 
a time the German forces had shot their bolt. 
But the battle of Armentieres, the German 
name for what we call the battle of the Lys, 
had not only won back th(^ ground lost by the 
Germans in the previous year, but had also 
advanced far beyond what the British had then 
captured. Besides \ery heavy losses in killed 
and wounded, about 20,000 prisonei’s had htnai 



( Ofjii tul phoUipja^yh. 

ARTILLERY OFFICERS OBSERVING FROM KEMMEL HILL. 


by Marschall’s troops after its abandonm(*nt 
by the British. Met(U’en was also capturetl, 
thus widening the front which threatened an 
advance against the heights about Mont 
Kemmel, an<l this village was held in spite of 
many counter-attacks of British and Frcmch 
troops, supportofl by tanks. 

Tn the next few days the continuous strcaigth- 
ening of the Allied forces became more and 
more evident. Especially did the incrf‘ase in 
the numbe^r of guns of heavy calibre strengthen 
the effect of their artillery bombardment, while 
the coming up of more fresh infantry divisions 
made their resistance more formidable. 

To sum up the German view of the situation : 
After nine days’ continuous hghting in diflicult 
ground, rendered more difficult by the 


taken, 400 guns, thousands (jf iiaurhiia^-guns 
and large amounts of cfjiiipmcnt and pi-ovisinns 
had been capt 1 1 rfM I . 

Tt will ho ohsorvtMl tluit then^ is hut littlt‘ 
<litTcrenco between th** ( kainan and the British 
account of tla^ nine days' hat tic*. 

It must he reiiHMuhcrc'd that thc‘ (k*rman 
aim in this part of tlie tic*Id wns undoubtc'dly 
to capture Kazehrouck, with a vicnv to a furtlic*i* 
advanee against the? northern ports and also 
to cut off the northern portion of thc^ Allied 
line oxtc'iiding to the* ^^sc*!^ The* position of 
the Kemmel heiglits was absolutely neec*s.sary 
to the (iennans before this a.dvance could be 
carried out. Held by us it fcjrmc'd an excellent 
artillery position which took in flank any furthcT 
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TAK1N(; WOMKN 

(lOMtitia advaiHM^ wpst-wani. With loti^ rati^a 
mms wn could briiijj; lin^ from it to IxMir over the 
ground right up ((» Messiii<*s, IIolI(*bekc» and 
Ypres, while to thc' s<aith IMoegsteeri Woofl and 
AnnontiereM were within range. Its heigh', 
not) feet, above the surroiin<ling e<nintry, gavt‘ 
it a wi<le ooininan<l of \'iew, which allowed 
ob.servatioii w<*ll beJiind th<^ (h'rman lines, an<l 
which niaile the local eovta* affoi-tled by liouses, 
hedgi's and ])]antations of very little use. 
’The eapturoof Ktaninel did away with the<langer 
to the (Germans of having their linc*s up to 
Metert ‘11 taken in n'veive by artillery lire, an<l 
in turn ga\'(‘ Ihem th*' sana^ wide outlook aiul 
obs<*i-\ at ion whi(*li it had alYonle<l to \is wlnai 
we ht'kl it. 

As has been sihmi, (he tirst attempt to capture 
this *-nportant point was a failiin% and for the 
next few days the hgliting was etan}>aral ively 
insignificant. It was very imptu'tant hir v’on 
lOberluinlt to gain more room to the north 
for his troops so that it might be possible from 
tht' iu»rth of Wytschai'tt' to direct an attack on 
the Kemmel pt>sitii>n. 

On April 22. his left flank occupied the 
Saloinu' Farm soiithovist of Dranoutre, ami 
tiu* evening of tht' next day h«' attai'ked the 
ldengellu>t'k Hill, an <mtlyer on the south- 
wt‘st of the Mount Kenunei ridge, whicli ha<l 


.O^jt lui I huoutuf U 

INTO SAFETY. 

been occupied by tlie Ihitish. (‘ounter-attaclN 
made by French trooj)s during the night and 
the following day were stopped by Oerman fire. 

On tile evcaiing of April 24, tlie situation was 
ivs follows : Nint^ <li visions lx longing to tht‘ 
<*orjjs of von Flberhar<l( and Sieger extent led 
ill an arc; from lil<uigc4hoek north of Ncaivo 
Kglisc* pa.st Wul\’(‘rgh(*m and Wytschaete. 
North of this point the Herman line bcait 
backwards to Hie north of Frollebelce. Siegc^r’s 
troops were nortli of Wnlverghem, Kberhardt’s 
to Ibc* soiitli. It v'ill thus he seen that a 
hcaiv^y eoncentrie attac*k was intended against 
the Kemmel heiglits. Tlie (hanian artillery 
prc'paration had eommenec'd on the? 10th ainl 
c'xtended on both side's of the* actual point 
dc'stined to be* carried. 

At. half past thrc*(‘ on April 25 the (Terman 
artillery lire ivac*hed its fiillcvst intensity, ami 
at h.45 a.m. the' infantry, wi^h their accompany - 
ing artillc'ry, went forward to the as.saiilt. 
Fivoting on their Icd't flank, so as to hold in 
cheek any attack from the* dirc'etic^ii of Haillenl, 
the' (lerman div*isions directed their efforts 
with their centre ancl left straight up the 
Kc'inmel heights. The rest of the German 
foive was directed against the Hritish right, 
which wius on the Mess; m*.s- Kemmel road at a 
point about Imlf way bcHweeii Kemmel and 
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WytschatJte. Evidently the Cornuni ohjecd 
was to turn that flank and push in hetwi'eii it 
and the French on Keininel. 

^Vftor veiy severe lighting the right fhvnk 
of von Eberhardt’s men, whicdi consisted t»f 
mountain troops ami Bavarians, captured tlie 
forward positions held by the> French and 
finally reached the Kemmel er<\st. Several of 
the advanced posts occupied by tlu' Krench and 
part of the village held out till the evening, 
although KemiiK'l village itself was taktMi about 
10 a.m. On the (lerman right, tht» British 
line was hold by th(‘ 0th Division and 
attached troops from the 40tli Division, 'fhe 
fighting, which bt'gan here at 7 a.m., was \ ery 
severe, and heavy losses wore inflict cmI t>n the 
(lennans by rifle and machine-gun tire at close 
range, but eventually the right flank of tlu‘ 
0th Division was tV)rCi'd to fall back fighting 
strenuously to Viorstraat, though th(‘ wood 
just south of that point still h(d<l out till one 
<i’<!lock. 

Bator on, the (lerman progrc'ss extended to 
the southernmost of th<' groat craters oxplotksl 
in the previotis year on tla^ Messines ridgt* and 
8t. Eloi was taken. In the aftormain the 
attack was pushed on with groat vigour against 
the ground held by the 2 1st Division, and by 
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the evening the Ihitish had boon gnidually 
forced back ami la-ld a line running from 
Hill til) to Voornie/.eele, tluai past tlu' north of 
\’i<Mstraat to tlu' junction with lln' French 
about La iMyltt*. Sit'gta's (\>ips was now in 
touch with 1'^dH‘rhardt's troops and the (lerman 
line extended over Kemmel in front of the 
position held by t h('. British A considtM*- 
able amount of ground had bt^m lost, and 
to restore the situation n^serxi's w<»ro raipidly 
hurrioil up. 

On Api’il 2f» a lai‘g(‘ numluM* of fresh British 
ami Freni'h Divisicais, after se\cic aitilka’y 
pi*t‘paration, naidt* a vigorous attack from tin? 
north against tlu' hill and village of KiMumcl. 
4410 British troops t‘mj)loyed wera* the 2oth 
Division, with troops attachetl from tla* 21st 
an<l Iflth Divisions, together with Frt>nt‘h t roops 
'Fhe FrcMich penetrated into Kemmel village 
and took o\cr Ilflt) [irisonors. According t«> 
the ( lerman account , prisoiu'rs stat<‘d that the 
oi*der had been given that KtMunu'l was t>o b<? 
retaken no matter »if what cost. The advaiiu'c 
was at first fairly sm*ct‘ssful, but the Allied 
troops found t hemsclv(*s. after they hail ])ene- 
trat<‘<l into the (lerman position, struck on 
both flanks by hea\'y machim* gun fire, and 
they were unable to Tuaintain the ground won. 





MACHINE GUNNERS GUARDING A RIVER BANK. 
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Troops Hiegfir'ft Corps counter-attacked an<l 
hclpe<l to drives back the Allies. While thus, in 
the centre of the (Jerinan line, the Allies’ 
counter-attack was being dealt with, this right 
flank of Sieger’s corps pushed forward along 
the YpreH-(^)mines Canal towards the north, 
and reached a position between Voorniezeele 
and the elbow' of thi^ Ypres-Coinines Canal. 

The enemy renewed his attacks later in 
the morning, but made little* ])rogress, and 
then only at a fmv points. 'I’l-fjops of the 21st, 
30th, 30th and 40th Divisions and the South 
Afrii’an llrigade of the 0th Division wiae all 
engageil in sev'ere fighting during which they 
made several eounter*at taeks, whiiOi gained 
•some sueei'ss. 3’he cent I’c of von l^’b(*rhardt's 
(^)rpH was for<*ed slowly ba(‘k by some of 
these, but (‘ventually the (Jermans came on 
again and pressi'il th<‘m back. 3''h(‘ Kroncli 
were able to take Lot^re, but, according 
to thi' tierman aci'ount. this was recaptured 
by them notwithstanding the strenuous defence* 
made by the Krench garrison. At the <*nd of 
the day Kemmel Hill remained in the hands 
of the (Germans, not wit hstanding the repeated 
efforts of th(* Allii's to turn them out of it, and 
the progress that the right Hank of the (k'rman 
attack had made' to tiu' noith-west of \'ooi- 
nu'/.eele i*enden‘<l the* position of th<* Jlritish left 
a dangerous one. b^sp(*eially did it threaten 
the line of rctieat. of the troops to the east of 
Y|)res. It was, therefore', detei’iuined to with- 
draw thise from their salient position, and on 


the night of April 26/27 they were taken back 
to the lino Pilckem-Wicltje to the west end 
of Zilleboke Lake and Voorniezeele, and here 
they w'ore able to make good their stand. The 
retreat of the British troops was observ'd t 
from Kemmel Hill, and w^as also report-ed 
by von Bdekmann’s C’orps, which was on the 
right of Sieger’s. The German troops follow'eit 
up on the heels of the retreating British, but no 
event of ^special moment occurred on April 28. 

Tlie next tlay, liowev’er, a severe bombard- 
ment of the Allied positions opened at 3.10 a.m., 
and tw'o liours later a series of infantry attack^; 
was made against the French and British 
positions from the west of Dranoutre to Vooi - 
mezoele, but all of these were brought to a 
standstill. Against Lucre many desperate 
attacks w'c're made with a vdew to gaining the 
high ground behind it known as the Scherpi*n 
berg, th(' object of which was to facilitate 
j>rogress westward on to Mont Rouge and Moni 
Vidaigne, vvhi(*h, with Mont Noir, formed a 
part of the range which eommeiu'od at Kemmel. 
Locre itself being situated in the v'alley which 
separated these two parts. 3'he (Jermans at 
one* timi* forced an (‘nt ranee into lx)cre, and 
4‘vcn peiu't rated to tlu* crossroads betwei’u 
Scherpenl)(‘rg and Mont Rouge, but in both 
instance's Fri'iich count<*r-at tacks drove them 
back after a very sevi'ic* conflict. 

3’o the north of this part of (he field, wdierc 
the British h(*ld the front, tlie line w'as occupied 
by the 21st, 41)fh and 2.‘»th Divisions. 4’hcsc 
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were attacked with great vigour about 5 a.m. 
and a little later. Our fire drove them back, 
but after half an hour’s pause the Crerman in- 
fantry came on again in massed formation, with 
bayonets fixed, against the 49th Division. The 
fire from our troops carried devastation into 
their ranks, and resulted in the assailants 
being forced to retreat with extremely heavy 
losses. The 25th Division was again at t acked 
about half -past eight without success, and 


a further small gain was made by the enemy 
about Voormezoelo, the general line of the 
Allies was firmly held, while the Cermans had 
suffered enormous lossi's, which had brought 
them to a full stop. 'Hus same day the Ger- 
mans had made another attack on the Ihdgian 
troops holding tiu' Vpres-Staden railway, hut 
the prom])t a<lvance of the Helgian troops not 
only drove back the (Jerman attax'k, but forced 
them out of the ground they Imd gainetl in their 



throughout the morning the Gcnnan infantry 
came on again and again to attack this T^ivision 
and also the 49th and 21st, to which were 
attached troops of the 50th and 59th Divisions. 
In all these cases the attacks were made in 
<lense formation, with the result that they 
were repulsiKl with heavy losses. Our artil- 
Itay fought with its usual ability, and in- 
flicted great loss f)n the front lines and also on 
the troops massed bcdiind them. Our infantry 
not only punished the Germans by its 
ace\irate fire, and in more than one eas<* went 
f<a war<l to meet them arul drove them back 
with the bayonet, or at least the sight of the 
British troops coming on to attac-k with the 
bayonet decided the Gi^rmans tcj withdraw 
before* the British cold steel reac-hed them. 

The result of the whole day was that, although 


first attaetk. At this point the enemies' tdftnts 
were entirely fruitl<\ss. 

The next day the h^rcnch, V)y a smart counttM*- 
attack early in the morning. (lro\'(‘ the iMicnty 
out of the ea,slei-n port it)?) of Locrc, to 
which hc» had manag<'cl to cling on tia* 2tlth. 
According to flu' (il<*rman a<*<‘oufits, the 
fighting round KcMima*! ha<i i-csultccl in the 
caf)ture of 8,2fH) |)i’isoners, 55 guns and 
255 ?nachine-guns Tlicy make no men- 
tion of their losses, whicii wei'e und; mht ej fly 
more severe tlain Miose of the* Allies. Th * end 
of the month praet iea-lly terminated the 
German efforts of furthcM- advance* e)n this part 
of the line. 

We have* seen that the riglit of tla^ French 
on the left of the German advance against 
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Arnitnis was, by its positiDii, open to a couiiter- 
Httaok from tho Gorman linos. Mont Rouaiul 
may bo looked upon as I ho strongest point in 
the Krencih lino Ijot-w een Montdidier an<l Ailotto. 
It is sittiatod on the north side of the Div^ette, 
which runs tlirough a valley with stc'op lulls on 
either side, to join tho Ois<» south of Noyon, and 
stands as a sentinel on the right of the heights 
coining down to it from Le Plernont. This 
river line was a fairly t'llieient obstacle, owing 
to the nature of the ground, though the stream 
was not of much importance,. It had bet*n 
gn^atly strengthened by the French engiui'ei*s, 
and as long as this was held no Gennan advance 
was possible past it directly to the south. Tlie 
Gcn'iuans held the opposite bank on the lower 


CHAUNY, AND CHAUNY CHURCH. 

slopes, which wore somewhat exposed to tho 
French fire, and from whicli a direct attack 
against thorn would have been very diflicult. 
Tho woods behind the Gorman trenches .served 
to cover local movements of ti*oops to the east 
or west, but were of no utility from a defensive 
point of view. These considerations show why 
at first the Gormans made great t'ft’orts to 
ture tho ground on the right bank of the 
Divetto, and many attacks w<‘re delivered in 
vain about Renaud, b\it fiiuiing their efforts 
usel<^s.s they pushed on ahead to Montdidier, 
contenting them-selv^es merely with observing 
it. But as long as the French hold Mont 
Renaud it was noce.ssary for the Germans to 
watch the ground there, lest it shoukl form a 
starting-point for an attack against tho German 
cominunications back to La Fere. The Frc'uch 
appear to have thoroughly appreciated tluv 
obji'ctionable position wliich the very ]>ro- 
nounced salient offered, and early in April made 
arrangemeuts for withdraw^al from it, tliough 
there w^as no intention of movdng backwards 
unless the Germans came forward. The French 
position joined on to ours at Barisis and 
extended down past Froyne and Quincy to tho 
canal which connected the Oise and the Aisne. 
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The line in question, which was occupied by 
part of the French Sixth Army, was a difficult 
one to hold, because the marshy part of the 
lower forest of Coucy was commanded by the 
high ground of St. (xobain, and it was evidently 
undesirable to adhere to this when a detennino<l 
advance of the enemy might have interrupted 
the French line between Noyou and Cliauny. 
ft was, therefore, determined to retii'o when 
necessary to a line wliich would do away wit h 
the obtrusive salient which the Fi*ench position 
offered at this point. 

Between Chauny and La Fore, Westphalian 
and other troops, five divisions in all, under 
von Boelui, after a short but powerful 
artillery preparation, advanced in the early 
morning of April 6. The attack was divided 
into tw’o parts : the riglit he directed against 
the twin hills of Amigny and Chauny, from 
which a wide field of view dominates the valley 
of the Oise : the left against the French line 
in the northern part of the Coucy Wood south 
of Barisis. The artillery preparations had boon 
extremely effective, and for this reason very 
little further resistance was offered, and the 
heights were captured with very slight losses. 
The right attack crossed the Oise and stormed 
the suburbs of Chauny ; it then proceeded on- 
ward end a storm of artillery preparation was 
directed against the village of Sinceny, which 
was captured in the late afternoon. This 
did not satisfy the troops, who pushed 
farther forward on the road to Pierremand(‘, 
which was reached at nightfall. The left 
portion attacked the French positions in 
Coucy Wood and the line Bichancourt to 
Chauny was reached. I’he attack was, 
as in the previous operations of this 
advance, covered by a very heavy fire of 
artillery and trench mortars, which the 
Germans claim inflicted heavy loss on the 


1* rench, and they also claim to have taken 
1,400 prisoners. 

The attack wtxa continued the next day, an<l 
the French were forced back to the western 
bank of the Ailette, Pierremande and Folem- 
bray being taken. On the westtM-n side of the 
forest of Coucy a hillock to the north-east of 
Folembray was captured, and the Germans 
made good their advance as far as Verneuil 
and took some more prisoners. They made 
a direct attack on Coucy castle by a ravine 
which ran up towards it, and the French 
machine-guns fired into the compact mass 
which came up along it, and out down the 
advancing Germans by hundreds. The French 
gradually fell back on Ooucy-le-Chatoau, and 
there halter! to wait further developments. 
Seeing that a further attack was imminent on 
April 8, it was determined to withdraw the 
whole of the French forces, with the exception 
of a small retaining force left in the castle, to 
the banks of the canal, and this was su<‘cessfidly 
accomplished, the loss being very trifling, for not 
a single gun or machine-gun had to be aban- 
doned. The retaining force left in the castl«> 
fought with the utmost braveiy, and were able 
to hold back the Gormans for a eonsidorable 
time. Many bravo deeds wore done by the French 
rear-guard in their retreat from the (Joucy 
(^liateaii, among which may be specially 
signalled out the gallant action of an ambulaiuio 
man who found himself left alone in the castle 
with a badly-wounded soldier unable to walk. 
Taking him on his back, ho carried him down 
to the })ank of the Ailette to a })ridge wliich 
was partially broken down. Befon? he could 
cross he had to rr-jiair it, and, putting down his 
man, ho hunted about for a plank to i-epair the 
gap. This found and put in place, be hoisted 
till* man on to his back and crossed the rivijr. 
He then destroyed the temporary repair, leaving 
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the bridge in a worse condition than before, 
carried* off his comrade to the nearest 
dressing station, and proceeded to join his 
unit. For this act of courage and coolness 
he was given the Croix do Ouorre. 

The new French line now ran from Mont 
lienaud across the Oise and up the south bank 
to Quiorzy, whence it went south-east on the 
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France. 

south of tl\<* Aisne-Oiso (•anal and tla* 

Ailotto to join i»ii to the* old line of trein hes, 
a litih* .'-outh t>f Mortier. 

On April Ih in s[)i((* of tla* rain \vhi(*h had 
turned the roads into rivers of nnuh tlie eanal 
line of Hiehaneourtdh*aueourt was reached by 
the (ierinans. ddie tt»tal number of ]u*isoners 
taken was «*stimatt*d by them at 2,000. 

'Phis \>peratuui on a walth of six to ten miles 
was, the Cermans claimed, almost equal to 
that (»f the first Hritish battle of ('ambrai, 
wliieh gained for us in one day’.s fighting 
ground to a <lepth of 4J miles ami about 2,000 
prisoners. Half of the lower wood of Coucy 
was again in (lermaii hands. Thu booty, 
which wa.s almost entirely of British make, was 


probably what we could not take away when 
the French took over that portion of the front. 
For the French the defeat was (in German 
opinion) a painful one, as it pressed them still 
farther away from the spot whore their artil- 
lery was searching for the Paris guns (i.e., st. 
Gobain). 

The attack on the Coucy front was not the 
only one made in the intervening period 
between April 10 and the renewal of tl^y 
German endeavours to reach Amiens. On th«? 
night of April 9 a determined attempt was 
macle on the French holding Hangard, and 
after a severe struggle, in which the front 
fluctuated backwards and forwards, the enemy 
was driven back. Small local attacks wore 
also made near Castel on the Avre and to th(^ 
west of Noyon, but all were defeated. Still 
the German Higher Command did not give 
up its atti'inpt to push forward on the south of 
Amiens without a further effort. An intense 
artillery preparation began on tho morning <>f 
the 11th, and after continuing some hours the* 
(men\y launchotl an attack against the trenchers 
held by tho Britisli and French on the line 
Hangard-Tftnuges. The first attacks wore all 
driven back, l)ut tho enemy piled on division 
after division and after a series of furious 
a>5saults which lasted all the day succeeded in 
penetrating into TIangard. Counter-attacks 
made by the French enabled them to re- 
capture the wostei’n pai’t of the village, where 
figliting w<‘nt on fiereely late into the night, 
but eventually the (Jc*rman.s w('re driven out. 
At the Ilourgcs extremity, iiotwitiistandiug 
repeated attempts, tlie (Jermans made no prti- 
grc*8s, so that tho net result of the fighting 
was a small gain, subsequently lost, and 
very heavy Gernuui casualties in killed and 
wounded. 

This tlay, too, tiu're was .some fighting near 
Xoyon, where the enemy threatened attack 
.uul massed troops for the purpose. These 
were, however, caught by the Frenejh artillery 
and the ad\ anoe^ was completely stopped. 

On the Kith the Germans attacked at Hoyelles, 
between Arras and Albert. The attac?k was 
<lelivered in some force and with considerablo 
pertinacity, but wa.s held by the British troops. 
During the time that tliis fighting had been 
going on there had been a c(a*tain number of 
local actions in the Chajupagne and in the 
ueighbovirhood of Verd\m, but not aiw of 
importance. Near Toul, on April 13, the 
Germans violently bombarded the line hold by 
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the Americans, north-west of the town, on the 
right bank of the Meuse. After considerable 
artillery preparation their infantry attacked, 
but tho Americans held their ground along 
nearly the whole line. At a few points the 
Germans managed to penetrate, but counter- 
attacks drove them out with a loss of 64 
killed and 20 wounded, while 36 were taken 
prisoners. 

On April 10 it was oflicially announced that 
the Americans were taking part in the fighting. 
It had been the original intention of their 
Cominander-in-Chiof to wait until his own 


you that tho American people will bo proud to 
take part in this, the greatest and most striking 
battle of history.’* 

Following out this idea, American troops 
were brought up wherever they were required ; 
part fought with tho British ; part wore sent 
down south to relieve troops of tho French 
First Army, which had come up to tho Somme ; 
others went into Italy. This explains how it 
was that on April 13 Americans were fighting 
in tho neighbourhood of Toul. In tho forest 
of Apromont, when the Germans made a 
vigorous at hick on tlio French positions near 
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units were .sufiiciently organized to enable tlu^ 
American Army to take tho fadd as an entity, 
but circumstances did not admit of such tlclay. 
When (General F(K*h, at the crisis of tht' Somme 
battle, was made Commander-in-CIncf of the 
Allied forces in France, General Pershing cam<‘ 
to him and spoke as follows : “ I have come 

to tell you that the American people will hold 
it a high honour that their troops should take 
part in the present battle. 1 ask you to permit 
this in my name ami in theirs. At the present 
moment then' is only one thing to do, to fight. 
Infantry, artillery, aeroplanes -all that I have 
I put at your disposal —do what you like with 
them. More will come — in fact all that may 
be necessary. I have come expressly to tell 


Warm Brul6 and gained a footing in .'•.oim* (‘f 
tho advanced portions of thc^ line, a sharp 
eounter-attack carried out hy Kreneh and 
American troops in combination <lrnv(* thein 
out again. On this occasion 22 prisoners, 
})eIonging to six dilTereiit units, were tak(‘n by 
the Americans. 

On April 20 another attack was d(*liv(*r(*d by 
the Germans against the Amc'riean positions, 
this tiling against those to the west of 
Hcinieies Fon*st, nnrth-wi*st. ot loul ; l,2tK) 
German shock troops mad(* the attack and 
afbT a heavy hombardnamt penetrated the 
Amerieari tnaich<?s and ca[)tured the xillago 
of Seich(q 3 rcy. But a count^'r attaek M as soon 
organized against it, and after severe hand-to- 
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hari<l fighting, in which the Gcrmarirf lost very 
lauivily, they wore driven hack, leaving the 
American positions virtually intact. Anotiier 
incident of the fight was tiiat two (ierman 
a4?rr)plancs, attempting at a low elevation to 
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fiuu'hiiK^'guii tlu' AiiH'iiean trendies, were 
brought down by our Ally's tir('. 

April It) saw a smart piiMv* of work done by 
the French in the Avu’e v'alb'y. It) miles south 
east of Amiens on the heights west of the Avrc', 
wher<‘ tlu'V attacked on a lim- from I’hemna^s, 
elos4' to when^ tlu^ rivei’ Lu(*e crosst's the road 
and railroa<l running from Mon*uil to Amiens 
just before it joins he Avre, niid Mailiy- ltainev''nl 
five or six miles fartluM* to tie* south. It was 
more in the nature of a sortii' than a gr«*at 
attiick. till' numlxM- of troops employt'd bt'ing 
small, but tlaiy inad<' an advance which, at its 
greatest depth, iiu'asiii’i'd a mile, lecovere*! 
useful ground, ami brought back .*>01) prisoners. 

Our aircraft had done v aluablt' woi k in t h«' 
lighting found .Xifiaait ieres in spite v<*rv often 
of most unfav ourabh* wt'ather. On April ti our 
maehines had W{it<*hiM| the laiemy's movements 
along the whole of the bat t li'-front since 
dawn, and about noon repfuted a conccMi 
tration of hostih' troops south of the Somme. 
Notwithstanding the rain, a large force t>f our 
aeitjplanes went up ami ilroppod over oDh 
lnaub-N on the t'liemy’s Jls^^^Mnble^l infantry, 
he^itles tiring irt.ltOt) rouilds at tliem from their 
ma<*hine-gui\s. All this was naturally ni>t done 
without opposition, an<l III luvstile machines 
wt'ie bn>ught down and II otIuMs ilriviMi 
flown out of t'onti’fd. whih' twf> German ai'ro 


planes wc^re shot down by our anti-aircraft fire. 
On the sat no dale the French reported that 
they )iH<l brought down seven German 
machini's and two of tlunr captive balloons, 
besido.s dropping about five tons of t>rojectilo.s 
on the stations and cantonments in the Ufiyo 
ri'gion . 

Fighting in the air went on. On April 7, 
visibility being g4>od, there was consideral)!. 
air activity ami some fighting with hostile? aero 
planes. April 10 was not favourable for air- 
work, but a certain amount of fighting took 
f>laco between ihr? l«>w-flying aeroplanes accom- 
panying the (Jerman attack and ours opposing 
them; so niisty was it, that the lighting was 
dmie at an average height of 200 ft. It met, 
how'evor, vvitli considerable success, four of the 
emany’s machines being brr>ught down and 
threc^ others shot down by our infantry fin?. 
Against this we had to put a loss of sev(*n. 

The next day saw' a daylight raid on Liixraii' 
bourg station without loss to us. Our men 
dropp(?d a ton of bombs with good efTect, and 
<*xperienced no loss from the anti-aircraft gun 
tire. 

April 11 saw a good deal of fighting on the 
battle front, in which the Germans got rather 
the worst of it. 

d'hr* n<*xt day the weather improved, and 
there was great activity in the air along the 
whole front. Several long distance roconnais- 
.saiiees wt're madi* and plmtographs taken, and 
many aerial cofubats fought with a loss of 
four 4)f our maehim's ; 21 of th(? GermaiLs 

wen‘ crashed, and 14 otlaas driven down out 
4>f control. During the night a considerable 
amount of b»>mbiiig was dom?. 

On April Dl, the weather being very favour- 
able for Hying, the war in the air increased 
in intensity. barge numbers of low-flying 
nuiehines wc're employiul in bombing ami in 
sweeping with machine-gun fire roads packed 
with the (»neiny's troops. Over them 3H tons 
of bombs were dropped, tuid more than 100,1)00 
rounds of ammunition expt'iided. 

While these? attacks were being carried out, 
other formations flying at a greater lua’ghb 
vvt're I'ligaged by the enemy's at‘roplanes, 
whi<*h were extremely active on this part of 
the front ; 40 hostile av’iafors were brought 

dow-ii by our men ami two shot down by our 
anti-aircraft fire, and 20 of tlu*ir machines were' 
driv'tni dow’u out of conti’ol. We also destroyed 
three hostile obs(»rvation balloons, and with a 
loss to ourselv^'es of only 12 aeroplane >5 mtssing. 
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During night a good doal of bombing work 
was done. 

On the next fow days tho weather did not 
permit of much aerial work, but still our men 
fought against the advancing German infantry 
at low elevations with good success. 

April 21 saw an imxjrovement in tho weather, 
of which our airmen took full advantage, 
firing many thousand rounds of machine-gun 
ammunition on the German infantry, and 


dropping some 23 tons of bombs. The 
Gen nan aviators wero by no means aggressive, 
apparently the experien<’o of the past ftnv 
days had taught them caution, but \vt* manageil 
to destroy 13 of their machines, and six others 
were driven down out of <*(nitrol. Tliis with 
a los.s of but five to lairselvi's. Anu»ngst our 
successes was the dest ruction of tht^ well-known 
German airman Rittmeister Raron M. von 
Richthofen, who was brought down and fi ll in 
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our lines, fie was credited by the Gennanw 
with having destroyed 80 of our macliines. 
He was a gallant man and a chivalrous fighter. 
His body was interred by us with full military 
honours. 

The examples that have been given are 
typical of the air fighting in the field about 
Arrnont ieres. 

Some of the Gnrman eouimonts on the 
situation are quite? wortliy of record as showing 
tlio varying views put forward as the fighting 
proc(?(?d(?d. According to tin? N onldvAitficho 
AUfjemeine Ze.it umj, Foeh “may think that his 
Hol(5 duty consists in covering the capital.” 
This was certainly not Foch’s idea, but we 
must remember that <lid not come into full 
command of all t he Allied forces till March 2t}, 
and up to that date there was good reason 
for Hiqiposing that Fetain had thought tho 
prot('<;tion of Faris tlu? most important duty he 
ha<l to perforin. However, from the moment 
that F(jch carno into otlico it was evident that 
he was deti'rmiiusl to maintain an united front, 
and to resist to the (‘iid ev'(?ry German atti'inpt 
to separate the French and British Armu*s. 

Von Ardenne, in tlie Berliner TaqcJilatt of 
March 2fi, showed tliat he fully appr(‘ciated the 
possibility of the Sinnme battle not being the 


main effort of the Germans, or, rather, that it 
might be found more desirable to make that 
effort in another direction. 

The principal aim of tho German Command iw tho 
weakening of the enemy, and as this result can only bo 
obtained by big battles, the German ieatlers will not only 
not avoid tho latter, t-iit will force thorn on. By this £ 
<lo not mean to say Gmt tliis aim will bo carried out on 
the present battlefield; it may bo attempted on unv 
portion of the other front--'. 

The Germans wore legitimately proud of the 
great successes they obtained in -the first days 
of tho offensive. Said the Norddeutsche All- 
(femeine ZcitWKj : — 

When we eoiisifler that we have •^ncecoded in a sin^^lfi 
week in exehaiiLcinLr trench warfare, which had lasted for 
three years and a half, witli t hree Arini(\s on the defen.si\ e 
into a war of movement, and try to realise tho tremendous 
preparations, in addition to tho mere moving of huge 
masses of troops necessary for tho suceessfnl completion 
of our break through, we must see that it is a sheer 
impossibility to advance at the ame rate as duriiiL' tlm 
last few days, when tho troops often covered 12 iniUs 
a day. 

At flic end of March, German opinion was 
“ that our victorious courst? is not to bo checked. 
Its objectives hav'(‘ been decided upon and 
everything has been taken into calculation.” 
It may hen? ho remarked that when English 
papers publisiu‘(l the fact that documorits had 
been found on (ierinari prisoners which showed 
that the objectives laid down at the commence- 
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rrient of the attaok were not roa<*h<Hl, “ in 
accordance with plan," denials at onec^ appetmMl 
in the Ch'!‘inan Pjess This seems to V)o some- 
what contradictory to tlio above statenieiit, 
which was inado in the Frankfurter Zeitufuj of 
March 30. Still then^ app^ars to Juive litMni, 
notwithstanding the ]i}can of victory shouted 
so loudly, some faint glimmering of doubt as 
to whctlier tlio g«‘at ideas on which the 
advance was })ased would he altogether 
attained. At the end of the mor.th we told 

the conquest of Paris, with whicli our fireside 
strategists are already busying themselves, 
hardly plays a part in our calculations. It is 
urgently necessary tt> utter a warning against 
causing unnecessary excitein«»nt at honu' by 
such fanciful suggestions.” This .som<nvhat 
conveys the impression tliat at the end of the 
first nin(i days’ fighting the results did not look 
so promising as had been hoperl wlirai it was 
.started . 

Acconling to Gaedk*% the \^'ell-known G<*rnian 
military critic, the beginning of tho German 
offensive was rega riled by us as evklence of the 
haste with which the Gorman High Command 
was trying to end the war. 

This only fHows ignorance of the conilittons neccM«<iii y 
for military success. Ev*ry High Cornniand must 
iiu orally omlcavour to entl the war as quickly as their 
Etrengtb [x*rinit'<. It would bo a breach of tlicir most 


Kiu-roil duty if tluiy tHcd to do otlKM’wisc, for wur is 
always so groat an ovil fimt it cannot lx* ondo<l (|ui(‘kly 
ommgh. It follow^, th(*n*fon», t Inil it is no<’OM,sary to 
atta<‘k, bocauso tho offoiisiv»? .aloiK' run biing a victorious 
piMico, i!»di‘jx*ndont of tho will ot tlx* cnoiny. Troiicli 
warfare moans th«) indonnito ]>]'(i1oiumiI ion of tlio war 
with all its injurios and disadvantag< This in'ccssity 
was bitterly b*It for ycsirs, so hnig as wo had to diviilo 
our foroos h(‘two(;n Kast and Wo^t With us, it was 
tally a inoasurc t»f iiooossity : for tla^ British and Kroncli 
it was a sign of iiupotonrs*. 'J’hrf>ngh all thosi* yoar-., in 
couiitU?ss attacks, they havo riglitly oiidoax onrod tt> gt*t 
rid of t roncli warfaro and rostoro t»pon fighting, but all 
their atteinjils broke ih/Wii against the iirisliattia'ahlo 
wall of tho n'ustaiitre of oiir trorqi’^. 

The delight of th<* Untontt^ know no bounds. Still, 
as I hnvt! already itanarko*!, ov«*rything on earth is 
relative. First and last, Hindcnhiirg alway"' diotatos 
the methods t>f figliting. The enemy has to follow liis 
lead, presumably even when lx* retreats, and as Jong as 
lliiij is tlio cas«‘ tlx'ro is i»t) tpie^iion of n slantlsPH in any 
souse. The eriomy tihligod ft) use* Ins ro.-orvos a hon^vor 
llindenburg wishes. Thi^ is the most'st riking feature 
of the present perioti of the fighting — the onorny has yet 
allompteil no Htratogic eoiinter-attaek. Hindonburg’s 
first positions have hyj'iiol is(*d the eineny (vommand : 
all they seem capable? of doing is to rush up one division 
after another and jilaiyo them whon^v'er tlio (iorman 
pressure .seems greatest. Our enomy is inea[)ul)Ie 
apparently, of any original thought ; they a<lopfed the 
ideas of Hindeiiburg and J.udondorit in the const met ion 
of their trench system. 

The last riuuark was iimloubtcdly justified, 
as wc liod adopted ibo system of uii oufposf 
line occupied only by machine gunners. 

Further, wo aro informed that tho whoI(* eonntry as 
far as and oven beyond Paris consisto*! of lines of 
fronehos, one bohimi tho other, and tJioy }»ad used more 
baibod wire than in a whoh* y< ar previously. 
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TJioir tacti'?s Ivid been founded Hinden- 
l>ur^’s systeii: of elastic defenct*. 

Tho Gormans were quite otMtaiii there etaild 
he no (|UOstion of direct concerted actitai on 
tlio part of the British and Fren(*li forties as a 
lesult of tho unity of comiiuuul. 

'I’ho interruption of railway tratTio l)i'tw«MMi Albert ami 
ATuieiis liail put a stop to that idea. The front's ha\in>i 
bc'on dividatl info two separate st'etors i lie Ih itis-h ean 
only 14) troops, to tlu' luutlKU'u battle area th<- 

north side of the .Vvre-.Sntmue lim*- -ami tfi‘ Krem h 
eoutrol tin* re-t of Krauee. The lh'itis^h, vith then 
railway s\ 'stern thus awkwar-dlv atfeeteil. aii* in an 
evti'i'Tiiely tight eomer. Th<*\' eaii ordy have one aiin 
now, to endeavour t>y e\ery ineaiiv at tle'ii- «lisj»0',al to 
rt'-establish a fresh linn line, even if it he only thinl> 
held , so that the (lerinau adx'anet* ina\- be -^teniiiied 
Only ill this way <*an eat asl I'ophe he a\erte<l. 

d^hc remark of the ro.v.v/.sy/n' Ztihin.f of 
April 2 is well worthy <>f nolo ; 

'I'he idea of vielorv must he rexivi'd in m> liy enrn'iit 
event's. I’eaei* is et'rtaiiily on the hori/.iai ; thv' lee 
lias hi'eii broken. 1 write this lieing well awan* line t be 
e.ity reader 1 /.r., the Iterlin reader] lias beeorn - a liai'deiied 
seeplie. that his daily <pie>tion 1 -. “ W'lien shall we have 
piaUM* ? ’’ llindeiihurg's vactorv in tlu' W'est has broiigh.t 
p«auM‘ af>priM-iahl V nearer, 'TIk* time I's tiou' ripe for the 
rtaippearaiHM' of optimism in our ra]»ital. 

(renei'al Koeh’s plan was va'iy di iTereiii troin lliat whieh 
was ho{v'd for hy tie* \^•rsailIe-■ (lonneil, bei-au e now at 
the l)es( tlu' ri'serve army will not he able lo ileenle t lie 
war, but only to avii't eatas-l ropln* lr«ae the Ih'iti-li 
Ai ■my, b^eaiise Koeb einild elioose neither ( li ■ turn' m.i 
the plaee for t he offensive. At firs( f'oeb w as eoinpelled 
to put ill bis troops wherever tl'.e\' weis* wanted, but 
thf'v admit be d«d sueeee<| in iV'sisling on the Upper Avre 
long mioiigb for the Kiiglisb to place ihemselve' m Ironl 
of Amiens fc.»r the riiird Ki'emli Army t<» -ain .1 /irm 
fooling elo.so bebind Montilidier ami \o\on. ()ii t be 
other hand. Foeli did not ''UeetMMl in gainin.; a po-itivi- 
•strategie snei'ess on 1 lie liiie-s of his plan. 

It iiuiy b»' permitted here to r<*mark tliat it 
is always foolish to ])rophesy, especially in th«’ 
bloody drama of wai- in wlii<-h tli<’ psy'ehieal 
jdaysso important a part, until after the' vi fit. 

d'lu' German view of the situation so lar a^^ 
the tigl'itiup was eoiicorueil rntiy be taken Irom 
a r(*f)ort of a senior ofTa-er iti the \\ireles> 

of April 11. ‘'The diflienlties of the attack 
lay eliietly in the condition of the count rv. 
The ground was so soaked aial the n<‘\\ly nia<|o 
shtdl'holes filled \vith Witter as to make any 
ad\'an(*e vim v difTienlt, and t lie J^aitish there 
fore ti])pear to have regarded an attack in 
such conditions tvs impossibh*, and lutd there- 
for** itppreeiahly weakened t}a*ir Hiu* here. 
The en<*my's artilh*rv liad h<*en sileiiecMl and 
the taiemy's infantry positions lia<! been 
shelled an<l w<*re rip<^ for tlu* assanit. The 
(dermaii infantry masses pressed forwiird un- 
ceasingly, and simply ov(*rntn the {h‘e[)I\ 
fortified line of cidvance for five miles.” 

Let us now deal with the w'ork of the .\u.'^- 


tralian divisions which wer** destined to play 
a gn‘at part in rt‘-isting the (hMinaii a<lvant*e 
from tlu* ap<‘X. of the salit*nt w'!ii(*h t hi eat ened 
Ainii'iis. 

W lu'ii tlu* ( Jerman otfensix t' <*ojnmenee<l on 
March 21 tlu* fiva* .Vnstralian diN'isions wcri^ in 
Flanth*rs, thre*' bt‘ing in the front, line, or in 
chise support, w hih' the 'Third and lAairlh 
were somowdint fartlu'i* ba(*k. 
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Oti March 24 and ^r>, the :h‘d and tth 1 )i 
visions wer*' ord<*i*ed to tin* south of /Xieas, 
wlu*r<* it. was the oiiginal intention to use 
tlu*m as an immediat** snppoit, but. the swift, 
progress of tlie ({erman advance <*ans<‘d lh«‘m 
to he s**nl still inon* to the south, and on tlu* 
2r)t h they w**re dc*t rained at l)<ailli‘ns, w her*e 
01 a* lirigad** tlu* llli Infantry Hri^ade wa-, 
pushed up into tin* front line to stop the 
<h*iinaii advaiu'i* at 1 b'*lMit<‘rne, wlu*n* it was 
<‘mploy<*<l for the m*\t month, taking part in 
s< mewhat s<*\<*r<* fighting. 'The <)tlu*r two 
bi'igailes of flu* 4fh Australian Division, aft(*r 
marching all night, M*aehed in tlu* t'arly 
morning tlu* gromul on the Amiens sid<* ot 
.\lb<*rt, and Ju*!-e they' |earru*<l of th** s<*v<’r<* 
lighting whi**h tlu* T'ift h Army had been 
<‘vpos(*d to aiul of its |■<*l^^‘al. Tlu* two Aus 
tralian brigadt‘S took up a line west, of .Albert, 
and Dtirnaneoiirfj on tlu* Anere. und (lie .‘{rd 
Division a liiu* from tlu- Anere tu (he Somme. 
Ht*for(‘ tlu* Aust radian line could be pr-opiily 
orgiinized aiul befoi-e their guns had aill arriv<*<l 
llu*y’^ were ineessamtlv' at(ta<*ke<l bv tlu- (Germans 
;il Dernaneourt amd near Moi la neonrt , vv lu*i <* 
tlu*y infliet»*d lu‘»tv'\' loss on I lie «*nemy. 

On Aliireh .‘10 tlu^ aift*‘mpt/ to pi(*ree tlu* .“{r*<l 
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AuHiralian Division was <lefoatefl ; but our 
troops holding tho lino from Harnel south of tho 
Hoinino were driven back, and the enemy s 
advance on Villeisdircto/ineux and Ifangard 
was thvis getting dang* roiisly near Amiens. 
\leanw'hilc 3 the 5th and 2nd Au.'-Aralian Divisions 
had c(»me up and flicir resr rvc brigades were 
sent forward and o(f(Mi[)ied a line aViout a mile 
and a half in front of Villers-Hretonneux 

Dn Apfil 4-5 tlw (iermans.aswtduiowMdiai)- 
tor (’(’LXVJl, p. 1115). laiinelied two conv«Mging 
attacks towards Amiens, that of tla* tth was 
towards the village of Vill.'rs-lhM'toiuievix, where 
they drove in (he Ihitish on t hc^ nfirtli-east of 
the village, )>ut the Australians in front of the 
town 1 h 1<1 their groiual, and (lie Britisli cavalry 
coming up restored the situation. In the 
nfternoon, th(^ (tern )a ns again drove back the 
light. t>f tlu' Australians aial the troops on (ho 
right <»f them, but a. (*ountcr-attack of two 
Australian battalions and oiio of a Londtai 
regiment. re>establislH‘d the lino in front of 
Villers-Hf etonnoux, althougli tho Gormans still 
lu'ld a jiart of their <h‘f(‘nce towards Ihmgard. 

In the evening the 5tU Australian Drigado 
was hurried up to suiiport the troops in V'ilh'rs- 
JlretoniKUix. The next day it was do(ac‘hcd 
southwards and put in next the i^ronch at 
llangai<l \Voo<l. Tho reft of tho 5th Australian 


Division now came up, so that the whole lire 
from Albert to tho French was now held Ity 
Australian trooiis stretched out in a thin lii o 
without reserve. 

On April 5 a fresh German attack was made 
with four divisions against tho two brigades 
of the 4th Australian Division at Dernan- 
court near Albert. After very severe fighting 
they managed to drive tho enemy back and 
practically maintained their ijosition. 4 he 
situation here tlun was tluut the two Hiitish 
divisions, the Australians and th(' New Zca 
landers, now licld the line from Jlchutcriio to 
jraiigard, the only res(n*ve being the 1st 
Australian Division which had been brouL’bt 
down from tho north at Messines, where th.cy 
handefl over the line to the battlo-worii troop- 
who had been brought u]) from the Somna* 

Tho situation remained mueli th(3 same for 
the next fortnight, tho only chaugo being that 
the lin<3 in front of Villcrs-BrotoniuMix was 
handed over to tlio Sth British division, 
thus onabliiig (Ik* Australians to concentraie 
more offoclively for tho defence of tho liiu 
hcl<i. 

Du April 23, four German divisions wcj’e 
employed against, (ho British portion of the 
line, aiul hert', for tho first oceasion, Goriuan 
aial British tanks came into eonflict on the 
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AUSTRALIANS IN A SUNKEN ROAD. 


Iruiit ]h‘1\v(Mmi (Ik* Somiuo anil tlu' Avn* 
Vallays, 'Phn usual t’o^ fa-vouriMl tha (ianuaiis, 
and alxuit (i.IiO a.iu., after an inti'usive liom- 
hardiuent, wliicli had he^j^un throe liours 
previously, the (lermans aiUanci'd against tlu^ 
whole British front south of the Somme, 
(lennaii tanks broke th.rough our lini^ south of 
Villers-Bretonueux and, turning north and 
south, opened the way for their infantry. 
'Phesc' eaiiie on. A si*vere infantry attack took 
jilaee, in which great losses were intli< ted on 
the (lerman infant ly by our infantry lire* and 
also liy our light tanks, but eventually tlie 
enemy gained ]/oss(*ssion of \"illers- Brelon- 
ntuix. On the edge of the wood, to thi* west of 
this ])la(^e, a eounter-attaek by thi’ Stli Division 
stopped any furth(‘r progiess. 'I’o the south 
some of our heavy tanks drove back the 
(ierman tanks, and thus stopped the infantry 
attacks some distance to the east of (’achy. 
North of Villers-BretoiUMMix all attacks were 
repulsed. During tlw* night a brigade of the 
18th Division and the 1‘hh and loth Brigades 
of the 4th and .Ith Australian Divisions made a 
brilliant counter-attack under circumstances of 
great difficulty, as the whole of the plan hatl 
to 1)0 worked out in detail in so short a time. 

The 13th Brigade had never been near tlu* 
ground. It hail to advance two miles by night 
in the face of many machine-gun positions and 


1 I iis'raUan ofjU iai fyloh graf>h, 

through belts of win* and join up with tho 
loth Brigade in position in front of the town, 
d’his was pract ically accomplished before dawn, 
so that the (Germans in Villers- Bretiumeiix 
and the woods wi‘re surrounded by our troops. 
Our infantry and tanks also did exiudlent work 
in gathering up tlu* ({(‘rmans. 'Phus, two 
battalions of the 8th Divdsion, on the morning 
of .April 24, push<*d through the streets, mei‘titjg 
Avifh house-to-house I’esisl ariee, but, aided by 
tanks, they completely o\ (‘reaine it and t lio 
village was aga.in in our |)ossf*ssion. 

In addition to t lu^ losses intlietiMl, Wi* cn,pt urod 
l,t)()l) prisoners and also flu^ (ka'ma.n tank, the 

k^lfriede,” which laid been aba.ndoned, and 
was brought into our lines ks(‘e piet ute, p. 411). 

Krom Aj)ril 24, the Australians were left on 
the \'illi“rs-Bretonncux 1‘rord extcfiding fjoru 
the Ani*re a, cross the Somme to th«< Krench 
position about Hanga,rd. 'Phe (lermans ma.do 
no further attack against these troops, which 
now cov^ered the immediate approach to 
Amiens. On the contrary, it was the turn of 
the Australians to make many us<*ful small 
advances, which greatly improved our line. In 
succession they took from the ({ermans Ville.' , 
'Preux, Morlani’ourt, Sailly-le See, and points 
in front of Ndllers Breionneux Altogether, 
during the next few months Ix^fore the great 
offensive, about liftmen smart affairs were 
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GOING UP TO 

foiiKlil in front of Aiiii<'ns, and somo 3,0(*0 
prisoners vv<*i'o taken. 

'I’ll'* (M'l’ind of Mu* war just dosentu'd marks 
a considrndik* dcjiarturo from the pri'vions 
riK'thods, of which tlio initiation was nn- 
douliteilly dvu* (<> Mu* Uritisli attack on (^imhrai 
in the autumn of MM 7. It was the lirst occasion 
on whii'li tlu* lengthy preliminary bomhardinent 
lu'fon* the infantry attack was omitt<‘d. 

Now it must he t*\i<h*nt tliat a lontr pre- 
paratof\' artilleiy lire necessarily indieativs to 
Mu' enemy tlu* point si'lecled for the attack 
No matter how much the assaulting party may 
endeaNour to InMe this hy extending tlu* area 
over which the slu*ll tir** is dist rihutt*d, in the 
vt*ry nature of Mu* ease the |a*(*[)aration must l>e 
most intensi* where the m’tual assault is to he 
deliven-d. This aei'ounls very largely for tlu* 
feeble results of our previous offensives The 
(a*rn\ans knew just as well as we did ^ hen* (he 
attack was to be deliv(*red a.nd inaile arrange- 
nients accord inglv'. In the Mambrai attack 

Mu* preliminary boinbardiuent was no indication 
ot what was about to happen. Short and 
intense bombardiiumts laid often btx'n carried 
out without their )u*ing followt'd by infantry 
attacks. On this occasion the wire entaiigle- 
nu*nts were destroyed by our tanks, which thus 
fU’epared passages for the advance of our 
infantry. In the OJernian March otTensive a 
similar proceiiure was not possible, for the 
Oernmns had not got tanks insuflicit'nt nunibei*s 
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THE FRONT. 

for Mu^ purposi*, and Mieir own machines vveii 
ext raoi'dina l ily clumsy and inenicient. They 
tlu*n*fore relied ui)on an extremely heavy 
cone(*ntral ion of artilk'ry, eombin(*d with the 
lire of an imnuaise mimbf i* of tr(*nch mortars, 
to cut through the wire entaugh'ments. These 
preparations, which only lasted a fi*w hours, 
did not give rise on our j)ai*t to any large 
concent rat ion of ri'serviw to mei't Miem, for the 
best of reasons — Sir Douglas Haig had none at 
his dispo.sal. Tt was a eertainty from Mu* first 
tliat tlu* long-drawn-out liiu^ of tlu* otli Army 
was liable to bo broken by a suddiai and resohiti* 
assault. Artillery (ire was, of course, met by 
artillery lire, and our guns vven^ in sullieieiil 
iiumbors to (k*al to a great extent with Mu* 
batteries of tlie (h'linans in k-nnuMi ponitioHs, 
but tho fog whieli covered the ground vv'ell on 
to midday on the opc'iiing day of the fight 
pn'vented our artillery eoncentrat ing against 
the moving masses of infantry over ground on 
which it was imtiussible to set* wlu*re they vv^eit*, 
so Muit tlu'y thus ativaneed almo.st unscathed 
by shell fire. 

Tho (Jlermans had, as we know, introdiiet'd 
the use of poison gas, in spite of the prohibition 
of tlu* Hague Convention : but while, in its 
original form, it liatl been useful tvs a defensive 
measure, aiul even to ctwer an offensiv'e 
mov'ement over a short spaet*. its range had 
been so limited that immediately behinti the 
fighting line it produced little or no t*ffect. 
But by the use of gas .shells this had been 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR, 




alt<To<l, Ft wasi now possi])le to bomhanl our 
battery positions with letlial shells, which woiikl 
at any rate himJer, if they did not destroy, the 
gun dc‘tachments. The conibination employed 
was ingt'nious : against our batter^’ positions 
70 per cent of the sliells fired contained gas 
wliieh irritated the nose aiul throat ft ear - 
producing gas), 10 per cent wen^ jjoison giis 
pure and simple, and 20 per ctait. high <‘x- 
|>losive. The idea appears tt) have been that 
the irritating shells would lead the men to 
remove their masks, when th(> pf^ison shells 
would affect thcan. The high t xplosivt s were, 
of cours(», int(‘nd<Ml foi* dest ruet i\ puriiost's 
pure and simple. W’^hen the bunbardiiKait of 
tin' infantry positions was iiiHlertaken. arri 
tin* cre('ping barrage brought into j>la.y, while 
tin* poison-ga" shells wm'H* k<‘pt at 10 jx'r c-ent. of 
the number employed, tin* irritating shi'lls were 
nnluet'd to ^10 f)er ei‘nt . and tin* high explosives 
ineri*asi‘d to tiO pt‘r eiail. 'Ther'c' is no iloubt 
that this long-raFige gas-homhar Inn'iit w;is of 
sonn* utility, ainl tended at any rate to 
diminish our artillery tin*. I hit our gas-masks 
Avere eflieacious and our casualties from ga*^ 
wt're not heavy. Tlu' tdfeet of tin' ( Jerman gas 
shells w^as, thc'rcfore, comparatively unim- 
portant . 

Now’ it must be obscrvtxl .that in t in* atta<*k 


the enemy, under modern conditions, knows 
the ]>osition of tiu' opposing troops and is 
nearly always a-wart* of the point at whieh 
guns are concentniteil, and lu*nce (*an deal 
w'ith them. On the otlier hand the (k'fensive, 
etpially well informed as to the position of 
what may be deseribed as tin* enemy's opening 
lire lmttc*rit*s, has t.» rt*iy on t>bservation 
during tin* light for ai'tilk*ry lire against the 
ever shifting positions of tin* infantry advance. 
\V<* have schmi that fog int(*i’fe!*<*d \'ery eon- 
sidr*rahly with this. Ihit it did mon*. The 
(ka’mans had gathcired togt*tln*i* aii immi'iisi* 
munlM*r of miin'-tlirowers, i.e., short, range 
artilk'iy throwing shells of (*onsidcral>le powi*r, 
a IK I on these* they relic'd very larg(*ly foi’ the 
il<‘st rue*! ion of our w’ire* e*ut anglc*nn*uts. Thtiy 
knew our ]>ositi()Us, tln*y had airaug(‘<l l)e‘fi»re 
wht*rc tin* mino-ihrow ing w<‘apous were* to he 
plae*eel, and hen<*e‘ the lire' from Ihe^m was 
a<*eiira1e*. More'i>ve*r, <»w'iug to the* wi'idhe'r 
it W'as impeissihle* for us t c> spot t he*se* posit ions, 
w’hi<*h we*re* re*inlt*re<l iiiN'isihli* so long a< the 
fog he'lel. This sln)r(. nuigi' pe)W'e*rful prei je*e*| ile 
ai’t ill<.*ry, epiite a. tnenh'ru fe'aturi' iu war, wa.s 
on this eK*casie>n (*mployed to a hilhe'rto 
uidn'arel-of e'xtenl . Ile'iice' it w’as timl I In* 
Hritish a.i*my w^a.H e‘Xj)os('el ie> an e*xtre*Mn'ly 
hcavv Hre, to wduc*h it couM not (*nie*ieutly 
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i»‘ply because it did not know exaeUy whore The decision nniv('d at by tlio British 

it carno from. This firo dost royt'd the obstacles autlioritios at the end of IDIT, to take 

ooverinuourinfantry tronclu's, while thocurtain over part of tlio line held by thi‘ French, was 

of fojz allowed the Uia'inan troops to come uj> a <loca‘sion wliioli innsl. have Ixmmi reached 

to siadi close quarters that a sliort rush took with reluctance. it could not be justified 

tlu-m into our trenches. This state of alTaiis inilitarily--])olit ical oxiu:(‘ncies apait except 

lasted for the first two days of the attack upon the f.dsc* assumption that tln‘ (lennans 

and also at the battle of tlui ]..ys, and was one waaild not. attack, and altlion^li the iah llit>ence 

of the main causes of our tlefeaf. Of course rffordt'd both by oui- axiaftas and also by owv 

there was in addition tla* absolute ins>ifh<‘iencv sreret. service showj’d conclusively that attack 

of our numbers to man the lin(‘ of defence was coming: nothiuL^ was done to slrtaigthen 
])roporly, while our secondary liiu's b(‘hind the «)ur fe<‘ble iiyht ilank until tlu' h\n\v actually 

front weie not in a compkai* stat(‘ of prepara- b*!!. Had there been unity of <‘onanand, had 



\Frctick official phnto(;raf>^t. 

BOMBARDMENT OF A GERMAN FACTORY BY FRENCH AIKMEiN. 

The factory may be seen on fire. The nearest bombs appear to be fallln{{ wide of their mark, but this 
is an illusion due to the oblique direction of their fall. 

fion, nor even if th<*y had been were there tlii^ situation been rej.^ai‘d(‘d from the proper 

enoup^h troops in local n'serve to garrison t hem. point of view’, i.(j., that the w’hok' Allied trout 

Our troops w’cre not surja'isesd, they knew' the foriia*(l a (‘oncretr* whole wliich could not. lx.) 

attack wavs coming. But in the circumstances orjrnni'/.e(t in se^^ria-nts without liability to a, 

it is not to be w’taidered at that they were soluticai of continuity at the nactintr points of 

defeated; thf' wonder is that, taking all these* th(*se segnu*nts, viz., at tlie junction oi the 

factoi's into considerat ion, they ludd out as w'<‘ll dilTereiit nationalities holding tlx’in, so critical 

as they did. There is no doubt that about a yx)sit.ion w’ould not have arisen. 

March 25 the situation was a critical one. The (Hermans, as wo have scon ((Chapter 

But it was saved by the support given to our f.X-LXlIT, PP* .‘18 A 47), believed that if tlu'y 
too weak line by the French. struck at the ])oint vvlx ro tlu) liritlsh line coas«d 



f \HS'Ki’ia)i '<///' Jdl f'hotOf'n* 

WKHCKIII) MACniNUIlY IN A 1 ACTOKY IN NOKTllEHN FRANCK. 


jHidthc Kr<‘ncli line l)(‘ji,jui I licy would Im* al)l<‘ to th(‘ Frcaich liiK' ))(*tw(M‘n \oi*dini and Nancy, 

hi-cak them asuful(M\ d’hcyUiM wt hat tlM']»osi(ioii 'rin‘ latt<‘r liypothcsis must In' rnh'd ont 

of 1 he l^'rciich Army of K(‘S(‘rvc was soch t liat it hecause it would ha\c In'c'u too eccentrio 

would tala* s<*nM- time foi* it to come up in any to the advanci* on ilc' I'l-auco-Hrit isli 

coiisi<lcial)le st rcn^l li to aid t he Hrit isli. It will juiadion point and would ha\'c involved to») 

he r«‘m(‘mbercd tliat oidy thod'hird Fremdi Army lar^e a (h'diKtion of h>rce fiom what was 

was at first available, foi' tin' .small force dc distinctly the liiu' from which the ^r(a‘est 

taclied from the Sixth h'rcuch Army which \\a-> results were to be obtairu'd, i.i*., the di!‘('ction 

on t In* rif»ht ('f t he h'ift h I bit ish Ai’iny at Barisis which the (lermans selocK'd. Moim'ovci’ it 

and t o t he s<tut h was only a very small onr and must be rememln'ri'tl that this double* line* 

(piite insullicient t(> brill;: up Sir 1 1 ulx'rt ( baiLiirs of attack bail been olTect iially In'aten on 

army to an eepiality ol st ren;:t h with the larp* Au;:ust- 27, ItUt (si’:« \"ol. XVTl. p. 2t)S). 

(k'rman numbers e»pposcd to him ((’haptor 'Plu' ( Jeiiuaiis then had not. sutlicie'iil strength 

ct’Lxin, p. on). 'The next re'iiiforceiin'iits to to rany out the* e)t'h’nsi\M‘ a;:ainst tin* n;:ht 

airi\e' \\ e’le* 1 hose- irom tiu' First Fn'uch Ai’iuy Hank (»f the Allit's and also a;:iinst their left 

round roul. 'Teiul to Montdielie'r is a distance* of Hank; much le.ss had the*y now. It weeulel 

nbe»nt I .-)() mile's. It Weis ’el L^iuuble'" to oppei.sc se*e*m, t he*re*fe>re', tee have* be'e'U be-tte*!* to helved 

the* I'llth British Arm> te» atteick b\ the vt'ry Iiael a (*onsii le'iable part of the* Fre‘ne*h Ib'se'rv'.i 

snpe'iieu’ mmibe'is it weis epiitc e*e*rtjiin weaild Army ucan'i* to the'ii* le'ft Hank anel mo]*(' 

In' bre>u;:ht a;:junst it. It was anot he'i* ;:juub|e‘ e'jisily ji\iiilab!e' to he'lp the* British ri<:ht Hank, 

t e> lui\ «' t he' re'iiifeue'e'me'uts. whie*h in idl humeui 'Phis wsis imt eleuie* ami the' British rii:ht was 

pleebaibilpy Weailel be' lU'e'ele'el, sue'h a leein: elrixe'Il in aiiel the Heieeel eef invelsion eaily 

Wjiy eeff freuu the' pennt at which they weailel steippe'el with elitlie'ulty. 

almeest e'l'itiiinly In' rcei|uire'el. It may be' uree'el 'Plu' peilitical anel perseaial diHicultie's which 

that the' first ehity of the* Frene'h was te» impe-de'd the' e'st ablishme'iit eif a siicjh*, iirite'ei 

proteet Fell is, ami that it weis not ce'rteiin e'eniiuuuiel heue' alre'aelv be'e'ii e'xplaine'd (\'ol. 

w’he*the'r the' (Je'rmaus wenild .ittae'k the- X\’Il, (’heipte'i* CCLl\’). anel it has be*e*n se'e'ii 

Fre'iie'h freau the' iie'ii/hbourheniel e.if Be'ims or he)w nothin;: but the' me'nacc' e>f ewe'rwhclmin^ 

wlu'the'r tlu'y weailel eliie'e't the assaults against elisastcr produced the' ne'ct'ssary elcoision But 
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it will be well to emphasize afresh the lessons of 
the great battles which have jnst btx'ii deseribod. 

The Supreme War Council was foniiod in tlit' 
middle of November, 1917, “ with a view to the 
better co-ordination of militaiy action on the 
Western front.” “It was to watch over the 
general conduct of the war ... to prepart' 
recommendations for the decision of the 
(Jovernments and ket'p itself informtnl of 
their execution and report (licreoii to the 
respective (lovornments. . . . 'Ihe meiMiiigs 
of the Supreme War Couiaul will take ])lace 
at- least once a month.” Ihit all the time 
“ the Military Staffs and militaiy commands 
of the Armies of each Tower remain rt'sponsibk* 
to their respective Clovcrnmcnts.” 

'Idiis represented the limit, of agreemt'iit which 
could be reached at the dat(‘ in (jU(‘stion. Ihil 
it is dithcult to see how tiu’ actions of the 
various Allied armies could have bt‘eu ([ui<-kly 
co-or<linated by it towards tht' common cud — - 
tI)o destruction of the enemy, whicli is th<‘ 
first and thi' last a.nd tlie only object of all 
prot^crly conceivt'd and jiroiierly <*arricd oui 
operations of war, usi' Mr. hloyd (leorge's 

own words, the Allies had pa.^’.s(*d iMidtvs 
resrihitioMS but had lu'ver ]>a.sse(l from 


rhetoric into ivality, from speech into stra.ti'gy.’' 
TJio only po.ssible use such a. council couhl be 
w'UhS denied to it — if- had “ no exivutivi' ])ow'er.'’ 
The only practical good that the Touneil in- 
augurated was the foj’ination of a. committee 
for the control aiul distribution of the Alli»'d 
reserves, at the head of whicli (h'ncral Foi'h 
w'as plact'd, Ihit tlu‘ only c<.)mmon >>en'-e 
solution of till' problem was cnmplcle and 
t'utirt' unity of command under one man. 
Instant' and rapid di‘cisions aic lu'cessary ft>r 
siicee.^s in war against a rational op[»oneut. 
\Vv know'^ that wdien the great Duke of .Marl- 
lua-ough was inoxing down to the Danube in 
I7t>l, the reinai’kabli' ari’angement was made 
t ha.f he should command the Army one da.\' 
and tin' FJi'clor of Hadi’u the next. I*uf 
ev^en two luindred years ago if w as not. proposed 
to put till' command in commission ln‘iwe»‘u 
thriM' or fom* generals.* \\'c know what the 
result was in ITOt, how Mai’lboroiigh had to 
storm the lines of S»*hi*ll(‘nb(‘rg m t lu‘ evening 
because lu' knew that if hi^ did not. the hdec*for 
would ci'itainly not ilo so l]i'> next tlay. Had 

'I’Ih'I’c wi'Yt' llcl^i.'iii, Uiiii-h, I’nMcIi, lljilinii. nnd 
lliif c«l SOllcs I ri)')|)‘- ill IM th(‘ I 'III (Jlratl’M 

ot wjir. 
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Im* n'iniiru'd, it is doubtful if tin* v'ictory 
of would havo boon j'ainrd by 

him. 

"Fho 8uprorn<‘ Couiu-il was an oxcollont 
ifiNt it iition.-vv lu<'h onntinuod tn ])(‘i‘form \ :ilual)Io 
fuuotions to t ho ond of tin* wai-. Ibit it oonid 
not |>os.-,ibly cnaito tla* projioj* oo-cudinatimi 
boluoon tin* Kronoli and llio Mritisli, as was 
oloaily shown vvlion lh«< (i<*inian blow was 
sliiick. it was not until March 2t>, 1018, when 
Marshal F'o<-h had been <.m\ on supromo direct ion 
of the stiat(;jy el all the Alli<‘d Ajinies on t lie 
W'c.-'lein Iront, that there was breathed through 
the v\ hole <»| l!\e Allied hwces a spirit \<“ry 
dilTerenl I'ldiii that which had hit laa-t o exist ed. 
'I’he new' coiiiniaiider had one idea and one only, 
to eii'.ine the tootnal .^u))port bctw'ccn the sari- 
ai inies, to etisure t lu'ir pro[)er co-ordinati<»n 
lor the rule I hill;.' needful the overt Inow of the 
enein \ . 

'Idle re,',iil*-^ were soon made evident — th<‘ 
(Jerman adxanee on Amiens was stopped. 
VN’hen the eMeiii\- then tiMne<| his at t ( ‘lit ion t o 
the region of the Ia->, F'refich troops were 
.s(*nl up I hei'e to streiiethen the sondy tried 
lh-iti-h troop-; there How critical the situa 
lion wa-'' at one time is shown by the Hritish 
( 'ommandi r in ( hiet s order t o t he I h it ish Army 
un Api il I I : 

“'To all lank". of the Ihiti-h Arms iri F’raiiee 
and I'landers. 

d’hrt'e week- ayo to da> the enemy bcuaii 
his tci'iitii' attacks aeainst us on a oh-mile 
front. Ills objects arc to .sep<irate us Ironi the 
l''rciii-h, to take tlie ('hannci Torts, and de-tro\ 
the Hritish Army. 

“ In spite of thi\twiue already lU(i ilisi-ion- 
irilo the battk-, and endurine the mo?-t r-eckle^-, 
sacriliee of human life, he has, as yet, made 
little pro;.;res-, towards his i^oals. \\’o owe thi- 
to the delerinined liLditniL' and s(*lf-saciilice of 
oui- I r» )op . 

“Words fail me to cxjiri'ss thi‘ aihmration 
whieh I teel for* the spk'lldiil rcsistarue offered 


by all ranks of our Army under the most trying 

circumstances. 

“ Many among.st us now are tired. To tho.se 
i would say that victory will belong to the side 
whicli holds out the longest. 

“ M’he Fi’cnch Army is moving rapidly aufl 
in great force to our su])t)ort. 

“ 'riicre is no oth(*r course open to u.s but to 
light if out. FAcry jio.sition must be held to 
the last inai\ ; thcic must be no retirement. 
With on?- backs to tli(‘ wall, and believing in 
th(‘ justicr* of f)ur* cause, ('ach one of us must 
light on to the end. 

“ 'TIk* safety of our homes and the freedom of 
maukiiid depend alike open tln' conduct of ('acli 
one of us at this critical inomiait.'’ 

\\'(*ll did oirr troof^s fulfil fh(‘ir duty and 
liold grimly on to the ground t lu‘y wen* (lefend 
ing. Hut if must lx* rcMnemlx'red that wt* had 
but ."il) <li\'isioiis in all to oppose the ({I'rmari 
host, ami that without our Ally's aid the 
Jieroie resistanfM‘ wliich slopprsl the northern 
irruption a,t Kernmel, as the soul hern had been 
dainnuul in fi*onf of Amirais, would not have 
been possible 

d’hc rr'still. of 11m* light ijiLt vas to cxliaiiNt 
lhc(a*rinan efforts. Siipi'riority in numl)ci'.> 
had U(»f availed against the stiihlxtrri bravi'fs 
<»f the ^'ran<’o-Hr•iti*^h soldier-, the vi'ry (“uergy 
of the cjM'inv which k'd him to maJo* attack 
alter attack, each involving ling.* .‘-acriliccs, wa*- 
lodcstrov 1 ho “ will to va-torv in his troop-, 
III- gam in li'rrilory was consid(*rablc, hut 
.'ilthoiiijfh on tin* north and soutli he could 
look on tin* Tromi-i'd Laud of I la/chroiak 
and Ami»*ns m front of him, in both (iirt). lioi.s 
lav I Ik* still nnconpucr'cii foi'ccs w hich stopped 
ail fm*t her progress. 'I.’hc objrct of war* is iJn- 
destruction of fin* op])(tncnl 's mi]itar\ forces, 
d'hc <a-ualtics the (iennans ha»l inflicted on 
( hemsoU I's by their vigorous hnl vain attack'^, 
v\hich led to no decision, VM re tlx* lirst stcj) 
towards om* linal sncci'ss, for Iht* very heavy 
los-cs he had snffci-cd la* could not r(‘placc. 
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THE NAVY’S WORK IN 19.8. 

Tni-: Navy’s Shake in N'iitoky—Ciiikk Fatcnts of IDlS Admih A i/rv (’hanofs Tatroe W ork - 
The :MEinTEKKANET\N— U ekatan Att\(Mvs on (\)nvovs wo Kishino (’r\ft— N'aumoi I'll 
MAKOEO- The Channel Hakra(!e---( Jer.man Haios- 'Fhe Navy’s Hkih.v Zeehimcoe ano 
OSTENO, April 2:i, 1!)IS — Kell ArrooNT ok the Opeimtion Osteno Affair. Mvv H North 
Sea Mine HAURAOi—OrTPosT Affairs Kaio on Tonoekn -('o\st\l .AIotor IIoais Wonder- 
FLL Work of the “■ Masi’J’ry Ships’’- -^riiE Nana’s A<'hie\i:mi:nt. 


T il 10 work oC tile Hritish Navy dining 
tlio foiirtli yoar of Hip Crisit War, 
(Midin^ OH Aufrust 4, ItMS, and in 
the w(‘(‘ks iinnK'diatoly followiiiLL 
was iK'Oo.ssarily ovcrsliadovvod by tli(‘ drainalip 
and uupi('(MMi('ntpd nvoiils which inarkiMj tin* 
close of lioslilil i(‘s on NoNcinlicr 11, lOlS. 
'I’liis Cha|)t(‘r is a narrativn of the' occnircnccs 
in NN'hich 1h(‘ Ihilish sijaincn were pn«»apMl 
alloat in the twt'lvi' mouths wliich I«m 1 np to 
that (‘N'cnt. 

It was rccogiuz(‘d thronj*hoHl th(‘ woihl a> 
-.(xai as hostilities weio conchidiMl how j^rcat- a 
part in brin^dn^ about tliis end had bopii playrd 
by tlip Ihitish NaA'V, the' bnluark whieli ^(oorl 
troin tlip lirst between a^^ressiN e (lerniany and 
the eansi' of t-ivili/at ion. Sonic of the most. 
cnthnsiasti(- tributes to the Ihitish Fleet’s 
woik came from the United States. If 
.Xmi'iiea had not come into tin- war,” -;ai<l 
.Admiial W. S. Sims on No\'enilM‘i- lo, nt. Un‘ 
American lamelieon Clnh in I.omlon, “ tlie 
Central Powers Nvould not havo w’on the w’ar ; 
the Ihitish Fleet would still liav(* had command 
of the sea.’’ On another occasion tlie A<lmiial, 
rf haring to the transport of American troo]).-, 
to Fiirop(‘, said; “ W^o did not do that. 
Creat Britain did. She bron^lil over two- 
thirds of tlaan and escortc*d a half. W'e escort 
only one-tliird of the mf*rchant vessels that 
come oN'cr.” On the day that the armistice 
was signed, Admiral Sims addressed a letter 
to Sir Rosslyn Wemyss, First Sea Lord, in 
VoJ. XVIII.— Part 231. 


wliieh lie refenvd to the ‘ fact, paten! to all 
tlie world, that, the deleal oi (*i‘rmany n\ as in 
large ])art accomplished hy the powei- of the 
Ihitish \a\’y.” Similarly, on Noxemhei' 2a, 
nils, when Admiral Mayo. eoinnisinding the 
American Sipiadron in l-anope, letl Fngland 
on hoard (he Nlaiir’clanii'i, hi* (l(‘elaretl : ‘‘ The 

American Navy is viay piond to ha\e |>(*en 
associated with the Alh(‘s m Du* lallf r- part of 
the war* \\e appreinate that .-.I'a powt'r* has 
won th(< gr‘eat victory, and it intpo>»sthle t.o 

pay loo liigh a. tiihnte to tlu* great. Ihitish 
\a\ y. It was the eonti-ol of tlie seas which 
eiiabliul this woriclerfiil \ielorv !<» Im* aehieve«|.” 

Signilicarit among the it'ltMcnce,-, of r'lrneh 
slatesini'n arul ])n))lir*ists wa> lire message of 
Marshal Foeh, eonlained in a telegram to Sir 
Davhl Realty, in reply to the latter's i*on 
giatnlat ions. “ I am deeply nioN-ed, ' said tin* 
-Mar->hul, hy tlie eongratnlatinns of the 
Jhiti-h tirand Fleet, and I send on behalf of 
the Allicfl .Ainiies and myself onr sineei*e 
thanks. I urn glad to pa\' tijbnte to the 

brilliant, exploits of the Ihitish \a\y and to 
its vainahle collahorat ion in the e(Mnmori <'anse, 
al.-'O to ex))re*ss to the (hand Fieri and its 
ilhistrions chief the gratitude of ilir armies.” 
An indication of Italian tlionghl. was aifordeil 
l)y the following stati rnent of I'linee Colomia 
after vi■^ifing tlie (hand Fleet ; ” '[’he .sight of 

it (the h leet) has given ns pleasure ami coinage, 
hef*aiise vvo know it is more than erpial to any 
attempt the enemy might ninlo* to break out 
325 
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of tin* iron < ir(*lp in whioii tho (>ran(l Fleet kept 
tliciti for four y(‘ars ” * 

'riie. appreciations nttcn’od by the lea(k•I•^< of 
the Britisli people* on the histeuie oeeasiori of 
the te'nniiiation of hostilities also deseTvo to 
he* placed on re^corel. Mr. IJeeyd (leen>j:e‘. 



ACTINtJ-ADMIkAL SIR HOSSbYN \\ 
WKMYSS, (bC.B. 

First Sea Lord. 

speid'cinj.i at \Ve»l\ e*rhjnnpt<»n e»n Xovemher 
1!MS, said : 

A" (•> -ailiM’, in v«r liH' tin- ri'iMiut nf llic lliio-h 

\a\y .o xiIoiioM'- : ia-\«T lia\a :l ■ iiuai aiat if'- 

li'ailrr^ >la>N\a ).-i'iMlir -Uill, piratt'i- ynaifi- 

tIaniiL'. '.’icatrr <aii< n n« N . oi ijualitH*'- o| ■-iMiu.iii 

^la|i, .\t'\cr liji- I In- ■ uprriii.u y ut mir Xav\ Im i-ii 
» liallan.'a 'l m» rf'ithili lN . lal lt\ ^ai li arultitio iiu an-. 
N(‘\ri' ha- i(-, li’iuiiipii Ix t ii '.o (uia|i|(‘t( , 'riu- wiuhl, am! 
»*' p«'Ciall\' I he ll>*(Mi<»iu <'t I hr W'olM, uwa- liUC'li to tin- 
N't”. \ o| l^olaia. I’lir ^,l\^ I'l Itnhtm « I 

«‘oii- ill till- de\'- ol Mh /ahrl !i. v\ lira i( w.i- th..'l- 
I' MLa'd hy ii yn*at ami iuilIiI n Iviipiii'. Jl s;Ui-il a iiim* 
ami a>^i\iM \\ lira ticrdmu w a lu |»rnl la ihr ilay- ot 
\a|M<lroa. 'ri»-(l.i\ tin- Irt'fdoai ot tin- waaM omo^ 
•'\ ri N l I'.ais^ 1»i ihi- daintLi 'o lUi' Iraa'-ey, iiad to lh<- 
\ alouf ot’ (hr ta«'a of’ th>- Hnf i-li .N.n \ . 

Mr. ('lairchill, at l>iindoe on Noxeinhor lMI, 
elei lare'd tiuit no arj^nment-, henvever spe'cioiK. 
no appe als. iio\v»*\cr '-e-due t i\ e. nui'it lead U'< 
to ahaneletn that itaval '-upre niaey on whie'Ii 
the* life* e)f OUr CeaUltlV e li] )eta Is. 'Tlu* Ihili^h 
Nav\ hael prese*rveel for the tlhnl titne in hi>teM V 
the* fre'celenn of the* xvvuld amdnst a military 
tyiaid. “Witheeiit it. not eaily weie we* lewi, 
all was lee.st . anel the* w heele* worlel e*as( back fe*r 


eenturies.” Mr. Churchill also affirmed that a 
Lea/^iiP of Nations xvas no substitute for the 
supremacy of the British Fleet. 

An inten'sting disclosure was made by the 
First Lord, Sir Fric (JiMldes, at tlie Lord 
Mayor’s Batapiet on Nov(‘mbcr 9, concerning 
an iiu'ideiit which happ(‘iHMl not a fortnight 
previously, 'j’ho whole stage was set for a 
great sea battle*, said the First Lord, but 
M>me*thing went wrong. The arm which was 
going to try a last despe'rate* gambling stroke*- 
was paraly.s<*tl. The Ce-rman Navy wa.s ordereel 
euit and the men would nf)t go. 

Chapte*r ( ‘CX I f ce»iitaine*d an account of 
ihitish na\al op(*iations from N^ovember, 1919, 
te) .\ov'cmb(*r, 1917. and in concluding the^ 
narrative* jt*fe*re*nce* was maele; te;) the"* warning 
of Sir Fric (Je*dde's on Novenribe*r 1, 1917, that 
there* \ve‘re* great and cve*r gre'atcr calls upon 
the* shipping of the* we)rlel, and that to eissist 
the* Allie*s. all e)f whean ie*fjnirrel sea-borne 
he‘lp, tile* natie)!! must 1)0 pre]>arf*d strictly anel 



ADMIRAL .MAYO. 

Coininanded the American Squadron in Europe. 

riiioreai.-.ly to cm tad its neM*ds, t.> ele*ve*lop 
home* l'CM)\ire*e'>. anel te* ceaisi'ive* its ]>?*e*’-.cnt 
iniel ])e»le‘niial maritime* "tre'ngth. ’Pho iie*cei 
le>r thi'' warning wa*- maele* appare*nt in the 
\\inte*i* meuitlis itf 1917-191S, \vlie*n the’re 

we*re* fre*s|i e'\ i< leileC-- eif (le'l'mim e'ntci pliseT 

alleiat as ri*gareL heiih "uhnairino and eitliea* 
eepe reit ieens. 'I’]ie*re ^^ a'^ ee re'crnde^sce'iiee* ot 
raieling, illnsirate'd by the* attae*k ein tlio 
J^e-anelinavian convoy — the* sceonel of its kiml — 
on Deccmlicr 12, 1917, when the* eIe*stroycr 
Partrielge) and four arnu el trawle'rs were simk : 
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by the bombardment of Yarmontb from the 
sea on January 14, 1918, when throe pei*sons 
wore killed ; by the attempt to break through 
the barrage in the Dover Straits on February 
15, when eight drifters were sunk, and, a 
submarine bombarded Dover ; and by tho 
affair of Gorman torpedo craft off Dunkirk on 
March 21, when tho Botha and Monis, with 
some French destroyers, j)layod a gallant 
part in boating off tho raiders. Further afield, 
there was the sort ie of tho Goebon and Bn'slaii 
from tho Dardanelles on January 20, 1918. 

It was, in short, a period demanding 
eeaseb'ss vigilance niul redoubled oinM'gy on 
the part of the British seamen and tla^ 
authorities responsible for conducting tho sea 
campaign. Not unnaturally, there were 
changes of personnel at tin* Adinindty, and in 
certain of tho naval commands, but it was ma<le 
clear both at the time and by later events 
that th(‘so did not involve any cliang** of 
policy; only an infusion of ikuv blood and war 
experience. A fresh impulse was thereby 
given to our naval strategy, i)articularly in 
the direction of speo<ling up and developing 
the anti-submarine effort.a. Tho results of 
tliis forward inovoiiient soon became api>an‘nt 
in several <lirections. 

It was pointed out iit Chapter CCXII. that 
tile changes made in tho comjiosition of ilui 
Board of Admiralty during 1017 had for their 
object the div'sion and better co-ordination of 
the branches of strategy (ojieratioiis) and 
su[)ply (material and maintenanco). Tlio 
further changes during 1918 wore tho out- 
cona; of the experience gained with rt^gard to 
the working of this new policy. First, as 
rega.rds o[)erations, the rf;tireinent of Admiral 
Lord Ji^llie-oo provided an opportunity for tho 
appointment of a now First Lonl, and for 
now senior oflicers in certain high commands, 
to carry out movements already pluiuied by 
the War Staff. Tho important operations for 
the blocking of tho German ports at Ostend 
and Zoebrugge, which had such far-reaching 
consequences, were admittc^d to havo 
decided upon and arranged for during Lord 
Jellicoo’s tenure of the office of First Si^a Lord ; 
and earlier still, such a mov(3 luul been advo- 
cated by Mr. Churcliill and Lord Fishc*r as 
soon as material was available. 

The honour of executing these operations 
fell upon Vice-Admiral Sir lioger Keyes, who 
was chosen to succeed Vice-Admiral Sir Hegi- 
nald Bacon in command of the Dover Patrol* 


Sir Roger had been in charge of the Submarine 
Service during tho first six months of war, 
when ho saw active service in tho Heligoland 
Bight. Ho then became Llfief of Staff to 
Admiral do Robeck during tho Dardanelloa 
undertaking. Vice-Admiral Sir Reginald 
Bacon, who had boon in command of the 
Dover Patrol since April, 1915, was appointed 
in January, 1918, to he (V)nt roller of the 



VICE-ADMIRAL SIR ROGER KEYES. 

In command of the Dover Patrol. Directed the 
operations againRt /eebru)iiie and Ostend. 

Munitions Inventions Deparhnent in sneeessinn 
to Colonel [[. K. F. Goold-Adains. Aiiotlier 
change coiiiwetj'd with the strategical or 
o|n*ratinns branch was tla* promotion of Com- 
mtjdore Sir Kciginald J\yrwhilt. t») the acting 
rank of Rc*ar-Adniira]. Sir Iloginald liad 
commanded the ch'stroyer flotilhis and cdJiex 
light forces at Harwich sinei* I lie early day < of 
tho war with consinnmate skill and gallantry. 

Turning to the inaiorial side, it was haind 
during tho year that tho systiuu f)f a civil 
Controller of tho Navy, instituted wlieii Sir 
Eric Goddofl cam© to tho Board in tlio spring 
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of 1917, was unsatisfactory. Consequently » in 
March, 1018, the War Cabinet appointed Lord 
Pirrie to the post of Controller-General of 
Merchant Shipbuilding, without a seat on the 
Board of Admiralty, and with direct access to 
the Prime Minister. Being thus relieved of 
the responsibility for the construction of new 



LIEUr.-GOLONEL SIR R. HORNE, 
Third Civil Lord of the Admiralty. 

merchant ships, it was not surprising that the 
Controller’s Department of the Admiralty 
should once more bo placed under the charge 
of a Naval ofheer. On June 17, 1018, a new 
patent provided for tho appointment of Com- 
modore C. M. de Bartoloin^ to the Board, and 
it was announced thirt Sir Alan Anderson, who 
succeeded Sir Kric Geddes as Controller, liod 
resigned that post. Explaining the changes, 
Dr. Macnamara said that the production do- 
partineiits for warships, auxiliary craft, and 
naval munitions and armanu'iit generally 
would be placed, with their existing civilian 
heads, in direct touch with the new Third Sea 
Lord (CoinimMlore de Bartolom<5), who would 
resume as well the title of Controller. Tlie 
question of co-ordination of labour supply as 
between tho Admiralty Controller’s ilepart- 
mont and the department of tho Controller- 
General of Merchant Shipbuilding, as also of 
tho ^^riority of materials, was placed in 
charge of Sir Robert Horne, who joined tho 
Board with the title of Tliird Civil Lord. 
Another interesting appointment in accordance 
with the policy of separating tho duties con- 
nected with maintenance and supply from the 
responsibility for strategy and operjvtions was 
made on July 2, 1918, when Captain F. C. 
Dreyer, Director of Naval Ordnance, was 


appointed to tho new post of Director of Naval 
Artillery and Torpedoes, Naval Staff. Captain 
H. R. Crooke was chosen to succeed him an 
Director of Naval Ordnance. These reforms, 
the logical outcome of earlier ones, were all to 
liave their effect and influence on the naval 
conduct of the war in its concluding pheises, the 
events of which are chronicled in this chapter. 

Although there were no fleet eictions during 
the period under review — ^no drcunatio en- 
counters of the battle -squadrons — ^both in 
regard to the maintenance of the blockade and 
to the patrol work on the fringe of the German 
minefields greater stringency than ever was 
exercised. Arising out of tho latter, several 
small but significant operations took place, 
illustrating the manner in which the closer 
watch and guard kept upon the exits of the 
Gorman ports operated not only as a check to 
the submarine activity, but also as an indica- 
tion to the enemy of what would happen if ho 
ventured out in force. Examples of tho British 
patrol work were afforded by the sweep into 
the Kattegat on April 15, 1918 ; and into tho 
Bight of Heligoland on April 20 ; both of these 
taking place a few days before tho famous 
operations on St. George’s Day for the blocking 
of Ostend and Zeebruggo. The ]Dublic revela- 
tion of what was going on in tho North Sea was 
very slight, but these events clearly pointed to 
tho more active and virile policy which was at 
work afloat. On June 19 there was a further 
sweep into tho Heligoland Bight, when tho 
Bi*itish forces were engaged by German sea- 
planes. Exactly a month later, on July 19, 
there wore further operations off the coast of 
Sclileswig-Holstein, when the airship sheds at 
Tondern were attacked. An interesting feature 
of this last-named affair was the presence in the 
British squadron of the Furious, from the deck 
of which remarkable vessel tho seaplanes 
making tho raid were launched on their way. 
One of the lost operations of tho series was the 
reconnaissance of the M'^est Frisian coast on 
August 11, 1918. In this exploit a flotilla of 
coastal motor boats was hotly attacked by . 
German aircraft, and, although greatly out- 
numbered, inflicted severe casualties on the 
enemy, and completed the work of recon- 
naissance allotted to them. 

In addition to their great value in curbing 
the German enterprises, and inflicting a check 
upon the submarine campaign, these c.c^mlk3 
were also the means of putting heart into the 
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British seamen. They demonstrated afresh 
that bhe old spirit of the Fleet was still eJivo 
and as vigorous as ever. They helped to remove 
the natural disappointment that, after so many 
weary months of waiting, the opportunities of 
action were denied to Sir David Beatty and his 
officers and men by reason of the refusal of the 
Dermans to come out. Some idea of the extent 
of the British activities was given by Sir Eric 
Geddes on November 9, 1918, when ho said 
that the gradual ringing in of the Gorman force, 
day and night, in the Bight resulted in a loss in 
the first six months of 1918 of over one hundred 
small German surface craft. “The British 


Navy,” he added, “ drove its steel into the 
vitals of the German Navy.” 

All this activity was backed up by the Grand 
Fleet, which had been increased in strength not 
only by additions of British vessels, but by the 
co-operation of an American squadron, con- 
sisting of tho battlesliips New York, Texas, 
Arkansas, Nevada, Wyoming and Florida, 
under the command of B^ear- Admiral Hugh 
Rodman. Among the British vessels which 
joined the Fleet were the so-called ” hush ” 
cruisers, so called because of the secrecy 
maintained about their design and con- 
struction. There were five of these immense 
ships — ^the Renown, Repulse, Courageous, 
Glorious and Furious — and they were stated 
to be nearly 800 feet in length, with a dis- 


placement of 30,000 tons, and a speed of from 
30 to 35 knots. 

The Fleet under Admiral Sir David Beatty 
showed, therefore, a great preponderance 
relatively to the German High Seas Fleet, 
which, according to a Berlin ofticial telegram 
on August 2, 1918, had passed under tho com- 
mand of Admiral von Hipper, formerly com- 
manding tho battle cruiser squadron, on tho 
transfer of tho pi*oviou<» Couimandor-in Chief, 
Admiral Hoinohl Schoer, to tho post of Chief 
of tho Admiralty Staff. When the surrender 
of the German Fleet took place after , the 
signing of the armistice, it was shown fho 


British preponderance was ov(m grcHtca* thnn 
was supposed to be the case in this country. 
According to Captain Persiiis, always among 
th (3 most candifl of German naval crit ics, it was 
tho .Tutland battle on May 3!, IttKi, which 
shattered all hope? of a German navnl success. 
After that engagement, ho declared, it was clear 
to any man with a knowledge of the facts that 
tho High Seas Fleet wonld riov(;r again offer 
battle except as a measure born (»f desperation 
and despair. Tt wa-s tho rf?snlt of that battle 
which forced the submarine (;amV)aign to be 
pushed to extremes, and it was tho failure of 
the submarines that led to tho mutiny in the 
Fleet. Many wanships wore Herai)ped to find 
materia] for submarine construction. 3'he 
condition of affairs thus depicted by the 
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\OpH \al portrait by Frauds Doild. 

ADMIRAL SIR DAVID BEATTY, G.G.B. 

Commanded the Grand Fleet. 


Gonnaii writt'r t'xplaiiis tho uiiwilliiipness of 
tho Gorman soanu'fi to ooino out ancl givo 
!)attlo to tho Hiitish Fleet when ordered to 
do so. 

Very romarkahh' among tho undertakings of 
the Navy during 1918 was tho extension of its 
eonvoy work in regard to tho transport of 
trooi)s. Speaking at Ix'ods on Deeeinher 7, 
1918, Mr Lloyd George referred to a telegram 
which ho sent in INtarch of that year to President 
Wilson, tolling him how essential it wa^s, in view 
of the Gorman offensive, that we shotild get 
American help at tho speediest possible rate, 
inviting him to send 120,000 infantrymen and 
niacliiue-gumiers per month to Europe, and 


saying that, if he dal that, we woukl do our best 
to help to carry them. Thi‘ President replied 
next day : “ Send your ships across and we will 
send the 120.000 men.” America sent 1,900,000 
men across, out of which nurnlMT 1,100,000 wxto 
carried by the British Mercantile Marine. The 
forces reqiiinxl for the efTicient protection of 
so great a number of troops neces.sitated tlie 
provision of additional .small craft, and put a 
great strain upon the anti-submarine flotillas, 
despite the ct)nsiderable assistance already 
given in this direction by the American Navy. 
Tho means taken for the safeguarding of both 
troopships and food carriers were dealt with in 
the chapter on “ Naval Tran.sport and Con- 
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voy” (C(^XXXTX.). As Sir Eric CviUXos 
explained on March 6, 1918, the extension of the 
convoy system to a larjjje propod ioji of oiir 
overseas trade laid btvm a real succt'ss. After 
the Scandinavian convoys, the principle was 
applied to the Atlantic and ^ledittMTanean 
traflic. The proportion of losses of ships sailing 
in convoy was very small. On the other hand, 
the convoy system rtMhreed tht^ boats availabU; 
for hunting the submariiu's, and thus liinittsl to 
a certain extent the oiftMisive tactics which 
had boon shown to bc^ the bi'st. for «lealing with 
the under-water craft. 

A significant event in this connexion was the 
visit paid to tlie United States by th(5 First 
Lord of the Admiralty. I8ir Eric (loddes 
admitted later that his chief mission was to 
appeal to the American shi])bnilders to incnMise 
their output of anti-su))marine craft. In a 
statement to a repres(mt>i.t ivo t)f The 'I'hneft on 
October 24, 1018, Sir Eric said that the (iermaii 
submarine effort was decreasing, owing to the 
naval measures taken against it, up to the 
month of May, when it became ne<‘essary 
to divert our hunting flotillas, both in existence 
and in proi)aration, from submarine chasing 
to escort ing. Since then, owing to t he sacrificM* 


of <^ur offensive agaii\st the submarine In 
order that the Ami'rican troops might be safely 
brought over, tlu^ submarim^ had been growing 
upon us, and wo liad thon'foro to lay our plans 
on the assumption that wo liad a very furinid- 
able submarine camj^aign to face. 

'rhe ant i'Submarino warfare is ih'alt with 
fully in a chapter devotetl to that Subject 
alone (OCLVII.). Ht're it will sullice to say 
that it w’as not so much the defensive system of 
convoy — valuable though that was in scMuiring 
tin* safe ])assag(' of trot)ps — as the constriction 
of submarine trallic by means of mines, and tlie 
loss to the Ciormans of port accommodation as 
a result of the uava.l operations at Zeebrugge and 
Ostenil, coupl(‘d with the continuous olYensive 
hunting of the “ U ’’-Ixaits, that shattered 
the hope of the Kaiser — t^xpn'ssinl as recently 
as his visit to Iviel on Septeml)er 25, 1918 — 
that the submarine w'eapon would turn the tiflo 
of tla^ war in G(u*man favour. A large part in 
the llritish success w as playc'd by the \iso of tlio 
microphone, or listtaiing aj)i)anit iis, and the 
<lepth <*hargo. So c4fectivo were the British 
offensive tactics against the suhnairinea that 
the convoy system wa.s not introduced until it 
b(‘camo ossemtial for th(' escort of tlu' American 



AMERICAN TROOPS FORMING UP AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL AT LIVERPOOL. 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR, 


333 


troops. The First Lord, interviewed by the 
Feiil Parisien on Juno 13, 1918, said: “Wo 
attack their submarines sevonly times a week on 
the average.” Obviously, to maintain this acti- 
vity required the employment of largo numbers 
of anti-submarine cratt. In the same week, 
Admiral Sir Rosslyn Wemyss stated to an 
American corrospomlont that “ wo must fight 
the * U ’-boat in tho narrow seas ; in other 
words, wo must centralise, concontra.fi rig all 
our forces in what is ri'ally tho decisive area.” 
In tho end the Admiralty accomplished tho dual 
achievement of tightiug tho submarine and 
maintaining a huge convoy system. Tho 
success of tho latter was shown by the state- 
ment on Novomb(‘r 5, 1918, that tho grand 
total of merchant ships convoyed was 85,772, 
of wliich total tho losses were only 433. 

The naval situation in the ^Moditerranc^an 
during 1918 was intluonccd very largely liy the 
important <lecisioii arrived at in Paris on 
No\ embcr 20 nnd 30, 1917, to create an Allied 
Naval Council. On introducing bis first Navy 
Estimate's in tbo Tlonso of Commons on 
March 5, 1918, Sir Eric Goddes stated that this 
Council had referret I tho question of anti- 
submarine warfare in tho ModitoiTaiu'an to a 
Commitb'c to inec'-t at Romo. “The 
Committee,” said Sir Eric, “accepted fully tlu' 
anti-submarine proposals put foiward l>y 
Vice-Admiral Caltliorpo, tho RritishCommaiider- 
iii-Chief in tho Mediterranean, and it was 
agreed that w(» should forthwith atlopt and 
ada])t- to tho Mediterranean the measures whicli 
had given such success in tho waters arouinl 
these islands, and that the main anti-submarino 
operations decided upon should be im<lertakeii 
under Admiral Calthorpe’s orders.” A startling 
episode early on the morning of January 20, 
1918, was the sortie of tho Goeben and Bi'cslau 
from tho Dardanelles and their dostriiet am of 
two British monitors off Tmbros. Whoti a few 
W(*eks later* a largo part of tho Russhm Flc^et 
in tho Black Sea fell into German liands, fear.s 
were entertained that this might portend 
further sallies of a siniilar kind, and possibly 
even an attempt on tho part of tho Tiirco- 
Gerinan seamen to join forces with the Austrian 
Navy in tho Adriatic. 

Notliing of tliis kind occurreil, however, and 
eventually tho command of tho sea exorcised 
by the Allied Floots in tho MeditciTanean — 
supported and covered,. of course, by tho Grand 
Fleet in the North Sea — was destined to exert 
a potent and decisive influence on the war. 


Tho collapse of Bulgaria was brouglii about 
by a military force based on ^Salonika, tho sea 
communications of which wore protected and 
kept free by the Navy. The collapse of 
Turkey was similarly the outcome of the 
brilliant victories of General .Vllenby’s troops, 
in l*alostino, with their loft flank on the coast, 
covered by tho Fleet. Tho collai>si* of Austria- 
Hungary was the inevitable seijuel to the exit 
of those two Powers in the Middle Ka.sl, and 
this third collapse was expedited liy a s(*rii‘s of 
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brilliant strokes d('liveii‘d against tlie Austrian 
ports ill tho Adriatic. In short, tlu* long arm 
of sea power swi^pt all Ix'lbro it in the Moditer- 
ranoan, which dn an a-stonisliingly sliort spaiM^ 
of time, from a dinhailt and doubtful theutiu of 
the war, ht'caino an Allied lake. 

It ha.s alroad.v b«*cn indicated tbal. b)Wnrds 
tho close of 1917 then' was a naiowal of tlu' 
Gci’inaii sallying tactics with smfaeo ships. 
Tho unfortunaU' attack n])on tlii' Scaiulinavian 
convoy on Octolxir 17, 1917, when the Mary 
Rose and Stronghow wca’o sunk ((3ia[>f-er 
CCXll.), was repeated on I)ocend)(‘r 12, 1917, 
when the devstroye*!* I\iitridgn was sunk ami 
tho Pellow damagefl. 'Tlie convo.y consisted 
of one British amt Rve neutral ships, and 
totalled about 8,t)t)() tons of shippiiig. In 
addition to the two destroyers, th(*re wiao four 
armeil trawlers in the anti-suhmariiio (iscor*: 
The Partridge sighUxl four (*m'my ilestroyers 
at 11.45 a.rn., ami with the J^dlcw engaged 
them while tlie convoy scattered in accorrlarico 
with orders. An explosion occurred in the 
Partridge and she sank, and tho Pellow wa'i 
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also holod on the wator-lim^ and disabled, but 
not Huflieienlly to prevent her return to port. 
Th(; OtM’mnns tfieii s^iiik tlie entire convoy and 
th<^ four arinofl trawlers. EiKbty-ei^^lit Scandi- 
navians and 10 llritish survivors uero rescued 
by four destroyers wliich wore dotaebed at full 
Kp(‘(;d from a eniiser squadron which was 
hastening to the secaio. Lieutenant A. A. D. 
Grey, a nephew of Viscount Grey, was among 
th(5 survivors from the Partridge. In a state- 
merit on this incident on .fanuary 14, 1918, 
8ir Kric Geddes said that a Court of Inquiry 
Hfipointed ]>y Sii* David Beatty liad reported 
that thf' eseorling \'essel3 did their best to 
pnjtect tlie convjiy, and were fought in a 
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proper and senmnnlike manner, and that the 
other forces which wore at si'a for the purpose 
of giving protection to the convoys which were 
crossing the North Sea at tin' time took all 
possible steps to conu^ to their assistaneo as 
soon as the attack was reported to them, and 
to prevent the enemy’s escape. I’lio Board of 
Atlmiralty continued the finding of the Court, 
and were of opinion that tho Commander-in- 
Chief’s dispositions wore tho best that could 
have boon made with tho forces available at 
tli(' time. 

On tho same morning as the convoy attack, 
the Germans raitled fishing craft oil tho IVne. 
I’lu* stoain trawU'i's Ranter and J. J. Smart 
were attacked by guiUlre, tlie former being 
damaged and tho latter sunk. Kiglit men were 
killeil on both trawlers. In addition to the 
trawlers, two neutral merchant ships were 
sunk about the same tim('. I’liey had become 


sc^parated during tho previous night from a 
south-bound convoy, and the vessels escorting 
the latter were unaware of the attack owing to 
tho distance separating them. According to 
tho Berlin report. Captain Hoinicke was in 
command of tho German forces, which returned 
without loss or damage. The episode was 
naturally lauded to the utmost extent in 
Gormany. Said tho naval eritic of the Vossisrhe 
ZeitUYUj : “ It is partially fear of Gorman ‘ U 
boats and partially the necessity to save fuel 
and lubricating matt*rials which peiinits the 
Admiralty to send its powerful fighting ships 
up north only rarely. Our Black Hussars of 
tho S<'a are -indeed making life a burden for 
John Bull ! ’• 

In addition to activity in the North Sea, the 
enemy was busy along tlio western seaboard 
of .the British Tsk's at this time. In tho Irisli 
ChaiuK'l tlio loss»"s during December, 1917, 
included tliat of tho armed boarding-steamer 
St<‘phon Furness, Lioutonant-Cominander T. IVl. 
Winslow, R.D., which was torpedoed 

and sunk by a submarine on tho 22nd, witli 
the loss of six oincers and 95 men, including 
tlu^ moroantilo ermv. Elsewhere, tho mine 
swt50pi ng sloop Arbutus, Command(‘r C. 11. 
Oxiado, K.D., R.N.R., foundered in very 
sovt're weather after being torpedoed, her 
commander, one other olficer, and s(‘V(‘n m(‘u 
being missing and presumed dr< uMU'd. Tlie 
ariiu'd boarding steamer Grivo, Commander 
S. A. Piilgoon, K.D., R.X.K., also fomuk'n'il 
in bad weather after being torpedoed, but 
without loss of life. Both tlu'so easualties W('re 
announced ollicially on DeeemlifT 31. Tliere 
wore also mining mishaps. Oia‘ suoli oeeiirn'd 
in tho mouth of tho Mersey on DeetMiibi r 28, 
1917, and when questioned in Parlianu nt on 
January 23, Dr. Macnainara stated that the 
st«*ainor struck a rnino whieli was no doubt 
laid on the same night a fow liours pn'vious to 
tho loss. Only two men wore saved, out of tlio 
43 oil board, whicli included IG pilots. 

Tliere were also the accidents due to th(‘ 
onliiiary hazards of sea service under war 
conditions. On January 9, 1918, about 2 a.m., 
the destroyer Racoon, Lieutenant G L. .M. 
Napier, R.N., in command, struck some rocks 
off tlio north coast of In 'land during a snow - 
storm, and subsequently foundered with all 
hands. Nine of tho crow hod boon left behind 
at her last port of call, and these were tho sole 
survivors. Tho Admiralty announced on 
January 12 that 17 bodies of the crew had been 
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picked up by patrol craft and were being buried 
at Ratlumillen, Lo\igh Swilly, Co. Donegal. 
Five inoro bodies bad bc'cn washed ashore aiul 
wore being buried locally. 

Other destroyers, the names of which wcie 


of February S, 1018, the destroyer Boxer was 
sunk in the CluuiiK*! as the result of a collision. 
Ono boy was missing. 

Early in tlio Now Yi'ar the Germans repeated, 
, 1 S it. turned out for llu' Inst time, nu attuck 



not .lisclosocl, wore lost by stranding or 
colli.sion during the winter. On January 28, 
also, in the Knglish Channel, the torpedo 
gunboat Hazard was sunk ns the result of a 
colliaion, three men being lost. On the night 


upon the east eoast (d’ Knglainl by surface 
,.raft. On the night of January U Yarmouth 
was hombard.'d Iron, the si'a. Fire was opone.1 
at lO..'-..''. p.m. Four p.-rsons were killed and 

eight injured. The material damage done was 

23 1““3 
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not serious. A florid German statement spoke of 
the raiders advancing to the north of the 
“mouth of the Thames close to the English 
coast,” where the important port establish- 
ments wore effectively shelled, over 300 rounds 
being discharged. To tliis the Admiralty 
replied that the actual facts were that the 
town of Yarmouth, situated nearly 100 mil(‘s 
to th<* iH)rth of the mouth of t in' Thames, was 



IdUUr.-COL. h. A. HKOCK, K.A.F. 
Who lifihted the Dover barrage and invented the 
“Smoke Screens” used in (he uttackii on Zeebru^^e 
and Ostend. 

suhje(*t('d to bombardment in the ])itrh dark- 
iK'ss, lasting ahonf hv<' minutes, wluai the 
(Mieiny craft witlidrcw. ('arcfnl investigation 
proved tliat approximattdy fifty small sliolls 
fell in or ni'ar the town during tliis pcaiod, and 
no other slu'lls fell on any otlua* part of our 
coast during that night. 

Acctntliug to pnl)lishod infonnation, this 
was till' last occasion upon which any portion 
of (h-oat Ihitain was suhjeett'd to I'liemy 
attack from the st'a by ordinary warships. 
A sidanarine raitl on Dover, however, oceiirred 
at about 12.10 a.m. on Kehruary H», wlu'ii 
On' was o]H'nod and continued ft>r about 
three or hair minutes. The shore batti'ries 
n'plied, ami the eiu'iny ceased tire after 
discharging about thirty rounds. Slight 
damage was cause<l to house property, ami one 
child was killed, seven persons being also 
injured. This piece of impudent tlevilry was 
associateil with other operations connected 


with the protective barrage in the Dover 
Straits, referred to later. Some montlis 
afterwards, what was apparently the last 
incident of this kind before the conclusion of 
hostilities occurred when a submarine shelled 
St. Kilda. This island in the Outer Hebrides* 
according to a statement of Dr. Macnamara on 
October 17, 1918, was shelled by a “ U “-boat, 
and the church and other buildings damaged — 
a pure act of vandalism. 

It may not Iw amiss to summarize here the 
war incidents which went to make up the trying 
time spent by the inhabitants of Dover Muring 
the four years and three montlis’ fighting, 
d'he town was attacked by Zeppelins, sea- 
plano>s, aeroplanes, destroyers, and submarines. 
I'he first Gorman air bomb was dropped on 
the day before Christmas, 1914, at the back of 
St. dames’ Rectory. Dover Had 113 warnings, 
and on 29 occasions bombs and shells were 
<lropp('d into the town itself. The first moon- 
light raid occurred on January 22, 191fi, when 
a man was killed and six pt'ople injurotl. 
The record number of bombs (lro])po(l in om? 
night was 42, on September 24, 1917. 

Altogether 185 bombs dropped on tho town, 
ami 23 shells, and tho material damage wrought 
ainonntod to about £30,000. 

J’lic (‘xtensive barrage which had boon 
established in tho Dover SD^aits had been 
most successful in closing this passage to the 
siibmarinos wishing to interfere with the 
Channel traffic. The composition of this 
barrag(* was described by Vico -.Admiral Sir 
Roger Kiycs, commanding the Dover Patrol, 
on tho occasion of the presentation to him on 
December 12, 1918, of the honorary freedom 
of the Borough of Dover. The barrage, with 
powerful St 'archlight s, first consisted of an 
invention of Commander Brock, who fell at 
Zeebrugge. Later there were searchlights on 
board s[)ocially built ships which could ride 
out the lieavicst gale at anchor. One line of 
tho.so ships was from Folkestone to Gris Nez, 
and another across tho Channel seven miles 
farther westward. In the dark interval 
between were scores of drifters and obsolete 
patrol craft, the patrol being so close that it 
was impossible for anything to pass tlirongh 
on the snrfaco. Underneath were other anti- 
submarine measures. The duty of tho patnd 
craft was to attack enemy submarines which 
attempted to got through on the surface, to 
\ise ilepth charges when they dived, and to 
drive them dmvn on to the hidden perils below. 
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So succopsfiil were these moasiires, said Admiral 
Keyes, that by September, 1918, the enemy 
submarines based on the Flanders coast gave 
up attempting to get through the Straits of 
Dover, and there was the most absolute proof 
from enemy sources that between January 
and September 1 this year the Flanders 
flotilla lost 30 submarines. Of these 15 hail 
been definitely identitiod lying under the 
lighted barrage patrol, and two others just, 
outside it. Thei'e were many othoi's, addoil 
Sir llogor, which had not yet boon idenlilied 
but which wero known to be there. 

It was on January 12, 1918, that the ofik-ial 
announcement was made that Vice-Admiral 
Sir Reginald Bacon, who had commanded the 
Dover Patrol since April, 1915, had joimul the 
Ministry of IMunitions. It was about (his 
time that the Cermans showed a certain 
enterprise, as if they were ready to turn to 
advantage any weakoning in the British 
methods for the defence of the Stiaits. On 
the morning of February 1 5, 1 9 1 8, i hero o<‘curred 
what looked like a serious attempt, to bri^ak 
down the Allied drifter line, probably with tlu^ 
iiloa of passing submarines through into the 
t Jianncl. At abcnit 1 a.m. a raid was made 
l)y a flotilla of (Miomy destroyers on the patrol 


forces in the Straits. The following craft in 
the patrol were sunk : — Trawler James Pond 
and Drifters Jamie Murray, Clover Bank, \V. 
Elliott, Cosmos, Silv('r Queen, Veracity, aiul 
Christina Craig. The British (Jlicial s(at('ment 
said : “ After having sunk tlu^se vess<‘ls the 

enemy forci^s returiiod to the north Ixdbrc (ho 
British forces could engage them.” Com- 
inentiFig on this episode in tlx' lloust^ of 
Commons on Fiibruary *20, Dr. Macnamara, 
sf)eaking for the Admiralty, said that mueh 
as wo might regret the measuro of success 
which followed the enemy's (lying visit, 
involving as it did the loss of gallant- li\t's (»n 
board the traAvli'r and drifters, to build upon 
that the contention that Oormau raiders 
coidd optMato with success in the (9iaimcd near 
Dover was entii“(‘ly unjust ilitxl by the facts. 

'Pho affair of February 15 was one of s(*v'eral 
att<anpts by the (l<‘rmans to raid the barrage 
for the purptise of enabling submarines to 
slip through, iu)ne of which i^ainc to anything. 
One attempt of the kind mot with ji spirited 
jH^pulso from the di'stroyors of the Dover 
Patrol. This was on March 21, also in tlio 
early morning, when a (iermati destroyer force 
wliich had bombarded Dunkirk for t(‘n minufijs 
was brought to action by two British and 



TRAWLER WHICH STRUCK A MINE WHILE MINE-SWERPINO. 



THE ATTACK ON THE DOVER PATROL, FEBRUARY 15, 1918: THE VIOLET MAY ON FIRE. 

This ship, after bein^ abandoned by the only two survivors (Chief Engineer J. Ewing and Second Engineer A. Noble), was re>boarded by them and safely 

brought into port. See the illustration on page 340. 
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three French destroyers. It was reported that 
two enemy destroyers and two fiu*iny torpedo 
boats were believed to have been sunk, sur- 
vivors being picked up from the latter. No 
Allied vessels were sunk, and altho\igh one 
British destroyer was damaged she was able 
to reach harbour. 

About eighteen Grerman vessels took part in 
this raid. According to tlio French oflicial 
report, they were in three groups, whioli had 
been ordered to bombard respectively Dunkirk, 
I^a Panne, and Bray Dunes. The Ihitish 
destroyers Botha, Commander R. L. M. Rede, 
R.N., and Morris, Lieutonant-Commaiider 
P. R. P. Porcival, with three French destroyers 
— ^tbe Mehl, Magon, and Jiouclier — were on 
patrol, and, hearing giinfiro, made for the 
flashes, led by the Botha. Star sliells wore 
fired to light up the enemy, and tliis was the 
means of stopping the bombardment. The 
raiders attempted to steam away, but the 
Allied force eliallenged tliom. d'ho Morris cut 
off one large Grorman <lostroyor, which slio 
torpedoed and sank at 500 yards range. 
M<*anwhile th<3 Botha’s main steam pipe was 
severetl by a stray shell, causing her to lose 
speed, and her commander, firing both tor- 
pt‘does, made for the fourth boat in the line 
arul ramm(‘d her, cutting the <‘uemy com- 
pletely in half. Swinging roimd again, tbo 
Botha attempt c^d to repeat tho coup on th<5 
next astern, but tho latter managed to elude 
her, and fell a victim to the torfiedoes and gnus 
of the Fi’ench ilcstroyors. Tlie Morris had by 
this time relinrjuish<?d tho ])ursuit,and returned 
to th<^ scene of action to take in tow her lame 
sister, the French <lostroyers circling round 
picking up prisoners. 

Tt was on receipt of tho news of this encounter 
on March 21 — the <lay on which the (Borman 
military ofhmsivo was launched on tho Western 
front— that Field-Marshal Sir Douglas ifaig 
telegraphed t/O Vice-Admii-al Sir Roger Keyes : 
“ Delighted to hear of your naval suc^cess oif 
Dunkirk last night. Heartiest congratulations 
to you an<l all who took part in it.” 

It was essential to put a check to these raicis 
from tho Belgian ports, a fact whicli had hce.n 
recognized for a long time. Tho diHlculties 
wc'pe great, and without the aid of a military 
force almost insurmountohle by the Navy. 
After the evacuation of Antwerp on Octolxa* 9, 
1914, and the withdraw’al of the Allied troops 
towards the French frontk^r, the enemy swept 


down u])on the coast and there found s\iitahle 
bases from which to initiatt> hara.ssing optM*a- 
tions with his torpedo craft. During the* early 
months of the (ka'inan oceuptition, and wluai the 
enemy yet hoped to push un to (^alais, hut little 
was done in the way of permniu'iit fort ific^at ion 
on this part of tlu' coast. That was the pca iod 
when tho British monitors and gunboats 
assisted tho Allied Armies in resisting tho 
hostile advance. When, ho\vever, it heevuno 
clear that their onward movoinont was clavktMl, 
tho Germans turned tlu'ir attention to the utili- 
zation of Ostemd and Zeobruggo for tlu^ purpose 
of aggressive naval effort. 

Tho waters o]>posito the Flaiidem shore ar(^ 
shallow, with shifting sand-banks and many 
sla^als. Heavy warshi])s of large dnuight are 
therdoro unable to approach, and tlu^ channels 
both to Zeobrugge and Ostc'ud jiro narrow and 
tortuous, making ontrnn(*e far from easy e\ en 
for small craft, ami until drcMlgiiig o])era.tions 
had been carried out the submarines based on 
these ports w<iro light vc<ss<‘ls s(<nt c)v<»r1and in 
s<'Ctions to bo put together at Antwi'rp and then 
transported by canal to tlie sea. h'roin Bruges 
tliero arc two canals to tho coast , one to Osteud 
and tho oUkt to Z(H>brugg<‘ — the latt(‘r, tb(^ 
inu<;h wider and deopj'r st raight-ent, intern h‘< I 
for tho purpose of carrying s<Mi-horne t-ra.fli(‘.. 
Tlu*so canals aro eonnocted by lo(*ks with the 
artificial harbours construct (‘d at. each poit.. 
'J’hat at Zeobrugge is partly enclosed by a h)ng 
stone bronkwatt'r joined to tlu^ lam I by a 
railway viaduct, ami betw<‘C‘n the ])«)rts the 
coast is formed by a chain of sa.ud-dum*s, which 
provided cover for the h<*avy batteric^s 
0 r(*<*led behiral them. 

The enemy qnir kly got to work at the two 
ports, and ospi'cially at Zeebriigge, where 
jiiilitary store-lioiis«*s and workshops wen* eon- 
structod, and pre])arat ions of many kinds mmie 
for the coriversiciii of tln^ harlxairs int-o defendt'd 
positions for snbinarine and destroyer opera- 
tions. The doeks and shipbuilding yards at 
FhMig«*s wen' largely f'xtiMicled, aii<l ai^nxlromes 
ere<*t(*d from wJiieb raids eonld bo made upon 
this country. JJuring 1915, offensive im‘asun*s 
w<*re taken against the two seaports by flotillas 
of firitish monitors and other craft, auft their 
}iea<k[uart-<!rs at liruges was bomb d }>y tlie 
Nav^al Air Service stationed at Dunkirk. 
In that year tlie eni*my torpedf)-eraft, and 
especially tho niim*hiyers tiijf! otlatr submarines, 
const itutcil a distinct menace to the traflic 
passing tbrongb the Straits of Dover. 'Tho 
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Harwich and Dover Patrolfl, however, did 
oxccilicnt work, and were ino£}t vigilant in 
counterdcting tho threat of the enemy, while 
tho aircraft inflicted a considerable amount of 
damage upon tho works of military importance. 

In the course of the following year tho enemy 
showed much greater activity, both in the 
provision of batU^ries on the coast and in the 
forays mode by their submarines and destroyers 
upon the trade on tho English coast. The 
systematic dredging of tho channels permitted 
tlie use of much more powerful dost^oyc^r.s and 
larger submnrines. Mining was carried out to a 
very wide extent, making still more difficult tho 
apj)roach to tho beacli, and guns of largo calibre 
and long range were mounted in tho fortifica- 
tions. The digue at Ostend became a fortress, 
and was doscribcid as a town of dug-outs, of 
concrete works, of gun-phitforms, and of block- 
houses. The Tirpitz battery near the same place 
was furnished with very heavy guns capable of 
a ra.nge of ovtu* 30,000 yards, and those guns 
wc‘ni prote(;t<'d by cupolas of thick armoLU*. 
Similarly, at Zeebrugge, t he coast bristled with 
oninance in largo munbors of lieavy calibre up 
to 16-in(!h. It was sai<l that bt*twc'(‘n 120 and 
150 heavy piece's of artillery wort' mounted 


among tho dunes at the back of the beach. 
At the end of the breakwater or Mole at Zee- 
brugge, whore there was a lighthouse with 
searchlight and range-findc r, a battery of power- 
ful guns, strongly protected, was placed, and on 
the breakwater itself, in addition to the railway 
terminus, there was a seaplane station, barracks 
for personnel, and sheds for stores and other 
material, with machine-gun positions for their 
defence. Unfortunately, while the Germans 
wore making progress with their defensive and 
offensive preparations, our measures of inter- 
ference with their activity were not on the same 
scale, nor were they pushed with the enorgj^ 
which had formerly boon so marked. Towards 
tho end of 1916 the raids and forays of tho 
enemy craft working from tlie Belgian bases 
had become so frequent and were ch iracterizod 
by such audacity and determination as to 
attract general attention in England, and 
cause sometliing like a feeling of apprehension 
in tlio south-eastern counties. The raids upon 
the Kentish coast and tho attempts to pass tho 
Dover Straits made at this time, a-nd how they 
became considerably diminished after tho 
e.xtromoly gallant and successful action in which 
tlu^ flotilla loaders Broke and Sw ft distinguished 
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FIRING INTO THE BATTERIES ON IHH HUNKS 


I'he ship has been j^iven a list 

thei 11801 v(.*s, luivo b(H*ii dosorilMMl in pievioiis 
chapters. 

It was niiiny tiiiK's urg<‘<l upon tho aiil lioritios 
that th(^ only satist'actory riiotliod of fl(‘a.liiig 
witli tho inoiiacn from tlio Flaiulors [lorts woulcl 
lit*, to destroy the ports a-nd reiah'r t hem useless 
as lairs for tho enemy craft. The tons of hi^^h 
explosive dropped from tho air and tli«* inter- 
mitt<t»nt bombardimait at long intervals of the 
fortifications, while thesis result<‘d in extensive 
damage, were insullieioiit and inadequat<? by 
themselves. Something on a larger scale and of 
a more permaia'iit character in the way nf 
iltistruction was ri'quired to bo really elTective. 
Proposals for blocking tho canals hiwl b«‘en 
inadi^ as <*arly as tlie first months of tlio war, 
hut nothing came of them. When iSir Edward 
Carson and Lord Jellieoo had succeediul Mr. 
Balfour and Sir TTtairy Jackson at the Admiralty 
in the early part of 1917 a definite plan of 
action for this purpose was seriously considered. 

It was not until Nov<*mber, 1917, tliat tlu? 
project materializ(;d in tlie Plans J>ivisi<in of 
the Admiralty, at the lieod of which was a. 
young flag officer named Roger Keyes. In this 
division a great scheme, having for its purpose 
tho blocking of Zeebrugge, of tho ship canal, 
and a similar undertaking at Ostond, was pre- 
pared and elaborated, and when it had obtained 
official sanction and encouragcinont , ' tlie 
talentod and energetic Admiral under whose 
direction it had been drawn up was sent dow’ii 


to increase the riin^fe of her )(unN. 

to ])ov(‘r to relieve Sir Ih^ginald Bacon in 
eommand of the patrol for tho purpo.se. of 
|)ulting it into oxiM iition. The great ad\'enturo 
took plae<^ in tho i^arly morning of Ai)ril 23, 
St. (.IcHirge’s Hay. 

The plan as ai‘rang<‘d w^as to use certain 
olisoleto vessels tilkul with (ioncreto for sealing 
up the two harbours, while, at the same time' 
and with the objee.t of diverting attention 
from tli(‘.so })lock-ships, an attack was made on 
tho bath^ry and other r*sta})lishinnnts on th(' 
Mole at Zeebrugge and the railway vijuhiet 
eiaiiiocting the brf‘Mkwater with tho shori’i 
hlowrj up. It was essi*ntial to sueciws that 
the entiTpri.se sJiouM ht^ a <*omj)lete surjiiiso 
and that ]x>th tho blocking sliip.s and tlie parf.y 
atta('king tlie ^ATolo should reacli their objectiv<'s 
l)(‘foie tho heavier batteries of the enemy c:ouM 
jmt t.hcMii out of act inn. As tho storming of 
tho Mole was intended to distract tho attontion 
of the. <lefenders, this opi'ratioii was timcid to 
begin )>eforo thf> hloeking-sliips appeaml, and 
thus to tako tlio first brunt of whatever artillery 
tiro tho e.neifny could bring to bear. Tn order 
to screen the movements of tho attacking 
v<^ssols, an artificial fog or smoko mist, wliieh 
had alrcjidy been ff)und to work satisfactorily, 
was to 1)0 made liy tho small craft which were 
to accompany the larger vos.sel.s ami tako part 
in rcsiMiing their crews. Also, as a further 
diversion, while these vi^.ssels wcn3 making 
their approach to the. ports, a force of monitors 
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and aerial bombing machines was to set up 
a bombardment of the shore batteries and 
other positions of military importance in the 
vicinity of the two ports. ' 

As already stated, the conduct of the whole 
business was in the hands of Vice-Admiral 
Keyes. Six old cruisers selected for the purpose 
were specially prepared for the exp(3dition. 



BRUGES DOCKS AND THE APPROACHES 
FROM OSTRND AND ZEEBRUGGE. 

Th(3 V’indictivo was to carry out the attack upon 
the Mole aiul had boon supplied on the side 
whicli would bo nearer the })reakw'ater with 
a high false (l(3ok, fitted with brows or gangways 
by which the storming and demolition parties 
slie carried were to land. Accompanying her 
w(n‘o two old Mersey ferry-boats, the Iris and 
Daffodil, also carrying part of the landing 
force, and the Daffodil, it was also arranged, 
was to push the Vindictive against the break- 
water if the grappling-irons with wliich she was 
fitted failed to effect their purpose. The 
Vindictive was commanded by Acting-Captain 
A. F. B. Carpenter, R.N., the Iris by Commander 
Valentine Gibbs, R.N., and the Daffodil by 
Lieutonant H. G. Campbell, R.N. The com- 
mands of the various landing parties wore 
distributed as follows : The Naval brigade 
under Acting- Captain H. C. Halahan, D.S.O., 
R.N., and the Royal JNTarines under 
Lieu k^nant -Colonel B. N. Elliot, D.S.O., 
R.M.L.I., with Lieutenant*Commander A. L. 
Harrison, R.N., and Lieutenant C. C. Dickinson, 
R.N., in charge of the storming and demolition 
bodies respectively. Two submarines 'wore 
detailed to *blow up the viaduct ; one of these 
was commanded by Lieutenant A. C. Newbold, 
R.N., and the other by Lieutenant R. D. 


Sandford, R.N., and attached to these sub- 
marines was a picket -boat commanded by 
Lieutenant-Commander F. H* Sandford, D.S.O., 
R.N. 

The vessels selected for blocking were, like 
the Vindictive, ancient and obsolete cruisers, 
which before the war had been fitted out as 
minelayers. For their present purpose they 
had been stripped of everything except their 
engines and armament, aiul in addition to the 
concrete carried explosives to blow their hulLs 
to pieces when they groimdod. Those to be 
used at Zeebrugge wore the Thetis, Commander 

R. S. Sneyd, D.S.O., R.N., Intrepid, Lieutenant 

S. S. Bonham Carter, R.N., and Ipliigenia, 
Lieutenant E. W. Billyard-Loakc, R.N., who 
at the last moment replaced Lieutenant I. B. 
Franks, R.N., who had to go to hospital for 
an operation. For the Ostond undertaking the 
ships chosen were the Brilliant, Commander 
A. E. Godsal, R.N., and Sirius, Lieutenant- 
Commander H. N. M. Hardy, D.S.O. , R.N, 
A flotilla of motor vessels under the command 
of Caj tain Ralph Collins, R.N., and Commander 
Hamilton Bonn, M.P., R.N.V.R., with another 
of coastal motor-boats under Lieutenant VVel- 
man, R.N., were charged with the duty of assist- 
ing the block-ships in finding their objectives, 
making the smoke screens, and aiding the crews 
of the sunken vessels to make their escape. 



THE IRIS. 

(The Daffodil was a similar boat.) 

Tliree destroyers were also assigned duties in 
the attack, the North Star, Lieutenant- 
Commander K. C. Helyar, the l*ha?be. 
Lieutenant -Commander H. E. Gore-Langton, 
R.N., and the Warwick. In the last-named 
Vice-Admiral Roger Keyes flew his flag, and 
from her ho directed the whole operation. The 
admirars final signal as the Vindictive advanced 
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to the attack was a reminder of the day, “ St. 
George for England ! ** and the reply made by 
Captain Carpenter was, “May we give the 
Dragon^s tail a damned good twist ! ** 

Altogether between 70 and 80 ships and boats 
took part in the affair; but, in culdition, the 
naval force at Harwich, under Rear-Admiral 
Sir Reginald Tyrwhitt, D.S.O., and the Grand 
Fleet in the North Sea, were on the nlcrt to 


the men undoubtedly had a chanco of saying 
that they did not want to go, perhaps foi 
family reasons ; but, so ftvr as I know, there 
was not a single case of a man tasking to bo left 
behind. To my knowledge, in fact, in one ship 
(the Intrepid), where orders Inwl been given that 
certain men were to bo left behind, those men 
in almost a mutinous spirit came up before 
tlu^ captain and said they absolutely rofust'd to 



H.M.S. VINDICTIVE. 

As she was when first commissioned in 1898. 


prevent any attempt from the German Right 
to interfere with the proceedings. A small 
French contingent from Dunkirk also par- 
ticipated. . 

The following graphic account of the daring 
exploit was given by Captain Carpenter ; 

“ Once it had been decided to make an attack 
on the Mole we ha<l to have a large, number of 
men to carry it out, and to obtain suitable 
ships. So the Grand Fleet, the main naval 
depots, and the variou.s Commands, such as 
Dover, were asked to loud a certain number 
of the most suitable men tliey had. These men 
were given to understand that tliey were going 
on a hazardous enterprise, so far as I know, 
and therefore one can say that they volunteered 
for it, although they wore not actually told at 
the time what they were going to do. Howov«*r, 
before the operation actually took place every 
man had to bo informed quite clearly what was 
expected of him, because one fully realized 
that every officer might bo knocked out and tho 
men would be entirely on their own. Then 


leave the ship. As it happened, in this par- 
ticular case, owing to a slight hitcli, tho (^xtni 
enuv of this ship were not taken off. Tho whole 
of tho men went into Zeobrugg(< Canal in the 
block ship, and tho whole of them wore saved 
and brought back. 

“ The nature of tho oporat iou was siich that 
it required tlio use of a very largo number of 
small craft, and tho trip across tho sea being 
rather over a hundred mil<^s oacJi way made 
it necessary that tfio weather should be fine. 
At tho same time the wind ha<l to ho on-shore, 
so tliat we could use our smoke screens effec- 
tively. At the same time, loo, the operation 
had to bo carried out at liigli water, so as to 
allow tho block sliips to got in. Again, owing 
to tlio presence of a largo number of Goniian 
guns on tho Belgian coast, it was necessary to 
carry out tho operation at night, and it was 
fully realized that if it W'ore carried out in tlio 
latter part of tho night — that is to say, liy the 
morning twilight — there was practically no 
chance of any snip getting away in tho early 
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THE BLOCKING OF ZEBBRUGGB. 


morning wlion they conld be soon from tlio 
slioro. It was, thoreforo, a rathor complicat'Gd 
combination of conditions that wo required, 
and during the period that we were waiting for 
a suitable day the disappointments wore very 
great. Before the operation took place we had 
all gone over to within a few miles of our 
objoctivos and had to turn back owing to 
impossible weather conditions suddenly arising, 
and it was with very anxious hearts that we 
waited for suitable weatlier conditions to 
occur, realizing that every day we waited made 
a greater chance for the news of the impending 
operation to leak out and get across to Gennany 
and for preparations to be made over there to 


defeat the operation at the outset. The chances 
of the vicinities of Zeebrugge and Ostend being 
heavily mined were considerable, and the risk 
of this had to be taken. 

“ At last the opportunity we had waited for 
so long arose, and everybody started off in 
the liighest spirits and with no other thoughts 
than to make the very greatest success of the 
operation that we could possibly do. Fate was 
very kind to us on the whole, and everything 
went well, almost as per schedule, xiie various 
phenes of the operation depended on acciuate 
timing of the work of the various units. The 
smoke screen craft and the fast motor-boats 
at given intervals rushed on ahead at full 
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speed, laid their smoke screens, attacked enemy 
vessels with torpedoes, and generally cleared 
the way for the main force, in addition to hiding 
the appro€tch of the latter from the shore 
batteries. Meanwhile, a heavy bombardment 
was being carried out by our monitors, and 
the sound of their firing as wo approached was 
one of the most heartening tilings that I can 
remember. On arriving at a certain point some 
considerable distance from shore the forces 
parted, some going to Zcobnigge and some to 
Ostend, the idea being the forces should arrive 
at the two places simultaneously, so that 
communication from one place to the other 
could not bo used as a warning in either case. 
Precisely at midnight the main force arrived 
at Zeobruggo and two of the block ships arrived 
at Ostend. 

“ At midnight wo steamed through a very 
thick smoke-screen. German star shells were 
lighting up tho whole place almost like daylight, 
and one had an extraordinary naked fooling 
when one saw how exposed we were although 
it was in the middle of the night. On emerging 
from the smoke-screen the end of the Mole, 
whore the lighthouse is, was soon close ahead, 
distant about 400 yards. Tho ship was turned 
immediately to go alongside and increased to 
full speed so os to got there os fast as possible. 
We had decidotl not to open fire from tho ship 
until they opened fire on us, so that we might 
remain unobserved to tho last possible moment. 
A battery of five or six guns on the Mole began 
firing at us almost immediately from a range 
of about 300 yards, and every gun on tho 
Vindictive that could boar fired at them as 
hard as it could. 

“ In less than five minutes the ship was 
alongside the Mole, and efforts were made to 
grapple the Mole so as to keep the sliip in place. 
The Daffodil, which was keeping close astern, 
came up, and in the most gallant manner 
placed her bow against the Vindictive and 
pushed tho Vindictive sideways until she was 
close atbngside tho Mole. There was a very 
heavy swell against the Mole. Tho shii^s were 
rolling about, and tliis made the work of 
securing to the Mole exceedingly diflicult. 

“ When the brows were run out from tho 
Vindictive tho men at once climbed out along 
them. It was an extremely perilous task, in 
view of the fact that the end of the brows at 
one moment were from 8 ft. to 10 ft. above 
the wall and the next moment were crashing 
on the wall as the ship rolled. Tho way in 


which the men got over those brows was 
almost superhuman. I expected every moment 
to see them falling off between tho Mole and 
the ship — at least a 30 ft, drop— and being 
crushed by tho ship against tlie wall. But not 
a man fell ; their agility was wonderful. It 
was not a case of seamen rimniiig barefoot 
along tho dock of a rolling ship ; the men were 



THE VINDICTIVE'S LANDING BROWS. 

carrying heavy aeeoutreim>nts, bombs, Lewis 
guns, and other articles, and their path lay 
along a narrow and extremely unsteady plank. 
They never hesitated. They wt^nt along the 
brows and on to the Mok) with the utmost 
poasiblo speed. Within a few minntc^s thn‘e 
to four hundred luwl been landed, and niuler 
cover of a barrage put down on the Mole by 
Stokes guns and howitzer fire from tluj sliip 
they fought their way along. 

“ Comparatively few of tho Germim guns 
were able to hit thc» hull of th(? ship, as it was 
behind tho protection of the wall. Safetj , 
in fact, depended on how near you could g<‘t 
to tho enemy guns insti*a<l of how far away. 
While the hull was guardrul th<^ upper works of 
the ship — the fimm^ls, inasls, ventilators, and 
bridges — wore showing above tlui wall, and on 
these a large number of German guns app<Mired 
to bo concentrated. Many of ciur casualties-! 
were t^aused by sfilinters coming elowii from tho 
upper works. If it liad not Imhiii for tlie 
Daffodil continuing to push th<^ ship in towards 
tho wall throughout tho ojieration none of the 
men who went on the .Mole would ever have 
got back again. 

“ About 25 minutes after tho Vindictive 
got alongside, tho bloc.k ships were seen round- 
ing the lighthouse, and heailing for tho canal 
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entrance. It was then realized on board the 
Ins, Daffodil, and Vindictive that their work 
had been accomplished. A quarter of an hour 
after the Vindictive took her position, and just 
before the blockers arrived, a tremendous 
explosion was seen at the shore end of the 
Mole. We then knew that our submarine had 
managed to get herself in between the piles of 
the viaduct connecting the Mole with the 
shore and had blown herself up. She carried 
several tons of high explosive, and the effect 
of her action was effectually to cut off the Mole 
from the land. Before the explosion the crew 
of the submarine, which comprised some half, 
dozen officers and men, got away in a very 
small motor-skiff, which lost its propeller and 
had to bo pulled with paddles against a heavy 
ti<le and under machine-gun fire from a range 
which could bo reckoned only in feet. Most of 
tho crow were wounded, but the tiny boat was 
picked up by a steam pinnace. 

“ It is possible that tho (Jerrnans who saw 
tho subrnarino coming in under tho play of 
their searchlights thought that her object 
was to attack tho vessels within tho Mole, 
and that she though! it foasihlo to got through 
tho viaduct to do this. Their neglect to stop 
tho subnuiiine as she approached could only 
be put down to tho fact that they know she 
could not got through owing to tho large 
amount of interlacing hotween tho piles, and 
that they really bclievod (hoy wore catcliing 
her. A large number of (lermans were actually 
on the viaduct a few foot above tho submarine, 
and were firing at her with machino-guna. 

I think it can safely be said that every one of 
those Gormans went up with tho viaduct. 
The cheer raised by my men in tho Vindictive 
when they saw tho terrific explosion was one 
of tho finest things I ever hoard. Jlany of the 
mon were sevei-ely wounded— some had tliree 
and even four wounds— but they had no thought 
except for tho success of tho operation. 

“The block ships came under very hoa\'y 
fire immodiatoly they rounded the end of tho 
Mole. Most of tho firo, it appears, was con- 
centrated on tho leading ship, tho Thetis. 

She ran ashore off tho ontranco to tho canal 
on tho edge of the channel, and was sunk as 
approximately as poasible across the channel 
itself, thus forming an obstruction to tho 
liassago of the German vessels. Before going 
down she gave a signal to tho other two block 
sliiixs, which were following close behind, to 
inform them which side of her to pass in order 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


347 


to get to the canal entrance. Tins cooperation 
between the throe block ships, carried out 
under extremely hoa\’y fire, was one of the 
finest things of the operation. The second and 
third ships, the Intrepid and Ipliigenia, botii 
wont straight through tlio canal entrance until 
they actually reached a point some two to 
three hundred yards inside the shore lines, 
and behind some of the (irennaii batteries. 
It really seems very wonderful. How the 
Crews of tho two ships ever got away is almost 
beyond imagination 


short time tho ships were cigar of imminent 
danger owing to tho largo amount of smoko 
whicli they had left behind them.” 

When tho Vindictive ran alongside the Molo 
the landing parties were ready to swarm across 
the brows, but the hail of shrapnel and machine- 
gun firo took ht^xvy toll of tlu^ stormers. 
Lieut enant-C*)lonol B. N, Klliot, D.S.O., 
R.M.L.T., Majt»r A. A. Oorthier, of the Marines, 
and Captain H. C. Halalian, II. N., 

were killed in tho ship almost immediately. 
Lit'utenant C. K. V’. Hawkings, H.N., aiul 



U'rnti h official photORrapk. 

THE ‘'SLIGHT DAMAGE” (AS RRPOKTKD BY THE (JERMANS) TO THE MOLE 

AND VIADUCT AT ZBEBRUGf^E. 


“The situation rather more than an hour 
after tho Vindictive got alongside was this; 
Tho block ships harl passed in, had come to tho 
end of their run, and had done their work. 
The viaduct wtis blown up and the Mole ha<l 
been stormed. Nothing but a useless sacrifico 
of life could have followed if tho throe boarding 
vessels ha<l remained by the Mole any longta*. 
The signal to withdraw was therefore giv(^n, 
and tho ships got away uiid«^r cover of their 
smoke-screens as quickly as they could. They 
wont at full speed and w^ero followed all tho 
way along their course by salvos fron\ the 
German guns. Shells seemed to fall all roumJ 
the ships without actually hitting them. The 
gunners apparently had our speed but not our 
range, and with remarkable regularity tho 
salvos plopped into the sea behind us. In a 


Lioutonant-Commander O. N. Bra«lf«)rd, R.N,, 
who carried tlie grappling anchors ashore from 
tlie Iris, w’oro also killod. But lo<l by Lifmtonant- 
Coinman<lors A. L. Harrison and B. K. Adams, 
R.N., and Lieiibaianls C. C. l)i(*kinson an<l 
K. L. Borthoii, D.S.C., R.N., and Major B. (k 
Weller, D.S.O., ('aptain K. Bamfor<l,Lk5ntenarits 
C. R. W. Lamploiigh atvl (k luidprliill, of the 
Royal Marines, tho blnejackeis and marines 
rushed aeross tho gangways with uiidauiitiMl 
gallantry ami fought th(‘ir way spk'mlidly into 
tlie Gorman defone(\s. In a rush for a iniichim*- 
gim battery Lic»utenant-Ck)mman<lei A. L. 
Harrison, R.N., was killed, and at the light- 
house laeuteixaiit-Colonel F. A. Brock, R.A.F. 
(Wing-Commander, R.N.), lost his life. This 
talented officer was the inventor of the smoke- 
screen, which, as Sir Kric Geddes admitted. 
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alone made the undertaking possible. Exposed 
to terrific fire, there was great loss of life in the 
Iris, Commander V. F. Gibbs, R.N., in command 
f)f the vessel, and her navigator. Lieutenant G. 
Spencer, D.S.C., R.N.R., both died of their 
wounds. Major C. E. C. Eagles, D.S.O., and 
Lieutenant S. H. E. Tnskip, of the Royal 
Marinos, were also killed, and many others, but 
the work was carried out in perftJct order and 
many deeds of heroism were performed in its 


to the enemy and were extinguished by gun 
fire. As these flares were intended to show 
the ends of the wooden piers leading to the 
harbour, their absence threw the blocking ships 
out of their course and they were run aground 
and blown up outside the entrance. The crews 
of the ships wore rescued as fearlessly as were 
those at Zeebrugge, by motor launches com- 
manded by Lieutenants K. R. Hoare, D.S.C., 
H.N.V.R., and R. Dourke, R.N.V.R. The 



THE VINDICTIVE'S GREW ON THEIR RETURN FROM ZEEBRUGGE. 


excc'ution. The eii'w of the Thetis after she 
blew u]! w»'re rescued by a motor launch imdt‘r 
the command of Lieutenant H. A. Littleton, 
R.N.VMt., tliat of tlie Intivpid by aiiotlier motor 
launch under Lieutenant V. T. Dean, R.N.V.R. , 
and that of tlie Tphigenia by the same inoUu’ 
laui\ch, tht' survivors being eventually trans- 
fernMl to a destroyer. I'he only material loss 
t>f any importance was the North Star, destroyer, 
sunk by guntire, most of the crew Ixdng picked 
up by the Plavbe under cover of a smoko-screen. 

At Osteiul the tiperatioius were <'onducted by 
Commodore Hubert Lynes, R.N., and there a 
change of wind brought about a less satish\cf ory 
n'sult than wivs achieved at Zeebrugge. The 
flares lit by motor launehos became visible 


total casualties suffered in the dual euterpriso 
amounted to 588 oftlcors and men. Of these 
there wt'ro 21 officers killed and missing an<l 
29 wounded, and 184 otlier ratings killed and 
missing and 354 wounded. 

The Rritish Navy was not a force to leave ita 
work untinished, and a further expedition w^aa 
planiiod to cH)ini)lete the job at Ostend. The 
Vindictive was still seawortliy although ba<lly 
battereil, and she was prepared for the venture. 
Loaded with concrete and explosives .she set 
out again on May 9 with Commodore H. Lynes 
as before in command of the new enterprise. 
Sir Roger Keyes, who hod been made a K.C.B. 
for the earlier achievement, was again present 
in the Warwick, Commander A. E. GodsaL 
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PLAN OF OStBND HARBOUK. 
Showing the position of Vindictive. 


R.N., who had taken tho Brilliant in, was in 
command of tho block-ship, and Engineer 
Lioutenant-Cornmandor W. A. Bury, fi.N., 
who had taken the Vindictive into Zeebrugge 
on St. George’s Day, reinainod in charge of tho 
machinery with his assistants and some 
vol untoors. Tho Germans were again siirpriscnl, 
and on this occasion a fortunate breeze blew 
away the fog that hid tho entrance between the 
tw’o piers and enabled the ship to steer for the 
opening. She was helped by a (toastal motor- 
boat under Lieutenant W. R. Slay ter, K.N., 


which burned a flare on tlui spot from which 
the Stroom l^ack buoy had been reinoNed 
by tho entuny. Two motor-boats under 
Lieutenants A. L. Poland, H.N., and A. 
Dayroll-Reed, D.S.O., R.N.U., went ahead 
and torpedoed tho pier ends while the monitfirs 
and seaplanes bombarded tho battcjrios on 
shore. The Gennans replied with every gun 
thatwouM bear, and under a hail of projectile's 
the Vindictive steamed full speed for tho 
entrance, where another motor-boat eoinrnanded 
by Lieutenant G. L. fVickburn, K.N., had laid 




THE VINDICTIVE IN THE POSITION ALONGSIDE THE PIER AT OSTEND 
To which the Germans had removed her. 
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a >)\irning light buoy. The ofHcial narrative 
says, then ; 

'riif* guns found h»*r nt onco. The after cofitrol wa^s 
flofiiolishod by a wliicli killod all its occupants, 

inclurling Sub-hieu^enani Aligns H. MacLachlan, who 
was iti (Mimnuind of it, ConunaiKit^r Gfal-nl ordered his 
ofTicor.s to go with him iIk* conning lower. Tho 

Vindictive laid licr h»ittcro<l iioso to llu* eostora pier 
and propar»*d to swing lior UiMt tVHjt of length across tho 



GOMMAN13KK A. E. (JODSAI., K.N. 
Took the Vindictive into Ostend Harbour and 
was killed. 


channel. At that. inoiru*nt a sholl from ttioslmrr hatleiifs 
fttrueic tile comiirtg-(<»NV«>r. hn utomml Sir John Alloym» 
and Ijienl («nant V. A. C. (Jnjtrhley wer-.* still within. 
Liouteiiiiid Alleyne wm- stuiimsl by the shock: Liievi. 
tonatit 0ruf<'hley 'liouled through tho .slit to tin* Oom- 
inander, no<l, receiving no miswer— for (ktmmander 
Godsnl Inid hemi hhovn to jiii'ei* . l>y tho bursting '•hell 
— rang llu.' port engine full sperd a-ti'i'ii, t<» help in 
swinging tho shi|i. Sho wa.s lying .at an angle ot idioiit. 
40 ilegret's to the pi'T, and seemed to he hard and fast, 
Ijimiteminf (h'litehlev tlu rnforo gave the order to clear 
the engine-room and abumlon .ship, lingiiioer L.i»uitenant - 
Ooiniuander liiiry, wlio wa.s tlu* la t man to leav<' llio 
I'ngiiie-room, blew the main charges by the switch 
instalhul att. Liieiiteiiant (Jrutehley blew the auxiliary 
eharge-i m I lui forw ivnl h-iiivh magazine. 'I’he old .sliip 
.-link alxuit six feet ami lay upon tlie bottom of the 
ehaimel. Ib'i* work wivs done. . . . 

Tlu) losses ^^el■o eonniarntivoly light, and 
most of tht'so woro incurrod by the ^'indi( tivo’s 
rrt'w whnii leaving tho ship. In the \Yholo 
operation four otVu*ers and six naui were killed, 
five ofVicers and 20 men wouiult'd, and nine 
men missing. Tlu^ survivors were ttiken off 
in a motor huinc'h by bhuittuiauts It. }3onrko 
aial O. 11. Drnnnnoiid, R.X.WH. I'he only 
casualty in inatiu-ial was the launch coininanded 
by the latter otlieer, who was himself severely 
wouudotl with several of his men, while his 
Hceoiid in commaiul. Lieutenant Gordon Ross, 
and one man was killed. The 
batlly damaged boat was sunk after the 
\vouudc<.l had been transferred to tho Warwick. 


It was not claimed that tho channels at Zoe- 
brnggf^ and Ostond were completely sealed, 
but for all practical purposes, as centres of 
torpedo craft activity, tho two porta were 
immobiliziHl and Rruges was deprived of its 
value as a torpedo ba.s 0 

Ri'feronce was made in an earlier chapter 
(Cf'XII., page 1(>9) to tho extensive mining 
undertaken by the Riitish Xavy for the inupose 
of limiting tho channels of access to tho North 
Sea and tho Outer Oceans available^ for tho 
U boats. An aeeiiunt of the huge iniiiefield 
hiid down between tho Shotlauds and tho 
coast of Norway appeared in an American 
pa[H‘r, Arms and /he Man^ on November 9, 
1918. 1 sing a new typo of snVanarino mine, 

the Unilt d Statt's Navy was shown to liave 
completed, in coo])erati<jn wdtli the Rritish 
Navy, an oxtonsivo “ inino barrage” in the 
North Sea. Tentative ])laiis for this wc*re 
submitted to Admiral Benson, Chief of tin* 
Bureau of Naval Operations, on Jvmo 12, 
1917 ; the dovelopinerit of a mine peculiarly 
odaptod for uso against submarines was 
announcod on July 18, and plans wert^ sub- 
mitted on the 2(Mlt of tliat month fora British- 



LIEUT. V. A. C. CRUTGHLEY, V.G.* 
Took control of the Vindictive after Gommander 
Godsal had been killed. 


American joint offeiLsivo operation. These 
were submitted to tho Admiralty through 
Admiral Mayo during his visit in August and 
Soptember, and weie accepted, in modified 
form. Wlieii Admiral Mayo returned, the 

♦ Tho portrait given in Vol. XVII, p. 421, is that of 
Commander Osborno, R.N., not Lieut. Crutchley, as 
tliere stated. 
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U.S. Bureau of Onlnanoo was directed to pro- 
ceed with the siip])ly of the uecossary iiiiia-s, 
ruiniboring many thousands. The work was 
divided among 140 principal contractors and 
more tlian 400 subcontractors, the major 
portion being done V>y automobile manufac- 
turers. Simultaneously", ships were converted 
into mine-layers, a mine -charging plant with a 
capacity of 1,000 mines a day was erected to 
load the mines, ami other arrangemiMits naule, 
including the taking u]) of 20 mendumt incai 
for the sole purpose of transporting mim* 
material overseas. Mateiial was Hrst trans- 
ported frtnn America in lAihruaiy, 1018. A 
constant succession of ships was maintaim‘«l in 
tho following months, and only oiu? \t‘ssel 
carrying mine material was sunk ]>y submarine. 
In Apiil, 1018, U(‘ar- Admiral Strauss wa-; 


appointed commander of tlie ^lim'ng Force, 
and the miiu'-layers, under Captain H. R. 
Belknap, reached their bases on Mav 20, 
1018. Tn eonjnnction with I h<* British forces, 
these American shi]is sowetl \ ast. art'as wit h 
mines, making these tracts impiact icahic for 
tlu‘ V ht»ats. Fxactly how many siieh engint's 
wt‘i*i' “ p!a!ited ” hy the Allit's in the North 
Sea was not disclosed, hut. it- may ho ii<aed 
that on the et'ssatiiai of hostilities c\cry »>nt' of 
thi‘se machiiu'-s needed to he swept- u]^ again, 
si» that th»> miiu'-sweepers of tlie Navy, whoso 
luM'oism and tlevotioii ti> duty had been <lis- 
playetl so often and so ci »ns[)ieiionsly, wei*o 
k('pt. busy eli'aring the si'as for safe tratl'M*. 

In addition to restricting the action of siih- 
nmrines hy means of extensiv<‘ minefii'Ms, 
tluae W5is a st r(*ngt luaiing of tho patrol both 



IHK RESCUE OF THE VINDIGTIVB*S CREW AT OSTEND. 
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ctiong the Cennan coast and at the entrance to 
the Baltic. Sir Eric Oeddus tolil the House of 
Comraons that the North Sea wiis swept day 
and night, from north to south ami from east 
to west, by the British Navy. In one month 
alone, the fhstance stenmod in home waters 
by batth^ships, cruisc‘rs, and destroyers 
amounted to 1,000,000 rnilc-i. Over .'1,000 
patrol boats, well as f»thci* arnuui vessels, 
W(*ro engagf^d in this work of watching the 
exits to thcj German ports. In such circum- 
stam^es conflicts were of frequent occiiirenco, 
so much so that, as the Admiralty stated 
otlicially when exposing a Berlin rc'port on 
one occasion, while tlu^y did fK)t interfere with 
the maintenance and efllcieiiey of our patrol, 
tliey were not rc^porttnl. 

On March 28, 1018, tlu'rc was one of these, 
patrol incident. s wliich was typical of th(? kind 
of gu(*rilla warfare wliif'li wcait on daily at 
this time. In the course of a sweep of th<» 
Heligoland Bight, a division of British des- 
troyers <*aptured and sank thr(*e Gorman 
ariiKHl outpost trawlers. Idiree otlicers and 
hy nie!L-“ the ('iitire cnavs of the eianny v<\s.sels 
-wen' made pri.sonors, and tliero wca*o no 
<*aHiialt ies on our side. 'Phis ca])t\in* was made 
in a sM’cep at night, diuing misty weather, and 



REAR-ADMIRAL HUGH RODMAN, 
la command of U.S. Battleshipa in European 
waters. 

in a heavy sea. The enemy were completely 
surprised, being diseoverect lying at anchor 
in lino. "Die British commander detailed 
two of his tlestroyers to lx>ard each of the 
trawlers, which proved a matter of considerable 


difficulty iti view of the nature of the sea. 
As the British destroyers approached the centre 
trawler the latter’s commander and crew' 
abandoned their vessel, which blew up imme- 
diately afterwards as the result of explosion 
of bombs on board. The two other trawders 


ADMIRAL BKNSON. 

Chief of the U.S. Bureau of Naval Operations. 

sunvnderod without resistance. Tlu' sen pre- 
venting the boarding party from getting on 
to oni* of the trawlers, the captain was ordered 
to weigh anchor and steer a certain coui'so, 
whieli ho did with some alacrity, spurred 
on by onc^ of our ilestroyers. The weather 
becoming worse, the commander of the des- 
troj^ers decided to take oil the erow\s of the 
trawlers, wliich, notwithstanding tho dangerous 
nature of the task owing to tho high seas which 
wore ruiming, w^as carried out successfully by 
boats’ crews. T4ater it w^as decided to sink 
the capturoil vessels, one being blown up by a 
<lenioHtion charge, and tho other sunk witli a 
few' rounds of shot. The German prisoners 
s<‘eim‘d exceedingly ploaseil at being captumd, 
one of them remarking that he expected to get 
some real food when he reached England. 

A Brize Court action which arose out of this 
scrap was heard on July 30, 1918, when it 
was show’ll that the Britisli destroyers engageil 
were tlie Abdiol, Legion, Toleinachus, Van- 
(juisher, Ariel, and Ferret, under tho command 
of Captain Berwick Curtis, D.S.O., of the 
Abdiol. Captain Curtis stated in an affidavit 
that the German vessels, the Scharbentz, 
Mai'S, and Polarstern, were each armeii with a 
gun and further equipped w'ith bombs, tlepih 
charges, and searchlights. For the 72 officers 
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and men on board the enemy craft* Sii* Samuel 
Evans made an award of prize bounty to tlio 
British crews of £300. 

Another small outpost affair occurred on 
April 20. Some small enemy forces wore en- 
countered by British light squadrons operating 
in the Heligoleuid Bight* and forced to retire 
behind their minofiokis. A few shots were 
exchanged at extreme range* and one enemy 
destroyer was observed to bo hit. There were 
no British casualties. 

Five days earlier there had been a more 
successful venture* so far as material results 
were concerned* in the Kattegat. The Coni- 
mander-iu-Chief, Grand Fleet, iiiu lor took a 
swoop tliere on April 15, and destroyed ton 
German trawlers, the crews of which were 
saved by the British ships, without imy loss 
to our side. The locality was roporlcd to be 
north-west of Kullon Island, at the northern 
entrance to the Sound. ^Vn indication was 
thereby afforded to the goncaal publu; of tho 
vast extent of sea whicli our vessels wore 
wa telling and patrolling. 

An interesting o])eration, significant l>(;caast» 
of aerial co-operation, took place off the coast 
of Schleswig-Holstein on July 19. Tliis was 
an a.ttack upon the Zc^[)pelin sIhmIs at ^rondern. 
This lair was the objective of a previous 
bombing expedition — on Marcli 25, 1910 (see 
Chapter CLIII., page 58) — wlien a sea j) lane force 
dclivercfl the attack, sujiportod from the s«*a 
by a light cruiser and destroyer ferce under 
OmimodoTO (afterwards Roar-Admiral Sir) 
R. V. Tyrwliitt. Tho olTleial announcement 
issu(‘d on tlio night of July 20 was t\s follows : 

A aotachrnent of tlio Graml Fh*< f oporatio^ ofT (ho 
Jutland coast, on tho morning of Friday, .July 19, has 
now roturnod to tho hast,-, having c arriod out a boinhing 
Uttaolc on the Zoppoliri shods jit Toudorn, Schloswig, hy 
R.N'.A.F. machinos do'jpatcho<l from (ho vossols. 

In tl)o first flight, which was mado in ( Im t^arly inurni ng, 
all machinoa roachod thoir ohjoctivo and mado dire<9. 
hits on a large doublo shod, whioli was eornpI»9i*ly 
destroyed, tho coriflagratioii rising (o 1,000 foot. A 
second fiiglit follow<Ml tho fir-t, all niachirms hut one 
roanliing thoir objoctivo. A largo shod was oh'-orvo-d to 
have a hole of coiisidorable dimcui'-ions iu the* roof, 
from which a volunio of smoko wa- boing otnifUMl. A 
second shod was bomhod, and dirool hits woro Tiiado, 
but owing to fiorco anti-aircraft fin> and to file sinoko 
of the first shod it was not possible to observe whoth^u* 
dostruclion of tho stjcond sho<l was oomplcto,. 

Tho attacks wore made from a height i»f 7fi(‘ to l,00h 
feet. 

Four of our laachinos failed to return and iiifurrnatioti 
has been received that throe of thoM* machin<‘s landed 
in Danish tf^rritory. 

All ships retumetl without any casual! ics. 

Later information obtained from one of tlie 
pitot-s in the raid showed that a bomb was 


dropped on a low, flat buikliug, which was 
partially underground, situated a milo to tho 
eastward of Tondorn. From tho uaturo of 
tho building and tho violuuco of t lu^ explosion 
which followed tlio dropping of tho bomb, it 
was likely that this wixs a magazine. Thero 
were also reports to a similar offoct in the 
Danish journals. 'Fho Gormans worn apparent ly 
6ur])ri3cd, for one ainnan was rcport(Ml to liavo 



ILKXIBLE VOICE EIPES. 

For communicating orders from the bridge to the 
gunners. 

sfaictl lliat no barrag«^ was pnf, np: in fad, nf)t 
a gun was flrc^il at tho airrra.l’t, oik' of which 
was so low down that tho pilot disct riiod in 
tlio main st niot of tho town a. hi.rm'‘r’,s cart 
from which tho drivor wav’od a friondly granting. 
On his visit to tho Klof?t during 1 lio wook fol- 
b»wing this raid, tho Kitig lu’ard full partioiilars 
of tlio 'ronilorn oxph>it, and t hroo of t h(^ ofljoor.s 
— CJapfaiiLS Dic'kson, Smart, and Ikrnard, 
K.A.F. -wore doc*oratcd by his Majosty. 

Anothor little affair in which aintraft working 
with tho Navy wore oonspir*iions took place 
on August 11, 1918. On this occasion, tho 
sea and air forces C4iiTi<i<l out a rc^connaissanco 
f)f tho VVf^st Frisian Coast The British were 
heavily attacked I by Gorman aircraft, hut were 
han<llc<l with admirable dexterity and courage 
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in th<^ faces of thosa odds ap^airist iliom. A 
of the oporation was tlio work of tho 
(Joastal Motor Boats, undor tho command of 
Lioiit/onant-Commandor A. L. H. J3. Coko, 
K.S. AlUiou^h greatly ontnumborod by tho 
aircraft which attacked thorn, those Uttlo 
craft siiccc-odnd in bringing down two enomy 
air machines. Tli© sovnro natui(‘ of tho 
fij^hting was slu^wn >)y tho fact tliat six of tho 
motor ]>o»its faiUjft to rotnrn. With this 
(’XC(^ption, tho British forcf*^ engaged suffered 
no danwige or casualties. Commander Coko 
was awarded (lie O.S.O. in Uie Lotvhjn Gazetla 
of November for liis gallantry, tho oHieial 
amionneement slating that, tliis officer “ slmwed 
great determination, gallantry, and courage 
in continuing his reconnaissance in spite of 
the presences of tlie uinMiiy. 'Die Coastal 
Motor JJoats hid by Bieutenant-Commander 
( ’okfi fought a v^‘ry gallant act ion against 
Hupc'ri<jr odds, an<l contimuMl to do S(> until all 
tlu'ir anumiijition was oxpeiidod or their 
Lewis guns rendered us(‘loss by jamming.” 
'Three ot hia* oflicers nM’ei\ <‘d t he for ih<‘ir 

exc(*pt-ional work on this occasion, 'Tho 
(ha'iuans adnutte<l tlu> loss of an airship 
(Commander Ihoells) and one atToplaia*. 

'Th'* Coastal Motor Boats (or C.M.IL’s) 
prov(Ml a useful iuid valuabh' addition to tho 
Navy’s auxiliaries. So, too, did t lio “ P ’’-boats 
and tin* Yaelit ratrol, wlueh had many notahl<3 
.suee(\sses to their er('dit. 'The stirring figlit of 
th«' yacht T<.orna, (No, 024), i^ieuteiiaul C. L. 
Tottenham, B.N.H., with a. IT-boat off 
[’ortland Bill has been rt'lated by Sir Henry 
Newbolt. C.B. 71, as this submarine was 
number<’d, under the (’oiumaud of Olxa- 
l^<*utuant Seht ieialerf, was <les(n»yed hy 
ramming and depth cdiaiges on iMay 2th 
1918, while in the act of attacking a. et>uj)le 
of iiK'rehaut nasi, and st) dcM'isi\’C! was the r«*snlt 
that oidy one (h*nnan ]>risom'r was picked 
up, ami he (litsi from his injuries w itliin three 
hours. 

I )uring 1 918 t lu're were ne ^iieees?>ful at t “lupts 
to put a (h*rman commeriM* raider on to tho 
oe«'an traile routes. 'The return of the raider 
W olf in Fe}>ritarv, 1918, houi'ver, fnan a cruiso 
of liftiMsi months’ duration, erealod sumo 
int('iH*st. 'riiis event was announee»l in the 
following Cerman tdVieial communique dated 
lA'hrnary 24 : 

'Thi' tiiixilifiry fnu>.«‘r NVulf has retiiraod homo after 
M !.■> mojUhV orni-;i* in tlio Allautic, Imlian, and raoilii* 
Ihvan*^. Tho Kai-^or htV'i '^ont »v ti Ugram of wolcotno 
tu tho oot!\n\atnh*r of tho Wolf and has oonferivtl on him 


tho ordor Pour It 3/dr/7<5. A n timber of Iron Crosses 
have also boon conforrofi on offic'ors and crow. 

Tho crui.sor, which was commanded by Oaptain 
Norj»nr, inflicted tho groatost damage on tho oiioniy*s 
shipping by tho dostruotion of cargo ''paeo and cargo. 
Sho brought home more than 400 mombers of crows of 
sunken ship-!, including nurnerrRn (roloured and white 
British .soMiers, B«".ides several g»ins e.iptured from 
armed stoainers, tho Wolf brought grea-t quantities of 
valuable raw material*-, such as rubber, cojipor, brass, 
zinc, cocoa beans, copra., and so forth to the value oi 
many millions of marks. 

Tin* Britidi cruisor Turritella. which was captured by 
tlio Wolf in February 1917, was equipped as a second 
auxiliary cruiser and chri.sfoned the litis, and suncos.‘=^fully 
oi>eraled in t lie Gulf of Alien under tlio (lornmand of 
tho Wolf's first oOicer, Lieutenant-Captain Braiales, 
until .sho wa*! confronted by British forces, when slu‘ 
was sunk by her own crew, who, to tho number of 27, 
nro [iri-tmers in Briti^li lianils. 

Tliis cruiso was carrici out in tho most ilifbcult 
circumstances, witli no base and no means of communi- 
cation with homo, and co?»stitule.s a unique nchievement . 

Ill view of tho forogoiiig thu British Admiralty 
aimoimoiMl that it wa.s to bo jiresumod tluit 
11 morchantmon — six British, throo IJ.S.A., 
Olio tiapniioso and oiio Spani.sh —which had 
long boon posted as missing, hacl boon doslroyod 
by tbo W^olf in t h<^ Tmlian and Pacific Oc(‘ans 
anti thoir crows mado prisoiims. Of th(‘so 
vt'ssols, tho 'Turrit ol la was of r>,o28 tons gross. 
In a spooch at. Lubook, Comiiiaiidor W'it- 
schowsky, described as first offioor of tho Wolf, 
.said that slio wont out to soa oin. Toohind, and 
then round tho C.'apo and into tht' liulian 
Ocean, passing cl<»st> to "Madagnsoar. In tho 
Indian Oot'an, a sout h-oastorly courst^ was 
takiMi ftir salVty, and after jiassing round 
Australia, .Now Ouinoa and Now Zealand, the 
W'tdf ])ri )ci*odod to Bombay, Ci\vlon, tho 
fiidiaii (.'oast, and t h(' IIlmI Sea., tlion to the 
south, round tho (Ai)X‘, and through tho 
Atlantic hack to Iceland, wlionoo tho ship w«‘nt 
homo along tho Norwegian coast. 'Phis oflicia* 
said that tho first object of the cruise was 
mine-laying, and tliose machines woro strown 
olT the Capo and about Colombo at night-tinu' 
by tho aid of Kiigllsh searchlights. Ono ohieor 
wlio was a prisoner on hoard hor stated that 
sho eai'riod seven G-irich gim.s, four torpedo 
tubes, a seaplane called tlio Wvilhdim, bombs, 
hfual gi-onados, etc. She could raise and lower 
her masts, and |a'obahly do tho same to lior 
funnel. A dummy funnel and false mast could 
also he rigged on the poop. 'The cruiso of tlic 
Wolf certainly brought hack a touch of romanco, 
at tiiiK'S reminiscent of Marryat, into the story 
of tho sea war. Captain Xergor wa.s 
aceliiimod as a national hero tliroughout 
Cermany, and within a ilay or two of hi.s 
ivturii was said to have receivexl several 
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hundreds of proposals of marriage by tt'lograph 
from German women. 

When, in an earlier cliapter,’" the various 
means and methods for dealing with the enemy 



been awarded the Victoria Cross f(^r such service, 
viz. : — 

Commander Gordon Campbell, H.N. 

Acting Tdeut. W K. Sandfis, R..N K. 

Lieut. R. N. Stuart, D.S.O., R.N.R. 

St'amau W. Williams, R.N.R. 

LiiMit. C, G. Honnor, r).S.(\, R.N.R. 

Petty Odlcer 1C. Pitoliei*, R.X. 

Skippt'r 'riiomas Cris|), D.S.C., R.N.R. 

Tatnit If. Anton, D.S.C., R.N.R. 

.'Vs a good example of the su])erl) <liscipliii<', 
roso\ircofuln(\ss and calm courage lu'cessary in 
such operations as tliose in which the ,*d)<)\e 
ollllcers and men, and many men' of theii* com- 
rades, wen' engaged, the action of II M.S 





(JKRMAN ARMED TRAWLERS SUNK IN 
THE KATTEGAT BY BRITISH SHIPS. 

Rubitanine.s were <lcscrihed, it was only ]u>ssihle 
t«) mention the “ Q ” Ixjats or “ mystery ships.” 
These v<'ssols woro d(^scril)ed as follows by Sir 
ICric ( hnides : — 

* “ O ” <hip-^ aro tlMOoy'-. Tlii'v laav t«’ aiiliug 

f-'liips JicnpiiiL; along ni a r-Koppy oavioiely unarin. il 
Hial an pn-y to tFia siihiuantj,*. Ttu' -liip^ am 

iiiarnied tiy volunteer'; — (lio vrry bc^t arj<l Ita* v<ry 
tirnv«''t that nnr <ra -•‘rviof t-an protluof- -aiifJ ftu* 'ibip'> 
arc verilabla f|Mi<*k-chango artists. In half a 
s,*fniirN fjr "O thry ar*» «-onviTto(l Iroiii appanailly 
hariiila'*"’ t rmlurs to foni)i<lablo nion-ol-\var. 

In a s|)eeial stipplement to the Lonthm (razeffc 
on Novetnher 20, 1018, there appoarotl a smies 
of examples of actions fought by the “ Q ” 
boats. Tho suyiplement contained the names 
of no less than eight onicors tind men who had 

• Chapter CCLVll. 



Stock Korcc, on .Inly OO, 101 S, may lx* citc<|. 
This “ Q ” boat, eommjmded hy Lieutenant 
Harold Aiiton, R.N R., was torr)edoed 

by an oiietny submarine at, r> ]>.m. on that dtiy. 
The torpedo struck thfi shiji abreast No. 1 
hatch, entirely wrecking tho tore yuirt of the 
ship, iiAcliiding the bridge, and wounding thnns 
ratings A sliowcr of piaulos, uiicxplodcd 
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shells, hatches, and other debris followed the 
explosion, wounding the first lieutenant 
(Lioutonant E. J. Groy, R.N.R.) and the 
navigating officer (Lieutenant L. E. Workman, 
K.N.R.) and adding to the injuries of the fore- 
most gun’s crew and a number of other ratings 
The ship settled down forward, flooding the 
foremost magazine and between -decks to the 
‘depth of about three feet. A “ panic party,” 



PRISONHKS FROM THH GERMAN 
TRAWLERS SUNK IN THE KATTEGAT, 

in charge of Lieutenant Workman, R.N.H., 
immc'diately abandoned tia* ship, and the 
woiindiMl were removed to (ho lower deck, where 
(he surg(?on (Surgt’oii Probationer G. E. 
Stralian, K.N.VJl.)» workifig up to liis waist 
in watiM’, attended to their injuries. I'ho 
captain, tw^) gun crews, anil tho engine-room 
staff remained at their posts. 

The submarine tlnai came to tho surface 
ahead of tho sliip half a mile distant, ami 
rcinaintMl there a quarter of an hour, apparently 
wntcliing tho ship for any doubtful movement, 
'rho “ panic tuirly ” in the boat accordingly 
com! noneed to row back towards the sliip in 
an omloavour to decoy tho submarine within 
range of the liiddoii guns. Tho subinarino 
followed, coining slowly down the port side of 
the Stock Ki>ree, aV>out 300 yards away. 
Lieutenant Auten, lumever, withheld his fim 
until she was abeam, when both of his guns 


could bear. Fire was opened at 5.40 p.m. ; 
the first shot carried away one of tho periscopes, 
the second round hit the conning-tower, blowing 
it away, and throwing tho occupant high into 
the air. The next round struck the submarine 
on the water-line, tearing her open and blowing 
out a number of tho crew. 

Tho enemy then subsided several feet into 
tho water and her bows rose. She thus pre- 
sented a largo and immobile target, into wliich 
the Stock Force poured shell after shell until 
the submarine sank by tho stern, leaving a 
quantity of debris on the water During the 
whole of tho action one man (Officers’ Steward 
2nd Class R. J. Starling) remained pinned 
down \ inder the foremost gun after the explosion 
of tho torpedo, and remained there cheerfully 
and without complaint, although the ship was 
apparently sinking, until the end of the 
action. 

The Stock Force was a vessel of 3()0 tons, 
and despite tlie severity of the shock sustained 
by tho officers and men when she was torpedoed, 
and the fact that her bows were almost oblite- 
rated, she was kept afloat by the exertions of 
the ship’s company until 9.25 p.m. She then 
sank with colours flying, and tho offleors and 
men were taken off by two torpedo-boats and 
a trawler. 

There are few more vivid and romantic 
stories in the record of the sea fighting of the 
Great War than thos(» connected with “ Q ” 
l>oats. Officoi’s and men vkxl with each other 
in designing allaremt3n1^ for the enemy. One 
man would don female attire over his uniform, 
and recline prominently on the poop in a dock 
chair ; another w'ould procure a stulTod jiarrot 
to fasten in a cage wliich he could take over 
the side as a member of tho ‘‘ panic party ” 
to heighten the effect ; and so on. After a 
while, however, it became more difficult to 
bait tho Germans. The continued success of 
tht> “ Q ” boats was remarkable testimony to the 
iron nerve and unfailing ro.source of tho British 
seaman. The submarine commander would 
not venture to tho surface until after his 
torpedo had struck homo ; hence it resolved 
ikself into a ctiso of the “ Q ” boats going out 
with tho deliberate intention of being torpedoed 
themselves, in order tliat, following such an 
attack, they might get a chance to ^stroy 
their assailant wlien he came above water 
to gloat over his supposed victim. In its 
original conception, the ** Q ” boat idea was 
atlopted by sev’oral classes of war vessels. 
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from the time of the Baralong affair iii 1915 
Numerous were the trawlers which put out 
to sea with guns concealetl in all sorts of ways. 
But the practice of trapping submarines 
grew and dovolopod until, in the final phase, 
it was one of extreme ingenuity and daring. 
All honour to the splendid seam^'n w’ho pri>- 
socuted this species of sea fighting with such 
conspicuous skill and relentless ardour. 

13uring the^ year the Admiralty rev’ealed 
the fact that the British submarintjs which 
had boon operating in the Baltic since 1914-15 
had been destroyed, and explained the reason 
for this step. It was on October 15, 1914, 
that two boats of the E type first entered the 
Baltic. Ten montlis later two more followed 
them ; and two more still a month afterwards. 
All these boats proceeded by sc*a — through the 
Skaw and the Sound ; but more remarkable 
in its way was the dispat cli of four boats of 
the C typo to Archangel in 1910, wh(»nco they 
were transported overland to Krcaistadt. 

When the Germans a|>proache<l th<' <*oast 
of South-West Finland, the seven British 
Bubmarines ronuiiuing in Russian waU'rs were 
destroyed between April 3 and 8, 1918, outshin 
Helsingfors. Owing to the Hnssinn disaffeetion 


this little submarine fhuilla had eomo to be 
the only force wliich the Germans really feared 
in those parts. Its escape by the Sound Ijeing 
cut off, there was nothing loft but to destroy 
the boats to prevent their falling into enemy 
hands. The fiotilla was h>rmcrly ('ommauded 
by Captain Cromit\ R.N., wlio in January, 
1918, Wixs appoiut(^(^l Xaval Attache at IN'tro- 
grad, and who was killed in the deplorable 
attack oil the Emhu'-isy there hy the Bolslu'vists 
on Aiignsl 31, 1918. In a dispatch dated 

May 17, 1918, the P«*trograd ( \)rrespeu<leiil 
of llie Tlnirs wrote : “ During th«^ presence 
of our tli^lilla in the Baltic it suci-eiMltHl in 
sinking oiu^ hatth'sliip, two ta*uis<as, four 
destroyers, oia* ata'oplaia* <*arrier, four trans- 
ports, one liollier, and 14 mi'rcliant vessels. 
This (Mitaihsl not li^ss than hi't-wi'en 2,000 and 
3,000 casualties to the enemy — that is to say, 
lO times thi> mimerieal stnaigth of the fiotilla.” 

>\n Allied expedition to the IMiirman c<»ast 
was iindert.aken in the sunniu'r of 1918. Early 
in July it was amioimced that British and 
French wai*shi])s in Murmaii ports, and 

that pn‘[>aratious wi're being ma<le foi- assisting 
th(f local Russian aiith<a*iti(‘s to maintain tlu^ir 
indept'!\di‘nce. On August 8 a iio(i<‘<* issiu^d 



GUN HIDDEN WITHIN THE FORWARD HATCH OF THE SUFFOLK COAST. 
A replica of the Stock Force, moored in the Thames for public inspection. 
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by tho Press Bureau stated that “Allied forces, 
naval and military, with the active concurrenco 
of the Hussiaii population, landed at Archangel 
on Friday, Aug\ist 2. Their arrival was 
gretded with general enthusiasm by the in- 
luibitants.” It was also statofl that tho object 
of the expeclition was to prevent Germany 
fnan establishing on the Russian coast bases 
for tho supply of her submarines ; to keep 
open th(» road r)f eommunieal ion between 


/ 



LAUNGHINt; A PAKAVANE. 

The apparatus whioh protects ships from mines. 

Ibissia and tho West : and to stive tharemaimler 
of war material that tlie Allied ships took 
\\\e\'v> W\v> ol Wio Ti\ussiau Amiy. On 

^i‘\Uember 12 tho presenee of American troops 
was diselosed. On Septi inber 10-17 a successful 


of>eration was carried out by naval and military 
forces on tho River Dvina, wliich resulted in 
the sinking of two enemy ships, tho capture of 
three guns, and tho infliction of heavy loss. 
Further fighting both on the Archangel and 
IVluimansk fronts was revealed oflicially on 
October C. 

It was not until certain honours for service 
on the Murman coast were conferred in tho 
London Gazette on December 12, 1918, that 
tlie idiaitity of some of the British warships 
engaged there was made known. It was then 
stat«‘d that Modyugski Island, at tho sea end 
of tho eliannels leading to Archangol, was 
capturt'd on August 1, 1918, after the batterios 
had bee n silenced by the Allied warships, and 
tlie town of Arehangel was oceiipiod next 
day, tlu' Bolshevik forces being quickly au<l 
ellicicntly oveieoino and drivoix out of tho 
vicinity. “Following thi‘so o]iorations,** said 
the London Gazette, “a Rivor Expeditionary 
Force was orgaiii/.cMl with local craft, armed 
and manucMl by Allic(l ertavs, and this expedi- 
t ion sucei'oded, in eo-opt‘rnl ion w itli the military 
bu-ecs, in I'lcaring tho River Dvina ari<l the 
Bi\cr \’aga of hostile craft up to tlie time when 
Allied shi[)s had to bo withdrawn to avoid the 
ice, siw'cral of tlie principal enemy \t*ssels 
being destroyed.” 'The honours eonb'rretl 
iiH'luded some to ollieers serving in the light 
«*ruis«‘r Attontives the monitor M.25, and tho 
gunboats Ra/.lytf, .\dvokat, and Gorodok. 
In addilion to tin' gunboat sijuadron and tlie 
motor launches, a paddle lu irio-s\\m*ping 
stpunlron was also mentioned. 

A startling (episode in tin*- liist. month of the 
year 1918 in Uu* Mt'ditcrrancan theatre of w'tir 
was tlio sortie t>f tho (hx'lien and 1.5reslau from 
the Dardanelles. For the first time since these 
notorious Tureo-GerTnaii wurshit)s (led t(» the 
Straits in tin* first month of tlie war, they 
fniicigc<l therefrom on January 29, 1018. To 
the north of Tmbros, tho British monitors 
Raglan and INI. 28 were attacked while at anchor, 
ami after being struck by heavy salvoes sank 
bobu'O they could fii’e a shot in tJu*ir own 
ili*fonce. Altering course to tho southward, 
tho enemy made off at high speed, being 
shadow’od by tho destroyers Tigress and Lizard, 
w hieh had made a plucky etTort to cova*r the 
monitors by forming a smoke screen, in which 
attempt they were subjected to a heavy five 
from the Goebon. Eventually, tho Breslau, 
whe^n about six miles south of Kophalo, struck 
a mine, a large oxjjlosion being observed 




H.M.S. REPULSE— ONE OF THE SO-G 

riic Renown is 

ahi rasi Ih'I‘ funiu‘1. 'Plircr inoi«* (‘xphtsioiis 

(|uu-kly followod, and witliiii 10 initiidrs sin* 
sank ky tha- st(a-n, liat'linj; «)\ri- as slia want 
down. Soon ai'tc'i'wards, tour (‘many dost royars 
W(‘i‘a s('an aoiniji^ out/ of tha I )ardanallas, 
su|)|)t)rt(al l)y an old 'I’uilvi'^h aruisiT, l>ut on 
flu> and la/ard ])roin|)tly ^‘n^aJ^in^ (!m* 

dast royals (lu\v linrriadly n'tinsl up lha 
Straits, th<‘ lU'arast ona Ixanj^ raptatadly liit 
and sat on tii'a. Maantiiua, tlia (.{oabaii ami- 
tinuad on Ium‘ soutliarly <*ours«‘ until an attack 
Ijy aircraft forced lua* to alt(‘r course and head 
foi- tiu* I )ai*danallas. In tlH‘ act of turning;, 
liovvc/vca-. slu' also sti’uak a iniiH*, an<l satikMl 
<lown aft/ wit/ll a daaadad list, Sim was able to 
r»‘ojiin tlu‘ sli(‘lt()i‘ of the Stiaits, in spite of 
ivjH'atad attacks fnan ilia Allia<l aircraft, uliicli 


ALLED “ HUSH ” RATTLE CRUISERS, 
a sister vliip. 

obtained iwn tliicct l^its wban off Cbanak. 
She wa> licailad for tliC/ sluac and b<*achad at< 
t Ih‘ o\l rt'inc au( I nf \a»j;ara l‘ninl. Iu>r a eck 
the bat t Ic iM uisci icmainatl a;^round, durun>; 
which lime .she was ii'pcatiMlIy bombed fiom 
t he air, but t ha bad weat hai hampen-d tin' aerial 
opiaation^. <m aisidarably , and a reeonnaissanea 
eariied out abmit midnight nn .laniiary 21 
ra\ cak'd tlia fact that tia* \ assrl had Imcii 
sueeas.'^fully lelloatod. I’ltimataly. oj eour^a, 
in <‘ommon with ot hei enemy waiships in tin 
black Naa, the ( ioaban fall into Ihili^h liamb 
in \o\enibe!-, MtlS. 

A gallant ••pisode. which di»l not ha\c tin 
succ(‘.s:^ful tcMumation which it deseiAcd, wa.^ 
lha criUM' nf siibmaiine I'k I I up llie Strait- 
<in tha niuht n| .)anuar\ liT with in-^l riict mn- 
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to oompleto the Gooben’s destruction. Under 
the command of Lieut. -Commander G. S. 
>Vhite, E.14 proceed3d into the Dardanelles, 
but encountered considerable anti-submarine 
aetivity. According to the Turkish olTieial 
account, off Ktun Kale the boat was destroyed 
by gunfire. The other naval operations during 
what proved nn eventful y(*ar were chiefly tho 
work of the Allied navies in the ^roditoiTauean, 
in wliich tho British Fleet took an impcjrtant 
share. 

.^^’hen, after hostilities had censed, the British 
people camo to review the progress of the' four 
and a quarter years of war, tho vital and 
tnndamental nature of the work of their semmen 
stood more apparent than ever. It was tho 
Nav'y which had made possible the triumph of 
the Allied cause. Speaking at Leeds on 


December 7, Mr. Lloyd George said that if 
GoiTnany had succeeded in her submarine cam- 
paign the Allied cause would have been hope- 
lessly lost. The Prime Minister added : — 

Then the pubmerino warfare, tho snbmnrinc iNelf, 
was dealt witli. 'J’hc convoy Ry.stem was set np for 
tho first timo, bo as to mnko it difiicnlt, and evc*n in;- 
po.s. ible, for tho submarine to tittack our ships. Tlvifc 
saved millions of ton*--, and thoiis^ands of gallant live- of 
our sailors. Then there were devices for df'stroying 
submarines. Gradually, luontli by month, we W‘To 
chasing thnm with these now designs, pur.'iuing them, 
hunting them through the deep, and you have no notion 
of tho porsi-stcncy, the skill, tho daring, the endurance 
which have been put by tho British sailor into the 
hunting of this wild animal. Hidden in tho deep, night 
•and day, sun«hine and storm, up in tho frozen wntei-s 
of tho north, in tho torrid waters of tho south, cast, and 
wo.st, ocean, gulf, strait, and sea, tlirough the niontlw 
<l«y by day, hour by hour, without ceasing, hunting, 
ebauiig, pursuing, fighting, and destroying, until at 
hast this po-st, was got completely under. Believe me, 
in the whole of their glorious lii.story tho Briti.sli -oainon 
havi“ nover boon greater than in the last five years. 



LIHUT. COMMANDER F. H. SANDFORD, R.N. 
Who was responsible for the rescue of the crew of 
the submarine which, commanded by his brother, 
was used to blow up the viaduct to the Mole at 
Zeebrugge. 
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VICTORIA CROSSES OF THE WAR 

(VII.). 

The Pipes in Pattle Kk hahoson kuom .\f\NiTottA A New /e\l\ni> I-Inoini'.eu - More 
Honoi’Rs for the I^ana'ashiue Fosimers “ lii NTEirs Post” Mvoiune CJi n I0xim,o*its ~ 
” Stk’K It, Men! Show 'rnEM Fioht ! ” Ijeitenant Seweee and the Pikmno I’ank - 
Lieiitenant a. K. (Jahv, A.I.F. An P.NA'.U. Award A I^omuino P.mitn [‘Aritoc Aff.\ir3 
-CUpi'ain West's Air W'ouk- -Awards after the Armistice A (Jitori* of Heroes -A 
Maohine-( J uNNER — 'I’ank ACHIEVEMENTS “ Masterdv Pecff * Indin idcm. Acts — 
” Mystery ” V.P.'s Fxpemned Commander (Jordon Campheee and His Deeds Liectenant 

liONNER AND I*ETTV OFFICER IMtCHKR LiECTENANT SaNDERS AND H IS r»)|*SAIIi ScHOONER - 
J^IEUTENANT StCART AND SeAMAN WiEI.IAMS IN “A BRITISH MERCHANT X'ESSEE ” LlECTENANT 
Auten AND A Ship — Major ICmiker's Extraordinary Air Kdihts (’appain Beacch \mp- 

1’roctor — V isi'ocNT (Jort (Jcahds* Crosses An Indian Hero at the .Iordan A I^'csimer 
IN Italy’ Peronne and Bancocrt Oversea Soldiers and Territorials Desper \te N’illaok 
Fiohts — A Winner in the Balkans Ai’ross the IMave - Xioht Kichtino Parliament for 

A Kei’ipient. 


S KVENl'KI'^N Victoria (7rosses \v<‘ro aii- 
Donnccd in October, BH8, mostly for 
iiuicbino'j^uii, pillbox and tank 
exploits; no fewer tluin nine of tlu' 
awards wen* postlinmous. It seenie<l as if 
during inon* than four years of warfare tb<*re 
had been so many and \’ari<*d d<*eds for wbii'h 
the Cross was gi\'en that lim<* e<iuld bring no 
further change, yet, as the <‘onfliet developed 
and new metho<Is of destruction were «*v'olv»*d» 
there came opportunities for <lisplays of 
heroism whieli l\ad not pr(*viously existed. 
There was, for instance, in these fresli awanls 
an example of valour and .snerifiei* w hich st oo<l 
unparalleled, afforded liy an oflieiT of the 
Tank Corps who re.seiied from a sure ami awful 
ileath the crew of a “ w}iif)pet ” w’hi<*h had becui 
overturned and ha<l taken lire, d'anks had 
definitely come into their own, and proving, as 
they did, as amazing w^eapons of offen<u5 0 .*^ 
aeroplanes had proved, they gave full means 
Vol. XVIII.— Part 232 


to daring men to <*aiiy <aif those <‘nt<irpri.ses 
W’ho.se spfT'ial <bmg<*r was aekuow l«*<lg(*d hy 
t hi* award of the ( 'ross. 'Idier(‘ were also 
repet it ions of t he ()ld story of simple, inx ineihle, 
inspiring heroism, an<l amongst them was tip* 
ea.se of a piper* of the Manitoba Begiment. 

The iveoi'ds of the ('ross ('oritained moi’r'* than 
one partii-ulai'ly l•<aJsillg story of the otTret. of 
pipes when playt*d in battle ; jmd in regimental 
}iistori<*s there wei<> tales of piprrs wdio won 
faim* in days before the Cr<>ss < xist<'d. d'lii'ir* 
was tire story of pipers ass« inhlirig Highhrmlers 
for VN'aterloo witlr the terribly sigrrifiearrt 
“Come to m(‘, ami I w'ill gi\<‘ you flesli ’’ ; 
tlie storining of Dargar ga\e added [lopularity 
to “The Cock o' the North,” and in tin* (Jreat 
War Piper haidlaw playerl his comrade,-, uf) to 
womlnaiH arts and himsr-lf w'on ttie Cross fr)r 
hi.s bravery. Thr^re w’as nr>w tr> come thrr 
piper wlio.se act was not in any way lr‘ss glorious 
than the achievements of liis [>r-erlr*eessor-s anrl 
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whoH (3 valour was inadi^ inora ineinoral)lo by 
bis death. '^I'his was ,Jain(‘s Hiehardson, 

Mauitoba. Kepjiiuent* who showed th<' grit of 
the true fighter when, -before an attaek, lu* 
obtained his eotmnanding o(iii*er's permission 
to play liis company “over the top.'* The 
attack began. It ])roNed.a stern strain on the 
assailants iH'c.ause of very strong wire and 
intense fire, and not only an ere there ht‘avy 
casualties but thc' formation was t«‘mj>orarily 
demorali/.ed . I fere was just >iich a situation 



riPHK JAMES RICHARDSON, 
Lute Manitoba Regt. 


as a man of Piper Richardson’s temperament 
would seek and seize. He strode up and down 
outside the wire and played liis pipes “ Avitli 
tile greatest coolness," th(» instantaneous effect 



SERtn. T J. HARRIS, 
Late Royal West Kent Reftt. 


I><‘ing tliid Ik' inspired his company with such 
"fury aial determination" that the wii’e 
obstach* was o\’(*rcom(‘ and the position was 
c*aptui*e<l. S»> far the pipei* harl doin' s])lt‘ndi(ll\', 
hut he was again and finally to show' how eo(d 
amd reekda'ss liis natun* was. Hichardson had 
shared in some bombing operations ainl was 
dctiiih'd t<» tak»‘ baek a w<*und(‘d (‘omradr anal 
prisonei's. |f«‘ hegan his task and ]iroe('eiled 
ad>out 2tft) yards ; then, rcmcmbt'iing that la* 
had left his pipe's bcliind, hc' dcclareil that la* 
would it'coxci- tlu'in. Ih‘ was mg(*d not to do 
so, but he insistiMl am jetiu'ning, and back he 
went. Pipe!' Hieiiardstm was ne\'cr afterwards 
s('«'n, and, after t he usual lapse of t iua', di'at h w as 
presumed. It was stated, not in the oHieial 
rt'e«»rd, that liis (k'cil was perfoi'ined during the 
Hattie of till' Soimuf' and that he liad ht*<'n 
j)resima*<l dt'ad sine** October tk I IH ti ; so that. 
tw(» years passt'd hi'fore the award of his great 
honour was -amiouneed. 

'riu* piper's (’l oss was ga'/.i'tte<| on Oetoln'r 22, 
and at the .same time awards were announced 
to Sergeant Thomas .laiiK's Hari'is, M.M., late 
Royal West Kent Regina iit (l..ower Hailing, 
Ki'iit); Sergc'aiit Samuel Forsyth, late X<wv 
Zealaial Kngineers : Lnnee- Sergeant Edward 
Smith, D.C’.M., Laneashire Fusiliem (Maryport), 
aial Acting-Sergeant Harold John Colk'y, M.M., 
late l.rfineashire Fnsilit'is (SmetJiw iek). (’oii- 
eeaUnl in crops i^nd shell-holes, hostile machine- 
guns greatly imiietleil an advance, and Harris, 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


363 


leading his sections against one of the weapons, 
captured it and killed seven of th(» enemy. 
Later, on tw'o occasions, he attacked single* 
handed two dangerous machine-guns, capturing 



CORP. (LANGE-SERGT.) E. SMITH, 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 

the first and killing tlu' < rew , but In* was 
himself killed when attacking the s(*cond gun. 

Sergeant I^\)rsyfh also was Uill<‘d after* an 
extraordinai’y c^xlnbifion <»f skill and c‘oui*agt‘. 
Through his instrumentality tin<*e machine-gun 
])ositions wen' rusla'd and tin* <‘rev\s taken 
prisoner before th(\v could inflict main’ casual- 
ties. Forsyth's (rompany tlieii cana* under 
heavy fire from several machine-guns, but by 
a daring n'<*onnaissan<‘r* In' located two of them. 
The >revv' Z<*alaiider\s cntei pi ise and determina- 
tion were proved by the fact tliat lie tried to 
gain su]»f)ort from a Tank, In doing this lu; 
was wounded, ]>iit haxing liad the wound 
bandaged he again got into tou<h with the 
'rank, which he tried to maimaivrc into a 
favouiable position ; but N'ciy heavy fire was 
encoiintei’iHl fi*om machine-guns am I anti-tank 
guns and the 'raid< was j^ut out of action. 
Forsyth ha<l fairly rousetl his men l>y his 
example arid he? was able to organize the 'rank 
crew and several of his own men into a se<-tion, 
which he led to a position where the machim*- 
guiis could be outflanked. He so far succ-eeded 
that in .spite of the inccissant heavy fin* he forcc*d 
the enemy machine-guns to retire and enabled 
the advance to continue. At the height of his 
spleiidul success Sei’geant Forsyth was kilknl 
by a sniper 

Sergeant Smith was another machine-gun 
hero, his first achievement b(‘ing a personal 
rush on a machine-gun post with his rifle aial 


bayonet. On seeing him advance the enemy 
scattered to throw’ hand-grenades at him, but 
the Fusilier was too swift for them, anti almost 
without luilting in las rush he shot and killetl 
at least six of the enemy. Afterwanls, on 
seeing anotht'i* platoon in iu‘t*d of lu'lp, lu' led 
his men to tht'in, took eoiunuiml of tlu* situation 
anti eaptui’eti tht^ ol)jt*et ivt*. On the ft)ll(»wdng 
tlay, tluring a et>miter-iittaek, ht* UmI a section 
fttrw’artl and rt'stort'tl a ptu*tit>n t>f tht^ line 

'riie flftt't'iith Lancashire Fusilit*r to win tht^ 
I’l-oss ill the war, St‘rgi*aiit f't'Iley, was t>nt> 
t>f tht>st' mt*n wht) liatl bt'cii t)rtlertMl tt> litdtl 
tm at all costs, anti, in obeying, gavt* tht'ii 
livt*s for tht'ir country. WhtMi f ht^ ent'iny 
founter-attaekt'tl in force ( \)llt*y i-iishtMl ft)rwartl 
on his own initial i\(* tt) ht‘lp f he fttrwtirtl Iint\ 
rallying ami etuit rolling tlu' iiumi holtling it.. 
I5y this time I ht* t*m*my wtat^ advancing 
tpiiekly. ami hatl obtained a ftiotiiig in t.ht^ 
trench. St‘rgt‘aiit (.'olk'y then fta'int'd a tleftai- 
sive flank and ht'ld it. so st'vert* being thi^ 
fighting that t>ut. of twt) plattaiiis tiiily thnuj 
mt'ti reiuaint'd unw’t)undtML the st*rgt'aiit being 



PRIVATE (ACTING SHRGT.) H. J. COLLEY, 
Late Lancashire Fusiliers. 

tlangertiusly wtiuntlefl. His tlevtitioii f.t) tlniy 
t!ost him his lift', hut it. hatl pn^vt'iiietl tht? 
ent'my from breaking through aiul w'as the 
iiu'ans of thfrir being tlriv^eri t)ff. 

8t)Hif^timt‘s iht^ fog of w'ar lifftMl <'nt>ugh to 
show’ when ami whtMt; partitadar tleeds wtirt^ 
done, and this was hufipily thf» case with a 
corporal of th«? Highlaml Light Infantry, 
Dav’itl Ferguson HuiiUa*, of Onnfermline, 

232—2 
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who wttrt tho valiant loader of a band of 

seven belonginjr to the l/oth Battalion of the 
fainons regiment, which was part of the 52nfl 
Division. Tlaar tHa'oism first beeaiiie known 
througli Sir Douglas Haig's dispabh cai 



CORPORAL DAVID F. HUNTER, 
Hif^hland Lif(ht Infantry. 


S('ptemb(a' 21 , IhIH. It \n as t hen report ( m 1 that 
on SeptemlxM' 17, \vlu‘ii t h<‘ (h'l'inans attaeked. 
Iluiitc'r's position was belie\’<*d to have bt‘(‘n 
captured, but during tlu* two days that tho 
OeiMuans o(H*upi(’d !Sheu\'res t lu‘ ])arty, (hough 
surrounded, resolutely held their position, and 
on the niglit of September lit 2t), wli»*n our 
troops l■<»t(^ok Mteuvi’es. the whole party 
regained their* unit witlmut los-. Su»'h d(*tails 
as wtM'4» published made a. prompt and strong 
>ippeal to the British pei)ple ; hut otlieiai 
]>art ieulars wcM’e not known uut il, on ( )etol)ei* 2*k 
it. was announe(‘d that tiu' \'i<'toria (^ross had 
b<>en awiu'dt'd to Hunter. 'Tlu' story was out' 
of tiu' most spNaulid and nn>\ ing of ail t h<‘ 
noble tales that luul betai told of the recipients 
of the C^r’oss. d'lie ('or^poiaTs liattalion ha.<l 
rt‘lie\'ed another- unit in tin* fr-ont line, and he 
was d(‘taih*d to take on an ad\arict d ])ost 
which was (‘stablisht'd in shell-holes cU>se to 
the enemy. Belief was car-r ied out in the dark- 
lU'ss, and tlua-t* was no opportunity of i-econ- 
noit ring t he adjacent ground. On tin* following 
afteri\oon t lu' (Jermaus di-ove back tlu* posts 
on Hunti‘r's flanks, anil established posts closi* 
to and at‘ound him, thus completely isolating 
his I'ominaiul. He was exceedingly short of 
both rations and water, but resolved to hold 
on to his post to the last. On the evening of 
the second day he unsuceessfidly tried to eoin- 
inunicate with his company ; still the undis- 


mayed and undefeated little band carried on 
with such resolution that frequent attacks 
were repelled and the position was maintained 
until the* evtming of tho third day, wdien the 
garrison was relieved by a counter-attack. 
For more than 48 hours the corporal hail 
lield on without food and water; and not 
only did he* withstand constant assaults, but 
he also had to undergo the barrage fire of the 
f*nemy anil of our own attacks, which went 
right across his post. 4'hat heroic stand was 
reminiscent of many like it in the annals of the 
British Army, amongst them the last stand of 
the 44th at. (lundamuk and the deft*nce of 
Korke’s I>rift. No name was given to the 
corporal’s particular locality ; Init perhaps it 
was to b(*i*f>me known from generation to 
gen<*ration as Hunter's J\)st. 

The winning of the (’ro.ss by Lieutenant 
David Low’e ATacrntyre, of the Argyll and 
Sutherhmd Highlanders, when acting as adju- 
tant of his batttdion, was but the sequel to 
many ])i‘evious acts of gidlantry. Three days 



LIEUT, D. L. MACINTYRE, 

ArjSyll and Sutherland Hiithlandera. 

after showing special coolness in tho firing-lino 
“ under most heavy shell and machine-gun 
tire,” he was in command of the firing line, again 
ilisplaying uncommon courage. liarbcd wire 
being en<*ontitered, he personally reconnoitreii 
it before leading his men forward, and once, 
w’hen extra strong entanglements were reached, 
he organi/.od and toi>k forw^ard a party of men, 
and under heavy maehfne-gun fire super\'i.si‘d 





HELD TO THE I.AST. 

An iaolated machine-gun post in a shell-hole. 
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the making of napH. Later he rallioct a 
small party when the greater part of our 
own lino was definitoly held up, and, after- 
pushing forwaivl through the <»neruy barragt* 
in pursuit of an enemy machine-guri detach- 
ment, he i*an them to earth in a pill -box, killing 
thif^e and capturing an onieei-, 10 other ranks. 



PRIVATR THOS. UINESFN, 
Ouehec Refitment. 


and fivi^ machine-guns, "riien he raided thiiM* 
pill-box(*s in this n'doubt, and disposed of th(' 
occupants. While r(‘eoimoit ring, after being 
rt'lievcHl <if the eonimand of tla* firing-lin<% a 
inachin(»-gun opeiKnl lin^ clos<‘ to him, \vhei-eupr»n 
‘Macintyi'e riishetl upon it singh‘ hand(*d, put 
tlu‘ team to flight, brought in the gun, and 
i-eturiaMl to the n'doubt. 

Thi-ee other awards a(‘companit'd that fi> 
Lieutenant Maclntyie. These were to Sergeant 
Kobert. Spall, latc' KasttMii Ontai’io Hegiment ' 
(\)rpoi-al Ifarry (lai-net Hedford Miner, lati‘ 
(‘entral Ontario I<«'giment, anid Lrivarte d'hoinas 
Dine.sim. t^iads'c Ki-giment. 

Oorptual Miner was mortidly woundeal in 
perfoiining the deed for which the ( ’ross was 
givtMi. Despite .sevtae wounds, he lefnsed to 
withdraw in an attack, aial rushe<l an eiciny 
machine-gun po.st single handed, ainl, having 
killed the entire' ert'w, he turne<l th(‘ weapon 
on the enemy. Sub.secpa'iitly, “ with tw<^ 
others,’* lu' attacked another enemy machiiu'- 
gun post, anil i>ut the gun out of action ; then, 
single-handed, he rushed a hostile bombing 
post, bayoneting tw-o of the garrison and 
putting the rest to flight. It w-as whilt* di»ing 
this that the corpoi*al was mortally wounded. 

The conduct of l*rivate Dincsen wtis .singu- 
larly tine. He showed continuous bravery 


during 10 hours of hand-to-hand fighting, 
which resulted in more than a mile of strongly 
garrisoned and stubbornly defended trenches 
bc'ing captured. Five times in succession he 
rushed forwanl alone and, single-handed, put 
hostile machine-guns out of action, accounting 
with bond:) and bayonet for no fewer than a 
dozen of the enem^. These four Crosses were 
gazetted on Oi-tober 20. 

Fncliirled in .seven awards announced on 
Octo>)cr 30 was Acting Taeutenant -(V)lonel 
Richard Anneslcy West, late North Irish 
Horse and Tank Corps, who had already 
received the D.S.O. and the M,C. His ca.se 
illustrated vividly the side perils of an attack, 
a])art from the common and cxpictod dangers 
due to fire of (‘very sort. In a dense fog, during 
an attack, the infantry had lost their hearings, 
whereuj)on Coloia*! Wcvst iimnedintely colleetcd 
and reorganized any men lie could find and led 
them to t heir objective tlirougb heavy maehine- 



LIEIJT. G. H. SEWELL, 

Late Royal W’est Kent Ref(t., attached Tank Corps. 

gun fire, showing the most utter disregard of 
danger and setting an cxani]>le to which the 
capture of the objective W’as largely due. 
On a later oeeasion it w-as intended that a 
battalion of light tanks under Il'cst’s command 
should exploit the initial infantry and heavy 
tank attack, and he went forward in order to 
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keep in touch with the progress of the hrt(th\ 
and reached tlio front lino when tlie eneinv 
were delivering a local counter-attack. There 
was a danger of the battalion gis ing way, hut 
the colonel at once rode out in front of the 
men, and, in spite of lu'avy lire from liHi's 
and machine-guns, ho rallied them. The t‘ucmy 
were then close upon him,*T)\it he took ehargi‘ 
of the situation, and rode up aiul down in face 
of certain deatli, rej)eatiug in this respt'ct the 
conduct of more than one pi ev ious rtu-ijiieiit 
of the Cross. fn this (‘xtninity lie clearly 
made up his mind to encourage his men to 
the last, and so la^ cried “vStick it, men! 
Show them figlit ! And for (Jod's sake put up 
a good fight ! ” Kiddled by ma< hinr-gun 


Corps. For tla^ (irst time in relation to awards 
i>f the Cross <letails were givt'ii <*oneerning 
“ whippet " light tanks, and t h(‘st^ showed that 
when in command of a section of the tanks 
in action Sewt'll displayini grt'at I'ouragt' and 
initiatixe in gi'tting out of liis own tank and 
ci’ossing open ground under hcaxy shell and 
machine-gun lirt' to rt'scue tin* crew of anotluu’ 
“ whippet '* of his s(‘ct ioi^which had sid(^ -slipped 
into a lai’ge shell-hol(‘, ox’ert ui-ncd, and taken 
lir(*. 'Tht' lieutt'nant was called upon tt) dt'al 
with an (‘Xt raordinary e!nergt*n<*y, and lie was 
fully etpial to the demaiul. ddie door of t hi' 
tank had become jammed against the side 
of the shell-liole, so that the ollicer ami men 
inside were in a horrible imprisonment and 



|0///r Ktl 


A “WIIIPPBT'' TANK. 


bullets, the gallant leader fell, but his valour 
had insy^ired the infantry to resistless efforts, 
and the hostile attack was defeated. Two 
<lays the axx'ard of (Vilonel West’s Cross 

was atj^inei'd I'he Titnes stated that he xxas 
killed in action on September 2. Colonel West 
was a v'ott'ran soldier, though only years 
old. He had served in the South African Wuir, 
and held tho Queen s Medal with seven clasps 
and the King’s Medal with one clasp. Ht' went 
to the front in 1914, and transferred to the 
Tank Corps in 1917, with the rank of major. 

The hero of the affair of the burning “ whip- 
pet ” was Lieutenant Cecil Handd Sewell, Royal 
W^est Kent Rc'giinent, -attached to tho Tank 


iiiciiaccjl by a drcadtul death. Without help 
it. was impossible for them to get out of tlie 
burning tank. 1dir' task of helping was not 
easy, but Sewell, unaided, set. to work to dig 
away the 1*111 ranee to the door, and he sue 
ce<‘<led and saved the prisoners’ lives. W'hilo 
f4iis hard work was being done, Sewell wii.s 
within full view of the enemy, and ufider short- 
range fire from machine-guns and riflcs-pits, 
and ho was in the same peril when, having 
saved the criav of the “whipfiet,” he dashed 
across the open ground to help ono of his own 
crew' whom ho had seen lying w^oundeil behind 
his tank. In performing this humane an<l 
valiant act the lieutenant was hit, but ho 
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managed to reach the tank. A few minutes 
latter hc5 was again hit, this time fatally, while 
dressing the wounded man. 

Another posthumous honour was that of 
Li(Mitenant Alfrc^d hklward (laby, Australian 
lm[)erial Force. Here, again, was an iiLstaiuu^ 
of a man hurling himself at thf‘ enemy regardless 
of all cons('qu(^n(*es ami meeting liis deatli, not 
in what seemed tlu^ moment of his greatest 
p<»rii, Init at. th(' liands of a sniper. Th(» wire 
in front of an <‘nemy lr(‘neh had been ri ached, 
and sl>r«)iig o|)position cheeked an ad\'ane«‘, the 
taiemy being in foi'<*(‘ only 10 yeids Ixdiirid the 
wire, and (‘ommanding tht* gap with machine- 
guns ami iifl<*s. (Jaby found another gap in 
the wirt‘, and alone he a|)proac*hed tla^ strong 
p(>int while ma(*hine-giins >md rifles w(*re still 
bi*ing fired from it. Still alone, and ruiming 
along the para|j(‘t, la; emptied his revolver at 
ptant-blank i-angc? into tlu» garrison, tlrove 
the crews from their guns ami f<ir<ed the sur- 
render c'f oO of till' enemy, with four guns. 
Then hi; quickly reorgani/.e<l his n.en and led 



CHIEF PETTY OFFICER CEORGE 
PROWSE, R.N.V.R. 

tliem on to his final objective, which he cap- 
tureil and c«>nsolidated. 'riirt'i' days later, 
while walking along his line of posts and 
encouraging his men, who were undin* heavy 
tire, ttaby was killed by a sni])er. 

An interesting member of the seven was 
Chief Petty OfVicer (leorge Prowse, R.N.\Ml. 
(Lanilore), whose Cross wtus won on land and 


not on the sea. “ His courage w’as superb,” 
said the ofYicial record and liis acts quite 
warranted that splendid tribute. One of these 
w^as to collect available men and lea<.l them 
against a strong point with so much success 



SER(^T. R. S. JUDSON, 
Auckland Re^imeirt. 


that prisi>ne]’s and five machine-guns were 
captured. Another deed vv’as a single-handed 
attack on an ammimition limber which was 
trying to ricovi'r ammunition, this individual 
exploit resulting in tlie killing of three men and 
the ea])tme of the limber. Two days later 
Prowse achieved his greatest triumph when he 
rushed forward with a small party and took 
two strong machine-gun posts, killing six of thi' 
enemy and taking 1 .‘I piisoners and two 
machiiu‘-gims. It was a severe iindeitaking, 
and the child’ petty oflieer was the only surv ivoi- 
I ) f tlie band. 

Another fine success was to tlie caedit of 
Sergeant Keginald Stanley .ludson, D.C.M., 
M.M., Aui'kland Regiment. At the head of a 
small bombing party he seized a machine-gun, 
and then, proceeding up a sap alone, he bombed 
three machine-gun crews before him. .fumping 
out of the trench he ran ahead of the enemy, 
and standing on the ])arapet ordered the party 
of two oflieeis and about 10 men to surrender. 
Hy way of answer they instantly fired on him, 
but the determined New Zealander thn w a bomb 
and jumped down amongst the enemy, killing 
tw’o, putting the rest to flight and capturing 
tw*o inacdiine-guns. 

A heavy enemy attack on a strong patrol, 
which was forced back in confusion, gave 
Priv’ate Samuel Xeedham, Hedforilshire Regi- 
ment (Hull), wlio was with it, the opportunity 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 




to distinguish himself and alYord valuablt' 
help at a critical moment. He ran hack aiui 
fired rapidly at a body of th(‘ enemy at point- 
blank range, his action cheeking them and 
eiiaVjling the patrol et)mmander to i*eorganiy.e 
his men. Fn spite of many casualtii's the 
patrol got back all their wounded, “and it 
was due to the actions of individuals, of winch 
this is the mos^t outstanding, that the entire 
patrol was not cut olT.’’ 

In another jiatrol affair which contained 
more varied ineid(*nts than was usual, Lanec* 
Sergeant Walter Simpson, Fiineohishire lh‘gi- 
ment (Holton) won th(‘ (’ross. A <laylight 
patrol had been sent out to leeonnoit re and gain 
touch with a neighbouring (li\ ision. 'Phe uesl 
bank of a river was rt'acluHl and a hostile 
machine-gun post was siglited on the t‘ast bank. 
The river was too d(H‘j) to for<i an<l Simpson 
volunteereil to swim across. This was a dan- 
gerous undertaking, hut the sergtMint reaehod 
the other side and ei-ept up aloiu* in r<‘arof thr 
post, 'riierc^ h(‘ saw and shot a sentry. 
Another <‘nemy, aronscHl and alarm(‘d, ran out. 
and him also fh<^ s(‘rg(‘ant sln»f ; aft(*r which la* 
turned out four more of the <‘nemy an<l for<*o<l 
th(‘m to surri'iider. A crossing «>ver tin* ri\er 
was subsetpiently found and the oflieer and one 
man of his patrol joiiu'd tin* sergeant and r<‘eon- 
naissanee was eontinu(*d along tin* river ])ank. 
Some* distance had be(‘n eoveied when maehiiu*- 
gun and rifle fire was oj)i‘ned on the patrol )ind 
the oflieer was wounded. No eo\<‘r was avail 
able, and there wer<* most danger ous and dillieailf 
(‘onditions and hea\'y fire to contend with ; but 
flu? serg<*ant mastei<*d them all. and in addition 
managed to eo\er the withdrawal (d’ the 
W'oiindod oflieer. In's (ronduet genorally groat ly 
helping towards the sueet'ss «>f the important 
and dangerous work which tiro (»atrol had booir 
ordennl to do. 

At a time wlien almost ineredihle sforio.'-, 
were l)eing told and written of tin* courage and 
resource of Hiitish aiinien the awriirl irf a Cross 
w*a,s made known from the .\ir Ministry. 'Phis 
w'as on \ovemb(*r S, when it was announec'd 
that in recognition of his outstanding bravery 
in aerial combat the X'ictoria Cross had In'ori 
awarded to Captain b\*idinan»l .Maitrico ludix 
West, Hoyal Air- Force*, formc*rIy of the, Spor-ird 
Reserve^, • Koyal .Munst«*r Kusili<*r's. f’aptain 
West, who a few weeks ear lier had b<-en awar-«led 
the Military Cnjss, fejund himself in mu* of thosr^ 
desperate situations from which fhor*<* s«*emr*rl 
no hope of escape, and fnnn whi<*h, ind»*t*d, n<» 


eseapr* was possibU* exec'pt by the ('xei’cise of 
the most uneonmron skill and br-r\vi*i*y. While 
fighting hostile ti-oojrs at a low altitudr*, “far- 
over- the enemy lini*s,“ he was attacked by 
sevt*n air-eraft. Pnrrly in tin* ongagenrent orn* 
of his lt*gs was pai-tially si*vt't*r*d by an explnsixo 
bulk't a fact which showi'rl that t«r tin* \ » t-y 
last of their- fighting the (Jet-rruirrs nraintained 
tln‘ii- inhuman practices and he f(*ll |>»>w <*t-K‘ss 
into th* contr-ols, so that tin* nraehirie beearrre 
ujnrnmageable. West, htrwr‘\<*r-, <*onti-ivt'd to 
lift his disidried leg and to !-t*gain <-onfrol of the 
machint*. Ih* wris w<>undi*d in fin* otln'r leg, 
hut “with surpassing br-avery and devotion to 



THE KINi; DECORA! IN(; 

SERfJT. SIMPSON 
(Lincoln Re|(imenr) at ValencicnneN. 

tluty ” he so skilfully marueuvred hi'-^ rnaehine 
that his ohs«*r-vr*r- got several good hursts into 
t he f*nemy aeroplanes, w ht<-h were dr ivr-n away. 
In spilr* of In-irrg “ dr‘s|>et}it e|y wounded “ the, 
(’a))trnn hr-iaight his rrraehirte over- «)ur- lirtr-s and 
larnl«*<l safely; hut he was s(» e\hairslr*d that, 
he faint<*d. 'PIn-r-e was tto rpielling such a 
spii-it, atnl on r-egaining conseif aisness the 
oflicr*r insist»*d on wr-itirrg his r-r'prrrt. (^iptain 
Wc*st's Cr-oss was the last to he armoimcofl 
befor-n hostilities r-ease<|. 
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BOMBINC; HOSTILE TRENCHES. 

On Xoveinbi'r IT), 10 IS, four days aftor tin* aii<l the ranks of the recipients, ran^inp;, as 

armistice with (h'l niany was signed and host ili- th«\sc* did, from private to colonel. Canadian 

ties ceastMl on all fronts, lo ^dctoria (‘ros.st's rej^iments, which of late had been so prominent 

wert» announced by th<' War (')f1[i(*e. This list in the records of the Cross, were a^ain well 

was meiiu)rable btH'ause its publication prae- represented, and another member of the Royal 

tically <'ame within the “after th«' war" Naval \"oIunteer Reserve won the distinction 

}H*riod, and it was particularly interesting for ashore, as the hvst recipient from that body had 

tlu> reason that there was so much variety in tione. The lo new heroes were as follow’S : 

the branches of the Services it represente<l T.-(^^omdr. Daniel Marcus William Beak, 
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D.S.O., IVT.C., K.N.\Mi. ; Pto. Mrlv*»r, 

M.M., late Royal tScotf^ (>ie\vton) ; Lee*. r<>ipl. 
Henry Weale, K.W. Fusiliers (Shotton, 
Cheshire); Pee.-Coipl. Krne-;t Seaman, late 



PRIVATE HLK.H MC IVFR, 
l.ate Royal Scots. 


K. Tunis. Cusilitas (Seole, Xort’oll;) ; (’pi. .lehn 
.MeNaiinaia, K. Suirey He;^!. ( 1 *i<‘st on ) ; L<m‘. 

Cnrpl. Alfied Wilcox, Oxf, and Pucks Lijzlit 
infy. ( Hii’inin^haim) ; S(‘r^t. LauraaK’e C{\l\ eil . 
M.M., Kind's ( )u !» ^’ks. I ill's . (( ’onishoro* ): 

Pt«*. *lack Harvey, l^otnlon llcut. {( 'amh<’r\\cll ) ; 
'r.-2nd l..ieul. AN’illiann Allison While, Mac‘liin<> 
(Jiin ( 'orps ; Ft. -Col. ('yrus WCsIey Peek, 
1).S.<)., Maiiilof;a. ; I wec,-( ’<ir|)I. W illiam 

Henry Meleadt’, M.M., Manitoba Ih'j/I. ; l.,ieul. 
(Mias, Smith Rut herferil, M.(\, .M.M., t,)uebee 
Pejit.; A/Ser^t, Arthm- (l<‘oi-^e Kniji:ht, late 
Alberta Rc'^l.; Ser^l . Harrs .lolni Laurent. 
Xt‘sv Zealand Rifii* Rrij^ade ; aial Pie. dame-, 
Criehlon, Auckland Rc^^t., 

Comman(h*r Beak sson his ^reat«‘>^l honour 
as the I'esult of rc'jx'ated disjilays of tin* hitrlie".! 
c*oura^(‘ and th*^ linest leadership, his oul- 
stantlin^ achiesaanents includiiijiz lla* captur<^ 
of four (*n<*my ])ositions in spil<* of la-asy 
ma<*hint'-gun file and a triumphant assault 
o?i a nest f>f ma<*hine-^uns. 'riiis latter ael 
ssas ac<*om])lishi^d by Beak with «jnly one 
runner. He liad )>ei»n rla/.ed by a sIk'II fra^z- 
inent, th(‘ bri^ad*' command<*r was absent, 
tlie wliole brii^ade was under extremely li<‘as-y 
jrun fire, aiul the* attac-k had been iiekl up, 
'rhese wt‘re o})staclc*s svliieh it n«‘eded the 
bravest of men to overc‘ome, and Jic*ak 
conquered them, bmke up tlx* nest of jruns 
and pei*sonally brought bac*k nine or ten 
prisoners. 


Xo statement was made as to the manner of 
IVisatt' Hugh IMc’Iser's end, but he <*ourled 
death repc'altully, and nevi'i* mort' so than wluai, 
ill great jiersoiiiil I'islx, lx* sased many lis’i\s 
hy stotM>iug the fin* of a British tank, \\ hieh 
was iliri'ett'd in ern>r against tair o\\n troops 
at elose range. Befoii' ptufoiining tliiit di'ed 
ol salsation this soldier, when employt'd as 
a eonqxm^S' runner, had show n spk*ndid eourage 
in earrymu: nx ssagi's in ac*! ion, aixl he again 
fully prosed liis Siilour a<xl resoui-ei 'fulness 
when, .single-handed, lx* puisix'd un enemy 



THE K!N(; IJECOKAIINC; COMMANDER 
BEAK, R N.V.K., IN FRANCK. 

si'oiit into a ma<‘hine-giin |)ost, and, after 
killing si.\ of tlie grairison, <aptured two 
inaeliiiie guns and 2fi prisoners. 

t'or])i>ral Weale's ( i-oss idso was the rewiird 
of an iineommon show of phek in earrying 
out iiii order to ileal with liostile maehine-gun 
posts, which had Ix ld up an adjai'ent hattalion. 
His Lewis gun has ing failed him, lx , on his 
own initialise, nisherl the nearest jxist and 
killeil tlx' eiew ; tlx'ii lx* “ wont for Hx* othei-s, 
the crews of which fled on his ajiproach, (his 
gallant N.(\0. pursuing them.” The result 

2:12^3 
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of the corpomFs heroism was the capture* of 
all the rnachine-jyuns and the cleaFinjj: of the* 
way ff»r the advance*. • 

The* gallant Inniskiliing Kusilierfmm Norfolk, 
(^>rporal Seaman, ga\e his life* in a de‘spe‘rate* 
rush on a mae*hine*-gun peisition, te>r he* was 
killeel immeMliate‘ly afle*i- a gun was ca|)teire*d 
unele*r he*avy lire*. He* hael, he)we*ve*r, eleaie 
amazingly w'e*Il in pre*viously a!tiie*king a ne*s| 
eif the* ele*aelly we*apeui.s. Kiisliing fe)rwarel 
unele*r he*avy lire*, with his Le*w is gun Ik* e‘ngage*el 
the^ posit ie>n single'-luineled. anel with sue*h 
sueM*e*ss that he* e*aplure‘d t\ve) e>f the* guns anel a 
deize*n pl’isouers anel killeMl an ollie'er anel lwe» 
me'fi. 

'The^ Presst-oFi se)leliej*, ('orpeeral Me*Namara, 
was e>pe*i*ating a te*le*phone‘ in e*.vae*uate*d 
e*iu‘Juy U-e*nehe*s whe*!v he* re*alize*el that a e|<‘te*r- 
minenl e*neauy l•e)unl e*r-at tae*k was gaining 
gretimel. He* t he*ie*upe>n rushe*el tei the* 
ne*are*st ])e)st, anel with a ]e*ve»lve*r w hie*h he* 
hael take'll frean a weainele'd e)fVice*r he* se*\e*re‘ly 
punishe*el the* feie*. 'I'he'ii he* se*ize‘el a he*wis 



LANCH C:OKPOUAI. HRNEST SEAMAN, 
Ettte Koynl Inniskillinft Fusiliers. 


gull, anel lire'e! it till it jamme*el. Uy this time* 
lu* was jileaie* in the po'^t ; hut he* ne‘ithe*r 
slaeke*ne'il iieir le*sse*ne*el his i*oui Jige'i>us e»iide*avour 
he ele*sti*oyo 1 his te*le*phe>ne*, anel having joine'el 
the* ne*are*st pei-;t he* ke*pt up Lt*wis gun tire*, 
anel iiie*ielt‘ntally the* spirits e>f his eeemraele's, 
until reinfo!t*e'nu*nts e*ame' anel crow’ne*el the* 
stuhhorn heileling of the* peists. 

With Hritish homhs when he* hael them, 
anet (k'rmaii homhs when they w'e*re* fuindy. 


Corporal Alfred Wilcox fought his way re- 
pc*ateflly to ohjectiv'es on which ho had set 
liis heart. His initiative was first sheiwn when 
his ceanpany was hold up by close-rang(\ 
he*avy anel persistent gun-fire. With ftiiir 
gooel men he* rushe‘d ah(*ael to the^ nearest 



I.ANCE-GORFORAL HENRY WE ALE, 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 


lie>s(ile* gun, he)nil)e*el it, kille*d the* gimne*!’ anel 
put the* WM*a])e)n eait e>f action. An e'lu'my 
homhing pjii ty the*n plueke*el up e*omage* e*nough 
to fall ein the* (i\e* with liomhs, hut the* e*e)ipe>ral 
was <*e|nal to the* e)eeasie>n, and, pi(‘lsing up 
semie* e*ne*my homhs, le*(l his jiaity against 
the* ne‘xt gun, w'hie*h at last was take*n anel 
<le*.stre)ye*el. W'ileeix was liindly le*ft with e»nly 
one* man, hut he* eeaitiime'd he>m)jing aiiel 
e*apture*el a thirel gun, afte*r whie*h he* again 
homl>e*d up the* tre*iu*h, luiel afte‘r se*izing a 
feairth gun re*)()iiu*d his platexm. 'riie* wheilee 
of his se*i ie's of ** suee*i*ssful indi\ ielnal en(e*i-- 
])rise*s " sheiw’e*el e*xeeptiemal valour, judgme‘iit, 
anel inil iat i \ i',' a high otlie-iai tribute*. 

It was \N ht*u seve re* e*nti|{Mle m:u*hiue*-gun 
fire* had m ale* the* sueee*ss of an atta.e*k ele^ubtfiil 
Serufe’ant (’alve*rt rli^tiMguishe*d himself. 
Ft was te*lel eif him that alone* anel single*-haneleel 
he* riishe*d forwarel against the* gun te*ji.m anel 
l>aye>nt'te*el three* anel shot four ; alsei that “ his 
\alonr anel dete*rmination in capturing singlc- 
haiieled two machine'-gnns aiitl killing the cre*ws 
the*re‘e»f en.ihle*il the? ultimate* obje*etivt* to bo 
w eiil.” 

If cemrage aiiel ri*soiirct* eoulel be* meu'e^ f»ill\' 
shown than in the*se s])ee*ific ca.ses it was 
displayeel by Private Jack Harvey, of the* 
Lemdon Hcgiment. His we:>rk also was elone 
ill spite of that intense machine-gun fire which 
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LIEUT.-COI.. C. W. PECK, 

Manitoba Kef^iment. 

to push forwiirvl ; sii))s(‘(j iKMitly n'C|ui--itr 

support to tills bnttulioii. 

Motciiir’s porfonuarico was uiiicpM* : tlion* 
had not IxMMi anythin*; h‘k<‘ it- rts'onhsl in all 
t hi* awards of tlu* Cross, for, durint; a ‘‘ liold-up," 
h<‘ rushtMl forward undrr intense ina.<*hin(''^un 
tiro to a passing tank on tin* loft. W'hat. 
f«»lh)W(Ml ^^ ^Mlld l)t^ inrrrdihio Init for t ho 
ollioial n-cord this la.nct‘-ff >rpor<i! from Mani- 
toba, “ with his signal tla;.!:," actuallN* “ walk«Ml 
in front of t ho t a-nk, din'otinj; it alon^ t ho 
tronoh in a porfoot- hail of bullcds and bombs.” 
Mis a.st onishinvr au<la.oitN', his own stra.np‘ wa\' 
of war was, as it thorouuhly dosor\'o(| to Im*, 
su«‘(*ossfuI, and a. vt*i*y oritioal situa.ti<ui was 
r«*li<‘vo<l at st*vMri* o«)st tt> tin* onoin\ . MotoaJf 
was aftoiavards wouiulod, but ho oontiniii'd to 
a-tl varies* until lu* was ordonsl to p*t into a 
sholl-holo and ha\f his wiainds dre'ssod. 

By “ inastiM'ly bluff " Lioutonaiit Huthorford, 
wluMi doim:: <losp»M*at(* work against ” pill- 
boxos,” made* hauls of SO prisoiiors and some* 
ma(*hin(*-^uns, spr*oad dismay and (*onfusioii 
amongst t ho (ai4*iny, and did niuoli to ])i*i‘ss 
home* an attai*k on a va*ry sti’on^ pc^sition. 
BlutT had ofteai provotl of striking value' whem 
e'mploye‘d in mine)!* eiporations aiul .Kuthorforel 
was an oxe*f'llont t'xpeaie'nt of the^ polie*y. Hi' 
was e'oinmanding .an assaulting party whe.»n h»» 
te>uiiel hiinst'lf a Cemsidorablo eiistaiioo aheaiel erf 
his moil. At the' .«aine' inomont he' saw a 
slre>ii^ anel fully -annoel party of the' e'lieany 


outside a “pill-bejx’* ahead e:>f liim. Now eaine^ 
an iiicielent which repeat eel the^ elaiigeroiisly 
pejlite spirit of the “ Gentlemen of the Guarels^ 
fire5 first ! ” The lieutenant beckoned to 
‘‘ thean ” — priviiiinably the* (Jormans — with his 
re*ve>Ive?r te) e*i)me‘ to liini, anel the^ Gormani;, not 
to be ejutdejiK', for ernco, in e*ejurte*sy, “ waveel 
to liiin to eeano to them.” The embarrassing 
situatiein was re*liea’’ed by tlie ofTiee'r bolelly 
geiing tei tho Gormans ; but it beeamtj intensifie*el 
whe*n he tokl tliein that they worn piisone'rs. 
Kveai simpler Ge'rmans, who Imel benu taught 
to believe' one jue^stioningly many things that 
tlie'V we'ri' tf>M, ele‘e*line'el to ere'elit t his ast ouneliiig 
<|ee*laratie)n. 'riie e‘ne*my of1ie*e*r elisputeel t he^ 
” fae;t ” ami aske'd KuMie rforel tej e'nt»*r the* 
” pill-be>x.” A (-anadian was neit lik'-ly tei be* 
caught in sue*h an eibvious ti‘ap and Buthc'rfeml 
“ eliseT'-otly de*(*line'el ” the* invitatiein. “By 
masterly liluff,” howe‘\'<‘r, \n‘ manage'd te» 

p ‘rsiiade* the* Ge*rmans that the*y w(*re* sur- 
rounded. and the* whole* pai'ty eif 4a, including 



IJEUT. C. S. RUTHERFORD. 
Quebec Regiment. 
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two officers, with thrr<^ maeliinc-pnis. snr- 
reiiclered to liini. Ilavintr hajr^'ci tlu' Ci niuni 
unicer, Liouteiiaiit Hut lirrhml fiirtlier rmpInvtMj 

his wiles to the extent of inthieinjr tli,« oaptive 



I.ANCE-COHPORAh \V. fl. METCALF, 

Mrtiiiiohii Regiment. 

to stop tlu* (iro oi a liostilc* niac’hine-^iiti closi* 
hy, after \vhi»'li tlu- victor was smart cmm^li 
to hasten th(* ad ca-nci* of les men to liis support . 
Siihseipaad ly altackinn another “ pill-htix " 
with a I^ewis nun si'ction, the? lieutemuit. took 
.‘{/5 mon^ prisoners, v\itli maidiiiu' nuns. 

Sein<‘ant Ixninlit, liefore lie was fatally 
wound(‘d, showed (‘xtraordinary I'oiiraet* as an 
inflividual finliti’r. A ])on)l)inn section whidi 


forward a Ltwvis non. lu' infliidtal many casual- 
ties on the retreating enemy. His platoon 
went in [)ursuit and th<‘ s(*rn<'ant, st'einn about 
.‘Itt of the enemy pi into a de(*p tunin l leading 
oil tlu' t rtaich, anain daslu'd tm*wanl aloni' and 
kille<i an ollictM* and two non i*ommissioned 
ollicers and made 20 pi isoiuas ; aftci- w hich, 
tauM* moil* sinnie handl'd, he louti'd another 
host ile party. 

Serp'ant Lami'iil was the hero of a “ daiuin 
ad\cntm-c ” w Inch, at a cost of only four 
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ACTING SERGT. A. (L KNIGHT, 

Late Alberta Regiment. 

he was lea<ling biaiig held up, he <lash«‘d forward 
alone, and after bayoneihig several machine- 
gannnrs and trench-mortar crew’s he forced the 
rest to retire in confusion ; then, bringing 


PRIVAIH .lACK HARVEY, 

London Regiment, 

Presented with a purse of money by the Mayor of 
Cunibcrwcll. 

against an (‘uemy support line w hieh was \ei \ 
st rongly ln*ld. 

'I he \«*w Zealander, l*ji\ati‘ t'richlon, roni- 
pleted thi.^ list ol t lu‘ litn* I o. II is was a. 
W’onderlul and varied record, ail the morn 
notable becausi' liis valour and devotion weri^ 
shown w’hcii he was sulfering from a fiainful 
wound in the loot. His determined spiiit kept 
him with the advancing troops, despite diniiadt. 
I'anal and river obstacles ; he caiiied a message 
which involved swimming a i-ivi'r ami n flre- 
swe|)t, area, a later and greatei- deed being the 
saving of a briilge which hail been mined. 
This perilous task Private (’richton undertook 
on liis own initiative, and und<*r dose fire from 
nia<‘hini*-guns and snipers he removi'd the 
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cfuirgos and rotiimotl with the fuses and 
rletonatorH. 


\V'ith tho cessation of hostilities came a 
^reat aii<l sucidcMi lifting of the fog of war, and 
onc^ immcMliate and wtilcorno revelation was tho 
publication fnan tho Aflrniralty of the accounts 
of tho actions for which (*ight “ Mystery ” 
V.(^\s had })tH5n awarded. Krom time to tiino 
the bare announccMiieiit had been made of tln^ 
Cross for sorvif^fH in aedion with eruiiiiy sub- 
inariiujs, but ex(M*pting the case of Skipper 
Thomas ( ^risp no detnils whateviu* had b(‘on 
issufsl ; now, Imwev'er, tin* lull stories of the 
<icMMls wei’o gi\'en — so full, inde«*d, were they 
that this batch of (*ight stood in a class c*ntirely 
by itself ; thia’o was nothing in the previous 
amioiincMaiients of (?rf)ss achi(iv'(*mcnts to c*oin- 
pan^ with it.. Kaeh story was a tnarvel in 
itsedf arid a glorious and lasting tribute to the 
ofliccii’s and iiumi of tht> Itritish Navy. ^Fhe 
names of the-in eight rtM*.ipients had already 
becMirrur famous, the most ])rominent amongst 
them b(*ing (.’oinrnander Chirdon (%impbcll, 
]).8.0., It. N. IkMVt'ing him gallant <*ompany 
wer<5 Ijieiitenant W. K. Sandeis, H.N.K. ; 
T.»ieutenant K. N, Stuart, D.S.O., ; 

Seaman William Williams, H.N.It. ; Lieutenant 
(*. (}. Monner, l).S.(\, It.X.lt. ; Petty OUtcer 



PRIVATK JAS. CRICHTON, 
Auckland Regiment, N.Z.F. 


E. Pitcher; Skipper Crisp, D.S.C., R.N.R. ; 
and Lieutenant H. Auten, L).S.(\, R.N.R. 

Commander (^irnphell, before the action in 
which he won tho Cross, had distinguished 
himself ui scvci'al exploits with (German sub- 
marines. On March 22, 1910, when in com- 
mand of H.M.S. Farnborough, he sajik one of 


theso v'^e.ssels, and was afterwards awarded the 
D.S.O. On February 17, 1917, he was in 

command of H.M.S. Q5 when she was struck 
abreast of No. 3 hold by a torpedo. This was 
tho beginning of a fight which was officially 
recorded as “ the supreme test of naval dis- 
ciplint\” “ Panic parties ” figured largely in 



SERGT. H. J. LAURENT, 
New Zealand Rifle Brigade. 


these particular achievements, a!i I now, when 
a(*t ion stations vv(‘re soundetl, this emergency 
body iibandoiu'fl ship. The eiigineJM* oflicer 
reported that the engine-room was Hooding, 
aTuI he was oihIcihmI to remain at his post as 
long as possibk', w hich lu* aiid his staff, 
s(?veral of whom were* sevei*(*ly wounded, most 
gallantly diil.*’ .Vt a distance of only 200 
yards the suhmai’ita* was ohser\'(‘fl on tlie 
starboard quarter, the pi-oeec'dings being 
watched t hrough the pi*ris(*ope. ddie ( h*rmau 
ran past the Qo so closely that the whole of 
the hull of the submarine was visible ben(*ath 
tlu* surface. At last the C boat einei-ged 
about .300 yards on tlu^ port bow and went, 
down the ]>ort side of the ship, whieh was 
tiouhtless looked upon as doomed prey. Dis- 
cipliiu' on hoard the “ mystery " shi[> hat I 
indiHMl reached perfection, for tire was with- 
iield until all guns eould bear at point blank 
rang€\ Idien lire was o[n*nefl with staggering 
effect. The first shot beht'aded the Oeriiian 
captain as ho was climbing out of his conning 
towi'r, and the submai-ine sank wdth the 
eonning tower open and tho crew pouring out. 
One oflicer and one man wore rescued on the 
surface aiul iiiaile prisoner, after which the 
boats were recalled, and all hands did their 
best to keep their sliip afloat. It was not until 
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the fate of the subinarir\o was assured that a 
wireless call for help was made, but two hours 
passed before a destroyer arid a sloop arrivetl 
and took Q 5 in tow. On the following evening 
she was safely beached. The cliief engineer 
and the engine-room watch remained at their 
posts to keep the dynamo working until they 
were driven out by the water. Then they 
remained concealed on top of I lu^ eylinclei‘s. 
'Phe guns’ crows had to remain concealed in 
their gun houses for nearly lialf an hour, whil<‘ 
the ship slowly sank lower in the water. 


ship gun,” at the saime time reducing spooi! so 
that the enemy could overtake her. “ For 
the benefit of the submarine ” — anil this 
sentence conveyed a world of revelation con- 
cerning many naval happenings -wireless 
signals wen* scait out : “ Help ! (’<>nu^ (pn<*kly. 
Submarine c*hasing and shelling me.” Doubtless 
v'astly encom‘ag<'d by this apparent helpless- 
ness of liis oppoiKMit th(^ tlerman set furiously 
to work to bring about an eialing (piickly. So 
t<*rrili<! bcH*anu^ the c**)ntt'st that, the Dunraven 
was being bea\'ily slu^Jled, a.n<l won on fire aft. 



A “Q” SHIP, 

Having a concealed {{un in the collap»ible boat between funnel and mast. 


Such was the first remarkable and truly 
moving nivelation of oru‘. of the “mysteries” 
of the Cross. Again, as ('aptain Cordon Camp- 
bell, commanding H.M.S. Diuiraven, tlu^ central 
hero of that famous act contiolled some 
desperate naval operations which gave tin* 
Cross to Lieutenant Bonner and l^'tty OfTiccn- 
Pitcher. On August 8, 11)17, the Dunravi'ii, 
an arnu'd British mereJiant ship to all appear- 
ances, sighted an enemy submarine on the 
horizon. Maintaining her role she contiiunsl 
her zig-zag course, whereupon the U boat closed, 
remaining submerged to within 5,000 yai*<ls ; 
then, rising to the surfa<!e, she opened fire. 
The courage and resource of the Dunravc*n’s 
company was shown by the fa<d that she 
retume<l the German fire with ” her merehant- 


The ship was now stopped, and the “panic. 
p<irty ahaiidonc'd her.” McMUiwhilt^ thc^ suh- 
maiiiu* cdoscsl U) 400 yards distant , and she luul 
the advantagf* of being partly ol>scm*<Ml by 
clens<* clouds of smoki* whicli were issuing 
from thf*^ st.c*rn of tlu^ Dunraven. 

Now (raiiH^ ail exhibit ion of that \\ondi*rful 
and inflexihhi hraxery whicdi liad ( liararderizcd 
so many previous naval a(*hi«*vements in the 
war. Captain <5am|)hell knew that th<^ aftc'r 
magazine imc.t ifu^vit ably explode if la^ waiU'.<l, 
and, further, that a gun and gun’s crew lay 
concealed over tlv^ magazine ; yet he n;HoIv<Hl 
to r(*serve his firi! until the submarine had 
paH.scd clear of the protecting snmke. A 
moment later, liowever, there was a hf;avy 
explosion aft. whi<;h blew the gmi an<l gnu’s 





H.M.S. PRIZE SINKS A SUBMARINE. 
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orew into the air, and aceidtMitally started the. 
fire-^^ongs at the remaining gun-positions. 
8(?r<?ens were iininodiat(»ly dropped nn<l fire 
was opened from the only gun tliat would hi'ar : 
hut the submarint‘, appan*ntly frighti'iied 
by tile explosion/’ was a I rear iy subnau-ging. 
I’ho situation had bec'oine intiaisely erili<*al — 
the Dunravon seeme<l doonu'd. 'fhe eaptain 
rtaili/.ed that a toipi'do must iiu^vitably follow, 
arai lit* <lid all Ik< could ft) be ready for I ht^ 
blow. Mti ordered t lit* surg(‘on to nanovt* all 
woundt'd and e<aiet‘al tluMu in cabins, anti 
ht)ses were turnetl t>n tt) the j)oop, “ which was 
a. mass t>f flana\s.” 

It was an appalling t‘xt I’tMuily, but untlaunftMl 
anti tietermin«‘d that “ nt)tliing shtiuld iutia-rupt 
tilt* final [ihase of the a.ctit)n," (^qitain (M>itlon 
(/ainpbi'II, \'.(\, sen! tint a .signal warning 
nu‘n-»>f\var tti tli\t‘if all trafhc below the 
htiri/on. Twent\ minutes passt^d bt'fttre the 
ant ici pa.tetl bitiw was struck; f hen a for|)etlt) 
struck I hi* l)unra\t'n abaft the t*Mgint‘ rt)t)m. 
|)rt)t)f t)f the t It'liberat itai juid eart‘ful caleula- 
fit)ii t)f the uiitlt*rNv at er (.hTinans. "('he result 
t)f this frt'sh ami shatl 'ring onslaught was flit* 
striding away of an atldit itinal “ panie part w" 
lt‘ii\’ing tht* l)unra.\’en to all taituard appear- 
ant'cs compl<‘f(*ly aba,n<lon<‘d, with fht* White 
ensign flying aial iht* guns unmask'Mi. Kt»r 
r >0 minutes afterwards t ht‘ ship was e\amim*t( 
by flit^ submariia‘’s fieoplo flirtaigh the (na-i- 
sctipe, anti w lmf tJn*y saw' must lia\'<‘ ln‘ar(taM*il 
them in their bt'lit'f that she was iirtw tieably 
titxaned, foi' the firt* tai tin* pt)t>p eontmuetl It) 
b|a/t‘ furitinsly, anti boxes t)f cortlite t‘\p|otltMl 
e\'eiv few' lliinutt's. 

in this inieriio (')iptain t^impbiil iind Mit* 
handful tif otiicors anti men wht) reniame<| on 
boanl lay liitldtai. Aflta* that stealtiiy watch 
t)f utNU’ly an hour tht* suiimarme T't)st' to t he 
surface ast.t'rn t>f the burning 1 JtiniM \'t‘ii. No* 
guns coiiltj bt* brou.yht to bear, a?nl ft)r 
minutt^s shtt shellt*d tht* ship elt)<el\'. After 
that fit‘rtre t>nslaught the (Je!-nia.n taaft agiun 
submerged and [lassetl the ship la't \artK ttlT. 
again exjimining h<‘r through tht* pcrisctipe. 
('ajitain (annpbi*ll unsucct*ssfully fired twt) t>t 
his f t)rp*‘tlo)*s. flit* t*nt‘my immetliatcly sub- 
merging. rrg(*nf calls for h<‘lr> were nt)U sent 
tail ; but meanw hill* ( 'apt ain ( ’ain|)bt*ll arrangt'd 
ft>r a third *' panic party " to jumj) overboard 
if ricc<*ssarv and l<*av(* ont* gun’s crew on btjanl 
the Dunraviai fi^r a last attempt- to di*sfrov 
the (ierinans if they again attackt*ti ; but. 
almost. imiiii*diatt*ly Hriti.-th >intl American 


tiestroyers reac'hod the scone, the woundt'tl 
w'ert* transterred, boats wt'n^ ri'calli‘tl ami 
the fire was t‘Xtinguislu*tl. Although •u*r stt'rn 
wa.s awash she >vas taki'ii in tow\ but tla* 
weatlu*r grew' wt)ise, ami t*arly next morning 
slit* sank, with colours Hying. 

Singularly enough t ht^ ollicial rt*cortl of this 
glorious tlt't'd mi*iitioned cnly ('aptain t’junp- 
bi'Il’s naim* ; but. tin* awarti was heath*, I with 
till* naim*s of ljit‘iit eiiant- Jhnmt'r ami l*t‘tty 
Olliet'r I’ileht*!', so tliaf wliile tin* i)uma\t'ii 
was fought b\' a. \M'. hero six* ga.vt*, before 



PHTTY OIMCKK H. PITCHKK. 
she sank with flying <‘olour.s, two more* membt‘rs 
lo fbe famoirs I'oll. 

I ..it*uf i‘nant Samlei’s (list inguislietl himst if 
grt*atl\' w hi‘n in eonmiiiml of II..M S. I*ri/,t*, 
“a topsail sfhoorier of l?()() f<»n.'. On .April ’((f, 
I'.MT, he '>igh1t‘(l an enemy siibmarim*, w bieh 
opi'iiei I lii'o }it Ihri'emili^ liingeanti Ji ppri xiehed 
slow'lv' astern. "I'lx* "rrnwier Stctmn was tim 
eerm‘tl in f his jillaii', and it was m eh.irge of 
Skippi I’ William llenrv Hrewer, K.X.Il., that 
the ’ pjiine pariN ” i nil m m I la t t‘l \ alxualom if 
ship. 'The -ehooicr s ht*ail was put info llie 
winti, anti the enns* erews eom-ealed fhi'iii- 
selvt's b\' Iving taee i(t»wnwarti mi the tieek, 
’riie tlermaii'-' i‘mifinuetj t h*li herat ely shelling 
the \ fsse), se \ erel\' tlaioaging liei* aial \\ lamding 
.1 iimnbf'r of men. 'The siibmarmt* tMintinuf'tl 
to a)>proat'h Im' minutes, firing >is sht* eame, 
fina)l\ drawing out on ft* flu* schooner's 
tpiarler TO \*irils awa\, appiUfiit ly satislieif 
t lull no one was left t>n hmirtl. Instiintly tiie 
W hitt* l^’nsign was }ioi.‘-led, t he sertM iis droppetl * 
ami all guns openetl tire. A shell strm k f he 
foremost gun of tht* sufunarim*. “Iilowing M- 
1o atoms ami annihilating the erew . "I'hat 
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H.M.S. SUFFOLK C:OAST. SISTHR SHIP OF THF: STOCK FOKCF:. 


liiM* shut wiis follow i*(l liy hor w 

(liMiiollsIird < hr roiii>i! m-( < iw ri*, iind siiiiui- 
|{inrousl\' M Lru is ' fnkiMl (lif‘ siii \ i\ ors 

olT th(* sulimn liiH' s <lrrk/’ 

X^rnf^i'Jiurr had Inllrfi switlly imd rom()(rlrl\ 
oil 1 hr (Iri'inati sulananiir, toi* slir sank tom- 
ininut rs at’t rr I hr action hr^an. 'Tlir sliidcinj^ 
rratt went down in rionds of sinokr. aiai 
t hi’ouv^h riMits in Iwr hull t lir ji,larr of an inlrrnnl 
fir»j was N'isihlr. 'Ida> snhmarinr'> captain, a 
waiTant <»nirrr and a man were |ii(’krd iif) 
and hrou^ht on Ixiai’d the Jh-i/.t a rrscin- 
which (Irrinaii’^ would doul)tlrss have left 
unat tempted. 'The schooner la'isclf was siiikin^i 
fast, hut captors aiai prisoners managt'd to 
phii.C till* shot holes and k<‘<‘p the water under 
with the pumii^. Land was liiO miles distant^ 
and tlani^h there ■sofiia'd litth* chance ot 
naudiin^ it the I’ri/.e set '-ail and irot. within 
li\e mill'" of the shm*e, a nu>tor launch |aekiu^ 
Jier 11)) and te.win^ her in. 'I’his gallant little 
ship, witli Saialers still in enmmand. was lost a 
ft‘w months afti'rwaids, pre>uniahly in iietion 
with oiw' or more enemy suhinaiincN, and all 
hands went with lua* 

laeutimant Stuart and Seaman William.-- 
wen' pi/.c*tted in eonnt'xion with sona* sfilendid 
WDik done on Junt' 7, lt>17, hy M.M.S, I’ar^u.-^t 
whilt* dis^uist'd as a “ ILitisli mereliant vessel, 
with a dummy )^nn mounted aft.'* 'Pliis was 
i)ne of tl\e “ di‘eo\ " stories of w hic'h then* were 
many rumours and stranp* tahvs during tlu' war, 
and it was one w*hic‘h illustrated the possibilities 


of olliei'rs and men who have |)erfeet faith in 
their <‘a))tain. In this instance, apiin, no 
mention was made of (‘ith(‘i* Stuart oi’ Williams 
in tin* rc'conl, the only name refi-ri'i'd to beinjjj 
that of Lii'utenant F. K. Ibn'foi-d. I).S.(\, 
ILX.H. 

In misty weath(*r. with a fri'sli bn'c/.e and a 
eho|)))y sea, tla* Faigust was toi })t'do<*d at \'ery 
close ranp*. Iier boiU*r-room. en^iiK'-room and 
No. 5 hold Ix'in^ immediati'Iy ilood(*d and the 
starlioard lifeboat blown to pieces. Linler 
llen*fonl's command a ‘‘panic* ])aity ' 
)d>andon(*d shi)). As the' last boat sho\'<'d off 
the sul)mariin*‘s periseo|)c* was s(*(‘n about 
lt)0 yards away, close ])c*fore tin* j>ort b(‘am. 
rile c'nemy then sulauc'rged and the* |)(*riseo|)e 
n*a|)j)c'aied directly astc'in, jiassin^ to the 
starboard (piaitei* and then round to the ])ort 
bt'am, w hc'i’c it- turned apiin towards the 
Pargust, bn*aking surfaet* aliout ,70 yards aw ay. 
'Pile lifeboat then |>ursued a jioliey of lun* and 
bepm to pull round the stt*rn, the submarine 
following closely, and training a maxim on to 
tiu' l>oat. Hereford, eouragt'ously disregarding 
the cross-fire from shi|) and submarine, con- 
tinued to dc'coy tla' c'nemy to within aO yards 
of the Pargust, which then ojiened fire with 
all her guns. 'The L l>oat, “with oil sejuirting 
from her side and the* crew* ])ouring out c>f hf'r 
c-oiining tower, steamed slowly across the 
bows with a heavy list.’’ 

'riiere was now’ a repetition of that (Jerinari 
trickery whi(*h had been so greatly practised. 
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often with success to the enemy, but tins time 
follo\ve<l by swift nntl merite<l pimislmumt . 
Tho Germans held up their hands to indicate 
suiTender and fli*e ceastul immetliately ; but, 
instearl of yielding, the submarine moved off 
at a growing sp(H?d, apparently trying to t'seape 
in tho mist. Fire, howt'ver, was re-epenetl 
with such telling effect by the J*argust that the 
V boat sank, one man clinging to the bow as 
slio went (K>wn. Aftei* a hard ])ull to windwar<l 
tho boats managed to sa\e an otlict'i* and a 
man. Shortly afterwai-ds tin' ‘‘ British mm- 
chant vessel ” was towi‘d back to [)oi t by 
Amt*ri(*aii dt'stroyers and a Bi itish sIot)p whicdi 
liad arrived. 

In this Admiralty list the story of Skip[)er 
Crisp was r<‘told in a briefer form than at t lu*. 
time of lh(' iUinouiiccMiieiit of t lu* awar<l of his 
Cross in the IjOHtJon (htzvttr of Novc'inber 2, B)17. 

Tlu^ action for which Lieutenant Harold 
Auten gained tlu' Cross was “cited ais one of 
tho fiiu'st exainpk's a>f coolness, disciplint‘ and 
good organization in the history of ' G ’ ships’* : 
and indeed it \votild he im])ossiblt‘ t«.» imagine 
anytliing more sphaidid in evc'iy way than the 
display of N alour, detia ininat ion and rc'source 
by Auten and th<‘ <iflicers and men who bor<* 


him company. 'Fhe story has already b4'en 
told ill Chaptt'i* CCI^XXI. 

'Phese marvt'llous tales of the sc*a. gave t ht' 
public at least stant' idi'a of tht‘ sttan intensity 
of tlu‘ warfar<‘ betw’«!«Mi th(' (ha tiian submarines 
au<l ‘‘ mystery " and other ships tln' British 
Xavy, aiul t lu'V ilid much to arousi*tla' inti'rest. 
with which large* bodii's of visitors insp<*ct4*d 
“ {.) ” ships and siirreiidere'd suhmiirin<*s w hich 
wei-e on \ iew in tin* d'hanu's aial elst'where. 

I'intrs Special Corn^spoialent. at- the 
War Correspoiiihaits'' I h*ad([uart<‘rs sent on 
Xovt'inber (> a stoT*\' of amazii.g fight ing^ against. 
\'e?\' great odds h\ “ a ct*rlain major *’ of the 
Bo\al Air b'orce. 'Two days hif<*r (^maelian 
Headcpiai’ters announ<‘e«l that flu* airman was 
a Ca.na<lian, Major W’illiain G(‘org(* Barker, 
D.S.O., J\l.(\, and that hi* had comi^ ovi'rsea 
with a. Xew' Brunswick unit. “ It was surely 
as galla.nl. and amazing a. leal a,s was e\'er 
aidaevi'd,” wrote 77a’ I'hn’s coi n*spondent , 
aral then* could bo no ilonhl, from the dcta.il.s 
he ga.\e, that tiu* otlieer's \alonr would he 
rewarded with the highest of liononrs. On 
Noxeinher .‘lO the Air Minis! r\ annonneed t lie 
aw aril of the ( 7’oss tn Major Barker and 
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to Captain Andrew Weatherby Beaucliamp- 
Froctor, D S.O., M.C., D.F.O,, “ in recoj?nition 
of bravely of the higliowt possible order.” The 
major’H provioun record was shown clearly 
<‘no\igh by the fact that hf^ had two bars to his 





MAJOR W. ih BARKER, R.A.F. 

Military Cross and a bur to his D.S.O., aind the 
captain, too. had fnlly jirovt'd his mrttle as an 
air tight<‘r. 

Again e.llieial records t hnnv light on the, 
astounding tlecMls of British a.\ iatoi’s, and naule 
it easy to understand the spirit which had won 
for thtMU overwh<*iniiiig \ietories and had 
uiad«’ tile very sight and uaaition of tln'in 
ilrt'adi'd by tlu' tJerina-ns. Ihiiker’s great work 
was tione on October 27, IIMS. and was uiark<*d 
by almost unparalleled sustaiiu'd ferocity of 
(*ombat. In the morning of that day lu* saw 
an enemy t wo-seater ovt‘r tiu' Foret dt* Mfainal, 
atal this lu' attacked so successfully that after 
a short hurst it l>r<»ke up in the air. Simul- 
taiH'ously a Fokker biplaiu^ attaekt'd th<‘ 
major. Ih' was wounded in tin* right thigh, 
but managed to shoot tin* Fokkor down in 
flames. 'I'he light had at t racted ot her ( k'rmans, 
and from all ilirt'ct ions Barker was attaekcnl by 
a large tormatiou. lit* was again wound«*d. 
this tiuu* in the left thigh. seven'Iy but he 
<lrove down two of tin* assailants in a spin 
Losing consciousness for a time the Camvdian’s 
machine fell out of c*ontrol : but he rt'cov’ciMMl 


before reaching the ground, and found that he 
\^as being once more heavily attacked bj' a 
large formation. 

Grenville, in his fight off the Azores — the 
one and tht^ fifty-three — ^singled out his targets 
from the clustering Spaniards ; so Major Barker, 
crippled though he was in body, choose one 
particular (h'rinan machine, and doliberatcly 
charging this he drove it down in flames. 
During this fight his left el>)ow was shattered, 
a id again th<^ valiant airman fainted, yet lu* 
came round Ixifore it was too late aiul saw' that 
he w^ns still being attaelo'd, and diving on the 
nearest machine he sliot it down in flames a 
marvellous achievement for a man whose arm 
was shatte red ami lioth lt‘gs baflly wounded. 

Kx.haustion now forcc*d ^fajor Barker to di\e 
out of th(* fight to regain our lines; but the 
maddenetl Germans were not disposed to j>t*i - 
mit esc*ape to one w ho had so heavily ):)unish(. d 
tht'in, a.n<l anotluT formation strove* to cut him 
off. The effnit was misuccc'ssfnl, and after a 



GAPT. A. W. BEAUCHAMP-PROCTOR, 
R.A.F. 

hanl fight Barker broke up tliis formation and 
readied our lines, Init crashed on landing. ' 

In this single-handed furious light wdth 
va^stly superior foret*s ^Slajor Barker destroyed 
four German machim*s, three of them in flames, 
and brought his total .successes up to 50 enemy 
machines ilestroyed. 
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AN HNKMY OBSEKVATION BALKOON BROUGHT DOWN IN ILAMHS. 


(^i})tuiii Bcaucliaiuj) Proctor boro Major 
liiirkor sploiidifl coinpaiiy, for in two montJis — 
August 8 to October 8, 1018 he was con- 

cpK'ror in 20 decisive combats, dt*st roving 12 
kite balloons and 10 aircraft, and driving 
d()wn four otlier aircraft completely out of 
coiitrol, wliilo b(*t\veeii October 1-5 ho dev 
stmyed tvv’o s(*o\its, burnt thr(*e kitv* balloons, 
a.nd elrovt^ down one scout compk^tcly out of 
control. Those ()erforiiiaric<vs sevined to be* 
inendy by way of an appe*tiscr, for in all he was 
vactor ov'(*r 54 fo(‘s — he^ d<*stroyed 22 eMM*iny 
machine's and I (i kite* balloeais, anel elrejVM* elovvn 
10 aircraft completely out of ce)ntrol. Ilis acts 
varied from “a gene*ral <*ngagome*nt. with about 
28 ina(?hin(‘s ” to burning a he)stile> balloon, 
while he also did splcndiel vvejrk in attacking 
enemy troops on the grounel and in rece>n'' 
naissance> during the withdrawal ff)lle)wing f>n 
the battle of St. Que^ntin on March 21, 1018, 
and in the victorious a<lv'ance* e>f our Armies 
which >><‘gan on August 8. His uncommon 
e*ntcrpris(^ and energy were eh(s*keel only by a 
painfully wounded arm, caused by machine;-gun 
fire, on October 8, while flying heane at a low 
altitude?, after elestroying a Oennan two-seater 
near Man?tz , but the captain held on and 


la, tided sahdy at his aerednniu^, being adieitted 
to hospital after making his report. It had 
iM'come almost a. pi>int oT honour with Ibitisli 
airmi'ii who had come to grief tii us(* such 
s( length and c'uergy as was kd't to tlH*m in 

making their reports.” 

ddie first pi'i r to win tir* Cross in tlie w^ar - 
LieutcMumf -( %)loiu«l Nk'scoimt- CJort, 1).S.()., 
M.\'.()., M.(\, 1st Pat taliou ( Jrenadier ( hiards 
headi'd a list of s»*vi*n new Victoria ( k’osses 
whic'h the War Ofliee annoimee(| on Novein- 
her 27, nils. Ills honour was awardc'd in 
eoiiiiexion with the attack of the (hianls 
Division on Sf'ptcniibor 27. 1!M8, across lh<* 

tkinal du Nord, near K!esf|uieres, an<l it was 
acuM)mpanied by the awarcl of tlr* ( k'oss to 
('aptain f-yril lfubc‘r(, Prisby, t'oldstrea.m 
tluards (S.H.), atta.ehed 1-1 Haltalion, arid 
posthumously to Lanc<e( ‘orporal 'riiomas 
Norman .lackson, Ist. Pattalion (k)ldstream 
(iuanls (Swintonj, bot h also for I lie affair of 
the canal. 

Wh<ai Viscount (tort won his fk'oss he com^ 
manded the 1st (inaiadicrs, the l('ading hattalioii 
of tivi Jlril Guards Jtrigadc, and lie consistently 
displayed that courage, devotion, and fiia? 
Icjvlership which had clairacterized jimumer- 
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ablo *w:tioris in which the Guards had shared 
since the rufantirablc early days in the fierc<?Iy 
contested streets of l^andrecies. These opera- 
tions at tile Canal <lu Xord were of the severc^st 
iiatnr(% and eallt^d hir tin? highest skill aiul 
cnidnrafice frf>rn the Guards. 

Vns(Mmnt (Jort Itnl his Grenadiers to the 
“ lorining-np ” ground, and th<‘re, as previously, 
th<^y were iind(‘r heavy artillery and niaehine- 
gun fire. Lhiiler tluvse intense diseluirges h<^ 
was wounded, but, (‘utin^ly disrc'garding this, 
he set to woik to master what, at bt\st, 
was but an unfiromising situation. With 
tf»e obje<*t of making a flanking attack, he 
directed a platoon to go <hjwu a sunken road, 
while h(* him<elf, tinder “ terrific; fins” went 
across opcai ground to get the h<;l[) of a Tank. 
This powijrful idly he (MU’sonally ksl and directed 
to the utmost advantage. “ Whik' thus f(»ar- 
lessly exposing himself,” Viscount (lort was 
again wotiickal, this time severely, l)y a shell. 
H<; suffered from <‘onsid(‘rabl<^ loss of blood, an<l 
was forc;ed for some; time to lie; on a strfdcher, 
but he irjsisti'd on gedting up and personally 
din'cting the further iittaek, providing ii 
inagtiifiiuait (;xainple of d(;votion to <luty ami 
inspiration to all ranks. Kilksl with fresli 
<*ourag<' and det<*nihnat ion by this Iejid<‘rship, 
all ninks exerted tluansilves to t h(‘ utmost, 
with the splendid result that mon* thati 200 
pp'soners wen' capt ui'cmI, wit h t wo hatt«*ric*s of 
fi(dd guns a.nd niiim*rous machine guns, 'riieii 
Ijiiaitenant -(\)lon(d V^'isecamt («ort s<‘t alxait 
organizing tli<* deftaice of the (‘a[>tured pf)siti(ai, 
ami held on until he ('ohapscvl, but it was not 
until he ha«l st*en the '‘.•“Uecess signal ’ go up 
on the final objective that he consentt'd to 
leav'o the fiekl battalion's succ*«>ssful 

advance was mainly du(' to the “valour, <le- 
votion, and leadi'rship of t his v» ry gallant 
oOicer ’’ 

('aptain Krisby and tk)rpoial .Jackson wen* 
together in th(' desperate affair wliich won for 
tluan t hi; (h*oss. ''Phe oflicer was in (*ommand 
of a company detailed to <'apture tin* eaual 
cTossing on tin* Dcmicourt-fJraiiiconrt roa<l. 
\\’ln*n the canal was reaehed the leading platoon 
<*ainc umli*r annihilating ma(‘hine-giin fire 
from a strong pi>st umier the old iron britlge 
on the far side of the c'anal, and in spite of 
reiiiforeing waves the platoon was iinabl*^ to 
advanee. Si'ei ng that unless tliis inaehine-gun 
t)ost was c*aptured the whole of the a<iv'ance 
in this area would fail. Captain Frisby deter- 
luined on taking what he might well have 


Icjokcnl upon as the measure of a forlorn hope. 
Calling for volunteers to follow him ho dashed 
forwarrl, with throe other ranks, the first to 
offer being the gallant Jackson, who was a 
young non-commissioned officer, and had 
shown a glorions spirit of bravery and duty 
ever si nee the battle o]>ened. 



LIEUT.-GOL. VISCOUNT GORT, 
1st Hattn. Grenadier Guards. 


Tht'se four Coldstream (hianlsmen climbed 
down into tlie canal under an intense point - 
Jdank inachinc*-giin fire, iuid by tfieir dash, 
reekk'ssfiess and n'sohition ca})tiired th(* post, 
with a dozen men and two maehine-giins. 
In this swift, successful enterj)rise Captain 
Frisby was wounded in tin* leg by a bayomd, 
but he remained at- duty and, having restored 
the situation, enabled the attacking coinpanies 
to advance. After reacliing and consolidating 
his objective he gave timely support to the 
eompany on his right, whicli had lost all its 
offieers and sergeants an illustration of tlie 
fury of the fight — organized its d<*feiices and 
beat olf a lieavy ho.stile attack. 

Like his ollieer, C'orporal Jaek-*on eontinued 
the famous work of tliat great Guards’ day 
at the Canal Du Nord. Later in the morning 
he Wfis the first to jump into a German trench 
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wliieh his platoon had to olf'ar, “ and after 
doing further excellent work h<' was unfor- 
tunately killed.” Througlioiit the whole day 
until he fell, it wius recorded of him that he 
showed the greatest valour and devotion to 
duty. 

The River Jordan was tlie scene of lh<» 
resourceful exploit which won the posthumous 



CAPT. G. H. FRISHY, 

Coldstream Guards. 

honour of the Cross for Rcssaidar Ihidlu 
vSingh, 14th riiUiecrs, attachisl to t Ik* ‘Jhth 
J^aueers, Tialian Army. His was a simple 
story of laroism and s*4f-sa.critice. On the 
morning of St'ptemher 2*1, 19 IS, his stpiadroii 
charged a strong enemy position on the w<\st 
bank of the Jordan, bf*tw(Hai the riv<*r a.nd 
Kh. i*.s Samariveh village. Tlar sipiadron, «ai 
in*aring the position, was suffering eaHsnaltit*s 
from a small hill on the left front which wa.s 
occupied by 200 infantry with machine-guns. 
Cii hesitatingly Hessaidar lladiu Singh col- 
lected six other ranks and charg(*d and cap- 
tured the position, and so savtsl the squadron 
from very heavy casualties When taking 
one of the mf^chine-guns single-handed, on the 
very top of th(j hill, hf^ was mortally wounded, 
but before he di<‘d all the mac hi no -gnus and 
infantry had surrendered to him. This brilliant 
Lancer was the .sixteenth member of the 
Indian Forco.s and Indian Medical Service tf> 
be aw'arded the Victoria Cross during the 
war. 
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ft was in Italy, near C vs:; Van. on Octobi‘i 
28, 1018, that Private' Wilfred W^kkI, lOtli 
llattalion Nort hmnhei land Pnsilims (St(>(‘k- 
port), distinguished Jiimsi*lf in a remarkahle 
manner wIk'ii aiding on his own initiative. 
A unit on tin* right flank Jia<l btsm lu‘hl up 
by hostile mac‘hiiK^-gnns and snipers, w herenf)on 
Wood w’orked forward with his L»‘wis gnii, 
enfiladed the Jiostile iM*sf ainl eanst'd no I’ew’er 
than 140 of the eiunny to siirreiuh*!*. The 
advance continued till point-blank liie was 
opimed by a liiddeii macbiiu'-gim, hut without 
the slightest hc'sitat i«>n Wood ehargcsl the 
w(*apt)n, at the saint* tiint* firing his J..ewis gnu 
from the hip. He killt'd t ht* maehin<*-gim crow 
anti tht*n, without fnrtlu*r ordt'is. ])nshcd on 
and cnfiladt'tl tv (lit eh from which t h<*rt^ was an 
t*\ t*u great (‘ 1 * haul than befort*, for t hrt*c oflict*r.s 
ttnd 100 in<‘n siil)s«‘(pa‘nf ly siirrt*!ult*ri*<l troin it. 
W’oocPs woik WHS doiu* in tin* fact^ of inti*n.st> 
i-iOe and machint‘-gim tire. 

4Mk* ot h(»r 1 v\ () f’ros.st's w'tn't* a-wanlt'd to 
lii<'nf<*iiant \V'illiam Donova.n doynf, 8th 
llattalion Australian IniptTial Porc(*s, and 
S<*rgt‘imt John Gilroy Grant, 1st Hat-taliou 
W(‘]|ington Rt'gimt'iit , N(‘w /(‘ahnul Forc<*s. 
Joynt tlisf ingnished himself in flu* atfaek on 



PRIVATK (LANCK-GORP.) T. N. JACKSON, 
Late 1st Battn. Coldstream (Juards. 


ICerlevilIc Wootl, near (OmigntM, Peronne, on 
August 2.4, 1018, his out st aialing achievem<*Mt 
b<*iiig tt> inspire and lt‘a,d a magiiifiecnt 
frontal baycaiel attack” on tJic wtiod. ” The 
enemj'^ w’ta*<^ st tigg<*r<*tl by this sndd<*n tinslaught, 
and a v<*ry critical sitn/vtion was Hav(*d.” Later 
Lieutenant Joynt, with a small party of 
vobmtcirs, h.id some .«evere hand-to-hand 
figliting and “turned a stubborn defence into 
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an abjoet siimmfler.” He continued to do 
inntrnificent work until ho wa.-j batlly wouude<l 
by a she. ‘11. 

J^iiring the whole of tho opervation near 
Bancoiirt, on S*.‘pterrib(^r 1, IDIS, .Sorg<*ant 
Mirant showtid remarkable eoolru^s^, deter- 
mination, and courage, qua1iti<\- vvliich h j had 
displayed during the tvvi> previous days. Th(^ 
high grourifl to tho east of Harjoourt was being 
attacked, and Clrant, in commaTHl of a platoon, 
reach(‘il the ero*st, to find that further advanec? 
was sc^riously opposofl by a line of <*nomy 

maehinr^-gnn posts. LJnd<d(*rref| by point-blank 
fin? th(? platoon dasluul on, and when only 20 
yards from tlio prjsts the sergeant, closely 
♦ ollo\ve<l by a eomratle, rMsh(?d forwanl 
nliead of his platoon, entered the centre post, 
demoraii/.f‘d the garrison, (‘nahl(‘d his 



LIEl)T..COL. B. W. VANN, 
Nutts und Derby Rejilment. 


men to “mop iif) thi' position.” In the same 
way ho tht'n rushed the post on the h'ft, and 
(lu\se initial sneet*sses wi're quickly followed 
by the <*learing and occ'upation of tlie roinaining 
posts. "riu* operations of th«‘ platt>on stooil 
fiiu'ly out in th«‘ admirable work which was 
done by the leading waves of the battalitai 
which carried out the attack on tho high groiiml. 

The last phase of the war had litHMi icacheti, 
aii<l tho heroic eiulurance and inflexible tenacity 


of the British fighting man in this closing scene 
w<ire shown by the War Office announcement on 
December 14, 1918, of the aw^ard of no fewer 
than 32 Victoria Crosses, this heavy list 
being, on December 26, a\igmente<l by 12. 



PRIVATE WILFRED WOOD, 
Northumberland Fusiliers. 


striking f(‘atnre of th(‘ lists was tlu‘ inclusion 
of a large' immln'r of overseas soldii'rs ancl 
im‘mb<‘rs of tlu‘ Tt'rritoriai Force, though it 
ha<l Ix'eome almost unne(*essaiy to differentiate 
the units of the vast British Army, for all th<‘ 
eomhntants W(*r(? on prael ieally the same lev(‘l, 
and the old distinction betwtM‘n llegular and 
I'errittu'ial liail almost passed away. 

d’lie list of 32 contained 1 1) awar<ls to overseas 
soldii'rs and sevini to 'Ferritorials, and in tin? 
dozen awanls there were five members of the 
Australian Impi'rial Force ainl one? Territeirial. 

Analysis of tbt*se* eombin(*i| totals of 44 
awai’ds inriieati'd clearly defiiu'd areas of combat 
an<l limited pi'riods of time ^intensely int.t*rest- 
ing inferences wbieli batl bf‘coin(? possible 
tlirtiugh the resumption of the? practice of 
mentioning plaee.s and date's in the? e)flif‘ial 
re'ceirel.s. ele'tails e?f the ele'‘0(ls wc're pre)e)f 

e*e inclusive eif the ste'ru e-all which had bt>en 
made' n])e)n the' e'eiurage' and fielelity eif all ranks 
and the? unhesit iling n\spon.se w'hieh had me't 
the call. 

The Te'rrite^rials had wein faine^ at a v'e^ry 
early perie^el of the war ; nenv tliero was a<lded 
to their illustrie>us roll the fedleiwing eight 
oflieei-s, nein-eommissieuied ofTicei*s anel men, 
of wheise Crosses nei fewer than four were 
postluimous, the names of the gallant dead 
being giv^en first 

Lieut. -Colonel B. W. Vann, M.C., l/8th Bn., 



THE TIMES HISTOEY OF THE WAE. 


387 


attd. I /6th Bn., Notts and Derby Regt. (T.F.) ; 
Lieut. D. S. MeGregor. 6th Bn. R. Scots 
(T.F.), and 29th Bn. M.(jr.C. ; Si^c. Lieut. F. K. 
Young, 1st Bn. Herts Regt. (T.F.) ; and Sergt. 
L. McOuffie, l/r)th Bn. K.O.S.B. (T.F.) (Wig- 
town). 

The other four Territorials were : — 

Lieut. J. C. Barrett, l/5th Bn. Leic. Regt. 
<T.F.); Sec. Lieut. J. P. HiilTam, /3th Bn. W. 
Rid. Regt. (T.F.), attd. 2nd Bn. ; StMgt. W. II. 
Johnson, I /.5th Bn. N<3tts and Derby Regt. 


ing the entire situation, for the men were so 
thoroughly heartened by his example that the 
line swept forward. At a later staure this 
otTicer, single-luuided, rusheil a tit‘ld gun and 
knocked out three of the detacliinent, and his 
<*onduct geiUMally contributed in no small 
degrei' to the day’s success. After a consisttait 
show of courage Li(Mit -Golon('l Yann was killed 
near Ramicourt t)n October 11, 191 S, wh«>n 

leading his battalion in at tac'k. 

L’liusual featun's markeil tlu' performances 





\!''n>tn a (jtr^ndn f/run'inf'. 

A GERMAN FIELD GUN IN ACTION. 


('r.J‘\) (W’orksop) ; and Pte. H. 'randey, D.U.M., 
M.M., .Ith Bn.W'. Rid.Rc'gt. (T.K.) (Lciainiiigton). 

The region of the Canal dn Xord, which had 
become histoi-ic, was that- in which Li(*utcnant- 
(\)lonel V^ann displaycMl fine leader.ship and a 
courage whi(;h no dangers lcssen(*d. During tla* 
attack at Bcllenglise and Lehaucourt on 
September 29, 1918, he most skilfully let! his 
battalion across t)ie canal, through a vtay 
thick fog and under heavy lire from field and 
machine-guns. When the liigli ground above 
Bellenglise was reached the whole attack was 
held up “ by fire of all descriptions ” from tla^ 
front and right flank, and the situation became 
one of imcommon danger. Vann realiz(*d 
that everything depended on the advaiici* 
going forward with the barrage, and rushing 
up to the firing-line he led thii firing-line 
forward with the utmost gallantry, his prompt 
action and absolute ccaitcmpi of danger cJiang- 


of flic machine-gunner, Lieut. .Met hi'gor, near 
lloogmolcn on Otdobis- 22, 1918. He was 

commanding a. machine-gun s(‘ctit)n, which in 
attac'k was subji'cti'd to intense taifiladc 
machine-gun fire from Mill 66 on flic right 
flank. Kcarh'ssly going forward the licMibaiant 
located the German weapons, a.n<l saw that it 
was impossif)le to g(‘f his own guns carried 
forward eitlicr by pac'k or by hand without 
great delay, as fla^ ground was “absolutely 
ban^ and fire-swept.'’ Showing that care for 
his nuai which was oru^ of t he sphaidid characfter- 
istic.s of tlu^ British officer, he ordensl tluan 
to ffillow by a more? covtu’cd roiit«‘, while he 
himself mounted tin* limbeu’ an<I galloped 
forward for about 6()() yards to covia*, the fire 
being so intense that the driver, horses and 
limber were all hit. McGregor, how'ever, got 
his guns int-o action, and by engaging the 
Germans and subduing their fire enabled the 
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fKlvaiicc to be rosmiuMl. lEo had for the time 
e.HfHpotl matiy perils, and for another lioiir hi' 
eontinned to expose hims(‘lf, so that he c»ouId 
ilireet uml eontrol tlie fire of his f^ims ; then he 
was killed. 

W^hc-n last seen Seeond Lieutenant Vounj^ 
was lijrhtin^ hand-to-hand against a eonsiilerable 
numl>er of the (*neiny. Already he had main- 
tained this desperate and uneipial eomhat for 
four hours, on September IS, 11)18, south-c‘ast 
of nu\a*ineoiirt , during a ( lerman eounter’-at ta<‘k. 
J)**spite “ an extremely intense eni'iny barrage 
he visiteil all posts, warned the garrisons, and 
eneourageii the men.” Karly in the attaek 
Yoim^ rescued two of his men who had been 
made piisonei's and lie bombed and sik'ueed a 
(h'rman maeliine-^un. The (Germans sur- 
i-oiinded liim, but he not. only fought his way 
])aek to the main barrieadi^ but idso drove out 
a host ill' party who were assembling tliere. 
Jiy his further exeitions, before hi* was last 
seiMi, this gallant subaltern maintaiiii'd a line 
of great tactical value. 

l*ieeadilly Kami, neai* W'yt sehaete, was on 
September 12S, ID IS, the objective of Sergeant 
]Me( ludie, who showed high courage in entering, 
single-handed, sev'eral (iennan dug-outs anil 
taking many prisoners. lie was an expert 



LIEUT. D. S. MGOREGOH, 
Royal Scots and M.O. Corps. 



SECOND LIEUT. F. E. YOUNG, 

Herts Regiment. 

in this special form of warfare, fo** during later 
opi'rations he ' dealt .similarly with dug-out 
after dug-out,” and forced a.n odi(*er and 25 
other ranks to siirrendei-. More tlian this 
he idiased and br*ought back several Geriiwins 
who were ” slipping awav," and he, too, 
like Lieutenant Young, I’eseued some Brit isii 
soldiers who wer»* being led off as prisoner.'-*. 
Me(}uni<‘ was subseipieiit ly killed by a shell. 

d'hroughout. the whole ol t hi* fighting from 
August 2D to September 1, IDIS, S(‘eond 
Lieutenant Jluffam sliowed the eoma'je which 
marked Jiim for Mie (Voss, the liiu'st of liis 
displays I'eing on August 51, IDIS, when, with 
three men, he rushed and put out of action 
a (h*rman machine-gun po.-,t . llis own post 
being then lieavily at(aek‘‘d he withdrew, 
but lighting, and cairying back a wounded 
t*omraile. On the night of the same day, at 
St. Servuii’s Farm, with only two men. hi' 
ruslied a hostile maeliiue-gun, caj)turing eight 
prisoners and enabling the advance to eontinui'. 

The ‘'most exceptional gallantry and devo- 
tion to duty ” were shown by Sergeant Johnson 
at Ramieourt on October. ‘L 1D18 The sergeant , 
single-handed, charged a nest of (Jerman 
macliine-guns at vei\\' close range, having 
worked his way forward under very lieavy 
fiiv. He bayoneteil several gunners and 
eaptureil two machine-guns. He was severely 
wounded by a bomb during tliis attack, but 
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CORPOKAL (AGTIN(; SEHOT.) L. 
MCGUFFIE. 

Late Kifif^'s Own Scottish Horderers. 


«*ontiauf)(i tu load lii.s nini torward. 

Jino inon' Jic'ld up by luachiiu'-^uiis 

sliortly nftcrwanls, Jolmson a.^aiu tusIkmI 
forward hjkI siij^di'-haridod aMackod tlu^ pt>st. 
“ WitJi woiularfiil couijiirc* bornbt d Min 

jjarrison, pid (he ^uns out nf action, and cap- 
1 nred t lie teams.'’ 

In spite of repeat(‘d woinids Lientonaiit 
P>arrc*t(- fon^rhi on during Uie attack on Pontrnc't. 
on Septcaiiber 2t, 191S. J)a.rkn(*<s and smoke 
broTH^c cans(»d Mr consid(‘rabI<' miinbcn' of men 
to los<^ <lir(‘cti(^n, and Mu^ lieutiaiant found 
himself a.<lvancin^ against a trench of ^rc*at 
stren^Mi -Korpin's Trcaicdi — ^which (5ontainc*d 
nnmc*rous maidiine-guns. CoUcjol-in^ all avaib 
abl(" mc*n Ir* charged (lu^ nearest, yroup <»f tin* 
vveajioiis, bein^ wounded in this nii</er( akinj^^ ; 
y(*t lie irained Forman's 'Trencdi, and s«) suee<*ss- 
fiilly atta<*kcnl the. ^mi-rison tliat. hn in(ti(‘ted 
many casualties and persona.il v disposed of two 
m.a(*hine-mms. Ijientf-nant/ Harrett. was a^ain 
se\'(*rely wonndcMl, but he maiiaL^ed to climb 
out of the trench hthI fix his jiosition and loc-ato 
t lie cniemy. lb' was «*xhaus(ed liy his wounds, 
but so far mastiu’i.d his suffaings as to give 
detailed (»rdt»rs to his nnai to cut their way 
back M) the battalion, ami this they did. 
l^arrett, refusing help for liimself, was woiindc'd 
for the tliird time so sc^riously that ho <*onld 
not move-, and he had to b«» rarra^fl out. lie* 
had t'lnbircMl long and bravedy, and liad dono 
tliat which alora^ made it possible for any of 
his party to away alivo from Forgan*s 

I'rciicli. 

Tandey. of tlie “ Havercake; Lads.” was 
anotlicr illustration of the spirit which imxjclled 



SFK(;T. W. H. JOHNSON, 
Notts and Derby Ke^imcnt. 


a Hritish lighter to hold on in spili* of wounds 
a.nd to refuse to “ gi\c in,” as his comrades of 
t hc‘ old ‘h*h*d w ould ha.\ e said, to any oppoiuait . 
Gcu’inan or olherwist*. His exploit, was eijnal 
to tlu* deeds of any ^^)rkshireman in action, 
tin* s<*c*ne of it, being Mar<*oing, the dati* Sep- 
t<*mbc‘r 2H, IhlS. During I lu‘ adx anee on t ho 
village his paitoon was held up liy machiia'- 
gun tiro, wln‘reupon Private Taiuley immediat«‘ly 
<‘-rawled forward, and having located the 
hostil(3 wcMipon knoekid it out with a ficwvis 
gnii''*tea,m. On reaching the crossings ho 



SECOND LIEUT. JAS. P. HUFFAM, 
West Kidiog Refitment. 
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reHtored the plank bridge, working under a. hail 
of bullets, the accornpiisliniont by him of this 
perilous task enabling the first crossing to be 
uukIo at this vital spot. Tandey ha<l done well 
so far, but he was to do oven better later in 
the evening, during an atta<*k. With eight 
ef)in fades he was surrounded by an overwhelm- 
ing nuinb(^r of Cermans, The position seemed 
hopeless, but the? undaunted private led a 
bayonet erharge tliroiigli tlsan, and fought so 
fiercely and so well that. .‘17 of the enemy were 
• Iriveri into the h«inds of the rest ol his company 
During these furious and exhausting operations 
I’aiab'y was twice wounded. 

In th<; long list of .*12 recipients there 
were, as it was iiK'vitahh^ that there should 
he, cases ot indivadual heroism anrl devotion 
which stood out from ev(Mi their own exalted 
setting, and amongst t liese instanct^s was th(‘ 
noble self-.sacrifi<*e of Private Frank hester, 
inth Hat t,aJi(in Lan(*ashire Fusiliers, who 4‘anie 



LIEUT. J. G. BARRETT, 
l.eioester Rcftiment. 

from frby, near Birkenhead. His achievement 
Ihn'w light on tlie desperate nature of much of 
the fighting whicli h'll to the lot of the British 
soMier when working in small parties. 

During the clearing of the village of Neiivilly 
on October 12, 1018, an officer had witli him a 
party of about seven men, including Lt^ster, 
who was the first to enter a house by the 


Imck door as some Germans were trying to 
get out by the froiit door. Two of these Germans 
were shot by Lester as they attempted to 
t\scajx^. A minute later the back door was 
blocked by a fall of masoiu'y and the party 
were trapped, for the only exit into the village 



PRIVATE FRANK LESTER, 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 

strcM t was und ‘r ]>oint blank fire, tli<^ strec’t 
being also sw<^|)t by elos<^-range mac* hire'* -gun 
lire. Anoth(‘r party in a honsei across the 
street wen* suffering sev'<*n'ly at the Iwinds of 
an faiemy ^’nif)er. 

'This situation was as d(*sperate and liope- 
hss as it was possiVih' to imagine, and Lester 
could not i>e under the slightest ilhision as to 
the result of the determination which flashed 
into his mind. The party opposite* was faced 
with the* alternative of crossing the lire-swept 
stre<*t e>r r<*maining in t h(» lioiise' and being shot 
»)ne by one*. With Private Frank Lester to 
deeiele was to act, and having exclaimed, “I’ll 
si'ttle him ! ’ he dashetl into the street and shot 
the' snipi'r at ele)se' epiartei's ; but the instant 
he^^eliel nn he himsc'lf fell, meirtally wounded. 
“ To save their lives he sacrificeel his own.” 

Many of tliese village fights were Lanelrocies 
over again, and they were* strongly reminiscent 
of the elesperatc street ei\countei*s of 1870 
betwt'en small bands of French and Germans, 
which the pictures of de Neuville and other 
artists had made familiar. 

A case to bear company with Lester’s was 
that of Lance-Sergeant Harry Blansliard Wood, 
M.M., 2nd Battalion Scots Guards (Bristol), 
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at the village of St. Python, Franco, on Octo- 
ber 13, 1918. Here, again, the streets, in a 
<ieaperatoly opposed advance, were raked by 
machine-gun fii’e. Wood’s ])latoon sergeant 
was killed, and command of the leading platoon 
fell to the Guardsman, who had a chance of 
distinction wliich wiis enougli to satisfy tla* 
utmost yearning for a rare o]3port unity. The 
company's task was clear, and was as ditHcmlt 
as it was obvious. The westein side of tht‘ 
village had to bo freed and the ciossing of the 
River Sello secured ; but bofoio this cotiltl be 
done the bridge, w^iich liad been ruined, liad 
to bo gained, and it happened that thi' spaci' 
in front of the bridge w'as coininande<l by 
German snipers. 

A man of infinite resource and ])luck was 
needed to master such an unpromising |)robk‘m, 
and in Sergeant Wood the man was on the 
spot. “ A largo brick ” w as availalile, and 
seizing this Wood “ boldly carricvl ” it out into 
the open space, lay down btdiind it, and fire<l 
continually at the sni]3ers, ordt'ring his men to 
W’ork across, w hile ho covered th(‘in liy his iivr. 
W’ood liimself was under heavy and well-aim<'<l 
fire while his order was lieing carried out, but 
Iho whole of his party rcnulied tiu' obj<*etive 
point. W'ood luckily survivi'd his dcspt*-ra(e 
situation, and lat<*r in tlie day he furtlua- 
distinguished himself by driving off r<peat<'<| 
German eounter'attaeks against his jiosifion. 

.luiiK'aux. (Ralkans) was < he place named in 
connexion with file acts for which the t^ross 
w^as awarded to I.,ie\itenant -Golonel Daniel 
Ihirges, D.S.O., Glouet^stershiri' HeginuMit, eoin- 
nuinding th(^ 7th (S.) Rattalion of tla^ South 
Whales lloi‘d<‘rers. In tlu^ operations <if S<‘p- 
teinber 18, 1918, !u' made so sucei^ssfnl a i’ccmiii- 
naisanee of the enemy's first - line I renehes 
tliat he was able to take his ))attalion tc) the 
assembly point without casualties, aftei* which 
he very skilfully maintained direction, though 
“ every know'u landmark was complett*ly 
obscured by smoke an<l fhist. ' d’la' battalien, 
wdieii still some distanc*e from its object i\'**, had 
to endure very se\'erf^ machine-gun fin*, whic-h 
caused many casualties amongst company 
leaders. lieutenant -Colonel Hurges w^as >>y 
this time wounded, but be disregarded both liis 
own condition and his ]3ersonal saf(*ly, and ke])t 
moving to and fro through his coTnn\and, 
encouraging his men and helping them to 
maintain formation and direction. At last, 
through “a decimating fire,” as they neare<l 
the enemy's position, lie led them ff>rw'^ard 


until ho was again hit, twice, and fell uncon- 
scious. 

Another mcinlHU’ of tlieold 24th Regiment w’ho 
rt'ceived the Cross was Company* Sergeant- 
Major John Henry M’illiams, D.C.M., M.M., 
10th Hattalion South W’a les RordtM’f'rs ((Viii, 
Mon.), who tlid s])lendid single-handed woik on 
the night of October 7 8, 1918, during iho, 
attack on Villers Oulreaux. His ease empha- 
sised the peril wliich so often <‘onfronted 
Hritish .soldit*rs in dealing with (Jerinan trc'a- 
ehc*ry, wdiile it illustrated tht> swdft vtMigt'aneo 
which followed such displays by the iin- 
s<*rnpulous eiu'iny. AN'illiams saiv that his 



IJKUT.-COL. D. BURGKS, 
GloucesterRhire Keitiment. 

company w'as suffering heavy casualties from 
an enemy maeliin(*-gun, and so In* ortlered a 
Lewis gun to engage tlw* wt'apon. Advancing 
und(‘r hea\'y fiit^ to tin* flank of the (k^rman 
post, lu‘ rushed it, alone, wdth tlu^ brilliant 
r<*sult that h(‘ ca.pt iuimI 1.7 of the foe. '^rho 
prisoners saw' that tin* siMgraiit major was 
alone, and tlu'V lurra'd on him, onc^ of them 
seizing his rifk*. Williams, however, was too 
rpiic’k ami too courageous for tla in, and having 
broken away from his assailant, lie bayoiaded 
five of the (ku'inaiis, aral tiu* rest, cowed by 
their conqueror, again surrenflercMl. 

During th(‘ opc*rations jutoss the Fiave on 
October 27, 1918, »S<*rgeant VN'illiam .McNally, 
8tli (S.) Hattalion \7akshiie Rc^giment (Miir- 
ton Colliery, Co. Durham) perforniod ” innu- 
merable acts of gallantry ” ; amongst th« 
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spoc*i(i(; (ic*('Hs of him being a singh<- 

haivlefl rush to sorno bui Mings from iho 
vicinity of wliieh cnmn heavy niac^hine-gun fire. 
A singlf?-FiHn<Je<l onslaiigiit by the sergeant 
resiilterj in the killing of the team and the 
capture of th(3 gun. On October 29, at Va/.zola, 



SHKCrr. WM. MCNALLY, 
Yorkshire Ket{iment. 


liis company, which liad crossed the river 
.Montieano, eaiiu* under h<*avy tiro from machine- 
guns and rides. I mna'diately dirc'cting his 
plal«)on's lii’c against, tlu* dang<*r point, the 
sergeant c*rept to t he real* of t he emany posit ion, 
and to this he ga\<* (he treatmtait- that- lie had 
dea\ll to t h<‘ hostile post two days previously 
he ruslied it, kilk'd »>r put to flight the garrison 
and si'ized a machine-gun, while lu* (‘luh'd tlu* 
<lay's liiu* work bv^ frusti-ating an attack, 
si*v(*M‘ly i)unishing the enemy, and generally 
distinguishing himself in the unproinising 
en\*ironment of a iu*wly ea|)tur(*d diteh. 

it iuul not s4'ldom happened that the 
recipient- of a. ( k*i »ss had lost his life s()(»n alter 
winnir.g his honour, and this was the tati* <if 
Lance Sergeant 'riiomas X<*ek*y, St h 

Ihittalion Royal Lancaster Regiment. (Liver- 
pool), who was kilk'd t hn'e days after showing 
great \alour at Flestpiicres on Septembm* 27, 
191S. Ni'ek'y’s exhibition was essentially that 
of a man who wa< (*(anplett*ly imbued with the 
tnu* fighting spirit aiid sought and took evt'ry 
opportunity of easing it. He hurknl himself, 
w ith t'tpial contempt of dt>at h aiul (hmgtu*, 
again*'t ina<*hnu*-guti posit ion.s and conendi* 
strong points, (*apt.uriiig guns, killing men and 
clearing up positions, ^fostly la> fought single- 
handed, sonietinu's he worked witli tw*o or three 
mtMi, but it was his own t^vermtvstering power 


whicdi made it be said of him that he was 
largely instrumental in enabling his company 
to advance 3,000 yards along the Hindenburg 
support lino 

Another village* fight gave the Cross to a 
gunner — Lieutenant Robert Vaughan Corle, 
“ A ” Battery, 50th J^rigade, R.F.A. On 
Octob(*r 1, 1018, during the at tack on r..edeghem, 
he wiis in command of an 18-pr. gun working 
in clos(' conjunction with infantry. On four 
separates occasions he brought his gun into 
action in tlu* most cxposiul positions and 
disposed of hostile machiiu'-guiis hy firing over 
open sights muUir din ct rnachine giui fire at 
500 to 000 yards range. Later, when f he 
infantry were wavering and hf*ing driven hack 
hy intcnsi* fire Gorle gallopc'd his gun iii front 
<»f tlu^ leading infantry and twice knocked out 
the machine-guns which were causing (he 
trouble*. 

Night fighting of tlu* most d(*speratc character 
gave Li(uitenafit Donakl .Fohn Dean, 8th 
Battalion Re>yal West Ki'iit R(*giment, Iris 
npport unity to win tlu* Cross. During the 
j)eriod September 21 to 20, wlu‘n he ami his 



CO.-SHRGT..MAJOR J. H. WILLIAMS. 
South Wales Borderers. 


platoon held an advance* post which had been 
establi^lu'd in a newly captured enemy trench 
north-west of Lens, tlu^ Germans made the 
most resolute efforts to oust f h(*m. ^du^ defence 
in itself was a fim^ display of gallantry and 
leadersliip, tlu* more so because the po.st, when 
taken over on the night of the 24th, was ill- 
prepared for <lofenee. Soon after the occupa- 
tion the German.s made their first attempt, 
and failed. Consolidation w*a.s continued under 
heavy machine-gun fire. Soon after midnight 
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another dotenninod attack was inadt* by th<* 
Oemians, but again they wore tlriven otT, amt 
througtiout the night, until about six o'clock 
bi the morning, Licuttaiant Dean and his ]>i‘a\ e 
band worked unceasingly. 


tion was i*outinned. This work was carrit'd on 
under heavy fii\‘. which euhninalcMl in intt'nso 
artillery lin* on 1 lu* nna'ning of the' 2(ilh. 
Again the i*neiny despi-raloly altaekt‘d, but 
the p4»st was ludd against all eouurs. and 



OUTPOSTS. 


\0IJ ital photof;fitph. 


The Oonnans harl pulled theins(*lv’^e.s t4>gethc*r, 
and now, supported with lieavy shell and 
trench mortar fire, tht^y made a fn-sh and 
fiercer onslaught ; but for the third time th(‘y 
were hurled back, w^ith severe loss, by the 
British subaltern and his nten. During the 
\vlH>le of the 2oth, through tlw? night, consf>lida- 


fiiially tlie (ilerinans were ri‘pulsed with heavy 
loss. Tn all, the |)ost was attacked fiv(^ times, 
thrice heavily, a.nfl no better ])roof ot the 
resolub? courage of thf' defenrlers could b<^ 
givtm than the fact tlait each attack r omplet<*ly 
faik*d. 

Working with anotlu^r ht'ro whose name. 
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iHiforiunately, was not given, Lance-Corporal 
(Jeorgo Onions, Ist Battalion Devonsliiii* 
Rcgirn<ait, of Sale*. (.Uu^shin^, “ averted what 
might hav(^ been a very dangerous situation.” 
On August 22, 1018, when south of Aehiet-h?- 
I’etit, he was sinit out with one man to get 
toueh witli the liattalion on t lu^ right flank, 
and ho saw that the tJermans wen* advancing 
in larger num}>«*rs “to attac*k t lie positions 
gairasl on t prev^ious ilay. ’ 'Die corporal 
and his comradi* i-cali/aMi the opportunity and 
t hey plaee<l th(‘ms(‘lves f>n I h<^ flank of the* 
advniK'ing enemy. \\ h<*n tht‘ target wa.^ most 
favourable they opeiuMl rapid tw.*, eariying rait 
m this n'spoet that fire discipline to which so 
much of Ihitish triumph luul beem due in mon* 
than fjnir yoars of war. WIk-ii the (hu'inans 
w»-re about. !<)!> \’ards ji.wa,y from the two iikmi 
tin* line \\av< red and soue* h nals were se<*n to 
be t Ill-ow n up. Onions t Ikmi rushed for\vai*d 
hikI with hi.s eumra.de’s help took about 2(H> of 
th<* enemy |)risonei-s and “ niareh(*d them bac*k 
to his <-<impany commander.” This act was to 
bea.dd(Ml to th'dist, of I'xt ra-oi-diiiar-y individual 
exploits, and though in the otVa-ial stor-y only 



LANCE-COKPOKAL OEO. ONIONS. 

Devonshire Rcfiiinent. 

the nanu' of the laiiee-eorfioral was given then' 
<'oul<l be no doubt that tla* name of the eomi-ade 
would be pi-oudly addl'd to tile I'egimental roll 
i>f the “ Blo«><l\‘ Kh'venth.” 

Those 44 awai'ds (the ivnmiiulor will bo 
iloalt with later) w-ero made public about tho 
date of tlio genoial election of 1918, when 
thcix> wivs returiieil to Parliament Lioutenant- 
Coiiimander P. T. De-m, 40 years of age, slat*' 
in'^'n'hant anil cotton spinner, aiul member of 
t he Blac-kburn Tow n Council, who in July, 1910, 


became an ofHecr in the Royal Naval Reserve 
an<l lor his valour in the Zeebrugge affair in 
April was aw-arded the Vietoria Ooss, 

The following is a list of the 59 leeipients 
of the \^ict*iria (’ross w^ho have been dealt with 
in this number, excluding tho eight “ Mystery ” 
X^C.’s, wdiosi' names have ap])eai-ed in previous 
lists : 

Barkkii, Capt. (Act. Major) W. <1., D.S.O., 
M.(\, No. 201 Scpi., R.A.F. 



LIHUT. D. J. DEAN, 

West Kenl Kef{iment. 

BxRRK'rr, Lii'iit. .1. C., 1 nth Battalion, Leiet's- 
ti-rshin* K*‘gt. (d\F.). 

Bkak. Temp. Comdr. I). M. \N\, D.S.C., M.C. 
R.N.V.R. 

Bkai CHAM e- B r(h TOR, bii'ut. {.Act. (*apt.) A. \V., 
D.S.O., M.(\, D.K.C.. No. St Sipi., R.A.F. 

Bi Rt:K.s, Major {T**mp. Lieut. -Colonel ) D., 

D.S.O., <ll*Mie. Kegt., commanding 7th (S.) 
Bii. S. \V. I^ord. 

Caiakrt, S**rgt. I..., M.M., King's Own (V.L.l.) 
{Ciaiisbtiro’). 

Coi.i.KV, Fte. (Act. S*'igt.) If. J., M.M., lat*' 
Lanes. Fusiliei*s (Smethwick). 

(Crichton, Pte. ,Tas., Aueklaml Regt., N.Z.F. * 

Dkan\ Temp. Lieut. D. J., 8th Bn. R We.st 
Kent Regt. 

Dink.sen, TMe. Thomas, Quebec Regt. 
For.syth, Sergt. S., late X.Z* Kngineers. 
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Frisby, Liont. (Act. ( a))t.) \ \ H., ('. (uls. 
(S.R.), ttttd. 1 st Bn. 

Gaby, Liout. A. F., hUe A.l.K 
(JoHLK, Tom]). Lioiit. K. V., ‘‘ A ’* IMy., ."iOth 
Bde., K.F.A. 

(JoRT (J. S. S. \\ X’crckcr), D.S.O., 

M.(\, ('apt. and Bl. Major (Art. 
Liout. -Goloiiol ), 1st Bn. G. (ids. 

(Jkaxt, Sor]J:t. .1. (J., 1st Bii. \\'«*l|inoton l\o;.'t., 

.]l.\«Kis, Sorjzt. 'P. ,1., M..M., latt' K. W. Iviait 
Kogt. (I..o\vor Halliiiu. Kont ). 

1 1 AR^■I':v, Bti‘. ♦hick, Loudon Bogi (( 'amlx-rwoll ). 
IluFFAM, 2nd Idout. .). P., .‘itli Bn. \\ . Bid. B. 
('P. K.), at td. 2nd Bn. 

llrNTFit, ('pi. I). K., 1 .Mil Bn. Highland Li-lit 
Inf. ( I )unfcnnlin<‘)- 

.Iackson, I’to. ( Lco.Corpl. ) P. X., Iat<‘ Ist 
Bn. ( ’. ( ids. (Sw inton ). 

♦ loHNSON, Sorgt . \\', II., I .'it h Bn. .Notts iV 
Derby Bogt. i'l’.P’.) (Worksop), 

.1()\NT, lacut. W. I)., Sth Bn. .\.l.l‘\ 

♦h D.soN, Sorgt, B. S., !).('.. M.. M..M., Ancklaial 
Bgl., N.Z.K. 

Knicui'B Act. Sergt. .\. G., Iat«‘ .VIherta Begt 

Lai’HF.N'I', Sor^t. il. ♦)., N.Z. Bdlc Bde. 
Lf.stkk, I’to. P\, late KMli Bn. Lain’s p'u.'., 
(Irhy, nr. Birkonlioad ). 

.M Acl NTN'Ki', Liont. I). L., Arg. A S.ll. 


Mc’Gukooh, Limit. D. S.. late' titii Bn. B. Soots 
('P.K.) and 2t)t h Bn. .M.G.G. 

.M<-G|’Ffii:. Gph tA‘'t- S<‘rgt.) L., late I .'ith 
Bn. K.O.S.B. I'P.K.) (Wigtown). 

Mrl\ KU. I’(i‘. H.. M.M.. lati* B. Scots (Newton). 
M<‘N \M.\IM. ( 'pi. .1.. B. Sm roy Bcgl. (I’rosfon). 
McXmia. Sorgt. Win., M.M.. Sth (S.) Bn. 

^*k^'. B. (Minton Gollii i‘\, oo. Dnrhain)- 
Mi:t( \i,F, Loo.-Gpl. W. 11. , .M.M., Manitoha. 

u.T'- 

M i \ KK. ( ‘ph H . (1. I ).. lat o (’(‘lit ral ( )nt ai io Bogt . 

N K'Fint \M. I‘l<‘. S.. Bodfordsliiro Bogt .( 1 1 nil). 
Nkui.ia, t ‘pi. ( Lo(*. S(‘rgt . ) 'P., M.M., sth Ihi. 
B. Lanof^. B«‘gt. (Lixorpool). 

Onions, l.co. ( 'pi, (I.. I.>^1 Bn. I )o\ oii'^hiro 

Bogt . (Sal(\ ( ’hoslnro). 

l’i;oK, Limit . ( olniiol ( ’. W ., D.S.O., Manitnha 
Bogt . 

I’uowsi;, Ghiof Potty Ol'liom (1., B.N.N.B, 

( Landoro). 

B a n .XKDso.N, Pto. ( Pipor) .lamo-. Into .M.initohii 
Bogt . 

Bl Tni*:uFOKi), lamil.t'. S., M.M., (^)nohoo 

Bogt. 

Sf. \M\N, Loo.-Gpl, I*'.. Into B, In. P'lis, (Soholo, 
Norfolk ). 

Si<;wi:i.t„ Liont. G. II., lalo B. W . KmiI. Bogl., 
atid. 'Pank Corps. 

SiMi'.soN, Gpl. ( Loo.Si'igt . ) W’., Linos. Bogt. 

( Bolton). 
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Rinoh, Kess^^idak Hadlij, late J4th Lers., 
atiil. 29th Lei’s.. Ind. A. 

Smith, Cpl. (Lco.-Sorgt.) E., D.C.M., Lancs. 
Kiis. (Maryport). 

Spall, Sergt. H., late Eastern Ontario Hegt. 

Tanduy, rte. II., IX(\M., M.M., otii Bn. 
\V. Rid. Rogt. (T.E.) (Leamington). 

Vann, Capt. (Act, LitMit. -Colonel) B. W., M.C., 
late l/8th Bn., attd. 1/Hth Bn., Notts and 
Derby Regt. (T. F.). 

VVeale, Lee. -Cpl. II., R.W. Fus. (Shotton, 
Cheshire) 

West, Capt. (Act Lieut. -Colonel) R. A., D.S.O , 
M.O., late North Irish Horse (Cav. S.B.) and 
Tank Corps. 


West, Lieut. (Act. Capt.) F. M. F., M.C., R.A.K. 
(formerly of the S])ecial Reserve, R. Munster 
Fus.). 

Wilcox, Lee. -Cpl. Alfred, Oxf. tV Bucks Light 
Jnf. (Birmingham). 

White, Temp. 2nd Jdeut. W. A., Machine-Cuu 
Corps. 

Williams, C.-S.-M. J. H., D.C.M., M.M., 10th 
Bn. S. Wales Borderers (Cwm, Mon.). 

Wood, Cpl- (Lee.-Sergt.) H. B., M.M., 2nd Bn. 
Scots (Ids. (Bristol). 

Wood, Pte. W., 10th Bn. Northumberland Fus. 
(Stockport). 

VotJ.vfJ, 2nd Lieut. F E., late 1st Bn. Herts 
Kogt. (T.K.). 
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CHAPTER CCLXXIII. 


THE GERMAN OFFENSIVE OF 1918 

(V.) 


Heinforckmicnts from Knc.land- 'PRoorH Hkcalled from other 'Pheathes of War Hritisii 
Heoroanization-Minor Actions in May, 1918, on Somme and I.ys Fronts -(Jkrman Attack 
ON THE Chemin-des-1)ames, May 27 — Foiu'ks FNOA<5Kn — T he British IXth Corps— 'I’he Aisne 
Reached — Knemy Ac ross the Vesle— Soissons and Fere-en- Pardenois 'Paken (Germans 
again on the Marne —Phe Offensive Checked - (ierman Attack in the Matz Valley, 
Junk 1) — Fnemv Frocjress and Check -Amkricans at Cantigny- -Air Fighting in May. 


A t tli(5 beginning of May, 1918, tho 
British Annic's fighting in France 
were inucli reduced in strength 
owing to thi5 severe loHse.s M'hicli 
had been inflicted on them by tlio very suix'Hor 
numbers tho (Jermans had emfdoyc'd in tho 
fighting wdiieh oec.urred from March 21 onward. 
From March 2.5 the home authorities did their 
best to strengthen tliem by simding out as 
rapidly as possible reinforcements from Fnglaial. 
and also by recalling considerable bodies of 
troops from other theatres of war. But with, 
regard to the first, as the men Mere largely 
untrained, or, at any rate, not up to tho 
standard of the troops already engagt?<l, it 
took some little time for them to assimilate 
the spirit of the units in AvhiiJi tliey w(*re 
absorbed an<I to eornjilete their training and 
^•quipment. As to tho troops from other 
theatres of war, much time was occupied in 
bringing them to France. Those which 
liad to be brought by ship through the Medi- 
terranean bad to be carefully convoyed, and, 
moreover, it took many days to bring them 
down to the ports of embarkation and ship 
them for transit. 

Some idea of tho extent to which our fighting 
numbers had been affected may be obtained 
Voi. XVIll— Pan 233. 


from tho fact, stated by Sir Douglas Haig in 
his dispatch of Docemlxa* 21, that “at tho 
beginning of May no l(‘ss than eight divi- 
sions had been reducc'd to cadres, and v\'(‘re 
temporarily written off altogether as lighting 
iinitH.’* Two otlu*r divisions “ were holding 
|)ositions in tlic^ lines with red need cadres, 
which it M'as not yt^t possibles to bring u[) to 
(‘stablishiniMit.’’ 

A ecTtaiii amount of give and tak(' had 
oeeurred betweiai the Fn-iieb Aiiny and our 
own. French troops, as we hav»^ alnwly 
seen, had been brought up in no unsparing 
numbers to stop the Cermaii ndvaii(?e on 
Aiiii<*iis, and liad also been used to support 
the U?ft of the British line in the neighbour- 
hood of Kemnn‘l and to stn^ngthen the 
Flanders front. 

Five British divisions, on the othc'r haral, 
had been transferred at th(» end of April and 
early in May to join the Freneh Sixth Army 
and take tho place of some French ilivisioris 
which had been concentrated behind Amiens. 
All this left only 4.5 Ihitish infantry divisiorw, 
and most of these were below striMigth, some 
of tluaii considcrahly so, for operations on the 
front held by the armies under Sir Douglas 
Haig’s command. It did not improve the 
397 
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Kituaticm that fully thraf‘-fourths thc^se 4r> 
ilivinionH liad >)oen cn^agod in opposing oru* or 
both of tho Hioont (jc.'nnan ofTonsives. All 
wore war-worn, and needed rest and the 
infusion of new blood to bring them up to 
really first-rate fighting trim. 

It is fpiit(^ (rue that tlio Kreneh had been as 
heavdly engagerl in the fighting as had tlu* 
British, and it had been neeessary to bring up 
a consid(‘rablo proportion of Koch’s rescrv(‘s 
to stabilize? the position about Amiens and 
about Ypres. 'Klu? American Army, altlioiigh 
it was beginning to incr(*ase in nuinb<‘rs, was 
not available in sufheient foicc? to replAce the? 
lack f)f troops with the Allies. On th<? other 
hand, it must be. n‘inember(‘d that th(? Oernian 
losses had also been (‘xtremely heavy. Ifow 
heavy it is impossible accurately to (‘stimate, 
but events show('d that the troof)s in con- 
tact with tlu? Allic's })etw'(*(*n the Oise* and 
V'pres w’en? exhausted by the continuous 
strain of thc'ir (?fforts, and had lost the ]iower 
for a tiiiu? of further attack. Time was needed 
to reorganize* them aiul to strengtlu‘n tluan 
with tlu? reserves ; but it was also known that 
the? en(?my had supports up te) 7o divisions still 
available em the* \V(*st(*rn front. It is ne)t tee 
be* ele)ubteel that he* kiu’w approximate*lv, at 
any rate*, what the* situatiem was with bedh 
the* British and Ki(*nch Armie?s* By his 


operations in March and April he had attained 
positions of considerable offensive strategic 
powder, and these ho was improving daily. He 
had pushed through the whole of our original 
lines of organized defence, and was within a 
short distance of tho twej important railway 
centres of Amiens and Hazebrouck, which, 
with that of Beithune, were under the effec- 
tive fire of th(? enemy’s guns. These also 
thi’oatened the important raihvay centre at 
St. Pol. “ The depth to which the enemiy 
Jirtd p(?netrated in tlie Somme arul l..ys valleys 
had interrupted important natural lines of 
railw’ay and created a position of extreme 
gravity with regard' to th»' maintenance of 
(•ommuni(‘ations in northern France.” This 
rendered it n(*cessary for tlu* Allic‘s to enter 
on a larg(* progranune of railway construc- 
tion so as to ])rovid(* 'three? sf*parato route's 
for north and south 1 rathe* inelepende'iit of 
Amie'iis. The* we)rk thus nt*ct*ssitati‘el in- 
ehiele*d the eloubling of e*xisting tracks, and 
seanetime's it w’as ne*c(*ssary te) ((uaelruple thean ; 
altoge'ther some 2(H) milt's of broad gauge track 
was laid down tim ing the period e)f comparatiN e* 
iiuictivity fre)m A))ril te) tiuly. 

The st'vere elisruptieai of the* deft'iisive lines 
invoKt'd the? const met ion of others farther 
back. 1'his was a ve‘ry prt'ssing neeel, anti, 
eombint'd with the* railroad cotistiuctions both 
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broad and narrow gauge, and the making or 
improvemcait of many inik's of mails, called 
for Uic employment on a very large scab' of 
both skilled and unskilk'd labour. 'Pile total 
length of new trench works constructed was 
over 5,000 miles, not far short of the ilistanco 
from Englanil to the Cape, and all the* time the 
eipially pressing neiMl of ri^organizingour tight ing 
troops and bringing them up to strength had 
to be continued. ]t was n task rcc|uiring vast 
energies, great ability, and (‘iiormons efforts 
on the yiart of all cnncc'rned to jirodiice and 
organize the material an<l nu^n whicdi the 
situation demandcxl. For eith(‘r French or 
British the offensive was for a time impossible. 
It was their ihity to kecyi on th(? defonsive 
— an active one, maybe, but still a defensivo— - 
until the arrival of American troops gave ns 
Borriethirig nearer e((uality of forces, when we 
should be able to resume active operations’ 
The policy, tlicrefore, to bo umlcrtakcn was 
a tentative one. The first duty was to hold 
our new positions, taking advantage of every 
opportunity by minor opCTations to keep tho 
enemy in a state of tension and uncertaiiity, 
and as our divisions were restinl afid riHir- 
ganized and increased in numbers, tlie little 
aggressions might bocomo bigger or, what 
was? tho same thing, more frerpient, thas 
enabling us to effect local improvements in 


our lincR, whether for th<‘ fuirposes of defence 
or for subseejuent offensive movcmc.ni. 

As w ill be seen in the coui'se of the narrative^, 
the middle of July markcil tho turning poirn 
in the eamyiaign and eommi'tu'ed llie new era 
of attai'k. Meanwhile, abandoning for a time 
attacks on the British, the Clerrnaris made a 
doterinined attack on the morning of May 27 
against the Ficncli on a fron(. of about tl5 niilch 
riorth-wcsl of Reims, and the fighting against 
the Fjcnch and the Paiglisl: attai'hed to them 
went on until .July IH, w'hcn Marshal Foch 
launched his great, counter-offensive, which 
he had been a. long time yireparing on t.h»‘ 
line b«*t\Neeii ( dial eau-'IJiierry and SoissoriK. 
With the dc‘tails of all this we shall deal lat-er. 
Now let us turn for a timi^ to that part of tin- 
.'strategic front with whieh the British wen 
more especially concerned. 

Fhaptcr dc.scribcd the ofierationi* 

m the Western tlicatrc iif> to the latter part 
of A}>ril, when the gieat effort of the (lerrnans 
to br(*ak through the northern part of our 
lino was lirnught to a starKlstill. 

For various actions in the, Lys fighting the 
following divisions of the Second Army w'ere 
specially thanked hy the Field Marshal 
commanding in chief tlic British Armies in 
Fiance, viz., thc^ tfth, FJth, 2lHt, 2.5th, 29th, 

23:1-2 
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tilst, 33r(l, 34th and 49th Divisions ; and thi* 
Ist Australian Division. We had lost pri-soners 
<luring April, but we had taken, on the other 
hand, 5,241 (lerinans, of whom 135 wen* 
offieers, which shows the success ha<l not been 
all on one side. Moreover, ehiring the month, 
we dropped 23,900 bombs behincl <h<* (ilerman 
lines, w'hilo they only let fall 2,033 b<-hind ours. 
Althou^rh nothing further of great import aiiet* 
occurred for some little* time after the (eriiiina 
t ion of thti battle, still a et»nsidi'rable amount of 
fighting w'i‘nt on all along tht* region when* 
wt* were in contaet with the enemy from the 
Oise up to Ypres. Most of this was <lue tti 
local attacks made by our .Allies or ours(*l\t‘s 
to im]>rove the ]>osition. ( )<*<*asionally the 
(^eiinans, too, tri('d to push a little, mon* 
forw’anl, bul> on the w liolt* it may lx* said that 
the balanct* of success was on the side*of the 
Alli<'d troops, and the })olicy which laid pla(*4*d 
(^Jeiicral Koch at the lH*ad of tlx* w hok* «»f 
tiu* forties in tlx* AX’estern tht*ati‘<‘ of war wa'^ 
Ix'ginning to bear fruit,* 

On April 29 the (h‘rmans attackt'd t Ix' 
lk*lgian aclvaneed posts in tlx* r<*gion ot 
Langcrnarck and forctxl them to r(*fir<* for a 
short distance on a portion of tlx* line attacketl. 
but a count(*r-at ta<‘k drove tlx* (lermans 
hack and the situation was compleftdy r<*storc*d. 
On the other hand, Bt^lgiari raids n(*ar Nicuport 
as wt*ll as towards Kippe result <*d in favour 
of onr Ally, w'ho brought in j)risoners. 'Fix* 
most- s<*rioiis fighting on that. <lay t<x»k ])la<*e 
in the n(*iglibourhood of Locn*. This \illag<? 
was a-n impoi'tant point to the w«*sf of Kemmcl, 
which it was necessary for the (Jermans to 
hoki if tlx^y m<iv'<xl forward tow’ai*<ls tlx* 
heights of Sclx‘r[)euberg and Moiit Uouge, It 
Wits a point tlx* ])oss4>ssion tif which ha<l bec!» 
si*vcr<*ly contcst<*d, and it is said t<> ha\<* 

chang<'<l Ixmds 14 tinx‘s during this ]x*riod of 
tlx* fighting; at any latc*, on April 2tk after 
a gre^at deal of hand-to-hand fighting, tinriiig 
which the tick* of battle ebbc*d and flowc'd 
through the village*, it fell into tlx* hands of 
thf^ (lermans at haLf-past 12 and the lattc-r 
then advanc^cd towards tlx* S<‘herp(*Tibc*rg. 
'^rhey were shortly after coimtcr<*d by a frc*s)i 
Kivnch division, which, storming forward, 
drove the enemy back to the cross-roads 
outside the village, capturing 94 ijrisoners. 
To the north of this and in connexion wdth 
the attack on the French the British troops 

♦The Helj?inn Army had been placed under hi'4 order^- 
f*n April 17, 


near the village of Voormezcck* were strenu- 
ously attackc'd and a severe c'ligagement look 
place* at the Ridge Wood south- wc'st of this 
point. Tlx'rc* was no fighting north of tlx* 
<*anal. thougii the (Jermans lx*Id tlx* posit kai 
known as the Lankhof Kami, just on tlx* north 
side of it, whic'h tlx'y had captur<*d on (he 2Sth. 
and which gave tlx‘in a favoural>le point of 
\anfage; but bc'twec'ii tlx* \’oorme/i‘<‘l«' and 
iu»rt h-c'iist wards through X’erhraix k'li .Mok*n 
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BELGIANS OCCUPYING A (-FRMAN 
TKENCH NEAR DIXMUDF. 

up to Zillebc^kc* Lake* tlx^ (kunians came* on in 
dc*nst* inassc‘s with fixc'd ])ayon(*(.s, after a, 
lx*avy pr(*limiiiary bombardment- of high 
c*xplosi\'e and gas shells, wdiieh lastixi 1 A hours. 
Tlx»y carrk'd th<*ir packs and sevc*n clays’ 
provisions, and wc're evidently intc*nck*d to 
carry 1 heir line* far forward. Tlx* point attac*kc*d 
IxTc* was hc‘Id by the l,.anc*astc*rs aixl Wc*st 
Riding R<^gimc*ni with tlx^ Scottish Riflcis and 
tlx*. Royal Sc*ots Kusiliers, tlx* last named 
holding Ridges Wix»d. \«*ar Voormcrzc*ck* wcu*c* 
mc*n c>f thc< Lcicestc*!- Rcgimc*nt. Tlx*rc? was a. 
thin mist, but not c*Mongli to scrcicn the c*neiny 
whc*n within d»x*isivc^ infantry range, and f<»r 
some 400 yards tlx^ advancing troops \vc*rc* 
plainly visible*. 

Tn front c)f VVxjrmc^zeck* wt* had somc^ c^f 
the usual advanc.*e ])ostH, rnachine-gun nests, 
and these? fell to the first rush of the? numerous 
«*neiny. But rifle and machine-gun fire brought 
him up at the main defence line with heavy 




402 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 



[French official photograph. 


THE FRENCHMEN WHO DROVE THE GERMANS OUT OF HANGARD, TAKING 

OVER 100 PRISONERS. 


loss. I'ho Oornians dolivorod throo attacks, one 
after the other, all equally unsuccessful. The 
Buccossivo waves were beaten back by our 
infantry fire, and aft(^r the third attempt 
had been brought to a standstill our men 
left their trenches, and, attacking with tlie 
bayonet, drove the enemy back in confusion. 
'Phe fighting extcuided along a front from 
Voormezeele <lown to IMeteren, a distaru’e of 
10 miles, and no k^ss than 1 1 ( Jerinan divisions 
tried to break through the Allies’ line ; but all 
th('ir attempts w^ere foik»d and th(‘y w<‘r<^ 
compelled to rt'tiro from bi‘fore the position 
our troops hehl. The result of the day wa^s 
distinctly unfavourable to the enemy and w’a,s 
made more so by a counter-attack delivered 
by the Fn'tich which drove him some 1,500 
yards to the rear in the direction of Kemmel. So 
bit t er was the fighting t hat out of an enemy garri- 
son of 1,500 men in the village only 200 escaped, 
the rest being all killed or taken prisoners. 

This segment of the battlefield W'as the only 
one in w'hich severe infantry fighting took 
place, though the artillery fire of the enemy 
hail been extremely severe against the whole 
of the Ypres salient, the southern Lys battlefield, 
and the Lens -Arras region. 


In tlu? southern battlefield, in front of 
Villers-Bretonneux, the British line was ad- 
vanced a short distance and some prisoners 
were taken. 

On April 30 there was some smart fighting 
in the Noyon region. The Germans fired 
briskly on Montdidier, and w^hen they attacked 
in the neighbourhood of Grivesnes and west nf 
Monblidier, ponetrated to the .south-west of 
Noyon and over the Oist^ and Aisne Canal near 
\^aresncs. Ilere an American regiment Wiis 
stjitioned whicrh drove back the three attacking 
battalions with heavy losses, though they 
themselves suffered considerable casualties. 

On May 2 the Germans made a small local 
attack on the Belgian trendies near Nieuport, 
but this was stopped without difficulty. Tho 
only other point to note was a considerable 
inert'ase of artillery fire, especially in the 
nt»ighbourhood of Boesinghe. More to the 
south, in the Amiens i*egion, the French 
c^aptured the German position on tho western 
side of the Avre extending from Haillos to 
Castel, including Hill 82, which w’as an important 
gain and consi<lerably improved the position at 
this point, adding considerably to the strength 
of the junction point between the French and 
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British forces in the neighbourhood of Hangard. 
The French took over 100 prisoner's. 

The same day a German attack on Thennes, 
on the east side of the Avre, betwoon Hangard 
and Hailles, was dt'foated, and our troops 
cooi3erating south of V'illers-Bnjtonneux also 
took a few prisoners. This fighting occurred 
because the Allies wisliod to improve their 
position on the Avro and because the Gormans 
also endeavoure<l to push on to give themselves 
more favourable ground for a further advance 
on Amiens. (On the 3rd, at Hinges, west of 
Locon, in a local attack wo took 40 prisoners 


At the northern end of the Allied line, near 
Kemmel, raids attempted by the enemy to the 
south of Looro were driven olf by Fremdi troops, 
and the local fights which took place near 
Liocon and on the Lawt^ River were also to our 
advantage. There were also lively little 
encounters round Noyon, in which the French 
were ocpially suc<*esst‘ul. It will thus be seen 
that all round the front line of the German 
))ositiou on the Somme there was eonsalerablo 
infantry activity, and the usual artillcu'y fire 
went on ; it seems to have been more intense 
against fho juncti^m of the French and Knglish 



NOYON CATHEDRAL. 


and captured two machine-guns. Th<^ Germans 
attempted early on May 4 to recajjture tliis 
ground, but wen^ driven back). 

Two days later, on May 4 and 5, tlu? 
Australians made anotlier attack for the 
same reason. On this occasion it was 
between Morlancourt and Sailly-lo-Sec — i.e., 
to the north of Villers-Hrotonnoux. The 
result of their assaults on the two con- 
secutive nights was to push through the 
Gorman lines along some 1,200 yards, to a 
depth of 700 yards on the first night, and 
to a further 500 on the second. They took 
200 prisoners and some machine-guns and a 
trench mortar. 


forces at Hangard- all pointing to ermwal 
of the attempt to reach Amiens. 

We see, therefore, that on th(^ pewifion fo 
which wt‘ had forci'd hack from Albcirt to 

th<-i Avre wo had advanc‘ed again, and now 
interpoHCfl a firmt'r and better line between 
Amiens and tlie CJ(*rmans, which r(4ievod 
immediate pressure from 1 h(5 direct i<)n of Corbie 
and gave us better obsers'ation over the ground 
behind the German f r(*nch<is on tlu^ south side 
of the, river and to the east of V^illers-Breton- 
neux. 

Tt was es[)c<jially not(5worthy as showing that, 
while it might have been reasonable to sup- 
pose that the Allied troops woiiM have been 
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fi<'|)r(*ss(Ml by thiMi* |)n*\i(>us n'trrat, and th*- 
(if^nnans thr cxar-t n‘v<*rsn was tin* rjisi* ; 

w<‘ not oiily bold nnr own ^ains at \dll(‘rs- 
nrolonnoux, but at t points just, inontiont^d 
bad b«M*n ablo to lotakt* ji part ol the ^lound wo 
bad lost bosid<‘s dt i'oatin^ tb<* local attacks ot 
t bo oiaany. 'I'b<‘ < aa inans^ as usual, dotut'd our 
suooossi's, and olainiod tlaar <nsu attack near 
('ouro.y as a success, 'riioy admit to<l tbat tlio 
Aust.raiiaiis sucooodrd in roaohinj^ their tore- 
most lino, but -.ai<l that *tlioir t w i<*o-rop«‘at o< I 
attac'k broke jIowii Ix fore our posts with bea\\' 
losses." 'I’ben* woic also < ‘nroiiiit oi's bef\\i*oii 
tla* opposing lorees to the oa.-<l of Ib'ini'', but 
not hin^ of import aiiei*. 

'rhei'i* ua'^ now a temporary lull in the battle, 
and tin* m‘\l rilorf of the ( Jormans was oneo 
more sliift rd up to the ^’pr(‘s end of the h'raneo- 
Ib it ish < Icfrnces. On May ('» wo ma< le a sucee-,.-f ul 
raid n(‘ar \eu\ ille X’itasse, capt urine ^xoiiie 
prisoners ami tlnec maeiiim -j^uns ami dri\ me 
back an attempt by the ilermaiis in ilu- same 
ma^hbourhood witlaait dilVaailt 'Theic was 
also jjreat artillery acti\ity in the region of the 
recent combats, I lailles-X’illcrs- Ib’etonneuv, 
showing; that t la* encm\’ was not ^i\*in^ up all 
his liopi* of a<i\am‘in|j; tla'iu'e on Amiens. 

'Ida* m*\t ilay was \ (‘ry w(‘l,aiid was without 
lia'ident. but on Ma\' S the weather improved 


ami an attack of a more vigorous nature tluin 
any wdiicb Iiad oc<*urrcd since the (lennaiis 
wc*re bc‘Id up at Kt‘inniel on A[)ril 29 w'as made 
by tbem against our trencb<*s there. Karly in 
tla* morning, after a sevtM't* artilliM’y bombard- 
inent, a powerful force ad\'anced against the 
forward lim* we had taki'ii U]) aftta* April 29. 
betwi'on La Clytti^and X’oormezeeb*. Kiv<* di\ i 
sioiis ap))(‘ar to have been cmploytMl. In the 
eentni two divisions made soim^ progri'ss. 
entering tin* trout line of posts and piishiim 
b.nk t hose on the I'ast side* of the Kt‘mim‘lb.eek 
and \’y V ei bt'ok, entered llidgi* W'ood. A 
tew troops eviii pem*tratf*d through to tin* 
luins of some buildings behind it. ibit at 
7 p.m. I he\ were driven back by a coimler- 
atlaek' of Si'afoith i I ighlam lers to the far side 
ot tin* wood, and our oriLriual line was again 
oecupied. riu* wings of the ( l(*rman attacks 
w •*rc <*omplete|v' iitisucccssful. On the northern 
flank om artilk*ry stopp(‘d all advance, ami 
''imihirlv on the s«mth the t'rench guns held 
the em‘mv s infant rv. d'hus the gram! atta<*k 
bv live divisions dwindled <lov\n to om* of two 
oniv. the o2ml lv<*s(*rve l)ivision against tin* 
wood, tin* olit h Division to the south of it on a 
trout of about a mile, which was completelv 
held by a ‘diuile lb it is h <liv ision. appan*nt !v the 
dUl. 
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{OlJiCtaL photograph. 

A BATTERY OF HOWITZERS IN ACTION. 


'I’liM knowU‘(l(/o hy oiifli nriu, doubly ron- 

liifiu'd by lb(' Kovcn* li'sls iilnvidy pii^'Si'd Ihrou'di 

MiH’i'i'ssfully, that i( chm roly with ubsolulo ooiifidonf • 
upon tho most w'hol(>>hoiii't<>d and solf-ssacrdioiiiK 

* I'ooporation of ih(' other is the trroateyf possible 
MSFuranno that all further assaults of tho eiieiiij will bo 
met and defeat.(*d. 

j I thank tho artillery for whit it has already done, 
and count, without four of di^apiiointiuent , upon the 
maintenanco of tho sainc ^'allant .spirit uiiJ liigh .'tandard 
i f achieveinont in the fntiirj. 

Oil tlio Hottl/lioni field of Imffle fliere was a 
aiore iin[)ortaiit eiipi^eiiu'nt on May IK Noitli- 
w'OHt. of Monididiei', at tim small villa^«‘ of 
t Irivesnes, tht' (h'l inaiis ladd an importanf. 
post ill tlu» park of tlie tdiafeau situated tlu're. 
ddiis interfenMl with the hVeneh liiu> running 
up on tli(^ west(*i’n siilo t)f tla' Avre, and it was 
detiMiniiKMl to n'eaptiire it After a short hut 
iiiti'iise artillery ])re])arat ion, the Kreiieh in- 
fantry moved forward against this ])ost, and 
afti*r hard fight iiij? I'stahlished a firm line whieh 
was Iu‘l(l in spite of eounti'i-attaeks of the 
tJeriiians during flu" twt'iiiiig and also the next 
day. Tho Kreiieh captured 25S prisoners. 

Tlio success of tin* opi'ration was largcdy due 
to surprise. The attack started at 7 a.m., 
and its object was gained in a cpiarter of an 
hour The speeil at which it was carried out 
completely paralysed the (Germans, so iniieh 
so that their barrage only started after tho 
ground had boon won. Tho luwv position gave 
tlie French eoinph'to eoinmand of view along 
the two ravines whieh ran from it — tho one to 
tJratibiis, tho other to Uargicourt — and this 
much aiTected the enemy's eomimiiiieations in 
till' rear, 'fhe object of the Ormans in this 
part of tlio tiold had been to gain the Ksclain- 


villers ])lateau, to the west of (h ivesnes, so as 
to command tho Amiens-St. Just railway, 
along which an approach to tho south from 
Amiens was ])ossible. A direct approach from 
the east was far mori' dillieult as thi' ground 
was marshy along (he banks of the Avn^ and 
also on tlio Somme. Tt may hc'ie bi* observed 
that on thi^ south sidi* of thi'ir salient, from 
Moiitdidicr back towards Noyon, the (Jermans 
bad at this time eonstriieted a strong defensive 
position consist ing of fliri'c lines of w'orks, 
showing (hat Ihi'y still thought a direct attai^k 
on that part of their front was possible. More- 
over, if the advanced part of their salient 
towards Amiens were drawn back, the liiie.s 
would .serve to protect the .soutlicin flank of 
the retreat. 

On May tO there was some further tight ing 
oil the ground to the north of Kemmel, where 
Hill ft in the \'ierstraat region after severe 
fighting, in whieh po.ssession changed moii; 
than once, finally remained in our hands. 
North-west of Kemmel there wero also engage- 
ments ill whieh our Allies improved their 
})osition and took 100 prisoners. 

The (lermaii vknv of these fights w^as that 
they had carried out minor operations suece.ss- 
fully. The French local attacks to the nortli 
of Kemmel and near Loere had been repulsed ! 

Tho (lerman artillery in the north now 
began a .systematic bomViardment of the 
Trappist Monastery on the Moiit-des-Fats, at 
the western end of tho range of hills which 
stretehes back from Mont Kemmel. This 
point stands nearly 000 feet above the plain. 
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and from it a view of about 30 miles can be 
hod. The bombardment was pure wicked 
destruction without any military object what- 
ever. It is true the monastery afforded a 
good view in certain directions, but not in 
that of Kcrnmel, from which a rScrman attack 
would have to come, and the destruction 
wrought on the monastery had, tlierefore, no 
military justification. 

On May 11 and 12 there were a consi<lerable 
number of minor engagements, 'fhe French 
advanced their position north -cast of I.,ocre 
and capt ured prisoners. We made a succt'ssful 


the La Caune Wood, south-west of Mnilly- 
Rairleval. The enemy, being faNoureti by the 
mist, succeedcil in gaining an entrance at the 
northern portion of the wood, but a brilliant 
counter-attack drove them out again with 
very heavy losses, inehiding 100 unwoundt'd 
prisoners, 15 machine-guns, and sonu» war 
material. 

Attacks th(‘ nc*xt day by the (Jermans on 
the positions the French had captured \v<‘rr 
d(‘featt*<l 

May 13 saw a certain recrudc.sc(au;o of tlic 
fighting in the north near Hoheeq and McMville 





THE ABBEY OF 

raiil to the north- we.st of Mcrville, and .stopped 
two raids of the Germans in the neighbourhood 
of Yj)rcs. 

On May 11 tlie French again advanee,d 
north of Kemmel village, and there was fighting 
along the Y[)res-Comines Ganal and in the 
neighbourhood of Mcteren. Tn tlie .southern 
portion of the fadd there was again some lively 
fighting. The artillery duel a})out Grivc‘.snes- 
Mailly-Raineval increased in intensity. In 
addition to minor raki.s, th(i Frencli attacked 
the wood of Morcuil. Tlen^ they gained a 
considerable amount of ground which materi- 
ally improved their position, and took 3'.) 
prisoners and several mcwjliine-guns In the 
evening the Germans ih their turn mode an 
attack in the same neighbourhood, directing 
their assault against the French positions in 


[J'ri tu h olMiul phoiogrnph. 

MONT-DHS-CATS. 

and north of K(‘mmel, hut without any great 
results. A German at tack naule against Kleinc 
X’ierstraat was stopped hy I, he, Freiieh. 

The next clay a dciterrnincMl att<*rnf)t was made* 
hy the GcMinans to rc'gain the*, ground tliey had 
lost U) the Australians nc'ar 1 he Somme. Thc^y 
attackcMl over a haigth of a mile to tJie south 
of Morlancc)urt, but failed to obtain any 
suee(*ss(;s. On tlm c)thei‘ band, a small French 
advance* south c)f Jlailies in the* angles wdua-c* 
the Avre jeans on to the Lue-c wa.s suerct\ssful 
Uriel 70 pris<ai<*r.s wctc takeai. . 'riiis was an 
important point, as it traidcd to tlie^ greatea* 
st'curity of the? Allie*(l line*, whiedi ran on f oin 
Hangard at Th(*nncs, just south of the Luce*. 
This part e;f the (icrrnan lino was nejw so 
surrounde*d ns to make any advance from it 
practically impossible. 
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The noxt day the French were equally 
succeftHful to the north of Keniniel, where they 
advanced th(*ir line a little distance and took 
s()ino pris()ners. 

On the nit^hl of May 18 the Australians 
arranged for an attack on th<? (ku'inau j)ositions 
near Morlancourt. Tlw'ir tnaiches at this 
f>oirit directly overlooked Morlancourt, wliich 
was Kcre,ened })y an ainpliitlu^at re of hills 



I French official photograph. 

THE CHURCH OF KUhliCO. 


running north from t lu^ main liigh ground just 
«NUst of t.h(^ N illage. This and the village of 
V'ille-sous-Corbie was the object of their attack. 
There was a short Ixunbai'dmeiit and at 2 a.m. 
our troops went forward t)ii a front of :bo00 
yards, ])roteeUHl by a barrage. The grouial 
over wliich the attack t(a>k place was not easy 
ft)!* the assailants ; those on the right had to 
advance over high gi*ouiul, forming the summit 
of the ridgi', while those on the li'ft, moving 
along the Ancre valley, had to cross swiimpy 
ground cut up by drainage ditches and dykes, 
which in places necessitated wading, under an 
obli(pie fire from the nuir side of Morlaneourt. 
The trenches attaekeil were strong in themselves 
atal their position was naturally (liflicult 


tierman supports had been sent up the niglit 
before, but these appear to have played but 
a small part in the action. The result was 
never in doubt, and after some smart fighting, 
w'hih^ here and therc^ the enemy had to be 
cl<»ared out by bombing, the Australians carried 
the ground, taking prisoners. It w^as an 
advantageous gain for us, as it brought our 
line into bettor jumdion with the trenches near 
Albert. 

The next day, in the north, the French had an 
adtiitional su(?(?ess, advancing on a front of 
two and a half miles near Locrt‘. They pushed 
back the emany's line some considerable 
distance and took over 400 prisoners. On the 
same day, near Mc^rvillo, the J^ritish gained 
forward to sou a* small t^xtent, taking JIO 
prisonci-s. It was a smart little affair, in which 
a salient. ])rojocting into the llritish linos w’as 
cut ataoss and 20 prisoners and six machine- 
guns taken. It is curious to note that the 
(lermans regarded this opc*ration as having 
faileil with the lieaviest lessees ! 

On May 21, to the norlh-w’t^st. of Heims, the 
Krench made a \'igorous incursion into the 
Oerman trenc^lu's near Ik^rmericourt, pene- 
trating right through into the enemy’s third 
line anti doing much dc^st ruction. The next 
ft'W' days there was nothing imfiortant to record. 

Heri' wc may look back and roconl the 
work dont^ by our armies since the* beginning 
of May. 

It will be uotic<*(l that th(* gentu-al outcome 
of the fighting was distimdly favourable to the 
Allies, ddic strong attacks on the Uys and 
on the SjumiK' had not only b<M;n lie>ld, but a 
part of the giound lost had been rogainod : 
the confuk'iict^ that ^larsUal Foch felt with 
regard to the situation was dist-iiud.ly justified. 

Hut the (hMinans, ueverthele.ss, hail not 
giv'cn up their attempts to push westward. 
Unable to carry out their plan against the 
Hritish, they now' determined to make their 
next attack against the French. 

Above tiu' \'alleys of the Oi.se and the /Visiu' 
there lises to the east of Picardy and north of 
(’hami)agiu» a range of hills w hich run.s generally 
in a .south-westerly direction, to which the 
name of the lie de Fraiic*e is usually given. 
Among the woods and more slight elevations 
the rocky mass on which the tow'ii of Laon 
.stands rises to a considerably higher elevation. 
The .semicircle of hills which runs round this 
point shapes ilown giadually on thi' south 
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towards the valleys of the Ailett(' and the 
Oiso-Aisue Canal. Between the Ailette and 
the Aisne there rises another elexation, the 
sides of which are fairly sti't']) and of which 
the crest is overlooked by tlu* eonntry lyiiij? 
to the north. The dt'j^ression which runs 
from Soissons towards LalYaux divides this 
hilly ranpfe into two parts, the eastca ri of which 
carries the roa<l known as the Cheinin-des- 
Danu's on a fairly even (‘leva! ion, which rise's 
to a greatta* height at the Winterherg and thence 
falls steeply towards th(' east. Bolliiig grouiul 
<livides the bed of the Aisne from that of the 
V(‘sle. To the south of this river tlie ground 
again rises to the watc'rshed of the Oise and 
Marne and includes tlu* sources of tlu* Ouretp 
Then it rises further to the source of flic Marne 
and its wooded covering and then falls stet'ply 
to the south into the wide river vall(*y. "Hius 
the north-ea.stern portions of the Ih‘ dc* Kranci' 


with their parallel luMghts and valleys form 
four natural defensive positions which are 
proU>cted on the j'ast by tlu' steep slopes 
south-west of Heims and on tlu* wi'st by the 
extensive woods t)f Compiegne and Villers- 
Cotterets. 

Aft«*r tlu’! battle of tlu* Marm* in 1014, tlu* 
armies of von Khick and von Hiilow, in accord- 
anci* with onlers, took up a position on the 
thii’d of these, li*aving tlu* two more advaiici'd 
to the Fii'iich. d’he line of (k'rman trt*nclu*s 
extended then from Moulin-sous-Touvent along 
the north slojx* of the river valley past. Ih'iry- 
an Hac. tlu'ii crossing to the south w<*nt. on 
towards Hrimont and f(*rminated on tlu* 
nortlu'rn forts round Heims, which had falk'ii 
into their hands. 

In the spring of 11)17 this liiu^ was shortened 
by the Sic:gfrii*d line', and now tlui dehuKU's 
turneil away by Laffaux sharjily to the north. 

i 
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In addition to the whole west half of the third 
line of heights, the eastern borders of the 
Aisne valley were abandoned to the French and 
the defeasive lino taken along the Ohemin-des- 
Dames. When the German retreat was 
finished, the movements l>egan which the 
Krench hoped would bring about the final 
victory (this is the German view). On both 
sides of Reims the French troops advanced 
to the attack. After many months’ fighting 
and heavy losses, tlio French succeeded in 
capturing the north slopes of the third range 
and, further, the (’iiemin-dos-Dames, which 
overlooked the lower-lying country where the 
German linos were. F rom the time that Laon 


favourable outcome of affairs induced the 
German Supreme Command to undertake a 
series of operations, of which the first object 
was the reconquest of the Chemin-des-Dames, 
and then a general improvement of the front 
between Reims and Noyon, but was (according 
to the same authority) to be limited to those 
parts only. 

The above forms the official German view 
of the position which led to the great offensive 
launched against the Aisne front on the 
morning of May 27, along a line of 35 miles 
north-west of Reims. Five British divisions 
had been placed at Marshal Foch’s disposition, 
viz., the 8th, 2 1st, 25th and 60th Divisions, 



A CAPTURED GERMAN TANK IN PARIS. 


was captured, the French artillery sot to work 
to demolish the villages which lay round this 
point. The Gorniau view is that the game wa.s 
not worth the candle, for the Germans n<»w 
occupied the fourtli and last of the linos of 
hills, those which ran round Laon, covered 
by the two waterlines of the Ailctte and the 
Oise -Aisne Canal. 1.’he recent operations had 
given bock to the Germans on the west of 
l..aon the ground they hod previously held, 
but the result was that the new line, instead 
of turning from Noyon to the Aisne, followed 
the north bank of the Oise and joined on at a 
sharp angle with the Siegfried line by Tergnier. 
Von Boohn had improved this when at the 
l>oginning of April he had, os the result of the 
fighting round Amigny and Coney -le-Chatoau, 
\yeen enabled to take the line at a k^s acute 
angle back to the Siegfried position. The 


to which the 19th Division was subsequently 
added (these formed the TX. British Corps, 
under the command of Lieut. -General Sir A. 
Hamilton Gordon), at the end of April and etirly 
in May. During the first fortnight of the 
month, the 2l8t, 8th and 50th Divisions took 
over a lineof about 15 miles between Bermeri- 
coiirt and Bouconville, north -w'est of Reims. 
When the German attack began on May 27, 
28 German divisions, supported by tanks, were 
directetl against the Sixth French Army on a 
front of about 35 miles north-west of Reims, 
of which the British fonnod the right and the 
VI. French Corps the loft. 

From May 23 to 26 inclusive there were no 
infantry engagements along the whole extent 
of the Franco-British lino. The German 
activity was limited to artillery fire directed 
against different sections. Sometimes these 
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I [Olficinl fihotograph. 

A LONG COLUMN Ob' FRENCH TROOPS ON THE WAY TO THE FRONT. 


wore of an intonsivo character, with ga>4 
Bhells. The Allies iierfectly w('ll recognized the 
fact that a policy of inactivity meant defeat 
for the Germans, as the longer they delayed 
action the strongta* would bc'como the American 
Army, and it was therefore proliahU^ that a 
fresh attack would soon be delivered to bring 
about a decision before these reinforcements 
arrived. Two points required consideration. 
A direct advance on Amiens oiTenMl perhaps the 
greatest possiliility of results. It would have 
involved the .separation of the FV(*nch and 
British Armies and thrown the way op(*ii for 
an advance along the Somme to the sc^a, but, 
on the other hand, it was to be reineinbered 
that the Germans had already be(in stopped in 
their two efforts to carry out this policy, the 
one on the Somme, the other in the Yprc\s 
direction directed on Hazebrouck. Now the 
Germans were averse from repeating attacics 
along lines whore they had been held up. They 
probably considered that the British Army was 
very much weakened by the result of the 
lighting from March 21 to the end of April, and 
tdthough the French had also sustained losses 
MUt the struggle, they had not suffered to any- 
thing like the extent that the British liad. 
It therefore seemed likely that a new offensive 
would be directed against the French to reduce 


them to the same level. ^Phis bidug the'! ca»si‘, 
it was (^vidcMit that it would take! place on a 
front which woidil comu'ct up with the progress 
made towards Amiens. It had -been known for 
a long t iiiK^ past that t ho Gcainans had collo<;t.iMl 
troops in positions which pointed to an attack 
in the neighbourliood of Kc'ims, and th<^ n(5w 
attack, which was indeed mad(< in this direction, 
was therefore not unex])ected. 'Plicn^ had been 
variou.s hints in Gc'rman ncws{)ap(*rs and thos«» 
of iKMitral countric's which espoused tluj German 
cau.se, and it cannot, ther(*fon>, be, said that 
when t he attack did take place it was a (!omplete 
surprise to tJio French. 

All mod(.‘rn attacks resemble? one another in so 
far as the concontratif)n of large? fe)rc*?.s 
leaiels itse‘lf at the early stage of the fighting 
to a success which mav e>nly be; teanporary, 
but which may alse) be the ope^ning phase of 
elecisive action. The liistejry of the3 c;ntire; 
war shows that all attacks pre)[)erly carried 
out had be'en in their initial stage;s succe;.ssful, 
but what had ne>t yet. been se*eai and what was 
not to bo soon till a later perioel was flu; con- 
tinuexl success in the; initial directicni of any of 
tht;.se assaulting entea'pri.ses. 

Accoreling to the Gennan accounts, the first 
attac;k was only intenelod te) be eoneluctod 
within certain fixed limits. They might have 
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iwided that these limits would be fixed by the 
French, and not by themselves, for there can 
be no doubt whatever that the attack was 
meant if possible to join on to the left flank of 
the advance on Amiens, and so open u w’ide 
field for an advance on Paris. It was a mere 



GENERAL WIGHURA. 

ComiTianded a German Army Corps on the 
('hemin-des-Dames under General von Hoelin. 

excuses on tlio part of the (h‘rinans to .say that 
th(‘ii’ otTonsive had been limited fiom tli(‘ first. 
Jt was absurd to say that its only obj<‘ct was 
the <*on({uost of a ctM'tain amount of t(*rritory 
b<^twecn Soissons and Ucims. 

"rii(» chi<‘f part in the (h‘rman attack fell to 
(he aiiiiy of von Hot'hn on a front which 
cNti’ink'd from flic west, of K(*ims to the mouth 
nf the Aih^ttc, about 115 miles long. Wichura’s 
Corps was opposite th<* Cliemin-des-l )ames, 
between Li/.y and (Ndligis. AVinckler’s Corps 
was in tlu* neighbourhood of (dieiini/y, Conta’s 
at Corbeny and bt'ytuid. The left corps of 
Poehn’s Army undtM' Scdimettow earried «ni tlie 
line over the Aisne valley to Perry -au-lbic, 
wla*re it was in touch with Use’s (\)rps of von 
Ihdow’s Army, which was to acc-om|nuiy the 
forward mo\M'na*nt. Lariseh’s Corps was in 
support behiiut AViehura. East and west of 
Noyon, between Landricotirt and Cuy. were 
Franeins's Corps of Poidin's Army and Hoff- 
mann's of von Hutier’s, a ma.ss wJiich was at 
first held in ri'serve. The total forc<* canployod 
was about 2S infantry divisions, with .some 
tanks. Tht‘ infantry divisions and artillery 
ilestined for the attack wen* all in position in 
the evening of May 2(3. Long and careful 
camoutlag(* had kept the full extent of the pi*e- 
paialions unknown to the Allies. This wa.s in- 


di.spen8able, as for the success of the operation 
some degree of surprise was absolutely needed, 
for it was necessary to capture the Chemin- 
des -Dames before the local reserves of the 
French could be ready to meet the attack. 
Therefore, ag in the previous operations 
about St. Quentin, the artillery preparation 
w'as reduced to the lowest level, and only a. 
feuv houi*s could be given to overpower the 
French artillery and destroy the obstacles 
and shatter the defences. It commenced at 
I a.in. on the 27th. 

The infantry attack was fixed for 4.40, at 
which hour the German troops went “ over the 
top ” between Landricourt and Primont. The 
French artillery, wliich had only feebly replied 
to th(* fin* of the German guns, was no longer 



LIEUT.-GENERAL VON WINCKLER. 
Commanded a German Army Corps under 
von Roehn. 


<*apable of ofh'ring much rc*.sistance to the 
German troops. 

The centre of Poehn’s ( \>rps rpiickly overcame 
the resistance in the French trencht^ on the 
northern .slope down from the Ghemin-des- 
Dames. Winckler's divisions attacked in con- 
centrated force on a narrow front and by a 
frontal stroke took tlie heights on either side 
of Cerny. Gonta’s troops attacked the FreilMh 
betwet*n Ailles and rais.sy and the Winterberg, 
and this facilitated the advance of the centre 
thi'ough the difficult ground north of Hiirtobise 
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Rnuluntapn, 


WIRING TURKS FEI.LED ACROSS A CANAl. TO HOIT) UP THE ENEMY. 


Farm. VVichura bu< slow ])ro^ross, as 

l-lio resist aiioc‘ offered hy (lie Freiieh was 
(!onsi(lerablo. His left wing, e<)ml)ine<l witli 
Wiuekler’s troo|)s, carried the ground on t!i<* 
east side of Ibayea'ii-Laonnois ; tla ii wheeling 
round with part against, (he <»ld fort of Mai 
inaisoii carrietl that point.* On tho inner 
Hanks of voii Ikxihn and voii Helow, the (Wps 
of JSelunettow and Use made st<*ady progress 
towards the south-west. On the. right, not- 
withstanding the determined resistance of file 
Frencli, rairistih sueeec’ded in taking the high 
ground on eitluM* side of the \’all<*y leading from 
Laffaiix on Laon. 'riiis turned tlu^ line of 
the Cheinin-des-I)am(?s ami the whok* of the 
third French line of defene(\s. hut tli<^ deter- 
mined resistanei^ of the French about Antio<-he 
Farm held up any further advance during the 
forenoon. 

When once the riilge had been won and the 
French eompellefl to fall ba‘*k ilown the slope, 
the German troo])s ])ushed rapidly forward 
towards the Aism*. and by noon they occupied 
a line from Bascule, Jouy, and Chavoniu' to the 
Aisne and theiu'e by the north bank to Berry- 
tlp-Bae. The Aisne itself was pass(*<l at several 
points between Yailly ami Jh*rry-au-Buc. 

* The Fort of Malmiii-ou lin<l limi h-ilf cle.^f royd h> 
th'* Ffont'h t li»iii'rl\ es ln-^or»* fh" wni hrolo out. 


nottiblyat ( ’ha\'onm* and Pont .Arcy. Francois’s 
Corps, which had not. taken ])art in the, main 
jittjick, had su(*eetMl»‘d in crossing t,h«^ Aihdto 
at Leuilly jmd thr« w up ti britigtdiejid therci. 

'rh(‘ ov(‘i'w ht'lming striaigth of Hut Gta'inans 
had enabletl th(‘m to push foiward with great 
swiftness in the c(Mi(rt‘ of tlii'ir attack, and 
early in tlH‘ jifternonn they had ptuss(‘d the 
Aism< betw»‘en ( htixonm* and B(‘rry-a.u-Bac. 
But on the right, of tin* Allies tlu^ debaiei* luul 
held out bettt*r. Wla r<‘ tla^ aiinit's of von 
Bo(’hn tmd von Below’ joinetl together on (he 
Aism*-Marm^ Ctmal tht' r<‘sistanc<‘ wtis gretiter, 
the Alli(‘s being supported by the reserves in 
position near ih'ims ; thus it was that the 
German centre foi'imsi a shaip wedge into the 
French ])osition, whih' on the Hanks thenaif 
the resistance was still eonsiderabk'. But 
w hen Vailly had been taken after severe' fighting, 
the (hM'inans stoi'im'd up the slopes on the 
soutiM'rn side of the Aisne o\ei' tlu^ obst inat I'ly * 
defemled machim;-guii nests which stmhieil 
them, 'riu^v then pushed on beyond Lon- 
guexal ainl Merval and reached the Vi;sle a’, 
Courc»‘lies and .Magneux belbre sunset, and 
during the night advam-e<l over th<; river at* 
Bazoches and Fismes, and extended their left 
to VilU'tte and their light to Paars and Cour- 
eelles, w’hfU’c am)th»*r passage over the river 
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was completed near the Pottery. Meantime, 
Bolow’s troops on the left had forced the 
British troops composing the loft and centre 
of the rX. Corps, now i'omforce<l by the 
25th Division, to swing back to a position 
facing w'est and north-west bo tween the Aisne 
and the Voslo. On the right of the (h^rman 
attack the resistance of the French had held 
lip the Oennan attack, and south of V'aiixaillon 
they had only succe€3dod in gaining grouml 
towards '^J’'erny and the jilateau of \"rogny. 
It will thus bt> seen that the Cerman gains weri' 
improving am I at tlio close of May 27 they had 
inatle a serious breach in the Allied liiu's. 

During the night' the Oennans made furthei- 
progress, especially in the centre. On t he Hankf^ 
there was more or le?ss of a ])ause in the lighting. 

On May 28 fresh attacks were launched in 
great force along the whole battle-front. On 
the Cerman right flank the French nunle 
counter-attacks, but tlu^sc*, though of a very 
del(Minined cliaracter, wor(* defcattul by the 
Cerinans, who ])rossed forwai-d along tla* valley 
leading from baffaux to Soissons, The fort 
of Cnndi^, east of Vregny, was (k'ftinled by 
several battalions of French (fliusseurs, and 
these j3ut up a strenuous resist ancje, au<i it was 
only when the Vesle was passed abovi^ its 
junction with the Aisne that thc^ fort, being 
attacked from the rt^ar as well as in front and 
flanks, was finally captured, Fisines, aft4'r 
s(»vere stieet fighting, was completely taken in 
the <iirly hours of the morning and Hraisno also 
f<^ll into the hands of th<^ (Ioniums, 'fhe si* 
two gains allowed the centre troops of thi^ 
Cerman attack to advance on a widi^ front ovi^r 
the \^*slo, and by noon they had won the high 
ground to the south of the river. Ou the left the 
progress of the enemy had not so rapid, 

and it was only after long and severe fighting 
that thc\y gained the luughts between the Aisiu? 
and the Veslo and pushed down tin? soutlu'rn 
side of it. 

The IX. British Corps hail lost severely on 
the previous day’s fighting and it also had to 
retire across the Voslo and was gradually 
pressofl back in a south-easterly dirofitioii 
between the Veslo and the Ardro. fVirinicy, 
'‘'Cauroy, and Loivro fell into Cerman hands, 
and it was evident that the attack in this 
direction aimed at pushing b»\c*.k the British 
from the heights of St. Thierry, which covered 
Reims on the western side. 

In the course of the afternoon Cerman Corps 
which had been kept in support were brought 


up into line. Coiita's troops attacked the 
heights to the south of the mouth of the W'sle, 
and, vigorously opposeil, pushed forward along 
the Aisne valley te the west. As far as 
Jonchery the W‘sle volley was captured and 
the ritlge of the heights to the south of it 
roocheil. On bt>th flanks of tlu^ Ccrnuui 
attack the great (‘r resistance offered by (In* 
Allied troops opposed to them had ki*pt hack 
the Cerman advance about Soissons end 



A STREET IN FISMES. 


Reims, hut the |)rogics.s in tlie ci'iilrc now 
began to takt^ <*ffcct on the Iroops on (he 
<l<*f<*nsiv^o at tlu‘S(< jioints. On (lie plapNiu 
betvv<‘40i the Allot te uiul the baffaux N'allcy 
further progress was madi*, juid west- of the 
Aisne-Marne Canal tin* north hor«ler of (he 
V^^sle valk*y was seiuirccl. 

llei'e w<5 may jiaiise to givf^ the (jerinari 
view ou tlui ])rogress whi<-li llu^y laid nnule. 
It W'a.s as follows : 

The attack against the middle of the hat tie- 
front held hy tin* Frenc h aiui katglish ArmieH 
imdte* IV'lain had almost, annihilated t hem. The 
disirit«‘graied fr'ont-line troops had in their 
retreat carried }>ack uitli tlicm the n^serves 
sent uj) to lu‘Ip thcln. A large TiumlMn* of 
divisions liad completely lost all h>rniation, 
and the survivors fillerl the Cerman prisoiue- 
(hjpots. Field batteries and heavy guns, 
aircraft and motor transport, as wf‘II as i]ui 
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liighly equipped camps lia<i fallen into the 
victors’ hands. Amonp the booty were 20 of 
the h«*avicHt natures of |;;uns mounted on 
roil way -wagons, whieh the French had brought 
together use against th<^ long-range guns 
firing on Paris. It was a useful capture, wliich 
later proved of great v'alue to the Gt‘rmans. 
'I’he breach which Jioehn’s centre had forced 
in the Frcaich liiui Petain had found iinpf>ssible 
to stop, much l<‘ss repair. He had tised all 
his Aiiny res<*rves and many Work ("ompanies 
4in<l reci’uit <lep6ts, and, tiveii with the advent 
of tlic strategical r<‘s<a*ves on the second day. 


During the night of May 28-29, the 19th 
Division was brought up in omnibuses and 
set to fill a gap in the French line across the 
Ardre Valley, w'hich it occupied with great 
skill and steadiness. On the evening of May 
28, the G(*rman lino ran from the heights of 
Xeuville-sur-Margival and the plateau of 
Vregny to the north of Soissons along the 
hc'ights and plateau to the south of the Vesle 
to the north-west of Reims. The Oermim 
efforts were now ^lireeted largely against the 
Allied troops on the flanks of the Gorman 
heights. To the north of Soissons the Allies 



[Official photograph. 

IKHNGH AND BRITISH IN THE SAME LINE. 


it ha<l been fouiul iinpossibk' to etmstruct 4 \ii 
t‘flici(Mit line of tlehau*e to stop the enemy. 

St'cing what the situation was, tlu' German 
Ai’iny (’onimand dt*tei'nuiii‘<i to continue the 
attack “ beyond tla* gi'ound which liad hitherto 
foniH'd the limit of its efforts. This wiis doiu‘ 
ia>t n\erely for the purpost* of winning further 
tiaritt>ry, but with th<' object of inflicting 
more heavy los.ses on the ('uemy ” 

In pursuance of these instructions, the liia 
of attack was gi\ en a slight deviation towards 
the wt'st , and in accordanct' with this idi'a, 
some of the Gia'inan divisions wiM*t‘ directed 
tt>w’ards Arcis-L(' Ponsart 


had Immmi c«>mpelled tt) retreat to the outskirts. 
of the t(^»wn, afid at tla* other exfreimity of the 
hiH‘ the Riitish liad bctai foiced into the angle 
foiined by the ^^*sle-Aisne-Marne Ganal. 

1 lie next day tlu' battle was ctaitiiuied 
with great tury, and th<‘ CJerinaiis found that 
tht* strong rest*rv»*s which had come into th^‘ 
All ied line had considerably strcngthenetl it . 
Xot only was the defenci^ more obstinate, but 
many countei*-attacks were dclivorc<l against 
the (ierman troops; still the (k*nnans were 
able to press forward. I'ho high ground 
between the Vesle and the Ourcq, which w^ns 
well defended by powerfully wired trenches. 
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FHRh-EN-rAKDENUIS ; THE MARKET PEACE. 


<ii(l no( sti)|) advance. 'I'lu' \vat<‘rslu*<l 

l)(‘l Uu* Aisnc and (lir Mania was piiinMl 
about midday, and tlj<‘ (uM’inan troops pusliod 
tliroii^h tlio nuna'roiis small vallays and 
\vat(’ir-c*ours<‘s lo tlio slopes ol‘ (he uppi r ()ure<j 
and r<‘aehed (/oiirmont and in (he <‘\euin^ 
.Kere-en-'l’ard<‘nois. (dosely eonn<“c(ed wi(h 
l^oehii’a (‘(‘ntre his left flank marelied on 
towards tJir suutli-w’osi . Hy e\enin^ Fa\ erodes 
on the Ardre was jiasseil and the liei^hls south 
of th(^ V^esle as far as (’hampi^ny eaptur<M|. 
d\) tfie iiortli of Feiiys, the sulairh <»f i.a 
\<*uvillette as far as the (Ninal an<l Hetlieny 
were taken. On th<* western flank of von 
lioehids Army Wieliuia's di\'isions <*r<»ssrd 
tlie Aisne l)y Venizel and < a|)tured a eomplete 
Freneli battalion. The advanei* was tlien 
eontinued and thi^ road Soissonsd ’luit eau 
Thierry was reaelw‘<b On th<i ri^ht of this 
foree Brandenburg (Jrenadiers eapture<l Sois- 
sons and gaiiUHl a footing on tfie h«*i|.ihts to tin- 
south of the town. Pioneer d«-taehments bail 
the previous eveninj^ penetrated into the 
outskirts, and seizing!: the bridges prevented 
their destruetion. Ih'tween t)ie Aisne and 
.Ailettc* further jujains were mad»- on the platoau 
w est of tliese valleys by Laffaux. 

The ri\sults of the third day of battle yi‘-lded 
in many respects mon^ eonsiilei-able and impor- 
tant results. The continuous ai rival (»t roserv<*s, 
although thesi.* were tlii’own into the fight with 
great vigour, had not b(‘en abk* to stop the tide 


of eoiKpa-st, no?- (‘\<‘n to hi?idei- its rate of pro 
gress. 'The grou?wl gained on (h<‘ thii’d day of 
fight ing was not less import a?d t ban that w lueli 
had biM-n won on the- two pi-evious days. 'The 
impoi’lant. points of Soissons ami k’ereen- 
'Pai-dc-nois wen- eaptiu*»*d. In \ain had the 
French (*mlea\oured to gam suflieient tiim- to 
sa\e their im|)oitant reserx es of ammunition, 
eijuipment. ])rovisions and transport. AlosI 
impoitant «»fall was that by t he fall of Soissons. 
which had hained an impoitant supporting 
point lM*hin<l the Fran<-o- 1 bit ish lim-s, lh<» 
tlifh<-ulty of ad\jim-ing on eithei- side t)f it was 
now j-?‘movi-d. 

'The advanced tioe)|)s of tin* ( Jeinians pushod 
on with doubled spi-eil to gain the Marm*. The 
hue laid down for the a<l\am*e on May 2H had 
bi-en rea<-ln‘fl within four and twenty hours, 
ami, imleed, had been exeet-ded by (he still 
fui-ther forward ino\'ement which (’onta had 
given to his <li\isions. 

On .Ma\' tin- (ieiinan attack on Keims wus 
bi'oiight up at ('criiay, but tin- advance' of (he 
eenti-<* and light <»f tin- fa-rmans still continueel 
in oloso tomb witli tin- ictreating FrcMich and 
Fram-oif^’s e*<aps won along its wholo, front tin- 
M)uth slopes <»f tin- bank-^' of tin* Aik-tte-Oise- 
.Xism- (’anal, took (biny, and by the end of (ha 
• lay had reaehe<l tin* watcished betw-eeri tln< 
OisJ* and tin- Aisne. In tin* ewening the 
k'ft of Hutn-r's flank corps umk-r lloffnuuui 
gained touch with Francois and thnwv up a 
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]>ri(!ge-hoa«l between Pontoise and Manicarap, 
and during the night completed its connexion 
with Francois at Camelin and Le Fresno. On 
tlie western extremity of the front of operations 
F^risch’s corps reached the heights to the south 
the Aisno, captured the Mont de Paris, and 
I'oachod the Soissons -Paris roa<l on the high 
ground south of the town. 

I3y tlie morning of May .‘10, Winekler’s and 
\\'i<‘hura's troops were in front of the main line 
of the Frcinch tr(5nc*he*s which extended from 
Kerc-on-Tardenois over the lieights of the Upper 
Our(r<j to the forest of Villers-Cottorcts, wliich 
bloc'ked t h(‘ access to the Marne. Following up 
I he v alley of the Oureq, the Clermans broke 
through the whole tlefensive system of the 
Krerich on a broad front, and, after hard fighting 
during the night, reached the line Oulchy-le- 
( ’bateau — PaiY;y-'’rigny. The advance was not 
made witliout resistance on the part of the 
Kif'ueh, and a considerable force of cavalry 
and infantry advancing from the woods of 
Villers-Cotterets biought the right flank of 
(be (ierinan attack on the river Criso for 
a time to a sfandstill. After defeating this 
attack, tho (Icrmans pushed onwards over 
the riv'or valley and the road loading from 
Soissons to Claiteau Thi<>rry, and penetrated 


to some considerable depth into tho French 
defences. 

On the eastern side of tho battlefield Feld- 
mann's divisions pressed onwards on both sides 
of Cernay nearer to the line of the north-east 
Heims defences. Use’s and Schmettow's corps 
were formed, on May 30, as a single body, whose 
left flank hold the ground before Reims, while 
the right joined on to Conta’s advance towards 
tho south. Bothdny and La Neuvillette wore 
successfully held by tho left of this body, Tho 
watershed between the Vesle and the Ardro 
was captured from Champigny to Sarcy. 
Between Ar(lro and Sernoigno the two corp.s 
prcsso<l forward until they reached Olizy et 
Violaino and PassSy-Grigny. Boohii’s corps 
had reached, on May 29, tho line laid down for 
its advance, and tho next day tho advance to 
tho Marne was continuously pressed. Pressing 
forward thn^ugli tho Forests which lay to tho 
south of Fere-en-Tardenois, before nightfall it 
rc»achod tho Marno at Mont St. Pore, Jaulgonne 
and Treloup. During the night a line was 
(jstablished which 'ran west of Coiiicy and by 
rHorornitago, following the lino of the Marne 
from Braslos and then bent by Vincelles in 
the direction of Passy. Thus the French 
otTensivo of tho previous year was rever ed 
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by the Germans after a four days’ battle, 
and their troops were now on the banks of 
the Marne. Especially was this the tiaso near 
Chateau Tljierry, where an important i*ein- 
forceriiont in the shape of American troops 
now came up on May 31, and took up a position 
north-west of tho town, across the road tlu-ough 
that place from Soissons to Paris, and extended 
to the east as far as Jaulgonno. They were 
able to support tho French there with a con- 
siderable number of maehin<'-guns, and lielped 
to drive back th<* Germans. The next day 
the enemy endeavoured to rush the bridge at 
CTjateau Thierry under cover of the ev4*ning. 
'fhe town was heavily homhar<led and tlie 
attack was also covered by smoke bombs. 
A few of the enemy cont.rivo<l t-o cross, but 
were all made prisont^s, while a good numlu'i* 
were destroyed by tho mine whieli ble w up 
the bridge. Subsequent attein[)ts to con- 
struct a new oii<' in its pla(*e w(‘re all di t\‘ab‘d. 
The enemy had on this date coin[>lct(Ml tlu* 
occupation of the Manic from the ntdghhonr- 
hood of (’hateau 'I’hicny to Dormans, a length 
of about 10 miles. 

On June 1 the fighting was sc'viui' and con- 
iinuod through the night and tlie next day. 
The French troofis hairing the mad to Paris 
between the Ourcq and tho Marn<' h(‘ld tlu* 
Germans in check, ami in many ]jl»ices inailo 
slight advances. During tho next tw<i days 
the Gormans madi^ fui-t.her efforts on lioth 
sides of tho (Chateau Thierry-Paris road, but 
wore brought to a standstill at Boureschos. 
They failed to cross the Marne at Jaulgonno, 
but pushed on past Chateau Thierry to Mou- 
thiers and Veuilly-la-l*otcrie, and also made 
some progress towards the Forest of Vilh'i’s- 
Cottorots. On the 5th a further attack on 
the Forest failed, as di<l an attempt to cross 
tlie Oiso south of Noyon. Tho tide was 
beginning to turn. The next day tlie Kif^nch, 
with British and American troops, advanced 
against tho Germans, and drove them hack, 
capturing important points in the Veuilly- 
la-Poterie-Bussiares region, the noar<*st point 
to Paris reached by them. 

The British troops on the right of tht? French 
V. Corps, with which they acbul on the castc*i ii 
side of the German salient, liad been com- 
pelled to conform to the retreat of their Ally, 
and withdrew gradually, in the early days of 
June, to the line Aubilly-Charnbrecy-Bouja- 
court, where they took u]i a firm position. 
This the Germans persistently attacked for some 


time longer, and on June 0, they made two 
vigorous attacks on (ho position of the Mou- 
tagne de Bligiiy, which coinniaiided the valley 
of the Arilro ; but in vain. In the language 
of the French gent*ral under whoso ordci-s 
they wei*c now acting: 'Tliey have eiiabliul 

us to establish a harrier against which the 
hostile waves have beaten ami sliattmod tht*m- 
sclves. This none of tlie French who wiliu'ssi tl 
it will c^v'cr forg(*t.” 

For a tiim* at any rate the S<iissoiis-Bchu'; 



GENERAL lELDMANN. 

Commanded a GSerman Army Corps on the 
Western Front. 

olTcnsivc*, like llicii’ two provimis Mtt(‘iiipts, 
was brought to a standstill. 

On June 1) a mw\ pluiM* of' tho battle for 
Paris w^as opf*nof} - this tiim* under the h*adci‘- 
shi]) of the (ilcrman Crown Prince, who took 
the offensive with the /\i'my of von Huticr 
hot ween MontdidM*r and Xoyon. The Prench 
militaiy kuidtU'S were f|iiit,e prepareil for the 
now advanc*<* of von lluti«^r in tliis dir(*(*ti«)n, 
as it was evident that, for tlu? advance on Paris 
it was desirable to lc*.vel up tlu^ (Jennan line 
on the* w«*st of tlu? Oise to bring it into propi-r 
r<*latioiiKbip with \’on B<K*hn's Army lu?twe«‘n 
tho Ois(' and tlu* Marne. 'This ne(?(?ssitated 
a forward movement of (he Gc?rman troops 
on the? Oise*. '^J'hre?** suddt*n uuiveinents had 
in Marcli, April, and May liroughl tlu? (k'rmaii 
Armies far forward inbi tlie Allied fortified 
line, and if was c?vi(h*ntly thought possible 
that a similar mov^ement conduct<*d on the 
saim* plan might be sucTossful once more. 

The. length of the front attack<?d im*asured 
22 mik*H from the sinith of Mont<lidi(?r to tlu* 
south of Noyon. Tlu* grcairid on the right of 
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NOYON. 


[French official photograph . 


thi* nttiU’k WHS 1‘aiily <‘asy, i*onsistiiig of 
iindiilut iiif; |>Iat(Hiux. On flir loft il 
tJiroiif^li thr vvoodt'd and cut-iip ooiintry 
l)ft tia' ()is<‘ and ils fril)ntaiy tla* Mafz, 
wliich, aftar a \(a‘y u iiidin^ aourst*, runs into 
I 1 m* Oisn al Montmacci. I'Im* vallay of this 
htth* ri\'oi* foniM'd tin* (mmiIio lino alon^ wliicli 
\'o!i linficr proposed to make his offensive 
nK»V4‘iru*ril . 

I^'rom midnight on June h the now' usual 
slan t hut intense homhardment was e<nnmeiu*c‘<l, 
aial a- laiii of gas-sla*lls \Nas thrown against 
tla* Ki’eiieh positions. J’he infant I'V attaek 
started 4.‘{tl a.m. It was eondueted with 
extreiia* \ iolenee, ret»ai*<IIess of losses. 'Fla* 
h’lt'iah first liia* then ran hy the nojtli of 
I'ri'toy, south of Uollot, taking in ()r\ilk*rs- 
Soiel, then, going l)y Oanny -sur lSlat then to 
tla* north of I M**ssis-di*- Hoye aial IMemoiit 
to the south of Ouy and Su/,oy. lu'jniiiing tla* 
<>ise to the south of \o\i»n in fiont of .Mont 
Iveiiiual. 'Fhe assault of the (Jermans was 
reeeixt'il with the eu'^tomary lirmia*ss of the 
V'li'ueh troops, N\la> stop])e»l or sKiwed down 
alona various parts of I la* line the ('fforts of 
the eia*my masses. J'la* lighting was of a 
\ er\ obstinate ehai*aeter, e<»nsisting <»f atta<*ks 
w hi«*h wen* dealt with hy eo\mtt'r-at tai*ks. aial 
hy really ohst inate teuaeity, a?al t he fort unes of 
the da\ tha*tuati*il Tims, in tla* eentri'akaig 
tla* \ alk*y of the Ma\t/. the (Germans r«'at*la'd the 
\ illagt's of l^essons and Mareuil. d\> the wi*st 
tlu*y wi'ii* ahle to make hut littk* pi’ogress. 
only attaining tla* i>utsUu’ts of Kuln*seoiirt , 


Fretoy, and Morf(‘mer, hut they could make 
no furtht‘ 1 * progn'ss. On tla* (*ast tho P^'ronch 
still lu*ld the valley of tla* Div^etic at Relval, 
Oann<*etanc*(Mirt, jind Vilk*. 

"During tla* ensuing night, von llutier 
endeavoured to ine!(‘ase his gains, tlirowing his 
stn*ngth on the \ alley of Matz and t rying to 
enlargt* towards tla* wings the ground he Iiatl 
gained. Ih* sia*eeeded in taking his front 
liia* to tla*soutli of (ki\'illy, tla* wood of liivssons. 
and the plateau of H(*llinglise ; hut- on the 
right of his irru|>tion la* was eomplett'ly 
])rought up in front of ('oui‘e»*lk*s, and on his 
k*ft la* only sueceeck'd in just entering tla* 
wood of 'Fhieseourt. 

Tla* next day t hi* ( k*i jnans c*ontima'<l tiair 
efftirls to eiilargt* tla* wt*dge which they had 
driven intv) the Frt‘nc*h lines in the et*nt.i-e, 
ainl for this purpose 1 la*y directed their ehif*f 
efforts along tla* line* l\st i-ee.s- St. Denis, 
the point where tla* railways from ( V)mpiegia’ 
and (’k*rmont joined, and also against Hihe- 
eourt-sur-FOise over the undulating iind open 
])lains through which the highway from Paris 
to Lilk* passi*s. Fighting was carried on with 
great fur\' am I the villagc*s of Mery, lk*lk>y, 
and St. .Main* wert* only lal«*n hythe (k'rmans 
aft(*r .''uff(*ring gi“t*at losses. Fr«)m ( \)ur<*elk*.'s 
to Huheseourt, the Frt*nch k*ft still held its 
ground. In the centre \on Hutier's troops 
only advanced about a mile and a <|uartei, 
reaching Manpieglise and the outskirts of 
Klincourt. On the French right, how<'vt*r, in 
the neighbourhood of "Fhii‘seourt , the assaults 
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of the enemy compelli'i I the al>aiiilnn(iit‘nt 
of till* wood of that name. The ^rouml 

hetween the ^Iiitz and the* Oisi* was of a very 
ent up eharaeter and covered with wo^hIs, 

which enabled the ( h'rinans to advance alom^ 
the l•id^l*s coveied by Iht* snrr<uindititi triMs. 
Kollowinjr their plan of pushing on ^^ma!l 
parties a^s they did in the o])enin^ days at t he 
i’nd of Alare.h they succeeded at last in }mshinj; 
the French out of this wood and delxuicliinjj; 
on to tho plain beyond. 

'This compidlcd tie* l*'rench to fall back 

during tlu^ night of June 10/1 I, and the\ took 
up a line south of X’andelincourl - Anton\ al- 
Kibecoiirt, while a little later si'vi'ie lighting 
look plai*e in the stri‘ets of Macheinont and 
Ik't helicon rt.. The (Jerman progri'ss giavely 
idTected the French position.^ »)n the otlier sidi* 
of the Oise, and they weii* obIige<l to fall back 
from the northc'rn edge of tin* wood to (’aile- 
pont to the foii*st of Laigue and the line 
Ihiilly-d^raey U* \’al. Meanwhile tlie order of 
the ( Jerman advance in t he direct ion of Marque- 
glise and Helloy had expoM'd theii’ right, w hi*re 
I hi* French fiad been able by a counter-attack 
at 10 ]).m. on June 10 to retake the village of 
Mery. At- first, yielding to thi^ violence of tlie 
attack, t Ik^ t^rench tro<>ps fell back to the 
Aronih% a t ribut aiy of t he ( )ise, then, re-toiining, 
they fell ujiori tlie enemy along his whole front 


and re-establi died their line to tlie south of 
I'elloy-St. Main- and Mai J |ueglise. 

(flitfune 11 the I* I’eiich undertook a counter 
attai'k on a large .‘>eaK‘ along a line of 7 A miles 
between Fubescoui l and M . Maur. fhi.Nmoxe 
ment threatenetl tic* (lanlv of the (JiMiuan 
advance on the Mat/, and the Oisr. J'his 
counter-attack was siqiported l)\' tanks and 
was x'ei’V suceesstul. Hy the e\emng it i4‘aeht‘d 
the southi'rn edgi‘ ot h'retoy, ln*ld the plateau 
between Fourcelles an<l Morlemi'i’, pushed on 
a mile and a quarter beyond Midy, arid, having 
taken the ( Jenlis \\‘ood and lkJh>y, reached tin* 
borders of St. Maur. In this biilliant operation 
prisoners were taken and many guns. 
In the meantime, between Mat/, and .\ronde. 
anot hei* effort made b\ the (Jt*rman centre was 
biuMight up short at Antheiiil. 

During the night of ,lune 12 and in the early 
morning of that <!ate t heie was no changi* in 
the general situation. ()n the h' reach left, all 
the attempts of the (Jermans to rt*tiike the 
ground they had just lost w ere unsuccessful, ami 
t he FreiuJi made s« mt* lit 1 le progr ‘ss t »> t In* east- 
of Mery. In tin* centre they continued to 
hold their positions in despite of the violent 
elToits made to thrust 1 h ‘in back to tin* 
Aronde. On their right the Fiench, hanging 
on to the sout hein sides of Chevincourt and 
Marest, stopped the adv^am*!* oxer the lower 
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Matz, but the Germans renewed their attacks, 
and after a time succeeded in capturing 
M61icocq. 

A further fresh attack developed on the 
morning of Juno 12 between the Aisne and the 
forest of Retz. Von Boehn resumed his 
offcinsive inovomont, and severe fighting took 
plac(? round the villages of Dommiers, Cuti*y 
and Ambl6ny. 

This prtictically marked the close of the new 
German offensive. In the evening French 
counter-attacks thrust })ack tlie enemy beyond 
Matz, and Melicoccj and Croix Ricard were 
retaken. 

On the ncixt <lay, although the Germans 
tiied advancing from their right in a new 
€-ffort direct e<l against tlni Frtaich position 
from Courcellc‘s to the north of Mery, they 
were not able even to r(’ia.(th their objective, 
and tJiey w<‘r(5 driven back with heavy loss. 
In this and on the ]3rovious day’s fighting 
the Fn'Jich <*aptui*ed in addition to a good 
many prisoners 19 guns, of which 11 were of 
heavy ealibre.. Von Tlutier then gave up fiis 
otfensive. In the meantime, to the south <»f 
the Aisne, von Jhxdin’s troops had contiiiucnl 
the advance begun on the morning of Juno 12, 
between tlu^ v\\<^v and the forest of Red/.. 
They captured ‘the villages of St. Pierrc'-Aiglc 
and Ccxjuvn's, and managed to retain the out- 
skirts of Laversine, and thus reached the 


depression on the other side of which was the 
plain of Morte Fontaine, but all their efforts 
to debouch from these villages were in 
vain. 

On June 15 the French were able by a smart 
counter-attack to retake Coeuvres, and thus 
put an end to .the fighting. For both von 
Hutier and von Boehn were brought* to a 
standstill, and their eifoils which they had 
begun on June 9 had been of little advantage 
to them. 

On June 18 von Below attempted to improve 
the position, and to capture the town of Reims, 
which had so long formed the object of German* 
ambitions. After a preliminary bombardment 
as the day was failing, three German divisions 
were sent forward along llio K(^mieii*cle t>f 
trenches wbieh the French held between tlie 
slopes of Remy on the w’ost of Rtdins, and the 
fort lk)mp(dlo on the* east side of the town. 

crummy obtained no successes whatever, 
and was driven back with very lu^avy losses, 
nor <lid ho. try to make any further attack in 
this dirc'ction. 'Pbis may b(? said to close the 
battle, and for a titne, at any rate, there was 
no further effort of’ the (Jermans to irnprov*' 
their ]K)sition to the soutliern portion of the 
acivance against Amiens. It w^as becoming 
more and more evideiit that the tina^ would 
soon he at hand wlum the Kreneh could assuna* 
the offensive against them. 
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RUINS OF FORT LA 

While tlio hail hi'en m)in^ on on tho 

Soissona-Koiins st'^inetii of tlu’i Allied front, 
there luul bet'ii littl<‘ of moment on the re- 
inaindt^r of the* line, hut. on May 27 then* 
was a fairly important ^ain by t he Allien nouth 
of Ypn^-^. 

On ^lay 27 the 0(‘rmans madi‘ an attaek 
between liOere and Voorme'/.<*el<v the attaeU 
was delivertMl between 4 and ii in the morning 
after a sharp bombardment on a. front of about 
0 milt's, from nt'ar l^oeit^ to Kruis St raat hook, 
near X'oormt'zt'olt'. 'rh(* St h, r>(Jth and oHth 
Oennau ])i\’isions and I ht< Kith Bavarians 
wi're t'lipiged in t ht* ti^ht tn^, and W(‘J’»‘ unsue- 
ct'ssful exeept north of Kemmt'k towards La. 
(dyte and wt'st of Voorme/eele tovtards l)iel«?- 
buseh l\.ak<'. At both t lu'se jjiaeeis the ( Jermaiis 
math' somt' ])r()jjrress against the 1^4‘eneh holding 
th(^ trenehes tht*re ; especially was this tln' ease 
a Httlt» north of Kidm^ W’ood, towards the east 
of tht' lakt% but this was the limit of I lit? ( Jerman 
sueei'sses. l?y mitl-day tht'y wen? held at all 
thesi' points; during thtr a.ft(?rnoon a good 
dt'al t)f the grountl was regainetl, and on the 
morning of the next day a. eoneentrateil 
counter -attaek regained the whole of tlie 
positions lost. A few prisoiit'rs and some 
tnachint?-guns wt?ro taken by <?ither sidi*. 

On the Sf)uthern or Sornme area r)f battle, 
the American troops attaek(?d tlu? (Jerman.- 
about a mile and a quarter north of Mont - 
<lidier, aiming against the salient in the* ( Jerman 
line there. This they eaptun*d, taking the 
village of ("antigny and some 140 pri.soners, 
'rhis was the first definite operation of any 
magi^itude undertaken by tlu? Americans, was 
well fouglit, and was a proof that the Ameru-aii 
Army posse.ssed definite w’orth for rjtTensivi* 
operations. 


l^OMFKLLH, KHIMS. 

On .Tune ,4 a eonsiderahh^ improvement was 
made in the British line by the (‘aptuio t)f the 
hill known as Mont, ile Xh'rris, wt'st. of the 
\'illag4‘ of that nanu*. 'Tlu? troops engaged 
were the 20f h Division and the 1st. Australian 
Division, the formc'r under Major-( Jiineral D. K. 
Cayley, the si'cond undc'r Major-General Sir 



[f'litir hifi\ /jJifito, 

MAJOR-GENERAL D. E. CAYLEY, G.M.G. 
Commanded the 29th Division. 


If. D. Walker, ddie attack was a (?omploto 
siK'cess, and flu? position gained was of great 
benefit to us ; 400 pri.soners w'<;re t.ak(?n from 

the (Jermans. Tla*re was also on this flay a 
gfiod fjeal of minor fighting ahont Av^eluy 
W'ood and in tho neighbourhood f)f the J^iawo 
River and M<*rvill<‘. 
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jA^t US now see what was done by our ainnen 
cliiriiifT tho month. With the coining of May, 
t lie long nights and brighter days favoured the 
operations in the air ; although at tho beginning 
of the month, and occasionally through it, there 
were periods w’hen, oudng to mist and rain, 
the work of the aviators was much limite<l, 
gf-adually, hut surely, during tlie period under 
review, our airnaai gained a df*oided pre- 
dominance. The eiK'iuy, of course, denied 
this, but tlie statist i(‘K as to the relative gains 
on either sid(? show most clearly which w^as t he 
superior, not only on the immediate front of 
battle, but also far behind the enemy’s lin(‘s. 

On May 2, although the weather was not 
]mrti(rulaiiy favourable, being somewhat misty, 
in ailditioii to the ordinary work of reconnais- 
sance and artillery observation, five and a half 
tons of bombs were dro])ped by us on Chaidnc^s, 
.liiniville railway junction, Hapaumo and Caix 
(luring th(^ night of May 2-3, and three very 
h(‘avy bombs were also drop[»ed from a low 
hiaght on the lo(!k gates at Zecjbrugge. 'PIk? 
acdual fighting in the air was severe, and 14 
tierman matthines were craslied down and four 
other’s eom]M*lled to desccaid out of control, 
Nvherens only fivo of our machines wen; missing. 

The Carlshiitte works were struck, as also 


were the station and gasworks All of our 
machines returned in safety. On this day the 
weather facilitated the work of the British 
airmen, a large number of reconnaissances won' 
carried out and photogi'a|)lis taken, and the 
fire of the artillery was much facilitated. Over 
20 tons of bombs were dropped on Chaulnes as 
before, Tournai and Bassee stations and on 
Kstaires, .Marcelcave, Melin, Coniines and 
Middelkcrke. The actual fighting in the air 
increased in intensity, anti continued all tlay. 
Tw^enty-eight (lerman machines wwe brought 
down and five otht;rs coiufielled to descent I . 
Our anti-aircraft gunners brought down three 
( ferman machint's which had managed to come 
over t)ur lines All this was done with a loss 
of only 1 1 of our machines. With night a 
thick mist set in ovei* most of tho front, but 
still our airmen contrivetl to drop about twt) 
tons of bombs on Chaulnes and .Junivilk* 
i-ailway junctions, and the whole of the machines 
♦ ‘iigaged in tliis work caint* bat*k w ithout loss 
The next day the mist lasted till the afternoon, 
w'hen the w'eather slightly cleared and allowed 
some w'ork to bo doia*. llowevn;!*, although 
there was little fighting in tla; air, our men 
brought down one (k^rman aeroplane and four 
others w’ere driven down out of control. Twm) 
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of our machines were missing, against which 
may be set off two of those reported as missing 
on May 3, which turned up. We again <U<i 
bombing at night without any casualties to 
our own aviators. 

The French during this time had done ecpuilly 
good work, accounting for 34 enemy machines, 
against which the (Icrmaris clainu'd to have 
shot down 25. The weath(*r now lu'caine too 
had for much work in the air. There hati been 
a great deal of rain and also mist, hut on 
May 6, after the rain liad stopped, at 5 p.m., 
our airmen de.stroyetl six (hM'Ukan nuu'hines at- 
a cost to tliemselvcs of only twc», and the' 
French brought <lown six, wlnlt‘ Id wrve seen 
to fall in a (lamaged <*ondition. 'Flit' French, 
moreover, droj)p<'d four and a half tons of 
bombs on tlic* railway stations of Flavill«‘- 
.Martel, Mennessis, Tfam, (Juiscard, Xoyon and 
Vermaiid. Then' was only one advantage \\«^ 
gained from the weather, which is that it 
materially increasc'd tht' (h'rman diflitailties 
in moving troops and transport in (lie shell - 
(levastated areas in Flaiidc'is : ind(M*d, hum Ii 
of the country liad V>ccome a mere (|uagiiun‘. 
One of onr ]nlots had a thrilling ('xperien<*<‘ 
during this period. Ileing out reconnoitring, 
he came across an (‘nemy patrol of 12 machines. 
Notwithstanding tho eiionnons disparity of 
miinbers, he attacked tln' rcarnuKst, one, which 
was flying at a greater h<*ight than the others. 
The Oermaii <lipped t-o <ivoi<l him, hut the 
Fnglislinian followed u|> and, tiring at short 
range, sent the hostile' machine out of c'oiitrol 
to the? groiuid. Those of the e'laMiiy ha<l 
meanwhile turned on the Kiiglishmaii. Putting 
hi.s tujroplane into a spin he* went whirling elown 
through them, hut his control was shot away 
anel his machiiM' phinge'd down to within a 
f«*w hundnMl fc<*t of the* earth, wlu'n it fortu- 
nately flatU'iu'el «mt t)f its own accorel. Tin- 
sudden strain hi’okc tin* lm<*k of the machiiM-, 
it snapped in lialf, and tin- fuselage' hi’e>ke‘ 
itunuidiately uiide*r the? pilejt’s se-at. Me*au- 
while the? latter, se*eing what was e*e)iiiing, 
hael uiielone his hc'lt. was fortunatf?ly thre)WM 
ck'ar e)f th(' maedhiie', a?iel re»ache-d the* gre)uiiel 
in safety. Tla? ene-my, fe blowing, ope-iie-el with 
their machine-guns, e*e)ming dovMi to epiite* 
close? range, within soiiie? 30 fce*t, e)n our a\ iate»r ; 
he c''e">iild emly ro])ly with his revolve-r, hut 
happily the Knglish infantry, with tlu*ir 
machine-guns e;luse» at liaiiel, w<*re* ahk* tej bring 
se> seve.ie a hail e:>f bullets on the (iermans that 
they turned anel flew hack. 


On May (i one British mae'hinc fought four 
German triplaiu^s and one' .se-eiut ; shot dt>wn 
two of tht> fe>nnt'r anel eame' home' safe. 

On ^lay 7 flying was again impossible till 
after 5 j).m. enving te» the rain, 'riu^ weather 
them cle'are'el sudelenly and mir machines we'ub 
out on their usual diilie's. In the' .ee>urse' e>f 
the'st' a st'vere' light toe)k place* in the* lu'ighheair- 
heaxl of Oeaiai, in which e*ight Ge'rman machine's 
we're>aex'e)mit('d for; in additieinto t his succe?ssl iil 
light feuir e)11u*rs wc'i’e* hreaight ele>wn at eliffeMe uI 



[(Jl/t*- i *t pHufOur r^k. 

ANTI-AIRCRAFT CUN. 


points and e^ne* (k?rniau eihsf'rv’al ie)n halleioii 
S4»nt ele)Wii in tlamcs. 'The'se? succe*SHe?s we*re? 
e)htai!ie>el \\’itlie>nt any loss to «)urst?lves. 'The 
Ih'Igians at the? ne)rth wea-e* a.lse> Kue*c.e?ssful, 
setting fire* te) twe) (ie'rmari ol>scrva.t ie)n balloons 
iie'eir Zarrf>n anel crashing <le)wn an ae?re)plan(? 
in the? Ih'lgiari linens ne?ar \Ve*stvle-t4*ren. 

On May 8, the h(*avy mist which hung ove*r 
the? liiu?s sejuth of Arras pre-ve-nf (*(l alme?st. all 
air-work in that pant eaf the* fie-kl, })ut in the- 
ne)rthe?rn peaitieaii, whe*re- e-on<lifions we-re? rnor*? 
favonraihk*, se-ve-re? fighting took plaie.-o in the? 
aiir throughout the whe)le* day. Tw<*rity-t\\ o 
he)stile machine-H were hrought fle)wn auuJ Ke?v«*u 
others diivem elown eaif e>f ceantreal, while* 
amothcr (k»nnaii aviator was shot down by 
machine-gun tire* frf>m the? grouml. ''Dicse-, 
gains wf*re? made? at a e-eist eaf se?ve?n of our 
own machines missing. The night was soine- 
wliat misty and ve*ry little? wejrk could he 
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done, but both Douai and Marcoing were flow to attack thorn notwithstanding the heavy 
bombed without any loss to us. handicap. The fight had hardly commenced 

Whenever possible our airmen carried out when two other flights of German machines 

th(‘ir work, and this sometimes led to gieat ad- came up, making a total of 20 against our two. 

ventures. Kor insbmee, on the evoningof May 7 Nevertheless, our men continued to attack. 



TWO AGAINST TWENTY. 

A in the air. 

two of owr battlt'-planes, each carrying a pilot A scries of rapid manccuvrcs took place, as 

;u u I observer, w'cro over our front seeking for the our men swooped over and imcVr tho German 

t'uemy, and had proceeded so far as to be well macliinos, seeking to attack under fav )ijrable 

behind the German linos. Hero they saw seven conditions, pouring out a rapid fire from their 

of the enemy’s scouting machines, aiul at onct^ machine-guns 'wherever they could bring them 
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to bear on an enemy aviator. Aflor a few 
minutes, one of the latter suddenly dropped 
down, leaving a trail of fire across the tn'enint; 
sky. Of so von other Cernian pianos following 
up three suffered a like fate, of which the tirst 
went down in a blaze of flame. Five others 
of the enemy wore so riddled with hiilk'ts that 
they were forced to abandon the fight, and wore 
soon to dive in a homoAvard <lirectiuii. This 
left seven inachiiu's against our men, who, 
by this time, had no more amtnunition U ft and 
were coinpelletl to withdraw. This they tli<l 
in safety. Between the two they had ac- 
counted for eight out of the original whili‘ 
they had compelled the remaining 12 to st ok 
safety in flight. It may bo ailded that on tht‘ 
following day the same two aviators fo\ightfour 
more engagements, in which they crasliod d<4wn 
one (3(*rman machiiK^ and dro\M' three (►th<‘rs 
to the ground out of control. 

May 0 was a cloudless day and our airmen 
s}u)we<l great activity. Bc'sak's tlaar ordinary 
work of reconnoitring and taking i)hotographs 
and aiding the artill<*ry, they k‘t fa.ll 24 tons 
of bombs on various targets. Seven? tighting 
took placH? in the air, (‘specially towards tin* 
end of the day. Tw(?nty-s(?vcn (icrman 
machines w'oro brought down and 12 others 
driven out of control and one of their 
observation balloons was d(‘stroyod. Wo lost 
six of our aeroplanes. 



LIEUT. fonc:k, 

'fhe fumouH French avSutor. 

It wUhS at this thne that tlu' U(‘rmaii airmen 
taken ])risoner bt?gan to t(‘ll our mt‘n bow 
mu<;h tliey laid suth'n'd from tluMu. It was 
stated that the Uermau air fore(‘s liad lost 
some 700 ])ilots and o})S('rv(‘rs since the 
beginning (^f the ofT(?nsiv(? (if March 21. One 
r(‘eonnaissane('! flight akjne lost 120 of its 
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i(fffuuu / hotogfaph^ 

BRITISH TRANSPORT CROSSING A PONTOON BRIDGE ON THE MARNE. 


incM. oxpirsst'd ndniirat ioti for nur 

Mxintors, hut c*xplaiiicd that in flicii* opinion 
<mr inarhiiK's vvoio htdita* tlian thr (Ji'rinan. 

Lioutonant Konrk, tin* woll-known Fri*n<*li 
axiiitoi*, during (wo patrol flights on May 
hroii^ht down no l<’!ss than six (Jorman aoro* 
plant's. On tlu* (irst of thoso ho hnai^ht 
down twt> within Id st't'onds : tlu* third, li\f 
ininutt's aftc'rwards. lit* tlu*n rt'tuiiu'tl to his 
afi*o< I ronu*, aiul aftt'r a hi*it*f rost \Nt*nt. off 
a^ain. During tlu* st cond flight lu^ hrt>tiglit 
down thivt* inort' (k'l'Tiian t \\ o-st'ators in lfs.'> 
than tivi* minutes. 'rwti of our airmt*n hatl 
perform(*d a similar teat, hut Fonek was the 
first h''’t*nehnum to tlo so. 'Thest' last sueeesses 
ga\t‘ him tlu* ht*ad seot-e on tiu' Fi’t*neh sidt‘. 

May 10 tis unfit\ t>urahle foi- air work ft)r 
tlu* git'ati'i* portit)!! t>f tlu* .\lli(*d line. Ht*re 
and thi're, tht*rt* was sonu* aetix ity, in w hieh 
IT (Jt'rman inaehines wt're atu’ountetl for, hut 
at a loss to our ow ti t>f nine. 

'The nt*xt (hiy was t'(|ually unfavtaii’ahle. 
hut still soitu* wt>rk was dtaie. Imt t)nly t>ni- 
ht)stilt> machine was brought dtnvn. On the 
t>t her haiul, w t* lost IwtK d'lu* French alstt 
did good work t)n (ht'se two days, bringing 
down or damaging 10 enemy machines aiul 
stating a captive halltton on firt*. 'Fhey also 


tlrt>ppt'<i si>nu* se\t*n ions of hoinhs. 'riie 
(Jt'rnian rt‘porl on tlu* fighting on May 10 ami 
II wtis thid tlu'\ had slu)l down 10 ent*m\ 
at*rt)planes : this is \ ery lu'arly tlouhlt* w hat 
our rt*t urns show ed. vi/.., 1 he (k'rman lt>sst*s, 17; 
<uir losses, II. If they atldecl in ttte six we 
l(»st t)n Mtiy 0, then altog»'tlu*r IT, \t hile our 
.seta't* woultl ht* rtiist'd tt) 4.T. 

On Mtiy la gi'eat d«‘al i)f work was dtau* 
by t)iir air wariit»rs: from thiwn till dtuk 24 
tt>ns of homhs were tiroppt'd on 'I\>urnai, 
(’ourirtii, (’haulms, Dttuai, Hapciumt*, Mt'uin, 
tlu* ri\t‘r Somme and tlu* Zeehruggt* (’ana!. 
'Tlu* t*nt*my wtts ttlso aeti\t* in tin* t-arly liiorning 
and again in the e\t*ning; Iu)s1i}e st'outs 
attacking our homhing maehint's with par- 
ticular \ igour ; ne\ erl helt*ss, we hi-ought dt)wn 
:1T (Jerman a('rt>plaiu*s ami one was sht>t down 
by t>ur itnti-aireraft . We lost II. Bombing 
was t*ontinut*tf aftt'r tiark by t)ur night-flying 
aviatt)rs, wlu» drt)ppt*d ovt*r I 4 tons t)f hoinhs. 
■^rhis tlay aUo marked an important raitl into 
Germany. Farly in tlu* inta’iiing <jur machines 
set t>ut to hoinh tlu* factt)ries anti railway 
statitai at Saarhriickt*n. Tht*y were mt*t while 
ero.ssiiig the (h*rinan lines by 10 hostile scouts, 
anti t)ur men hatl tt) fight the wdiole way to 
tlit'ir t)hjt*ctivt*, ami by the tiim* Saarhr{u*kt*n 
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was roochoil 25 hostilo inaoliinc's liad colhH-tt'd 
against thoia and attiifkod with grt'at vigtnir. 
In spito of all this, h')w»*vtM*, 24 h(‘avv h<»inh> 
w(*n'. dropped on our ol)ji't‘t i\t*s, sfvt'ral hursts 
woro soon on tla^ railway and a fir<‘ \va>» started. 
Having done tlaar woi*k, nur a^ruplain-s then 
turned tladr atteritinn t<> tin* eiunny's fighting 
niaehines, fiv<' of whieli w(m* 4' hrought down. 
W'e lost 4^>nly one on* tln' whole expedition. 
'The; Kn^neh did a gooil day's work aho on 
this dat*'. Sexfiitt'en ( Jt'nnafi inaahino-* wiao 
hrought down and one iuoim* was dnnoli^luxl 
l»y the afit i-air<'raff guns ; four <‘nemy « apti\« 
halloons w('r<* also set on 

May 1() was an iinpoi-tant ilay for oui air 
forties. A grc'at dj'al of »’4‘(‘onnoit l ing work 
was doin', and a largt' amount of i t'gisl rat ion 
for the artilh'i y. d\v<*nt \ -t hrec t4»ns of hoinhs 
were droppt'd on inip4)rtant lailway staifioiis, 
at'rodronu’is and billets, ddu' aetual war in 
the air was inlt'usi’ in (la* (‘arl\ morning and 
in the evt'ning. Thirty hostik* maehiia's w<*r<‘ 
brought down, and fi\'4‘ otlaas driv en down out 
of eont.rol. 'Two more* were shot dovv n by oui* 
anti-aircraft ai'tillery. 'Two hostile machines 
wi‘ri‘ compelled t«j land behind our lim*s, 
and dining the night oia^ (Jot ha was also 
e( inptdled to land behind our trt ia hi's. 
'This total of 40 nau'liiiK's accounted for was 


{±) 

won by a loss of only tivi' to us. During the 
night. (oi», a further 10.1 tons of bombs wcie 
droppt'd 4)11 various railway stations and 
billi'ts in the m‘ighbourhoo<l of Danaumt', 
IVronne and Ihtsieres. It was this eoi stant. 
worrying at t la* i <‘sting pljices of tlu' (Ji'rman 
tioops vv hic*li piotha-eii a 4 4»nsiilerabli' diminu- 
tion in tht' lighting eapaeilv of tlu' (Ji'iinan 
infant rv. 

It wtaild be wrong in>| (»> reetHmt '^ome of 
tin' 4*\ploils of (la* ( Jt'rm.m av iators. k'or 
instaiaa*. on the nighi of Juia* 15 |(i t hev 
<troppt'<) bombs on I h<‘ Delgian Hospital at 
(’alais. .\ few »lavs later tla'V ma<k’ a <l« ter 
mint'd attack on lair huge hospitals near 
I'haplt's. 'rht'v must havt' known perteetlv 
well that tlu'si' were ht)spitals, f^>r tla'V wen' 
maikt'd with a Ked ('loss, and as th«'V 
wi're right tkiwn «»n the t t>a.-;t I ht'V eouM 
not havt' bt'i'n inli'iidt'd for any active militau'V 
pui‘j)ost‘. Mt)i‘t‘ov er, there wais no mililai'V' 
taigt't amywli»'i-e within range tif I ht' hospitads. 
'This no doubt was tiu' reason why they wi'ie 
NO btiltlly atlaekt'd, bt'cause flit' ( lermans knt'W 
that little resistance et>nld be offert'tl. (li'iinan 
at'roplant's timing tht' tlayliglit haul oflt'ii bet'ii 
set'll tivt'r this part, aiml they must haivt* 
kimvvn without a shallow of dtaibt thait 1 ht'V 
wert' Kt'tl ( h'oss est ad)lishment s, as t ht'V wert* 
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markod most distinctly. The ho.spital hnt. 
contained large iiumbtMs of badly wounded 
men nnrUirgoing treatment, to whom rest 
mid tranquillity was everything, and it was 
for this r(;ason that they woir^ taken far down 
from the front. Only the night nui*ses and 
attendants were in the w'ard keeping watch 
<jvr‘r th(5 [jatients and ready to attend to their 
wants, when suddenly thi^ noise of aeroplaiK* 
engines was heard, and tlien, without the 
sliglit(*st waiTiing, bomb aft(*r bomb fell crashing 
amongst the huts, killing the wounded, pound- 
ing the* wards nut of all shape, and then turning 
machin<^-gun lii<' on tluMu from a low elevation. 
'Phe (icrmans wen^ out to kill, atid thc! fact 
that those whom tla^y inttaided to d<‘slroy 
were hcifiless invalids, who could do nothing to 
sav<; th(“inH(?lv<‘s, only made it another reason 
why the atta(;k should be made. They saw 
what they were doing. Th(^y meant to do it. 
It was an orgy of bloody lust. 'Plie accounts 
of shraptu'l bombs are luaiscnse ; it was ma<‘hiiic- 
gnn (ii’o from low (elevation. 

There w(*re a few anti-aircraft guns in thc‘ 
neighbourhood, and these were u.sed against, 
ihi' (Jermans, and one a(‘roplano w^as brought 
down. 'Phe ollicor in charge spoke perh^ct Kng- 
lish, and claimed to have Ix'cn in the Gorman 
diplomatic service before thi' war. When lu> 


vas asked why he bombed our hospitals he dis- 
claimed all knowledge of having done so, and 
said : “If you will insist upon putting your 
hospitals near railways you will get them 
bombed.” 

It was at this time that a question was put 
to the Imperial German Chancellor in the 
Reichstag concerning protection against air 
attaciks. He said “ that perfectly sure methods 
of preventing air raids do not exist. Jn the 
first )>laee eomos good anti-aircraft <lefence ; 
then the menace of reprisals against the enemy 
capitals. The Army administi’ation is active 
in both directions.” “According <o ncwspapcM- 
reports,” said the Gorman ('hancellor, “ serious 
and urgent voices were raiscil in the French 
('homl>cr, and especially in lh(‘ iMunicipal 
Council of Paris, in favour of an agreement 
amongst the bclligoronts as to the cessation of 
air attacks against towns outside the zone of 
opiTations. This so far has not led to definite 
proposals from the enemy’.s side. Should this 
happen, military quarter's would fiist be 
charged with tbe^ examination of tlie pro- 
posal.” Thc^ Germans w'ore beginning to find 
that the mc‘dioino they had so long served out 
to France and England was now being given 
to them, and the Rhine towns w’ere receiving 
the same treat-ment they had so oftt'n given 
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AN OUTPOST ON 

to their adxc'r.saiirs. In aecordancr with 
(lOi’iiuin psyrliology llioy at oiu*c !K‘gaii to 
howl at the* wickedness of honibardinir their 
towns ! 

During all this linx' thi'y kept up the long- 
rango fire on Paris, and from Alareli 21 to .lime 
10 they fin'd 43 sliells into Paris, killing 34 
people and w<aniding 01. 

The hoinbing of tlu' aininuniti<»n dinnp>. 
bivouacs and niilitai y j)oints in t lu' etmntiy 
iininediat(*ly ])ebi!id tlu' l^’ront went on 
incessantly, for th(' weather wjis now i'a\ ounililt' 
to our aviators. It also revixed tin* (lerinan 
efforts to deal wit!) I hem, aial on more than <m<* 
(jccasion the- so-callc’d “ trav<’llitig circuses, ’ 
/.c., sp(*cially organi/-('d aeroplane scpiadrons, 
the members of which were of a picki'd 
('haractei. made many '’fforts against ' tboir 
Hritish opponents. (lermans- bad one 

(‘xct'llent f)lan. d’he aeroplaiu's (d* the.-,«* 

circuses were usually pi(daires(piely painted, 
and so were easy t(j (list inuuisli, which was 
pn^cisely what our men wanted. 

On May 17 oia^ of tlu'se (’oml)inat ions came 
into collision with some' iOnglisli aviators. The 
battle swayed backward and forward for some 
time, but at last the British airmen drov(^ down 
three of their oppon(*nts, and the rest, with 
great prudence, retired. 

Similar fighting went on whenever a ehanec 
occurred. On Alay 10 our aviators brought 
down 30, but on this occasion they k^st 12 of 
their pilots. On May 20 Landau in Oermany 


nil t>hoU%ritph. 

A CANAL BANK. 

was visited and a ton of bombs droppt'd on 
barracks, gasworks and r ailway slat ions ; fr'oni 
this daylight raid onr* iiurehiiu's r-i'tiirrred 
wit liont mry loss. 

'I'lie i\olnls('hr nng e\pi('sst'd in no 

na‘asm«‘d tcM’ms its indignation that- tin* 
lOnti'rrle airrnr'n should havo selr'cled May 17, 
/.c., W’hitsnnl id(', for* lh(‘ir* raid on Cologne, 
which was their first, in which 23 peiscais wc'ro 
said to be, kilt'd, and 17 wonndjMl. 'I'his is 
Munewhat amusing, her ansi' all this time the 
(h'l’mans were l)oml)ai’ding Paris, not earing 
the li-ast where tin- shells fell. ()>ir rriiinen, 
W'h(‘n fh«‘V bomirar-ded ('ologne, look eai-e only 
to drop on objeets of sonu' military value ; 
mort'ON'ei’, (Ml ^\'llit Sunday itself, a big air* raid 
wrrs rnadi' on Londoit, in which 14 wert* killed 
and 170 injured, aral tla'ii* l)ombing e\|)(Mlit ion 
dirt'cted against the hospitals at. Ktaples on 
the same datf* pr’odneed 3()t) «*asualties. After 
this, dir(' no dunbt to the impiov(*d air deh'nces 
of London, all attempts oti onr capital (M-asod. 
Sona'thing rdso was puOrably due to the fact 
that W(‘ wore now' in a position to homb lb' 
llheinisb towns, and they did not lik«* it. 

On May 21, 'Drionville, Mrt/, and Coblen/. on 
the llliirrn w’cre also bomhed. It rnay ln*re, be 
remarketl that sinet^ thr* opening of liostilities 
orr March 21 oui* airmen brought dowrr l,tMM) 
(terman inaehineH and <lropped moi‘e, Hum 
1,000 tons of l)f)ml)s over- the enemy's lira's. 

May 24 saw' two fmtlie?- raids into Oeiinarry, 
one on Mannheim aral the other on Iho station 
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at Kivurtewald, just oast of Saarbriickoii, and 
in tho morning of tho next day tho inueh- 
botnbod Molz-Sablons station was again 
dosod. 

"riioiv can bo iu» doubt that tho frc<nioncy 
and siK'coss of our raids haii producofi a great 
t^ffoct on tho (torinan air forces. They wanted 
tf) stop them, but they maintained a strict 
dofonsivo for this ])urpose. One of the conflicts 
wliich ensnod, and there were many of thtnn, is 
worthy of a spc'cial (iescription. On Whit 
Monday a number of German aeroplanes 
attacked two British machint\s which worn in 
seaiM'h of adventure. One of th(' latter closed 
with an enemy and fired into him at close range. 
At the same time a se<*ond enemy machine 
attacked the British pilot from above and sot 
his machine on fire, and down he droppe<l some 
2,500 feet, in the course of which in some' 
miraculous way the occ\ipanta succeedetl in 
extinguishing the fire and then flattened out. 


'Idle second British aeroplane had meanwhih' 
engaged a hostile machine, diving on it from 
above, when he sti’uck the German machitie 
and had the cover of his right-hand top plane 
ripped away, 'riiis seriously affected his 
stability, but, notwithstanding hia own distrtMiH, 
he mameuvred in the direction of the opponent 
whow’as still dropping earthwards, ami, attack- 
ing him, forced him to abandon 4:he pui-suit. 
\ow the first British plane attacked, having 
managed to recover, attacked in liis turn tho 
German himself with his machine-gun. d^ho 
German was winginl and aliandoned the fight 
and the whole of his companions accompanied 
him. The tw’o British aviatom, although in 
somewhat * parlous plight, managed to reach 
their home with very little injury. Machines 
manned in this way take a gi*eat deal of beating, 
and thus at the end of May our air service stood 
in a dominating position over that of their 
adversaries. 


CHAPTER CCLXXIV 


THE ALLIES IN THE MEDITER- 
RANEAN. 


The Mediterranean Problem — Allies Operate in Se<’tors — Allied Naval Counoil — Sub- 
marine Hunting — Allied Bases -The French Navy's Work -Italy and the Austrian Fleet 
— Italian Heroes — Arrival of the Americans— Their Suhmarine-C -hasers 'Fhe Otranto 
Barrage — Drifters at Work — Venice Defences— The Japanese Navy Ailikd Coopera- 
tion IN THE Air — Raids — The Allied Achievement. 


O F the Hiaiiy problems that (ionfronted 
the Allies durin;;; the Creat War, few 
were more complex tlian those of 
the Eastern Mediterranean. Tlu* 
<Titry of Turkey into the struggle not only led 
to the Gallipoli Expedition, hut by making 
Viostile the coasts of Asia Minor and Syria, 
necessitated the presence anii action thej*e 
of Allied naval forces. The evacuation of 
the Peninsula occurred in ,lainmry, 191f», 
but before this Gorman U-boats had 
appeared in those waters, and the siih- 
tnanne had become a ser’ous mena<?e to the 
transport and roinforeornent of troops to 
Egypt and the /^'gean, as well as to th<^ keeping 
open of the Mediterranean route for comiiierce. 

The position in the Balkans towards the 
end of 1915 became extremely ditlicult, Sca-bia 
was invaded, Bulgaria’s army was concentrated 
on her frontier, and King Constantine of 
Gri^ece maintained an attitude of armed 
neutrality. Great Britain and France deter- 
mined on military action, and early in October, 
1916, the first units of the Exjieditionary 
Force landed at Salonika. This was an 
additional tax on the Allied naval forces, for 
the stream of transports and supply ships 
increased, and thus a larger target was 
presented to the submarines. Special preven- 
tive measures were called for, and put in train. 
Vol. XVra.— Part 234 


W^hen Bulgaria definitely joined with Germany 
Serbia lay at the mercy of the enemy. The 
plight of the. Serbians wnnit from bad to wors(% 
and thc^ir rescue !>ecame the imperative and 
immediate duty of the Allies. The French 
and Italian Navie.s, with British (;or>peration, 
successfully evacuated the reiniuints of the 
Army and the (5ivil population, transferring 
tliem to Corfu, w'hich was occupied by the 
Allies in January, 1916. With an ever- 
increasing force at Salonika iilying entirely on 
sea communications, and with Italy occupied in 
the triable task of defending her land fi;Qn tiers, 
creating and dispatching a military force to 
Albania to noplace the Serbian Army resting 
and reconstructing at Corfu, and keeping a 
watch by sea on the Austrian Navy, the 
Allied position was one of grave anxiety. The 
change of events in Gnuu^e at thc^ end of 1916 
— the abclication of King (Vinstaritine and a 
rever-sal of the country’s policy - sornewliat 
relieved th(< anxiety. It was sea-[)ower which 
finally helped to (ilear an otherwise obscure 
situation. The silent relentless grip of the 
Naval forces in the North Sea was effective 
from the beginning of the war bc»eause of the 
unity of command. Only the British Navy 
was concerned ; it acted immediately and in 
accordance with a definite strategical plan. 
The Mediterranean presented a totally different 
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FRENCH ANTI-SUBMARINE 75mm. GUN IN A MERCHANT SHIP. 


probloin, but once the Powers (*o!u*<*irH‘<l 
evolved a co-ordinated strategical plan, their 
efforts were effective, and played a vital part 
in the final x ietory of the Allied cause. 

When the British Fleet “moved” to its 
war stations on .luly 29, 1914, France promptly 
dispatched her squadrons from the Northern 
(yoast to the MeditcMTaiu^in. The coming of 
Italy into the war on May 23, 1915, added 
materially to the Allied naval strength, but 
it did not promote unity of command. The 
Mediterranean was divided into vai’ious setd-ors. 
Fiaeh Allied Pow<u' — Great Britain, France, 
and Italy — was responsible f<»r certain of these 
sectoi*s. It was nec^essary to prov'idt^ against 
any attempt of the Austrian Fleid <‘ithc*r to 
carry out raids or to chalhaige a dcHusive laigage- 
ment. At tiu? same time, the submarine 
mtaiace had to bt^ met and conquered. TIu' 
Austrian ships were at Pola and (.'attaro, and 
were masked by an Allio<l Fleet at d'aranto, 
while smaller divisions at other places on the 
Italian coast were in reatJiness (<» counter 
efforts at raiding. 

The U-boats came from three quart ei-s : 
first, through the Straits (jf Gibraltar ; secondly, 
from the Adriatic ; and t hirdly, to a lf\ss 
extent, from the Dardanelles, a certain number 
of boats being carried overland in scn^tions 
from Germany to Constantinople, as w'«3ll as 
to the Austrian porta, to be reassembltMl and 
sent to sea. After the Ruasian Revolution, 
the accession to the Turco -German forces of 
several warships in the Black Sea constituted 
a further threat to the Allies in the Mediter- 
ranean ; and the foray of the GoelM?n and 
Breslau from the Straits in January, 1918, 
pointed to the possibility of an attempt Ixjing 


made by tht' <'nemy, assist e<l by the i*x-Russian 
ships, to make a simultaneous sorli<* with th<3 
Austrian Fleet. S[)ecial pre})arat itins were needed 
to meet such a possibk^ schenu^ of attack. 

The unsatisfactory system of dividing I hc’i 
Mediterranean intc) sectors was among the 
subjects discusscMl at a (^)nfer^‘nc•c* of Allicnl 
naval c^xperts towanis the c*nd of 1917, wheat 
the authoritic's dc'cided that a more’ ctTcntivc* 
co-ordination of forces and a common plan of 
action were* nect'ssary to meet the* submtirine. 
The* re*sult was the cremation of an Allied Naved 
Conne*il. Tliis body consisted of tht* Ministers 
of Marine* and (tiicfs of tin* Ntival Staffs of the^ 
countrie\s repr(*sctite*d, but/ it was distinctly 
stated that “the individual responsibility of 
the^ (9iiets of Stall ami tt tla^ (%)mmajtders-in- 
Ohie*f at s<*jt towa.nls their ( h)Vi*rnments as 
re‘gards operation!^ in haiul, as we*ll as thet 
strate^gic'id and tactical disposition of the^ forces 
placenl iinde*r t}it*ir e'oinmtutd, re*inains iin- 
changcMl.” Tht^ in^xt step towards r<MiI unity of 
control was thus de*scribcd by Sir Frie* (kidclejs 
in his s|>e‘<*e*h on .Mar(*h .5, I9IH : 

'I'hc. iKivnl in tin* Mi'dit ••rruiwan rcstH with 

th«* Fn'ne*li. tiial in tin* A<lriatn' with tin* liiilitins, 
Hritish niiviil forc*»*s in hctli sru'. inSinv; under, tln^- 
French and rtaliiin lidiniralH. 'This matter <if anii- 
suhriiarine warhire in Mio AltMlif erratiean was nderred 
by the Allied Naval (,’ouin;il to a committee l<» meet at 
Koine. 'I'hi- deeiMion merely extended the principle of 
*‘<mei .Vllietl front ” which Inis heen aelopted in military 
rnathTH. The <*ommittee aceepted fully the anti- 
MCibiriariiie proponalM pul. forward by Vie.e-Adiniral 
CalthorjK*, the Hritish (*ornmaiuh*r-in-(Jhief in the 
Mediterranean, and it was H^<iei*d that we should forth- 
with adopt and a<hi{)l to the MeiJiterranean tile iricaHurcH 
which have j/ivon sueli sueiiess in tin* w'ate'rs around 
these islands, and that the main iiuH-Muhiuariiie opera- 
tiou.s deeidod upon should he nndertfiken undiir Admiral 
Calthorpe’s orders. 

Every form of patrol vt»ase*l and anti-sub- 
marine craft was brejught under the three- 
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THE SEA FORT, UHINUISI. 


tioii i»f this (U‘iitnil ioii ; the 

J?ri|. sli j) nil i)f (Iralintr ^^ ith t lu' .siihiiuiriiias, 
which luwl ])ccn ouiid to work wc'll in home 
wtito H, wa now lulojitcd tor ttu^ Mcdit<‘iTa.ii<*nn, 
w th (‘X(*oll(*nt H'su.ts. 

To {‘liow wluif^ tiard work was iiivolv'<Ml in 



ADMIRAL GAUGHET. 

In supreme command of the Allied Forces in the 
Mediterranean. 

tho incea niit pairtdling and snhinarino-hiintinj?, 
it may be montioiunl tliat tho destroyers 
av'o agtHl twenty days a inontli at sea, and the 
t aw'ors 25 to 27. Oin^ of the ])rineipat results 
woa a demand .or tho iiniuediato ostablislunent 


of a })arra^(‘ at llic* »‘xit irom the ^Vd.iatic 
a Tin^asurr* intend(*d to ]>ut a stop to tin* 
tree run of the submarine's from t heir Aiist rian 
ports f)f oriprin. Then* was establisht'd a 
force* of Mritisli. k’r<*nch, and American vesM‘U, 
mimb(‘rin>' a))oul .*k)0 craft, to work in this 
barraj^e at th(' Otranto Straits. 'That was in 
addition to Italian c*raft. 

'^fowards tlu* (*nd of fhint*, I IMS, Ana'rican 
dt'stroyers arrivetl to c*oopc'rate in the work of 
prr»t<*ctin^ tlu* barraj^e. At tlie same time, tlie 
heaivier ships of the Allies were so dispf)sf'd as 
to force tin* eiu*my to action should he deem 
it safe to come out. 'Jdie central authority was 
<\st.ablisht*d at (\)rfu. This island Ireeam*' valu- 
able on a(‘c<)unt of its proximity to Otrantt>, 
and o" its suitability as a training centre, 
the adjiM*ent waters ofTering ideal facilities 
for exercising a battle squadron. The ships 
i*oiikl get down to tlie southern end of the 
wat<‘rway and fire at 20,000 yards range 
without interfering in any way with oth(*r 
<»|H*rations. When tho (lermans got hokl of the 
greater pt>rtion of the ihtw*k Sea Fleet, the 
pos.sibilitit*s presented thereby forced tiu* 
authorities to revise their dispositions, but no 
alteration was made in the disposition of the 
force ; einjiloyed against submarines and in the 
protection of commerce. These forces were 
.supported by aiiNhips, kitt'-balloons, and sea- 
planes. Tlu* lines ot communication w<*io so 
wi‘11 pnd4*ct(Ml that, of tho thousands of men 
who wi*re convoyed to Salonika through * he 
Ionian I.sles, not a ngle life was lost. Thert^ 
was one ship sunk, but all on board were saved. 
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and tin* su}>inariiu' d(‘st.royeiK T1 h‘ wnrk of tlw‘ 
int'il of tht' ^toroantilo Alariiu', in tlio «lril'tt*rs 
and othor of cnvft, Mirouj^bout was wt^rthy 

of f lu* liijilK'st priiis<‘, 

'I'hf <*<*utra.K or ^npn tuo autliorify, at. this 
pc‘riofl. was at (^^rfu, iiiKlca* tlw* Kront'h Admiral 



ki:AU AHMIKAl. A. W. llENKAfJK, C.H., 

Senior Hritish tifficcr at I'aranlo 

< Jaiitlict . Othrr a.nt lioritios ^^(a•o llio ]:5r 
K(‘a,' Admiral A. Ha,y<‘S Sarllrr, at Salonika, 
anri tin* Hi'ili^h Vao A<lmiral I ho lion. Sir 
S. A. ( longh-C 'a.lt.hor|)o, at Malta, d’lio Italian 
hatt.h^ ti<‘<*t. was at d'aranto, Tiialor tlu* connnand 
of Admiral A<'lon. In th<‘ Ailrialio, t ho ilohaircs 
of Vonioo font rol l<*d hs' \'iff - Ad mira.l 

Marsolo, tht* now nava.l ]>oi-t c»f Anoona/'w as in 
fhargi* of Vi(*<*-A<hniral (hdifani, \Nhilf t hf 
inival forffs at IhindiVi win* imdor tin* c*oni' 
tnanrl t>f Adiniial Ciisani-X'isfton 1 i. 'Tin* Sonior 
Jh’itish Naval olliffr at Taianto was Koar 
Admiral A. \\'. Ilfiifa^c ; at raindisi, Connno- 
doif* \\ . A. II. Kflly ; arid at ('orfu. Captain 
<*, W I’shorrif. 'Thf harra^f at thf Straits of 
Otranh) was in ohar^o of Captain (h O. Strjrhfn- 
son, K.X. 

Whffi th<* Fronfh iiaA al forofs ufi«- tir^t 
foiifontratocl in tho Moditc rranoan t hf y worf? 
iiralor tho comnianfl of Vhf<*-Admira.l l^ouf »lf 
Lapoyron*. Tn ronjimotion wa'th flu* Hritish 
MiMlitorranOfin Flf«*t. thfso foroos .sffnr<*d trorn 
^)ossihIt' Anstro-rh*rnian attacks the transport 
to Franco of tin* Al^a rian troops. The Fraia-o 
Hr tish ships also patrollcrl the Adriatic*, sinking 


b\ oiinfirc tin Aii^fiian ciiiisc'r /enta, ainl tin 
cstahlislu'il a ri;.iid unard o\ i‘r the' Anstrian 
naval foi‘ccs at 'I'ricvtc and l\>la. Aflt'r tlu 
• 'niry of d'urkcy into the \\a.r, in Novcinhcr. 
It) I I, a. I^'rc'iich '^tpiadron \\a> ornu‘d, under t lu 
orders of Admiral (oicprattc, to ac*t m coi, 
jtinc'tion. with tlu* Hritish naval forc'cs hascil 
on Miiili’o-:. loi- the atljick > n the I )ardan»'lle- . 
A hhi<*ka«l«‘ ol the eoa!^i> ol Asia Minor, as \\^“M 
as the protection of the Sue/, ('anal fron. 
rurkish attacks, was undertaken hy the S\riaii 
Division, iiiuh*!* flu* onh'i's of Viet* Ailmirat 
Dartii>e du h'ournel. The h'leneh ships en 
^aj,;ed in di'feiidiiuj: the canal waae the Hc’cpiie. 
and tlu* I r halt recast ean\. 

When Italy deilaiu'd for the Allies, tin- 
p<»li(*ine nf till' Adriatic was confided niainl\' 
to lu'i* naval forcr>. as^istcul hy h'rencdi dc*-- 
t rovers, und«‘r the orders of t'ri^at eTaiptam 
de ('aciparav After the (iei’inaii siihnia rmcf-; 



vk:i:-ai)\iji<ai, maksdco. 

(^oinmnnded the Naval h'orces defending* V'enice. 

iniide tliciir a-pfieii* arue in the Meditcaiariean, 
tho h" <*nch bat t h*shi|)S, under the command, 
first c»l Aeimiral HoiumIc La pcyrcr’c;, (commander 
in-Chi<‘f of the* Allicui forces in tlu* M(‘djt.c*r- 
ranean, then c»f Admiral l)arln/e du Courru’t, 
arid later* c)l' A<lmiral (hna'lut, remairuul in 
port, chic*fl\' *if Malta, and (,Jcjrfu. Anic»nt,< flu* 
princifial operations carrii*c| cait in the Adriatic* 
was t,hc} transportation from Albania to Corfu 
of thc^ rc*mna,nts of flu* Se rbian y\rmy, inclndiriv 

2:54 - 2 
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it iiiiinlwT of >ick vvouiich*»J — a diiliciilt 

iin(k*r(akin^ rarric’d out with (•t>iiiplcic succt^ss 
by A<J»riiral da (jJuoydon. Tho organizn-tioii of 
tin* base at Salonika was rntrusUid to Admiral 
dc‘, lion, who. on his appointment to the post 
of t/hief o>‘ tlie Stalf of file Krerieh Nav\ . uhn 



VICH-AUMIKAL MARQUIS CUSANI- 
VISCONTI. 

Commanded the Naval Forces at Brindisi. 


n>plaf*t'd by Admiral Salami. 'Tlu^ lattia’ «»nieer 
was ro-ipoiisiblo for the blo<*kade of Greeeo, 
iiutil the deposition of Iving tajiist antiiie and 
the advent to power of Al. Veni/.idos, in I)e(*em- 
her, I Did. 

'The ships of the first lino, battleships and 
e 4 ’iiisi'rs, except for the operations at the 
l^ardam'llos, wi're not called upon to undortakt^ 
gri'at military operations, owing to quiosconco 
of t he Aust ro-1 tungarian Fleet. In 1918, 
however, tlu' collapse of Hvissia and the 
subsequent seizure by the Germans of the 
lllaek Sea Fleet made necessary the recon- 
stitution of another French scpiadron at the 


Dardanelles, which was placed under the 
cojiiijiand of Admiral Amot. The Syrian 
Division, commanded by Admiral Varney, 
occupied Beirut and made its presence felt at 
Alexandrotta, aiUT having cooperated suc- 
cessfully oil many occasions in the land 
operations of General Allcnby. 

Tbc' principal idle of the French Fleet in 
tlio Meditorranean was the j)roicction and 
support of the wliolo of the forces at Salonika, 
'fhis inv^'clved the organization, by Admirals 
Fabai and J^atyo, of ilie convoying of merchant 
ships, the unceasing pursuit of the enemy’s 
siibmarinf!S, mine-sweeping, and the securing 
of the supj)li(*s of men, food, and material. 
'riics4‘ aims wore achieved under the supreme 
<lin‘clion «>f Admiral (hnu'liet, on the one 
hand by destroyer tlotillas, torpedo boats, 
mine-swe(‘[><Ts, etc., and on the other hand hy 
the unceasing nso of aeroplane and airship 
patrols, Jiaving tlua’i* bases spread over all the 
<‘oasts of tlio jMcditerranoan. By their wondt^r- 
fully close eoo])enitioii with the patrolling 
sliijis these aircraft over and over again upset 
the <‘ar(‘fully prepared plans of tlio enemy, 
submarines. 

To an Fnglisli Press re[)rescntativo who 
intervi<*w<‘d him in Ft'bruary, 1918, the eoin- 
maiid<‘r in ehaige of a French mercantilt^ 
fiat rolling station in tlu^ Aloditerrara'an said : 
“ W'e are rt'diicing convoying to a fine art, 
but we have all sorts of (litltoullit's to face. 
Our jiilots, who know detail j)f the coast, 

backwards, an^ having the time of their lives 
in <*xploiting their knowlt'dge.” lb* then 
<h*scribed how snerh pilots found their happiest 
hunting ground along portions of the coast 
off whieli vessels liad been warned }>y sailing 
dircH'tions, as tlu> skippers, brought, uj) on 
life-long Ie.ssons of prudence, found it very 
trying to their lU'rvos to disregard the latter 
and trust to the local skill of the pilots. 
Neutral spy vessels \\ hich occ'asionall^'' appeanul 
presentotl a ditlicult jiroblem. So, too, did 
tlu4 nect'ssity of having to exhibit lights at 
night whi'u sailing in convoy. Tt was im- 
jiossiblc to abolish all lights, and on more 
tlian one occasion a U-boat commander 
had beH'ii able to ])ass unseen up the lino of a 
conveiy and sink ship after ship, making good 
his own e^seapo in the darkness. Yt^t the 
success ncliiovcd by the Allied convoy system 
was proved by some interesting figures relating 
to a French Atlantic port which a spocdal 
correspondent of 77ie Times received from the 
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naval authorities in An^jfust, l!)18. Kroin 
Kobnmry I to July 1, 1018, of 0,202 vosst>l- 
osnortod to the roast of S[)ain, only one was 
torpochied ; l,:h>0 vessels wei-o safely escorted 

to the coast of Kn^land. Of the 001 vessels 
escorted to America, not one was lo.-,t. Thesu 
fij^nres wero oxchisivo of vessels e.arrying 
troops. A certain mnnhor of vess<'ls sailed 



VICH-ADMIKAK ALI RKDO ACTON. 
C^omtnanded the Italian Hattie h'Icet* 


witlioiit an escort, and of tln‘se 27 were hist, 
'ria^ \'alu<‘ <if c'seort was t h<*refer4' obvious. 

OOio same eorr(‘S| )ond«*nt- was ])et’mitt4Ml 
to inspect the ttainin^ eoiifsi* for ollieias 
aial men entxatze*! in <h‘alinj.r with the siih- 
mariiH'' nM*nae4>. Ih* saw the listening 
s(‘hool ” iind the liy<h’ophnne s«'etion. and also 
tin* rnethofls of instruction in raiiui* finding 
HTid <h'h*nsiv4i im‘asur4's against U-bo.it, 
alta(!ks. On the aviation sich^ tlu* “sfiotting” 
for suhmarines liy airships, S4iaplaia*s, ami 
kite-})alloons was (h*scribed. It will sulliee 
to mention these matters — all iif wdiieh ar<* 
d('alt with mori* fully in otlH*r c*ha[>fers cJ 
this History only as a reminder of tin* v«*ry 
im|>ortant and highly technical work of t he 
Krench seamen. A vast amount of orgarii/ing 
and const riictifinal W’'4^rk was also a4'e4»mplishe»l 
at tho Froncli ports. In H)IS tlie nortlu*!!) 
ports took an important share in keeping 
open the channels of ctanmunication for the 
stn*am of m(*n, munitions, and mat<*rial fmin 
AuK'rica which made such an immense 
difference to tho military situation on tho 
AVt‘stern Front. Similarly, in tho south. A 


WV.) 

Pivss c'orrespoia It'iil wlui visiti'd 'roulon in 
.Vugnst, IDlS, ga\4' Mm* following picture of 
industry and growtli at this grt'al Kn'iieh 
naval arsenal : 

\Vlit‘u X rearlu'il rniil«»ii it'^ Ii’mui t lir -fji w .1 

oven inort‘ <le.M r(t‘tl tluni I hat ut I ‘orl -*niuu( li in 1 la* 
tlji\ nt war. .V.-<ltor.*, tmw t*\ j-r, one ^ee-^ that roulon o 
still the ^ivat hiiMi ul the Knii<h Na\\, the >torehoii-e 
Iroiil W hi(‘h are dispat (‘hed all thosi' tlioiisand iit'ee-s- 
•^ariiv-^ of >.liij)'-- eoal. oil. .-helU, new enn^. depth ehar^e-, 
torpedi)<‘s, new e<anpas-.o-,, mwv eharl'-, (‘lollies, lotui, 
iiie'.s trap'-, iind mads. .Vdniiral Laea/,e. the torna r 
.Miiii'-li*r of Miiniie, wlio is now' tlie (I«>ininandei in- 
( hiet at 'I oiiteii. I*eeeiv 4 *«t me at his utliee, and in a tew* 
iiionients tliat emild la* .snatched troni tlie respnnsi- 
hihties til the po-.t onthiit'd the work that is iloae in the 
port and the ar-inal. 'I’oulon Doekynrd is the great 
repairing eentre for I*’ rein'll waivhips. and, sineo t he 
Mediterranean i'. not. always of the dniiify ealm and 
-out hern that it has .slmwii on this passage, 

rejiair wnrk. part ii-iilarl y for tlu* .smaller erall, is often 
heavy. Mercantile repair work o mainly done at 
.Mar-edle-., hut nrg-'nt neisls can alway-. he met h\ 



KltAK-AOMIRAb 1.. CAKbHANI. 
Ck)niinandcd Allied Naval i'orces at Ancona. 


'I’onlon, as happened wit Inn the pat. month, when t w'o 
linlish inerehani .-hip; whie.h had heen torpedoed were 
towed in and pal' hcil up. Tho ar-enal ha-: grown out ot 
all helif*f. 'I’herc are now five, tinie.s a: many womm ii 
and eight times as many nn*n einfiloyed there a.s lietoie 
the war, and the diriaitoi' has a n’seivo of .s«)me, lour or 
live thou'iind women enrolled w'ho can he called in .it 
any time ot extra necil, 

•Xfvluous juid i^xjiefing, with i\n \'isi))l4* glo;\ 
afttu'liing to it, was tlm l,jisk piTformcd during 
biur years by the f'reiieh Kleej. in th« Meili 
f-crninejui. It wiis undiiul)f-»MlIy in a iin*asure 
duo to its work Unit tho <d‘forls of tho y\llie-> 
w<‘ro crowiiod witli suo.eiiss, and tlnif. Bulgaria 
and lat«*r '^rurk4*y wori* forced to lay fhiwn 
thf'ir arms. 

It may In* stiid that, gontnally sp(‘aking, the 
AustrodI ungaritin Fleet in tlm Adriatic, followi d 
the taetios of the (German Xa\ y in tin* Noith 
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Soa. Apart from rare excursions, never for 
from shelter, it kept to its mine- and fortress - 
<lofendod bsiso and relied upon the submarine. 
In another respect the war in the Adriatic 
possessed a character of its own. Tn no other 
part of Europe — ^perhaps in the world — is 
there an exain|ilo a soa-pockot of which 
one shore possesses a ii umber of ma^^nificent 
bases for naval operations, while any operation 
undertaken from the other shore is exposed 
to groat risk without tla^ possibility of adequate 
defence. 

Those wt‘re the conditions in which, when it 


situation demanded and that experience 
indicated to be necessai*y. 

The task c>f organizing the defence of th«^ 
Otranto Straits, of assuring the communications 
with Valona, and of the latter with the interior 
and Macedonia, was partly that of the Italian 
Navy, which at all times assisted in the guarrl 
kept tjvor the convoys to' the East. The 
Italian Eleet also pt?rformed splendid work in 
connexion with the evacuation of the Sorbs 
from Albania, particulars of which will bo found 
in Chapter CLXXXTX. 

In other directions the Italian Fleet over- 



ITALIAN SUBMARINE-CHASERS. 


began hostilities, the Italian Navy had to 
operate in the Atlriatie. ; in i\o other part of 
tho field of nav’al wai-fan^ wim'o tlio conditions 
similar. At tho outm^t, tho Austrians — like 
tho Gormans —adopted tho “ cut and run ” 
tactics. Profiting by their splendid positions 
on tho Dalmatian shore, they lK>mbardod 
Italy’s coivsts at dawn, and at a prudent 
distance shelled defenceless towns, the ships 
afterwards returning to their hiding places in 
tho labyrinth of tho Dalmatian ports. This 
state of affairs called for prompt and onergc‘tic 
ai'tion. Tho Fleet multiplied its scouts and 
patrols in all dimetions, established formidable 
tlefencos at most points of the littoral, and 
aided tho Army on the Isonzo anti tho lower 
Piave. To sum up, the Fleet dltl all that tho 


camt' a thousand ditlicultiew, anti by the spring 
of 1918 tho naval offonsivt* was untloubtcdly 
in its hands. This was obtaimnl by the ener- 
getic aiul t faring t*nterj)rise of the lighter vessels, 
torptnlo craft, and tho airmen. From the tim«" 
that w'ar broke ont the battleships were practi- 
cally confined to th<» harbours, none putting 
to sea ft>r any tiistance without tho greatt'st 
caution. The ]K‘ril likely to be incvirred by 
hejwy and comparatively slow ships in a narrow 
sea like tin? Ailriatic was such as to render tho 
It'avi ng of their base an act of folly unless the 
coialitions practically assured the probability 
of decisive twjtion with similar forces. By 
securing the command in the Adriatic, the 
Italian Fleet, among other objectives, destroyed 
the menace to the right flank of the Italian Army. 



TH?] TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


Ill 


Some of the most thrilling deeds of the GroHt 
War are associated with the motor scouts — 
craft so small that it seems incomprehensihlo 
that they could do such gi’oat damage. And 
yet a .*10 ft. boat can lay claim to sinking a 
Dreadnought. The enemy ships remaining in 
port, it was the Italian seamen’s business to 
seek and destroy them. And in tliis the small 
motor scouts played a prominent and successful 
part. These swift-moving little ves.sols, with a 



GATHliUKAL OF ANCONA 
After the Austrian Bombardment. 

crow of less than a dozen, carried two torpedoes 
on either side of th(^ dock. The first attempi 
was made on the vessels in Fola harbour on the 
night of November 1 2, IfilO. Tlu^ hero of the 
exploit was Commander Ildebrando Goiraii 
It was a dark, foggy night, and shortly after 
midnight, in his scout, or “ M.A.S.” (the 
Italian contraction foi* Motoscdji nnti SormtiRr- 
(/ibill)f in company of a torpedo boat, ho lay 
close to one of the obstructions wliich barn*d 
the entry to the Faisana Channel, the great 
outer roadsb^ad of Tola. It was necessary to 
get over or round tlu^ obstructions, and Goiran 
Bucceeded. Within half-an-hour he was in the 
harbour, which a|)p(n\rod to Ix) ilese-rted. 
A sailor. Do Angidis, volunteered for the 
perilous task of showing the way back after the 
blow had been struck. He passed in a skiff 
beyond the obstruction and made his investiga- 
tions. Goiran .searched the harbour thoroughly, 
and was near to San Gerolamo without fimling 
a trace of any shi]), when suddenly the shadowy 


bulk of a battleship loomed out of the wah'r. 
Cautiously advancing, Goiran satisfit'd himself 
that she wtvs of tho Maria 'rhercsa typo, and, 
nt a distance of about 4.5(> yards, launched his 
torpedoes. Tho torpcsloes, however, wei*o 
caught in the protecting nets, the alarm was 
given, anti-aircraft guns came into action, and 
tho flares broke out. It was thought that an 
air raid had coinmencod. Goiran’s position w<is 
desperate, but tho faithful Do Angolis displayoil 
the signal agrot'J upon. Goiran saw it, and, 
following, picked up his companion and rejoined 
safely tho waiting torpedo boat-. Th<i blow had 
failed, but Goiran showed that Cola was not 
impenetrahl(\ Ih' gave tln> exam[)le to those 
who followed. 

lattlo more than a year later, it was the turn 
of Mnggia, the great newly constructtMl port of 
Trit'ste, and tho h(n*o, whoso qualities wore 
revealed fully for tho first t imo on tliis occasion, 
W4i3 Luigi Rizzo. Aged 31, and formerly in the 
Merchant Service, tliis sturdy son of sunny 
Sicily now showed liis mettle in the winter 



ST. APOLLINAKK. RAVENNA. 
Bombed by tbe Austrians. 


mists of the A<lriatic. '^Phis was liow he sank 
the battlesliip Wi(*n. It was on tlu; night of 
D(xx‘mbcr 9 10, 1917, dark and moonle ss, that 
Italian torpe<Io boats caiitif)nsly ayiproached 
th<* port. The night grew darker; they 
.steered witli increased caution. Tho torpedo 
boats siifldenly .stopped ; they wore at Muggia. 
'Fwo motor scouts proceeded. Rizzo guided 
them, recognizing the coast. It was midnight. 
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and they had not been perceived. Rizzo cut 
the wire entanglements at the mouth of the 
harbour, anTl his boat shot through the gap» 
the others following. It was about two o’clock 
in the morning when the outlines of a groat 
vessel were seen, and then another was descried. 
Rizzo went for the first, while Ferrarini, in the 
second motor scout, steered for the other. 
Two torpedoes were each discharged Vjy Rizzo 
and Ferrarini, arul tlu^ two warships were both 
hit. Rizzo sank the Wien, but Ferrarini was 
not so fortunate, though his victim was batlly 
damaged. Great confusion followed the attack ; 
guns were fired and torpedoes tlischargcHl, 
but both scouts oscapcnl from the harbour 
and reached their base. Rizzo was said to 
have boon occupied for nearly twelve months 
in working out the details of this daring 
attack. 

There is the story of the ** Four of Pola,” as 
the whole of Italy call the four sailors who took 
part in the momorabk^ excursion to Pola on 
May 14, 1918. On this occasion a boat capabh^ 
of climbing over obstacles blocking the harbour 
mouth was used. ** Sea-tank ” may well 
describe her. She got into the harbour, and 
Lieut. -Commander M. Pellegrini, in command, 
blow up with his torpedo<*s a battleship of the 
Viribus Unitis class, of 20,000 tons. A correHj)on- 
dent who s{)oke to those who w(^re on the 
escorting ship said that tla^re was not a minute’s 
<lelay after the last adjustments had been made. 
Commander Pelk^grini replied, “ Yes, sir,” to 
the captain’s question whether he rtK'ognized 
his positions. Then ho and his three eom- 
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POLA HARBOUR. 


panions put on rubber suits that could bt> 
immediately inflat e<l. 

Addfo. In boeca del lupo'* (“ Good-bye^. 
Into the wolf’s mouth witli you ”), said th<? 
c‘aptain. Tlu' four made off towards the 
harbour mo\ith. The escort waited for the 
signal that the task had been accomplished. 
All at once, after nearly an hour, they saw t he 
sudden flash of a gun. Immediately afterwards 
came the noise of torpedoes striking their 
quarry and exploding. A moment after, and 
the harbour had sprung into life. Hatteries 
Opened, macliine-guns sputtered, rifle shots 
<*ould even he heartl by them, while from every - 
wht‘r(^ tlie beams of searchlights poured down 
into the harbour. Every searchlight dest^rted the 
outer sea and eoneentrated upoTi tliat spact^ 
where Austria's battleships were moore«l. 'Phis 
cemfirmed the watchers in their assumpt ion that 
Pellegrini had got through, and that it was his 
torpedoes they heard. Tlie loud uproar con- 
tinued, and then, a full two minutes after, up 
from the ^larbour soared a signal light, as 
arranged, saying, “ I’ve fired my torjKMloc's 
against a vessel of the Dreadnought type.” 
Then, perhaps half a minute after, caiiu* a 
second signal, whicli rea<l, “ Then^ is no more 
to bo done for ns ; good-bye.” For Pellegrini 
and his companions knew well that if by some 
miraclo they could get into the harbour, there 
WO.S no miracle that could bring thorn out 
again. 

These signals were followed by a burst of 
furious machine-gun fire. The watchers w'ero 
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discovered and had to turn for liunie. But for 
20 minutes more, as they sped across the soa, 
they could distinguish the sounds of firing. 
They had no doubt that I*eIIegrini and his men 
fulfilled their errand, especially because of the 
calm and unhurriod way in which ho sent up 
his signals, not immediately, but after two or 
ttireo minutes of delay. Before leaving Italy, 
Pellegrini loft a note addressed to Ips family 
stating that he had gone on a special mission, 
and* that in case of liis non -return tlit'v 


that a powerful enemy squadron was approach- 
ing. There were two battleships of the Viribus 
Unitis chxss, pi'e(*odo<l, fianked and herded by 
10 destroyers. I stiid to myself, ‘ You’ll never 
got a chance like this again. You’ve got to 
go about it.’ 1 ortlored Aonzo to attaek ns bo 
thought best, and I made straight bn- the 
squadron. They did not see or hoar mo. 
When I judged that the moment Imd come, T 
slipped in between the second and third of the 
escorting destroyers. As 1 passed, the former 
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COMMANDER RIZZO AND LIEUTENANTS AONZO AND CORI. 


wore not to mourn him, as ho would have; 
done his duty. The other thnjo loft similar 
missives. 

Rizzo’s second exploit was more amazing 
than his first. In I )ecemb<ii’, 1917, bo sank a 
Dreadnought in harbojir — the Wien ; in Juno, 

1918, he destroyed another the Szent Tstvan — 

in the open seas of the Adriatic! No other 
individual in this war h»\d the fortune to sink 
two such monsters. In company with another 
motor-scout, commanded by Midshipman 
(afterwards Lieutenant) Guiseppo Aonzo, ho 
had been mine-sweeping off , the Diihnatian 
coast. When making for his homo station just 
before daybreak he noticed volumes of smoke. 
In Rizzo’s own words, “ Wondering what it 
was I changed my course, anrl was soon running 
northwai’d. I could make out in the dim dami 


eauglit sight of me, and alarm whistles were 
blown violently. She began tiring, but h(*r 
shells passtul over us. I was a.ln*a<ly b»;tween 
the lines at a distance r)f ])e.tw<;en 409 and 000 
b;et,. I let go my torperloes. One .struck 
abr(;ast of t hc^ funnels ; the second striajk 
farther aft, but also ex[)Ioded with full for<s».” 

A Vienna telegram on Juno 12, 1918, ad- 
mitted that the })attlcship Szerit TstvAn had 
been lost, as tli(^ result of a torpedo attack. 
Rizzo, his work necomplishod, made sperul to 
escape, pursued by a single destroyer, and so 
close was she that la a* shells passed over tlie 
scout. Ever resourceful, Rizzo dropped two 
depilj charges, and the d<;stroyer was so badly 
holed that she was compelled to give up the 
chase. For his valoiir and skill Rizzo was 
promoted to Captain and ai)pointed Knight of 
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tli»- Military Onirv of Savoy. Meanwliilo Thv last feat of this character was recorded 

Aonzo had launched his torpcdoi-s apiiiist the a few days before Ili»> cessatioti of hostilities. 

-.MMmd haUh»shi|), wliieli ho hit astern, and Kn^inei-rd Vamnnnder Kaffaeh' lb)setti and 



NNhieh was behoved to have sunk later. Tn the Medical biouteiuint Raffaelo ramlucci j^ot into 

confusion t hat followeil lie also e-seapeil. Ho t ho inner roadstead at 1 ola on Octobei 31, 1918. 

was proinotoil to sub lieutenant and awardcil With great daring, at t\ favourable moment 

tlie Manlredi gohl moilal for valour. towards dawn, they sank tho Hreadnought 
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Viribus Unit is, the flagship of ttio Ansfriai 
Fleet, by placirjg a mine alongside the ship's 
hull. Thus a whole squadron of first -elar^s 
battleships of the “Dreadnought" type was 
wiped out by individual daring. 

The most ambitious naval engagement in 
tlie Adriatic was the raid on Dura/.zf) on Oeti>b«‘r 
fi, 1918, which was ])lan!HMl to synehroTU/.i‘ with 
the retirement of the Austrian Army in Albafua. 
The combined Allit'd naval forces ineludetl 
thre(i Italian battleshi])s and throe Hrifish 
cruisers. These ciossimI the Adriatic in line 
ahead, the battlesliips leading, with British 
mine sweeper's, ftalian, British, and Ana riean 
destroyers and “ ehasr^rs "aht'ad, and destroytav- 
and other lightf'r vessels on t he Hanks and rear 
Advancing beliind its scrota i of sweepers, th«' 
flagship approached within about 11,000 yards 
of Durazz<3, and then tuiiied southwards, 
parallel with the coast, and firt'd a broatlside. 
ICach succeeding ship lirtMl a broadsidt* and 
]mss(Hl on, tlie mine sweepers making a ]>ath 
for them. The Austrkin balttadt^s replitMl 
vigorously to th<‘ squadron’s fire, but their 
shells fell either short or too far. No doubt t he 
pounding they wtn'o receivifig from 10 in. and 
lesser guns afloat played havoc with the 
artillerymen’s aiiru As a cruiser, the rearmost 
t)f the six, came into ])osition for her brt»a.dside 
slu' saw the trail of a toi p(‘.do from a submarine 
approaching her. Tininediatoly the (‘a]>tain 
swung his ship round and saved her from th(* 
impact. As the cruiser was again turning int<» 
till' tiring position another torp(;do, coming too 
lade to be awoided, stnu'k her forward. Iter 
v\hecd went in the explosion thad b»llow<'d, adong 
with stime 40 ft. of her tora^pairt,. 'TIk' <*ruiser, 
steering by the ailtnrnada; use of her (‘ngi?ies, wais 
brought into line, and hombairded I)nraa/./.<> 
“ as aiiTang<'d." But the submarines, for there 
were* two, thait had fjr(‘<l ad this vesstd tired rm 
more at amything else*. A swarm of s<»nH* IT) 
or lt> Amt'rican eliaisers aind «)tln‘i' light. \i-s>,els 
seurried down ujaon them, aiiid disjaoseil ot both, 
for they were not sutlieiently suhmorged to 
escape tlie daqith ehairg(*s dropp(Ml. 

Whihi averoplames wen? dropping beml>s <»v'’er 
Duraizzo, 41 group of foair “ M.A.S.,’' under 
Coinmamder Bertonelli, w’ont within 9(t0 yairds 
of the quaiysidas in the centre of Diirazzo. 
Dll his waiy in Bertonelli saiw am Austrian 
v<*ss<'l escaping from tin* hairhour aind made tor 
h(^r. But ais he came close he sa,w she l)oi< 
tlu* Red Cross on Jier sides, aiiid recognizing 
Jier iis ai. hospital sdii]). witli ji waive of the hanul 


to Jier he bore aiAiaiy. hnmi'diadi'ly aifter h«‘ 
sjiw two .\ustriaui destroyers anal a t*»rt>t'flo 
hoait closa' in ijialer the quayside, d’hey were 
trying to slip out of the harbour, but the 
laviiiielie.s, turning straiight for tlaan, fin'tl 
snverad torpc'ilot's. (^ne destroyer wais strn<*k 
amidships and sank admost at. onetv Tla' 
tairpedo-hoat , baully hit, ran Jaa-sa'lf ashore to 
aivoid sinking, d’he third vessel got out, only 
t.o firul thad. two British destroyt*rs vvi'rt* 
waiiting oiitsidi' for just siadi coid itig<*neies. One 
ot t h(‘ “ M.A.S. ' ]ai>unches erossetl 1 h<' liairhoiir 
and at t>ai.(‘ke< I amd torjicdof'd ai lairge Anstriain 
armed trainsport. Another transport wais si'i'n 
from t lu' lainiifdi to h«‘ ai eompleti' wre<‘k amd 
gronndt‘<| on her s'ulr. Meamwhile Bertonelli 
hai.d rt'ccMved an .\nst riam shi^ll in the midst 
of his small iiaift, but, by wonderful Inek, no 
dannaigi'. to spi'aik of wais aloin*. Afti'r an hour, 
the Anstriain reply halving ceased, the sipiaidron 
h‘tl. aiiul aMTial iMeonnaissamee, earrmd out 
tiv'o hours Jater, n portc'd Diirazzo as destroyed. 
All the shi'ds, ilepots, naival docks <*v«*ryt.hiag 
t had. haid ai waill to <;rnml)li‘ or a stnn*t.nrt» to 
bn'aik — aippennd to he in ruins. A \ve(‘k 
lader t.fie town <*ould hold out no longia* ai.ga.inst 
the aidvaiiieing Itadia-ns. After liaving forced, 
f)n the aifternooii of Oetoher l.‘{, the enemy’s 
di'.fencM'iS on t.h«' heights of I’adjamiij, and of 
t.h<5 Saisso Bianco, th(‘ Itailiaii troops fienetTatiMl 
into the city next, morning, capturing prisonta’s 
aind maiteriail. 'The oe<‘i ipai f ion of tlie town on 
Oj*t<iher It wa.s thus due t.o militairy effort 
coveri'd and siippairted l)\^ the <*\ertions of t.lie 
si'.aiineii aitloait . 

.\ii iiita rest iiig ntview of the ai(*hii*.vement s 
of the Itailian Nav'y during the Wair wais given 
by Viee-A<Irniral Del Ihaim, Minislaa’ of Mariia?, 
.d. a iiU'cting ait t h<‘ Seaila 'Fheatre in Milain 
on December I r», 1 9 1 .H. After empluisizing 

the <litlienlt.i<‘s caiise'd hy tin- i nfi^i'iority of 
Itaily’s naivail hai.^i‘s, of which riv/e r ai long stn'teli 
of th<5 Aflriaitic* (loaist she haid only tw'o 
N^iaiice and Briruli.si, inor-e tliain Stl miles apairt. 

-the* Aflmirail jiomted out thad the* Austrian 
occupation of .Mcmteiegro an<l Albaiuia. haid 
aidded to t h«i strength of the eiKany. “do 
defoiaj oursalve'S from growing « laiiigijrs,’'* h*- 
said, “ we oc-cupied Vbiloiiai, where t ins Navy 
• lid se»me very im[)(.>i’taiiit work." He* then 
re Mailed ihait in the* six ineaitlis following 
Aug^l.'^t, I9in, submainnes tianj sunk in tlie 
Me eiile rrauean 4(M),00() tons of shipping, wliik* 
in th«! Northern scans tons greiss w'tife 

sunk. At the* saline tinu^ the l1,al ia.n Navy 

2:14-3 
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THE VIRIBUS UNITIS, AUSTRIAN DREADNOUGHT, SUNK. 


trHnHj)()rtod to tho island of Asinara 80,000 
Austrian prisoiuTs infected with cholera. Ten 
thousand Serbian refugees w(’re transported 
to Lipari, Marseilles, and Ihzerta, an<l 150,000 
soldiers, with 10,000 horses, to Corfu. Not 
a single transport was torjx'doed. Ih'ferring 
to the barrage in the Otranto Straits, tho 
Admiral said that tho cliaiinel “ w as obstructed 
by an explosive wire, which made the blockade 
most ollicacious.” He paid a warm tribute 
to the close cooperation of tho Allied Navic^s, 
and concluded by saying that tho Italian 
Navy hatl achieved its task w ith imperishable 
bravery and glory. 

On August 18, 1917, the U.S S. Birmingham, 
a scout cruiser and flagship of tho patrol force 
of the United States Atlantic Fleet, steamed 
into Gibraltar harbour. That incident defi- 
nitely marked the entry of tho United States 
into cwjtivo cooperation with the Allies in the 
Mediterranean. Tliis single unit presently 
multiplied to 75 ships and 5,542 men. Out of 
this contribution 40 vessels were concentrated 
at Corfu in the early summer of 1918, under 
the command of Captain C. P. Nelson, U.S.N. 
Of these, 39 were submarine chasers ; the 
other was their mother ship. The American 
chaser was a craft of 110 feet in length and 
only 65 tons displacement. In spite of their 
limited size the chasers came across the Atlantic 


under their own power, passcnl through the 
Straits of Gibraltar and made their home at 
tlu‘ Island of Corfu, in the mouth of the 
Adriatic Sea. 

Tho American chaser was a very vicious- 
looking little war V(*ssel for its size. Forw'ard 
th<?rc was mounted a 3*ineh gun, and aft the 
iiocossary and elaborate paraphernalia for 
launching depth charges. A small pilot-house 
stood just forward of amidsliips and behind it 
a mast, on the top of which was a lookout’s 
nest ; wireless was also riggfnl from this 
mast. With the help of three high-powered 
gasolene engines, tho chaser had more speed at 
its disposal than it could often use. Eaeh 
cha.ser was manned by a crew of two ofliei‘rs 
and about 22 men. 

Corfu had never been occupied as a ba.se for 
anti-submarine work, although its location for 
limiting U-boats was ideal. Accordingly, the 
Americans wc're confronted with the task of 
converting a barren coast town into a modern 
naval base for chasers. This work was accom- 
plished by the 1,444 officers and men of thf^ 
crows in a remarkably short time. Huts for 
staff officers, repair shops, barraelcs, hospita].s, 
etc., all liad to be erected, but before the end 
of Jime tho job w€w completed and the force 
w^as ready for operations. 

The American genius for organization had 
full scope in the creation of bases in the Mcditer- 
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ranean from which tho anti-submarino rraft 
could operate. One captain of such a flotilla 
was directed to a tiny bay in an island, llt'io 
ho and his men felled trees to build huts, 
iniprovisod a cook-house from spare boiler- 
plates, and supplied lighting power from tho 
flagstiip. In this Robinson Crusoe fasliion did 
the captain get ahead with tilings before the 
arrival of tho regulation stores and supplies. 
On August 17, 1918, tho French President and 
Ministry of Marine concluded a two-days’ 
inspection of the Franco -American bases in t ho 
vicinity of a certain ijort, during which they 
inatlo a trip to sea to observe tho arrangements 
made for the protection of sliiijs. At tho 
American depots, the provision of which had 
completely transformed tho port, the Pn\sident 
was shown how a convoy, which lia<l arrived 
recently from America, discliarged 30,000 tons 
of materials in ton hours, thanks to tho ('Oiciency 
of tho Amcirican arrangements. 

The first Amcriean hut it from the Islaiul of 
Corfu took place in the latter part of Juno, 1018. 
From that date at huist throe units, usually 
four or five (throe vessels in a unit), were out 
hunting day and night. A limit ortiinarily 
lasted from four to six days, during ivliich fin e 


the chances of at least Ju'aring a submarine, or 
of perhaps getting oin', ut'ro always good. 
Thi'se tdiasers earrie.l out ovi‘r 32 hunts, and 
luui some very favourable ri'suKs. In otluir 
words, the U.S. Xav’y, from the iniddh^ of June 
until hostilities ceaseil, by means of its smallt'st 
war iTaft, «.)j)eraf ing 1,000 milt's from tlieir 
homo wattTs, inaintaiiu'd a constant anti (irt*ltvss 
watch at tlio inontii of the Alriatic, by which 
enemy subniarint's st)nglit aet»ess tt) t he Metlittu*- 
rant'an. Tlu'y wt'ro rewardt>d in tlu'ir wtirk, ft)r 
tw^o subinari nt.^s wt>re sunk anti out) suhniarino 
w^as classilietl as “ prt'bahly sunk,” while tithers 
were pn)hii.hly very iniieli shaken up er damagtMl 
sullioiently to put them t)ut, of action anti make 
thi) subniarint' eomniantIt*rs abhor the passage 
in and out of tht' Adriat ie. 

The most spoelacular t)pt'rafit>n of tht' 
chast'rs w^as in the atfaek t)n l)uraz/.o by tho 
Allit'd foret's on Oct ebta* (>, 1918. Klevt'u chasers 
part icipaft'd iindt'r llu' eominand t)f (ya[>t-ain 
N^elst)n. TJit'y acttnl as fringt's tt» tho main 
attacking party of Rrilish and Italian incii-of- 
war. On iit*aring t ln' luieiny s tioast, all ships 
camo untlor the tiro of the coastal hattt'ries. 
The chast'rs, by moans of skilful /.ig-zn.gging 
anti by rushing in und(‘r tlit* enemy tire, t‘seapt'd 
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without casualties, if this were not enough 
excitement for any of the young crews on 
board the chasers, none of whom had over been 
under fire before, the periscope of a submarine 
was sighted. Chaser No. 215 opened fire at 
once, and by a combination of goocl fortune 
and good shooting, demolished its periscope on 
the second shot. Chasers 215 and 128 then 
joined in the attack, and steered fiiJl speed 
aheiul for the submarine, dropping their depth- 
charges right above whore it was seen to sub- 
merge. A large piece of steel plating appeared 


sank. As the chaser stopped to look at the 
havoc she had wrought, a gigantic globule of oil 
and water, which seemed to be almost boiling, 
made its appearance. This lasted for 20 seconds, 
and then' a steady stream of heavy black oil 
continued to rise. During this engagement the 
submarine -chaser No. 129 was hampered by en- 
gine trouble, but, in spite of being thus crippled, 
she helped to contribute towards the general 
success of the manoeuvre. The submarine she 

I 

sank would in all probability have torpedoed 
one of the large British op Italian warships. 



CORFU FROM THE CASTLE. 


and then sank an\ongst tlu’^ flux of heavy 
black oil and bubbles coming to the surface. 
A moment later cliascr No. 129 sighted 
atiothcr submarine contemplating an assault 
towards the attacking Allied ships. It sub- 
merged at once and stayed so for a moment, 
but then reappeared a short distance away 
from chaser No. 129, wliich made its coui*so 
towards it. Tlio til laser dropped two dej>t li. 
charges in a posit it)n which it thought was 
right over the submarine, but the submarine 
in the meantime had changed its course. The 
periscoj^e appearetl a moment later, and then 
submerged slowly ; chaser No. 120 ran straight 
for ity and when directly over the sub- 
inarino, let go one tleptli-elmrge, and then two 
more. Seven large pieces of steel framework or 
plating came to the surface in the swirl and then 


In the meantime, the ongageinent continued. 
The encounters with the submarines were over, 
but- there' was otlior work to be done. At the 
entranee to the harbour submarine-chaser 
No. 1.30 sighted two floating mines, one of 
which she df'stroyed by gunfire ; the other she 
rendered liarmless. She approached it just 
ahead of English destroyers, which ^\'ere bearing 
down upon it at 30 knots, causing them to sheer 
off to the right, and so to pass out of harm’s 
way. All the enemy’s boats in the harlxiur 
were either sunk or crippled, and the base 
rendered useless for naval or military purposes. 
The contribution of the Americans to the Allied 
i*ause in the Mediterranean was the more 
valuable by reason of tlie wliole-hoarted co- 
operation between them and the Allies. Th<^ 
Hritisli and Italians wanted forces at the 
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J^traits of Otranto at mouth of tho Adriaitic ; 
t he United Stat^^s Navy sent its little llO-ft. 
ehasera across the Atlantic under their own 
|M>wer, to Vjo of what service they couhl. The 
i lose coof)eratiori proved its value. 

Pairtly owing to the attention paid to the 
doings of the American vessels with tho Eritisli 
Fleet in the North Soa and off tlie Irish coast, 
tho services of tho flotillas in the Mediterranean 
<lid not figure very largely in the public view. 
On May 25, 1918, Mr. Franklin Roosevelt, 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, said to a 
correspondent of the Matin : — Even in tho 
Mediterranean <4ur vessels were brigadt'd in 
coo])eration W'ith the Italian and Japanese 
shifis.’’ Similarly, on July 4, 1918, Vice-Admiral 
VV. S. Sims said : “ Most of the United State 
destroyers have been serving under a British 
vice-admiral since May, 1917. Otliers are in th<j 
Mediterranean, under a British oflicer, and many 
destroyers and other v'c'ssels are under th(» 
b'rench, not to mention the submarine chasers 
in the Adriatic.” On the occasion of his visit 
to America in October, 1918, Sir Eric Geddes 
made the following reference to the matter in a 
sjxiech at New York : “As regards your 
rruisers, they are working with us in tho White 
Sea, North Sea, Atlantic and Mediterranean, 
and I have seen them and admired their 
etficiency in all these places. It is to them, as 
well as to the gallant little destroyers working 


with the corresponding forces of ail lh«‘ Allies, 
that successful convoy system is dut'.” 

Inh'rvii'wed on his arrival at Ihmu^ on 
August 12, 1918, by a (lorrc^spondent of The. 
Uniteii Press, Mr Franklin Roosm’elt saiil that 
his mission to Italy chiefly concerned tho tlis- 
eussion of future naval operations in the 
Adriatic? and McHlit(*rrant‘an. He? added t — 

A-^ wt‘ itUnnd lo inoroiiso our h«‘Ip to Italy, wo nro now 
omleavouring to solvo tho problfuu of mirif; tho ttniian 
ports to th'Mi’ fulh'st cupucity. Hoiujoforwanl tin* ^oocIh 
shippod to Italy niUHt bo diHcharji^ocl nt Italiuii portn 
instoad of Fu'uch, us wo want to nshico liuftio ovoriund. 
In ordor to accomplish thi tho Meditcrnuioan miisl Ijo 
tnudo Hiifo from Kubmarincs, and wo cxpo«*i that, tho 
Amoricun and Italian navies will easily see to this. Wo 
also want to cIoho the Adriatic and pn-vciit tho exit of 
iVustrian suhinarinos and puralyso tin* (slTorts i)f tho 
oni'iny lt*ot. 

Mr. Roosevelt further aniioiinci?d that 
America was preimred to send a .suflieiont 
number of troops to the Italian Front to make 
victory certain. In tho North S(?a and the 
Adriatic the naval initiative hn<l passed to the 
Allies, which was proved by the diminished 
navnl losses. 

On .Janimry 1, 1919, it was reported that 
30 American submarine-chasers had arrived at 
Malta from Corfu to refit befon? sailing for 
homo. From May 4, 1917, to the date of th<? 
signing of the Armistice Umted States naval 
units engaged in 600 encoimters with fJiierny 
submarines, of which 40 w<*re definitely success- 
ful, 10 submarines being sunk, while many 
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others won* bmlly damaged. Of the 10 known 
to have been sunk, two were destroyed by 
United States naval units in the attack on 
Durazzo on October 2, 1918, and one ip the 
Adriatic. 

To the barrage across the Straits of Otranto 
must be given tlio largest share of cmlit lor 
the final defeat of the submarines operating 
from the Adriatic, and for securing the safe 
transit of troops to Albania and Salonika. 
It went a long way tow ards solving the Mediter- 
ranean submarine problem. Italy had occupied 
the harbour and hinterland at Valona, in 
Albania, and it was imperative that sea com- 
munication — no other was available — should 
be kept free for the constant supply of men, 
miuiitions, material and food to Gcnc;ral 
Ferrero, commanding the Italian Forces The 
French and British troops for Salonika w’ere 
endjarked at Taranto. Two vital routes, 
therefore, had to be guarded, and with the 
gradual development of the ports of Valona 
and Taranto to cope wdth the ever-increasing 
traffic, the effectiveness of the barrage was of 
paramount importance. To develop Valona 
])ractically everything had to be carried across 
the sea, and native labour in Albania was 
scarce. But the Italians, with their genius for 
engineering, were not long in transforming a 
barren bay into a port destined to render 
invaluable service. 

Taranto, on the other hand, was a poit of 
some importance, though badly equipped. 
Taranto is the ancient Tarenteum. Its “ glassy 
bay ” may bo found mentioned in Horace, but 
for those whoso taste is for the moderns, it can 
be read of in the pages of George Gissing and 
Norman Douglas. At Taranto, if one mistakes 
not, Mr. Douglas encountered the cloquimt 
barber who cut the boy’s hair veiy short, in 
defiance of the father’s instructions, and then 
proved how right he had been by reforcn<?e to 
jcsthetics, tonsorial taste, and the position 
adopted by the King of Italy. Taranto is 
generally sun-baked, and the impression left 
on the mind of Mr. Douglas was tliat the 
inhabitants loved to cut down every l it of 
shade, from trees or architecture, and to face 
their smitten streets in a stern determination 
never to go a yard into the country. But this 
was before the war, which made such changtjs 
in Taranto that the inhabitants might well 
have become different people. 

At a t ime when the U-boats were threatening 
the Mediterranean, lilr. Lloyd George said 
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there must be an overland route for the jjassago 
of troops* and stores to tlie Near East. Italy 
responded splendidly. She gave Great Britain 
a free hand at Taranto, and provided coal and 
several thousands of Italian labourers. The 
British Directorate of IVIovt'monts and Bailways 
took on the task. They made a new harbour 
of Taranto, building docks and piers, barrachs 
and wharves. Men sent from England and 
France found accommodation by thousands, 
with a corresponding storage for sup})lw‘s, at 
Taranto. Tho battle fleet of Italy was adso 
based on Taranto, always ready to move out 
and join the French battle fleet at Corfu 
should occasion arise, 

Tho creation of the Adriatic barrage d(‘- 


employod — hydroplaiu's, listening <levicos, anil 
depth charges. Everything above surface was 
used to tho utmost to detect and rid tho si'a 
of tho pest. And should tho enemy succeod in 
eluding the watehei-s and listiuiers on thi* 
watei-s, there were obstructive perils beno 4 \th 
which would bring about his destruction. 

Tho mcri' methods of hunting presented 
many ditlieultios. Listening for a submarine 
rocpiired a trained ear on the part of the 
listener ; he must bo able to distinguish tlie 
peculiar sound of a “ submarine beat ” from 
that of surface craft ; learn how to ascertain 
its speed, course, etc. Furthermore one chaser 
alone could not accurately fix tho position of a 
submarine ; to do this it was neci'ssary t,o havi' 
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manded great technical skill, iralomitable 
courage, and hmnaii endurance of high d(‘gn‘e. 
In comyjarison, the Straits of Dover barrage 
was almost simplicity. I’he watei-s of the. 
Straits of Otranto run swifter, the depth is 
immensely greater, and the enemy sulnnarines 
were closer nt hand. At first, the forei's at work 
on tho barrage were small in number, mostly 
destroyers. The best naval ami engineering 
brains were empanelled, and evc*ntually a 
fonnidable force was evolved. Night and day 
in all weathers the oO miles of tlie Straits w<*re 
patrolled by Briti.sh, French ami Italian 
destroyers, patrol })oats, drifters and trawlers - 
mainly from Scotland, but some from Eng- 
land fast travelling Italian motor seoiits. 
and "during the last six months of the wav a 
valuable contribution of 50 submarine chasiMs 
from the United States Navy. All tho devices 
for hunting and fif'stroying the submarine were 


eross-bearings frean otlier chasers also. It «*an 
easily be scMin that close cooperat.i«)n l)otween 
th<» vai'ious chasers or units was impcaativo ; 
they had to listen togi'ther, and to report <»r 
eoinmunieato the results of .their listening to 
each other, and tliereby establish tlie infor- 
mation on w'hieli to base tlu‘ir attack. While 
(diasias were hunting it was also necessary 
that their listeners sliould not he hampered by 
other craft in file vicinity. Aceonlingly 
listc*ning p(*rio<ls were established during w’hiidi 
all vessels in the vicinity were rcipiired to 
stoj) tia ir (‘ugines to giv^i tlie chaser a chance. 
In onk*r to prev<*nt the suhmarine from 
learning the intervals between listiMiing 
periods during which he (MUild stop his engines 
and between which he could run them, these 
periods were different every day. The piT- 
sonnel of the chasing ( raft, thiai, had a great 
fleal to learn. h'n)ri<'ney always reayis reward. 
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'J'hreo nionth.s before the toniiitiatiou of ihv 
war the barrage had become so efTiciont that 
if an encjriiy submarine v^entured to run the 
gauntlet it would have been subjected to nearly 
40 depth charges. It was a veritable night- 
fimrcj for tht» uruJersoa pirates ; no wonder 
that the <inemy contemplated abandoning 
his bases in th<? Adriatic and transferring 
to Constantinople. 

Of thc^ international forces on the burrage, 
t-hci work of the di’ifters attracted ]H‘culiar 
attention and sympathy. The men of the 
Navies wia-e aceustonuMl to travel the seas of 
t in? world ; it was <»th<‘rwis<i with those who 
manned tlu* drifters. Tn ]>ro-war days they 
sailed from tfieir home poit for a few days* 
fishing, nevei- more than 10(> miles away, 
certainly never outside llritisli waters. Yet 
they r<»s})onded to the call of duty, and sixilcjd 
to the Eastern IVhfditorranean and tJa; Afiriatic. 
Kor tw'o and som»^tiiiu5s three years tlu^se men 
liad seen iieitlu'r kitl\ nor kin. Sixty-eight 
p<*r e<ait. of their time was spent in hunting 
t he submarine, and sea life in tins |)art of the 
wf»rld is not very comfortable. Yet they wont 
on from day to day, ungrudgingly, living for 
th<^ most pai t on tii\ned food. 'That they were 


always keen ami alert was a tribute to the fine 
character underneath the tinned skin of these 
hartly sons of Britain. It is ah impossibility 
to record all their exploits of pluck and 
endurance. There is the story of the two 
drifters tackling tluj Gooben w'hen she came 
out and sank the monitor Raglan. One 
drifter fired her small gun : the other dri>pped 
smoke boxes. And in his oflicial report on 
the incident one skipper wrote : “ Not having 
received other onlors, T proceeded to patrol 
the iK'ts.” Then there was the trawler in the 
.^l\gc‘an Sea which, with a three-pounder, 
cdiasetl a submarine for an hour and a half, 
until the submarine disappeared. Whether 
something had gone wrong with the enemy’s 
nuuihintjry was m't known, but she certainly 
fled. Many attacks were made on these 
VC assets, and the names of a not inconsiderable 
nimil)C‘r will be found in the “ Roll of Honour.” 

Thc^ lirst serious attc'rnpt to raid the bai*rng<% 
on July 9, 1910, was referred to briefly in 
t’haptc'r ( ’LlTl., pagf^ 72, describing the Britisli 
Navy’s work in 1910 ; and in Chapter 
CLXXXTX, page 335, dealing with the work 
of thc‘ Italian Navy. A few more details have 
now to 1)0 recordcMl. Tlx' driftc*rs on this date* 
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were engaged upon anti-Nubinarine work, and 
were lying to their nets in the early hoiiis of 
the morning. At about 4 a.ui. a d*\stroyer 
was seen to bo approaching, and the skippers 
took her for an Allied vessel. At 4. 15, liowover, 
the dostr<^yer opened fue on th(' nearest 
drifter at point blank range. The H.N.U. 
lieutenant in command ordt^red his ci*ew to 
put on their life belts, while he sent off a signal 
by wireless, reporting the enemy’s prosem o. 
Ho made this signal twice, and then came on 
dock. Seeing tlait the stern of his shi]> had 
been blown away, he gave the order for all 
hands to jump overboard, and everyom^ exc<^pt 
the S(^cond hand, who had been shot dead, obeyed 
the order. Meanwhile the enemy had tuiiied 
his guns on the next drifb^r in the line, th«‘ 
crew of whicli, except one iiiaii, took to their 
boat when tlmy found their sliip was sinking. 
The man who remained behind jninpod over- 
board as the vessel went down, when ho ha<l an 
unpleasant experience, ’rhe drifter’s depth 
charges exploded at a certain depth, and th<‘ 
explosion shook the man considerably It 
gave him, said, “ cramp in the legs ” ; but 
he wiis not really hurt, and was picketl up later. 

Other individual porforuiiuicoa are recorded. 
The second hand of one drifU^r displayed great 
coolness while under fire. Seeing that tlio enemy 
wore endeavouring to destroy the wirok^ss tele- 
grapli apparatus, he went aloft to strike the 
topmast, quite regardless of the fact that sliells 
wen* passing between the mast and funnel. 
An enginernan from one of the driftew which 
was sunk was in the ship’s boat. ^Phe enemy 
determined to take <4io boat’s crew [)risonei*s, 
so the enginernan jumped overboard. He was 
recaptured, but when alongside^ the enemy 
destroyer ho again jumped overboard and 
escaped. A deckhand of one drifter n‘mainod 
at his post firing his gun, although under heavy 
fire from a very superior force, and, togethoi* 
with the n‘mainder of the crew, gav<^ three 
cheers when called upon to surrender by the 
enemy. The result of the enemy raid was that 
two drifters were sunk, ten men killed, eight 
men wounded, and nine men missing. 

The biggest attack on the drifters of the 
barrage occurred early in the morning of 
May 15, 1917. The official cojnmuniqiU iasued 
by the British Admiralty stated that an 
Austrian force consisting of liglit cruisers, 
which wore subsequently reinforced by des- 
troyers, raided the Allied drifter lino in the 
Adriatic, and succeeded in sinking 14 British 
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drifters 2281 Admirable; 2114 Avondale; 
2112 (’oral Haven; 2271 C’raigneon ; 11199 

belieitas ; 1899 (Jirl tJraieio ; 2714 (Jirl Rose; 

2274 Ht4enorai ; 2414 Qiiairry Knowt' ; 2711 

Selby ; 2189 SiMcnn ; 2155 Tivits ; 24.‘H Tran- 
sit and 1919 Young Linnet. From tlv*ni 
(according to an A\istrmn comwiniiqNe) 
72 prisoners wore tadvcn. H.M.S. Dairt- 
moutli (P’aptaiiii A. 1\ Addisnii, R.N.). with 
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the Itailian Rear-Admiratl on boaird, amd H.M.S. 
Bristol immediiitely elais<‘d the imcMny off, 
assisted by J'^ronch aiid Itadiaui tori>edo-boat 
d<5stroyers. TIk^ (‘liaise was (Mintinuod, with tiu* 
(>nemy under heaivy and continuous fire, till 
n«*ar (‘attan^, wIk'ii, seme (‘iitany battleships 
eeming out in snppeit ef their cruistTs, eur 
vass(*ls dn'W off. Italian auriiaai, »il*t(*r a baittle 
in th(' aiir, attacked tlm Austrian warships out- 
side (’attarc), and they conPnk'ntly asserted 
that one of the enemy rruiseis was heavvily on 
tins and was b(*ing taken in tow off (’attar(» in a 
sinking condition. ()ii(‘ etlaa* eni^rny erui.ser 
was report(*d by the British Admiral as being 
‘ badly damagaid.” During her passage back 
H.M.S. Dartmouth was struck by a tt>rpodo 
from an enemy submarine, but returned into 
port with tlircf^ men killed and one officer and 
foul* nani missing — boliovod dead — n,nd seven 
wounded. 9diero wenj no otlva* easualtios to 
our ships. 

9’h(‘ Italian semi-official statf*ment said : — 

Taking advantagci of the darkness of the 
night, an enemy group of some cruisca’s, which 
subsi^quently were joined^by some torpedo-boat 
destroyers, encountered shortly before day- 
break on May 15 a Kinall cronvoy, without 
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troopH, which was being escorted across the 
Adriatic. In a short, unequal fight which 
followed one of our escorting torpedo-boats, a 
Hteniner, and motor fishing vessels employed on 
patrol service were sunk. Allied naval forces, 
which were quickly joined by other British and 
French ships, including two French dostroyt^rs, 
came up, and the enemy fled rapidly towards 
the north, pursued by us. Our gunfire was 
certainly enicacious. Two enemy units, pursued 
by light W'arships, fled towards Durazzo under 
the protection of the coast dt^f oncers, while the 
British cruiser Dartmouth — on board of which 
was the Ttaliaii Admiral coTiunanding the 
Division of Scouts— followed by another cruiser 
hihI our destroyc^rs, succeeded, thanks to her 
great specul, in brilliantly maintnining contact 
for over two hours with three other ene-my 
ships ui tla^ Novara type. 8ho fired about GOO 
shots at th<‘m, until, arriving near the works of 
(Vttarc*, largc^r ships eaiuo out to supf)ort the 
enemy. At tla^ same time our daring seaplanes, 
aftoi’ repulsing the hostile machines in an aerial 
ccimbat, attacked the i^nerny ships with bombs, 
and were subsecpiently able to confirm tho 
sc’Tious damage suffered by them as the result 
of the fire to which they had been subjected* 


Two different aeroplanes reported that one of 
the enemy cruiser?, which was completely 
shrouded in smoke, wdth its after-part des- 
troyed, was on the point of sinking close to 
Cattaro. All the units engaged in the actions 
returned to our bases, as also did all our 
aviators.” 

It w^as on the occasion of this action that the 
wdreless operator of the drifter JBloandi gave 
the fine example of devotion to duty referred to 
in an oarlior chapter.* Ho was an A.B., 
R.N.V.R., named Douglas Morris Harris, and 
wdicn tho Floandi was attacked by tlux>e 
Austrian destroyers ho remainotl at liis post, 
continuing to send and receive messages iindor 
heavy fire, until ho was killed while writing the 
log. The line made by his pencil when he was hit 
could bo seen on the page of tho log, which ha.<l 
been perforated by a piece of shell. At the 
ImpcTial War Museum in Decombor, 1918, one 
of tho most precious of tho relics displayed at 
tho 8oa-Power Kxliibition was this log-book 
of the Floandi. 

It is impossible to estimate the number of 
submarines that were (lc‘finit(>'ly destroyed by 
tho Adriatic barrage*. That a large number 
pfige 170. 
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\vti8 dostroyed is certain, and [)robal)ly thosc^ 
that were clainiod, but for which thoro is 
no definite ovidenoo such as prisoners or 
wreckages, are considerable. Hito is a typical 
report: “On the 27th June, 1018, trawler 
3621, Lioiit. 0. E. Jolinson, R.N.R., in position 
Lat. 39, 27 N,, Long. 18, 47 E., hunted an enemy 
submarine. The hunt lasted from 5.20 p.m. 
to 7.20 p.m. The subinarino continually 
attempted to tlirow off pursuit. At 7.20 p.m. 
it was estimated that the submarine was directly 
underneath the trawler. An attack was made 
with bomb throwers and depth charge.s. The 
third explosion was an exceptionally heavy ojw, 
and no further sounds were heard by the 
trawler.” Here is a “ certainty.” At 1.47 a.in. 
July 30, 1918, H.M.S. 13adg(?r received a rcjiurt 
from armed trawhT William Coggswell that he 
was in touch with a subin(?rged submarine 
Batlger closed in and at 3.25 a.m. sighted throe 
trawlers in hunt formation. At 4.21 a.m. 
Badger heard depth charges dropped, lie 
then proceeded at full speed, when a submarine 
periscope suddenly appeared botwe(»n him and 
Cornelius Carroll on his port bow. He pro- 
ceeded at full speed and dropped six d(^pth 
charges over the subinarino. At the fourth 
depth charge the submarine came to the surfafre, 
driven up by the explosion, which had evidently 
been just beneath it. The submarine was on 
its side. It went down again, but reappeared 
at the sixth explosion, tail up. 


It was an hour’s run in a motor launch from 
tln^ Pia./.e(la to fighting lino on tln^ I’iave - 
V(*ni(*o was a.lmost within t in* grasp of the (Mieiny. 
After the ndreat from CapondJo the abaiwlon- 
miuit of the city was discnisseil, but the d(‘fen- 
sivo measures were too sound to C()m])el such 
a decision. T’ho enemy's guns never got witliin 
ranges but a long sori(^s of raids by ac^roplam* 
causc'd consid(*rahl(^ damage to buildings. 

The Lagoon, tll(^ canals end the riviTs form 
a natural (kd'iaice. Floating batiiTies and 
sandbag trenclu's manned by Italian MariiH's 
and British monitors were the complement of 
Natrtre. “ Spotting ” by aiTofilane olxservers 
was so c'ffective that three bri<lges across tlie 
lower Piave in the enemy’s use wtTe destroyed 
by tile gun-iire of a Britisli monitor, “^rhe 
Marines maiming the fioating ba,<t»Ties and the 
sandbag trtmehes at tin* (^irtelle/./.o bridge-head 
— there w'(U‘e no ilugouts in this dreary str(‘teh 
of marsh land were a production of the war. 
Th(^ Italian Navy did not possess Marines like 
tlie British Navy. The Italian Marine (’orps 
ow(*d its inception to Captain Dantiche, who 
was head of the defence* of Krado. At tliat time* 
a consid(‘rable numl)(*r of sailors wen* free, ami 
Italy need<*d every man sla? could musttT for 
the firing lino. 'I’Ik^ sailors w(Te formcHl into 
a definite unit as Marino Corps or Regiment. 
Many battalions of infantry and artillery wer<’ 
raised. With such spl(*ndi<l material it is not 
surprising thal the Marino Corps built mi a 
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to any of Italy’s figliting units. 
Aftrr tho ralroat from Caporotto it was tlio 
Marino Corps, uialor tlio ooiumand of Coni- 
ma.ii(l('r Starita, that hold tho Austrians along 
tho lowor Piavo. For 30 hours they withstood 
tho Austrian onslaught, and having stayod his 
advanco socurod tho safety of Venice'. Many 
wi'io tho heroic deeds jierfornied by oflieoi’s and 
men of tho corps. Tho story of tho death of 
t ’oininandor Batilo is ono of tho legends of the 
now formation, and ono of tlm battalions bears 
his name* Ho was tlai first man to cross th<' 
Piavt) in March, 1918, after tho Austrhm 
n'tiromont. Knowing that a count('r-attaek 
was intended, ho resolved to reconnoitn*. With 
four men ho crossed tho river in a small boat. 
His first act was to kneel down, [)iek up a piece 
of the soil, kiss it, and put it in his pocket. 
Ho stayed for an hour and a half, and on 
ro turning to tho boat found that ono of the men 
was missing. Ho wont back to search for him, 
and in so doing alarmed the enemy, who oiJoned 
tire. Re-embarking with tho three men, Bafilo 
t'rossed the river, but while doing so he wUhS 
badly wounded. Ho died on the way to hos- 
pital, but not before he had dictatt'd all the 
information ho had gained. He was posthu- 
mously awarded the gold modal, the highe.st 
honour in Italy. The mis.sing sailor subso- 
(puMitly turned up, having swuiin the river. 
No one was prouder of the achiovomonks of the 
Corps than Vice-Admiral Marsolo, Commander- 
in-Chief of the Venice defences. 

There still remains one other phase of tho 
work of the Navies in tho Moditerranoan to be 
tiescribod — tho dispatch of light forces from 


tho Japaneso Fleet ami tludr valued scu’vdce 
against the submnriiK's. It was on May 24, 
1917, that Lord Kobert (’ecil, in the House of 
Commons, made tho first onieial announcement 
on tho juattor, as follows : * 

Th« activities ot flic JupjiiH'so N'avy have not come 
to au end with thoir r'Xtci tivc o[)i*ralions iiiHlcrtakcii in 
tho caiiy stagt' of tin* wor in conjunction with the 
Hritiflh Navy, which ciihuinatcil in the extermination 
of the (It'rinan naval forces in tlio Pacilic. Tho spiM'ial 
detachment of several cruisers and ilestro^crs which 
w’as dispati'hcd to the coast of the Straits 8ottlem»*nts 
*ar|y iu JiUO has e\er sinei* hcen and is assist ing the 
Itrifish Navy in guanliug the Indian 0(‘oan east of 
CJoloiaho, while in thi* Nortlu*rn Pacific dotachmeiits 
»)f .fapaneso cruisers havt> in the course of last year 
carried out on several occasions, at the in<^tance of the 
Itritish tjoveriimont, extended cruises whicli were of 
ureat importance to th.' Allied cause. 

More recently, in view of thi' developmont ot the 
naval situation, tho two Allied (lovernments deemed 
It necessary that the operatioiia of the .lapaiicse Navy 
should be 1'urtlu‘r extended, .\ccordingly th** fmp<*riul 
Government dispatched u considerable force of light 
craft to the Meiliterranoan, where they are now co- 
operating w'ith th** naval forces of Groat Britain an«i 
otht*r Allies. Tn addition thiweto several new iletach- 
ments of powerful and fa-t cruisers have been dispatchfsl 
to assist the British Navy in the protection of shipping 
iu the Tndiaii and South Paeific Oceans. These ser- 
vices to tlio Allied cause, gratifying and important as 
they art' in thenwelves, gain additional valuo as ahow'ing 
the spirit of every one of our Allit*s, and as indieating 
tho greatness of tho assistance which wc may evj>cct 
fi*om thorn in tho future. 

The Minister of Marine, in a simultaneous 
announcement at Tokio, stated that the 
squadron sent to the Mediterranean was 
commanded by Admiral Kozo Sato. 

Evidence of tht^ skill and resource of the 
Japane.so cri'ws was afforded on the occa.sioii 
of the sinking, <)n May 4, 1917, of the British 
transport Transylvania. Although the fact 
wa.s not revealed for many days, the great 
majority 4)f the British soldiers and nurses 
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rescued owed their safety to the spoody arrival 
and seamanlike handling of the Japanese 
vessels. One destroyer alone saved 1,000 out 
of the 4,000 people on board the liner. Sov*‘ral 
officers and nurses from the Transylvania, on 
reaching London, called at tlio Japanese 
headquarters to express their thanlcs for all the 
kindness shown them. These ^ survivors must 
have read with deep regret the follounng 
announcement in the nc^^spapel•B on Juno IS, 
1917;— 

Tho Japfliicso Naval \Uarli6 cominiinicati^- tha 
following : 

“On Jiino 11 OTio of tho Japano^o dohfroyor flotilla" 
attackod oiivtny subniariiu':^ in ! ho Modit.orran«‘an. 'Pho 
roKult is not known. On fhnt occasion Sakaki roc.‘ive<l 
eomc daniago by cMiomy torpedo witli lo‘^■< of 55 lives. 
Sho was, however, towed safely into port.** 

The Secretary of the Ailininilty add- tla* folIovniL; 
note : 

“This is one of tile de'^lroyt'r*. wltich so gallantly 
aided in rescuing troop'- and crow Iroin the toipedoecl 
transport 'rransylvania at innniiient risk t>l being 
herself torpedoed. Her handling on that oo<*a''ion won 
the admiration ol everybody.” 

The spirit tinimiitiiig the Jiipancsc auf horilii s 
wjis exeinpIifitMl by a staltaut^iit el’ Aihniral 
Kato in th<i on July I, 1917. licplying 

to c-riticism Mitil iliti disjtatch of Japaiirsc 
warsliips to th(^ IMeditorrancan was not rc'quircd 
by the terms ol the Alliiinec, llu‘ Miiiisler of 
Marine said that I lie (hjvorninont was jiistilual 
in cooperating \Nith tin* Allies to bring tiboul 
the dofoivt of (jr<*rniHiiy, mid if ncc«‘ssary Ja])an 
would send a Kletd. to the At laiiti<*. 


At ^falta, on August 2, 1917, Roar-Admiral 
G. A. Mallard, on bounl the .lapaneso flagship, 
prt'sentod British decorations and medals to 
officers and men of the Japanese flotilla for 
services rendered, especially at the sinking i»l 
the Transylvania. In all, fivi^ officta’s ami H» 
petty officers and men were lionourod, of 
whom two otlicors ami four ratings had ^ince 
lo.st their lives, the decorations being lorwarded 
to their relaii\'es. 

The next recorded incident was the follov ing, 
parli<*ulars of which werc^ circulated by the 
Japanese Naval Attache : — “ One of the 
Japanese naval forces in the Motlitorranean 
while o.scorting J^ritish trans})orts on July 22 
at 1.50 p.in. siglitod an enemy submarine. 
VV^hih> oiu' uni I proteiUiMl tlu* transports trom 
attai'k on one side the otlua* proceeiied t-o atta-ck 
I ho submarine; and lired ein it, smashing the 
[Miriseope*. a.ml, after closely pursuing, again 
atta-ekiHl with success ami umloubtenlly eles- 
t royed (he siibiiiarino.*' On August- 12, 1917, 
tlH‘ .hipaia‘se Naval Attache' aiinouuced that 
voiiie a<lditioi\al Japanese naval units had 
joined the Allied forei," in Mnropean waters. 
.V few \>eek"t later, infennal ion came to hand 
from tho Japanese Admiral of a line piece of 
work, in which niir P'ar lOast-ern Alli«s, by 
good seamanship and great rajiidit-y of act inn. 
kept at bay and probably destroyed an i iiemy 
•"nbma.rine, prnti'eli'd an esc;or(-ed t-ra.nsporl , 
prodm'cd snmke "rreeiis lor a. greivt 1or)>edn«‘»l 
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liiior, anfl savod all tho passengers and < rew 
of tho linor — 550 pt'rsons, including womc'ii and 
child. (in — in the space of little over an hour. 
Again, on De(3cinb(^r 30, 1017, (nioniy sub- 
marines which att(‘mpted to attack British 
trail ports convoyed by Japanese warsliips 
were beaten off, and th(5 Japanese Ministry of 
Marine was able to rciport that none of their 
shijis was damaged. About this time siib- 
niarinos were frequently encountered during 
transportations and convoying, and an oflicial 
Tokio message reported that U-boats were 
sunk on February 12 and 19, 1918. On 

March 6, Captain Sato Yamamoto, t,ho Japanese 
Naval Attach6 at Borne, declared to an 
American interviowcir that 16 enemy sub- 
marines liad been sunk in one month by 
American and Japanese destroyers, in co- 
operation with the Allied Fleet. This ofticer 
(h'clarcMl that practically all the Austrian sub- 
mariii(5S had betai cleared from the Adriatic by 
the Italians, but their places had been taken to a 
great extent by German boats, shipped in parts 
from the Fatherland and assembled at Trieste. 

TIk) appreciation of tho Japanese seamen’s 
work was very general. The Diet passed a 
vote at tho cud of 1917 thanking the Navy 
" for its valuabh* services in the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans and tho Mediterranean in 
o )oi)eratjon with the lieroic ofiiccMN and men of 


Japanis Allies in the war.” Similarly, Admiral 
Kato declared to The Ti fries Correspondent in 
Tokio on July 11, 1918, that the Navies worked 
in complete harmony. Tho Admiral Com- 
manding, he said, reported repeatedly to tho 
Department in Tokio, “mentioning in high 
terms the good fellowship existing.” Tie 
Minister disposed of certain mischievous 
criticisms of tho character of Japanese work in 
tho Mediterranean by. pointing out thalb, as the 
only enemy craft navigating tho sea wer«^ 
submarines, these were being fought by 
squtidrons of small craft such as destroyers, etc. 
A capital ship, therefore, was useless in the 
Mediterranean, but in the Indian Ocean and 
the Pacific, whore raiders might operate, Japan 
had large craft. The Minister made it clear that 
his statement was made with a view to inform- 
ing those unfamiliar with naval matters, and 
also that he might counteract reports evidently 
de.signod to cause trouble and to represent Japan 
as being dissatisfied, whereas tho naval cooper- 
ation was most complete and much more 
offoctive,in liis opinion,than cooix'ration on land. 

On August 16, 1918, at a luncheon to the 
members of tho Japanese Red Cross Mission, 
Mr. Balfour referred to tlio signal serviei* 
rendered by the people of Ja[)an. “Our 
Japanese Allies,” said Mr. Balfour, “ ex- 
tended their naval activities from the 
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Pacific and the Far Ea.st(>rn sea« to t he ^fodi- 
♦erranean, and no one oonl<l to-day }io from 
Great Britain to Egypt, India, or Australia 
without obtaining evidence of the work done 
by the Japanewi destroyers and otlu>r of 
their units in preserving the safety of (.he 
seas.” 

It was also pleasing to read of the appm- 
ciatioii expressed for tlie lielp given to tlu> 
Japanese warships by the Jiritish during Iheir 
servicje in the Mediterranean. On Oett)- 
ber 30, 1917, it \\'»is announeed that the 
Japanese Oovernnient had decided to b(»stou 
decorations on a nuinbi'r of Britisli naval 
officers and men for tht' gallant b(dia.\'iour of 
British destroyers in rescuing under ciriMiin- 
stanc^os of gr6at difficult 5 '' Japaiie.se dt'stroyer 
that had been torpedoed. Although badly 
damage<l, she was toweil by Jiritish destroyers 
to an adjacent port, wla^re she was ' repair* ‘d. 
About half her officers and crew were saves!. 
Nearly a year later, on St pteiuber 13, 1918, 
there was published tlio following, which may 
have referred to the same d<‘Stroyer. 9'h*‘ 
letter was from the Japan«^s(» Naval A(ta<‘he 
to the Secretary of the Admiralty ; 

T am ilfsirtMl by tlio Minister of Mnrino, Tok\o, to 
convoy to yoa, and through you to tbo IJritish Navy, 
hifl most sincoro thanks for tho efforts of your Depart - 
inont, whieh have resulted in eoiiiplotioii <»f H.f.J.M. 
destroyer, aufl tf> a.-sure you that the <li(Ti<mIf ies us 
regards material atid I ibour aro fully realizetl, and that 
the completion of the ves.sf*! is duo ttlone to the p«*r- 
sistent otlorts of tfie British ant horititfs. 'Pho Minister 
of Marine, who has jjist Ijeen informed that the 
dostroyer i.s again in commission, lias r<*ceived the 
news with iniic)i satisfaction, and is liappy that this 
voHscl can now lak*^ again its place alongside the sliips 
of the Allied Navies. 

An important adjunct in tho counter-ofT(*nsivo 
against the submarines, and in attack.s on enemy 
ports, was tho coopei-aiion amongst the A lin’d 
air forces. Until the middle of tin? summer of 
1918, the air forces at work wore tho British, 
Italian and French in tho Adriatic aiul Middle 
Metliterranean, witl» Frencli, British and s*»mo 
Greek machines })ascd on tho ports of the 
Kastern Mediteirancan . Towards tlu) end of 
June the American Air Force began to take an 
active part in the operations, and opened bas<\s, 
one of the largest being at Porto Corsino, on 
tho Adriatic coast, operating chiefly in con- 
junction with tho Italian air stations from 
Venice to Ancona. The installation of British 
kite balloon sections on this coast in tho spring 
of 1918 also added to the efficiency of the 
Allied Air Forces. These balloons were brought 


into use in Ciumcxitui with the Otranto barrage, 
an<i W't’re* also used tor mt'teorologii*al obstu'va- 
tion. In adilitioii, a kite balloon statioti wa-. 
opened at Tp.so, in tho Island of Corfu, als*> 
under the command of the British. Fiffective 
work was also d.aie by the French air stati*>n 
at Giorone, in (’orfu, ami hy the Frcaich airships 
attached to the FfchcIi Fleet. 

The tdl**(*t ot t ht' v\lli(‘d cooperation in tho 
iur was ft*lt hefort' the clo.s*' of the .snmmer, in 
spit** *»t th** tact that Aiistr’ia ])ossess('d exfra. 



VICE-ADMIKAL KOZO SATO. 
Commanded the Japanese Squadron in the 
Mediterranean. 


*)r*]iiiary mituial a<lvantagcs f*>r submarine 
w’*)rk. Unlik*» th*; Adrial i** c*)ast *)f I taly, which 
sk>wly sln*lv*\s to *l**cp*‘r w»itcr ami »d’f*jrds but a 
poor iiiding phi*-*? f*)r submarim-s, t h** d<***p wa.t*a‘ 
on tli*3 Austrian ***>ast. pi*-sciit*‘d many hi*ling 
pla**c*s f*)r ll-boat/S, which could li*- submcrg**d at 
a d(;pth at \v hi(?)i it was impossil)!*- for an aircraft 
obs**rvi*r to sp*»t thf*m. N*»t w it list anding thi.s, 
the ac'tivity on tht^ part f>f submariii<?s b*‘gaii t*) 
«iecrea.se, an*l this may b<* partly attribiit*^*! 
to the alm*)st ine<^s.sant b*)mbai*<lm*-nt of tli*' 
ports of Bohi, lJura/./.o ami Cut taro uml th*» 
si^a islets w Inch ha*l aff*>nle*l g*) 0 <l Iiiding phw**s. 
The caili<*r b*>mbing exp<*ditions on (:!attar*> 
and Durazzo had liad successful results, tho 
Italian Htati*jns at Venice?, Ancona, P<^rto 
Coi*sino and other points on the coa-st ef»- 
operating with the British station at Otraiit*> 
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t<> such an extent that tlie junction of Austrian 
surface and urnler-sea craft was prevented at 
any givc^n point, and on several occasions the 
concentration of (*norny forces was broken up 
or rc^ndered impossible. 4'hese constant harry- 
ing tactics also proven <,ed a ref)etition of 
attacks on the Otianlo-Valona bairago. 

Thti kiU^ balloons of tlif^ ilritisli at Ih'intlisi 
(Base No. 3) and (V»rfu (Base No. 4) quickly 
proved their csihcacy, and on sev'cral octmsions 
M'hilo on patrol and secret duty were able to 



OBSHKVATION CAK OF AN ITALIAN 
COASTAL-DEFENCE ARMOURED TRAIN. 

d<Tect submarines m the neighbourhood of the 
barrage*, (dimatic <;onditJons were none loo 
g4»od for l\u' work, and t he ini (‘use h('at in the 
Southern Siuis gave rise to problems couia'cted 
with tlu^ fabric of the gas eontain(*rs such a.v 
had not been iiK't with in honu> waters. Tt 
was found that the fabric ])erished quickly, 
aiul this necessitated the du|)lieation of the 
numluT of balloons engaged on tlio work, willi 
a corri'sponding inciH'ase of stores and ]H‘r 
sonnel, Bi^sidt^s bombing expeditions, n‘eim- 
naissances of eiKMuy ttM’ritory !>y st'aplane^^ 
wt're frequent, and much useful information 
^^'as obtained not only for na\al purposes, 
but for tiu* Italian troops in Albania under 
Coneral Kerrero ; whi!<' spottinjS was earrieil 
«ail for tln' British monitors which cooj>eratcd 
in the advance of tlu‘ Italian troops on Berat. 

fn Novc'inber, 1017, tlu re was an interesting 
attack on an enemy submarino by a British 
bombing j\eroplane. 'Tla' submarine had been 
sighted by an ftalian lot4<*out and was inter 
I'eptetl by tlu' aeioplane, it being too rough 
to send <^ut st'a]»lan('s. ^Vs o\ir machine 
approached t<* attack the submarine began to 


dive, an<l wtis badly shaken by bombs which 
fell on either quarter. In spite of the strong 
wind the aeroplane circled down t-o the sub- 
marine and hit the conning tower several 
times before the U-boat completely submerged. 
The firing, it is thought, damage<l the periscope 
of the submarine, and j^robably luid the effect 
of blinding it. Constant observation wtis kept 
until nightfall ; the only indication of the 
submarine being patches of oil observed by an 
I ta liai i airm ai i . 

Uarly in January, 1918, a seaplane from the 
Otranto station spotted a submarine, which 
<livcd just V)fTore our airman could g<*t over 
h<‘r. The pilot, however, dropped a Vannb on 
the spot whertj the submarine had submerged, 
and two large patches of oil appeared t)ii the 
surface. Nothing mon? was setin or heard t»f 
the submarino although a continuous ])atrol 
was kept up by Italian and Britisl) inachini s. 
In the same month, in spite of very a« lvcr.se 
weather, attacks were made on two otlK^r 
submarines. Owing to strong gales it was 
f'xtremely diflicult to distinguish tlu' wasli of 
a subinariiai from the wiivos tluMustdvcs. 

During a raid touanls tlu* end of IMay. 1918, 
by Jhitish aircraft on Duraz/.^), one of our 
cs<*orting scMiplam^s obsta-ved a large* eiitany 
subniarint^ at one of th<^ jetti('s to th(' south of 
the harbour, and at om-t* attacked. A v(*ry 
iicavy ant i-airciaft bari*agc was set up. sh(4ls 
bill sting on all sidi'S of the niachiiu- u itJiout 
hitting it. In spiti* of this, and of tlie fa< t tlwd 
the i-nciny fired smoke bombs to ohscuR* tlie 
submarine, the sca])lan(‘ maiioeuvn'd twer the 
v<*ssc*l and obtainc<l a direct liit on the bows. 
<-a using her to he(4 riglit- over. 

A few days afterw^ards, an attack was made* 
on Cattail) in wliicb over one and a lialf tons of 
bombs were dropped. Tlu' raid caused great 
alarm among tlio Austrians, whosi* vessels at 
once left tJicir moorings and scattered in the 
liojM* of evading tht* hoinhs. Several .sn})marincs 
were sctai in tiu* act of submerging, and in one 
case a bomb ft‘ll iliroctly by thi* side of the bow s 
of a I’-boat. ( ’onsiilcrablc damage was done to 
the ba.so. On the ri‘t urn journey’ one of tlie 
c.scorting .seaplanes was forcinl to alight on the 
water through engine trouble and capsized. 
The j)ilot and observer, who liad managed to 
elaml)!'!* out on to the floats, were rc.scued by’ one 
of <»ur torpi‘d(> boat destroyers. 

In Juno, the Otrantu base conducted tlircc 
highly’ sucee.ssful raiils on Cat taro, in the first 
«>f which the sulanarine ami sea])lane basc-^ 
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wore biully <1aiuap:o(l ; a large two-fvmnell.Ml 
steainor, bolioved to bo a transpori, was s»'t on 
lire, and a seaplauo of the latest typo 

boinbecL On Juno 2, the military works on 
the island of T^agosta wore bomluMl witli visibly 
good results. 

The Ainorican airmen had but a few montlis’ 
experioneo of the AdrnUic, the terminal ion of 
the war i^rovonting tlio do\<dopmont «>f am- 
bitious schemes. Pole,, however, liad eauso to 
roniernber thoir presence in tliat short ]M‘riod 
IiUHJSsantly by day and by niglit they conduch'd 
thoir “stunts.” The iinij(n7ty of tlu» Hying 
men wero well on the young side, and earrieel 
out thoir work with all the /.est — and eareless- 
tioss -of youth. The hillowing incident demon- 
strates the spirit of the young Americ*aii 
ainiieii. One night two machiiavs hail llowii 
over J\)la, being subjt'ctod to a heavy bom 
hardniont. One machine was hit, and <»ame 
lowii in tlio sea. The pilot sank t he maeliine 
and began swimming — ho Jiad no idea of 
direction, lie swam on. HLs (‘oinpanion in the 
other machine missed him, and presently 
swooped down towards the swimming airiiian, 
who iiianagtMl to scramble aboard. MiMintime 
tlie maehino was iind<^r heavy lire, but the 
jouriKiy home was safely madi’i. WIumi 
ipiest ioned about liis adventiiro, tho man who 
liad lo.st his maehino oxpresstid his regiet that 
when ri'scued ho had a eigarette, but no match ! 

More t haji any other class of fight ing Die war 
ill t-h<‘ air stirred the soul and fired lht» iinagi 


Jfil 

nation of the Italian pet>ple. J^lu* eouiitrv, in 
deadly peril, had realized through (hanni 
t aproni, (^ne of the world’s pioneer aii’men, t hat 
her salvation largely lay in the di'st.ruet ion 
of the enemy s iaetorii'S. And this spirit of 
waging wariari' was rolli'cted in a remarkahlo 
pamjJilet deilieat.ed to I’aproni by Ts’im> 
Salvanosehi under tho title ” Let Ps Kill tho 
War.” Salvanesi'hi ciaielutled in thes^^ words: 
“ l^»‘t ns aim with a sharp volley at. the heart 
<'»f llu' oiiemy's u'sislaiuio ; <*onsnme with a 
ram of dt^strnetion tht' laet-ories which I'leato 
tlio (aa'iiian lU'tenei' ; ai'eomplish tho task by 
a eoinhined niaiueiivre amongst tlw' Allii's t-o 
pnxhieo tin' Kojied-ior iiieipiality hel.NveiMi the 
ixiemv foriu's and onis ; and, above all, st.rik<‘ 
with(^iit< T‘(‘gret. or remorse; iio pity foi’ thi'in 
who know' neitluM* l«>v^e, nor faith, nor reviM-em t*. 
rht» dead, kiltxl hy treaeliery iu tiu* tnaielu's 
and on tin* st‘a.s, ni*«^ waiting. J’hii fallen, 
mown down }>y inaehine-guns for the mad 
• Ireain of Imperial ({ermany, are waiting. 'The 
nmther, t-ho widows, tlu‘ aged and the hahii's 
ill tho empty houses, in tin* deserted tielils 
and the phmdc'ied ( hmvhe.s. are still wait.ing. 
Let tho deadly rain boiin^ by Italian wn'ngs fall 
troiu t,ho skills ! No one will ever e,ondemn us 
for having killeil the, war ! ” 

J’ho poetic spirit <)f the raee was kindled to 
a degree that aronsi'd enthusiasm in tJie four 
corners of tin' earth, (.'ahrieli* d’Anmnr/io, 
wdiose po(‘tiy had thiilled the youth of the 
world, now inspiiod the soul of his country to 
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AN ITALIAN MOTOR SCOUT AT VENICE. 


jUM’ial activity 'I’tin pjiMMvl.osi of Italy’s living 
poct-H and novelists Ikmuuik^ oiio of the most 
|>o|>iilat' and heroic figun?s of the war. He 
hcMNimt^ an airman. His patriotism and love 
of jiistieo and freedom Ixjeainc^ a passion. He 
had th<» saint' litiry tomptM'ament as IJoyd 
dt'orgt'. lit' domiiiattMl everything and ev<*ry- 
hody. lit' laid no respect for “form fours'* 
tiiseiplint'. If tlu're was dangt'rous work, ht‘ 
jimt only voluiiteert'd, but insistt‘tl on being 
stMit. His t'xploits wt'ro as roinantie as lus 
pot'try ; ht' pt'rformt'd tlu' most ama/.ing feats 
by land, stuv ami air. A Special Oorrespontlent 
of The Times who met him at the lieadtpiarttu’s 
t)f his (lying stpiadroii in August, 11)18. 
tlt'seribt'd him thus : 

“ Ht' was in eav^alry uniform (ht* had servt*tl 
in the army b('ft>rt' this war) ami immaculately 
grtuanotl. Hti wort' large tlark spt*ctacles, for 
he hatl lost the sight t)f onti t\ye by slu'll splinter, 
anti it, was at out' time ft'aretl that lit' wt>ult) 
bectmie ttitally hlintl. Ami t»n liis tunic wert' 
ftair full rt)ws of ribbons, each t»ne a ttiken t>f 
an act t>f bravt'iy. To me the world of ])oetry 
stH'int'd to havt' turiu'd topsy-turvy. Whtai ht' 
t'sctirtt'd us rountl his 'planes, t'xplaiiiing tht'ir 
technique anti what they had done, trAnnun/.iti 
the poet had vanishetl anti only d’Aiinun/.io 
the soltlit'i* rt'mainetl. Hut we met crAnnunziti 
the pt)et when he ctaitlucted us to his room. 
Here was tin* ptiet- — his rtxan was poetry 
it-ielf in the beautiful draperit's of the wall. 


the arrangemt'iit of t he furniturt', and the botiks, 
.\nd then in search of incitlent T asketl him 
about his trip to Vitaina, wht'U he droppetl 
pamphlets ovt‘r thi' c-it-y. Ht' rt'gartled it as 
just am ordinary flight. Could I see the 
pamphlet ? Yes. (^)ultl I have one ? Yes. 
.\ml wtailtl lie autograph it ? Yes. So he sat 
at his table and antt)graphed the pamphlet, 
and (lien hamled it to mo with a smile and a 
bow. I askt'tl him to recite his })amphlet. 
With a gesture of pleasure lie bt'gan to intone 
tht' words which he literally flung at tht' 
Austrians, ami which end : ‘ On the wings t>f 

victory that ri.se from the rivet's of liberty wc' 
havi' only como for "the joy of courage and 
daring. We liave only come to demonstrate- 
what we might dare and do when we so desir<'.’ 
And with a handshake and a few words of 
farewell T left him.” 

It Wixs on August i), 1018, that d’.Annunzio’s 
sipiadron visited Vienna. Within a few ilays 
of this propaganda flight, the poet-air- 
man was again oves enemy territory, 
this time on vengeance bent. Pola wa.s the 
objective. Describing the atlair Mr. (J. Ward 
Price says : — “ Major Gabriele d’Annunzio, 
Italy’s poet-airman, who led the raid on 
Vienna, has carried out an adventurous and 
ix^rsonal reprisal for an Austrian night air rai<l 
during which one of th(‘ enemy iiiaohim\s 
dropped a bomb within a yard of his sleeping 
quartc'rs. The bomb did not explmle. hut (lie 
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thud knocked over and brf>ke n from whioli 
d’Aniwiuzio hatl ilnink an hour before. In 
this the soldier-poet j?aily Haw a matter for 
personal vengeance, and starting off in tlio 
aftf^rnoon with his pilot in a new type of fast 
weight -carrying land machine, ho (low about 
100 miles straight across the Adriatic Sea to 
Pola, dropped 14 bombs on the arsenal, and 
returned safely to his tv^rodn^ino. I was 
waiting there when he arrivcnl amid a round of 
cheers from his squadron. ‘ There w^as a 
heavy btxrrago fire,’ h<^ told us, ‘ and once I 
thought our tail had been struck. But not a 
single one of the Austrian chaser machines 
got up after us. The Austrians are vtTv keen 
to got mc^ but they missed a good chance this 
afternoon.’ ” 

Earlier in the day, too, the Austrian flyers 
had been baulked. An Italian single-seater 
came dow'n with damaged engine out in the 
Adriatic. Austrian destroyers and s<'aplanes 
caino out after it, but before tht‘y <'ould g<‘t 
there i^riother si*a|jla!i(^ pilot swooptni down, 
took tlio airman from the daniag<*d machine 
upy bcdiind him, sitting astride the ftiselagt', 
sank the damagcnl machine, aial made otT, 
leaving the baulk<Ml Auslrians bohiial. Major 


d’Annun/io henceforth wore in his flights an 
i v'ory-hilted dagg<‘r. 'rhis wea]>ou was the 
mark of the ItaHiin Arditi or storm troops, 
and all the eight airmeii who took part in the 
raid on Vit*nna were named by tia'ir eomra<h’s, 
“ Storm tmops of the air.” 

It may be urged that the ])romine*nce given 
to the exploits of d’Annunzio <lwarfed the 
achievements of other Italian airmen. In a. 
sense perhaps this w^as true. But this aina/Jng 
man wiis the embodim(»nt of tlu* soul of Italy, 
and others wt‘re well conU'nt to htlhuv his 
examphs to wc*ar dfH’orations won by pca-sonal 
valour, but to avoiil popular clamour, so that 
hi‘ who interpndi'd tln' spirit of the nation 
might w’ork untrammelled for tlu' triumphant 
victory aral fiitain* S(‘curity of his country. 

'The foregoing is a summary of the work of 
our Allies and assocititi's in the Mediterranean 
during la'arly tj years of war. It is, on th<‘ 
whole, an inspiring and edifying story t»f 
lieroisrn, skill, [)at ic‘nc*<», and d(*votion to <lnty 
on the f)art* of thf‘ seanaai. In addition to 
tho natiotis whose' sliips ha.v»‘ been mentioned — 
Great Britain, bVanei', Italy, Japan, and the 
Unit('d State's — Bnssia was n'pre sente'tl in tlie 
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I IIE ACHILLEION, THE EX KAISEk’S i'AEACE AT CORFU. 
LIscd as a Hospital for Serbian Wounded. 


ejiilv |»arl tM 1-1 u' W ju' I),\ iIk' <*nnsor A.skold. 
.UK I ill tlio bit ('I' stn.‘Ccs l h(5 (Jrerk Navy, \vlii«*h 
liiid iMUK'lilod l>y aslatT nj' lintish nllicors iiiulor 
Krar-Adininil (dill on itrown, also liolpod. I»y 
t I ivoinsi ji iici's Ix'yoiul tlu ir ooidrol tin* Navies 


of Portugal and lira/,il wni |)revi‘nl»*d i’loin 
<*oe|>era.ting iii tiie MiMliterranran, tlio slaps 
of th(* latler Power liavmg only just roached 
Kuropcan wal ers \\lu‘n tlu* iViiiii.stice With 
tierinany wav >^iL!m‘d. 
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164, 165 ; loans to Allies and 

Dominions, 166, 167; National 

Debt, growth of, 173 ; revenue, 
1916>18, 148; statistics, August, 
1914-AuKii8t, 1918, 173; taxation, 
increased. 148-150; Treasury Bills, 
changes in rates, 152, sale siis ponded, 
153 ; Vot458 of Credit, table, 147, 
148 ; War Bonds, introduction of. 
156-158, campaign for, 159; War 
expenditure, growth of, 147; War 
Loan. Third, 153-156 ; War Savings 
Certificate, introduction of, 152. 
153; Food, prices, increase, 177, 
178, comparison with other coun- 
tries, 178, 179; Foreign policy 

during reigns of Victoria anil 
Edward VII., 110-114; Royal 
Family and the War, 109-144 ; 
name changed to \Vindsor, 124 ; 
Silver Wedding Day, 126 ; Trade, 
imports and exports, statistics, 
174-176 

Orive. British steamer, sunk in Irish 
Channel, 334 

arivesne*, fighting at, 406 

arivillers, Germans take, 187 

Quiscard : British fall back to. 83 ; 

Germans capture, 88 
Gnlllauoourt, Germans take, 190 


H 


Haifa, port of, British occupy. 250 
Haig, Field-Marshal Sir D. : dispatches 
quoted. 42, 43. 67. 105. 106. 181, 
397 ; takes over part of French line, 
March. 1918, 38; to hold the 
Braye-sur-Somme-Albert line, 100 ; 
evacuates part of Ypres Salient, 
293-294 ; asks for French troops 
to relieve British. April, 1018, 294 ; 
didlrMiltios of in Gorman Offennive 
of March, 1018, 318 ; Special Order 
to Artillery engaged in Somme and 
Lys Hatties, 405, 406 ; on fleneral 
Gough, 98 ; on work of Cavalrymen 
and Engineers, 209 

Haldane, Lieiit.-Gencral Sir J. A. L., 
in command of VI, Corps, 46 
Ham. Germans take, 67 
Hangard ; fighting at, 104; Germans 
lose, 101 ; French lose and retake, 
308 ; German attack. 403 
Hangest-en-Santerro, French troops 
forced back, 98 

Harmond. Major-General A, E. W., in 
command of 2nd and 3rd Cavalry 
Divisions, 83 

Harper, Lieut.-Gcneral Sir G, M., in 
command of IV. Corps, March, 1918, 
45 

Hattcncourt - EstrfW»s - Frlse position. 

British lino withdrawn to, 80 
Oaz trd, H.M.S., loss of, 336 
Ilazebrouck : German advance towards 
held up. 291 

H^buterne-Bucqnoy line, 4th Australian 
Divinion fill gap in, 94 
Hcdjaz, King of, 226 ; Army, campaign 
of. 226-235, 243, 252 
Hcdjaz Railway, Arab raids, 226, 241, 
243 

Holigolffnd. Bight of, British raid. 1018, 
328 

Henikor, Major-General W. C. G. in 
command of 8th Division, 82 
Hindenburg, General von. on the coming 
German Offen'^ive, 1018, 37 
Hipper, Admiral von, in command of 
German High Seas Fleet, 329 
Hofer, General von : crosses the Ly**, 
298 ; captures Steen werek, 299 
Hoffmann. General, In command of 
German Coriw near No yon. 412 
Hollebeke-Armentieres line. General SIxt 
von Armin attacks, 296 
Horne, Lieut.-Colonci Sir R., Third 
Civil T^rd at Admiralty. 328 
Hdtzendorf. Marshal Conrad von, in 
command of Austrian Armies in 
A<«iago uplands. 27 

Humbert. General : 183 ; In command 
of French Third Army assisting 
British, 84 ; takes over Anglo- 
French command on right of British 


Fifth Army, 85, 86 ; Army Order 
to French Third Army, 99 
Hurley. Mr. Edward N., Chairman of 
Amenean Shipping Board. 256 
Hutier, General von: in command of 
XVIII. German Army, March, 1918, 
46 ; at Battle of the Matz. June. 
1918, 419 


Use, General von. In command of 
Geiiu'in Corps, 412 

India. Finance, contribution to Great 
Britain. 172 

Intrepid, H.M.S., bloekship at Zeebrnggi-, 
342. 347 

Ijihit/eni'i, dl.M.S , bloekship at Zee- 
brugge, 3 42, 347 

Iris, H.M.S., in Zeebrugge operatioii», 
342 

Italian Army: collapse of moral in 
certain sectors. October, 1917, 8, 
14, 15 ; Commands, changes, 18, 19 ; 
errors and failures during disaster of 
1017, 8-19 : pacifist propaganda in. 
33, 34 

Italian Front. November-December, 
1917; Caporetto disaster, 1-36; 
investigations into and causes of. 
32-:i6 ; Briti.sh and Fo-neh reinforee- 
ineiits sent to. 18, arrival, 27, 28 . 
OiMinin decisloD to cooperati- 
against, 1, 2; Germans on the, 
4-7 ; Italian disptisiiionH, Oetobfr. 
1917, 3 ; opening of Austro- Germ an 
Offeiisivo, 5 ; general retreat to 
Fiave, 9-17, loKses in men and 
material during. 15, 17 

Italian Navy, work in the Adriatic, 
44U-446 

Italy : Finance, National Institute of 
Exchange established, 173; food, 
scarcity of, 34 ; munitions, loHseti 
made up, 27 


Jackson, Major-General JI. C., in com- 
mand of 501 h ihvisij)!!, 98 

Jackson, Rear-Admiral T., In command 
» ' Naval operations in I’ali‘.stiue, 

223 

James Pond, British trawler, sunk in 
Dover Straits, :t:t7 

Japan, financial help to Allies, 164, 166 

Japanese Navy, work in the Medlh-r- 
rancan, 456-459 

Janlgonne, Germans reach and fail to 
cross Marne at, 418, 419 

Jeffreys, Major-fJeiieral O. D., in com- 
mand of British I9lh Division, 58 

Jcllicoc. Admiral Sir John : message 
from King George, 136 ; retire- 
ment, 1918, 327 

Jericho, British advance on, Australians 
enter, 229 

Jerusalem: British admirint ration in, 
227; cvente after British oeeupa- 
tion, 243, 244 ; Turkish attaclcs, 
December, 1917, 22:1* Turkish 

positions round, 220 

JenLsalcm to Damascus. 217-252 

Jerusalcm-Shechern Road : fighting, 

231; Turkish attacks on Biiti.^ii 
outposts, 224 

Joudwinc, Major-General If. S., in com- 
mand of 55th Division. 212 

Jisr Benat Yakub, British defence, 251 

Jisr ed Damieh : British occupy, 260 ; 
Turlts cross Jordan at 24? 

Jordan : General Alknby's plans for 
operations on, 228 ; British cross 
at Makhadet Hajlan, 237, with- 
draw across, 240, again cross, 24.3, 
seize i ail way and road crossings 
■onth of Lake of Tiberias, 250 ; 
Liman von Sanders’s attack on 
British, 246; Tnrks withdraw 
across. 232 


K 

Kaiser, riie . visit-, Kiel, 1918. .331 ; 
on tlie coming tb'inian Olfensive, 
1918, 37 

Knto, Admiral, on Japanese coopiuation, 
4.57, 458 

K.attepat; British raid, April, 1918, 
328 ; British destroy German traw- 
lers. 353 

Kcinmel Hill: Importiince of, 302; 
Germans attack. 295, take, 302, 
303 ; Allied attempt to retake. 303 ; 
German attacks near, 404, 405 

Keiak, Arabs take 240 

Keyes, Vice-Admiral Sir Roper ■ sue- 
eeed> Viee--4dmiial Sir R. Bacon 
in Dover l*atrol. 327 ; in eoininand 
of Zeeiirugge and (Ktend operations, 
327, plans, 311; on Huece.ss of 
Dover barrage. 337 ; receives 
hoiiorarv friMslom of Boroiigti of 
Dovi'r, 336 

Kraevel, Gcn<‘ral von, In command of 
German (’or|)s in Lys Valley, 297 

Krobatln, Marshal, in ooinmand of 
Aiistro-German troops on l*iave- 
Breiita line, 27 


L 


La Ba.sst^e Canal- Bois Grenier lini'. Ger- 
man attack, 2 1 2 
La Beeqiie, Brit ish take, 289 
La (Mvtfe-Voormezeele line, (jerinaD 
attack, 404 

Laeouture, Germans storm, 298 
Lader.''bl, General Riiggieri, in eomiimnd 
of Italian Ninth ('orps, 24 
I^ngnieoiirt, Germans take, 59 
Lapf*yr('re, Vice-Admiral BoiR’ ile, in 
command of French Naval forci*s in 
Mediterianean, 437 

Lariseb, General, In support behind 
General Wieluira, 412 
Lassigny, German advam-e on. 103 
I<aventie, Germans capture, 298 
Law, Mr. Bonar : siispend.s sale of 
Fxebeqiier Bonds and introduces 
War I-oaii, 153 ; on British loans to 
Allies, 167, 168* on growth of 

National Debt. 173; on position of 
the 'I’ll rone, 144 

Law<‘-<’larenee Rivers, British position! 
impioved, 296 

l.awe R'ver, Geriimn attacks, 214 
Lawford, Major-tbiicral 8ir S. T B., 
in eommiiiiii of tin* list Divi.sion, 67 
Lawn-lice, Colonel T. JL, with the Arab 
Army, 233 

Lawrie, Major-GciK-ral C. E., in com- 
mand of British tl3rtl Division. 87 
Jjue, Major-tb-ncial R. 1\. in cotninand 
of British 18th Division, .57 
Le Qiiesnoy-Rosirtres-Proyurt line, Kilth 
Army iall back to, 93 
Lestrern, Gcnnnn- mlvancc on, 216, 
take, 300 

Lc Tourct, British defence, Atiril, 1918, 
213 

Le Vcigiiicr, Germans take, 61, 62 
Lo Verner, British 31st Division take, 289 
Liberinont Cana!- British retreat to, 
83 ; Genrmns crf>ss. 89 
Liman von Sanders. General : in eoni- 
iiiand ot ’I'liiki.sli Aiiny, 217; suc- 
ceeds fteneral von Falkenhayn. 2.30; 
attack on British at Jordan. 216 
Lisle, Lleut.-General Sir H. de B. de, in 
command of BrBisii XIII. (knps, 106 
Lizard, H.M.8., i neoiinter with (lorhen 
and Jireslau, 358 

Lloyd. Captain <ieo., with the Arab 
Army, 233 

Llovd George, Rt. Hon. David : in 
Italy, 18; formation of Versailles 
Council, 323 ; teb-graplLs for Ameri- 
can help, 330; Iribiite to Navy, 
326; on Biitjsh antl-subrnarine 
tiieosures, 360 
Locon, Germans take, 300 
Locre ; 6ghting near, 401 ; French line 
advanced, 408 

Locre- Voormezeele sector, German 
attack. 423 
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lioaverval, Germam capture, 53 
Luce, fighting on. 102 
Ludcndorff, Qonoral von : on coming 
German OlTi'nove, 1918, 37, 201, 
202 ; report on first days of Often - 
Mvo, 80, 81 

Lfittwitz, General von, in command of 
German III. Army, March. 1918, 48 
Lyoee, Coinmodoro H., in charge of 
Oatend operations, April, 1918, 348 
Lye: British withdraw across, at Bac 
St. Maur, 213 : Battle of. opens. 
210. British strength, 211; tribiit** 
to British Second Army, 390. 401 


M 


Ma’an, Arab forces move on, 240 
ifackenxin. Major-General C. J , in com- 
mand of British 81st Division, 54 
Maenarnnra, Dr. ; explanation of Ad- 
miralty chinges, .328; on losses In 
Irish (.'liHfinel. 331; on shelling of 
8t. Kilda by Gennans, 33d 
Mwfon. French destroyer, in Dunkirk 
action, 339 

ifallly-lUineval. Germans reach, 105 
Malsscmy. British line pierced at 54 
Malcolm. Maj<ir-General .V. in command 
of ddth Division at Roiscl, with- 
draws behind Ttilrd Defensive Line. 
82 

Mangelaare - T.angernarck - Zonnebeke - 
Veidlioi'k line, (termans occtipy, 801 
'fareelave. Britisfi abandon, 98 
Marden. Miv|or-General T. O., in com- 
mand of liritisli Otti Division. 54, 58 

vfarenll, Germans roach, 420 

Marne : Germans nvach, 41P.-U9 ; occupy 
from Chilteau-Thierry to Dormans, 
419 

Blarqn('glisc, Germans reach, 420 
Marwit;,. General von der, in command 
of If. German Army, March, 1018, 
40, 4S 

Mary. I’rincess * visits industrial centres, 
130, 131 ; visits Uo(’l»amptoii Hos- 
pital, 140, 141 ; work as V.A.D., 
141 

Mary, Queen : letter to men of Army, 
Navy, and Air Forces, 140 ; visits 
to hospitals, 130-141, munition and 
Industrial centres, 120-133, Rosyth, 
130. Western Front, 122, 123 ; work 
on Relief Funds. 139, 140 
Matbo.son, Major-Ch’iK'ial T, O.. in coni 
mand of 4th British Division. 105 

Mats : Battle of the, June 0. 1018, 419* 
422; General von Hiitier attempts Ui 
widen his front, 420 

Maxse. Lleut.-General. In command of 
XVIII. Corps, March, 1918, 43 

Mayo, Admiral : submits plaii.s for 
“ mine barrage ” to Admiralty. 
3.50 ; on the British Fleet, 32.*' 

Mediterranean The Allies in the, 433 
4dl ; Allied air cooperatimi ir» 
4.'i9-40t; American cooiwration li » 
130. 440-119; iiiilhh anti-.sul- 

iiinrinc warfare in. .333 ; nriti>ti 
drifters, work of, 452- 1:'.'); Convo\ 
system In, 438, 439 : Japanese 
Naval forces In. 450-459 ; Naval co- 
ordination. 43.5 ; siib.Tarino hiint- 
Ing in. 430. 437. 447, 448 

French destroyer. In Dunkirk 
action. 339 

Merrls r British line advanced to Alt»nt 
de, 423 ; Germans take. 201 300 
MerviUo British resistance, April 1918, 
291 Germans enter and take, 210, 
300 

Mesple, General, in command of 133rd 
Division and 4th Cavalry Division, 
100 

llMslnos : fighting at, 215 ; Germans 
Ukc, 289. 298 

Ifoteron : French troops take over line, 
296 : Germans capture, 301 

Maiifiree-Demuin line. 20th Division on 
the. 98 

Mltry, General de , 186 

Monatih. Major-General Sir J., in com- 
mand of 3rd Australian Division, 
192 


Mont de Paris, Germans capture, 418 
Mont-des-Cats, German bombardment of 
Tmp|>ist Monastery on, 406 
Montdidier : French eftorta to hold, 99 ; 

Germans capture, 98, 104, 187, 188 
Montdldler-Noyon front. Battle of the 
Matz, June 9, 1018, 410 
Monto Badenecche, Austrians takfi, 29 
Monte Fontana Secca-Monte Spinoncia 
salient. Austrian attack, 25 
Montello sector, British take over, 27 
Monte Melctta di Ualllo, lUlians aban- 
don. 20 

Monte Nero, stand of the Alpini, 18 
Monte JVrtlca, Austro-Germans take. 26 
Monte Prassolan, Italians abandon, 2.5 
Monto Spinoncia, German force captures# 
30 

Monte Tomatico, Austrians take, 21 
Monte Tornba-Monfenera positions, Aus- 
trian attack, 23 

Monte Tondarecar, Austrians take, 20 

Mont St. Pere, Germans reach Marne at. 
418 

Montuori, General, takes over command 
of Italian Second Army, 8 * suc- 
ceeds General Capcllo, 35 
Moreuil, Germans take, 101 

Morlancoiirt : Australian attack on 
German positions near, 403, 408 ; 
Australians take, 317 
Morrit, II.M.S., sinks German destroyer 
in Dunkirk raid, 339 

Mory ; Germans take, 65, 81 ; British 
recapture, 67 

Mullens, Major-General R. L., In com- 
mand of Ist Cavalry Division, 64, 
retakes llervilly, 62 

Murman Coast, Allied Expedition, 1918, 
357. 358 


N 


.Vazarcth, British enter, 250 

Ncbi Musa. British occupy, 229 

Nesle, Germans capture, 89 

Neuve Eglise, Germans take, 292, 298, 
300 

New Zealand, Finance, War Loans, 171, 
172 

Nlcholsoir, Major-General C. L,, in com- 
inand of Britisli 34th Division, 59 

Nleppe: Australian defence of Forest. 
291 ; Germans take, 299 

North Sea, mine barrage ” laid by 
Allied Navies, 350, 361 

North Star, H.M.S., in Zeebrugge opera- 
tions, 342, sunk, 348 

Noyon : fighting round, 308; French 
line extended round, 103 ; Germans 
capture. 88 

Nugent, Major-General O. S. W., in com- 
mand of 86! h Division. 67 


0 


Oetinger, General von. In command of 
German IX. Army Corpa, March, 
1918, 48. 55 

Oise, Germans cross, 307 

Olixy, Germans n*ach, 418 

OmigoD front, German break through, 
02, 63 

Orvillcrs, French take, 183 

Ostend, British blocking of harbour, 
plans, 341. attack. April, 1018, 
341-345, May 9, 1918, 348-350 

Otranto Straits; barrage, 436, 450; 
British drifters in, 452-455, Aus- 
trians sink 14, 453 

Oulchy-le-ChAteau-Parcy-Tigny line, 
Germans reach, 418 

Onltersteene. Germans take, 291 

Ouroq River, Germane reach. 417, 418 


P 

Palestine Operations : British troops * 
withdrawn for Western Front, 245 ; 
General Allenby opens autumn 
offensive, September, 1918, 249; 
supply and transport difficulties. 220 

Papal Note, August, 1917, effect on 
Italian Army, 33, 34 
Parguft, H.M. '* Q ’’ boat, exploit, 380 
Paris shelled by long-range gun. 68-72. 
431 

Parolucci, Lieut., sinks the Virtbut 
Uniiu, 444, 445 

Partridae, H.M.S., sunk in North Sea. 
333, 834 

Passchendaele, British withdrawn from, 
294 

Passy-Grigny, Germans reach, 418 
Pell6, General : In command of French 
V. Army Corps, March, 1918, 49; 
reinforces British Fifth Army, 84 ; 
occupies Mont de Porqiidricourt, 
100, 101 ; position round Nuyon 
reinforctid, 103 ; defence of Mont 
Renaud, 184 

Petteto, H.M.3.. disabled in North Sea 
action, 833, 334 

Pelllgrini, Lieut.-Comnmnder M., raids 
Pola, 442, 443 

Pereira, Major-General C. B., on Western 
Front, 68 

P5ronnc, British abifndon bridgehead, 65 

Pits! us, Capt., on unwillingness of 
German Navy to fight after Jutland, 
329. 330 

P6Uin, General : cooperates with 
Marshal Haig, 49 ; holds up Ger- 
man a<lvancc with acroplam-s, 92 ; 
brings up reserves on We>t(*,rn 
Front. March. 1918, 100 
Phoelte, H.M.S., in Zeebruggii operations. 
342 

Piave ; Italian retreat to, 9 17, prepara- 
tions and organization on, 14 ; 
Austrians cross at Zenson, 20 ; 
Austro-German final effort against, 
26-31 

Pin, Mr. Chas., General Manager of 
American Emergency Fleet Corpo- 
r.ation, 260; work of, 261; on 
American shipbuilding output, 258 

Pinney, Major-General R. J., in com- 
mand of 33rd Division, 291 
IMrrIe, I,ord, Controller-General of 
Merchant Shipbui ding, 328 
Pitman, Major-General T. T., in com- 
mand of 18th Division and 2nd 
Cavalry Division, 61 

Pl^inont, German attacks, 183. 185 

PK^mont-Thiescourt line, 10th Division 
forced back to, 101 
IMoegRt<>ert-. Germans take, 298 

Plurner, General Sir H.. In command of 
British Forces in Italy, 28 

Pola: Italian raids on, 441. 444, 445; 

raid by the ‘ Four of Pola,” 442, 443 
Ponsonby, Major-General J., in command 
of 40th Division recaptures Mory, 
67 

Porquf'Tlcourt, Mont de, French 9th 
Divisiou at, 100, 101 

Porro, General, relieved of post of siib- 
Chief of lUlian Staff, 18 
Portuguese 2nd Division, attacked on 
Lys front, 212 

Prince of Wales’s National Relief Fund, 
organization of. 139 

Prize, H.M. " Q ” boat, exploit, 379-380 
Proyart. British withdraw from, 97 


Q 

" Q ” boats ('* Mystery ” ships) ; de- 
scription of, 356; H.M.S. Nfock 
Force, action of, 355, 356 ; ex- 
ploits, 376-381 

Quasi, General von, in command of 
German troops between Armen- 
tlires and La Bass^e, 296 

Queesy, Oermans take, 57 
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R 

H.M.S., 334 

Aafat, British capture, 243 
Rancourt, Germans reacli, rtl 
Jtnnter, British trawler, Germans damafce, 
334 

Rapallo Conference, Allied States men 
at. 18 

Ravels bertf : British troops withdraw 
to, 292 ; Germans attack. 292 
Rawliimon, General Sir H. S.. snccccds 
General Gou^h in comiimnd of 
r»th Army, 98 

Reed. -Haj or- Gone rat H. L., in command 
of l.)th British Division, 10:» 

Reims German attacks stopped at 
(%‘rimy, 417 ; von Below’s atttMnpl 
to capture, 422 

Renaiid, Mt., German attacks 184 
Rimaud-Mt. Porquerioourt line, Anglo- 
French troof)s take up, 91 
Rfnown, H.M. ** Hush " cruiser, */.29 
Repulse H.M. “ Hush ’ cruiser. 329 
Ressuns-sur-Matz. Gci niat»s roach. 120 
Richebourg 'Avoiii^, Germans take, 298 
Rtchebourg St. V'aast, Germans storm. 
298 

Richthofen. Baron von on Western 
Front. 207 • death. 311, 312 
Ridge Wood : fighting at. 401 ; Ger- 
mans penetrate. 404 
Ricz-du-Viiiagc : German attack on. 

289; British retake. 293 
Rizzo. Capt. Luigi, sinks the IFien, 441, 
442, sinks the Szent IHvan. 443 
Robertson, Malor-General P. It., in 
command of British 17t.h Division 
on Canal du Nord, ^>3 
RohOant. General di. in command of 
4th Italian Army in ('adore. 10 
Robillot. General : reinforces British 
Fifth Army, Htt , attaVk at Orvil- 
lers, 183; oii the \vre, 19.") 
Rodman, Rear-Admiral Hugh in com- 
mand of American .Squairon co- 
t>perating with British. 329 
Ronssoy. Germans enter, .'it 
Roosevelt, Mr, F., in Italy, 449; on 
American Naval cooperation, 449 
Rosetti. Eng. Commander, sinks the 
Viriltus UnxHs, 444, 445 
Rosi6res, fighting at, 97 
Roye, Germans take, 102 
Roye-siir-Matz Rollot line, German pro- 
ffress, 185 

Rubescourt. Germans reach, 420 
Ruasell, Major-General Sir A, H.. in 
command of New Zealand Division, 
rctakas Coliiicanips, 94 
Russia, Finance, Japanese help, 166 


S 

Saarbrhekon, air flghta over. 428, 429 
Balllisel, Gtermans reach, 81 
Sakakit Japanese destroyer, torpedoed, 
457 

St. Eloi, Germans take, 303 
Ste. Emille, Germans take. 62 
St. Kilda, submarine attack on 336 
8t. Maiir, Germans take, 420 
Sato. Admiral Kozo. in command of 
Japanese Vaval forces in Mediter- 
ranean. 450 

Scandinavian Convoy, att^ick on, De- 
cember. 1917, 3.33, ,334 
Bcarpe, German attacks, lO.'i 
Beheer, Admiral Rotnold. Chief of 
German Admiralty 8tatf, 329 
Scherpenberg : German attempt to take, 
304 : German aavaiu^e, 401 
Bchleswig-Holstein ; Naval operations 
off thc! coast of, 328 ; Zeppelin 
sheds at Tondem attacked by 
British. July, 1918, 353 
Bchmeitow, General von. In command 
of German Corps on the Aisne, 412 
Bchwab, Mr. Chas. M.. Director- General 
of American Emergency Fleet Cor- 
poration. 257, resigns, December, 
1918, 250 ; work during war. 250 


Seicheproy, Germans capture, .309 
Sens^-OI -3 line. German attacks on, 52 
Shocheni Road. British raids on, 246 
Shunct Nimrin : British drive Turks 
from, 238. capture outer works of, 
242 ; Essad Bey rcoccupies, 240 
.Sieger, General : i-aptures Wvtachacte. 

301 ; at Kciiimcl. 303. 304 
Sims, Admiral W. s.. on British Fleet 
and transport of troops. 325 ; on 
American .Naval coopiTation, 449 
Sinclair-Maclagan. Major-Gciictal E., in 
command of 4tli Australian Di- 
vision. 94 

Sirius, H.M.S., l>io<*kship at Ostend, .342 
Si.vt von .\riiiiii. General, attacks be- 
twc«>n tlollcit.'kc and Armciiti^res, 
296 

Smart, ./. British trawler, sunk by 
Germans, 334 

Soissons. Germans eaid-urc, 417 
Soissons-C’haUjau-Thicrry Road, Ger- 
mans reach, 4 17 

Soissons- P.aris Road, German-* rcaeli, 4f8 
3oIar«ilo .Saliont. Austrian attack against. 
30 

Solly- Flooil. Major-General V., in com- 
niainl of Brit.i.sh 42iid Division, 86 
Somme : British Fifth Army withdraw 
behind, 64, 6 > ; Freiieli take 
battle line suutli of, 8H ; (iennans 
at Pargny, 82, 83; figliting 
over battlefield of, March. 1918, 
82. 8.3 

South .\friea, Financi*, War l.oaiis, 172 
.Steenuerek. Gerniaiis capture stalion, 
29 

Stephen Furness, British htcamer, sunk 
in Irish ('hannel, 334 
St(‘ttin, tieneral von: advance towards 
Houpllnes, 299 ; reaelies tlie Lvs, 
298 

Stock Force, H.M. “ Q ” boat, incident. 
.3.'>r», .3.'i6 

Stockley, Brigadier-General A. F. A., in 
command of 50th Division, 62 
Storrs, Mr. Ronald, British Governor of 
Jerusalem, 227 

Strauss, Rear-Admiral, roininander of 
Mining Force, 351 

Strickland. Major-General B. P., in 
command of British Ist Division, 
295 

8ubinarine.8. British : destroyed in 
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